COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 279

reign, which were only terminated by the
royal interpofition, are not yet forgotten.
Scarcely fifteen years, I believe, are elapfed,
fince London had its ¢ Chevalier de Saxe,"
in the memorable Cock-Lane ghoft. |

The man who here exhibited fo ex-

traordinary a proof of his art; for fuch.

it muft, in every cafe, be efteemed ; was
' a perfon of the name of Schrepfer,
who originally refided at Leipfic, of
which city he was a native, and where
he kept a coffee-houfe. But, his bufi-
nefs not producing him either as much
profit, or as much diftin@ion as he afpired
to poflefs, he pretended to ftudy magic,
and to have acquired many fecrets con-
neted with that imaginary {cience. He

boldly afferted that he had intercourfe with,

and a control over {pirits, whom he could
fummon, command, and caufe to difap-
pear, if not altogether at his pleafure, yet
by the force of his invocations. Thefe

agents he had the ingenuity and effrontery.

to divide into three clafles, the friendly,
the evil, and the neutral ; all of whom he

-

T 4 knew
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knew how to diftinguifh at their.approach,
or on their appearance, by the noifes. which
preceded and attended them. Whenever
he affe@ed to exert his magical powers, he
:always began by calling to his affiftance the
benevolent fpirits; in. order, as he faid, to
defend him againft the attacks of the malig-
nant ones. Prétcpﬁpné {o 'extfaordinary_,
fuftained by fome exhibitions which im-
prefled the fpe&ators with aftonifhment,
foon procured him no little reputation,
.- Schrepfer, about this time, while he ftill
refided at Leipfic, had given offence to
Prince Charles of Saxony, by expreffions
relative to him, of an unbecoming or info-
lent nature. The Prince irritated at fuch
conduét, ordered an officer belonging to his
houfehold to repair to Leipfic, and there to
infli@ on Schrepfer, in his name, perfonal
chaftifement, ~ His orders were cxa&ly
executed : but Schrepfer, though he made
no other refiftance, running into a corner
of the room, threw himfelf on his knees,
and- loudly invoked his invifible allies to
come to his affiftance. Their vifible ap-
| . ~ pearance
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pearance or 1ntcrpoﬁtnon were however
" unneceffary, in “order ‘t0 refcue him' from
violence : the oﬁicer, it 15 aﬁ'erted’ havmg
been fo inuch alarmed at the_invocation
and its poffible confequences, as to qult the
chamber with precipitation. | o
" A circumftance of fuch notoriety, as well
as fo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, in-
duced him to leave Leipfic. After an ab-
fence of fome time, he appeared at Drefden,
where he afflumed a fititious name, and an-
nounced that he was a colonel in the fervice
“of France. In that quality he even madean
attempt to be prefented to the Elector ; but
Monfieur de Marbois; who a&ed as Chargé
d'Aﬂ‘aircs in the abfence of the French en-
voy, refufed to carry him to Court. His
real name foon became known; and his
pretences to fkill in inagic attraCting many
followers, his reputation fpeedily reached
Prince Charles. |t was' accompanied with
fuch extraordinary accounts of Schrepfer’s
powers, as to induce that Prince to make
every exertion for obliterating the recol-
leCtion, of the indignity lately offcred him.
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As a ﬂ:cp towa.rds 1t, he d1d not heﬁtate to
go -in perfon to the ¢ Hotel de Pologne
an inn where Schrepfer lodged; and in
prefence qf various witnefles, to afk his
pardon for the blows given him, as well as
to offer every amends that the nature of the
affront admitted. Schrepfer, flattered by
fuch a condefcenfion, having accepted the
apologies, the Prince then requefted to fee
fome -proofs of his fupernatural art. Itis
pretended that he exhibited many; all of
which only tended to aygment the Prince’s
admiration; and to fimplate his cunoﬁty
for further {fpecimens. =~
Bait, thé¢ moft difficult operatlon of magu:
in all ages, has -been to raife departed fpirits
from the tomb; a prodigy which Schrepfer
made no fecret of his ability to perform,
Prince Charles having earneftly, as well as
gepeatedly befought it ; after many refufals,
real or affected, obtained at length a reluc-
- tant promife to prefent before his eyes an
apparition; for Schrepfer artfully profeffed
the greateft repugnance and difinclination
to the a@, as being perilous to himflf, and ~
attended
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attended with various circumfiances of hor-
ror.- It only remained therefore; to fix an
the {pirit. to be {fummoned. After long
confideration the Chevalier de Saxe was
named, and Schrepfer undertook to preduce
his ghoft before a felet company. The
place chofen for the experiment, was Prince
Charles’s Palace in Drefden. But, as:it
was well known that the Eleftor having
the misfortune to be neither credulous, nor
inclined to permit {fuch exhibitions in his
capital, might difapprove and prohibit it,
the ftriGteft fecrecy was obferved previous
to the affair. - |

