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SIR,

To His
Highneffe

IAMES

Duke ofYORK.

N thelowlieft pofture of
Humility

thefe
Hiftoricall

Examples , ex-

tracted out of the choiceft Au-

thors both Ancient andModerne

by twolearned Doctors, are pre-

fented to Your Highneffe ; Nei-

ther would they prefume to putthemſelves under fo

high a Patronage, did I not humblyconceive, that

being Hiſtoricall Peeces, theymight be fit for Your

Highneffe perufall , Hiftory being the proper'ſt and

moſt
advantagious Study that Princes can ap-

ply
themſelves unto , becauſe it

containes examples

of all forts ; In Hiftory Bravemen ftand as Mar-

bleStatues erected in the Temple of
Immortality,

and Bad men as
Malefactors upon Gibbets , ex-

pos'd to thepublickview ofthe world to all Pofte-

rity. Although Your Highneffe hath a Royall

Father for an
incomparable living Patterne of allthe

A 2
1

Car-



The Epistle
Dedicatory.

Cardinall Vertues with their
Attendants , ( which

breakingthrough thefe late Clouds of Civill Confu-

fions) fhin'd withan
advantage of luftre to the won-

derment of the world) as alſo againſt any thing that

may have the leaft vicinity with Vice , to imitate,

yet , humbly under favour , varietyof
Examples,

as of
Witneſſes in Law, cannot doe amiffe , the

one for
confirmation of Truth , the other for di-

rection of Life ; In whichopinion I reft,

>

6.

Your
Highneffe moftHumble,

and

moft obedient Servant,

DOC

M.
HERON.
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THE PREFACE.

Fto avoid andefchew vice(according to the faying of the Poet)

be a chiefe vertue, and as it were the firft degree of wifedome ;

then it is a neceffary point, to knowwhatvice andvertue is, and

to difcernethe evill and goodwhich either of them bring forth,

totheendtobewareleft we dafh our felves unawares againft vice in ſtead

of vertue, andbe caughtwiththe deceitfull baits thereof. For this caufe

thegreat and famous Philofopher, about to lay openthe natureof Morall

vertues (accordingto that knowledge and light which natureafforded him)

contented not himselfewith a fimple narration of the properties, effence,

and object of them, but oppoſedto everyvertueon each fide the contrary

andrepugnant vicestothe end that the fight ofthem,beingfoout offquare,

fohurtfull and pernicious, vertue it felfe mightbe more admirable, and in

greaterefteen.And forthis caufe alfoGodhimself,our foveraigne and per-

fect Law-giver,that he might faſhion andfit us to themould oftrue and fo-

lid vertue, ufeth oftner negative prohibitions then affirmative command-

ments inhis Law ; to the endabove all things to diftract andturne us from

evill; whereuntoweareofour felvestoo too much inclined. And as by this,

meane fin is diſcovered and madeknowne unto us, fois the ponifhment al-

foof finfet before our eyes,by thofethreatnings and curfes whichare there

denounced : to the end thatwhomthe promises of life and falvation could

not allureand perfwade to doewell, them the feareof puniſhment (which

followeth fin as a fhadow doththebody ) might bridle and reftraine from

giving them overto impiety. Now then if theverythreathings ought to

ferve for fuch good ufe,fhall not theexecution and performance of them.

ferve much more? towit,whenthe tempeft ofGods wrath is not onelyde-...

nounced,but alſo thrownedowneeffectually uponthe heads ofthe mighty

ones of theworld , whentheyare difobedient and rebellious againſt God,

Andhereupon the Prophet faith, ThatwhenGodsjudgements are upon earth,

thenthe Inhabitants learnejuftice."And doubtleffe it is most true,that every

one ought to reap profit to himſelfby fuchexamples, aswell them wch are

prefented dailytotheirview byexperience, as themwhich have been done

intimes paft,andare by benefit of Hiftorypreferved from oblivion. And

in this regard Hiftory is accounteda very neceffary and profitable thing, '

for that in recalling to minde the truth of things paft , which otherwife

wouldbeburied in filence,it fetteth beforeus fuch effects ( aswarnings and

admonitionstouching goodandevill) and layeth vertue and vice fo naked

beforeour eyes,withthe punishmentsorrewards inflicted or bestowed up

onthe followers of each of them, that it may justly bee called an eafie and

profitable Apprentiship or Schoole for every manto learne to get wife-

dome at another mans coft. Hence it is that Hiftory is termed of the anci

ent Philofophers, The recordandregister of Time, the light ofTruth andthe

miftree and looking-glaffe of manslife : infomuch as underthe perſon of

another man it teacheth andinftru&teth all thofe that apply theirmindes

unto it togoverne and carrythemselves vertuouſly andhoneſtly in this life.

Where-



To the Reader.

Whereforethey defervegreat praife and
commendation, that have taken

paines to inroll andput in writing the memorable acts and occurrents of

their times, to communicate the fame to their pofterity : for there the

high andwonderfull works of Goddoe moftclearely,andas it wereto the

view, prefent themſelves, as his juſtice and providence : whereby albeit hee

guideth and directeth efpecially his owne, towit , thofe that in a fpeciall

and fingular mannerworſhip and truft in him (as by the facred Hiftories,

touchingthe ſtate and government of the ancient and Primitive Church,

itmay appeare) yet hee ceaſeth not for all that to ſtretch the arme of his

powerover all, andto handle and rule the prophane and unbeleeving ones

at his pleaſure , for he hath a foveraign Empire and
predominance over all

the World; Andunto him belongeth the direction and principall conduct

of humane matters , in fuch fort that nothing in the world commethto

paffe bychance or adventure, but onely andalwayesbythe prefcription of

his will ; according tothe whichhe orderethand difpofeth bya ftrait and

direct motion, as well the generall as the particular,and that after a ftrange

and admirable order. And this a man may perceive, ifhe would but mark

and confider thewhole body , but especially the end and iffue ofthings :

wherein the great andmarvailous vertues ofGod,as his bounty,juftice,and

power, doemoft clearely fhine ; when he exalteth and favourethfome, and

debaſeth and frowneth upon others , bleffeth and profpereth whom hee

pleaſe ; andonthecontrarie, curfeth and deftroyethwhom he pleaſe , and

that deferve it It is hee alfo which ere&teth
principalities , and which

maintainethCommon-wealths,Kingdomes , and Empires , untill by the

fum andweight oftheir iniquitiesthey fink themſelves into ruine and de-

ftruction. And herein ishe glorifiedby the execution ofhis moſtjust and

righteous judgements, whenthe wicked afterthe long abuſe of his lenety,

benignity, and patience, doe receive the wages and reward of their iniqui-

ties. In this ( I fayonce again) fhineth out the wonderfull and incompre-

henfible wifedome ofGod, whenby the due ordering of things fo different

andfo many, hee commethftillto one and the fame marke which hee once

prefcribed,towit, the puniſhment of the world according to their deme-

rits. Andthis fame is moſt manifeft and apparant even in the Hiftories of

prophane Writers , albeit in their purpoſe it was never intended nor

thought upon,nor yet regardedalmoft ofany thatreadthe fame ; men con-

tentingthemſelves for the mostpart withthe fimple recitall of the ftory,

thereinto take pleaſure and paffe awaytime , without refpecting anyfur-

ther matter :
Notwithstanding,the true and principall ufe oftheir writings

ought tobe, diligently to markethe effects of Gods Providence,and of his

juſtice, whereby to learne to conteine our felves within the bounds of mo

defty andthe feare of God ; feeing that they whichhave carried themſelves

any thinguprightly in equity,temperance,and other naturall vertues,have

been in fome fort fpared : andthe reft (bearing the puniſhment oftheir ini-

quities havefalne into deftruction.

This confideration ought to perfwadeevery man toturne from evill,and

to follow thatwhich isgood, feeing that the Lord fheweth himfelfe fo in-

cenfed against all them whichlead a wicked, damnable, and perverfe life.

Andthis isthe cauſe why I, having noted the great ard horrible punifh-

ments wherewith the Lord in moftrighteous judgement bath fcourged the

worldfor fin, according to thatwhichis contained as wellin facred as pro-

phane



To the Reader.

phane Hiftories ; having gathered them together, and forted them one af-

ter anotherintheir feverall rooms, accordingto the diverfity of the offen-

ces, and order and courfeof time, which as neare as I could I endeavoured

to follow, to the end to lay downe, as it werein oneTable , and under one

Afpect, thegreat and fearefull judgements ofGoduponthem that have re-

belled or repugned his holywill. Andthis I do not with purpoſeto com-

prehendthem all ( for that werenot onely difficult but impoffible ) butto

lay openthe most notable & remarkableonesthat cameto myknowledge ;

to the end that themoftwicked,diffolute, and difordered finners, that with

looſe reines runne fiercely after their luft , if the manifefttokens of Gods

feverity prefented before their eyes doe not touchthem, yet the cloud and

multitude of examples,throughthe fight of the inevitable anger and ven-

geance of Godupon evill livers, might terrifie andfomewhat curb them:

Perjurers, Idolaters, Blafphemers , and other fuch wicked and prophane

wretches, with murderers,whoremongers,adulterers, ravifhers,& tyrants,

fhall here fee bythe miſchiefe that hach falneupontheir likes , that which

hangeth before their eyes, and is ready to lay holdof them alfo. For albeit

for a time they fleepin their fins and blindneffe , delighting in their plea-

fures , and taking fport in cruelties and evill deeds, yet they draw after

them the linewherewith (being moreenfnared then theywere aware) they

aretaken and drawneto their finall deftruction .

Andthis mayreach and advertiſe both thofe that are not yet obftinate in

their fins , to bring themſelves to fomeamendment ; and thoſe that feare

God already, to ſtrengthen and encourage them inthe purfuit andcontinu-

ance intheir good courfe. For if God fhew himſelfefofevere a revenger of

their finnes that take pleaſure in difpleafing him, there is nodoubtbut on

the contrary he will fhewhimfelfebountifull, gracious, and liberall in re-

warding all them accordingtohis promifewhich feeke to pleaſe him, and

conforme their lives unto his will . Greatand fmall, youngand old,men

andwomen, and all other , of what degreeand condition foever,mayhere

learne at other mens charges, howtogoverne themselves in duty towards

God, andbetwixt themſelves, byaholyand unblameable life in mutuall

peace andunitysand by fhunning andefchewing fin,againſt thewhich God

(a moſt juſt Judge) powreth forth hisvengeance , even upon the heads of

them that areguiltythereof. Befide, here is ample matter and argumentto

ftop the mouthes of all Epicuresand Atheists of our age,and to leave them

confounded in their errors, feeing that fuch and fo many occurrents and

puniſhmers are manifeft proofs, that there is aGod above that guideth the

fternoftheworld,and that taketh care ofhumane matters,& that is juft in

puniſhingtheunjuft and malicious. Againe,whereas fomuch evill,and fo

manyfins havereigned and fwayed fo long time, and doyet reign and fway

uponthe earth,we may beholdthehuge corruption and perverfity ofman-

kinde, and therotten fruits of that worme-eaten root, Originallfin : when

weare not directed norguidedbythe holy Spirit of God,but left unto our

owne nature. And hereby true faithfull Chriftians may take occafion fo

muchthe more to acknowledge the great mercy and fingular favour of

Godtowardthem, in that they being receivedtomercy, are renewed to a

better converſation of lifethen others . In brief,a man may here learne (if

hebe not altogether void of judgement and underſtanding) to have fin in

hatred and deteftation, confideringthe wages and reward thereof; andhow

22 the



To the Reader...

9.

thejuftice of God purfueth it continually, even to the extreameft executi

on, which is both fharp and rigorous.

Touching the word Iudgement , I have imitated the language of Holy

Scripture :wherein as the Ordinances and Commandements of God are

called Judgements, becauſe in them is contained nothing but that which is

juft , right, and equall : fo likewifethe punishments inflicted by God up-

on the defpifers ofhis Commandements are called by thefame name,as in

Exod. 6.6.2 Chron . 20.12 .& 22.8. Ezech . 5.8.& 11.9. and elsewhere,

becaufe they alfo are as just as the former, proceeding from none other

fountaine favethe moſt righteous judgement of God ; whereof none can

complaine but unjustly.
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Reginald Bray

The first Booke,

OF THE WORTHY AND

MEMORABLE HISTORIES

ofthe great andmarvellous Iudgement
s

ofGodfent uponthe World for their miſ-

deeds against the Commandements of

the first and fecond Table.

CHAP. I.

Touching the Corruption and Perversity of

this World, how great it is.

Venas one that taketh pleaſure to be-

hold a pleaſant and delightfome place , a piece of

groundcovered and painted with all manner of fine

Howers,agardendecked, and as it werecloathed with

exquifite plants and fruitfull trees, is much grieved

fofoone as he perceiveth all this beauty and pleafure

fuddenly to be withered and fcorched by the vio

lence of fomeoutragious tempeft : or if hebe conftrained to caft his eyes

fromthem, upon ſome other place by, all cragged, and parched, full of

briers and brambles. In like fort, a mancannot chufebut before grieved

and diſcontent, when hee beholdeth on the one fide the wholfome light

ofthe Sunne, whereby the heavens doe many wayes diftill their favours

upon thisWorld, gloriouſly to advanceitfelfe : on the other fide he per-

ceiveth fuchanarmy ofthicke clouds and palpable darkneffe,from whence

fuch a number of diforders and hurliburlies do arife, that moft ftrangely

disfiguretheface of thewhole World : when that he which ought to be

gentle and peaceable, is become mifchievous and quarrellous : in ftead of

being true and fingle hearted, difloyall and deceitfull : in ftead ofbeing

modeft,well governed,and courteous , is proud, cruel !, and diffolute: in ftead

of ferving God , ferveth his owne humors and affections : Whichkinde

B of
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Thecauſe ofVice
inthis age.The Theatre of

2

Pfal.14.

Ifay.14.

of behaviour is too commonand ufuall ; for there is not any kindofwic-

kedneffewhich is not found in this ranke. Vngodlineffe vomiteth up his

fury togetherwith injuftice, in thofe men ofwhomit is faid, There is none

that underſtandeth or fecketh after God : their throat is an open fepulchre, they

ufe deceit intheir tongues , the poyson of Afpes is undertheir lips , they haveno-

thingintheirmouths butcurfingandbitterneffe, theirfeet are swift tofhedbloud:

deftructionandmifery is in theirwaies, andthey havenot knowne the way ofpeace :

Infumme,thefeare ofGodis not beforetheir eyes. From whence it commeth,

that being not reftrained by any bridle , like untamed colts broke loofe,

they give the full fwinge to their bold and violent affections , running

fiercely to all filthineffe and mifchiefe : and beingthus enraged, fome of

them with horrible blafphemies (moft villanoufly) fpeake and doe in de-

fpightof God,and deny him that created them, and fent them into the

World : Others are not afhamed to be open forfwearers of themſelves,

violating andbreaking every promife, withoutregard of faith or honefty:

Others, as they areof cruell and bloudy natures, fo they doe not ceafe to

exerciſe theſe their natures by outragious practifes : to fome of them

whoredomes and adulteries are no more esteemed , than as ſports and

paftimes,whereof they boast themſelves :to another fort,coufenings,extor-

tions, and robberies, are ordinaryexercifes, whereofthey make theirbest

occupations. Allwhich evils are fo common and fo ufuall at this time

amongft men, that the World feemeth truly to be nothing elſe but an

oceanfull of hideous monſters, or athicke forreft full of theeves and rob-

bers,or fome horrible wilderneffe wherein the inhabitants of the earth,

beingfavageand unnaturall, void offence and reafon,are transformedinto

bruit beafts, fome like Tygres or Lyons, others like Wolves or Foxes,

others like Doggesand Swine : Oh fixfullnation (would the man of God

fayifbee lived at thishoure) apeopleladen with iniquity, a feed ofthe wicked,

corruptchildren,they have forfakenthe Lord, theyhaveprovoked the Holy Oneof

Ifrael toanger. Thenobleand highminded are proud to difdaine the lower,

andready alwaies tofmite them , making their countenance pale with

vices and.oathes : the Magiftrate partiall and full of bribes, overthroweth

equity:the Merchant covetous and defirous of gaine remembreth nothis

integrity:northe labourerhis fimplicity.And fovertue in moftmenlyeth

buried,pietybanished,juftice oppreffed, and honefty trodenunder foot : in

fuchfort, thatall things beingas it were overthrowne and turned upfide

downe, menfpeake evill of good, and goodof evill, accounting darkneffe

light, and light darkneffe, fowrefweet,and ſweet fowre. And byfuchdif-

order it commeth to paffe , that the moſt vertuous are defpifed , whileft

naughty-packs and vitious fellowes are eftecmed and made much of.

CHAP.



The cauſe of Vice
inthis age.

Gods Iudgements.

CHAP. II.

What is the cause ofthe great overflow of Vice

in this age:

F wee would confider from whence it is that this great

diforder and corruption of manners doth arife,we fhould

finde eſpecially that it is becauſe the world every day

growethworfe and worfe, according to thefaying ofour

Saviour and Redeemer (Chriſt Iefus the Sonne of God)

Thatinthelatter dayes (which are thefe wherein we live )

Iniquity shallbe increaſed. And herein wee fhall perceiveeven the juftven-

geance of God to light upon the malice and unthankfulneffe ofmen ,

to whom when hee would draw neere, to doe good unto by offering

them the cleere light of his favour , the more they ftrive to alienate and

keepthemſelves aloofe from him, and are fo farre frombeingbettered

thereby, that they fhew themſelves a great deale more malitious and

obftinate than ever they did before not unlike tothoſewhoby nature

beingbleare eyed, and tender fighted, are rather dazled and dimmedby

the Sunne beames,thanany wayesenlightened ſo men in ftead ofgrow-

ingbetter , grow worfe, and every adde fome increaſe to their wicked-

neffe : to whom alſo many great men give elbow-roome andpermiffion

to finne , whileft juftice flumbreth, and the not puniſhing of mifdeeds

giveththem libertyand boldneffe to commit their wickedneffe : ſothat

fome ofthefe mighty ones fhew themſelves but little better than the

other. A miſchiefe to be lamented above the reft , drawing after it an

horrible overflow of all evils, and like a violent ftreame fpoyling every

where as it goeth : when as they that ought togovernethe fterne ofthe

Commonwealth, let all goe at randome, fufferingthemſelves toberoc-

ked aſleep with the falfe and deceitfull lullaby of effeminate pleaſures

anddelightsofthe flesh ; or at leaft letting themſelves be carried head-

long by the tempeft of their owne ftrong and furious paffions, into im-

minent dangerand hipwrackes : whenas their carefull watchfulneffe and

modefty, accompanied with the traine of othergood andcommendable

vertues, ought to ferve them for faliscables, ankers, mafts, and skuttles,

whereby to governe and direct the Veffell whofe fteerfman they are ap-

pointed, and thoſe that are their charge, to whom they ought togive

a good exampleof life, and to bee unto them as it were a glaffe of ver-

tue for they are fet aloft, as it were upon a ftage , tobeegazed at of eve-

y commer. Their faults and vices are like foule fpots and fears inthe

face , which cannot by any means bee hid. And therefore they ought

tobe carefull tolead an honeftandvertuous life , that therebytheymight

perfwade and move the meaner fort of people to doe the like : For it

is a true faying of the Philofopher , Like Prince, like People ; infomuch

that every one defireth to frame himſelfe according to the humour of

his fuperiour, whofewill and manners ferve fimply for a lawtodoevill :

tothewhichmen uſe by taking any occafion too haftily to give them-

ſelves overwith too much liberty whereupon followeth an unrecoverable
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ruine, no leffe than the fall of a great houfe, which for want of pillars

and fupporters that ſhould uphold it, fuddenly falleth to the ground ,

fo this hipbeing deprived of her governour, is fet looſe and layd open

tothe mercy of the waves , violence of windes , and rage of tempefts,

without any direction and government and fo the body of man,not

having any more the light of his owne eyes , abideth in darkneffe all

blinded, not able to do any thing that is right and good, but ready every

minuteto fall intofome pit. And this is the perverfity andcorruptionof

this world.

CHAP. III.

That Great men which will not abide to be admonished

of theirfaults, cannot escape punishment

by the band of God.

