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TO THE

LADIES and GENTLEMEN

PUPILS OF MY DIFFERENT CLASSES.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

WITH

ITH your Permiffion, and according to your

Wishes, I take the Liberty of dedicating

to you my Principles upon the Theory and Practice

of Animal Electricity and Magnetiſm, &c. &c.

to which Phenomena you have been ſo often Wit-

neffes, and whereby yourſelves can, and have often

produced the fame Effects. You no longer doubt

their Reality ; and as you are in Poffeffion of the

Faculty of your Senfes, it is the ſtrongeſt Reafon

why you no longer heſitate. You daily hear Igno-

rance condemn what it cannot comprehend ; and

thofe half-learned Beings, who laugh at you and

me, and call them Impofitions, becauſe they

do not ftrike their Ideas ; neither will they take

the Trouble of informing themſelves of the Truth.

A liberal minded Man fuperior to Prejudice, fhould

inveſtigate Matters, before he paffes Condemnation;

but you, Ladies and Gentlemen, who walk in a

more enlightened Path of Life, and whofe Educa-

tion and Birth place you high above vulgar Preju-

dices , Doubts, and Sufpicions, deſpiſe them, I hope,

as you are convinced of their Futility, and uncha-

ritable Attempts . You well know what Oppofition

Inoculation and Electricity met with in the Infan-

cy of their Eſtabliſhments, till fuccefsful Experi-

ence,



iv DEDICATION.

ence, Time, and the manifeſt Advantages reſulting

from fuch Doctrines, removed the dark Clouds of

Prejudice from thoſe who afterwards became Con-

verts to their valuable Principles. Who could

have imagined, twenty Years ago, that Electricity

would ever have been employed Medicinally ? It

is not to the Phyſicians we are indebted for its Pro-

grefs, but to Natural Philofophers : Men no Way

intereſted, fave for the Benefit of Society.

Why then ſhould not Animal Electricity and

Magnetiſm, like ſeveral other ſimple Medicines

which have been beneficial to Mankind, be em-

ployed ? Have not Load-ftones and Artificial

Magnets been proved beneficial in many Cafes,

particularly in Spafmodic, Nervous Difeafes, &c.

approved of by the French Academy even three

Years ago, and now made Ufe of in England ?

For myown Part, I have no other Aim but to ren-

der the Science known, for the Advantage of Man-

kind ; and I hope, by the Patronage I have already

experienced, I fhall fulfil my Miffion, according

to my Patent, granted me by the Philofophical

Harmonic Society at Paris ; and ſhall efteem my-

felf happy beyond Expreffion, to convince you of

its good Effects, and the Refpect with which I am,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your very Devoted

Humble Servant,

JOHN BELL.
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PREFACE.

IDEAS

DEAS increaſe and are renewed ; Error and Truth fuc-

ceed each other, and appear by Turns like the Faſhions

ofApparel.

But in the

attends, and

Not many

ARTS and Sciences, like Empires and Kingdoms, are def-

tined by Providence to flourish and decay. There is no

Science, howsoever uſeful, fublime, or perfect it may appear,

but ſtill admits the poliſhing Hand of Improvement, though

Time too often ferves rather to veil than to diſplay its Per-

fections. Whatever has been diſcovered has been revealed

by Degrees, and, Air- Balloon-like, has often been neglected

and renewed. Human Knowledge preſerves its Revolution

round the Truth, as the terreftrial Globe does round that

luminous Body which cheers us with its Rays.

Progrefs of our Knowledge, Ignorance ftill

reigns alternately, as Darkneſs after Light .

Centuries have elapfed fince ſeveral People knew this Art,

and produced many Effects without knowing the Caufe, bur

being fuppofed the Work of Witchcraft, in thofe Times of

Ignorance, the Performers were put to the Torture, and

confequently the Art was loft. I have myſelf been looked

upon by many ignorant People, in France, England, and Ire-

land, as a Magician, by putting feveral Ladies and Gen-

tlemen into Somnambulism, or Sleep-Walking, and in that State .

having made them eat and drink, fing and play upon the Harpfi-

chord, or any other Inftrument they were used to, by telling an un-

known Perfon their Diſeaſes, and prefcribing for them, &c.

All theſe Things appeared to them wonderful, and beyond

the Power either of Nature or Art, inafmuch as they knew

not the Cauſe,

I fhall
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I fhall only give here fuch Principles as appear to me phi-

lofophically reaſonable, and on them lay the Foundation of

that Art, in the Practice of which I have had a great Deal

of Success every where I have been ; and by encouraging my

Pupils to labour in the fame extenfive Field, they may reap

the fame Advantages. It would be too long to recite the

Names of the Ancients who have written on this Subject ;

I ſhall only mention Flud, the Mofaical Philofophy ; Tentage-

linus, the Art of Curing by Sympathy ; Paracelfus, ſo much

known byhis Alkabeftical Tincture, &c. Digby, Friend, Maxwel,

Mufgrave, Lord Bacon, and many more who have treated on

that Subject. Among the many who are fuppofed to have

performed Cures by TOUCHING, was Phyrrhus, King of

Macedon andEpirus, who uſed to touch his Patients with his

Toe ; the Emperor Vefpafian, who performed many Cures by

Touching; Edward the Confeffor, and Queen Anne ufed to

touch for the Scrophula, fince their Time called the King's

Evil. Several Kings in Europe have had that Gift. Louis

XVI. when crowned, touched feveral Patients, faying, The

King toucheth thee, Godmay cure thee. It is fince Philip I. King

of France, that his Succeffors have practifed it. Valentine

Greatrak from the County ofWaterford, fo much known and

called by Boyle, " The Stroker," cured many by Touching ;

particularly the Duke of Buckingham, and ſeveral of the Firſt

People in England. Doctor Gafner, at Ratifbone, in 1774,

made feveral Cures.

>

A
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ANIMAL



ANIMAL ELECTRICITY

AND

MAGNETISM.

GENERAL IDEAS ON MOTION.

VOTION exifts in all parts of the univerſe :

M all bodies are endowed with a certain de-

gree of it, in proportion to their different organi-

zations.

None are in a perfect ſtate of reſt.

It is, however, impoffible to imagine how* mo-

tion deſtroys itſelf.

Any round body falls off a table, rolls on a chair,

falls on the floor ; what happens in confequence of

it ? Is it at reft ? No ; its motion meets with

an obftacle ; however, it ftill exifts ; or, at leaſt,

it lofes the motion of acceleration, to preſerve

only that of its own gravitation ; it has communi-

cated the former to the body which it has touched,

from

* We underſtand here by motion , the ſingle deplacing of

a body, though ftrength, which is the principle of its motion,

may be communicated, propagated, but can never be de-

ftroyed.
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from whence it will ſpread in the matter, and be

fo far divided as to have become infenfible.

Man is not endowed with the power of difcern-

ing the effential attributes of things, and it is only

through exiſtence and privation that we conceive

any diſtinct idea of them. It is thus by the idea

of the night that we conceive any diſtinct idea of

the day, and vice versa. For, were we always to

perceive the light, that continual perception could

not be felt ; at leaſt, we could not be conſcious of

it, nor be able to give it any proper appellation.

It is only by reafon of this narrowneſs of our fa-

culties, that we are acquainted with motion ; hav-

ing feen fome beings moving, and others at reſt, we

have inferred , that motion did not always exiſt.

Suppoſe that all animate beings which live on

the ſurface of the earth, fhould knock with their

feet at the fame inftant, would they not produce an

additional motion ? A motion which could not

have been foreſeen in the laws which natural phi-

lofophers have laid down. That motion alfo tends

towards the centre of the earth, but where does it

ftop ? Where is it to be annihilated ?

If animate matter then can produce irregular

motions, is not the centre wherein thofe motions

end, alfo animated, that it may be proportionate to

thofe
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thoſe anomalies, and ſo reſtore the equilibrium, and

force, that are the prefervers of the world ?

Further ; it is not neceffary to pay any regard to

the motion impreft by animate matter, to conclude

that which we look upon to be dead, becauſe it is

at reft ; for even the globe ofthe earth is animated ;

all things tend towards the centre of that globe ;

and gravitation is in reality nothing more than an

impreft motion towards a determinate direction. It

therefore muft abfolutely follow, that thofe moti-

ons must be reflected with new directions from the

centre of the earth, or they muſt be deſtroyed. But,

if it be true, that in the art of reaſoning, the ana-

logy or method offimplifying the principle as much

as poffible, is to be confidered as the fureft way of

proceeding, we fhall be authoriſed to think that

nature modifies, alters, and diftributes, rather than

deſtroys. Thus, as we acknowledge in all organi-

zed bodies, a faculty which divides, diſtributes, and

returns all thofe motions, whofe impreffions they re-

ceive, or rather which are communicated to them ;

fince we fee that thofe motions are never annihila-

ted ; why ſhould we imagine that there is an incom-

prehenfible proceeding in nature, a fecret quality

which we are not in want of? Why cannot we fup-

pofe, that it operates upon ſpheres as well as upon

individuals ?

If the known laws of heavinefs, or gravity, com-

munication of motion, &c, folely belong to inert

B mat-
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matter, and animated matter can arbitrarily act up-

on it, all animated forces, therefore, will only be

troubleſome, and all the univerſe will be in con-

fufion.

Ifthen all matter be confidered as being anima-

ted, the phænomena of the whole world will not

be more extraordinary than thofe ofthe human bo-

dy, nor could the beſt phyfiologifts explain a ſingle

moment of their own exiſtence, if they did not ad-

mit an animated principle to be the preferver of it,

and which, by laws unknown tothem, compenfates

for all irregularities of paffions and impreffions.

Now, without proceeding any farther in thoſe

relations and analogies, (the paths through which

it would be a difficult task to purfue) let us only

obferve that, whatever can be confidered as the

centre of the action, or as performing the function

ofreceiving, diftributing, or fending back the mo-

tion, always feems to be productive of a more ſub-

tile matter, more elaborate, more unlike matter in-

ert, and more near to that which we conceive by

animated matter.

Let us, for example, only mention tranſpiration,

emanations, thoſe currents eſtabliſhed between the

beings which lead us to imitation, and make us

yield to ftrange motions, fuch as paffions, fympa-

thies, antipathies, &c . even Animal Electricity and

Magnetism, which feem to be the Great Oceans.

from which the animated matter verily fprings.

Nature
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Nature thus leads us to a way of thinking, which

encourages us to believe that the interior part of

the globe is a grand receptacle ofmotion, and con-

fequently a grand centre of activity. Since, there-

fore, in our principles there are no annihilated mo-

tions, what hinders us from acknowledging that

both Electricity and Magnetiſm are the produce of

that interior elaboration ; the particular fecretions

ofthe globe ; the principles ofthe life ofthat vaft

individual, and which fhew its correfpondence with

all the inhabitants of it ?

Suppofing now, that general correſpondence of

motions to be well eſtabliſhed , kept up by a fubtile

matter, more or lefs animated, fhould we not then

more eaſily explain the duration and equality of ce-

leſtial motions ? For, on one hand, it is a little re-

pugnant to reafon, to imagine an abfolute vacuum ;

and on the other, all matter, however cloſely it

may be kept, implies the idea of friction, and con-

fequently a diminution of motion ; hence we fhall

find ourſelves greatly comforted by an hypothefis,

which will fhew the very caufe of motion in the

fluids, which ought to stop it ; and the difference

will proceed from the principle alone, that, inſtead

of confidering the fpace as filled up with a dead

and paffive matter, we fuppofe it conſtantly traver-

fed by currents, which both preferve the motion,

and keep it up.

B 2 Every
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Every motion may be communicated from one

body to another, and to fome parts of matter, and

increaſe that which it had before, in conformity

however to the law given to it, by the particular

arrangement of the body which receives it, unleſs

the bodies are exactly alike in form, texture, and

bulk.

Therefore the encreafing of motion communica-

ted by a man to a tree, by Magnetifing it, (vide

the last part, bow to Magnetife a tree, ) in order

to become a centre of motion to repair his phyſical

aberrations, will be received by the tree, in its way,

and returned from the tree to the man, who will

alfo return it in his own manner, on account of the

particular properties of their different organs.

Of all the magnetic actions (which confidered

attentively, may be looked upon alfo as nearly con-

nected with Electricity, not accidentally but effen-

tially univerfal) nothing reprefents a chain of mo-

tion more calm and gentle, and more relative to the

reparation ofthe Animal Oeconomy, than a healthy

tree in fummer time ; becaufe, being continually

placed in the fphere of activity, which has operated

its gradual growth, alimented by the fame ground,

and formed in the fame manner, the general Cur-

rents of the World operate upon it with equal ef

forts,

The Trees of the Marquiffes of Puyfegur, Tiffard, and

many others, are well known.
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forts, ſo that it exifts without any ſeeming pertur-

bation ; the effects produced carry with them a

ftamp ofthe fame character and crifis by which the

diſcovery of illneſs is produced ; by that means it

feldom extends beyond fleeping ; fo that the Pati-

ents are deprived of their other faculties, only yield-

ing to the repairing action of nature.