‘The Chevalier de Saxe, thu'd in ordcr of
‘birth, among the natural fons of Auguftus
the Second, King of Poland, was only half
brother to the famous Marfhal Saxe, as
they were by different mothers. In right
of his, who was a Princefs Lubomirfka,
of a very illuftrious Polifh family, the Che-
valier inherited confiderable property in
that country, as well as in Saxony. He
. refided principally in Dre{den, and died only
a few
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a few years agb, at his palace in this city;
which his nephew" Prince Charles,tiwlio
tvas his' principal” heir, occupied after-his
deceafe. . In addition to his maternal eftates;
the Chevalier poffeffed a valt income.from
his military and other appointments ‘in the
Electoral fervice; and .as he left no iffue,
- he was fuppofed to have amafled great fums
Reports. had .been circulated, that” money
was concealed in the palace; but no one
pretended to afcertain- the. precife place
- where it was depofited. If his fpifit could
be compelled "to appear, ‘that ihtereﬁmg
fecret might be extorted from him. -*"Thus
curiofity combining with avaricé, or at-leaft
‘with the hope of difcovering a confiderable
treafure, prompted Prince Charles.to name
‘his’uncle, as the obje& of the experiment.
- On. the appointed night ; for. Schrepfer
" naturally preferred -darknefs, as not only
more private in itfelf, but better calculated
for the effe@ of incantations; the com-
pany aflembled. They. were nineteen in
number, of whom' I perfonally know
feveral,
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fcvcral, }v‘ho, qre pg.rfons of cpnﬁderat;ond
chara&ter, and J;cfpc&ablhty - When. they
were met i m the greay gp,llery of the palace,
the wp,ndows an.d q]oors, in ptder equally to
prevent intrufion or deception. As far ag

precaution conld effe it, they did fo, and
were fansﬁed that nothlng except vxolence
could procure accefs or entrance. Schrepfer
then acqua.lnted them, that the a& which
he was about to'perform, wauld ‘demand all
their ﬁrmnefs ; and advifed them to fortify
their nerves by partakmg of a bowl of
punch, which was placed upon the table.
Several ‘of them, (indeed, as I believe, all
except one or two,) thinking the exhorta-
tion judicious, very readily followed it; but,
the gentleman from whom I received thefe
particulars, declined to profit by the advice.

“ T am come here,” faid he to Schrepfer,
“ to be prefent at raifing an apparition.

« Either I will fee all, or nothing. My

z refolution is taken, and no inducement can

o« inake me put any thing within my lips.”

Another
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Another of the company, who preferved
Ais prefencc of mind, placed himfelf clofe
to the ‘principal door, in ordrer to Waltc’h if
any one attempted - to open or fotce it.
Thefe preparatory fteps beig tdken, the
great work began with “the- utmoﬂ fo-
lemmty LT