Nthispooreand miferable eftate every manrockethhim.

felfe afleep, and flattereth his owne humour , every

man purfucth his accuſtomed courfe of life, with an

obftinate minde to doe evill : yea many of thoſe that

have power and authority over others, according as they

are indued and perfwaded with afoolish conceit ofthem-

felves, make themfelves beleeve , that for them every thing is lawfull,

and that they may doe whatfoever they pleafe ; never imagining, that

they fhall give up an account of their actions , to receive any cha-

ftifement or correction for them ; even as though there were no God

at all that did behold them. And being thus abuſed by this vaine

and fickle fecurity , they fwimme in their finnes , and plunge them-

felves over bead and eares in all kinde of fecurity ; givingheartywel.

come and entertainment to all that approve and applaud their man-

ners , and that ſtudy to feed and pleaſe their humour. As contrariwife

none leffe welcome unto them , than they that tell them of their

faults , and contradict them never fo little for they cannot abide

in any cafe to bee reprooved , whatfoever they doe. And now adayes

every baſe companion will forfooth ftorme and fume as foone , if hee

be reproved of a fault , as if hee had received the greatest wrong in

the world fo much is every man pleafed with himselfe , and puffed

up with his owne vice and foolish vanities. And what should a man

doe in this cafe ? It is as hard to redreffe thofe great mifchiefes , as

if wee ſhould goe about to ſtop and hinder the courſe of a mighty

ftreame there where the banke or caufey is broken downe : if it

bee not by applying extreame and defperate medicines , as to de-

fperate difeafes , which are as it were given over by the Phyfitian,

and to the which a light purgation will doe no good. For as for

admonitions and warnings , they are not a whit regarded : but they

that give them , are derided or laughed to fcorne , or reviled for

their labours. What muft wee therefore doe ? it is neceffary that

We
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wee affay by all means to bring theſe men (if it be poffible) to ſome mo-

defty and feare of God ; which if it cannot bee done by willing and

gentle means, force and violence must be uſed to plucke them out of the

fire of Gods wrath, to the end they be not confumed : if not all, yet at

leaft thofe that are notgrown tothat height offtubbornneffe,and of whom

there is yet leftfome hope of amendment. For even as when a Captaine

hath not prevailed byfummoning a city to yeeld up it felfe , heby andby

placeth his cannon against theirwalls, to put them in feare ; in like fort

muftwebring forth against the proud and high mindedmen ofthisworld,

an army of Gods terrible judgements throwne downe by his mighty and

puiffant hand onthewicked,more terrible and fearefull than all the roaring

ordouble canons inthe World, whereby themost proud are deftroyed and

confumed even in this life, all their prideand power, how great foever it

be, being not able to turne backe the vengeance of God from lighting

upon their heads, to their utter deftruction and confufion. And it is ma-

nifeft by infiniteexamples. Nowbecauſe that thenature of man is fleſhly,

and given tobe touched with things that are prefented before their faces,

or hath been done before time ; it is a more forcible motive to ftirre them

up, than thatwhich as yet cannot be made manifeft,but is to come.There-

fore I purpoſe heretofetdownthe great and fearfulljudgments, wherwith

God hath already plagued many in this world, efpecially them ofhigh

degree , whofe examplewill ferve for a glaffe both fortheſe that livenow,

or fhall live hereafter. And tothe end that the juftice of God may more

clecrely appeare and fhew it felfe in fuchftrange events ; beforewegoany

further,wewill run over certaine neceffary points concerning this matter.

CHAP. IIII.

How the Iuftice of God is more evidently declared upon the

mighty ones of this world, than upon any other,

and the cause why.

Eeingthen that theſe men aremore guilty and culpa-

ble of finne than any other, they deferve fo mucha

more grievous puniſhment, byhow muchtheir mif.

deeds are more grievous : for doubtleffe,There is aGod

thatjudgeththe earth(as the Pfalmift faith) who ashee

is benigne and mercifull towards thofe that feare and

obey him , fo he will notfuffer iniquity to goe unpuni-

fhed:This is hee(faith the Prophet)that executethjustice,

mercy,andjudgement uponthe earth: for ifit be theduty ofan earthly Prince,

to exercife not only clemency & gentleneffe,but alfofharpnes and feverity,

therbyby paniſhing& chaftifing malefa&ors,to fuppreffe all diforders in

the common-wealth ; then it is very neceffary, that the juftice ofour great

God,towhomall foveraign rule & authority belongs,andwhoisthe ludge

over al theworld, fhould eithermanifeft it felfin thisworld,or in theworld

tocome:& chiefly towards them which are in the higheſtplaces ofacount,

B 3
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who beingmore hardened and bold to fin, do as boldlyexempt themselves

from all corrections and punishments due unto them,being altogether un-

willingtobefubje&t toany order of juftice or lawwhatfoever : and there-

fore byhow muchthe more they cannot be punished by man, and that hu.

mane lawes can lay no hold upon them ; fo much the rather God himselfe

becommeth executioner of his owne jufticeupon their pates : and in ſuch

fort, that every man mayperceive his hand to be on them.Letany adverfity

or affliction light upon aman of low degree,or which is pooreand defolate,

noman confiderethof it rightly ; but talking thereof, men ceafe not to

imputethe cauſe of this poorefoules mifery, either to poverty,or want of

fuccour, or ſome other fuch like caufe. Therefore ifany fuch be in griefe,

or bychance fallen intofome pit and drowned, or robbed and killed inthe

waybytheeves : ftraightway this is the faying of theworld, That it com-

meth thus to paffe, eitherbecauſe hewas alone without company,or defti-

tuteof help, ornot well looked to and regarded and thus they paffe over

the matter. Butas concerning greatmen,when they are anyway afflicted,

nofuchpretences or excufes can be alleadged ; feeing they want neither

fervants to attend upon them,nor any othermeans of helpto fuccorthem :

therefore whenthefe men are overtaken and furpriſed with any great evill,

whichbynomeans they canefchew,andwhen their bold andwicked enter-

priſes are purfued and concluded with ſtrange and lamentable events, in

thiswe must acknowledge an eſpeciall hand of God,whocan intangle and

pulldownetheproudeft and arroganteft He that lives,and thoſe whom the

world feareth to meddle withall. Thefe proud gallants are they againſt

whom God difplaieth his banner of power more openly, than againft

meaner and bafer perfons : becauſe theſe poore foules finde oftentimes to

their paines, thatthey are punished without cauſe, and tormented and vex-

edbythoſe tyrants, not having committed any offence at all, to deſerve it :

whereas (as Philip Comine faith) who darebe fobold as to controll or repre-

hend aKingand his favorites, or to make enquiry ofhis mifdeeds : or ha-

vingmade inquifition of them, who dare prefume to informe the Iudge

therof?whodare ftand up to accufethem?whodare fitdowntojudge them?

Naywhodare take knowledge of them and laftly,who dare affay topu-

nish them ? Seeing then in this cafe,that ourworldly juftice hath her hands

bound behind her from executing that which is right ; it muft needs be

that the fovereigne Monarch of heaven and earth fhould mountupinto

his Throne ofIudgement,andfrom thence givehis definitive unchangable

fentence, todeliver up the moftguilty and hainous finners to thofe paines

and torments which they havedeferved ; and that after a ftrange and extra-

ordinary manner,whichmay ferve for an example to all others.

СНАР.
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CHAP. V.

How all men,both by the Law ofGod and Nature,

are inexcufable in their finnes.

•

Owtothe end that no man fhould pretend ignorance

for an excufe, God hath beſtowed upon every one a

* certaine knowledge and judgementofgood and evill,

whichbeing naturally engraven in the tables of mans

heart, is commonly called the Law of Nature,wherby

every mansowne confcience giveth fufficient teftimo-

nyuntoit felfe,whenin his moft fecret thoughts, it ei-

theraccuſeth or excufeth him : for there is not aman

living, whichdoth notknowin his heart, that he dothan evilldeed, when

he wrongeth another, although hehad never been inftru&ted elſewhere in

that point. So, although that in Tarquinius Superbus time ( Cicero faith)

there was nowritten Law eftablished in Rome, forbidding the ravishing

and deflouring of wives and virgins, yet the wicked fonne of this Tarquine

was nottherefore leffe guilty of an hainous crime , when contrary tothe

LawofNaturehe violently robbed Lucrece ofher chaſtity : for nomancan

be ignorant,that it is a moft grievous crime to lay fiege to the chastity ofa

marriedwoman,withfuch outrage : and fothe wholepeopleof Romedid

efteeme of it, as a crime moftwicked,ftrange, and intolerable,and worthy

of grievous puniſhment. Everymanknoweththusmuch, that hee ought

not todoe that to another, whichhe would notanother fhould do to him :

whichfentence the Emperour Severus made alwaies to bee ſpoken aloud,

and declared by the found ofthe trumpet, in thewayof advertiſement, as

oftenas punishment was taken upon any offendor, as if it were a generall

Law pertainingto allmen. This is thatequityandjuftice which ought to

be ingraffed in our hearts,& whereofnatureher felfis the ſchoolmiftreffe :

from this fountaine all humane and civill Lawes are derived : ifwe had not

rather ſay that they are derived from that true fpring of equity, which is

in the Lawof God, which Lawhehath given for a plaine and familiar ma-

nifeftationof hiswill,concerning juft, holy, and reaſonable things,tou-

chingthe fervice, honour, and glory, which is dueuntohimselfe, andthe

mutuall duty, friendship, and goodwill, which men owe oneto another:

whereuntoheexhorteth andenticeth every one by faire and gracious pro-

mifes, and forbiddeth the contrary bygreatand terrible threatnings (fo

gentleand mercifull ishetowards us, and defirous of our good.) This is

that Lawwhichwas published before the face of more than fix hundred

thousand perfons,with the mighty and refounding noife of Trumpet,with

earthquake, fire, and fmoake, andwith thunders and lightnings, to make

menmoreattentive to heare , and more prepared to receive it with all hu-

mility, feare, and reverence ; and alfo toput them in minde , that if they

werediſobedient and rebellious ,hewanted nopowerand abilityto puniſh

them ;for he hath lightning,thunder,and fire,prepared inftruments toexe-

cute his juft vengeance, which no creature under heaven is able to avoid,

when
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whenbythe obftinate tranfgreffion of wickedmenheis provoked to anger

and indignation against them . This is that holy law which hath been fet

forthbythe Prophets ; by the rulewhereof, all theirwarnings , exhortings,

andreproovings have beenfquared. Tothis Law,the onely begotten Son

of God , our Saviour and Redeemer Iefus Chrift, conformed his moftholy

doctrine, bringingmen tothe trueuſe and obfervation thereof,from which

they had declined,and whereofhe is the end , the ſcope,and perfe& accom-

pliſhment: fothatſo farre it is that a Chriftian manmay be ignorant of it,

and have it in contempt , that none can be counted and reputed a true

Chriftian, if hee framenot his life by the rule thereof; if not fully, yet at

leaſt as farreforth as bee is able : otherwife,what a fhame and reproach is it

for mentocall themſelves bythe name of Gods children, Chriftians, and

Catholiques,and yet to doe every thing clean contrary tothe will of God ,

to make noreckoningof his Law , to lead a diffolute and difordered life,

and tobe asevill, if not worſe than the vileft mifcreants and Infidels inthe

world Godwilleth and requireth that he alone fhould bee worshipped

and prayed unto ; and yet the greater part ofthe world are Idolaters, and

full of fuperftition, worship Images, ftockes, and ftones, and pray to crea-

tures, in ftead of the Creator. God forbiddeth us to fweare by his name

invaine :and yetwhat is more rife than that ? fothat a man can heare no.

thing elfebutoaths and blafphemies . Many for the leaft trifle in theworld

fticke nottofweareand forfweare themſelves. God forbiddeth theft,mur-

ther, adultery, and falfe witneffe bearing , and yet nothing fo commonas

backbitings, flanders, forgeries , falfe reports, whoredomes, coufenings,

robberies, extortions,and all manner ofenvies & enmities. God hath com-

manded, that we love our neighbours as our felves ;butwe,in ſtead oflove,

hate,defpife, and feeke to procure the hurt and damage of one another, not

regardinganything butour owne peculiar profit and advantage .Is not this

a manifeft and profeftdifobedience , and intolerablerebellion againſt our

Maker ? Whatchilde is there that is not bound to honourand reverence

his father ? Whatſervant, that is notbound to obey his mafter , and to doe

all that he fhallwillhim ? What fubject , that is not tied in fubjection to

his Prince and Soveraigne ?Yet there is not one whichwill not confeffe,

yea and ſweare too with his mouth, That God is his Lord and Father.

Which ifit be true, what is then the cauſe that in ftead of ferving and

pleafinghim, they doe nothing elfe but difpleaſe and offend his Majefty ?

Is not this the way to provoke his wrath, and ftirreuphis indignation

againſt them ? Is it any marvell ifhebe incenfed with anger, if hee be ar-

med with revenge, and fend abroad his cruell fcourges upon the earth, to

ftrike andwhip it withall Is it anywonder, ifhee pile up the wicked

ones on heaps, and fhoot out his revengefull arrowes against them, and

make them drunkenwith their owne bloud, and make his fword of justice

as ſharp as a rafor, to punish thoſe Rebels that have rebelled against him ?

For vengeance is mine (faith he)andbelongethonly unto me. Whosoever there-

fore he be that followeth the defires and concupifcence of his owne fleſh ,

and this wicked world , and fhall lead a life contrary to the inftruction

and ordinance of the law of God , yea although he never heard there-

of, yet is hee guilty thereof, and worthy to be accurfed ; for fo much

as his owne confcience ought to ferve for a law unto himfelfe, by the

which he is condemned in thofe evill actions which hee committeth :

even
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even as Paulfaith, All that havefinnedwithout the Law, fhalllikewiseperiſh with-

out the Law.

CHAP. VI.

Howthe greatest Monarchs in the Worldought to be fubject to

the Law of God, andconfequently the Lawes

of Man and Nature.

Veryman confeffeth this to be true,Thatbyhowmuchthe

more benefits and dignity he hath received from another,

by fo muchhe is the more bounden andbeholden to him :

nowit is fo, that Kings and Princes are thoſe uponwhom

God hath bestowed more plentifully his gifts and graces,

than upon any other , whom hee hath made as it were

bis Lieutenants in the world : for hee hath extolled and placed them above

others, and bedecked them withhonour, giving them power and authority

torule and raigne, by putting people in fubjection tothem ; and therefore

fo much the more are they bound to re- acknowledge him againe, tothe

end to doe him all honour and homage which is required at their

hands. Therefore David exhorteth them, to ferve theLordeven with reve- Pfal...

rence. This then their high and fuperintendent eftate is no priviledge to

exempt them from the fubje&tion and obedience which they owe unto

•

God,whom theyought to reverence above all things. Tee Princes andhigh Pfal.29.1 .

Lords (faiththe Prophet)give you unto the Lord eternall glory andstrength:

give unto himglory dueunto his name, andcaft yourfelves before himtodohim

reverence. If they owefomuchhonour unto God as to their Soveraigne,

then furely it must follow, that they ought to obey his voice, and feare to

offendhim ; and fo muchthe rather, becauſe hee is a great deale more

ftrongand terrible than they, able to cauſe his horrible thunderbolts to

tumble upontheir heads, they being not ableoncetowithſtand his puif-

fance, but conftrained very often to tremble thereat. In all that prefcrip- Deut,17,15.

tion and ordinance ordained and fet downby God concerning theoffice of

Kings, there is nomention made of any liberty he giveth them tolive after

their owne lufts , and to doe every thing that feemeth good in their own

eyes but hee enjoyneth them exprefly , to have alwaies with them the

bookeofhis Law , delighteth toreade and meditate therein, and thereby

to learneto feare and reverence his name , by obferving all the precepts

that are contained in that booke. As for civill and naturall Lawes, info-

muchas they are founded upon equity and right ( for otherwiſe theywere

no Lawes)thereinthey are agreeable to, and as it were dependents on the

Law of God ; as is well declared by Cicero in the first and fecond booke

of his Lawes ; foreven they alfo condemnetheeves, adulterers, murtherers,

parricides, and fuch like. Ifthen Princes be ſubject to the Law of God,

(as I am about to fhew) there is no doubt but that they are likewife ſub-

ject to thofe civill Lawes,by reaſon of the equity and juftice which there-

in is commended unto us . And if( as Plato faith) the Lawes ought tobe Dial.4.de

abovethe Prince,not the Prince above the Lawes,it is then moft manifeft,

Legib.
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that the Prince is tyed unto the Lawes, even in fuch fort, that withoutthe

fame, the government which hee fwayeth can never be lawfull and com-

mendable. And if it be true, that the Magiftrate isor ought to be a fpea-

king Law (as it is faid) and ought to maintaine the authority and credit

thereof, bythe due and upright adminiſtration of Iuftice ( for if hee did

notthis, he were adumbe Law, andwithout life) how is it poffible that

hefhould make it of authority and forcewith others, if hee deſpiſeth and

tranfgreffeth it himfelfe ? David did never affume fomuch to himselfe,

as to defire to have liberty todoewhatbee lifted in his Kingdome,butwil-

lingly fubmitted himfelfe tothatwhich his office and duty required ; ma-

king, eventhenwhen hewas inftalled and eſtabliſhed King over the whole

Land, aCovenant of peacewith the Princes and Deputies of the people:

andwe know , that in every covenant and bargaine both parties are bound

to each other, by a mutuall bond toperforme the conditionswhichthey

are agreedupon. The like is ufed at the coronation of Chriftian Kings,

whereas the people is bound and fworne to doe their alleagance to their

Kings ; fo the Kings are alfo folemnely fworne tomaintaineand defend

true Religion, the eſtateof Iuftice,the peace and tranquillity oftheir fub-

jects, andthe right and priviledges (which are nothingbut the Lawes) of

the Realme : whereas Davidwas bythe ProphetNathan reproved forthe

adultery and murderwhichhehadcommitted, he neither uſed any excufe,

noralledgedany priviledgewhereby he was exempted fromthe rigour of

the law tojuftifie his fact, but freely confeffed withoutany cloake,that he

had finned. Whereby it appeareth ofhow fmall ftrength and authority

their opinion and words be , which thinke or affirme that a Princemay

difpenfewith the lawes at his pleaſure by this opinion was the mother

in law of Antonius Caracalla ſeduced ; who having by her laſcivious and

filthyallurements enticed her fonne inlaw to luft , and love her, and to de-

fireher for his wife , perfwaded him that he might bring his purpoſeto

paffe, and that it was lawfull enough forhim, if hee would, though for

other it was unlawfull, feeing that bee was Emperour, and that it belon-

geth not tohim to receive, buttogive lawes : by which perfwafion , that

brave marriagewas concluded and madeup, contrary to the lawof nature

and nations, and to allhonesty and vertue. So it was reported how Cam

byfestooke hisowne fifter towife , whom notwithſtanding a little afterhee

put to death : which thing being not ufuall then among the Perfians,

notdaring to enterpriſe it ( although heewas a moftwicked man) with-

out the advice ofthe Magiftrates and Counsellors ofhis Realme;he called

them together, and demanded whether it was lawfull for him to make

fuch a marriage orno ? to whom they answered freely, That there was no

prefcript lawwhichdid allow of it : yet ( that they might foothhim up,

fearing toincurre his diſpleaſure) they faid further, that thoughtherewas

nolaw tocommand it, yet fuch a mighty King as hee, mightdoewhathe

pleaſed. In like manner the trencher Philofopher Anaxarchus, after that

he had told Alexander the Greatwith aloudvoice, that hee ought notto

feare thepenalty of any law, nor the reproach nor blame ofany man,

cauſe it belonged onely tohis office tocreate lawes for all other to liveby,

and to preſcribe the limits of lawfull and lawleffe things ; and that itbe-

came him,being a conquerour, to rule like a lord and a mafter, and not to

obey anyvaine conceit of lawwhatſoever ; and that what thing foever the

be-

King
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Kingdid, the famewas facred, just and lawful, without exception . And by

this means made his proceedings farre more diffolute and outragious in

many things than ever theywere before. Dion in the Epitome of Xiphiline

reporteth, how the Emperourswerewont to ufurpe this priviledge , tobe

exempted from all law , that they might not be tyed toany neceffityof

doing or leavingundone any thing, and how in no cafe they would endure

to be fubject to any written ordinances : the which thing is manifeft even

in the behaviour of the chiefeft of them, as well in regard oftheir life and

manners, as ofthe government that they uſed intheir Common- wealths.

For first of all, Auguftus Cæfar having kept in his ownehand the office of

theTriumvir ten yeares (as Suetonius teftifieth) hee alfo ufurped the Tri-

banes office and authority, and that till his dyingday : and likewife tooke

uponhimthe Cenforfhip ; namely,the office of correctingand governing

mannersand lawes,ifneed required : whofe fucceffors(a manmaytruly fay

forthe most part) trampled under their feet all fincere and facred lawes,

by their notorious intemperance, diffoluteneffe, and cruelties. Andyet for

all this therewanted not a parafitical ! Lawyer, whotopleaſe the Emperor

his lord and mafter thebetter, and to underprop, and asitwere feele over

withafairefhewthat tyrannicall government ufed by other Emperours ;

foifted inthis as alawamongst the reft, Princeps legibus folutus eft,That the

Princewas exempted from all law. As for that whichthey alleadge out of

Ariftotles Politiques , it makethnothing tofet a colour upon this counter-

feit : ( for faith Ariftotle ) If there be any manthatexcelleth ſo in vertue

above all others, that none is ableto comparewith him, that man is tobe

accounted as a God amongst men, towhomhelawmaybe preſcribed, be-

cauſehe is a law untohimfelfe : all which I granttobe true, ifthatwhich

was prefuppofed could take place : for where no tranfgreffion is found,

there nolaw is neceffary ; according as Saint Paulfaid , The law was notgi

venforthejust, but for the unjust andoffenders:but where is it poffible to find

fuch a Prince foexcellentand fo vertuous , that ſtandeth not in need of

fomelawtoberuledby?

Ofthe like forceand ftrength is thatwhichis written in the firstbooke

ofInſtitutions, tit. 2. thewords are thefe : ThePrinces pleafare ferveth fora

law, becausethewhole body ofthe people hathtranslatedalltheirauthority, power,

andjurifdiction unto him. This is fpoken of the Romane Emperours, bot

uponthe ground offo flender and filly reafon, that upon foweake a foun-

dation it can never ſtand : for if it be demanded , whether this action of

the people , of giving over their right and prerogative to their Prince,

bewillingor contrained, what answer will they make ? If it beby con-

ftraint and feare ( as it is indeed ) who will not judge this ufurping of

their liberty utterly unjuft and tyrannicall, when one man fhallarrogate

that tohimselfe which pertaineth to many, yea to the whole body ofthe

people? Andadmit that this reafonwas effectuall , yet the gloffe upon the

place faith very notably , That the Princes pleaſuremaybe held for a law,

fo farreforth as that whichpleafeth him be juft and honeft : giving us to

know thus muchthereby, That every will and pleaſure of a Prince may

not indifferently be allowed for a law, ifitbean unjustand diſhoneſtacti-

on, and contrary to the rule ofgood manners. Moreover, itappearethby

the Cuftomes ofmanyantient people and Realmes, That Princes had ne-

verthis licenſe given them, to doe what they lifted : for let them benever

fo
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Dan.6.8.