It is eafy to conceive that the action which ſhall

proceed from this tree, being added to that which

man is poffeffed of, will re-eſtabliſh in his being

the equilibrium, which is never interrupted but by

the decreafing of motion, occafioned by divers ab-

errations, and which being attacked in the origin

of their formations, fhall be the more eaſily diſolv-

ed, and fhall oppofe lefs refiftance.

After having demonſtrated that from the combi-

nation of the different parts of matter proceeds a

tone of motion analogous to the animal economy,

it is neceffary to fhew how man is compofed, a be-

ing fo extenfive in his primitive properties, that he

feems to have been born merely to prefide over the

other beings, which are all fubmitted to him who

is endowed with the faculty of thinking, judging,

& c. and in whom are united, as in a common cen-

tre, all motions of furrounding bodies, and who re-

acts, in his turn, on the fame bodies with more or

lefs energy, in confequence of his will, and the na-

tural tone of his organs.

- It
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It is a long time fince the law of the strongest

has been looked upon as the fafeft, though it is not

always the moſt juft : But it is now time to explain .

ir according to the ftrictnefs ofthe exception .

Man, in a ftate merely phyfical, like all other

parts of matter, has the motion proper to his or-

ganization, fubordinated to the general motion

which he obeys in the ſtate of his fufpenfive intel-

lectual faculties. Like them he unfolds himſelf,

encreaſes, declines, and finiſhes by being reftored

to the general mafs , in order to be decc npofed ;

but the ftability of his exiftence depends on the

harmonic parts forming his body, fome of which

maybe vitiated. In that ſtate of illneſs he finds him-

felf deprived of a proper portion of faculty which

renders him inferior to man in health ; he is not

in equal affinity with all the bodies that furround

him, nor acceffible to the fame external quantity

of animal fluid. The farther he advances in a ſtate

of illness , the more his inequality of motion dimin-

hes ; his currents weaken, his humours encreaſe,

cohefion is eſtabliſhed, want of harmony takes

place, and he dies.

If the decreaſe of motion produce the effects ;

the increafe of motion analogous, communicated .

in time, might have overcome the firft obftacle,

and the return of health might have been undoubt-

edly obtained.

of
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7.

Of all the repairing or reftorative motions ofman

in a state of illneſs, none feems to be more appro-

priated than that which he receives from his like

in a ſtate of health ; becaufe coming from the focus

communicated to him, it takes a proper direction,

with all the analogous character neceffary for its

admiffion .

The motion of man in a ftate of health will be

then powerful in confequence of the latter's weak-

nefs, (who receives more than he gives ; ) but that

empire of ftrength being only employed to eradi-

cate illneſs, inftead of oppreffing the individual,

that great function of humanity ſhall be a fituation

more adapted for fociety, confequently men muſt

be better by poffeffing the means to render them-

felves happy..

In order th better to unfold thofe proceedings,

I muſt be permitted to employ fome compariſons

which perhaps may appear ftrange, but which will

tend to elucidate phyfically, thofe proceedings by

the exiſtence of a doubtlefs fluid, ridiculously denied

by many, becauſe they do not fee it.

The feruginous matterof the magnetic currents of

the world, will acquire a property they had not be-

fore, and become Magnets or Load-ftones by the

mere operation of nature.

In
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In many caſes, art can imitate nature, and even

furpaſs it ; (as a proof) an Artificial Magnet is

fpecifically more active than a natural one.*

Nature, conftant in her proceedings, by giving

a magnetic virtue to a quantity of iron, does not

determine its poles, but in the points which are di-

ametrically oppoſite, and in a right line. It is na-

tural to conclude from hence, that nature has an

uniform manner of acting, but directed by the

knowledge ofman, fhe is capable of encreafing that

power, and of concentrating, by her ftrength, in a

determined point.

That there exifts an invifible fluid from its action

upon iron is well demonftrated . Is it to be fup-

pofed, that the great and fupreme Architect ofthe

World, in his vaft and profound views, would have

created the general currents, which apparently rule

the univerſe, only to put in activity a part of mat↓

ter, called iron, merely to enable us to form Arti-

ficial Magnets, which, in their turn, fhould be only

empowered to inftruct us how the tendency and

reciprocity ofthe action of bodies one towards the

other are exerciſed, as has been demonſtrated .

In that great hypothefis, let us examine if the

parts

* I have feen at my friend's, Mr. L'Abbè le Noble's , at

Paris, an Artificial Magnet of his compofition, the activity

of which was ſo ftrong, as to carry more than 300 weight.
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parts of matter are not formed in fuch amanner as

to participate of the fame advantage.

Of all the metallic matters incloſed in the bofom

of the earth, none is ſo much diffuſed as iron ; al-

moſt all bodies fubmitted to a certain chemical

procefs, furniſh a quantity, more or leſs conſidera-

ble, of this metal.

Vegetables contain fome alfo ; and it may be

eſtabliſhed as a principle in animal fluid ; a proof

of which appears in a certain quantity being ex-

tracted from blood. Iron enters in the compofi-

tion of man, and is combined in fuch a manner,

that fome people have the power of moving the

needle of the compafs, by only approaching the

finger near it.

From thence it is eafy to conclude, that the ge-

neral currents poffefs the quality of putting iron in

action.

Man, in a good ſtate of health, will be ſtrongly

faturated with that matter, being expofed in a regu

lar manner to the action of thoſe fame currents, and

ought to acquire magnetic virtue, and confequently

more powerful means of acting upon his like in a

weak ſtate.

In

* Mrs. H→→→, an Iriſh lady, in London, did, in 1786, be

fore many ladies and gentlemen, move the needle ofthe com-

paſs, by approaching her thumb to it. Some other perſons

have hadthefame power.

C
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In this circumſtance, the will of him who gives

muft be abfolute, it is that which more particularly

determines the fluid to be directed with vehemence

towards the extremities from whence it efcapes ;

becauſe, in a motion which tends to make a vacuum,

all contiguous parts are forced to accumulate near

the place where it operates.

From this principle, a fick man may be in a ſtate

of imperfection compared to a ſteel bar, and is in

that ſtate of imperfection, becauſe he has not re-

ceived the magnetic operation ; and a healthy man

able to magnetife, reſembles that of an Artificial

Magnet, the harmony being completely unfolded,

becauſe the regularity of its fibres, in which the

magnetic effiuvia is always accumulating, has de-

termined the action upon it.

Confequently, to magnetiſe a man, or impreg--

nate a piece of ſteel with a magnetic power, is very,

nearly thefame thing, in communicating the action

of the fame fluid, received according tothe law of

the different modifications of two different bodies."

It may happen for a time, that bodies acting will

ceaſe to produce their effects upon the receiving

one ; that point of time in the ſteel bar, is the pe-

riod of the abfolute regularity of its fibres or pores,

which fhall produce the reciprocal equilibrium ;

and in man, is that when the obftacles are van-

quifhed by the efforts of the fluid, and where the

parts

1
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parts being in harmony together, the reſult is an

infenfibility to the action.

This circumftance being more or lefs diftant,

partakes ofthe nature of obſtacles in the place they

occupy, and according to the antiquity of their ex-

iftence. Two wholefome perfons, though of a weak

conftitution, will by degrees obtain ftrength by act-

ing harmoniouſly one with another ; becauſe, by

regulating their fibres alternately,, they will render

them fitter for receiving a greater portion of the

vital fluid.

2

The fame phænomenon takes place between two

bars, weakly impregnated with a magnetic power,

byftrengthening them alternately one by the other,

their power is infenfibly increaſed.

There exift many ways of magnetiſing, which

ought all to be fubordinated to circumftances, to

different maladies, to fenfations of the patient, and

to the re-action of the magnetifer, which I fhall ex-

plain hereafter. Experience and obſervation alone

can enable one to make a juſt application of them ;

and I repeat it, imprudence is very dangerous.*

In fuch a cafe, power united with ignorance may

be truly compared to a loaded piſtol in the hands

of a child.

Action

I would never adviſe a trial to put people who are in

good health into a Crifis, to pleaſe others ; for you may put

them in a ſtate of Catalepfy or Epilepfy, and they maynever

be cured. C 2
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•

Action and re-action are commonly more fenfi-

ble at a certain diſtance than in too near a poſition ;

becauſe that reciprocal fenfations are confounded,

and have no diftinctive character whilft paffing

through the medium of the furrounding fluid, of

which all the molecules are elaftic ; thofe ferving

as conductors to actions, act again in proportion to

obftacles intended to be overcome.

It fometimes happens, that though the existence

of a difeafe be evidently demonftrated by certain

unequivocal figns, yet the action of the univerfal

agent in its immediate application, is infenfible to

the patient.

In fuch a cafe, we ought to think that this fluid

imperceptibly paffes on the local vice, becauſe of

obſtacles being too ancient, and conféquently in a

ftateoftoo confiderable cohefion, that the maſs ofthe

fluid molecules exifting between the patient and the

magnetifer, is not ſtrong enough in proportion to

the refiftance of coheſion to be overcoine.

after havingbeen incommunication with thepatient,

bytouching, one directs the extremities ofthe hands

over the parts which are fuppofed to be affected.

Then,

In this fituation, with fome degree of attention to

particular fenfations, one muſt feel at the extremities

of his fingers, a re-action ofheat or cold, or fupine-

nefs, which fhall give notice to the operator of the

effect produced, of the particular feat of re-action

and
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and diſtance he must be at, to operate with the

greateſt effect, by drawing back as he feels the in-

creaſe of action, and advancing near the point of

the fuperior effort, when he feels the diminution of

the action. This phoenomenon is produced merely

becauſe at that diſtance there exifts, between the

magnetifed and magnetifer, a fufficient column of

fluid put into vibration by the combination ofthe

action, and the abfolute will of the magnetifer ;

which directing and accumulating all fluid mole-

cule in the fame point, determines in this circum-

ſtance all the patient's fenfations. This mode of

operating ſtill re-unites the advantage ofcommand-

ing and changing at pleafure the centre of activity,

when it is perceptible that by means of re-action,

it may produce a ftronger perturbation, which it is

always material to avoid.

From all that has been faid, I muſt conclude that,

motion is the principle of the permanent exiſtence

of the univerfe.

From the combination of many partial motions,

the refult is a more confiderable one.

Animated bodies are particular centres ofmotion,

but fome ofthem, like vegetable ones, are depend-

ent on general motions.

That man, may, according to his pleaſure, con-

tradict, or appropriate to himſelf, thoſe different

kinds
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kinds ofmotions to a certain degree, that he may

legally either increaſe or decreaſe them in a deter-

mined point,

in

That bodies act and re-act upon each other.

That from fuch an action and re-action well direct-

ed, there reſults the harmony which prolongs their

exiſtence, by reftoring the tone to thoſe parts

which it might have fuffered fome diminution,

That the above circumftance is more or leſs diftant,

in proportion to the ftrength employed , and the

refiftance of obftacles.

One muſt not think, from what has been fuper-

ficially explained, it follows, that one may, without

danger, yield to the practice of this Science. That

matter is too extenfive, not to require a deep dif-

cernment and found ftudy.

The honeft man, actuated with the defire of re-

lieving his fellow-creatures, will be fenfible, that,

previous to his yielding to the impulfe of his own

heart, he muft dedicate fome time to obſerve with

patience the effects of the fluid which he is poffeff-

ed of, and ftill more the method of tempering its

action in difficult occurrences. It is there that the

variety of cafes productive of illneſs, offer to the

attentive eye various means of inſtruction.

Ta
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To put a PERSON in a CRISIS and

SOMNAMBULISM, at a Diflance.

To magnetife, or treat a perſon at a diſtance, is

not impoffible. The manner of doing this is

as follows: The faculty ofourfoul, thought, or idea,

can perceive, contemplate, and unite itſelf to any

object preſent, diftant, vifible, or invifible.-That

it has action upon matter is well demonſtrated ; it

acts immediately upon the vivifying, electric, or

magnetic fluid,-and by its will determines it to be

directed upon fuch and fuch a part. We know

that our foul acts upon our body, and forces any

part of it to move in any direction, according to its

will.-This being the cafe, we may reaſonably be-

lieve that it may act as well upon merely organical

matter, as upon animated bodies. The thought, or

foul, goes to any diſtance ;* no obftacles can refift

it. It arrives and unites itſelf, by a ſympathetic

power, to any object it wiſhes, without a maſter of

ceremonies; neither the fize ofthe body, itsftrength,

or figure impede-all give way ;-the union is

made

* The diſtance of body has nothing to do with the ſoul.

--Vide " Lord Bacon's Silva Silvarum, upon the Tranſmiſſion of

Spirits.
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made in an inſtant-the will, and the will only is

the cauſe of it, becauſe it directs the fluid towards.

the diſeaſes and affected vifcera, by fixing them in

your imagination, as much as it is poffible, and by

that mean it will force the magnetic fluid to touch

and to penetrate, to a great diftance, any bodies to

which the foul is willing to unite herſelf, and to

re-eſtabliſh the animal œconomy, of which ſhe is

the principle that cannot be deſtroyed .