‘ Schrepfer commenced 1t, by retiring into -
a corner of ‘the gallery, where kneelmg
down, with many myfterious ceremonies
he invoked the fpirits to appear, or rather
to come to his aid; for it is-allowed that
-nonc were ever vifible. A very conf der-
able time elapfed before thcy obeyed dur-
ing which interval, he laboured apparently
under great agitation of body and mind, be-
ing covered with a violent {fweat, and almoft
in convu]ﬁons, like the Pythonefs of an-
tiquity. At length, a loud clatter was
heard at all the windows on the outfide;
which was foon followed by another noife,
refembling more the effet produced by 2
number of wet fingers drawn over the edge

of glafles, than any thing elfe to which it
13 could
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could well be compared Thls found an-
nounced, as he faid, the arrival of his good
or prote&mg l'pmts, and {eemed to encou-
rage him to procee& "A fhort ¢imé after-
wards a yclhng wwas Head, of a frightful and
unufaal hdturc, which ‘came, -he duelared, .
fromi" ﬂ&b’maﬂlgnant {pirits," whofe prefence,
as‘it’ feéﬂis, was-fieceflary and mdxfpbnfablh
to the cempIetxOn of the cat‘a&voﬁhe

The company wete ‘now, ‘at: leaft 'the
gréater pait, ele@rified with amazemerit,
or petrified with horror; and ‘of courfe
fully prepared for every obje which could
be prefented to them. Schrepfer continuing
his invocations, the door fuddenly opened
with violence, and fomethifg that refem-
- bled’a black ball or globe, rolled into the
room. It was invefted with {moke or
cloud, in the midft of which appeared tq be
a human face, like the countenance of the
Chevalier de Saxe ; much in the fame way,
it would feem, that Corregio or Hannibal
Carrache have reprefented Jupiter appear-
ing to Semelé. From this form iffued a

loud
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ioud and angry. voice, which exi:l-aimé'd' ip
German, * Carl, was wolte du mit mich?”
¢ Charles, what, woqlq& thou thlp mef
“. Why doft then slifturh. FFGE:U
- Langnage, a3 may ba fuppofed, Faf},ﬂkﬂ&
fcmbc the-confternation producedamgng the
fpectatord,at fuch 2 fight.. Eithgr firmly
perfuaddd that the.appeatance whish they
dbithdld, was  fpicitual and . :ntaaglbjc § or
teprived . of ;' refolustion - “to . approach and
attempt o feize it they “appear to. have
‘sade. 'n¢’ effort’ to fatisfy. themfelves of - its
-incarpareal  natyre. . The Prince; ,‘Fih"fe
‘impions ¢uriofity-had ﬁlmr}loned his uncle’s
- -ghoft, and: to avhom, as_the perfon; princi-
-pally refposifible, the {pedire addrefled itfelf;
~far ftom: manifefting. coglnefs, or attempting
reply, betrayed the firopgeft marks of horyor
and:contrition. Throwing himfelf on -his
knees, he called on God for mercy ; while
‘others’ of the terrificd party earneftly be-
-fought the magician to give the only re-
.maininig; proof of his art for which they
.now were anxious, by difmiffing the appa-
rition.
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rition.  But Schrepfer, though apparently
willing, found, or pretended to find, this effort
beyond his power. However incredible,
abfurd, or ridiculous it may be thought, the
perfons who witnefled the [cene, proteft that
near an hour elapled, before, by the force of
his invocations, the {pectre could be com-
pelled to difappear. Nay, when at length
Schrepfer had fucceeded in difmiffing it ; at
the moment that the company began to re-
fume a degree of ferenity, the door, which
had been clofed, burft open again, and the
fame hideous form prefented itfelf anew
to their eyes. The moft refolute and col-
leGted among them, were not proof to its
fecond appearance, and a fcene of uni-
verfal difmay enfued. Schrepfer, however,
by reiterated exorcifms or exertions, finally
difmiffed the apparition. The terrified
fpeCtators foon difperfed, overcome with
-amazement, and fully fatisfied, as they
well might be, of Schrepfer’s {fupernatural
powers.