Died.lib.2.c.2.

fo mighty , yea as mighty as Darius, underwhofe raigne the Perfian Mo-

narchy was abolished ; yet hee mult be content (acording tothe law of

the Medes and Perfians) not to be able to infringe that law which was by

the advice ofhis Peers and Privy Councell enacted, andby his owne con-

fent and authority eftablished : no, though for Daniels deliverance fake,

whomhe loved,he greatly defired and tooke paines either to difannull, or at

leaft to give a favourableinterpretation ofit.

Suchinoldtimewas the cuftome of the Kings of Egypt,not to follow

their owne affections in any a&tions they went about, but to be directed

bythe advice of their lawes : for they had not fo much authority as to

judge betwixt man and man , or to levy fubfidies and fuch like by their

owne powers ; neither to puniſh any man through choler , or any over-

weeningconceit , but were alwayes tyed to obfervejuftice and equity in

all caufes neither did it grieve them fo to doe , being perfwaded that

whileft they obeyed their lawes , nothing could betide them but good.

Theucydlib.1. The Lacedemonian Kings were in fuch bondage to the lawes of their

countrey , that the Ephori, which were fet up to none other end butto be

abridle to hold them backe from doing what they lifted, had abfolute au-

thorityto correct them when they had committed any fault ; which fub-

jection nothing difpleafed KingTheopomp , as it is apparent bythe answer

hemadehiswife, that reproved him once in anger, faying , By his cowar-

dife he would leave aleffe kingdome to his children, than hehad received

of his Ancestors. Nay (faithhe) a greater , forfomuch as more durable

and permanent. Plutarchpraising the uprightneffe ofKing Alcamenes,who,

for feare to breake thelaw, refufeddivers prefents thatwere fent him, bur-

ftethinto this fpeech : Oheart worthy ofa King , that hath preferred the

authority of the law before his owne profit ! Where are thofe fellowes

now that cry, Kings pleaſures ought to be obferved for Lawes , and that

a Prince maymake a law, but is not fubject to it himfelfe ? And this is

thatwhich Plutarchfaith as concerning that matter, who lived under Trajan

the Emperor.

Lib.3.Annal.

In Panegyr.

Cornelius Tacitus difcovering thebeginning and originall of the Romane

CivillLaw, faith, ThatServis the third King of Rome after Romulus and

Numa, was the only man that moſt eſtabliſhed thofe lawes , whereunto

Kings themſelves ought to yceld and be obedient. And admit that the

Emperoursfwayed with great power and authority almoſt all the world;

yet forall their fierceneffe and haughtineffe of minde, Fling durft tell Tra-

jan, That an Emperour ought to ufe to carry himselfe with fuch good go.

vernment in his Empire, as if hewere fure to give up an account of all his

actions : Thou must not (faith hee ) defire more liberty to follow thine

owne luft, than any one of us doe ; a Prince is not fet over the law,but the

law placed in authority above the Prince.This was the admonition ofthat

heathen man. Likewife Antonius and Severus, two mighty Emperours,

although by reaſon of an opinion of their owne greatne ffe and haughti-

neffe , wherewith they flattered themfelves , bragged that they were not

fubject to any law ; yet they added this claufe withall, That notwithftan-

ding theywould live according to the direction of the law. This ( faith

Lib.4.tit.17. Theodofius and Valentinian , twonoleffe mighty Emperours) is a voice be-

comming the Royall Majefly and greatnoffe of a King, To confeffe him. -

felfe to live undera law ; and in truth it is a thing of greater importance

than
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Lib.1.ced.

thanthe imperiall dignity it felfe, to put foveraigntyunder the authority

of law. Amongst many other good leffons and exhortations which

Lewis that good King gave unto his fonne on his death-bed , this was Nicol.Gil.vol.

oneworthy the remembring , how he commanded him to love andfeare chronic.Franc.

God with all his ftrength, and to take heed of doing any thing that

fhould be contrary to his law , whatſoever ſhould befall him ; and to

provide that the good lawes and ftatutes of his kingdome might be ob-

ferved , and the priviledges of his fubje&ts maintained ; to forbid Iudges

to favour him more than any others , when any caufe of his ownecame

in tryall. Therebygivingus thus much tounderſtand That every good

Kingought tofubmit himfelfe in obedience under the hand ofGod, and

under the rule of juſtice and equity. Wherefore there is neither Kingnot

Keifar that can or ought to exempt himfelfe from the obfervance of fa

cred and upright lawes , which if they refift or difanull, doubtleffe they

areculpableof amoſthainous crime, and eſpecially of Rebellionagainſt

the Kingof Kings.

any

CHAP. VII.

Ofthepuniſhment thatfeifed upon Pharaoh King of

Egypt,for refiftingGod,andtranfgreßing the

firft commandement oftheLaw.

::

Ee have fufficiently declared in the premiffes, that the

mightiestpotentates of this world are bound to range

themſelves under the obedience of Gods law it re-

maineth now that we produce examples of thofe pu-

niſhments that have fallen upon the heads of the

tranfgreffours of the fame, according to the manner,

of their tranfgreffion, of what fort foever : which thas

we may the better defcribe, it behooveth us to follow the order of the

Commandements , as the examples wee bring may be fitly referred to

of them. And firft we are to understand, that when God faid, The

falt have none other Gods before me , hee condemneth under theſe words

the vanity of men that have forged to themſelves a multitude ofgods:

hee forbiddeth all falfe Religion , and declareth , That hee would be

acknowledged to be the fole and true God ; and that we should ferve,

worship, love, feare, and obey him in and above all things , andwho-

foever it be that doth otherwife, either by hindring his worship , or

afflicting thofe that worship him , the fame man provoketh his heavy

wrath to bee throwne upon him, to his utter ruine and deftruction,

This is the indignation that lighted upon Pharaoh King of Egypt, as

wee read in the booke of God : who being one of the moſt puiffang

Kings of the earth in his age , God chofe him for anobject to thewhis

wonderfullpower, by the means of horrible plagues and fcourges which

C

4



Ofthoſe thatperfecuted

TheTheatre of ¿Chrift and his Church

14

heecaft upon him , and by deſtroying him with all his armies at the

length, as his rebellion well deferved : Forhe like a cruell Tyrant conti-

nuing tooppreffe the children of Ifrael, without giving them any releaſe

or breathing time from their mifery, or liberty to ferve God, althoughby

Mofesinthe nameand authority of God(who made himfelfe wellenough

knowneuntohim, without the help of any written law ) hee was many

times inftantlyurged and requested thereunto : fo many judgementsand

puniſhments affayled him one inthe necke of another , in fuch fort,that

at lengthhewas overtaken and enfnared therewith. First of all, the very

waters ofEgypt being converted into bloud, proclaimed warre againſt

him then the frogges which covered the face of the earth , climbed

upevento his chamberandbed, and filling every corner of his land, foun-

ded him an alarme : next a mufter of lice and gnats, and fuch othertrou-

bleſome and ftinkingcreatures, fummonedhimto combate : an handfull

of embers ſcattered in theaireby Mofes , were unto him asthe ftrokes of

a ſtone or a ſhaft , which did wonderfully disfigure their bodies with

boyles and moſt noyfome fcabbes : afterward the grafhoppers were pat

inbattell array against him , togetherwith the haileftones, horrible thun.

ders and lightenings, wafting and fpoyling, and running up and downe

grievously throughhis whole land. After all theſe bitter blowes,the Ty-

rant beingcut short, and being fo befieged on every fide with hideous

and palpable darkneffe , that he could not tellwhichwayes to turnehim-

felfe , yet would heenotbe brought to any reafon, but continued obfti-

nate andhardened againft God, though all the elements, with heaven and

earth, had takenarmour together, and confpired his deftruction. There-

forewhile hee remained in this wretched ftate,Gods Angell punished him

inthe perfon of his eldeftfonne , which died fuddenly in onenight, to-

getherwithall the firstborne of Egypt ; wherewithall both hee and all

his people being greatly movedand grieved , at length gave the Ifraelites

notonely leave,but alfo hafted them todepart : but anon, as he ſawthem

going, likeaman beftraught he ranne after them againe,and purſuedthem

with a mighty army, untill God inthe meanewhileopening a paffage for

his childrenoverthwart the deep Red fea , attended him in the midway,

whereheefurprifed and enfnared him , overthrew and violently overtur-

ned the wheeles of his chariots, and put hiswhole army to ahurly burly;

and that he might utterly deftroy him, caufed the fea from each fide to re-

turne tohis channell, which drowned and devoured him and all his army.

And this is one ofthe nobleft and fearfulleft judgements of God that can

be mentioned, and therefore is very often recounted in many places ofthe

Scripture, as a thing moft memorable above others. Neither ought wee

tomarvell, iffonotable a Hiftory as this is notfet downe among thewri-

tings of prophane authors : for that befides their Hiftories doe not ordi-

narily ftretch fo farre , as to record fuch antient acts , there is alfono

doubt but the fucceffors of that Tyrant, and all the Egyptians,

fought all means poffible to cancell and blot out the memory of their

fo great and horrible ruine. And if by chance any Hiſtoriographer

make mention of the departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypt , it is

done infuch fort, that the truth is not onely difguifed, but wholly per-

verted by them, and in place thereof nothing but lies and falſhoodfoi-

Ated in.

Like
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Like as Pharaoh by his unjust and outragious perfecuting of the chil

dren of God , made himſelfe fo guilty of Gods wrath , that he defer-

ved to be utterly deftroyed , with the greateft part ofhis people fo

allo after their miraculous deliverance , whofoever laboured either to

hurt, hinder, or refift them , did no leffe incurie Gods difpleaſure and

fierce wrath against them, wherewith they were confumed where of

the overthrow and difcomfiture of Amalech is a plaine example ; who,

admit all the great wonders which God had done for the Ifraelites in Exoc.17.

Ægypt and in the red fea ( whereof the brute being blowne into all

corners of the earth , hee could not be ignorant ; ) yet washe fo ma-

litious and foolish hardy, as to take up armour againſt them , and to

meet them to bid them battell ; but he and his wicked complices were

by Tofhuah and his poore people ( though unwarliking and unacquain-

ted with fuch actions , lately crept out of bondage , wherein they had

been only exerciſed to make mortar and bricke , and not to handlewea-

pons ) diſcomfited and overthrowne : for the Lord of Hofts (who is

the divider of victories to whom he pleaſeth) at the fervent prayers of

bis fervant Mofes , fought for them, to the confufion of Amalech and

allbis traine ; and therefore he commanded Mofes to put this deed of his

in writing , as a thing worthy to be remembred ; who alſo erected an

Altar in the fame place , for a perpetuall monument of fo noble a vi-

&tory.

As Amalech , and for the like finne , were Arad a King of the Num.2.1.

Canaanites , Schon King of Amorites , and Og King of Bafan , with

their people and cities , deftroyed and rafed downe ; fo the Madi-

anites enterprifing to withstand the forefaid Ifraelites , by the wicked

and pernicious counfell of Balaam ; were fubdued and put to the Num.31

fword, even five Kings of them together , not one efcaping fave

the young Virgins which had never committed fornication with

man.

After that the Children of Ifrael had continued a ſeaſon peaceably

in the Land of Canaan which the Lord had beſtowed upon them ,

then did Eglon King of Moab rife up, and fubdued them by warre , fudg.gi

and tyrannized over them eighteene yeares. And although itwas Gods

will that they fhould be thus chaftifed , becauſe of their corruption ,

and iniquity , nevertheleffe this Moabite ( his Rod ) hee caufed ( in re-

gard of his love to his people ) to be flaine by Ahad an Ifraelite , as

hee was taking his cafe in his chamber. In like manner was his wrath

ftirred up against Iabin King of Afor,who had oppreffed Ifrael twenty

yeares whofe army,though it was great and well appointed, was not-

withlanding by Baraks handfull of men , under the conduct and rule

of Deborah the Propheteffe , wondrously diſcomfited ; in fuch fort,that

of all the multitude there remained not one that felt not the edge of the

fword, except Sifera their Captaine ; who efcaping from the battell by

betakinghim to his heeles, turned inby chance intothehouſe ofa woman

called fabel ; who hating him, as he slept, with ahammerfaftened a naile

intohis temples ; and thus efcapingfrom thofe whom he feared, he was

murthered by herwhom he trufted . And fothisvaliantwarriour,as hewas

Overcome in battell by the conduct of awoman, fowas he put to death by

thehandofawoman.

C 2 That
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Judg.7.

Iudg16.

1Sam 15.

I Sam.17.

That which happened to the Madianites in the time of Gideon, is admi-

rable and very ſtrange ; who being furnishedwith a mighty army offoul-

diers,with the Amalekites and other their Allyes, todeftroy Ifrael,werefo

fcarred and ſcattered at the found of the trumpets, and brightneffe of tor.

ches of three hundred men atthe moft thatwerewith Gideon, that through

the marvellous aftonishment they were in , they turned their blades into

their owne bofomes , and murthered oneanother, tillthe greatest part of

them were deftroyed and the refidue being put toflight,and pursuedbythe

men of Ephraim , two of their Kings , Oreb and Zeb, were taken and

flaine.

Awhile after it cameto paffe, that the Princes of the Philiftims , who

had oppreffed the people of God bythe fpace offorty yeares,being affem-

bled together with all their people in the Temple ofDagon their god, even

thenwhen after their facrifices , they thought to make themſelves moſt

fport andpaftime with poore Sampfon,wholeeyes in mockery& contempt

theyhad put out,were altogether maffacred by the fall of the houſe which

Sampfen by his ftrength pulled upon their heads : whichwas the greateſt

Overthrow that before timesbyhis meanstheybad received.

In the raigne of SaulKing of Ifrael, AgagKingof Amalech,the pofte-

rityof thofe that laid wait for Ifrael in the defart, as they came out of

Egypt,werebySaul ( following the commandement ofthe Lord)ſet upon;

who runningupon him and his people, made a great flaughter and butche-

ryof them, not fparing man,woman,nor childe,butthe King onely,whom

hetooketo mercy,and led captive,which he ought not tohavedone. This

Captaine beingthus fpared by onethatwas but little better than himſelf,

could not fo eſcape ; for the Prophet Samuel became the executioner of

Gods vengeance upon him,fince Saul refuſed it,and with hisownhand flew

him,eventhenwhen hethought he thould live.

Alittle while after, Goliah a gyant ofthe Philiftims,who aswell through

the hugeneffe of his ftature,and ſtrengthof body, as through the horrible

crueltywhich appeared in him, feemedinmans eyes invincible , proudly

and prefumptuously defied the armyof the living God , offering and da-

ring any one manof Ifrael to enter combatewith him : This proudfellow

was, notwithstanding all his brags , by young and unarmedDavid, fave a

little flickeand a few ftoneswhichhe had in his hands , vanquished and

trod under foot ; for he gave this greatbeaft fuch a knocke with one ofhis

ftones on theforehead, that at the firft blowhe tumbled him grovelingon

the earth, and quickly leaping upon him, caught hold of his hugefword,

and therwithall cut off his monftrous head : which the Philiftims per-

ceiving, turned their backesand fled , andwerepurfued and flaine bythe

Ifraelites.

}
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CHAP. VIII.

MoreExamples like unto the former.

N the time of Achab, Benhadad King of Syria accom. 1.King.20.

panied with two and thirty Kings, cameveryproudly

against Ifrael, as it were in defpight of God to bid.

him battell, but it turned to his owne fhame and con-

fufion, being first dishonourably put to flight by 230

fervantsof the Princes of Ifrael (a ſmall handfull to

encounterfomighty anarmy:)and fecondly,returning

tofeekerevenge, foundthe loffe of 100000 footmen

at one clap , befides 27000 which efcaping by flight, were crushed in

pienes bythe ruine of a wall in the city Aphec. And fo this brave gallant,

that erft bragged, that the gold and filver of Ifrael, yea their wives and

childrenwerehis, wasnow glad to fly for his life amongst the reft , and in

his returne tohide himselfe, all diſmaied in a little chamber ; and from

thence (being adviſed thereto by his fervants) tofend to intreat Achab for

his owne life, which a little before thought him fure ofthe lives ofall If-

rael. Yet for all this , ere long hee enterprifed anew practife against the

Prophet Elizeus, and befieged alfo the city of Samaria fo long, that cer-

tainewomen (constrained by extreme famine) devoured their children :

but inthe end hewas compelled (through fearfull terror which God fent

intohis armybythe noifeof infinite Chariots and Horfes whichfounded

in their cares, as if fomepuiffant host of menof warre had been marching

towards them) to forfake the fiege, and fleewith all his forces, leaving be

hinde them their tents,horfes,carriages, victuals, and munitions, to bea

prey for them that purfued them not. And lastly, falling ficke, Hazael one 2.King.8.

ofhisowne fervants, that fucceeded him inthe kingdome, to the end hee

mightdifpatchhim quickly, and without tumult, early in the morning

tookea thick cloth dipt in water, and ſpreading it over his face, tifled him

to death.

2.King.6.

2.King 7.

When the Moabites and Ammonites rofeup in arms against Ichofaphat 2.Chron.20.

Kingof Iuda, as foone as this good Kinghumbled himselfe together w ich

all his peoplebefore the face of God byfafting and prayer,forthwith God

fent fuch a giddineffe of fpirit amongst his enemies, that theykilled one

another:andthemenofIuda withoutbeing troubled with fighting.gathe .

red the fpoile which they had fcattered,and enriched themſelves with their

reliques.

Aman,promoted in honour and credit above all the Princes of the E17,& 9.

Court of King Affuerus, conceived fobeatly an hatred against the poore

difperfed Lewes (being at that timethe only Churchof God) that maliti-

ouflyheconfpired,in one day todeftroy and put to death the whole nation,

to thevery womenand infants : and in accomplishing this his purpoſe,

he mightilyabufed the authority of the King , whom he falfly informed,

That this nationwould not be fubject to his ordinances and lawes which

his otherpeoplewere fubje&t unto ; and that therefore hee ought not to

permit and fuffer them any longer. But God that carrieth alwayes a

watchfull eye over his Church, and knowethhow to breake and dafh all

C 3
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1.Macch,2&6.

Epimanes,

1.Macch.6,

the enterprifes of his enemies , brought all this wretches purpoſes to

nought, bypreferving miraculously thofewhom he would have deftroyed,

and making him doe reverence to Mordecheus, whom hee fpecially fought

to bring to infamy, and for whom he had of purpoſe provided a gibber

tohanghim on, but was hanged thereon himselfe, with ten of his fons:

befide, all thofe which had confpired with him against the lewes , were

uponthe famedaywhich they had fet downe for their maffacre , by the

kingscommandement flaine bythe hands ofthemwhom they had appoin-

ted to the flaughter.

Balthafar King of Babylon, as hewas feafting among his Princes, com-

manded amidſt his cups, the golden and filver Veffels which Nebuchad

Bezzar had taken out of the Temple of Ierufalem , to be brought, that

both he, and his princes, and hiswives and concubines might drinke there-

in ; exalting himselfe thus against the Lord of Heaven, and boaſting in his

idols of earth ; therefore God being ftirred upto wrath againsthim, ap-

pointed his deftruction even whileft he thus dranke and mademerry inthe

midst of hisjollity, and caufed aſtrange and fearefull figne to appearebe-

fore his eyes,a bodileffe hand writingupon thewall over against the can-

dleſticke ; the words ofwhich writing portended the deftruction of his

kingdome, which preſently enfued ; for the very fame night hee was

murthered , and the Scepter feifed upon by Darius King of the

Medes.

Antiochus,by firname Epiphanes, or Excellent (though by truer report of

people, contemptuously entituled the Furious) King ofAfia, being veno-

mouflyenraged against the lewes, began at the first marvelloufly to op-

preffe them, to rob and fpoile their Temple, and to flaughter thepeople.

Abouttenyeares after , deceivingthe poorepeoplewith faire andfmooth

words, covers of moft vile and wretched treaſon , whileft they imagined

no mifchiefe, hee fet upon them in fuch cruell fort , that the loffe and

defolation which they endured at that time was ineftimable ; for befides

the deſtruction of Ierufalem their City, the flaughter of infinite multi-

tudes of their people , and the captivity ofwomen and infants ; as if all

thefewere not enough, there was yet anothermifery to make upthefull

fumme, worse than all the reft : 'whichwas this ; The curfed tyrant fee-

inghis purpofenot to takethefull effect , commanded everywhere,Thatall

bis fubjects (I meane the lewes) fhould forfake and abjure the Law ofGod,

and beunited into one Religion with the Infidels. By means of which

Edi&the Religion of God was defaced , the books of his Lawrent and

burned, and thofewithwhomanyfuchbooks werefound , rigorously put

to death : Which fearefull cruelty when the lewes perceived, it cauſed

many ofthem towax fainthearted , and to give themſelves over to wal-

low in the dirtyfaſhions oftheuncircumcifed Idolaters,and in their mad-

neffe to ſubſcribe to the unjuft lawes ofthevile monfter, Now after he had

committed all thefe outrages, he was repulfed with dishonour from the

city ofElymais in Perfia,whichhe went about to fpoile and rob,and forced

to fly to Babylon,where after tidings of the overthrow ofhis two armiesin

Iudea,withgriefe and defpight he ended his dayes.

Antiochus the fonne of this wretched father fucceeding him as inhis

kingdome, fo in wickedneffe, perjury and difloyalty ; when, tothe end to

Confult about his owneaffaires, he concluded a peace with the lewes, and

by
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byfolemne oath as well ofhimfelfe as his princes, confirmed the free excr-

cife of their Religion : behold, fuddenly he fallied his plighted and fworne

faith, and undid all that ever he had done ; but it was not long erehee alſo

was overtakenby the armyof Demetrius, and together with Lyfias his Go-

vernour, put to death.