Thefe reflections fhew the poffibility, and the

meanmade uſe of, to treat a perfon at a diſtance→→→→

of which experience will fhew the`reality, and an

ingenious mind may make many curious experi-

ments, and repeated trials will convince him.

To treat a perfon at a distance, from one houſe

to another, is poffible-provided you have ſeen the

perfon before, and been in affinity, or put him in a

Crifis. The manner you do this, is to know where

the perſon is, and fix the hour by your watch, and

have fome friends with the patient to divert him :

you muſt be alone in a room to avoid any noiſe, or

any thing to diſtract the attention ofyourmind. In

that pofition you paint the perfon in your imagina-

tion-you repreſent in your idea the part which you

fuppofe affected, you may feel it within yourſelf,

and you treat in the fame manner as if the perfon

was before you. That fympathy of body and mind

which exifts between you and him, will produce a

Crifis and Semnambulism .

To
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To raise the ARM or LEG ofa PERSON awake.

Cauſe the perfon to fet his back to the North,

let him lay his hand paffive upon the table, and in

an eaſy poſture. Sit oppofite to him , lay your

hand flat on the table, about half an inch from his,

raiſe your hand gently about one inch from his, as

far as the ſhoulder, bring your hand down again,

and repeat the operation feveral times, with your

abfolute will, you will perceive the fingers diverg-

ing and rifing from the table, then proceed again

without touching, and the hand will follow yours

by attraction, as high as you pleaſe. If you do

not fucceed, it may be owing to the perſpiration of

the hand, or the perfon is too mufcular, and you

are too weak to have any effect. Raife the hand,

by putting a cup or fnuff-box under, you will

fooner fucceed, or put an Artificial Magnet in your

fleeve, South Pole towards the perfon, put another

in his, North Pole towards you . In the year 1783.

I faw Dr. Meſmer raiſe the arm and leg together of

a perſon that way. I have feen him, and Father

Hervier raiſe a perfon up from his chair : Cauſe a

perfon fit eaſy on a chair, fit oppofite, and with

both your hands extended, as if you was going to

receive fomebody in your arms, drawing towards

yourſelf, repeat often ; if the perfon is of a weak

conftitution you will foon fucceed. I have often

raiſed a perſon in Somnambuliſin, and made him

D walk
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walk towards me.
After you have raiſed the hand

of a perfon awake once or twice, cauſe him to lay

his hand on a table, retire to another room, and

paint the perſon in your idea, do the fame as if the

perfon was before you ; that fympathy of mind and

body, between you and the perfon, will make you

raife his hand.

The leg may be raiſed in the fame manner, by

putting it upon any thing to raiſe it up from the

ground, and muſt be extended. Both arms and

legs muſt be rubbed afterwards, as they are numb.

Theſe experiments are well known, and many

of my pupils are able to perform them,

Ishall
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4

CHAPTER II.

I fhall explain more minutely how to Cure

many DISEASES feparately, upon reasonable

Principles.

T

HERE is an univerfal fluid which fills all

fpace. Every animated body is endowed

with a certain quantity of electric or animal fluid.

There exifts an attraction, or fympathy and anti-

pathy between animated bodies . The univerfal

currents of the univerſal fluid, are the cauſe and

exiſtence of bodies . One may accclerate thofe cur-

rents in a body, and produce Crifis and Somnambu-

liſm, which is done by acting reciprocally upon one

another, by increaſing the currents acroſs their inter-

ftices or pores, in confequence of the abfolute will

of the operator

As there exifts a general and reciprocal gravita-

tion of all celeftial bodies to each other, fo there

exiſts a particular and reciprocal gravitation ofthe

conftitutive parts of the earth towards the whole,

and of that whole towards each of its parts.

D 2
That
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ope-That reciprocal action of all theſe bodies is

rated by an imperceptible vapor flowing in and out,

as you fee in a Loadſtone or Artificial Magnet,

forming an outſide atmoſphere ; it alſo produces

currents in a more or lefs direct manner, according

to the analogy of bodies. That perſon who is in

a good ſtate of health, and of a ſtrong conftitution,

can act moſt effectually on a fickly man,-the

power of man in a good ſtate of health will then be

more powerful, in confequence of the latter's weak-

nefs, who receives more than he gives ; it will in-

creaſe the circulation, and produce beneficial

effects.

The refpective pofition of two beings acting on

one another is not indifferent ; to judge what that

poſition fhould be, we ought to confider each being

as a whole, compounded of different parts, ofwhich

each poffeffes a form, or particular tonical move-

ment. It is of courſe, by that means, eaſily under-

ftood, that two beings have over each other the

greatest influence poffible, when they are fo placed

that their analogous parts act on one another in the

moft harmonical manner. It is neceffary that the

perſon who fubmits to be treated is willing, as well

as that the operator's mind must be abfolute, and

think ofnothing but of the different fenfations he

then feels.

Therefore, in order that two perfons may act on

each other in the ſtrongeſt manner poffible, they

muft
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muſt be placed oppofite each other; from North to

South is the beſt ; you turn your patient's face to-

wards the South ; you may treat in other directions,

according to your idea, and circumftances. In that

oppofite pofition your atmospheres are joining ; and

you may be confidered as forming but one whole,

acting in an harmonic manner. When man fuffers,

all the action of life is directed towards him in or-

der to deſtroy the caufe of fuffering ; likewife when

two perfons are acting on each other, the whole ac-

tion of that union acts on the difordered parts with

a force proportioned to the increaſe ofthe mafs. It

may, therefore, be in general afferted, that the ac-

tion of Animal Electricity and Magnetiſm, &c, in-

creaſes the pain, in proportion to the maffes.

It is poffible to direct the action ofAnimal Elec-

tricity and Magnetifm, &c. more particularly on

an individual part, by fixing your idea and direct-

ing the fluid upon the part affected . Our arms

may be confidered as conductors to the animal fluid,

and ferve to attract or repel according to our will,

and eſtabliſh a kind of continuity between bodies.

It follows, from what has been faid on the moſt ad-

vantageous pofition of two beings acting on each

other, in order to maintain the harmony of the

whole, one ought to be oppofite, at a little diſtance

from the perfon ; in that pofition you are in affini-

ty with
your patient, your two atmospheres are join-

ed; it fhews the oppofition of poles in the human

body,
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body, and is nearly the fame as thofe which may

be obferved inthe Loadftone, or Artificial Magnet,

PARACELSUS, as well as many other anatomiſts,

have admitted poles in man. Mr. George Adams,

in his Treatife on Magnetiſm, juſtly ſays, " in ſome

" future period it may be diſcovered that moſt bo-

" dies are poffeffed of a polarity, as well as one di-

" rection relative to the various affinity of the ele,

" ments of which they are compounded." The

better to conceive the pales of the human body,

we ought to confider man divided into two parts,

by a line drawn from the top to the pubis ; all the

joints of the left part may be confidered as poles

oppoſite to thoſe correſponding therewith ; the fluid,

paffes out more fenfibly, and in a greater abundance

from the extremities, as thofe extremities are con-

fidered as poles oppofite to the right, and are the

beft conductors to the animal fluid.*

Youmaygive polarity to animate and inanimate

bodies ; that is to ſay, to increaſe an action to a de-

gree which they had not before, only by friction,

very nearly reſembling that which you give to a

piece of ſteel before it becomes a magnet, except

that it will not be fo palpable. (vide the last part. )

You may alfo change the poles inthe human body

pretty near the fame as you change thofe of a mag-

net .

* Many fuppofe that if we could be balanced like a mari-

ner's compaís, cur head would incline towards the North.

Many people fleep with their heads towards the North.
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net. You may alſo ſtrengthen or increaſe the ac-

tion of Animal Electricity and Magnetiẩm, by an-

imate and inanimate bodies, as you may increaſe the

action ofan Artificial Magnet by adding moremag-

nets, provided the poles are contrary : therefore ev-

ery thing is filled in the univerfe by means of an

univerfal fluid, in which all bodies are immerſed,

and confequently all beings touch one another in

confequence of the continual circulation by which

the currents ofthe magnetic fluid flow out and paſs

in ; in confequence of this, you may affect a perfon

at a diſtance in the fame room, provided he is ofa

weak habit of body, and has been in a Criſis before,

you put the column of air into vibration, which ex-

ifts between the perfon you treat and yourſelf, that

will affect him, as is feen at a concert in Weſtmin-

fter Abbey, or other places.

In order to be in affinity or harmony with your

patient, you muſt touch him by the hand, as there

is a circulation which forms itſelf between you and

him, and tends to an equilibrium, it is generally

bythat mean eaſier to take your patients out of their

Crifes : through want of that precaution, I have

feen ſeveral perfons who could not take them out.

You next hold up both your hands parallel to the

head, and bring them gently down as far as the pu-

bis; you may follow the direction of the nerves ;

then fix your hands upon the diaphragm orftomach,

where lie the greateſt abundance of nerves ; you

may
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may put your thumbs upon the plexus, and put the

nerves in motion ; you may alfo fix one hand

upon the ftomach, and draw the other towards you,

by that mean you attract or repel at pleaſure.—

There are various ways of manipulation, which the

operatormakes ufe ofaccordingto circumftances. If

you wish to procure fleep foon, change your pofi-

tion ; get either to the right fide of your patient,

or left ; in that poſition, you fix one ofyour hands

before the head, and the other behind ; keep them

there with all your might, till you feel ſome heat

in the palm of your hand ; if the perfon is not in-

clined to fleep, you muſt charge the head in diffe-

rent directions, by fhutting your hands as if you

were boxing-then you open them quick, and this

you repeat often ; the perſon then feels a drowſineſs,

-You muſt keep your hands in oppofition as be-

fore ; by this mean the animal fluid gets into the

abforbent veſſels-acts alfo upon the nerves, which

ftimulates the body, and produces a Crifis. Ifyou

fee the patient too much agitated, get oppofite to

him, and bring both you hands downwards from

head to foot, or as if you were to fan a perſon, and

getting backwards, it will compofe him.-Then

you feek for the cauſe and place of the illness ; or

you hold the perfon's hand, and aſk him where he

feels pain, as it is increaſed by treating : if he does

not answer your queſtions properly, it is a fign he

is not in a perfect state of Somnambulism ; you muſt

keep him aſleep longer without ſpeaking to him-

you then feek for the feat ofthe difeafe, by extend-

ing
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ing your hand at a little diſtance from his body,

beginningfrom head to foot ; if your fenfations are

good, you may feel, with a little attention, within

yourſelf, through fympathy, pains in the fame part

as where the perfon is affected-or you may feel at

the end of your fingers a heat, if it is an inflamma-

tion or obſtruction ; if you feel a coldness, it isin

the lymphatic veffels ; if bilious, you feel a numb-

nefs ; there are various other fenfations, according

tothe differenceofconftitutions ; thefe circumftances

will inform you where the diſeaſe lies- but bytouch-

ing, whichisthe fureft way, you foon become certain

of the feat and caufe of the diſeaſe, which fometimes

lies in the oppofite fide to the pain, particularly in

nervous affections. After thus finding the feat of

the diſeaſe, you may touch the part affected, or

charge it as you do the head, by that means you

keep up the ſymptomatical pain, till you have ren-

dered it critical-you fecond the effort of nature

againſt the cauſe of the diſeaſe, which acts like a

ftimulus, and will produce a falutary Crisis, by put-

ting the whole frame in action, which will remove

any diſeaſeproceedingfrom obftructions, or the like;

after that the patient finds himſelf compoſed, and

4

the

Touching is certainly very efficacious, if we have the

Head-Ach, or other pains, we naturally rub the part, and it

cafes it ; but let another perfon do it, it has more virtue,

on account of the greater quantity of animal fluid, which

will expel inflammations and tumors, by theincreaſe of heat

only, which acts like a ftimulus.

E

A

8
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the cauſe ofthe diforder diminiſhed. Whenthe pa-

tient is afleep, you aſk him if it is time to take him

out of it ; if he anſwers yes, draw your hands to-

wards his head down to the feet, and rub the eyes

with your thumbs feveral times, then wave your

hand as ifyou were to fan a perfon who is too hot,

-move by degrees backwards, till he is recovered .

The caufe of moft difeafes is an irritability

or fever, debility, or obftructions ; by the flow-

nefs or abolition of motion, it is an obstruction of

debility, and by its acceleration produces an irrita

bility, inflammation, andfever.