Having thus related as ferlouﬂy and cir-
cumftantially .as I am able, the principal -

VOL. I U fa&s
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falts relative to the affair in queftion, it is
natural to aflk my own opinion of the ftory;
and to demand whether I.can explain or
account for it in any rational manner. 'To
fuch inquiries I muft frankly reply, that I
can neither give any fatisfactory folution of
it, nor have I heard any attempted, except
the obvious one of human credulity and
terror, operated upon by impofture and
deception. But, the manner in which fo
wonderful an illufion was produced, I am,
in common with every perfon here, at a
lofs to underftand. I believe, no one has.
yet clearly explained how the liquefaction
of St. Januarius’s blood is performed;
though, out of Naples, I imagine few per-
fons attribute it to miraculous or fuperna-
tural interpofition. We know from ex-
perience, how prodigious are the deceptions
practifed in and upon optics. Nineteen
men, met together for the avowed purpofe
of feeing an apparition, and believing that
it is in human power to render a departed
fpirit vifible, are already half fubdued to -
- any thing, however grofs. Night, darknefs,

| ~and
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and the impofing folemnity of magic invo-
cations, bereave the ftrongeft minds.of
their felf-poffeflion. A beld and artful
impoftor might then tramplc on their
reafon, and. prefent to their eyes fome
hideous figure properly accoutred for the
occafion. It muft, however, always excite
fome aftonithment and more' regret, that
among near twenty perfons, not one fheuld
- have endeavoured to lay hands on the
fpe@re. Its fecond appearance is likewife,
a circumftance very difficult to account for,
.as it was unneceflary in order to produce
convi@ion, which had been fully effected.
That it was a deception, no man of found
underftanding will doubt; but how it was
managed or produced, the perfons who were.
duped, have not yet difcovered. They are
all, or nearly all, ftill alive in this country,
and they by no means boaft of their ad-
venture, or derive from it any fort of vanity.
On the contrary, independent of the ridi-
cule, t‘hey all feel and exprefs the utmoft
repugnance to relating, or even recolleting

U2 a fcene,

o
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a fcene, which has imprefled on their ima-
gination {fo much horror. Their friends
dread and deprecate a renewal of the images
then prefented to thofe who were prefent;
and a lady earnefltly befought of me, not t¢
- prefs her hufband on a fubje&, of which he
could never think or converfe without
pafling a fleeplefs night. We muft be
content therefore to refolve it into German
" credulity or fuperftition, and congratulate
ourfelves on our fuperiority to fuch puenle
terrors.

The ftory no fooner fpread through
Drefden, than the EleGor exprefled his dif-
approbation of fuch fcenes, and his per-
emptory injunctions not to repeat them.
Schrepfer foon retired to his native city,
Leipfic; where his fame accompanied him,
and drew after him, a ‘crowd of difciples
‘or votaries. To them he continued to
give, as is confidently afferted here, nu-
mérous and aftonifhing proofs of his fuper-
natural power, fome of which I have heard
»-relatcd but after the fpecimen that I have
R - - detailed,



COURT OF BERLIN, e€tc. 293

detailed, all others would be at once tedious
and f{uperfluous.  Schrepfer did not long
enjoy his celebrity, and his death .is not
the leaft extraordinary part of his hiftory.
Three gentlemen, whom he had in fome
meafure initiated into Kis myfteries; for he

| profefled to inftru& in the fcience of magic;
were promifed by him an exhibition more
wonderful than any at which they had yet
aflifted. For this purpofe they attended him
into the wood of Rofendaal, which is at a
{mall-diftance without the gates of Leipfic. It
was in {ummer, before the fun rofe, between
three and four o’clock in the morning.
When they came to a certain part of the
grove, he defired them to ftay a little, while
he went on one {ide, to make the requifite
_invocations. After waiting a few minutes,
they heard the report of a piftol. Running
to the {pot, they found that he had fhot
himfelf, and was already without fenfe,
He foon afterwards expired. All thofe
who believe him to have had intercourfe
with evil fpirits, affirm that he was tor-
v 3 - mented
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mented by them perpetuaily, which ren-
dering his life miferable, induced him
to have recourfe to a. piftol. I imagine
- however, you will think w1th Horace, that
it is not neceflary to call in {upernatural
interference, in order to account.for the
violent end of fuch a2 man. He has left
behind him many profelytes; but, I believe,
no one who pretends to equal knowledge of
his fecrets. -

It is prohable that my next letter will be
from Prague, or from Vienna. '