Awhile afterreigned Alexander his brother,whowhilefthewas encom. Macch.11.

bred with the troubles of Cilicia , that revolted from him, the King of

Egypt his father in law came traiteroufly to foreftall him of his king-

dome, tooke his wife, and gave herto his deadliest enemy, and afterward

gave him battell, difcomfited his forces, and drove him to fly intoArabia

for fafety ; where in ftead of helpe , he found an hatchet to chop off

his head, which was fent for a Prefent to gratifie the King of Egypt

withall.

Not longafter, Antiochus his fonnerecovered the Scepter ofhis Father; 1.Mcch.13 .

but alas his raigne endured but a fmall space ; for being yet but ayoung

childe, heewas flaine byTryphon in the way as heledhimtowarre againit

the Lewes.And thus perished the curfed race of Antiochus , which felt Gods

wrathupon iteven in the third generation.

Antiochus the fonne of Demetrius (of whom mention was made buta 2-Maceh, gd

littlebefore) after hee had chafed Tryphon from the kingdome of Afia,

which he ufurped, and broken the league which he had madewith the

Iewes, gave himfelfewholly toworkethem mifchiefe .Therefore comming

againſt Ierufalem, he tooke it by force, commandinghis fouldiers to put

all to death thatwerewithinthe fame: fo that within three daystherewas-

fuch a maffacre ofyoungand old men,women,and children,that the num

berof the flaine arofe to fourefcore thoufand carkaffes . After this,having

executed many morevillanies against this people, in fo much as to make

them renounce the lawof God, putting them cruelly todeath that did not

obey his commandement, it came topaffe, that this cruell tyrantwas first

of all put to flight by the inhabitants of Perfepolis a city of Perfia , for

goingabout to rob theirtemple of their treaſures : next endamagedby an

Overthrow of his armyin Iudæa : which heeno fooner underfood,buthe

tooke counſell in his fury how to be revenged of Ierufalem, andbelched

forthbitter threats against it. But in the meane time the Lord ftrokehim

with afudden and incurable plague, and furpriſed himwith a horrible tor-

ment of his entrails. Howbeit, for all this he ceaſed not his malitious en-

terpriſe, but hafted forward his journey towardsthe lewes with fuch ea-

gerneffe, that inthe wayhe fell out of his chariot,and bruifed fohis body,

that it became putrified and fo full of corruption,that very vermine fcraw-

led out thereof,and the rotten flesh dropping piecemealeaway, noman,no

not himſelfe being able to endurethe ftinch thereof.Thenwashe conftrai-

ned in the midst of his torments to confeffe,that itwas meet thathe should

fubmithimſelfunto God,that hewhich is mortall,ought not to exalt him-

felfe fo high,as to comparewiththe immortall God : andinthis eftate this

reprobate ended his wicked dayes by a ſtrange andmoſt miſerable kind of

death.

CHAP.
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Mat. 2.

fo ( in regard

CHAP. IX.

Ofthose that perfecuted the SonneofGod andhis Church.

F theywho inthe law injured and perfecuted the Church

of God, were punished according to their deferts, as we

have already heard ; is itany marvell then ifthe enemies

and perfecuters of our Lord and Saviour Chrift lefas,

which labour by all means todiſcountenance and fruſtrate

his Religion, and to oppreffe his Church, doe feele the

heavy and fearefull vengeance of God upon them for their very wic-

kedneffe and unbeliefe ? No verily, for he that honoureth not the Sonne,

honourethnot the Father which fent him, and is guilty therefore before God,

of impiety and prophaneneffe. From this hainous crime King Herod in

nowife canbeexempted, that cauſed all the Infants of Bethlehem of two

ycares old and under, to be cruellymurthered, in hope thereby toput the

This example true Meffias and Saviour of the world to death . Forwhich deed , accom-

belongeth al panied with many other ſtrange cruelties, as by killing the ordinary Iud-

ofcruelty to ges of the houfe of David, and his ownewife and children, this Caitife

the fixth com- was tormentedwith fundry intolerable griefes, and at laft devoured by an

horrible and moft fearefull death . For (as lofephus reporteth) his bodywas

17. Booke of boyled , and his bowels gnawne in twobya foftand flow fire, fretting in-
the Icwish ar- wardly, without any outward appearance of heate befides the rave-

tiquity, cap.8.

nous and infatiable defire of eating , which fopoffeffed him, thatwith-

outchewing, his meat in whole lumps defcended into his body, devou-

ringitfofalt as it could be throwne intohis mouth , and never ceafing to

farfe his greedy throat with continuall fuftenance morcover, his feet

were fo fwolne and puft up with fuch a flegme , that a man might fee

throughthem ; his privy partsfo rotten and full ofvermine,and his breath

fo ftinking, that fewor nonedurft approach neerunto him , yeahis owne

fervants forfooke him . Now lying in this wretched plight,when this wic-

ked manfaw no remedy could be found to affivage his griefe , hee went

abouttokill himselfe,and being not able to performe it,he was constrained

toendure all the pangs ofa moft horrible, lingring,and languishingdeath,

and at laſt mad and miferablebe ftraught of fenfe and reafon , to end his

dayes.

mandement.

Lib.2.cap.11.

Luke9.7.

This example

in regard of

divorce,be

:

As for Herodthe Tetrarch , firnamed Antipas ( who to pleafe Herodias,

had caufed tohn Baptift to be beheaded ) when hee had likewife prepared

fnares forour Saviours feet,andbeing fent tohimby Pilate,to quit himself,

and gratifie him withall , had jeafted and mocked athimhis belly full,

behold,his reproaches and mockes ( was he neverfo fubtle ) turned into

longeth to the his ownebofome : for firft , after that his army hadbeen difcomfited by

feventh Com thefouldiers of King Aretas, whofe daughter ( in regard of Herodias his

brother Philips wife) he had repudiated ; a further fhame and dishonour

befell him , even to be deprived of his Royall dignity ; and not onlyto

be brought into a low and bafe eftate, but also being robbed of his goods,

tobebanished into a farre countrey,and there to make an end of the rest of

his life.

mandement.

Lib cap.29.

Iofephof the
Icwith Anti.

quity,/.8.c.6.

Eufeb.

As
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As touching Pilate the governour of ludea, he did foexcell in wicked-

neffe and injuftice , that notwithstanding the restraint of his owne con-

fcience, the law of civill equity , and the advertiſementofhis ownwife,

yethe condemned Chrift Iefus, the juft and innocent, to the death ofthe

croffe : albeit hee could notbut knowthe power of his miracles, the re-

nowne whereof was fpread into all places . But ere long having been con-

Arained toere&t the image of the Emperour Caligulain the Temple of le-

rufalem tobeworshipped, he was fent for to make perfonall appearance

at Rome, toanswer to certaine accufations of cruelty which were by the

Lewes obje&ted against him:And in this journey being affli&ed in confci . feb.

ence,with the number and weight of his mifdeeds,like a defperateman,to Etrop.lib.7.

prevent the punishment which he feared, willingly offered violence to his

owne life, and killed him felfe.

.

The first Emperour that tooke in hand to perfecute the Chriftians, was

8 Comman
Nerothe Tyrant ; picking a quarrell against them for fetting the City on Tertul,Niceph.

fire , whichbeinghimselfe guilty of, hee chargedthem withall,as defirous dement.

to finde out any occafion to doe them hurt : wherefore under pretence of Calumniation

thefame crime, difcharginghis owne guilt upon their backs, bee expofed Lib.2.cap.44.

them to the fury of the people, that tormented themvery fore, as if they

had been common burners and deftroyers of Cities ,and the deadliest ene-

mies of mankinde. Hereupon the poore Innocents were apprehended, Tacit. Anrisi

and fome ofthem clad with skinnes of wilde beafts , were torne inpieces

by dogges ; others crucified, or made bone-fires of on fuch heapes, that

the flame arifing from their bodies,ferved in ſtead of torches for the night.

Toconclude, fuch horrible cruelty was uſed towards them , that many

of their veryenemies did pitty their miſeries . Butat last thiswretch, the

caufer of all, feeinghimfelfe in danger tobe murthered by oneappointed

for thatpurpoſe (a just reward for his horrible and unjuſt dealing)haftened

his deathby killing himfelfe, as it fhall be fhewedmore at large in the fe-

cond booke.

to the 14.ch.

The author ofthe fecond perfecution against the Chriftians,was Domi- Suet.

tian,whowasfopuft up and fwolnewith pride,thathewould needs afcribe Refer this allo

unto binfelfe the name of God. Against this man rofe uphis outhold of this booke

fervants,whobyhis wives confent flue him with daggers in his privy cham- suer.

ber : his bodywas buried without honour,his memory curled to pofterity,

and his enfignes and trophies thrownedowne and defaced.

Eutrop.

Trajan, who albeit in all things, and in the government of the Empire

alfo, thewed himselfe a good andfage Prince , yet did hee daſh and bruiſe

himfelfe against this ftone with the reft , and was reckoned the third perfe-

cuter oftheChurch ofChrift:forwhichcaufe he underwent alfothe cruell Dion.

vengeance of God,and felt his heavy hand uponhim: for firft he fell into a

palfie,and when he had lofttheufe of his fences(perfwading himfelfe that

hewas poifoned)got a dropfy alfo,and fo died in greatanguish.

Hadrian in the ninth yeareof his Empire caufed tenne thouſand Chri-

ftians tobe crucified in Armenia at onetime ; and after that ceaſed not to

ftirre up averyhot perfecution against themin all places. But God perfe

cuted him, and that to his deftruction ; firftwithan iffue ofbloud, where-

with he was fo weakned and difquieted, that oftentimeshe wouldfaine Mandas7.1.3:

have madeaway himfelfe: next with a confumption ofthe lungs & lights, 12. Spart

whichhefpate out ofhis mouth continually ; and thirdly with an unfaci-

able
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fonto haften his death,or a knife to make quicke riddance ; butwhen all

thofe means were keptbacke, he was inforced to endure ftill, and at laſt to

die ingreat mifery.

Whileft Marcus Antonius, firnamed Verus, fwayed the empire, there

were exceeding cruelties fet abroach against the poore Chriftians every

where, but eſpecially at Lions and Vienna in Daulphin (as Eufebius in his

Ecclefiafticall Hiftory recordeth; ) wherefore he wanted not his punish-

ment , for he died of an Apoplexy , after he had lien ſpeechleffe three

dayes .

After that Severus had proclaimed bimfelfe a profeft enemy to Gods

Church,his affaires began todecline, and he found himfelfe peftered with

divers extremities , and fet upon with many warres ; and at length af

faulted withfuch an extreme paine throughout his whole body, that lan-

guishing and confuming,he defired oft to poifon himfelf,and at laft died in

Tert.adScap. great diftreffe. Vitellius Saturninus one of his Lievtenants in thofe exploits

became blinde another called Claudius Herminianus Governour ofCapa-

docia, who in hatred of his ownewife thatwas a Chriftian, had extremely

afflicted manyof the faithfull , was afterwards himselfe afflicted with the

peftilence,perfecuted with vermine bred in his ownebowels,and devoured

of them alive in moft miferable fort. Now lying in this mifery,he defired

nottobe knowne or ſpoken of by any,leftthe Chriftians that were left un-

murthered, should rejoice at his deftruction , confeffing alfo that thoſe

plagues didjustly betide him for his cruelties fake.

Orof.l.7.6.140

of

Decius, in hatred ofPhilip his predeceffor,that had made fome profeffion

Chriftianity,wrought tooth and naile to deſtroy the Church ofChrift,

ufing all the cruelties and tormentswhich hiswit could deviſe, againſt all

thoſe whichbefore time had offered themſelves tobe perfecuted for that

Eufeb.1.7.c.1 . caufe. Buthis devillifh pra&ifes were cut fhort by means of the war which

Ecclefiaft.Hift. hewaged againſt the Scythians;wherein,whenhehad raigned not full two

Pomponiu. yeares,his armywasdifcomfited, andhe with his fon cruelly killed : Others

fay,that toescape the hands of his enemies,he ran into a whirlepit, and that

hisbodywas neverfound after.

Neitherdid the juft hand of God plague the Emperour onely, but alſo

aswell the heathen Gentiles throughout all Provinces and dominions of

Eufeb.l.7.6.1 , the Romane Empire.For immediately after the death of this Tyrant,God

fentfuch aplague and peftilence amongst them,lafting for the space often

yeares together, that horrible it is to heare, and almoft incredible to be-

leeve. Dionyfius writingto Hierax a Bishopof Egypt, declareth the mor-

tality of this plague tohave been fo greatat Alexandria , where hee was

Bishop, that therewas nohoufe in the whole city free . And although

the greatneffe of the plaguetouched alfo the Chriftians fomewhat, yet it

fcourged the heathen Idolaters much more : befide that, the behaviour

of the one and the otherwas most divers : for as the forefaid Dionyfius doth

record, the Chriftians through brotherly love and pietydid not refufe one

tovifit and comfortanother, and to minifter to him what need required :

notwithſtandingit was to themgreat danger ; for divers therewere, whoin

clofinguptheir eies , in washing their bodies , and interring them in the

ground,were next themſelveswhich followed them to their graves . Yet all

this ftayed notthem from doing their duty , and ſhewing mercy one to

another.
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another. Whereas the Gentiles contrarily being extremely vifited bythe

handof God, felt theplague, but confidered not the ftriker ; neitheryet ,

confidered they theirneighbour, but everyman shiftingfor himfelfe, ca-

rednotfor one another. Suchaswere infected, fometheywouldcaft out

ofthedoores halfe dead, to be devoured of dogs and beafts fome they

let diewithin theirhoufes, without all fuccor,fome theyfuffered to lieun

buried, forthat nomandurft comeneerethem : and yet notwithstanding

for all their voydingand fhifting , the peftilence followed them whither

foevertheywent, and miferably confumedthem. Infomuch that Dionyfi

reporteth of his ownecity Alexandria, That therewas not left inthecity,

ofold and young, fo many as there was wont tobe oldmen from throe

fcore yearesupwards. Thisplague, though it fpred it felfe overthe whole

world, yet efpecially it raged where the Edicts of the Emperourhad

beene against the Chriftians , whereby many places became utterly de-

folate.

·
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Valerian, albeit in thebeginningof his Empirehe thewed himselffom-

whatmild andgentle towards the profeffors of religion, yetafterwardshe

became theirdeadly enemy ; but whenhe had terribly perfecured them in

hisdominions, itwas not long ere he was taken prisoner in the Perfian

wars, being ſeventy yearesold, and made a flave tohis conquerour all the

reft of his life: Andwhofe conditionwas ſomiſerable, that SaporKing of In the Sermon

Perfia uſed bis backe as a blocke or ſtirrop tomount upon his horfe. Yea

of the congre.

gatio offaints

hedealt fo cruellywith the pooreold man (as Eufebius teftifieth) that to Eufeb.Hift.Ec-

make up thefull number of his miferies, he cauſed him tobe fleinealive, defol.7.6 30.

and poudredwith falt. Crod MOOR

da

The like feverity of Gods terrible judgment is alfo tobe noted inClau- Menyis, deËrà

dius his Prefident, and minifterof his perfecutions for God gavehim up ford

tobe poffeffed andvexed of the Devill, in fuch fort, that biting off his

owne tongue in manyfmall pieces,he fa ended his dayes.

Neither did Galienus the fonne of Valerian, after the captivity ofhis fa-

ther, utterly efcape the righteous handof God: for befide the miferable

captivityof his father, whomhecouldnot reftore, fuch ſtrange portents,

and fuch earthquakes did happen, alfofuch tumults, commotions and rei

bellions did follow, that Trebellio doth reckonup to the number of thirty

together, which at fundry places, all at one time, tooke upon them tobe

Emperours of the Romane Monarchy : bythe means whereof hee was not

ableto fuccour his father,thoughhewould notwithstanding the faid Galis

enus,being,as is thought,terrified by theexample ofhis father,did remove, Eaſebol.7. 6.53-

orat leaſtwife moderate the perfecution ftirred upagainſt the Chriftians,

as it mayappeare byhis Edictfet forth in Enfebius, ou desamt olid

Aurelianbeingupon point to trouble the quiet of the church, whichita

while enjoyed under the Emperour Galien;even whilſtbewas devifing new

practifes against it,a thunderbolt fell from heaven at his feet, which fo

amazed him,that his malitious and bloud- thirſty mind was fomewhat re-

bated and repreffed from doing thatwhichhe pretended untill thatretur. Vopis.

ning tohis old bent , and perfevering to pursue his purpoſe, when Gods EuropsNicepha

thundercould not terrifie him, he ftirred uphis ownefervants to cut his

throat.

Dioclefianwent anotherwaytoworke, for he did not fet abroachall his

practiſes atone puſh, but first aſſayed by fubtlemeansto make thoſe that

were
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wereinhis army torenouncetheir faith ; thenbyopen proclamation com-

manded , that their churches fhould be rafed and beaten downe , their

Bibles burned and torne in pieces : that they thatwere Magiftrates,or bore

anypublique office in thecommonwealth, if theywere Chriftians, hould

be depofed and that all bondmen that would forfake their profeffion,

fhould be enfranchiſed. When hee had thus left no deviſe unpractifed

that mightfurther toaboliſh and deftroy the religionof Christ, and per-

ceiving that, notwithſtandingall his malice and cruell rage, it everyday

(through the wonderfull conftancy of Martyrs) increaſed and grew even

against the haire ; with very fpightand anger hegaveup the Empire.And

laftly, when he had been tormented withdiverfe and ftrange difcafes, and

that his houfehad beenfeton firewith lightning,and burned with fire from

heaven, and he himselfe fofcarred with thunder, that he knew not where to

hide him, he fell mad and killed himfelfe. There was joyned tothis man

inthe government of the Empire, one Maximilian, whoſe cruelty and ty

ranny againſt the Chriftians was fooutragious alfo, that upon a folemne

lib.2.cap.12. feftivall day , when infinite numbers of themwere affembled together at

Nicomedia, in a Temple, to ferve God, he ſent a band of Atheiſts to in-

cloſe them, and burne the Temple and them together, as they indeed did :

Eufeb.Hiß. Le- for therewere confumed at that bone- fire (as Nicephorus writeth) twenty

clef.7,& 8.c.16

Niceph.1.7.66. thouſand perfons. In like fortdealt bewith awhole city in Phrygia, which

afterhe had longbefieged, hee cauſed tobe burnt to cinders, with allthe

inhabitants therein. But the end of thiswretchwas like his life, even mi-

ferable for lying awhile fickeof agrievous diſeaſe, the veryvermine and

fuch horrible ſtinke cameforth ofhis body, thatfor fhameand griefe hee

hunghimſelfe.

Mandat.7.

Niceph,7,32 Maximinus that raigned Emperour inthe Eaft, wasconftrained to inter-

rupt and makeceaſe his perfecution which he had begun, by means of a

dangerfulland grievous fickneffe , and to confirme agenerall peace toall

Chriftians in his dominions,by publique Edias.

His fickneffewasthus : In the privymembersof his body, theregrew a

fuddenputrifaction,and afterin the bottome ofthe fameabotchy corrupt

bile,witha fiftula, confuming andeatinguphis intrails, out of thewhich

came fwarmingan innumerable multitude of lice, with fuchapeftiferous

ftinke, that no man could abide him ; and fomuchthe more , forthat all

the groffeneffe of his body, by abundance of meatbeforehe fell ficke, was

turned intofat; whichfatnow putrified and ftinking, was fo ugfome and

horrible, that none thatcametohim could abide the fight thereof;by rea-

fon whereof the Phyfitianswhichhadhim in cure, fome ofthemnot able

toabide the intolerable ftink, werecommandedto be flaine ; otherfome,

becauſethey could not heale him, being paft hope,were alfocruelly put to

death. At length, being put inremembrance, that his diſeaſe was ſent of

God,beebeganto repentof the crueltywhichhehad fhewed the Chrifti-

ans,and forthwith commanded all perfecutionto cease.

But (alas) this peacewas fo brittle, that it lafted but fix moneths ; for

eventhenhefoughtby all means poffible againe to trouble and difquiet

theirreft, and fent forth a newEdi& quitecontrary totheformer, impor-

ting their utter deftru&tion. And thus being nothing amended,but rather

madeworsebyhis fickneffe, it affailed himafresh, in fuch fort, that every

daygrowing in extremity, as hegrew incruelty, it at laft broughthim to

his
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his death, his carkaffe being all rotten and full of corruption andwormes.

Saint Chryfoftomewriteth of him, That the apple of his eye fell out before

he died.

Maxentiu and Licinius,theone Emperour of Italy,the other ofthe Eaft,

perceiving how the Emperour Conftantine that raigned in theWeft, was

had ingreat reputation, for maintaining hecaufe of the Chriftians,began

alfo to docthe like: but by andby their malice and hypocrifie difcovered

it felfe, when they undertook to trouble and affli& thofewhombefore

they feemedto favour. For which cauſe Conftantine taking arms againſt

them,deftroyedthem both one after another ; for Maxentius thinking to

favehimfelfe upon a Bridge on Tyber, was deceivedby the breakingof the

Bridge, and fodrenched and drowned in the water. Licinius was takenand

put todeath. And thus twoTyrants ended their dayes, for perfecutingthe

Church of Chrift.

25

Against the

Gentiles,

Inthetenthyeareof the perfecution of Dioclefian, Galeriss his chiefe Lanquet.Chre

minifterand inftrument in that practiſe, fell into a grievous fickneſſe, ha-

vingaforerifen in the neither part of hisbelly, which confumedhis privy

members, from whence fwarmed great plenty ofwormes engendredbythe

putrefaction. This diſeaſecouldnot be holpen by any Chirurgery or Phy-

fick:whereforehe confeffed that it juftly happened unto him for his mon

ftrous cruelty towards the Chriftians, and called in his proclamations

whichhehad publiſhed against them. Howbeit notwithſtanding he died

miferably, and as fome write flew himſelfe.

CHAP. X.

Moreexamples of Perfecutors .