The featofthoſe difeafes is generally inthe vifce-

ra, asthe intestines, the spleen, the liver, the epiploon,

mefentery,the loins, &c. in women, the ftomach, the

womb, and neighbouring parts . Thefe aberrations

orobſtructions are an impediment in the circulation

ofone part, which preffes on the blood or lympha-

tic veffels, and on the nerves, which produce thoſe

fpafms, on account that the fluid circulates flowly ;

for that reaſon thoſe perfons are the fooneft affected,

and
put into a Crifis, when they are labouring un-

der thoſe maladies, and are generally cured by this

mode of treatment ; if thofe veffels prefs upon the

root of a nerve, the motion and fenfibility of the

correfponding parts are quite fuppreffed, as in an

apoplexy, palfy, &c. There is not a better con-

ductor for the animal fluid than the nerves, as they

are fpread all over the body ; they abound more

parti-
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particularly in the diaphragm, ftomatical and um-

bilical plexus, where lie the moſt of the nerves,

which extend their branches (as a tree does its

branches and roots in the earth) all over the body.

Many philofophers have held the opinion that

the nerves are the feat of thefoul ; and it is pre-

fumed, that thro' the nervous fyftem Somnambules are

enabled to feein the dark when their eyes are fhut.-

When you treat a perfon you muſt follow as much

as poffible the direction of the nerves ; you may

treat at a ſmall diftance, and fix your hand upon

the part affected, and by motion you put the co-

lumn of air (which exifts between you and your

patient) into vibration, which will caufe an irrita-

tion, and produce a Crifis,

Many philofophers make uſe of conductors, ei-

ther glaſs, ſteel, filver, or gold, about eight inches

long, they have a good effect in fome cafes, but an

Artificial Magnet is beft, as it has more activity ;

all this proceeds from the idea of the operator.

Mr. Meſmer tells us, "When you make uſe of con→

“ ductors, you muſt magnetiſe from right to left,"

that is, the poles are changed .-I have repeatedly

produced the fame effect by treating from left to

right, except when I have put a perfon afleep with-

out a conductor ; if while afleep I magnetifed from

right to left, they have gone into a Crifis,-others

have awaked. If you touch the forehead with your

right hand, you must put your left in oppofition

behind ; and in the fame manner to any other

E 2

part

of
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ofthe body, becauſe there is a re-action of fluid

from one pole to the other, like a magnet ; as Dr.

Meſmer repreſents the human body as a magnet ;

ifyou eſtabliſh the North to the right, the left be-

comes the South, and the middle like the Equator,

which is without predominant action .-I repeat it ;

it is moſt advantageous to be oppofite the perfon

you want to treat, in order to cure him effectually.

Curing confifts in re-eſtabliſhing the disturbed har-

mony-the general remedy, is the application ofthe

animal fluid, which ſerves to re-eſtabliſh the equi-

librium which is loft in fome part of the body, like

an ingenious machine, one wheel will prevent the

others from going. If there is but one diſeaſe,

there is but one remedy : if motion is diminfhed, it

ought to be increafed ; if there is too great irrita-

bility, it ought to be decreaſed : as it is on folid

bodies that this fluid operates, particularly on our

vifcera, in order to rectify them, as they are def-

tined by nature to prepare, to diffolve, and affimi-

late our humors, they ſhould be brought to their

equilibrium by any means whatever, either by em-

ploying internal or external remedies ; but you ought

to be very cautious how you adminifter them , except

fuch as the patients will order for themfelves, or

preſcribe for others, which are generally very fim-

ple, and of the vegetable kingdom. There are few

remedies taken internally which are good, becauſe

when received in the ftomach, and the firft paffages,

they experience the fame elaboration as our ali-

ments, the parts ofwhich analogous to our humours

are
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are affimilated there by chylification, and the hete-

rogeneous particles are expelled by the means of

excretions. Thofe remedies which may be given

will prove to have often the effects contrary to the

intentions of the preſcriber, becauſe moſt of them

are very aqueous and cathartick , ftimulate too much,

and will increaſe irritation, fpafms, &c. and produce

effects difcordant to harmony of the parts, which

ought to be eſtabliſhed and reſtored to their proper

equilibrium . If treating is not fufficient to produce

vomiting, in the cafe of a perſon who has too much

putridity, or abundance of bile, which has been too

long ſtanding ; then a gentle emetic is to be given,

or magneſia, if there is too much acid ; if alkali is

predominant, order a folution of foluble tartar or

other acid, which you think will agree with your

patient. In cafe of a violent cholic and coftiveneſs,

or fore throat, injections or clyfters are the beft.-

Theſe are the general remedies which ought to be

adminiſtered to the patients, as in my opinion, all

thoſe preparations of minerals, were never intended

bynature for thehumanbody. Modern practitioners

have, from an intereſted view, neglected the know-

ledge ofthe vegetable kingdom, more adapted by

Providence for the human body. The diet of the

patient is whatever nature points out to him ; fhe

alone dictates what every man ought to follow,

becauſe ſhe feldom deceives us in our manner of

living, if we would confult her . It is not what we

eat, nor the quantity, which does good- it is what

we digeft ; and in regard to our drink, it is the

"
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finall quantity which is tonical. Animals by in-

ftinct will never touch any thing but what nature

has dictated to them : in this, their inſtinct is far

fuperior to our reafon . Spirituous liquors alone

areforbidden, ftrong green tea without milk, coffee,

hot aliments, and the uſe ofſnuff, becauſe it irritates

the pituitary membranes in the throat, the ſtomach,

and the head, and will produce crifpation and irri-

tation. The ufual drink may be water, with a bit

of toaſt in it, wine and water, or good rich wine,

old ſmall beer, good porter, lemonade, or different

fyrups-all theſe may be ordered according to the

cafe ofthe patient. The eating maybe good broth,

either of beef, mutton, or veal, chicken, boiled and

roafted meat. AvoidAvoid any falt or fat meat ; make

uſe ofanyfallads, good ripe fruits, or fuch like; gentle

exercife in the open air, either riding or walking.

Cold or warm baths are moſt excellent ; the drink-

ing offome mineral waters is good :-in fact, a good

obferver (though not a phyſician) may often cure

a great many people without the help of the faculty.

If you have a patient, and cannot move him

out of bed, gather round him as many healthy

perfons as you can, make them rub well their hands

-then make them hold one another, and commu-

nicate to the patient ; this is what we call to form a

chain, by that you communicate to him the ani-

mal fluid, which will vivify him, if he is too much

debilitated. You may fet him upon an infulated

ftool, as when you electrify a perfon ; you may fet

him

"



[ 39 ]

him upon a chair, and make a healthy perſon fit up-

on the fame chair back to back ; that is to fay, to

ſtrengthen or increaſe an action. You may mag-

netife a tree in a garden ; you may have one in your

room, or a ſmall reſervoir ; -there are various ways,

which depend upon the idea of the magnetifer.-

Your idea muſt be abfolute.- It is generally held,

that a perſon who attempts to cure another, from

mere motives of humanity, will have more effect

than a perſon who does it from intereſted views.

There are feveral ways of treating and curing ;

for that effect, much attention and prudence is

required ; and a humane man, willing to do

good to his fellow-creatures, who labour under

any infirmities, will never treat his patients in pub-

lic, and make them walk in their fleep, or try many

experiments. It is very well to convince in-

credulous people of the effects, but cannot do good

to the patient. I will alſo ſay, that a perſon cannot

treat more than two or three patients in a day to

do themjuftice, or he muſt be of a very ſtrong con-

ftitution, and live well ; and thofe who do treat

more, ſeldom cure by magnetiſing alone ; the pa-

tients may fancy they have been cured . But in my

humble opinion, the imagination deludes fuch pa-

tients. There are many cafes, well known to the

learned, of cures being performed by the power of

the imagination, eſpecially in caſes where the difor-

der itſelf aroſe from the imagination ; and it is cer-

tainly happy when fuch effects can be produced ;

but
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but as this has nothing to do with Animal Mag-

netifin, I beg leave to wave it.

--

Suppoſe you have a patient who has a head-

ach, you feat him in a chair, the back towards

the North, you fit oppofite to him,-you

put yourſelf in affinity with him, as I have obferv-

ed before ; you draw the general current, follow-

ing the direction of the nerves ; you. hold your

hands the fame as if you were to hold a pen ; you

feek for the cauſe of the pain , which may lie in dif-

ferent parts-perhaps the patient will tell you if

you cannot find it out. Ifit is a hemicrania, which

is owingto the foulneſs ofthe ftomach, you fix your

eyes upon your left hand, which you direct towards

the diaphragm or ftomach, with your right hand

you do the fame as if you was to turn a pancake ;

this you repeat feveral times, by that mean you ftir

the atmoſphere and relax the ftomach, and make

him vomit ; you may give a little warm water to

promote your operation ; you may alfo treat the

head by drawing the fluid downwards, or prefs your

hands upon the head in oppofition, ifthe pain has

been oflong ſtanding ; you may order a vomit, or

a gentle purge, and treat them every day, and after

order bitters to ftrengthen the ftomach. There are

different head-achs, as the cephalalgia, when the

head is affected flightly in one particular part. Cen

phalaa is when the whole head is affected, and one

fide only is called hemicrania, and a ſmall ſpot af-

fected is called clavis biftericas; Theſe various

head-
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head-achs arife from different cauſes : ifit proceeds

from obſtructions, Crifes are very falutary, as they

put the whole body into motion, and will remove

the cauſe. Treating the part which you think is

affected is very neceffary ; you do the fame with

one hand or both, by drawing your hands towards

you ſeveral times as before. To treat the head,

you may apply your hands upon the temples, and

put your thumb upon the frontal finus, which will

often remove it ; or draw the fluid towards you

with all yourmight. Electrifythe head by connect-

ing a director with a wooden point to the prime

conductor, throw a quantity of fluid on the head.

DEAFNESS.

Ifthe want of hearing proceeds from a fault in

the ſtructure of the ear, there is no cure. If it pro-

ceeds from cold, fever, hard wax, or drynefs, you

may magnetife according to my principles : you

keep yourſelf within a yard or two, according as

you feel a re-action ; you then fix your left hand

towards the ear, and you move your right open, and

bring towards the left hand, and do the fame as if

you were to clap your hands, by that mean you put

the air into vibration, and guided by your left hand

as a conductor, you apply the palm ofthe hand

on the ears ; you may put your thumb in the ear,

and with your other finger as you hold a pinch of

fnuff, prefs the thumb towards the ear- you acce-

lerate the fluid into it : impreſs your mind with the

cauſe ofthe diſeaſe, and the ſtructure ofthe part you

F

up-

are
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are treating. You may make ufe of a conductor,

either glafs or Artificial Magnet, and put it into

the ear, and rub the fame with your fingers from

the bafis towards the ear ; you may magnetiſe the

head by drawing the fluid towards you all theſe

means you are to make uſe of according to your

fenfations and judgment ; fometimes an injection

made ofCaftile foap, warm brandy and water, or

rum, and a little fweet oil, or eals-gall will affift

you
in the operation. Ifyou cannot fucceed, elec-

trify the ear by introducing a bended glafs tube,

with a wire in it, into the ear ; hold the tube with

one hand by the middle, bring a bit of wood near

the nob of the wire, and draw the fluid from the

infulated perſon, or throw the fluid into the ear with

another tube, without infulating.

Of the TOOTH-ACH .

This violent, though not dangerous, diſeaſe pro-

ceeds from rheumatism , obftructed perſpiration, in-

flammation, &c. this being the cafe, you treat ac-

cording to my rules : if there is inflammation, you`

draw the fluid from the head ; you touch thè tem-

ples, the frontal finus, the top ofthe head, the arti-

culation of thejaws, and under the chin ; you may

touch the tooth with your index and thumb ; but

a fure way is to get an Artificial Magnet, and as

your patient's face is towards the South, apply the

South pole upon the tooth, and touch the next

teeth, and after draw the fluid downwards, and you

will perform a cure ; or apply two magnets upon

the temples, the poles contrary.

DISEASES
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DISEASES of the EYES.

There is nothing fo difficult to cure as thofe dif-

eafes, and none of our organs are more fubject to

be affected than the fight, or from fo many cauſes.

When they proceed from obftructions in the cuſto-

mary evacuations, you muſt magnetife according to

my rules ; you treat the cauſe, alfo the eyes, by fix-

ing your thumbs oppofite ; you prefs with the in-

dex the fluid into the eyes ; you move your thumb

oppofite you-and may rub the eyes gently ; you

drop magnetiſed water into them with a quill,-

this you do three or four times a day, and you or-

der a little lemonade or fyrup to your patient. A

flight inflammation may be cured easily, by fixing

your idea ; draw the fluid towards you, unknown

to the perfon ; I have done it often in a ſtage-coach,

and other places.

The Gutta Serena, Opthalmia, Cataract, Specks

on the Eyes, and Fiſtula Lacrymalis, are very diffi-

cult, and almoſt incurable .-I ſhall explain the beſt

manner of treating -You muſt firſt know the

caufe, whichyou treat, after you applyyour thumbs

gently on the eyes, you rub them often ; you fix

your thumb with the next finger at a diſtance from

the eye ; make ufe of an Artificial Magnet, by fix-

ing it at the diftance of half an inch from them ;

it has by that mean removed ſpots, and Gutta Sere-

na, proceeding from the compreffion of the nerves

by fuperfluous humours ; drop magnetiſed water,

F 2
three
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three or four times a day, into the eyes : a proper

regimen is neceſſary, and fome internal and exter-

nal application.