Aint Bartholomew one ofthe twelve Apoftles, after hee

had preached Chrift Jefus unto the Indians,and deli-

veredthemthe Goſpell written by Saint Mathew,and

had converted manyunto the Faith , albeit she mira-

cleswhichhewrought were ftrange andfupernatural

(for hee reftored many difeafed perfons to their

health, and clenfed King Polemius his daughter from

an unclean ſpirit wherewith thewas poffeffed) yet

regard that he deſtroyed their Idoll Aftaroth, andbewraied the fubtilties

of Satan,hewas by Aftyages, Polemius younger brother, at the inftigation

ofthe Idolatrous Priefts,firftcruell beaten with clubs,after fleyed, and laft

of allbeheaded, Butwithinthirty dayes after, both thewicked King, and

the Lacrilegious Priefts,were poffeffed with devills, andbrought to awret-

ched andmiferable death.

Hieron.inCati

lib.8.cap.4.

Aphreats that heavenly Philofopher , going out of his Cloyfter_to- Theod.146.36

wards theTemple, to feed the flockeof Chriftwith fomewholefome food

of found Doctrine; and beingperceivedby the EmperourValens,and de- Tripartis.Hi !

mandedwhither hewent; heanswered, To pray for himand his kingdome. Nic1.6.959

Yea, but faid the Emperour,it were moreconvenient for thee that profef-

feft thy felfe a Monke, to remaine at home in contemplation, thanto stray

abroad:

D

!
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Tbeod.l.3.6.7.

Enfed.1.8.c.7.

Vincentius,

1.10.6.56.

""

abroad : True antwered this holy man, if Chrifts theep enjoyed peace ;

but as itbecommeth an honeft Matronto fit ftill withindoors; nevertheles

if herhouſe were on fire, and the flame invironed her, fhould the not ftirre

tohelpe to quench it ? And fhouldI lye ftill, andfeemy Countreyfet on

firebythe perfecution ? Whereat the Emperour being netled, threatned

him withdeath, and one of his chamberlaines tauntinghim for his bold-

neffe, uſed him moftcurrifhly. But prefently ashe went to the Baths, to

makethem readyfor the Emperour, thehand ofGod ftroke him with an

Apoplexy, that he fell downedead intothe waters.

UndertheEmpire of Iulian the Apoftate, all they that either confpired

or practifedthe death of Cyrillus a Deacon of Heliopolis, fcituate neerto

Libanus, came to a miferable end : for afterthat Conftantinewas deceaſed,

bywhofe authoritythe holy Martyrhad brokendowne many of their Ima-

ges and Idolls, the abhominable Idolaters did not onely murther him , but

alfodevoured his liver with bread, as if it hadbeenthe ſweeteſt morfell of

meat intheworld. But the all- fecing eye of God faw their villany, and

his revengefull rod bruifed them in peeces : for their teethwherewith they

chewed that unnaturall food, fell all out of their heads ; and their tongues

wherewiththey tasted it, rotted and confumed to nothing ; and laſtly,their

eyeswhichbeheld it, failed them, and they became blinde. And thus were

they all ferved, not one excepted, bearing juftly themarkes of Gods wrath

for fo inhumane and unnaturall a deed.

At Tyre a City ofPhoenicia,underthe raigne of Dioclefian , many Chri-

ftians that foutly profeffed and maintained the Faith and Religion of

Chrift Jefus, were aftermany tortures and deftruations, expoſed to wilde

beafts tobedevoured, as Beares, Libards, wilde Boares, and Buls : the fa-

vagebafts, though made fierceand furious by fires and fwords, yet (I know

not bywhat fecret inftinct, ) . refufed once to touch them, or to come neere

them, but turned theirteeth upon the Infidels that were without, andcame

to fer themonupontheSaints, and tore many ofthem in pieces intheir

fteads. Howbeit, althoughthey escaped the jawes of wilde beafts, yet

they escapednot the fwords of them that were more favage than any beafts :

and thoughthebowels of Beares refuſed to entombe them, yet were they

intombedinthe flouds , and crownedwith the Crowne of facred

dome.

martyr-

Proceßus and Martians , Keeper ofthePrifonwherein the Apoſtles Pe-

ter and Paul were inclofed at Rome, feeing the miracles which were

wrought bytheir hands, believed in Chrift, and together with ſeven and

fortyother prifonerswerebaptized . Which when Paulinus the Judgeper-

ceived, hee injoyned themto lay afide their confcience, and offer facrifice

to Idols. But they,readier to obey God than man, could neitherby threats

norviolencebee brought to it ; but chofe rather tobee beaten withclubs

Petricde Na- or confumedwith fire , or fcourged with Scorpions, as they were, than

to yeeld to denytheir Maker, by doing worship to devilish and mon-

trous Idols. But that Judge the procurer of their martyrdomes, fhortly

after becamehimfelfe an object of Gods wrath ; when his eye- fight fai-

ledhim , and an evill fpirit fo poffeffed and tormented him , that inthe

extremity of terrours andgriefe,be breathed out ere long his laft and mife-

rablebreath .

Salibus.

Lib.3.c.ax.
Nicephorus reporteth , How the Emperour Trajan having caufed five

holy
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holyVirgins tobe burned , for ſtanding in the profeffion of the Truth,

commanded certaine Veffels to be made of their afhes mingled with

braffe , and dedicated them to the ſervice of a publique Bath ; but the

Bath that before time instilled a wholſome and healthfull vapour inte

mensbodies, now became pernitious and fatall unto them : for all that wa-

ſhed themſelves therein, felt prefently fuch a giddineffe in their braines,

and fuch adimneffe of fight, that they fell downe dead forthwith : The

cauſe of which mifchiefe being perceived by Trajan, he melted againe the

Virgin-moulded Veffels, and ere&ted five ftatues tothe honour of them ;

fochoaking as itwereone fuperftition with another , to his owneeternall

infamy anddifgrace.

27

Agapitus ayoungman of fifteene yeares of age, being apprehendedby Bergom.lib.§.

the inhabitants of Prenefte, and grievously tormented,for refusing tooffer

facrifice totheir Idols ; and when all would not ferve to shake the foun-

dation of his Faith (which was builded upon a Rocke) hee was con-

demned and executed to death : For, being firft fcourged with whips,

thenbangedupby the feet ; after having hot fcalding water poured upon

him, at last hee was caft unto wilde beafts. With all which torments

beingnotterrified, nor yet difpatched, finally had his head cut off. But

behold, the Iudge called Antiochus , that pronounced the fentence , fell

downefrom his Thronebefore the face of theworld,even whilft theyoung

manwas inthe midſtof his torments,andbyhis example madeknowneto

all men, howodious fuch cruell perfecutors are in the fight of Him that

judgeth theEarth, and controlleth the mighty Princes and Potentates of

thefame.

In the Empireof Iulian the Apoftate the Lord fentfuch horrible earth-

quakes upontheworld, that what for the fall ofhouſes , and raptures of

fields, neither city norcountrey was fafe toabide in : befides, fuchan ex-

treamedrouthdryed up the moisture of the earth, that vi&uals were very

geafon anddeere. Thefe plagues Theodoret avoucheth tohave fallen upon Libq.cap.4.

the world for the impiety of Iulian , and the miſerable perſecution of

Chriftians.

The Emperour Gallushad good fucceffe in his affaires whifft be abftai- Lufeb.lib.7.

ned from shedding thebloud of the Chriftians ; but as foone as heegave cap.21,22%

himfelfeoverunto that villany, his profperity, Kingdome, and lifedimi

nished and decreaſed at once : for within two yeares he and his fonne lø-

lufianus , in the warre againſt Emylian , were both flaine, through the

defection ofhis fouldiers, who in the point of neceffity forfooke him.

Befide, the Lord in his time fent upon the Provinces of Rome agenerall

and contagious peftilence, which lafted whole ten yeares without inter-

miffion,to makefatisfa&tion for the much innocent bloud whichwas fpil

led amongst them .

Sbak, France

1

Arnolphus the fourefcor'th Emperour raged like a Tyrant againſt all Philip Adelan.

men, but especially against thofe that profeffed the Religionand name of Chron. lib.4.

Chrift lefus : for which caufe the Lord ftirred up a womanthewife of Chron.Pelen

Guide, to minifter untohimthedregs ofhis wrathin a poyfoned cup ; by

means whereoffucha rottenneffe poffeffed all his members, that lice and

wormes iffuingout continually,heedied moftmiferably in Orenge, a city

of Bavary,the twelfth yeare of his raigne.

Bajazet the Turke, towhat a miferable and ludibrious end came he, for Philip Melan,

Chron. lib.si

1 Di his
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28 his outragious hatred against all Chriftendome, but cfpecially against

Conftantinople, whichhe hadbrought tofo lowan ebbe, that theycould

ſcarce have refifted him any longer, had not Tamerlane the Tartarian revo-

ked him fromthe fiege, and biddenhim leave to affayle others, and looke

untohis owne ? And indeed be welcommed himfo kindly, that he foone

tookehim prifoner, andbinding himwith chaines ofgold, carried him up

anddowne in a cage for a spectacle, ufing his backe for a foot toole to get

upon his horfe. And thus God plagueth one Tyrant by another, and all

for the comfort ofhis chofen.

Compofulus,

lib.9.cap.5.

Philip Melan.
Genfericus King of the Vandales exercifed cruell tyranny againſt the

Chron.lib.3. profeflors of the truth. Sodid Honoricus the fecond alfo:but both of them

reaped their juft deferts : for Genfericus died, being poffeffed with a Spirit ;

Greg.Taron. and Honoricus being fo rotten and putrified , that one member dropped

off after another. Some fay that he gnawed offhis owne fleshwithhis

teeth.

lib.2.cap.3.

Paulus Diaco-

G ftis Lon-

gobard.

Autharis the twelfth King of Lombardy forbad children tobe baptifed

nu 1.3.c.18.de or inftructed inthe Chriftian Faith : feeking by that means to abolith and

pluckedownethe Kingdome of Chrift ; but he raigned not long, for ere

fix yeares werecompleat, he died with poyfon at Pavia : And fo bethat

thought toundermine Chrift Iefus , was undermined himselfe moftdefer-

vedly ,inthe yeare of our Lord 593 .

Huayrius,

65.c.34.

Mandal.9

lib.2.cap.44.

When Arcadius the Emperour,through the perfwafion ofcertaine envi

ous fellowes, and his wife Eudoxia, had banished Iohn Chryfoftome Bishop

of Conftantinople into Bofphorus ; the next night there arofe fuch a terri-

ble earthquake, that the Empreffe and the whole city was fore affrighted

therewith; fotbat the next morrowmeffengers after meffengers were fent

Calumniation without ceafing,till they had brought him backe againe out of exile, and

his accuferswere all punished for theirwrongfull accufation. Thus itplea

fed Godtoteftifie the innocency of his fervant, by terrifying his enemies.

Smaragdus an Exarch of Italywas tranfported by a Devill, for tyranni

fing over Chriftians in the firſt yeare ofthe Empire of Mauritius.

Paul.Diacon. Mamacha a Sarafen being equall to Pharaoh in perfecutingthe Church

lib.2.ca/.22 de of God , God made him equall tobim alfo in the manner of his deftru.
Geftes Longob.

6ption for as bee returned from the fpoile of the Monafterie of Caffime

Anon.5.15 and Meffana,and the flaughter of many Chriftians,the Lord caufed the fea

tofwallow uphiswhole army,even anhundred fhips, fo that few or none

efcaped.

Paul.Diac.l.2 .
Another time , even in the yeare 719 , they were miraculously con-

fumed with famine, fword , peftilence, water, and captivity, and all for

their infeftuous rancour and tyranny towards Chriftians : forwhomthe

famine fpared, the fword devoured ; whom both thefe touched not, the

peftilence ate up ; and they that eſcaped all three, yet perished in the

waters; andten fhips that efcaped thewaters, weretaken bythe Romans

and the Syrians :furely an egregious figne of Gods heavy wrath and dif

pleaſure.

To conclude,therewas neverany that ſet themſelves against the Church

of God, but God fet himfelfe against thembyfome notablejudgement:fo

thatfomeweremurthered by their fubjects , as Blufo King ofthe Vandales ;

others by their enemies , as do Prince of Sclavonia ; others by their

wives, as Cruce another Sclavonian Prince ; orhers diſcomfited in warre,

as
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29as Abbas the King of Hungaria : fome deſtroyed by their ownehorſes, as

Luciusthe Emperour, who firft caft his owne daughter, becauſe ſhe was a

Chriftian, amongst the famehorfes. Andgenerally few perfecutors efca- Helm.c.24.

pedwithout fome evident and markable deftruction.

CHAP. XI.

Ofthe Lewes thatperfecuted Chrift.

Selavon.

cap.34.

Bonfidus.

Yhowmuchthe offence of the Iews was more hainous ,

not onely in defpifing and rejecting the Lord of glory,

whomGodhadfent among them fortheir falvation,but

alfo inbeingfo wicked as to put him to death;by fo much

the more hathGod beftowed his fearfull indignation upon

them as at many other times, fo efpeciallyby thatgreat

calamity and defolation which they abidat their laſt deſtruction, begun

byVefpafian, and perfectedbyTitus ; which was fogreat and lamentable,

asthe like was never heard of untill this day : for ifthe facking and over-

throw of Ierufalem, then when leremy the Prophet made his booke of

Lamentations over it, was reputed more grievous than the fubverfion of

Sodome,which periſhed fuddainly, how muchmorethen is this laſt de-

ftruction withoutall compariſon, by reafon of thoſe horrible and ftrange

miferies, whichwere there both fuddainly & in continuance oftimecom-

mitted ? Neither truly is there any Hiftory whichcontainerh a defcrip-

tionoffomanymiferies as this doth:as it may appeareby Iofephusrecord

of it. For after that they hadbeen afflicted in divers countries, and toffed

upand downeby the Deputies a long while, therewereflaine at Cæfarea

inoneday twenty thousand : At Alexandria another time fifty thouſand !

at Zabulon and Joppe eight thouſand and foure hundred, befides the bur-

ningof the twoTowns: atDamafcus ten thousandthat had their throats

cut. Asfor Jerufalem, when it hada longtime endured the brunt of the
Iofeph of the

warreboth withinandwithout, it waspinchedwith fofore a famine, that wars of the

the dungofOxen ferved fome for meat : others fed upon the leather of old Iews,1.2 .

fhooes andbuckles ; and divers womenwere driven to the extremity to Lib.6.cap.16.

boyle and eat their owne children : Manythinking to fave their lives by Lib.7.c.7,8.

flying tothe Enemy,weretaken and flit in pieces, inhopeto findegoldand Lib.6.cap.16.

filver in theirguts , in one night two thoufand were thus piteouſly dealt

withall ; and at the laft the whole Citywasby force taken, and the holy

Templeconfumed by fire. Andthis ingenerall wasthemilerable iffueof

that lamentable warre: duringwhich, fourfcore and feventeen thousand

Iewesweretaken Prifoners,andeleven hundred thouſand flaine; for within

the city wereinelofed fromthebeginning to the ending,all thofe that were

affembled together from all quarters of the earth, to keep the Paffeover ,

astheir cuſtomewas. As touching the prifouers, fome were carried to

Romeintriumph ; otherswerehere andthere maffacred at their conque-

rors wils;fomes lot it was tobetorn in pieces and devoured ofwild-beafts;

others wereconſtrainedto marchin troops against their fellowes, and kill

oneanotheras if they hadbeen enemies. Allwhich evils came uponthem

D 3
for
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for the defpightandfury which they ufed towards the Sonne of God and

our Saviour ; and that was the cauſewhy he, forefeeing this defolation,

wept over Jerufalem, and faid, That it should be befiegedon every fide, and

rafedtothe ground, and that not one ftone shouldbe left upon another, because it

knew not thetime ofher vifitation. Likewife faidhe tothewoman that bewai-

led himas he was led to the Croffe, That theyshouldnot weep for him, but for

themselves andtheir children, becaufe of thedayes of forrowwhichwere to

come, wherein thebarren and thofe that had no children, and the dugs that

never fuckled fhould bee counted happy. So horrible and pitifull was

the deftruction ofthis people, that Godwould not fuffer any of his owne

children to beewrapped in their miferies, nor to perifhwith this perverfe

andunbelieving Nation : for (as Eufebius reporteth) they were a little be-

fore the arrivall of theſe miſchiefes,advertiſed fromheavenby the ſpeciall

providence of God, toforfakethe City, and retire into fome far Coun-

trywhere none of thefe evils might come neer them. The reliques of this

wretchedpeople that remained after this mighty tempeft of Gods wrath,

tempt of the Were difperfed and ſcattered throughout all nations under heaven, beeing

Word.lib.1. fubject to them withwhomthey fojourned, without King, Prince, Judge,

or Magiftrate to lead and guidethem, or to redreffe theirwrongs, but were

altogether at the difcretion and commandement of the Lords of thofe

Countries whereinthey made their abode ; fothat their condition and kind

of life is at this day fo vileand contemptible ( as experience fheweth)that

nonation inthe world is halfe fo miferable, which is a manifeſt badge of

Godsvengeance yet abidinguponthem.

This example

belongs allo

to thecon-

cap.34.

-

Tob.Pincel-1-3

Andyet
forall this,thefe

difperfed
reliques

ceafed
not to vomit

out the

foame
of their

malice
againft

Chrift
, it being

fo deep
rooted

an evill, and

fo inveterate
,that time nor reafon

could
revoke

them
from it.And no mar-

vell, ſeeing
that God ufeth

to punish
the greatest

finnes
with other

finnes
,

aswiththe
greateft

puniſhment

: fothey having
fhut their

eyes to the light

when
it fhined

among
them

, are now given
over to a reprobate

and harde-

ned fence
; otherwife

it were
not poffible

they fhould
remain

ſo obftinate
.

And albeit
( God be thanked

) we have
many

converts
of them

, yet I dare

fayforthe mostpart, they
remain

in malitious
blindneffe

, barking
againft

,

and defpighting

bothour
Saviour

himselfe
, and all that profeffe

his name,

although
their

puniſhments

have been ſtill according
to their

deferts
: as

bythefe
examples

following
fhall

appeare
.

The Jewes of Inmefter, a Townelying betwixt Calchis and Antioch,

beinguponatime celebrating their accuſtomed playes and feafts, in the

midft of their jollity, astheir ufe is, they contumeliouſly reviled not only

Chriftians, but even Chrifthimſelfe : for they got a Chriſtian childe, and

hunghim upona Croffe, and after many mocks and taunts, making them-

felves merry at him, theywhipt him to death. What greater villany could

therebethan this ? Or wherein could thefe Devils incarnate fhew forth

theirmalice more apparentlythan thus ? not content once tohave cruci-

fiedChriftthe Saviour of the World, but by imitation to performe it

againe; andas itwereto makeknowne, that if itwereundone, theywould

doe it : Soalfo handled they a boy called Simeon, oftwo years and anhalfe

old, in the yeare of our Lord 1476. and an another in Fretulium five years

after that. But above all, they maffacred poore Carpenters fon inHun-

garyinhatred of Chrift, whomthey falfly fuppofedto bee a Carpenters

fon :
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fon: forthey cutin two allhis veines, and fuckt out his bloudwith quills.

And being apprehended and tortured, they confeffed that they had done

the like at Thirna foure yeares before, andthat they could not bewithout

Chriftianbloud, for therewithall they anointed their Priefts. But at all

thefetimes theyfuffered juft puniſhment ;forbeingſtill taken, theywere

eitherhanged, burned, murthered, or put to fomeother cruell death, at

the difcretion oftheMagiftrates. Moreover, theywould at divers times

buythe Hoft of fome Popish Prieft, and thruft it through with their

knives, and uſe it most defpightfully. This didone Eleazarus inthe yeare

ofour Lord 1492, the 22 of October, but was burnt for his labour : and

eight and thirty at another time forthe fame villanie, by theMarqueffe Io-

achinus : forthe caitifes would fuffer themſelvesto be baptifed for none o-

therend, but more fecurely to exerciſe their villanies.

Another Jew is recorded in the yeare of our Lord 147 to have ſtoln the cap Hedim,

pictureofChrift out of a Church, &to havethruft it through manytimes ib. 3.cap.6.

withhis fword, whereout, when bloud miraculouſly iffurd, hee amazed,

wouldhaveburned it,but being taken in themanner,the Chriftians ftoned

him todeath. Thetruth of which ftory,though I will not ſtand to avow,

yet I doubt not but it might betrue, confideringthat eitherthe Devill

might byhis cunningfofofterand confirmetheir fuperftition, or rather

that feeing Chrift is thefubjectof their religion aswell as of ours, though

after a corrupt and facrilegious forme, and that the Jewdid not fo much

aimeat their religion,as at Chrift thefubject of it,the Lord might fhewa

miracle, not to establishtheir errour, but to confound the Jews impiety,

eſpecially in thoſeyoungyeares of the Church.

In our English Chronicles are recorded many hiſtories ofthe malitious

practiſes ofthe Jews against Chriftians, in batredof Chrift Jefus ourSavi-

our, whom they in contempt call our crucified God ; and eſpecially this

devilliſh practiſewas mostfrequent amongst themherein England, as in

Germany, France, and other places wheretheywere fuffered to inhabite ; Nic:Trivit.

namely everyyearto fteale fome Chriftian mans childe from the parents,

andongoodFridayto crucifiehim in defpight of Chrift and Chriftian

religion. Thusthey ferved achilde at Lincolne namedHugo, of nineyears

of age, in the yeare 1255 , inthe reigne of Henry the third, and another at Ceftrens.

Norwichabout the fametime ; having first circumcifed him and detained Floreshiftor. į

him awholeyeare in cuftody. Inwhich two facts theywere apprehended ;

and at Lincolne thirtytwoofthemput to death, and at Norwich twenty,

But this was not all the punishment that they endured : asthey proceeded

and increaſed in their malice againſt Chriftand his religion, fohe procee-

ded in vengeance and indignation against them : First therefore at the co-

ronationof Richard the first, whereas fome ofthem prefumed to enter into

the Court-gate contrary tothe Kings expreffe commandement, a great tu-

mult arifingthereupon, a number of them were flaine, and their houſes

fired in the CityofLondon,bythe ragingmultitude and from thencethe

example fpred into all other countries of the Land : forthey followingthe

example of theLondoners, havocked, fpoyled, killed, and fired as many

Jewes as they could comeby ;untillbytheKings Writsunto the Sheriffe

ofeveryCountythe tumult was appeafed, and fome few ofthe principall

authors and ftirrers of thisoutragepuniſhed. And it is tobee noted, that

thisyearethe lewes held for their lubilie, but it turned tothem a yeare

of
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of confufion. Neither were they thus maffacred onely bythe Chriftians,

but they becamebutchers of themſelves alfo : For in the City of Yorke,

whenas they had obtained the occupying of a certaine Caſtle for their

prefervation, and afterwardwere not willing to reftore it to the Chrifti-

ans againe, andbeing ready to beevanquished, and offering much money

for their lives, whenas that would not be accepted, by the counfell of an

oldJewamongthem, everyonewith a fharpe rafor cut anothers throat,

whereby a thousandand five hundred of them were at that prefent deſtroy-

ed. At North-Hampton a number of them were burnt, for enterprizing

to fire the Citywith wilde-fire,which they had prepared for that purpofes

befides manygrievous impofitions and taxeswhich were laid uponthem.

At laftby King Edward the firft theywere utterly banished this Realme of

England, in the yeare 1291 : For which deed the Commons gave unto

the Kinga Fifteen. And about the fame time alfo they were banished out

of France for the like practices ; and ftill the wrath of God ceaſeth not to

puniſhthem in all placeswherefoever they inhabit.

But that their Impiety may bee yet more diſcovered , I will here fet

Io.Final.l.3.

de Miracul downe the confeffion of one of theirownNation, aJew of Ratisbone con-

verted to theFaith, one very skilfull in the Hebrew tongue. This man

being asked many questions about their fuperftition and ceremonies, an-

fweredveryfitly : andbeing demanded, why they thirfted fo after Chri-

ftian mensbloud ? He ſaiditwas a myſtery onelyknowne tothe Rabbines

and higheſt perſons ;but that this was their custome he knew, when any

of themwas ready to dye, a Rabbine anointed himwith this bloud , ufing

theſe ot fuch like words : If hee that was promised in theLaw andProphets

hathtruly appeared, andifthis Iefu crucifiedbee the very Meßias, then let the

bloud of this innocent man that diedin his Faith, cleanfe theefrom thy fins, and

belpthee to eternall life.Nay Epiphanius affirmeth, That the Jews of Tybe-

riasdidmore confidentlyaffirme it than thus : for they wouldwhisperinto

adyingmans eare, Beleeve in IefusofNazarethwhom ourprinces crucified, for

befballcometojudge thee in the latter day: All which declareth howimpious

they areto goe againft their owne confcience, and upon how fickleground

all theirReligion ftandeth.

CHAP. XII.

Ofthofe thatinouragehaveperfecutedthe Gofpellin

theperfonofthe Faithfull.

S the Religion of Chrift hath beene bitherto cru-

ellycroffedand befieged by the mightiest captaines of

this world (as hath been partly declared) ſo it hath not

been anybetter entertained by the Potentates of this

age, that ceafed not to difturbethe quiet,andpurſue to

death the lives of Gods children for their profeffions

fake and tobringthem utterlyto ruine:to addreffe all

the engines and ſubtilties oftheir malicious and wicked counfels, without

leaving anyonedevice unthought of that their witcould imagine, or their

power
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powerafford ; they joyned craft with force, and vile treafonwith horrible

cruelty, therebytofuppreffe the truth, and quench that faire and cleere.

light, which God after long time of blindneffe and ignorance,had caufed

of his infinite mercy to thine upon us. Their fires were kindled every

wherewiththebones of Martyrs, whileft for the ſpace of forty yeares or

thereabouts they never ceafed to burne thofe that were followers of that

way. Now when they faw that all theirbutcheries and burnings were not

able to confume this holy feed, but that the more they went about to

choake it, the more it grew up and increafed, they tooke another courſe,

and raiſed uptroubles and feditions in all quarters,as ifbythat meansthey

fhould attaine the end of their purpoſe. Hell vomited up all her Furies of

warre,thewholeearth was in a tumult, young and old with tooth and nayle

wereimployed toroot out the Churchof Chrift,but God ftretching forth

hisarme against all their practifes, fhewed himfelfe notonly a conquerour,

but alſoa moftsharp revenger of all his adverfaries. This is moft apparent

in that which happened toThomas Arondelan English man, Archbishop

of Canterbury, an enemy and perfecutor ofthe Truth of Chrift:who ha. Hiftory of

ving put to death divers holyand upright men,thinking that all he did was

gaine,was rooted out at last himselfe,bya moft ftrange and horrible death;

for he that fought to ftopthe mouthof God inhis Minifters, and to hin-

der the paffage of the Gofpell, had hisowne tongue fo fwolne,that it flop-

ped his owne mouth , that before his death he could neither fwallow nor

fpeake,andfothrough famine died in great defpaire.

Martyis,lib.I.

Felix Earle of Wartemberg, one of the Captaines ofthe Emperour Iliricui

Charles the fifth, being at fupper at Ausburg with many of his compani-

ons,where threats wereblowneout on every fide against the Faithful,fwore

beforethem all, That before he died he would ride up to his fpurs in the

bloud of the Lutherans. But it hapned in the famenight, that the hand of

Godfo ftrokehim, that hewas ftrangled and choaked with his own bloud :

andfoherode not, butbathed himselfe, not up tothe fpurres,butuptothe

throat , not in thebloud of Lutherans, but in his owne bloud, beforehe

died .

France,
Inthe raigneof Francis de Valois of late memory,the firſt Kingof France Piftory of

of that name, thoſe men that fhewed themſelves frowardeft, fharpeft,and

moft cruell in burning and murthering the holy Martyrs , were alfo frowar-

deft examples of the vengeance of God prepared for all fuch as they are.

For proofewhereof, the miferable end of John Roma a Monke of the Order

ofthe White Friers, mayferve ; who although in regard of his hoodand

habitought not to be placed in the number of men of note, yet byreafon

of the notable example of Gods vengeance upon him , wee may rightly

placehim inthis ranke. This mantherefore, at that time when the Chri-

ftians of Cabrier and Merindol began to fuffer perfecution,baving obtai

ned a Commiffion fromthe Bishop of Provence and the Embaffadout of

Avignion, to make inquifition afterand feifeupon thebodies of all them

that were called Lutherans ; ceafed not to afflict them with the cruelleft

torments he could devife : Amongstmany of his tortures this was one, To

cauſe theirboots to be filled with boylinggreafe, and thenfafteningthem

Overthartwife over a bench, their legs hanging over a gentle fire, to feeth

them todeath. The French King advertifed of this cruelty, fent out his

letters Patents from the Parliament of Provence, charging, That the faid

Iohn
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Ibid

Hiftory of

Martyrs,lib.3.

Iohn de Roma ſhould be apprehended, imprisoned, andby proceffe of law

condemned. Which neweswhenthe Caitife heard, he fled backe as faſt as

he could trot to Avignion, there purpofing to recreate and delight him-

felfe with the excrements of his oppreffion and robbery which hee had

wrung out of the purfes of poore people : but fee how contrary tohis hope

it fell out ; for firft hewas robbed of his evill gotten goods by his owne

fervants , and preſently upon the fame he fell ficke of fo horrible and

frange adifeafe, that nofalve or medicine could be found to affwage his

paine ; and befide it was withall fo loathfome, that a man could not en-

dure his company for the ftinke and corruption which iffued from him.

Forwhich cauſe the white Fryers (his Cloysteres) conveyed him out of

their Coventinto the hofpitall, where increafing in ulcers andvermine, and

beingbecome now odious, not onely toothers, but to himfelfe alfo, hee

would often cry, either to be delivered from his noyfomneffe, orto be

flaine, beingdefirous, but not able to performe the deed upon himſelfe.

Andthus in horrible torments and moft fearfull defpaire he moft mifera-

blydied. Now being dead, there was none found that would give Sepul

ture to his rotten carkaffe,had not a Monkeofthe fame Order draggedthe

carrion into a ditch,which he provided for the purpoſe.

The Lord ofReveft, who a while fupplied the place of the chiefe Prefi-

dent inthe Parliament of Provence, bywhofe means many of the Faith-

full were put to death, after hee was put befide his office, and returned

homeunto his owne houfe, was attached withfogrievous a fickneffe, and

fuchfurious and mad fits withall, that his wifeand neereft allyance notda-

ring tocome neer him,he like a frantick bedlam, enraged and ſolitarily en

ded his life.

A Counſellor of the fame Court called Bellement,was fohotandzealous

in proceeding against the poore prifonersforthe Wordof Gods fake, that

totheendto packethemfoonetothe fire, beufually departed notfromthe

ludgement Hall from morningto evening, butcaufed his meatand drinke

tobe brought for his meales, returning not home but onely at night to

take his reft. But whileft he thus ftrongly andendeavourously imploy-

ed himselfe about theſe affaires, there began a little fore torife upon his

foot,which at the first being no bigger, than if a wafpe had ftungthe place,

grew quicklyfored and full of paine, and fo increaſed the first day by ranc-

kling over all his foot, and inflaming the fame, that by the judgement of

Phyfitians and Chirurgions, through the contagious fire that ſpread it

felfe overhis wholebody, it feemed incurable, except bycutting off his

foot, the other members ofthe body might be preferved : whichheinno

cafe willing toyeeld unto,for all the medicines thatwere applyed unto it,

found thefecond day his whole leg infected,and thethird his wholethigh,

and the fourth day hiswhole body,infomuch that he died the fame day, his

deadbody being all partched as if it had been rofted by a fire. And thus he

that was fo hot in burning poore Chriftians , was himselfe by a fecret

flame ofGodswrath,as by flow and foft fire,burned & confumed to death.

Lewes du Vaine, brother in law to Menier the Prefident ofthefaid Parlia-

mentof Provence, with thebrother and fonne of Peter Durand, chiefe but-

cher of the city Ajax, the evening before their horrible cruelty was execu-

ted at Merindoll, fell at debateamongst themſelves, and themorrow, as

inftrumentsof Godsjudgements,flew one another.

The

V



Ofthose that perfecuted Gods Iudgements. the Goſpell in our Age.

The Judge ofthe City Aix(one of that wretched crew) drowned him .

felfe in his returne, as he paffed over the river Durance.
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As forthe chiefe Judge thatwas principall inthat murtherous action, lbid.

touching the condemnation of thofe poore foules of Merindoll and Ca-

brieres, he likewife fuddainly died before he faw the execution of that de-

creewhich himfelfe had fet downe.

Loba Mefnier Lord ofOppede, another chiefe Officer of the afore- abid

faid Parliament, that got the leading ofthe murthering Army against

the poore Chriftians aforefaid , committing fuch exceffe of cruelty ,

that the most barbarous heathen in the world would have yearned to

dce. For which cauſe hee was alfo fummonedto appeare perfonally at

the Parliament of Paris , there to answer thofe extortions, robberies,

and oppreffions , which were layd to his charge ; and being convin-

ced and found guilty theicof, was nevertheleffe releaſed and ſet at li-

berty; andthatwhich is more, reftored to his former eſtate. Howbeit,

though hee efcaped the hands of men , yet was hee overtaken by the

handof God, who knew well enough the way how to entrap and abate

his proud intents : for even then when heewas inthe height of world-

ly profperity, and bufier than ever, in perfecuting Chriftians , even

then was hee pulled downe by a flux of bloud, which provoking his privy

parts, engendred fuch a carnofitie and thickneffe of fleshtherein,andwith-

alla reftraint of urine, that with horrible outcries and raving fpeeches hee

died ; feeling a burning fire broyling his entrailes from his navill up

wards, andanextreme infection putrifyinghis lower parts, andbeginning

to feele in this life, both in bodyand foule,the rigour of eternall fire, pre-

pared forthedevilland his angels.

2.

Martyrs,

John Martin Trembant of Briqueras in Piemont, vaunting himselfe Booke of

every foot in the hinderance of the Gofpell, cut off a Minifters nofe

of Angrogne in his bravery ; but immediately after was himſelfe af-

fayledbya madWoolfe, that gnawed offhis nofe as hee had donethe Mi-

nifters , and caufedhim like a mad man to endhislife : Which ftrange

judgement was notoriouslyknowneto all the countreythereabout ; and

befide, itwas never heard that this Woolfe had ever harmedany man be-

fore. Cafpardof Renialme, oneof the Magiftrates ofthe City ofAnvers,

that adjudged to death certaine poore faithfull foules, receivedinthe fame

place, erehee removed, aterrible fentenceofGods judgement against him-

felfe; for he fell defperate immediately, andwas faine to be led intohis

houfe halfe befide himselfe,where crying that hehadcondemned the inno-

centbloud,be forthwith died.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIII.

Otherexamples ofthefamefubject.

Bout the fame time there happened a very ſtrange

judgement upon an ancient Lawyer ofBourges ,one

Iohn Cranequin, a man of ripe wit naturall, and a

great practitioner in his profeffion, but very igno-

rant in the law of God, and all good literature, and

fo enviouſlybent against all thofe that knew more

than himſelfe, and that abstained fromthe filthy pol-

lutions ofPopery, that he ferved inftead of a Promo-

tor, to inform Ory the Inquifitor for them, but for his labour, the armeof

God ftrokehim with a marvellous ftrange phrenfic, that what foever his

eyes beheld, feemed in his judgement tobe crawling ferpents : in fuch

fort, that after he had in vaine experienced all kinde of medicines, yea and

ufed the help of wicked forcery & conjuration,yet at length his fenfes were

quitebenummed, and deprived him, and in that wretched and miferable e-

ftatehe ended his life.

Loha Morin, amighty enemy to the profeffors of Gods truth , one that

laboured continually at Paris intheapprehending and accufing the faith-

full, infomuchthat be fent daily multitudes that appealed from him tothe

high Court of the Palace;died himselfe inmoftgrievous and horrible tor-

ment.The Chancellour of Prat,he that in the Parliaments of France put

upthe first bill againſt the faithfull, and gave out the firft commiffions to

putthemto death, dyed fwearing and blafpheming the nameof God, his

ftomacke being moft ftrangely gnawne in pieces, and confumed with

wormes.

Referre this a- The Chancellour Oliverbeingrestored to his former eftate, having firſt

mong Apo (against his confcience ) renouncedhis religion, o alfonow ( thefamecon-

fcience ofhis, checkingand reclaming) bespared not tofhed much inno-

cent bloud, by condemning them to death . But fuch afearefull judge-

mentwasdenounced against him(bythe very mouths of the guiltleffe con-

demned foules) that ftrokehim into fuch a feare and terrour, that prefent-

ly he fell fick, furpriſed with fo extreme a melancholy, that fobbing forth

figheswithout intermiffion, and murmurings against God, he fo afHicted

his halfe-dead body, like a man robbed and difpoffeft of reafon, that with

his vehement fits heewould fo fhake the bed, as if a young man in the

primeof his yeares with all his ftrength hadaffayedtodoe it." Andwhen 2

certaine Cardinall came tovifit him in this extremity, he couldnot abide

his fight, his pains increafingthereby, but cried out as foone as he percei-

ved him departed, That itwasthe Cardinall that brought them all to dam-

nation. Whenhe hadbeen thus a longtime tormented, at laft in extreme

Seiden.1.9. angish and feare he died.

SirThomasmoreL. Chancellour of England, a fworne enemy tothe

Goſpell, and a profeft perfecutor by fire and fword, of all the faithfull, as

if therebyhewouldgrow famous andget renowne, caufed to be erected a

fumptuous Sepulchre, and thereby ( to eternize the memory of his pro-

phane

1



Ofthofethat perfecuted Gods Iudgements. the Goſpell in our Age.

37

phanecruelty) tobe engraventhe commendation of his worthy deeds :

anongft whichthe principall was, that hee had perfecuted with all his

might the Lutherans , that is, the faithfull : but it fell out contrary to his

hope;forbeing accufed, convicted, and condemned of high Treafon, his

head was taken from him, andhis body found no other fepulchre tolie in

- but the gibbet.

Cardinall Crefcentius ,the PopesEmbaffadour tothe Councel of Trent,

in the yeare of our Lord 1552 , being very bufie in writingto his Mafter

the Pope,and having laboured all one night about his letters;behold as he

raifed himfelfe in his chaire, to ftir up hiswit and memory, over- dulled

with watching ; a huge blackedogwith great flaming eyes, and long eares

dangling to the ground, appeared unto him : which comming into his

chamber, and making right towards him, even under the table where hee

fate, vaniſhed out ofhis fight:whereathe amazed,and awhile fenceleffe , re-

coveringhimselfe,called for a candle, andwhen he fawthe dog could not

be found,he fell prefently ficke with a ftrongconceit, which never left him

till his death;ever crying, that they would drive away the black dogwhich

feemedto climbe up on hisbed : and in that humour he died.

AlbertusPighius, a great enemy ofthe Truth alfo(infomuch that Paulus27.Booke of

Lovius calleth him the Lutherans fcourge)being at Boloigne at the corona- his hiſtory.

tionofthe Emperorupon afcaffold,to beholdthepompeandglory of the

folemnization, the fcaffold bursting with the weight of the multitude, he

tumbled headlong amongst theguard that foodbelow, uponthe points of

their Halbards, piercinghis body cleane through,the rest ofhis company

efcapingwithout any great hurt : for thoughthe number ofthemwhich

fellwith the fcaffoldwas great,yet veryfew found themſelves hurt therby,

fave onely this honourable Pighim, that found his deaths wound, and loft

hishearts bloud, as hath been fhewed.

chamber was

a Court in

Poncher, Archbishopof Tours, purfuing theexecution of the burning 2.Booke of

chamber, was himselfe furpriſed witha firefrom God,which beginningat Martyrs

hisheele, could never be quenched, till member after member being cut The burning

off,hedied miferably.

An Auguſtine Frier named Lambert, Doctor and Prior in the City ofFrance,which

Liege, one of thetroop of cruell inquifitors for Religion, whileft hewas Chriftians toadjudged the

preachingone daywith anopenmouthagainstthe Faithfull,was cut short be burned.

ofafudden inthemidſt of his fermon,beingbereaved offenſe and ſpeech,

infomuch that he was faine to be carried out of the pulpit to his cloifter

in a chaire, and a few dayes after wasdrowned in a ditch.

Intheyeare ofour Lord 1527, therewasone George Halaa Saxon,Mi-

nifteroftheWordand Sacraments,anda ftout profeffor ofthe reformed

Religion, who being for that caufe fent forto appeare beforethe Archbis

fhop ofMentz at Afchaffenburge, washandledonthis fafhion : theytook

away his ownehorfe, and fet himupon the Archbishops fooles horfe, and

fo fent them back homewards, conducted by one appointed for the pur

poſe ;whonot fufferinghimtoride thecommon and beatenway, but lea-

dinghim a new courfe throughuncoth paths,brought him into anambuſh

of theeves placed there bythe Bishops appointment, who fet uponhim

andmurtheredhim at once: but it is notoriouslyknowne, that not oneof

that wicked rabble came to a good end, but were confumed one after

another.

Lutber

E In
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Hiftoryof

Martyrs,

part.7.

Ina Cityof Scotland called Fanum Lanius, the chiefe mart Towne of

that countrey, foureof the chiefeft citizens wereaccufed by a Monkebe-

forethe Cardinall,for interruptinghim in a Sermon,and byhim condem .

ned tobe hanged like heretickes, when no other crime could beelaid to

their charge, favethat they defired the Monke totie himselfe to his text,

and not toroveup anddown ashedid,without any certain fcope orappli-

cationof matter. Now astheywent to execution, theirwives fell downe

at theCardinals feet, befeechingand intreating pardon for their husbands

lives which he was fo farre from granting, that bee accufed them alfo of

herefie ; and efpecially one of them ( whoſe name was Helene ) for hee

caufed her young infant tobe pulledout ofher armes,and her tobeputto

death with her husband, for fpeaking certaine words againſt the Vitgin

Mary, whichbyno teftimonies could be proved against her. Which

doome the godly woman taking cheerfully , and defiring to hang by

her husbands fide, they would not doe him the leaft favour, but drow.

ned her in a River runningby, that it might be truly faid, that no jot

ofmercy or compaffion remained in them. But ere long the cruell Car-

dinall found as little favour at another Butchers hands, that flewe

him in his Chamber, when hee dreamed of nothing leffe, and in his

Cardinalls robes hanged him overthe wall tothe view of men. And

thus God revenged the death of thofe innocents, whofeblouds never cea-

fed crying forvengeance against their murtherer, untill hehad juſtly pu-

nifhed him inthe fame kinde, and after the fame faſhion which hee had

dealtwiththem.