Ofthe EPILEPSY and HYSTERIC AFFECTIONS.

Thoſe difeafes are often difficult to cure, with

many others, as they cannot be cured by internal

medicines, except when proceeding from obftruc-

tions, worms, or affection of the mind, &c. If it

proceed from worms, give fome Carolina, or black

Elebore, India Pink, mixed with jallap or rhubarb.

In obftuctions, you treat according to the rules ;

then you touch the head on the top ;-apply your

thumb to the root of the nofe, you endeavour to

diffolve the obſtructions which may be the cauſe ;

apply your hand upon the diaphragm, and endeav-

our to put the nerves in motion ; you may treat at

a diſtance alfo, but try to produce a Crifis, which

is very eafy, and the fits will decreafe every day.-

Meffrs. Andry and Touret,* phyſicians, at Paris,

cured ſeveral Epileptics, by applying Artificial Mag-

nets round the head, or like a horſe ſhoe, upon the

top of the head ; when they are in a fit, apply a

magnet in each hand, it will foon recover them ; they

are very good in fpafms, fainting, and cramps-

by applying the magnet under the foot, it ceafes

inſtantly.

• Vide their Report to the Royal Academy on Magnets.

Of
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Ofthe SCHROPHULA, called the KING'S EVIL.

This diſeaſe is a diſgrace to the ſcience ofphyfic ;

phyſicians not having found a perfect mode of cure,

It is faid that fome perfons have had the gift of

curing by touching.-I have feen in London, two

perfons who had been touched by a man after he

was hanged-they were relieved ; but in this in-

ſtance, I really believe that fear operated fo forcibly

on their imaginations, and cauſed ſuch a ſudden re-

volution in the blood as removed the obſtruction

of the glands. You may touch your patient in thoſe

parts, and draw the effluvia in order to refolve the

glands if there is an ulcer, order the perfon to

bathe the part in magnetiſed water, and keep a bit

ofrag always upon the part.- Sea-bathing, decoc-

tion of celery, bardane, nettles, and hemlock juice

may be tried, befides treating.

N. B. This diſeaſe is very dangerous to treat,

as well as all cutaneous eruptions ; I would adviſe

to have nothing to do with it if poffible.

SORE THROAT, or any inflammation in the head,

is to be treated by drawing the fluid out ofthe part,

either byputting yourfelf in oppofition, or by ftand-

ing on one fide, and putting one hand behind the

neck, and the other before.

Of the PALSY.

The Palfy, when it happens to an old perfon, or

has been oflong ftanding, is feldom cured ; but if

it
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you

it happens to one ofa middle age, and one fide onlyis

ftruck, called an hemiphlegia, a cure will be effect-

ed by being treated foon after. You may magne-

tife your patient oppofite as ufual : after you turn

the fide affected towards the North, you treat the

oppoſite ſide, which is ſuppoſed to be where the

caufe lies ; you may touch with one hand along the

back-bone, or within an inch from it, alongthe great

intercostal, by applying your right hand upon the

ftomach ; you treat him about two hours ; if

can put him into a Criſis, which is eafily done, you

may expect to cure him. You make him lift up his

bad arm, or have fomebody to fupport it ; you put

a conductor in his hand, to attract the univerfal

fluid ; you may infulate him, and turn the part af-

fected towards the North-tie a filk ftring to the

ceiling, at the end of it have a ftrong compounded

magnet-the North pole parallel to the hand-to

the other hand tie likewife another ftring, at the

end of which there is a large piece of iron, whoſe

furface is larger than the magnet ; have an electric

machine, and connect the chain to the patient, then

make him ftretch his arms-then touch the magnet

' and the piece of iron together, or one after another,

to the extremities of the hands, it will cure him ;

I cured the porter of the Royal Bank, in Dublin,

who is above 60 years old . A general vomit or purge

is often neceffary ; the diet muft be good ; if the

tongue is affected, put a conductor upon it, or an

Artificial Magnet, fuch as you make uſe of for the

teeth, by preffing the fluid from the baſis towards

the

1
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the point on the tongue : fometimes a little gargle

is ufeful. Electricity and the cold bath are very

good.

ST. VITUS'S DANCE,

This ftrange diforder may be cured by a long

treatment ; you may magnetife a harpsichord, and

make the patient dance till he drops down, and

treat him after. I have feen a girl cured that way,

by a private gentleman at Paris.

RHEUMATISM.

Nothing is more common in this country than

this diſeaſe, on account of the dampneſs and change

of the weather, which will abforb the electric and

or magnetic fluid from flying off different parts,

particularly from the feet, from whence there flies

out a greater abundance of fluid , than from any

other part of the body. It is for that reafon dogs

will follow our tracks. There are very obftinate

Rheumatisms, which proceed from different caufes,

fuch as heat or cold, which produce inflammation

between the joints, and are difficult to cure. The

method of curing this diſeaſe, is to magnetiſe the

patient in oppofition ; try to promote perſpiration,

by putting him into a Crifis. Ifthe Rheumatism is

in a particular part of the body, you muſt treat the

part affected, either by touching or rubbing, which

is the beſt. You may make ufe of an Artificial

Magnet in the form of a horfe fhoe. Ifthe Rheu-

matifun
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matifm is in the head, you apply it upon the top of

it ; if it is in the face and teeth, apply it on the tem-

ples ; if it is in the hip, you apply it above the knee,

with the poles up ; if in the knees, apply it on the

tarfus, with the poles up ; if it is on the boulders,

you place it on the humerus or arm-bone, &c.-

Electricity, hot and cold bath, earth-bathing, ac-

cordingto Dr. GRAHAM's principles, have been of

fervice. Some internal and external applications

will affift the operation.-I knew a baker who was

fo bad that Electricity had no effect ; he was advif-

ed by a Somnambule to get into his own oven, hav-

ing fuch a degree of heat, from thence he was car-

ried between two blankets into bed, and by proper

ftimulus became perfectly well after four trials .

DROPSY.

There are different forts ofthis diſeaſe, according

to the parts which are affected . I fhall treat ofthe

manner of curing the afcite, which is, when there is

a collection of watery fluid in the abdomen or belly,.

proceeding from obftructions, living too low, and.

fometimes from drinking fpirits or cold water, when

the body is hot. You treat the patient in oppofi-

tion ; you fix your hands upon the part, either at a

diftance, or by applying the hands on the belly ;

you try to produce a Crifis, which is the quickeſt

way. You may apply a magnetiſed bell-glaſs on

the belly, when the patient is in bed, the fame on

the legs, ifthey are fwelled, and various acceffaries,

accord-
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according to the operator's fancy. Dropfies ofthe

brain, ofthe breaſt, and of the legs, are treated by

extracting the fluid, and promoting circulation and

perfpiration.A poor woman, having occafion

to go down into the kitchen, faw my black fervant

ſtark naked, in a large tub of water ; ſhe was ſo

frightened that fhe fell on the ftairs in an hyfterick,

was heard, and brought to ; the Black had hid

himſelf in the coal-hole, and thought the woman

was dead ; on the contrary, next day fhe meaſured

a quarter of a yard lefs round the waift, as fhe had

been meaſured before, and became well after.

Of the ASTHMA.

This diſeaſe of the lungs is very feldom cured

when it proceeds from a bad formation ofthe breaſt,

or is hereditary. If it comes from obftructions,

treat the lungs, and put the patient into Crifes to

promote circulation : but if the aſthma proceeds

from another caufe, as violent paffions of mind,

humoral or nervous, and the patient fpits a great

deal, treat the ftomach upwards, to promote expec-

toration . Ifthe patient cough much at night, give

him a glaſs of magnetifed water on going to bed,

and another in the morning. Moderate exerciſe in

a gentle air is very ufeful.

APOPLEXY .

This fudden lofs of the fenfes may be cured by

applying immediately, and with proper care. The

G caufe
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•

caufe is an effufion of blood, or a collection of wa-

tery humours. There are two forts, afanguine and

Jerous Apoplexy ; it is generally towards the brain,

that the cauſe lies, becauſe the blood does not re-

turn from the head. That being the cafe, you mag-

netife the patient either in bed or up : if he is in

bed, you ſtay at his feet ; you magnetiſe the head

downward ; you may get at his right ſide, and mag-

netife as before ; you touch his head, one hand be-

hind, the other before, and bring your hands down-

wards--you muſt raiſe the head ofthe patient high.

If it is afanguine. Apoplexy, and you ſee there is no

change, you may order a bleeding, or put the feet

in warm flannel. Let the patient have free air.

You muſt treat him four hours a day.

NIGHT MARE.

This diſagreeable difeafe puts the patient into

the greateſt torture during his fleep ; he feels often

a weight upon his ftomach, like a man, cats, or

dogs. He endeavours to cry aloud, and fan-

cies himſelfgoing to be drowned, or to be killed .

It proceeds from a weak ftomach, nervous affec-

tions I have attended a patient, who uſed to

be blooded every year in May : during March and

April, he was alwaysfo ; but as foon as he was bled,

the effect ceaſed. They are a kind of Somnambules.

You may treat the ftomach, by throwing a quantity

of fluid, in order to ftrengthen it ; alfo treat the

head downwards. A glaſs of magnetiſed water

going to bed, is very good.

CONSUMP-
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CONSUMPTION, DECAY, or PHTHISIS

PULMONALIS.

This diſeaſe, fo common in England, is difficult

to cure ; if it proceeds from want ofthe animal fluid

in the body, which waftes it to nothing, it is necef-

fary that the perſon who treats be very ſtrong and

healthy. His patient is like a child at the breaſt,

pumping his animal juice, and he may be much

hurt by it, like a child who fleeps with an old and

unhealthy perfon ; therefore would adviſe to treat

as few as poffible. Riding a young horfe without

a faddle, a cow, or a bullock, or to be among cat-

tle, is very good-to fleep in a ſtable, by commu-

nicating a rope from the bed to the cattle, which

ferves as a conductor to the animal fluid ; or to

follow a plough in a dry day, or to handle fome

Live on animal food,
vegetables and freſh meat.

and rich wine.

Difeafes inthe ftomach, fo common in this coun-

try among women, owing to that pernicious cuſtom

of wearing ſtays ; not only that, but they muſt alſo

have a piece of wood, two or three inches broad,

and proportiona
bly thick, called a bufk, which oc-

cafions fo many difeafes. They fhould be loofe

round the body.-You treat the ftomach, by throw-

ing a quantity of fluid into it.-Crifes are not good

for it.

FLATULE
NCY

, or wind in the ftomach and bow-

els, arifes from want of tone in thoſe parts.-It is

G 2
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to be treated upwards, which will make the patient

break wind, and produce a Crifis , which is the beſt.

After the Crifis, you must treat the ftomach down-

wards, in order to fettle it-you may order carmi-

natives, and exerciſe in pure air.

BILE on the ftomach is treated upwards ; alfo to .

make the patient vomit, and Crifes are good for it

-a glafs of magnetifed water after will fettle the

ftomach. In all forts of inflammations ofthe lungs,

liver, &c. you treat towards you, and avoid the

Crifes, as well as when thoſe parts are ulcerated. In

the Stone and Gravel you treat ; throw a quantity

of fluid and produce Crifis, it will promote evacu-

ation, which may do fervice to the patient. I knew

a gentleman who had juſt learned , who told me he

had diffolved, in a little time, a ftone in the bladder,

about four ounces, by magnetifing only. I adviſed

him to treat the London Monument, and carry it into

St. George's-Fields ; he would have five hundred

pounds reward.

In external Swellings, Strains, or Ulcers, draw

towards you, or apply your hands in oppofition on

the part, a long time, and bathe with magnetifed

water.

Pregnant women, and in labour, may be treated

without a Crifis.

The CHLOROSIS, or obftruction in the fair fex,

which is owing to debility or laxity of habit.- In

plethoric
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plethoric habits, treat in oppofition , and endeavour

to produce a Crifis. I knew a lady, who told me

fhe had cured feveral, by the application ofthe hand.

Of NERVOUS DISEASES.

It is in thoſe diſeaſes that magnetifm acts more

forcibly,byputting the whole nervous fyftem inmo-

tion ; it operates Crifes, as well as Somnambulism,

and offers to the attentive eye a vaft field of obfer-

vation.

There is as great a variety in thofe difeafes, as

there are combinations between all poffible num-

bers. Different organs may be affected, and dif-

tinctly from others, fuch as fight, hearing, feeling,

tafting, and ſmelling. In fome perfons the exten-

fion of fight is fo great, that it feems as ifthey made

ufe of a microſcope : fome ofthem can fee in the

dark, the animal fluid flying in all directions, and

appears luminous,-I knew a lady's maid, every

time fhe pulled off her miftrefs's filk ftockings,

could fee fparkles of fire, and the legs appeared lu-

minous. One day the experiment was made in a

dark room, out of eight perfons prefent, two could

not fee any thing, and the reft could perceive

plainly. Mr. Boyle mentions a perfon, who, after

getting half fuddled with claret (which was fup-

pofed relaxed the ftomach and his nervous fyftem)

when he walked in the night, could fee to read mo-

derate print . We have feen lately in all the newf--

papers,
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papers, an account ofa man who could diftinguifh

colours in the dark.-GRIMALDI tells us, " that

fome women can, by their eyes alone, diſtinguiſh

between eggs laid by black hens, and thoſe by white

ones." Theſe facts will lead to many things which

I fhall relate about Somnambules We must not at-

tribute to whim all the fingularities, which we ob-

ferve among people affected in the nerves ; it is

a real caufe, as that which determines the moſt rea-

fonable man. I knew a gentleman in London, who

fhook his head and arm every inſtant, like a perpe-

tual motion ; A lady I treated, when in his compa-

ny had the fame involuntary affection. There are

different methods of treating thoſe diſeaſes, either

by treating withour Crifis, or with it ; fuch people

are the beſt Somnambules. If a perfon is irritable,

you treat gently, in oppofition, by drawing a cer-

tain quantity of fluid from him ; if, on the contra-

ry, you throw the fluid towards him, you may put

him into a gentle Crifis ; ifthe patient has a tremb-

ling of the limbs, or the head, you treat thoſe parts ;

ifyou cannot fucceed by treating, apply a magnetic

bandeau round the head, it will ftop it inftantly.-

For trembling of the hands, you apply magnetic

bracelets, fuch as I have made,

To ftop the blood from a cut, fix your idea

upon the part, and hold your finger as if you had a

pinch of fnuff, prefs with your index and your

thumb upon the cut, it will stop it inftantly.

FEVER.
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1

FEVER.

Fevers ofevery kind may be cured by Criſes ; it

is during that time that nature endeavours to get

rid of what difturbs her, either by perſpiration, vo-

miting, and evacuation . Thofe people are the beſt

Somnambulifts, as 1 fhall explain hereafter. It is very

eafily underſtood, bythemethod I havetaken to ex-

plain the treating of the foregoing diforders, that

an ingenious magnetifer may treat all others, as it

would require a whole volume to explain them.

To treatone's felf is as eafy as to make our arms;

feet, and other parts of the body, move in any di-

rection we pleaſe . You make yourſelffick in your

ftomach byyour abfolute will : I have done it often,

before feveral gentlemen, by ſtirring the atmoſphere

my ftomach.in

Animals of all kinds may be treated in different

ways. I have feen, at the Veterinary School, in Pa-

ris, feveral horſes and cows feel the effects fenfibly.

There was a refervoir, fimilar to that which I de-

ſcribe, but no electric machine. I have feen dogs

and cats put to fleep feveral times ; therefore it

cannot be from imagination ; I would adviſe to try

that, to ſee the reality. I know a gentleman at

Bristol, who has done it often.

I ſhall not mention here the cures I have made,

as well as my Pupils ; I fhall refer to the works of

Marquis de Pufegur, Tardy de Montreveil, and 20

volumes more.

Of
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Ofthe CRISES, or PAROXYSM .

The Crifes are an effort of nature against the dif

order, endeavouring to diffipate the obftacles that

are in the circulation, and to reſtore harmony or e-

quilibrium in all the parts of the body. Few dif-

eafes can be cured without a Crifis, particularly

when it proceeds from obftructions. I muft ob-

ferve, that in many cafes, when diforders are at a

natural Crifis, the application of phyfic is deemed

to produce an effect ; when, in reality, it is merely

the force of nature reftoring the equilibrium. ,

There are two forts of Crifes.-The natural one,

which is attributed to nature alone, gets rid of what

offends her by an increaſe of movement, producing

vomiting, motion, perfpiration, &c. Thefe are the

moſt falutary ; as nature acts filently, without vio-

lence, and expels the obftacles that impede circula-

tion, by moving gently the molecules which form

thofe impediments, and go offby perfpiration, &c.

The forced one is fometimes falutary in obftruc-

tions, windy and bilious complaints. Theſe are pro-

duced when nature is infufficient to expel what of-

fends her. The uſe of Animal Electricity and

Magnetifm, puts in action the whole body, and in

conjunction with her, acts efficaciouſly on the
pa-

tient, and he diſcovers benefit and cafe, particularly

if it has produced evacuations , &c. There are va-

rious means of producing then, according to the

ſubject,
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fubject , and the cauſe of his diſeaſe. Some faythere

are fix degrees of Crifes ; in my opinion, there are

as many, as different conftitutions to treat ; fome

will alfo fay there is a luminous Crifis, from that

fect called Illumines ; they were called, ten years

ago, in France and Germany, Clair- voyans,

Suppofe you have a proper perfon, and wiſh to

put him into a Crifis, (be very cautious, as it may

laft many hours, according to the conſtitution and

difeafe) put yourſelf in affinity with him , by hold-

ing his thumbs or his hands, during a few feconds-

Divest yourſelf from any prejudice, and think of

nothing elſe but of producing the effects. The

perfon muſt be willing for the first time, and your

mind muſt be abfolute, and of a ſtronger confti-

tution than the perfon you operate upon ; if the

perfon is afraid, you will produce a ſtrong Crifis,

You muſt be alone in a room to avoid any noiſe,

or any thing to difturb your mind ;-I have often

failed in a large company, being diſturbed by noiſe,

and my fear of not fucceeding, together with the

different atmoſpheres, and other accidental caufes.

If it ſo happens that you do not fucceed that time,

fufpend your judgment, try again another time, or

make

* Croire vouloir, according to the Marquis de Payſegur,

is fufficient ; but fome modern profeffors have made it, voli-

tion, belief, abſtraction, intention, affection, confidence, ſympathy,

&c. all theſe are imaginary ; the whole contents depend in

the abfolute will of the operator,

H
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make choice of another ſubject ; it may be owing

to your habit of body, the weather being too hot,

or too cold, or other caufes. It is a miſtaken no-

tion to fuppofe that every body can be put to fleep ;

perhaps Providence has not ordained it fhould be

fo, for the good of fociety. While you hold the

hands, fix your idea and eyes upon the heart, fto-

mach, andfrontalfinus above the noſe, then bring

your hands down to the feet, and raiſe them up to-

wards the head again ; repeat the operation ſeveral

times, and charge the head in different directions,

by fhutting your hands and opening them quickly,

by that mean you throw a quantity of animal fluid

on the patient, which will caufe a vibration of the

nerves, and put him in a convulfion. If the perfon

is too much agitated, which is often the cafe, try to

calm him, by drawingthe fluid downwardsfrom head

to foot; dothe fame as if the perfon was too hot ; put

theair in motion withyour hands, drawing back, and

giving him air ; or take his hands and apply them

to your fide, then blow in his face, that may eafe

him. There are fome people more fufceptible of

Crifes than others ; it depends upon the ſtrength

of their conftitutions, and the nature of their dif

eaſes ; but when you have once or twice put a per-

fon into that ſtate, he is then under your influence,

you may at any time, place, or hour produce the

fame effects without motions, as when you treat at -

a diſtance ; the more you treat the ſtronger you be-

come, like an armed load-ftone, by adding weight

to it every day. Some become infenfible to it when

they
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they draw near their recovery. It is often more

eafy to put a perfon into a Crifis* than to take him

out of it. The best method is to let the perfon

compofe himſelf; if he has been much agitated

(like a perfon in an epileptic fit) it is a long time

before nature can recover : do not speak to him till

you fee him compofed and eaſy. Aſk him how he

does ? ifhe does not anſwer your queſtions, let him

be quiet longer ; if you were to take him out too

foon, he would be apt to fall aſleep again, as I have

feen many, or perhaps have a head-ach after . If

he fays, in a quarter of an hour, be careful to awake

him at that time ; fome will tell to a fecond when

it is near the time they have fixed to be awaked.

When the time is arrived, fan him from head to

feet ; apply your fingers upon his temples, then rub

his eyes
with your thumbs feveral times, and he

will open them in a furpriſe ; ifhe complains ofa

head-ach, put the air in motion, and let nobody

come near him for a few minutes ; a glass of wine,

rum orbrandy and watermay be given, and let him

not go out immediately. Many profeffors make

ufe ofdifferent means ; in myhumble opinion, this

I have found by experience to be the beſt, as I have

fre-

* It has been afferted by ſome profeffors of late, that a per-

fon of a bad moral character cannot be put into a Crifis, or

operate upon others . But daily experience has convinced me

that morality has nothing to do with thefe phyfical effects,

being produced in bad characters themfelves, or they pro

ducing them in others.

H 2
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frequently feen others fail . When the patient is re-

covered, by making the room dark, and rubbing

your hands, he will fee fparks of fire iffuing out

of the fingers, he will alſo perceive a luminous va-

pour flying all round your body, like phofphorus,

and your eyes emitting great rays of light, the

breath having the appearance of a light fmoke,

and many other phenomena, which you may try as

you will read in the experiments. Some people

have not that irritability on the optic nerve the firſt

time, but the fecond or third feldom fails.

Falts arestubborn Things when often repeated.

I muſt be permitted to relate many examples

that will appear incredible to fome perfons,-yet I

can produce a thouſand witneffes. Let any fober

enquirer after truth, fit down, reflect, and try,-he

is fure to fucceed, let the caufe be what it will, the

effects will fatisfy him,-as many hundreds in this

kingdom can produce them .

There are many people who will remain fe-

veral hours in thefe Crifes, others will catch

it through ſympathy.I have ſeen at Dr. Meſ-

mer's Chambre des Crifes, about thirty perfons

at a time in that fituation, and a great many

at the treatment of the Marquis de Puyfegur, Dr.

De la Motte, Dr. Vernier, Father Hervier, and

hundreds more, in the year 1784. The fame year

a gentleman begged I would go with him to fee

his
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his niece, who was a novice in a convent, near Pa-

ris, he was confined in that unnatural priſon,

againſt her own will and inclination ; fince the Re-

volution ſhe has been happily married :—at the

time I faw her fhe looked pale and debilitated ; I

told her I would magnetiſe her ; an old nun ran

up immediately, and the Abbefs with fix or eight

nuns along with her ;-I held by the hands thro'

the grate, fixing my eyes on her heart, in one mi-

nute fhe went into a Crifis ; five more nuns went

into hyfterick fits, the others ran away; their ſcreams

alarmed fo much my patient, that the remained in

that ftate four hours ; I could not affift hier, nor

would the Abbess permit me to go in.-This phe-.

nomenon is often feen in manufactories, ſchools, and

other public places ; one perfon will often cauſe

many to go into hyftericks, like the Trembleurs,

in America.

In Dublin, being in a large company at a noble-

man's houſe, I put a lady of quality and a gentleman

into a Criſis, and two or three fervants ; there came

in a certain great lady, feveral ladies ran up to her,

and told her what they had witneffed ; I turned

round, and waved a glaſs conductor towards her, the

fhining ofthe glaſs made her believe ſhe was mag-'

netifed ; ſhe went into a gentle Crifis,-all the com-

pany were alarmed ; I then put an Artificial Mag-

net into her hand, gave her air, and ſhe recovered

foon ; all the ladies were curious to view the mag-

net, as poffeffing fuch a power..

In
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In London, in the year 1785 , feveral French no-

blemen, Members of the Harmonic Society, did

me the honour of calling at my lodgings ;-the Duke

de
put a perfon into a Crifis, ufing his cane

only as a conductor ; feveral ladies were carried in→

to another room, who were affected,

In Dublin, I called at a houſe to treat a

lady for the fecond time, fhe was no fooner in a

Crifis, than three ladies, feated on a fopha, went

into hysterick fits ; their fcreams alarmed my patient

fo much, that fhe remained in that ftate near three

hours.

In Wolverhampton,* ſeveral ladies and two gen-

tlemen did me the honour of calling at my lodg-

ing ; after I had entertained them with electric and

magnetic recreations, I defired a very amiable lady

to fit down, whilft I took off the magnetic effluvia,

by a final motion of my hand, and my abfolute

will,

It is a very populous collegiate town, in Staffordshire, 13

miles from Birmingham ; very remarkable for the coal -pits,

and wild-fires, the antiquity ofthe Church, the environs ofthe

town being fo well cultivated , on account ofthe number of

noblemen's feats, which form many beautiful and grotesque

pictures ; alfo the manufactories, particularly japaning, and

other ingenious works of Meffrs. Taylor, Jones, and Badger :

the fteel works, and the porter brewery ; together with the

peace and harmony in which the inhabitants live together,

the cheapnefs ofprovifions, the hofpitality fhewn to ftrangers,

but above all the beauty of the ladies, juitly entitle it to the

-name ofthe terreftrial paradife of Great Britain.