Ofthis Cardinall,called DavidBeton,Buchananus reporteth many frange

acts of Cruelty, both inthe Common-wealthof Scotland, in matters of

State, asalfo inthe Church, in queftionis of Religion howhefuborned a

falfe teftament in the dead Kings name, wherebyhee wouldhave created

himfelfechiefe Governour ofthe whole kingdom,had not his knavery bin

foon detected : and howhefet many togetherbythe eares ofthechiefeft

fort, not caringwhichof them fooneft perifhed, fo that they perished ;

gluttinghimselfethus withbloud : Butamongst all his cruelties, the leaft

wasnotextended towards the profeffors of the Gofpell, whom hee endea-

vouredbyall means poffible, not to fuppreffe only, but even utterly toex-

tinguiſh:Manyhe put to deathwithfire,divers heforced to revolt with ex-

treametorments, and manyhe punished withbanishment : amongwhom

was George Buchanan,thereporterofthis hiftory; whobeing taken and im

prifoned, efcaped through awindow,whileft hiskeepers flept, out of this

Lions jaws. Amongst the refttherewas one GeorgeSephocard,a moſt lear

nedand fincere Preacher ofthewordof God, in whom his favage cruelty

wasmofteminent,This manabidingatoneJohn Cockburns houſe,a manof

noſmall reckoning & account,about 7 miles from Edenborough,was firft

fent forbytheCardinall,& after being not delivered, be together withthe

Vicegerent,befet all the paffages that he mightnot efcapesfo thatCockburn

wasconftrainedtodeliverhim into theirhands,uponthe affurance ofEarl

Bothwel,who promiſed to protect him from all injuries:Howbeit notwith-

tandingtheEarles promife, and thecountermand ofthe Vicegerent, re-

fufedtomeddlewith that innocentman, yeaandgave command, That no

proceedings fhouldbemadeagainsthim ; yet thebloudy tyrant condem-

ned himtobe put todeath,&alfocauſedthecondemnation tobe executeds

and
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and that which doth more aggravate his cruelty, he caufed a place tobe

prepared for him and his company, hungwithtapeftry and filke, very

fumptuoufly, thathe might be ajoyfull fpectatour andeye-witneffe ofhis

torments. But markehowthe juft vengeancee ofGod fhewed it felfe even

in that place : for,as it is inthe former ftory, not long after, this vile but-

cherwas murthered in his ownehoufe , bythe confpiracy ofNormanus Le-

fius, fontothe Earleof Rothufia, who early in a morning furpriſedhis

porters, and all his fervants, in their fleepe,andmurthered him inhis bed

that had murthered fo many Chriftians and to ftopthe rage and fury of

his friends, hung out his body for a fpectacle untothem inthe fame place

where a little before hehadwithfuch triumph beheld thetortures of that

guiltleffe Martyr: Infomuch that almoſt all did not only acknowledge the

juft view ofGods judgementherein, but alſo remembredthe laft words of

that conftant Saint, who being ready to give upthe ghoft, utteredthis

fpeechineffect : Hethatfitteth andbeholdethus soproudly in that highplace,

fballwithinfew dayes as reproachfully lye, as now arrogantlybefitteth.

A ftorynot much unlike in manner of punishment, happenedinthe

raignofKing Henry the eighth, to one Sir Ralph Ellerker,Knight marſhall

inthe towne of Calice, when as Adam Damlip, otherwife called George

Bucker,a fincere Preacher ofthe wordofGod,was condemned to be execu-

tedas a traytour in pretence,though indeed for nothingbutdefendingthe

truth against the dregs of Popery , would not fuffer the innocent and

godlymantodeclare either his faith, or thecauſehedyed for : but faid to Aas & Mònu-

the Executioner, Diſpatchthe knave, havedone , not permittinghimto ments.p.1223.

fpeake a word in his ownedefence to cleere himselfe from the treafon

that was objected,not proved againsthim ;but this cruell Tyrant fworehe

wouldnotawaybeforehe faw the trayterous heart out. Nowthis faid Sir

Ralphin a skirmishor roadbetweenethe Frenchand us at Bulloine, was

amongſtothers flaine, whofe only deathfufficed not the enemies,but after

that they had ftripped himftarke naked, theycut offhis privymembers,

and pulled the heart out ofhis body,& fo lefthim a terrible exampleto all

bloudyand mercileffe men: for no caufewas knownewhy they fhould ufe

himfo rather than the reft ;but that it is written,Faciensjuftitias Dominus

&judiciaomnibusinjuriapreßis.

ThomasBlaver,oneof the Privy Councellors ofthe King of Scots,was Theatrum bi

a fore perfecutor ofthe faithfull in that land: for which caufe, lyingon his foricum.

death-bead, he fell into deſpaire, and faid, he was damned, and a caft-

away ; and when theMonkescameabout himtocomfort him, he cryed

out uponthem, faying, That their Maffes andothertrashwould dohim

no good, for he never beleeved them ; butall that hedidwasfor loveof

lucre, and notof Religion, not refpectingor beleevingthere was either a

Godor a Devill,ora hell,or aHeaven,andthereforehewas damned,there Refer this allo

was noremedy. And inthis miferable cafe, without anyfigne ofrepen- to hypocrific,

tance, hedyed.
lib. cap.226

But letus come to our homebred Englishftories,and confiderthe judg-

mentsofGodupon the perfecutors ofChrifts Gofpell inour own coun-

trey. And first tobeginwith one DoctorWhittington, under the raigne of

KingHenry the feventh, who byvertue ofhis office, being Chancellour

to the Bishop, had condemned moft cruelly to death a certaine godly

woman inatowncalled Chippingfadberryfor the profeffion ofthe truth,

E 2 which
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which the Papiſtsthen called Herefic. This woman being adjudged to

deathbythewretched Chancellor,and thetimecomewhen the ſhould be

brought tothe place ofhermartyrdome, a great concourfe of people both

out oftowneand countrywas gatheredtobeholdherend: Amongstwhom

was alſothe forefaid Doctor there prefent, to fee the execution perfor-

med. The godlywoman and manly Martyr with great conftancy gave

over herlife to the fire, and refufed nopaines or torments tokeepher

confcience cleere andunreproveable againit the day ofthe Lord.Nowthe

Sacrifice beingended:as the peoplebeganto returne homeward,they were

encountredbya mighty furious Bull, which had efcaped from a Butcher

that was about to killhim (for at the fametime asthey were flaying this

filly Lamb at the townes end, a Butcher was as bufie within thetowne

in flayingofthis Bull.) But belike not fo skilfull in his art of killingof

beafts, as the Papiftsbein murthering Chriftians, the Bull broke loofe,

as I faid, and ranne violently through thethrongofthe people, with-

out hurting either man or childe, till he came to the place wherethe

Chancellour was, against whom, as pricked forward with fomefuper-

naturall instinct , hee ranne full butt, thruſting him at the first blow

through the paunch , and after goaring him through and through

and fo killed him immediately , trayling his guts with his hornes

all the ftreet over , to the great admiration and wonder of all that

faw it.

Beholdhere a plaine demonftration of Gods mighty power and judge-

ment against a wretched perfecutor of one of his poore flocke : wherein

(albeit the carnall fence of man doth often impute to blinde chance

that which properly pertaineth to the only power and providence of

God) yet none can be fo dull and ignorant, but muft needs con-

feffea plaine miracle of Gods almighty power, and aworke ofhis own

finger.

Stephen Gardineralfo,was oneofthe grand butchers in this land, what a

miferable end came hee unto? Even the fame day that Biſhop Ridley

and Maſter Latimer were burned at Oxford, he hearing newes thereof,

rejoyced greatly, and being at dinner ate his meat merrily; but ere hehad

As andMo. eaten many bits, the fudden ſtroke of Gods terriblehand fell upon him,

numents,pag. in fuch fort, that immediately hewastaken from the board, andbrought

1988.

Pagia1140

to hisbed, wherehe continued 15 dayes in intolerable anguiſh,byreafon

he could notexpell Ris urine; fothat his bodybeingmiferably inflamed

within (whohad inflamed fo many Godly Martyrs ) wasbrought toa

wretched end, with his tongue all blacke and fwolne, hangingout of his

mouth moſt horribly: a ſpectacle worthy to be beholden ofall fuch blou-

dyburningperfecutors.

BonnerBishop ofLondon,another arch butcher,thoughhelived long af-

terthis man, and dyed alfo in his bed,yet was it fo provided ofGod,that as

he hadbeena perfecutor ofthe light, and achildof darkneffe, fo his car-

kaffewas tumbled into theearth in obfcure darkenes at midnight, contra-

ry to the order of all other Chriftians : and as he bad been amoft cruell

murtherer, fowashe buried amongft theeves and murtherers ; a placeby

Gods judgement rightly appointedfor him.

MorganBishop of S.Davids fitting upon the condemnation ofthe blef-

fed Martyr Biſhop Farrar,whofe roomehe unjustly ufurped,was not long

after
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after ftrickenby Gods hand after fuch a ftrange fort, that his meat would

notgodowne, but rife and pickeup againe, fometime at his mouth,fome-

timeblowne out of his nofe, molt horribleto behold, andfo continued

unto his death. Where notemoreover, that when Mafter Leyfon (being

then Sheriffe at Bishop Farrars burning ) had fetcht away the cattell of

thefaid Bishop, from his fervants houfe into his owne cuftody, divers of

them would never eate meat, but lay bellowing and roaring, and fo dyed.

Adde untothis Bishop Morgan, Iuftice Morgan a Judgethat fate uponthe

death ofthe Lady Lane : this luftice, not long aftertheexecution ofthefaid

Lady, fell mad, and beingthus bereft ofhis wits, dyed, having ever in his

mouth, Lady lane, Lady Iane,

Bishop Thornten Suffragan of Dover, another grand perfecutor, com-

mingupona Saturdayfrom the Chapter-houfe at Canterbury, and there

upon the Sunday following lookinguponhis men playing at bowles, fell

fuddenly into a palfey, and dyed thortly after. Andbeing exhorted to re-

memberGod in his extremity of fickneffe : So I do (faith he)and myLord

Cardinalltoo,&c.

Afterhim fucceeded another Suffragan, ordained bythe forefaid Car-

dinall, and equall tohis Predeceffor in cruell perfecutingof the Church;

whoinjoying his place but a fhort time, fell downe a paire of ftairesinthe

Cardinals chamber at Greenwich, andbroke his necke, and that preſently

(let it be noted) afterhe received the Cardinals bleffing.

The likefudden deathhapnedto Doctor Danning thebloudy andwret-

chedChancellourof Norwich, who after hehad moft rigorouſlycondem-

ned and murthered a number of fimple and faithfull fervants of God,was

fuddenly ftricken with death even ashewas fitting inhis chaire.

The like alfo fell upon Berry , Commiffary of Norfolke, another

bloudy perfecutor ; who foure dayes after Queene Maries death having

made a great Feaſt, whereatwas prefent oneof his concubines ; ashewas

comminghomefromthe Church, where hehad miniftred the Sacrament

ofBaptifme, fell downefuddenly tothe groundwith aheavy groane, and

never ftirred after, thus ending his miferable life without any fhewofre-

pentance:

So Doctor Geffrey Chancellor of Salisbury,another ofthefame ſtampe,

was fuddenly ftricken with the mighty hand of God in the midſt of his

buildings, wherehe was conftrainedto yeelduphis life,which had folittle

pitty of other mens lives before : and it is tobe noted, that the day before

he was thus ftricken, he had appointed to call before him ninety poore

Chriftians, to examine themby inquifition,but thegoodneffe ofGodand

his tender providence prevented him.
Porodil

Doctor Foxford,Chancel
lor to Bishop Stockefley,dyed alfo fuddenly

.So

did Iuftice Lelondthe perfecut
or

of one leffery Hurf.

Alexander the Keeper of Newgate, a cruell enemyto thoſe that layin

that prifon for Religion, dyed very miferably, being fo fwollen, that

he was more like a monster than a man, and fo rotten within that no

man could abide the fmell of him. Hisfonnecalled James, afterhee had

fpent all his fathers fubftance riotoufly, felldowne fuddenly in Newgate

market, and there wretchedly dyed. John Peter fonne in law tothe faid

Alexander, andno leffe cruell tothe pooreChriſtians,rotted away, and ſo

dyed.

E 3
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Coxanearnest Proteftant in King Edwardsdayes, andin QueeneMaries

timea Papift, and a Promoter, going well and in health to bed(as it feems

wasdead beforethe morning.

Alltheſe almoft, with manymorewhich I could recite,dyed fuddenly,

being moft cruell and horrible perfecutors of the flockeof Chrift. Many

there were, whichthough they escaped fudden death, yet did not avoid

a moſt miſerable andwretched end. In the number whereof I may place

first Alexander the Keeper of Newgate, together with his fonne in law

JohnPeter , of whom mention was madebefore : Alfo Matter Woodroofe

the Sheriffe of London, who used to rejoyce at the death of the poore

Saints of Chrift, and would not fuffer Mafter Rogers, goingtohis Mar-

tyrdome, to fpeakewithhis children : this man layfeven or eight yeares

bed-rid, having one halfe of his body all benummed, and fo conti-

nued till his dying day. Alfo one Burton the Bayliffe of Crowland in

Lincolnefhire, who having been a Proteftant in outward fhew in King

Edwards dayes, as foone as Queene Mary was quietly feated inthe king-

dome, becamevery carneft in fetting upthe Maffe againe, and conftrai-

ned the Curate by threats to leave the Engliſh Service, and fay Maffe.

Thisblinde Bailiffe not long after, as hewas ridingwith one of his neigh-

bours, a Crow flyingover hishead, let her excrements fall uponhis face,

the poyfoned ftinke and favour whereof fo annoyed his ftomacke, thathe

never left vomiting untill he came home, and there after certaine dayes,

withextreame paineofvomiting, crying and curfing the Crow,defperate-

lybedyedwithout any token of repentance. Alfoone Robert Baldwine,who

beingftrickenwith lightning, at the takingofWilliam Seaman, pined away

anddyed. Robert Blomfield alfo,Bailiffe to Sir John Ierningham,after he had

profecuted one Mafter Browne, pinedawayboth in his goods andbody,by

aconfumptionofboth.

William Swallow the cruell tormentorof George Egles, was shortly after

plagued ofGod, that all the haire of his head, and nailes of his fingers and

toes went off; his eyes were well neere clofed up, that he could fcant fee;

his wifewas alfo ftricken with the falling fickneffe, with thewhich malady

fhewasrever infected before.

Laftly(to omit many others)oneTwifordis not tobe forgotten ; who in

King Henriesdayes wasabufiedoer in fettingup ftakes for theburningof

poore Martyrs and feeingthe ftakes confume fo faft, provided a bigtree,

cutting off thetop,andfet it up in Smithfield, faying,Iwill have aftake that

fhallbold. But behold Gods hand ; before ever that treewas confumed, the

ftate of Religion turned, andhe fell into an horrible diſeaſe, rotting alive

above theground before he dyed.

Befides thefe, many there were that hanged themſelves. As for ex-

ample, one Clarke an open enemy to the Gofpell in King Edwards dayes,

hanged himselfe inthe Tower. Sodid Pavier the Towne Clarkeof Lon-

don, another bitter enemytothe Gofpell. So didthe fonneofone Levar

a husbandman, that mocked and fcorned at the holyMartyr Maſter Lati-

mer,beingdead; and that at the famehoure, as neereas could be gathered,

whilft his father was railing upon the deadMartyr. Sodid Henry Smith

a Lawyer,whohavingbeen a Proteftant,became a Papift. Others drowned

themfelves ; as namely Richard Long at Calice, inKing Henry theeights

dayes. John Plankney a Fellow ofNew Colledge in Oxford, in the yeare of

our
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our Lord 1566. Andone Lanington a Fellowof the fame Colledge, in a

Well at Padua, or as fomethinke, at Rome.

Others were ftricken with madneffe : inwhich ranke place first Juſtice

Morgan, of whom wee made mention a little before : Then, a She-

riffes fervant that railed upon Iames Abbes a godly Martyr, as hewasgo-

ingtobe burned ; faying, That hee was an Heretique and a mad man ;

but as foone as the fire was put to the Martyr (fuch was the fearefull

ftroke of Gods juſtice upon him) he was there prefently in the fight of

all the people ftricken with a frenzy, crying out aloud, that lames Abbes

was faved, but hewas damned ; and fo continued till his dyingday. So

likewiſe oneWilliam a Student in the innerTemple, in the midst of his

railing againſt the Goſpell of Chrift and the Profeffors thereof, fell ſtarke

mad.

Many other examples ofthe like kind I could here adde, but he that de-

firethto knowand read more thereof, let him have recourfe unto the latter

endoftheActs and Monuments ofthe English Church,where he ſhall find

awhole Catalogue of fuch like examples.

The overthrow of many mighty ones in our Age, ferve for a looking

glaffe to reprefent the high exploits of thewonderfull judgements which

the King of Kings hath fent uponthofethat have in any place or countrey

whatſoever, refifted and ftrove againstthe Truth: whereoffome after great

victories, which by their fingular dexterity andworldlywifedome inthe

mannaging of their affaires, have atchieved, bya perverfe and overthwart

end,contrary to their former profperity,have darkned and obfcured there-

nowneandglory ofall theirbravedeeds,their good report dyingwiththeir

bodyes, and their credit impaired and buried withthem in their graves.

Others in like manner having addreffed all their forces, and laid their bat-

tery, and placed all their Pieces and Canons against thewals of Sion, and

thinkingtoblow it up and confume it to afhes, havemademany breaches

intothe fides thereof,yea they have fo bent all their ftrengthagainſt it, and

afflicted it withfuchoutragious cruelty, and unmercifull effufion ofbloud,

that it is pitifull and lamentable to remember: howbeit after all their po-

licies andpractifes, their courage hath been at length abated, and them-

felves raked oneafter another out ofthisworld,withmanifeſt markes ofthe

juftvengeance ofGod uponthem. For thoughit may feem for atimethat

God flepethand regardeth not thewrongs and oppreffions of his fervants,.

yet heneverfailethto carry a watchfull eyeuponthem, and in his fitteſt

timeto revenge himfelfe upon their enemies.

CHAP. XIV.

AHymne oftheperfecution ofGods Church, and the

deliverance oftheJame....

Long the verdantfields allrichlydy'd,

WithNaturespaintments,andwith Flora'spride:

Whofe goodly bounds are lively Chryftallstreames

Begirt withbow'rs tokeepbacke Phoebus beames;Twee

43

Evin



Ofthoſethat perfecuted the Gofpell in our Age.The Theatre of

44

i

Evenwhenthe quenchleffe torch, theWorldsgreat eye,

Advanc't his rayes orethwartly from the skie, i

Andby hispower of heavenly influence

Reviv'dthefeeds ofSprings decay'deffence :

Thenmany flockes unite inpeace andlove,

Not Jeekingought but naturall behove,

Paft quietly uncharg'a with other care,

Save of theirfeedwithin thatpafturefaire.

Thefe Flocks a Sheepheard had (ofpowerandskill)

Tofoldandfeed, andfavethemfrom allill :

Bywhofe advice they liv'd ; whofe wholĵome voice

They heardandfear'd with love, and did rejoyce

Thereinwith melody ofſong andpraife,

Anddance,tomagnifie his Name alwaies.

He is their Guide, they are his FlockeandFold,

Nor willthey be by any elfe controld.

Wellknowing, that whom hetakes careto feed,

Hewillpreferve andfave in time ofneeds

Thus liv'dthis holy Flocke at bearts content,

Tillcruell Beasts allſet on raviſhment,

Broke offtheir peace, andranupon withrage,

Themselves, theirYoung, andalltheir heritage ;

Slitting their throats , devouredLambsandall,

Anddißipatingthem that fcap't their thrall.

Thendid shejollyfeaft tofaft transforme,

(So ask't the fury of that ragefullftorme)

Theirjoyfull (ongwas turn dtomournfullcries,

Andall theirgladneffe chang'dtowelladyes.

Whereat Heav'ngrieving, claditfelfe in blacke 3

But earthinuprore triumph't at theirwracke.

What profits then the beephooke oftheir Guide ?

Or that he lies upon aBeacons fide,

Withwatchfulleye tocircumfcribe their traine,

Andhathnomoreregarduntotheirpaine ?·

Tosave themfrom ſuch dangers imminent

(Somefay) as areso often incident.

"Tis notfor that his arme wantsftrengthto break

Allproudattempts thatmen of might do make:

Orthat he willabandon unto death

His Owne, deare bought with exchange ofhis breath.

Formust we thinke, that thoughthey dyetheyperif ;

Deathdyes in them, andthey indeath reflourish :

andthis lifes loffe, a better life renues,

Whichafterdeatheternally ensues.

Though then theirpaßions neverseemefo greas,

Yet nevercomfortfervestofwage their heat :

Thoughstrength oftorments beextreame indurance,

Yet aretheyguencht by Hopes andFaiths affurances

ForthankefullHope, ifGodbe groundedin it,

Affuresthe heart, andpacifies thespirit.

T
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Tothem that love and reverence his Name,

Profperity betides, andwant ofshame.

Thuscan noTyrantpull them from the hands

ofmightyGod,that for their safety stands :

Whoever fees, andever candefend;

Them whomheloves, he loves unto the end:

Sothat the more their fury overfloweth,

Themore each one his owne deftruction soweth.

Andas they firive withGodinpolicy,

So arethey foonerbrought tomifery.

Likeasthe SavageBoare diflodg'd from den,

Andhotly chafedby pursuit of men,

Ran's furiously on themthat comehim neere,

Andgoares himselfe upon the huntersfpeare:

The gentle puissant Lambe,their Championbold,

Sohelp'stoconquer allthat hurt's his fold,

That quickly they and all their Progeny

Confoundedis,andbrought to mifery.

This isofIudah the couragious Lion,"

The conqueringCaptaine, andthe Rocke ofSion ;

Whose favour is as great to Iacobs Line,

Asu his fearefullfrowne to Philistine.

CHAP XV.

OfApoftata's and Backfliders, that through infirmity

andfearehave fallen away.