1



[ 63 ]

will, fhe went into a gentle Crifis ; two other ladies

went into hystericks, through fympathy. Several

gentlemen ofthe fame place, who had done me the

honour to fubfcribe to my lectures, having feen fe-

veral experiments, were defirous to fee a ſtrong

Crifis,-I defired a gentleman to try the experiment

on a perfon who had been treated by him feveral

times, as the perfon knew the gentleman, ſhe was not

afraid ; and was in one minute put into fuch a con-

vulfion, that two gentlemen could hardly hold her,

fhe cried much ; what was furpriſing, ſhe could

hear a drum beating; it was fix minutes before any

gentleman prefent could hear it ; fhe was near four

hours inthat ſtate . After taking her out oftheCrifis,

fhe fell aſleep again, which happens frequently ;

the company left the room, and would have given

much money not to have feen fuch a high Crifis.

In Worcester, I made the obſervation, that one

patient amongtwentywouldfometimes remain aſleep

3 hours, and fall into an hyfterick fit of laughing

for ten minutes ; fome would fall into fo found a

fleep, that any operation might be performed with-

out their knowledge.

In Briſtol, at a gentleman's houſe, I put the maid

fervant aſleep for halfan hour : A gentleman, who

had learned before, put her afléep a fecond time,

without the precaution of being in affinity ; fhe re-

mained near three hours in a violent hyfterick, that

two gentlemen could hardly hold her ; fhe drank

four
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four or five pints of warın beer, which the never

uſed to drink .

Near Gloucefter, at a gentleman's houſe, the maid

was put aſleep for three hours ; nobody could a-

wake her ; the ladies took off her garters, in the

abfence of the gentlemen, which caufed an old

maid of fourſcore to fay, fhe would never go into

company with gentlemen who had learned that art,

as fhe could not think herſelf ſafe among
them .

In Dublin, Gloucester, and other places, I have

given ſeveral perfons in Crifes electric ſhocks, who

did not recollect the fame when awake- many gen-

tlemen of the faculty have been eye-witneffes.

In Gloucester, a youngman, apprentice to a gen-

tleman of the faculty (eminent in his profeffion)

went home, defired the fervant to fit down, he then

went through the fame procefs he had feen his ma-

fter perform before ; to his great furprife he could

not awake her ; his maſter came home, and was a-

ftoniſhed to find his fervant afleep-he took her

out ofthe Crifis.

In Paris, I put a man afleep a furgeon of the

invalids, who thought that a little bleeding would

do him good, he was bled ; the man would not

believe he had been bled after he was recovered.

There are in Paris, and the provinces, many

Acoucheurs who put their patients afleep in fome

cafes . Of
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OfSENSATIONS, looked upon as a Sixth Senfe.

There are as many fenfations, as there are poffi-

ble differences between proportions.

In all fenfations, we muſt confider three things

-the caufe producing the impreffion, the nature

and difpofition of the organs receiving it, and the

fenfations which have preceded it. It is by the

combination of thofe affinities, that the organs of

our fenfes may be magnified or increaſed to fuch a

degree, as to become, for every object which they

preſent to us, what teleſcopes and microſcopes are

to the fight ; confequently our fenfations are the

refult of all the effects which objects make on our

organs.

Our fenfes can only draw us, more or lefs, near

to the knowledge of objects and their nature, by a

conftant uſe and ſerious application, in order to at-

tain to their reality.

We have a great number offmall organs proper

to receive fenfations ; but the habit we are in of

making ufe offome particular organs only, abforbs

the reft. Blind people have different ſenſations

from us ; they will perceive a wall, or other body,

before they touch it ; and tell the ſize of a perſon,

and many other furprifing things . There is no

doubt but we are endowed with an internal fenfe,

which is in affinity with the univerfe, and is confi-

I dered
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dered as an extenfion of fight ; it is by thofe means,

one may comprehend the poffibility of finding the

diſeaſe of another,-of forefights, predictions, and

the phenomenon of Somnambules, Sybils, &c.

Ifit is poffible to be affected in fuch a manner, as

to have the idea of a body at an immenfe diftance, *

in the fame manner as we ſee the ſtars, the impref-

fion of which is tranfmitted to us in a right line,

the fucceffion and continuity of a co-exiſting mat-

ter between them and our organs, bounded by the

nature of their form, why ſhould it not be poffible,

by the means of an inward organ, by which we are

in contact with the whole univerfe, for us to be af-

fected by beings, the fucceffive motion of which is

propagated to us in curve or oblique lines, in any

direction ? and why ſhould we not be affected by

the connection ofbeings which fucceed one another?

I was acquainted with Monfieur de Botinau, who

had a place under Government in the ifland of

Bourbon. During twenty years he made a particu-

lar ſtudy ofa ſenſe unknown to us : he could perceive

a fleet or a fingle fhip one or two hundred miles off ;

laft war he deſcribed Mr. De Suffrein's fleet, the

number of ſhips, and thoſe which had paſſed by and

did not ſtop at the iſland.-He could do more :-

At fea, he could tell the diſtance he was off land ,

and

* The Eagle and other Animals have more fubtle fenfes

than ourſelves,
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and perceive rocks in the water ; which has been

proved by repeated experiments in the Channel.-

I cannot fay this for certain, but I have ſeen the

Certificates granted him from the Governor and

principal people of the iſland, and the Petition and

Recommendation to the French Minifter, who

granted him 1800 livres per annum.

The famous BLETON, called the Sourcier, or

Spring-finder, whenever he walked upon a ground

where there was a vein of water, he felt within him-

felf a certain fenfation which gave him notice there

was water. Anothercountryman, whofhook where-

ever there was water, owing to the elementary, e-

lectric, or magnetic fire, ariſing from the water, and

paffing through the pores of the earth, gave him

that fenfation.

Of SOMNAMBULISM, or SLEEP WALKING.

SOMNAMBULISM is a ftate between fleeping and

walking, partaking of both, The patient is a

Somnambule or Clair- voyans, when he can do the

fame as when he was awake ; thofe natural Somn-

ambules who get up in the night, and do manyfur-

prifing things, are well demonftrated they are dif-

eafed perfons, and may be cured by treating. The

magnetic Somnambules are thofe whom art has

found out a means of abforbing, and fufpending

I 2 fome
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fome oftheir external fenfes for awhile ; the patients.

eat and drink, go up and down, play on any kind of

inftrument they are ufed to, and do many furpriſing

things as you pleaſe to defire them , either by words

or by thought, provided they are willing.

The firft I faw was at the Marquis de Pufegur's,

in the year 1784 ; and foon after there was a hun-

dred to be feen among the different Practtioners in

Paris ; whenever a perſon has a real Somnambule,

he has a treaſure ; they are called Malades-Mede-

eins, or Sick-phyficians. I knew a very extraor-

dinary one, who faved the learned Monf. du Coidic's

life, after a wound he had received ;-thefe beings

appear to ſee in the dark, and go through an exter-

nal atmoſphere ; they have befides an inward fenfe,

which they make uſe of to perceive objects prefent,

viſible, or invifible : No phyficians can tell the

cauſe and diſeaſe ofa perfon, fo well as a Somnambule,

which they feel through fympathy, and other means

almoft incredible, and hardly known : It feems,

that being deprived of their external fenfes , their

intellects become ftronger. 1 fhall not relate all

the queſtions and anſwers, their diſeaſes, and thoſe

of others ; as it would require feveral volumes.-

I fhall content myſelf with relating facts, which I

have produced before many reputable witneffes.

SOMNAMBULES can walk, fee, eat, drink, work,

and do many other things, which they cannot re-

collect after.-In the year 1784, I put a gentleman

in

1
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in Somnambulism ; in that ſtate he was brought in

a coach tothe fide of a river, along with fome friends

who came to fee him ; when his foot touched the

water he drew back, faying, he did not like to wet

himſelf ; he was aſked if he could ſwim, he ſaid,

No, but would follow any body into the river,

he undreffed himſelf, and followed a gentleman that

came with him ; when he was as deep as his

fhoulders, he tried to ſwim towards the fhore ; and

did it pretty well : I took him out of his fleep, he

was fo furpriſed to fee himſelf wet, that he fell

back ; he was defired after to fwim, he ſaid he was

afraid, nor would he believe he had been fo doing..

There are many inftances of natural Somnambules ;

fome have been drowned by being awaked fudden-

ly. In Bristol, a perfon being in that ſtate, ſome

gentlemen told her fomething difagreeable ; fhe

took her bonnet and cloak , walked home, we fol-

lowed her ; it was alfo dark, and fhe did not mifs

the door. At Worcester, another lady in that ſtate

took it into her head to walk home to dinner, fay-

ing, ſhe ſaw her father and fifters going to dinner ;

fhe went down ftairs, aſked a lady in the parlour

how she was ; we had much ado to bring her up ;

fhe took a bafon of broth, and did not recollect the

had been either walking or drinking, except fome

tafte fhe had.

At Glocefter, before many ladies and gentlemen

of that city, I made fome walk round a garden.-

gave fome electric fhocks, &c. in order to con-
I

vince
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vince the faculty of that place, who do not now

doubt ofthe effects.

In Dublin, a lady in that ſtate, got up on a fud-

den went up ftairs, three ftories high, in the dark,

entered into a room, where a lady was fick in bed ,

fhe told her fhe had better open her windows, for

there was an atmoſphere fufficient to kill a horſe,

and many other particulars concerning her diſeaſe

but the lady afking her fome filly question arifing

from her difeafe, fhe came down ftairs as faſt as fhe

could, to the aftoniſhment oftwenty ladies and gen-

tlemen prefent.-N. B. They feldom answer any

queftions foreign to the diſeaſes :-To prove this,

A Captain of the Navy, in Dublin, and a very good

practitioner, told a lady he would put her to fleep,

to know whether fhe could tell the longitude ; the

lady confented, and faid fhe would ; he put her to

fleep, and on afking that queftion, fhe burst out a

crying, and was ill after ; many ladies and gentle-

men were prefent.

In Dublin, being at a gentleman's houſe, I put

his niece to fleep, whom I had never feen before,

and made her walk down ftairs, fit down to fupper,

drink a glass of wine and eat a cake ; the ladies

prefent were in fear for her, and begged I would a-

wake her, which I did ; ſhe was much ſurpriſed to find

herſelf in the middle of the company. Some chair-

men, ftanding inthe paffage, had feen the lady walk

down flairs ; two of them brought me home, to

whom
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whom I gave half a crown, which he put in his

mouth, returning me a bad one of his own, at

the fame time pretending it was mine ; I told him

if he did not return my good half crown, I would

put him to fleep inftantly. By J- s, here is your

full change, I will call again, I have many ladies

and gentlemen to take home.

Howthey can fee is a queftion . I, and many of

my pupils, have repeatedly put glaffes and cups in

a dark room, and made them walk about, and they

have never touched them. One day, a lady told me,

You dothis to try me, but I fee better than you.

In Dublin, a perfon being in Somnambulism, I

defired a lady and gentleman to write on a bit

of paper, the room being dark, fhe told the

contents ; we gave her a book, fhe read it, and did

not bring it near her eyes, but before the Plexus,

and faid fhe could fee better. Another lady, who

told a gentleman he had just received a letter ; fhe

alfo told the fubject of it, and from whence it came.

When queftionedhowfheknewit, fhe told him,-By

that affinitywhich exifts betweenyou andyour coufin.

In Dublin, at the houfe of a particular friend of

mine, I put his daughter in Somnambulism , before

her mufic-mafter, and feveral other muficians ; the

fat down to her harpfichord, took her book, and

looked for her laft leffon, which the played better

than when awake ; the room was dark ; fhe ſtopt

fuddenly,
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fuddenly, on being asked the caufe, fhe faid fhe

muſt be charged more ;-they are like a machine

which requires to be wound up. In the fame place,

at a gentleman's houfe, another lady played on an

harpfichord, and fang at the fame time, which fhe

did fing fo affectingly, as to draw tears from many

of the ladies prefent .

In Worcester, a lady, when in that ſtate, would

fing fo well, and be fo merry, that all thofe who

knew her declared fhe never was fo in her ordinary

ftate. I have made ſeveral few, knit, and ſpin.—

Many gentlemen, who would not believe that they

could fee in the dark, I have made them put their

watches to different hours, and fhewed the watch

in the dark, they have told what o'clock it was ;-

I have made them put their hand over it, or a book,

and they have read it. I have read lately, that they

can fee through a mill-ftone ; that may be, as what

appears to us opake, is not a particular quality,

but a circumſtance relating to the degree of irrita-

bility of our organs.

In Wolverhampton, a gentleman put a boy to

ſleep, and gave him colours to paint a rofe inthe

dark, which he did very well.- I have feen many

draw and write.- I knew a gentleman, who could

diftinguiſh colours with his eyes fhut .-I have rub-

bed a glaſs tube with my hands, and they could fee

electric fire.-A gentleman, in Paris, whom I put

into Somnambulism, at a private houſe, faid, here is

my
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my father coming, he will be furpriſed to fee me ;

his father came in about ten minutes, he would not

believe his fon was afleep, as he was making all

forts ofequilibriums à la veftris, till he laid down

for an hour without fpeaking.In Dublin, I put

a lady to fleep at a private houſe ; we aſked her

where Mifs was, ifſhe ſaw her, and what ſhe

was doing ? ſhe ſaid ſhe was very ill up ftairs with

the maid ; fhe reached on the carpet in a drawing-

room, and was very ill ; after enquiring, we found

what the faid was true ; twenty ladies and gentle-

men were prefent.

In Cheltenham, I put a perſon aſleep at a private

houſe ; a lady and a gentleman, being very incre-

dulous, were fent for while fhe was afleep ; the gen-

tleman ventured to ask her who was come into the

room,-Mr. and Mrs. , is any thing the mat-

ter with either of them ? Yes, Mr. is fo and

fo, and nobody can tell him the cauſe, nor can cure

him ; the gentleman was ſurpriſed, as he was fure

fhe never ſpoke to him, nor knew him.-I could

relate twenty inftances like this, afferted by many

creditable perfons like the foregoing.

典

In Dublin, at a private houſe, I put a man-fer-

vant to fleep, who had been ill a long time, and

nobody knew the caufe ; I then put a little boy to

fleep, and defired him to go to the man, he no

fooner came near him, than he ran away ; a gen-

tleman of the faculty (known for his abilities as a

K
pro-
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profeffional man, and an enquirer after truth) being

prefent, afked him fome queftions ; he faid he faw

a large worm ; he was aſked what was good to kill

it, he faid, to ftrike fire there, (meaning Electri-

city) as he had ſeen me do, and to give him jallap ;

the next day I drew ſparks about the diaphragm,

and gave him half a drachm of jallap ; three days

after, he came and told me he had been very ill,

and voided a worm 12 or 14 inches long : ſeveral

noblemen knew the man, and faw the worm.-

In the fame place, a young lady in Somnambulism ,

being in a poor ftate of health, faid fhe fawfome

large worms, and feveral finall ones, fhe ordered an

aloë pill at night, and one in the morning, and

foretold what day and hour ſhe would void them ;

which he did accordingly, to the knowledge of

many ladies and gentlemen.

In Wolverhampton, a boy in Somnambulism , faid

he had many worms, and that he could fee them ;

he ordered India pink, black elebore, and jallap ;

when awake, he did not know what was good for

worms.I could relate many inftances of their

preſcribing ſeveral herbs, telling their names, and

knowing them when in their fleep ; when awake

they did not know the fame : My pupils have pro-

mifed to give me the caufe ; I fhould be obliged

to them, as I would not venture myown judgment.

They can knowwhere any perfon is, and what they

are doing, provided they have feen them. I have

feen

I
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feen them defcribe how many perſons there were

in a room, and go ſtraight to them ; on enquiring

how they can fee,-With their mind, as we fee

objects in our dreams.

came to aſk my advice,

there was a perfon in

I made her touch him,

In Bristol, a young man

he faid he was nervous ;

Somnambulism at the time ;

I then aſked her, what was the matter ? fhe ex-

claimed, Let him go to be cured where he caught

it : ſeveral ladies and gentlemen preſent were fur-

priſed. At the fame place, I faw a blind girl de-

ſcribe the diſeaſes of ſeveral people ; if ſhe had been

confined to that particular only, fhe would have

done much credit to her operator.

-

In Paris, I put a monk aſleep, and brought ano-

ther monk (who had a tertian fever) to touch him ;

he immediately caught the diſeaſe, and began to

ſhake a long time. In another place, a boy being

aſleep, I brought a perſon to him who had epileptic

fits, as foon as he touched him, he began to have

the fame diftortions as the difeafed perfon. In a-

nother place, I put a lady to fleep, and cauſed a

perfon, who was deranged in his mental faculties,

to touch her ; on a fudden fhe was taken with an

hyfterick fit of laughter, and ſometimes complained

ofher head, and cried ; all the company were fo

much frightened, that it was reported ſhe was mad.

I hope the perfon, who is here alluded to, will not

be offended, as it is not intended to caft any reflec-

tions on his misfortune, but related as an example.

K 2 In
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In Bristol, a gentleman defired me to let him treat

fomebody ; I pointed out to him a ftrange perfon,"

he began to treat her, and put her into a Crifis, fhe

broke wind upwards, the operator was feized with

the fame effects ; a quakrefs, who was prefent, was,

through fympathy, affected alfo, which made a fine

ventiloquift trio ; fhe declared it was not the fame

fpirit that moved them in general-it was a fpirit

ofdemonftration. Somnambules have a prefentiment

orknowledge ofyour ideas before
your actions, and

are fenfible of every thing done to them, which

thofe in a Crifis are not in general.

At a gentleman's houſe, I put a lady aſleep, and

the ladies prefent agreed to take off her garters in

the abſence of the gentlemen ; no fooner had one

of the ladies ftooped down to perform the opera-

tion, than the fleeping fair fell to crying ; we went

in, and aſked her, what was the matter ? fhe ſaid,

Mrs. wanted to do fomething to me which I

do not like.-Some ladies and gentlemen agreed

to think fomething, and went to a lady in Somn-

ambulism, and aſked her what they had thought ?

fhe faid, ſhe had anſwered them in their language,

(meaning the mind) it was a pity they did not un-

derſtand her ; but ſhe aſked for a pen and ink, and

wrote what they had thought ; -this phænomenon

is very common. Of this, we muſt content our-

felves with admiring thewonderful effects ofnature ;

that condition, which Providence feems to prefent

to the learned, in order to confound them, and fhew

the narrow compaſs of human underſtandings .

To
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To make an ELECTRIC or MAGNETICAL

APPARATUS.

I fhall not give a full account of the Apparatus of our So-

ciety in Paris. It is more like a grove . Mine , which I had

in London and Dublin, is a large oaken tub, eight feet in dia-

meter, well pitched in the infide, about an inch thick, (that

belonging to our Society has looking-glaffes all round it, )

infulated upon four glafs feet, (bottles of water well corked)

you magnetife the bottles, and lay them down, the neck of

one in the bottom of the other all round, fo that the laft

comes to the centre. You may fill up the ſpace with

broken bottles, or any vitrified matter, brimftone, or refi-

nons matter, minerals , &c . fill it up all but fix inches ; put

ſome loaditones and artificial magnets in different directions,

then cover the whole to the edge with fine dry river fand-

put the lead over ; place in the middle a polished iron bar,

about eight feet high, with fprigs to it, to attract the uni-

verfal fluid which concentrates itſelf in the refervoir. At the

far corner, place an Arbor Vitæ in a box, and place under it

a ftrong magnet, the North pole upwards ; the South pole

is fixed in a hole upon the cover, by that means you increaſe

the motion of the tree, and becoming vegetalifed , it will

growa long time without water. You make holes all round,

about eighteen inches diftant-put iron or brafs conductors

in the tub, and bend them in order to make them touch the

patients who come near them. Connect a chain of an e-

lectric machine ; infulateyour patients, and make them hold

hands, it will increaſe the action in them. You may treat

them in that manner-you will the fooner put them into

Crifes. This refervoir has the advantage of uniting many

patients together, and diverting their attention , which pro-

duces beneficial effects : one may do without it, if there are

but two or three patients.

To magnetife a TREE.

You muſtchufé one very ftout and healthy, feparated from

the reft, and ſtanding facing the North ; have a magnetifed

con-
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conductor, and point itfromthe top ofthe highest branches to

the root ; (vide the Theory on Motion ; ) do the fame from

the other branches ; if the tree is fo large that you cannot

fee the branches on the other fide, change your poſition from

South to North, and do the fame, then approach the tree,

clap your hands round it, and remain in that ſtate a few

minutes ; the tree becomes magnetifed ; you are in affinity

with it. Any patient, who has been in a Crifis or Somnam-

bulifm , will diftinguish it amongst the rest I have ſeen many

go into a Crifis as ſoon as they have come near it ; particu-

larly at the late Marquiffes de Puyfegur's and Tiffard's feats :-

They will keep that property a great while. It has been

obſerved, that wall-trees, being magnetiſed, have blown be-

fore the others two or three weeks . Shrubs or flowers, be

ing magnetiſed, appear luminous in the dark to a perſon

just out of a Crifis ; fome will diſtinguiſh them by the fmell,

and others will go into a Crifis.

To magnetife a Conductor,-put your hands in the mid-

dle of it, then flide your fingers to the ends, and rub them

with your thumbs ; by this means you will increaſe an ac-

tion which it had not before ; you will impregnate it with

electric fluid, that will appear luminous in the dark to a per-

fon juſt out of a Crifis ; it will alſo ſmell like the fulphur of

an electric rubbing.

In Dublin, I put a nobleman aſleep before ſeveral of his

friends, after he was awake, we cauſed the room to be made

dark, I fhewed him a glafs conductor, which to him appear-

ed very luminous, like an electric ſpiral tube, he alſo ſaw my

hand all luminous ; I rubbed the noſe of a gentlemen pre-

ſent, which he ſaw luminous, I alſo rubbed one of his fingers

from the bafis to the end, which he diſtinguiſhed from the

reft by its luminous appearance.-Thefe experiments never

fail, as has been proved by many.

A celebrated monk, in Paris, being willing to knowthe

reality of thofevapours flying from all parts of his body, and

more
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more abundantly from the poles, made this experiment in

a Camera Obfcura ; he half undreffed himfeif, on extending

his arms before a lady juft out of her Crifis, the exclaimed,

" Reverend father, you look like a luminous fun ; I ſee the

" poles beautifully illuminated ;--But I do believe, according

" to Dr. Meſmer's principles, they are changed ; it appears

" about the Equator."

To magnetiſe a Shilling or a Guinea,-put your thumb

in the middle, then flide gently to the extremities , and rub

the borders with your thumbs ; it will appear like a ball of

fire to a perfon out of a Criſis.—A Watch is magnetiſed in

the fame manner ; if it is a ftop -watch, by fhewing it to a

perſon who has been in a Crifis , he will fall into one again. A

watch being magnetifed, people in or out of their Crifis can

fee the hour better.

To magnetife a Harpfichord,-you ſpread your hands in

the middle, and draw them towards the extremities, then rub

the ends, and touch the ftrings one after another in the fame

manner, by that means, you will impregnate it with an elec-

tric fluid ; a perfon touching it with his hands, while any

one plays on it, will fall into a Crifis. I have ſeen ſeveral

perfons afleep baet time, as the mufic mafter was playing.

To magnetiſe a Room, or Bed is the fame,-ſet yourſelf

to the North, facing the South, then point your conductor

up to the ceiling, bring it down towards you ; point it to the

Weft and Eaft, and bring it again to your feet ; the room

will appear luminous, and the bed alfo.-I knew a lady of

quality in London, who could fee her bed luminous, when the

room was dark.

To magnetife a Pond, a Bath, or a Tub of Water,- point

your conductor on the furface of the water, from the four

cardinal points, and touch the water ; caufe a perſon to do

the fame, and he will go into a Crifis.-I knew a man-cook,

near Paris, who was told ifhe would put fome bread into his

band,
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hand, the fiſhes would come and eat it ; he tried the experi-

ment, and a gentleman, on the other fide, touched the water

with a conductor, he immediately fell into the pond ;-this

was done before thirty or forty ladies and gentlemen.

To magnetife a Glafs of Wine, Beer, or Water,-put one

hand at the top, and the other at the bottom, then place your

two thumbs on the middle of the glaſs, flide them gently to

the extremities, and rub the edge of the glafs with your

thumbs ; prefs your index againſt your thumb over the fur-

face of the liquor ; it will tafte fulphurous, and appear lu-

minous inthe dark. Many people, whofe taftes are very irri-

table, have found the magnetifed glafs among others, with

out having been put in a Crifis.

From theſe few experiments, it is eaſy to conceive, that

any animate or inanimate body may be electrified or mag-

netifed, which you may pleaſe to call it ; that is to fay, to

increaſe an action which it had not before. All theſe are

upon the principles of the learned Dr. Mefmer, the first in-

ventor, as to the theory ; any ingenious mind may make one

of his own (vide my New Syftem of the World) as to the ef-

fects, which were known ten years ago Nevertheless, the

pretended improvements made in this kingdom, byfome mo-

dern practitioners, are very wonderful ; fuch as, by fixing

your eyes (with attention, abftraction, intention, &c.) upon the

heart of a man, a horſe, or a dog, you may kill them in-

ftantly, by ftopping the circulation of the blood , according

to Van Helmont ;-and to fink a fhip at fea ; this would be an

excellent thing for an Admiral, and to magnetife a ſword,

which would kill his enemies a mile off, or through a wall fix

feet thick.If I knew thefe improvements, I would carry a

magnetiſed ſword to Monf. de la Fayete, as a Member of the

Harmonic Society ; but that he may do more execution with

his own, is my fincerelt with."

N. B. My Pupils, or otherperfons, are particularly requested to

fend theirletters (poft paid) to the editor ;-as Ikeep theirformer

favours as a corps de referve for another edition.
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