Tisakindeof Apoftafie and Backfliding condemned

bythe firstcommandement of the Law, when as hee

that hath been once enlightened bythe word of God

inthe knowledge of falvation, and nouriſhed and in-

ftructed therein from the cradle, doth afterward caft

behind hisbacke thegrace of Gods fpirit, or difallow

thereof,and exempt himselfe from the ſervice ofGod,

to ferve Idols, or make any outward fhew todoe it :

which kinde of finne may be committed after two forts ; either through

infirmity andfeare, or willingly and with deliberation : when not being

preffed or conftrained theretoby any outward means, a mandothcleerely

andof himfelfeabandon and forfake the true Religion, tomarch underthe

banner of Satanand Antichrift. And this is alfo of two forts either

whenaman doth fimplyforfake the profeffion of the Truth, to followfu.

perftition and Idolatry,without attempting any thing befide the meere

deniall of his Faith ; or when afterhis revolt he profeffeth not onely the

contrary Religion, but alfoendeavoureth himfelfeby all means poffible to

advance it, and to oppreffe and lay fiege to the doctrine of Gods Truthin

thofe that maintaine the fame. By this it appeareth that there arethree

kindsof Apoftafie ; one as itwere inforced and compelled, the ſecondvo-

luntary,
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Cyprian in his
Sermons,de

Lapfu mul-

termm.

Cyprian.

luntary, the laft both voluntary and malitious which thoughtheybe all

veryhainous and offenfive in the fight of God, yet the fecond and third

fort are moſtdangerous,andof themalfoone morehurtfull and pernitious

than the other,as we fhall perceive by that which followeth. Now as all

thefe kinds are different onefrom another, foI will referre the examples of

eachfort to his ſeverall place, that the efficacy thereof may be the better

perceived. And firft of thoſe which have fallen away through feare and

infirmity, and afterward in order of the reft. Athough that they whoby

the conceitand feare of tortures prefented before their eyes, or of ſpeedy

and cruell death threatned against them, doe decline and flide backe from

the profeffionof the Gofpell, may pretend for excufe the weakeneffe and

feebleneffe of the flesh, yet doubtleffe they are found guilty before the

throneof God, for preferringthe love of this tranfitory and temporary life

before the zeale of his glory, and thehonourwhich is due tohis onely be-

gotten Sonne, eſpecially at that timewhen they are called out of purpofe

bytheirMartyrdome towitneffe his facred truth before men, and he defi-

reth moft tobe glorified by their free and conftant perfeverance thereia : *

to the whichperfeverance they are exhorted by many faire promiſes of

eternall life and happineffe : and from the contrary terrified by threats of

death and confufion,and upon paine to be diſcharged from the prefence of

Chriftbefore God, becauſe they have denied him before men : which is

the mifery of all miferies, and the greateſt that canhappen toany man ;

forwhat shall become of that manwhomthe Sonne of God doth not ac-

knowledge ? Now toprove that God is indeed highly offended at this

faint-hearted cowardlineffe, hehimſelfhath madeknowne unto us,by the

puniſhmentswhichdivers times he hath fent upon the beads of fuch of-

fendors. Asinthe time ofthe Emperour Valerian the eighth perfecutor of

the Church, under whofe perfecution albeit that many Champions beftir-

red themſelves moſt valiantly in that combat of Faith ; yet therewanted

not fome, whoſe hearts failing them , and whoinftead of maintainingand

ftanding for their cauſe tothe death, as they ought to have done, retyred

and gave upthemfelves tothe enemy atthe firft affault.Amongftthe num-

ber of whichdoubty fouldiers, therewas one that wentupintothe Capi-

toll atRome, in that place where Iupiters Temple inold time ftood, to ab-

jure and recant Chrift and his profeffion : whichhe had nofoonerdone,but

he was preſently ftrucke dumbe , andfowas justly punished in thatvery

memberwherewithhehad offended .

Awoman likewife having renounced her profeffion, and feeling in her

felfe no remorse of confcience for her fall, went as fhe waswont todoc in

the time of her reft and profperity, to the Bathes and Hot-houſes to re-

fresh herfelfe, as if allhad had gone well with her ; but fhewas fofeiſed

upon and poffeffedby an evill Spirit, that in ftead of pleaſure, which the

fought for, the fell to lamenting, and tormentingher owne flesh, and chopt

in pieces withher dainty teeth her rebellious tongue, wherewith ſheebad

fpokenwickedwords, and difhonoured God, and tafted meats offered to

Idols :and fothis poore wretch, whereas the fhould have wasted herfelfe

inteares of true repentance, and inthe true bath of grace and mercy , be-

cauſe thehad more care of cleanfing her body from filth, than her foule

from finne,becamecorrupt and filthy both body and foule, by the meanes

ofthatuncleane ſpirit which God had given power to affli& her : and

armed
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armed herownemouth,whichhad tafted,chewed, and fwallowed that cur-

fed food, furiouſly to rife against her felfe to deftroy her: fo that thebe-

cameher owne murtherer, for the furvived not long , by reaſonthat her

bowels and intrails were choaked up tothethroatwith paine.

47,

WordandSa-

crament.

Anotherwomanwell ftricken in yeares, that in like manner had revol- Cyprian

ted fromtheTruth, thruft her felfe notwithstanding into the affembly of

the Faithfull, as they were receiving the holy Sacrament. But that holy Contempt of

foodwhichnourished the foules ofthem that believed, turned toherbane;

for the found there in ftead of peace, a fword ; in ftead ofnorifhment, ib.1.c.24.

deadly and mortall poifon ; in fuch fort, that immediately after the receit

of that holySupper, fhe begantobe marvellouſly troubled and vexed in

foule, andfelt the hand of God foheavy uponher forher offence commit-

ted indenyingher Saviour, tofhunher perfecution, that tremblingand

ftampingthe fell downedead.

Therewasalfo in like manner acertain man, that havingrenounced his cypriánì

faith, did notwithſtanding preſent himselfe at the celebration of theholy

Supper, prefuming to come and eat at his Table,whomhe had a little be-

foredenied ; but receiving intohis hand part of the Sacrament as well as

the reft, and thinkingto put it into his mouth, it was turned into afhes: Contempt of

whereupon heſtood amazed and confounded inhimfelfe, Godmanifeftinglib.x.6.34.

in him, that heethat revoked his faith, and recoiled from ChriftJefus,

ChriftJefus would recoile fromhim, & give himover to death,bydepri-

vinghimofhis grace , and fpoilinghim ofthe power ofhis quickning

andfavingSpirit.

Thefe are the fearfull examples of Gods Judgements , which Saint

Cyprian reportethtohave lightuponback fliders in his time;addingmore-

over, that befides thefe, many were poffeffed of devils, robbed of their

wits, and inragedwith fury and madneffe, and all for this offence of A-

poftafie.

Amongst all the examples of our age,ofGods fevere juftice upon Apo- sleiden,Lalka

ftates, theexample ofFrancis Spieraan Italian Lawyer,a manofcredit and

authority inhis countrey,is moft pitifull and lamentable ; who having

embraced the true Religionwithmarvellous zeal, and madeopen profeffi-

onof thefame, fearednot freely todeclare his opinion of every point of

Doctrine that came in queftion, and grew in knowledge every day more

andmore. But itwas not longere hewas complained oftothe Popes Em-

baffadour:which when he understood, and fawthe danger whereinhe was

liketo fall, after he hadlong debatedand difputed the matter inhis owne

confcience, the counfell of the flesh andworldlywifedomeprevailing, he

refolved at laft to goe to the Embaffadour, tothe intent to appease his

wrath, anddowhatfoever heſhouldcommand. ThuscommingtoVenice,

andover-ruledwith immoderatefear,he confeffed that hehad doneamiffe,

& craved pardonfor the fame,promiſing ever after tobe an obedient ſub-

ject to the Popes Lawes : and that which is more, when itwasenjoyned

him, that at his return homehe ſhouldin his ownecountrey openly recant

his former profeffion,herefufed not, but performed his recantation indue

fort. But it chancedvery foone after, that this miferable man fell ficke of

body andfoule,andbeganto difpaire ofGods mercy towards him. His

Phyfitian perceivinghis difpofition, judged, that the caufe of his bodies

diſeaſe was a vehement conceit and thought of minde; and therefore

ga
ve
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8 gaveadvice to minifter counfelltohis troubled minde very carefully, that

the caufe being taken away, the effect alfo might furceale. To this end

manylearned men frequented him every day,recalling into his minde, and

laying openbeforehimmany expreffe places of Scripture, touching the

greatneffe of Gods mercy. Whichthings he avouched to be true,but faid

that thofe promifes pertained not tohim,becauſehe had renouncedChrift

Jefus, andforfworne theknown truth, and that forthis caufe nothingwas

prepared for himbut hell fire, which already in foulehee faw and felt : I

would (faidhe)willingly, if it were poffible,love God, but it is altogether

impoffible. I onely fearehimwithout love. Thefe and fuchfpeeches ufed

hewitha ftedfaft countenance ; neither didhis tongue at any time run at

randome, nor his anfwers favour of indifcretion orwant ofmemory; but

adviſedly warned all that stood by to take heed by his example, how to

liften too muchto worldlywifedcme, efpeciallywhen they should be cal-

led before mento profeffe the Religion of Chrift. And lying in this ex-

tremity, he refufed all manner of fuftenance, rebuking and being angry

with his fonnes that opened his mouth to makehim fwallow fome food to

fuftaine him ; faying, Sincehe had forfaken his Lord and Mafter, all his

creatures ought to forfakehim ; Iamafraid of everything, there is not

a creature that hath not confpired to workemy deftruction : let me die,

let medie, that I may goe and feele that unquenchable fire, which alrea

dy confumethme, andwhich I can byno meanes efcape . And thus hee

died indeed, pined to death in deſpaire and horrible torment of con-

ſcience.

Centur.3.6.12 . Nichomachusamanthat ftoutly profeffed Chrift Jefus in profperity,be-

ingbrought to his triall at Troas, and put into torments be denied him;

andbeingdeliveredby that meanes,confented to offer facrifice unto Idols .

But as fooneas he hadfinished his facrifice,he was hoifted upbythe fpirit

of darkneffe,whofe darlingnowhewas,& dafhed againſt the earth: fo that

his teeth biting his prophane tongue ( wherewithhehad denied his Savi-

our) intwo, he died continently.

Theatrum bi

Roricum.

Tamerus a profeffor of the true Religion , was feduced byhis brotherto

cleave unto Popery,and toforfakehis firft love: but for his defection from

thetruth, the Lordgavehim up into a reprobate ſenſe, ſo that falling into

defpaire he hung himfelfe.

RichardDenton a Blackſmith dwelling atWels in Cambridge- fhire,ha

ving been a profefforof the Gofpell aforetime;whenWilliam Woolfey Mar-

tyr (whomthe faid Denton had first converted from the Truth ) fent him

certaine money out of prifon at Ely, with his commendations , That hee

marvelledhe tarried fo longbehindehim, feeinghe was the firſt that deli-

vered him the booke of Scripture into his hand, and toldhim that it was

the truth: his anſwerwas this,I confeffe it is true, but alas I cannot burn.

Buthe that could notburne in the caufe of Chrift, was afterward burned

numents,pag.
1717. against his will ; for inthe year 1564his houſewas ſet on fire,and whileſt

hewentto favehis goods,he loft his life.

Aas and Mo.

A&ts and Mo-

numents,pag.

2104

Therewas alfoone Burton Bailiffe of Crowland in Lincoln-ſhire, who

pretending an earnest friendship to the Gofpell in King Edwardstime,af-

ter the Kings death began luftily to fet up the Popish Maffe againe, and

wouldhave beaten the pooreCurate, if hehad not fetled himselfe there-

to: but fee howthe Lords judgement overtook him; as hee came riding

from Fennebankeone day, a Crow flyingover his head, let fall her excre-

ments
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ments uponhis face, fo that it rannefrom the topofhis noſedownetohis

beard, the poyfoned ſent and favourwhereof ſoannoyed his ſtomack,that

he never ceaſed vomitinguntill hecame home and after falling deadly

ficke, would never receiveany meat, but vomited ftill, andcomplaining

of that ftinke, curfingtheCrowthat had poyfoned him:tobe ſhort,within

few daiesbe died defperately,without any tokenof repentance of his for-

mer life.
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Hither mayweadde the examples of one Henry Smith a Lawyer of the Actsand Mo-

middle Temple, and Arnoldus Bomelius a Student of Lovaine ;bothwhich numents.

havingprofeffedthe Truth a while, and after being feducedby evill com-

pany,theone of Gilford,the other of Maſter Tileman, Smith afterward han-

ged himfelfe inhis chamberinthe Temple,in theyeareofour Lord 1569.

Bomelius murthered himſelfewith his owne dagger. And thus theſe two

Apoftata's felt theheavy ſcourgeof Gods wrath, for revolting from the

Truthwhichthey once profeffed.

CHAP. XVI.

Ofthose thathave willingly fallen away.

Hefekinde of Apoftata'swhich we are now to ſpeake

of,arefuch aswithout anyoutwardcompulfion threats,

or likelyhood of danger,forfake freely Gods true Reli-

gion,and givethemſelves over toall Idolatry: Againſt

whomthere is a Decree ordained in the thirteenth of

Deutronomy,bythe Law-giver of Heaven:which is this;

Ifthe inhabitants of any city haveturnedfrom the Lord, to

follow after ftrangegods, let thembedeftroyedwith the edge of their fword, and

their cityconfumedwith fire , thattheymay be utterlyrafedout andbrought to so

thing. Thiswasthefinne of Solomon King of Ifrael (a brave and mighty King

kingdome in histime) amanfubject tonone forpower,nor fearing anyfor

authority: yet for all this, fo filthily recoyling from the Truthwhichhee

knewandhad profeffed, thatin ftead of fervingthe true God, he became a

fetterupof falle Idols, and that of his owne freewill and plea fure he that

hadbeen fowell brought up and inftru&ted from his childehood in true

Religion byhis Schoolmafterthe Prophet Nathan, intowhofe chargehee

wascommitted ; and ſooftenand earneſtly admonished by his father Da-

vid,toobferve diligently the law of God, todirect his wayes thereby : and

whom Godvouchfafed this honour , to appeare twice unto, and toenrich

and adornewith fuch excellentwifedome, that the Queene of Saba hea-

ring his report, came to Ierufalem to be his auditor even this Solomon in

his old age, whenhe should havebeen moſt ſtedfaſt and conſtant, ſuffered

himselfe tobefeduced by theenticements of his ftrange wives and concu-

bines,to offer fervice unto ftrange gods,and to forfake the God of Heaven;

toworshipthe Idols of the Gentiles. And as his renowne was great and

famous before for building that ſumptuousand beautifull Temple at le-

rufalem ; fowashisobloquyand reproach the greater, for erecting Alcars

andChappels for the Idols of hiswives and concubines,even forevery one

F of
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of their Idols, to the intentto flatter and pleaſe their humors : it was ther-

fore juft and equall, that the Lord (his wrathbeingprovoked againſthim)

raiſed up two ftrong enemies that wrought him and bis people much

fcath. Yeamoreover Ieroboam,one of his owne fervants (whileft hee yet

lived) wasbythe ordinance of God defigned King over ten Tribes : and

fo God puniſhed him forhis Idolatry and Backfliding, leaving him but a

fmallportionofthe kingdometo continue to his fucceffors : which, had

it notbeenforhis father Davids fake, had been alfo taken away. It is true,

That we read not that he ever hindred the fervice of the Temple, or com-

pelled orperfwaded any manto worſhip an Idoll ; yet he did enough to

makehim culpable before God of a grievous finne, in that he being the

head and Soveraigne Magiftrate of the people,committedfuchwickednes

andfuch Apoftafle in Ifrael : befide, it is a marvellous ftrengthning, that

in allhis Hiſtorythere is notfomuch as anytoken mentioned, or tobega.

thered ofhis true repentance after this notable fall. And hee that well

weigheth the nature and quality of this finne, fhall perceive that it fome.

what refembleth that which is fpoken of, Heb.6.ver,4,5,6 : for Solomon was

not fo ignorant and deftitute of the knowledge of God, but rather had the

treaſure ofwifedome in fulneffe and abundance,andwas endowed withthe

gifts andgraces of Gods Spirit, that he was able to inftru& others, and

todiſcharge a Doctors place in the Church, as healfo did both byword

and writing. And although that the Sonne of Godwas nos as then yet

manifefted in the flesh ; yetthe powerand efficacy of his death beingever-

lafting, and from the beginning, whereof the Law with the ceremonies

and facrifices thereof, was as itwere a Schoolemafter,could not be hidden

It ismanifeft from him : Therefore fofoone asheaddicted himselfe to his Idolatry, he

that Solomon forthwithabandoned the holy ordinances and facrificesof Gods Law,and

did repent:first

because it is quitted himselfe of the promiſe of falvation therein contained ; difanul-

faid, that God ling and makingof none effect, as concerning himfelfe, the grace ofthe

codly,becaufe Mediator, ordained from thebeginning : fo thathis downfallwas terrible

he was a pen and perillous.Yet therebe that thinke thatafter all this hewrotethebooke

man of fome of Ecclefiaftes,as a declaration of his repentance ; whofeopinion I purpoſe

Scripture, and not to comradia.

loved him. Se₁

part
of the

thirdly , be-

caufe he was
aType of

Chrift.

2 Chron.12.

"

Roboam hisfonne fucceededhim, aswell in the likeneffe of his finne, as

of his kingdome : for after that the Priefts and Levites forfaking the part

of Ieroboam becauſe of his Idols,and leavingtheirhoufes and poffeffions to

ftrangers, had made repaire tohim, for feareof God, and love of his holy

fervice, and that he had difpofed and put in order his publique affaires,

for the ratifying and confirmingof his kingdome ; preſently heand all his

peopleforfooke the law of God, and gave themfelves over to Idolatryand

othergrievous finnes : wherefore the Lord alfo forfooke and gave them

over tothe hands of Cafac King of Egypt, that raiſed upamightypower

of men, evenathoufand and two hundred chariots, threescore thouſand

horſemen, withan infinite multitude of footmen to make warre againſt

bim :fothat allthe ſtrong cities and fortreffes of Iudah, nonor Ierufalem

itfelfe, was ſtrong enoughtorepulfe him from facking and taking them,

and robbingthe Templeof theirtreafures,and defpoyling the Kings pala-

ces of hisriches, and carryingbacke into Egypt a rich prey of the best

and beautifulleft things thatwere therein, And thiswas the firſt ſhake that

everthis kingdomereceived fince itwas a kingdome, whereby itbegan to

waine
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waine anddecline.Notwithſtanding all this,yet the Lord hadcompaffion

and pitty of himand all his people, andwould not fuffer his dignity tobe

troden under footand quite fuppreffed, but reſtored himonceagaine into

anhonourable eftate, becauſewhenhewas reproved bySemeia the Prophet,

he humbled himselfe before the Lord,and his Princes alfo: which isa ma-

feft figne, that his finnewas not an univerfall Apoftafie, whereby hee was

whollyturned afide from God and all hope ofgrace;but itwas a particular

revolt,fuch as was that of his forefathers,the children of Ifrael, whenthey

imagined that God would be prefent with them in the idolatrous golden

Calfe,and in thatfigure toworshiphim,fo groffe and fenceleffe were they :

althoughyetRoboams fin feemeth to exceed theirs in greatneſſe and guil-

tineffe .

SI

The Lewes that in the time of Ptolomey Philopater abode in Egypt, and

willinglyrenounced the lawand fervice of God, in hope thereby better to

provide for their worldly commodities, enjoyed not longtheir cafeand

profperity: for the other Iewes which had couragiously ftucke to their

profeffion, and hadbeenmiraculouſlydelivered from their enemies, being

grieved and chafed at their recoyle, made their fupplications totheKing

(whole heart God inclined to favour their fuit) that hewould permit them

to revenge Gods quarrell uponthoſe Apoftates as they had deſerved : al-

ledging, that it was hard forthemtobetrue fubjects tothe King, who for Machab.

their bellies fake had rebelled againstthecommandement of God. The

Kingfeeingtheir requeſt reaſonable,and their reafons whichtheyalledged

likely, not onelycommended them, butgave authority todeftroy all thofe

thatcould be found in any placeof his dominion, without any further en-

quiryof thecauſe,of intelligence ofthe Kings authority , infomuch that

theyput todeath all thofethat they knew to have defiled themfelves with

filthy Idols,doingthem before,all the fhame they could devife. Sothat at

that time thereweredifpatched above three hundred perfons:whichwhen

theyhadaccompliſhed they rejoyced greatly.

CHAP XVII.

Ofthe thirdandworſt ſort ofApoftates, thoſe that

through malice forfake the Truth.

Ffobe that they ofwhom we have ſpoken in thetwo

former Chapters, are in their revoltings inexcufable

(as indeed they are)then muchmore worthy condem-

nation arethey, who not onlyin a villanous contempt

caft away the graceof Gods Spirit, and his holywor

fhip , but alſo of a purpofed malice fet themſelves

against the fame , yea and endeavour with all their

power,utterly to race androot it out,and in ftead there-

ofto plant the lies, errors, and illufions of Satanby all means poffible.

Againſt this kindeof Monsters fentence is pronounced inthe thirteenth

of Deutronomy; to wit,That juftice fhouldbeexecuted uponthemwith all

extremity,and no mercy andcompaffion fhewed uponhim, be he Prophet

•
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IKing13.

orwhat elfe, that goethabout to feduce others from the ſervice ofthe Al-

mighty, to follow falfe gods. This is the pitfall wherein Ieroboam the first

King of Ifrael flipped bythe perverfeneffe of his owne confcience;who as

he had byhis rebellion against Rehoboam and the houſe of David, upreared

a newkingdome ; foby rebellion againft God andhis Houfe (in hopeby

that means toretaine his ufurped ftate and people in fubjection) upreared

alfoa new Religion : for diftrufting the promiſes of Godwhichwere made

himbythe Prophet Abias as touching the Realme of Ifrael, whichhewas

already in poffeffion of, and defpifingthe good counfell of God, in refpect

of his owne inventions,hewas fo befotted andbleared with them ,that just

after the patterne of his idolatrous forefathers, who by their Ægyptian

tricks had provoked thewrath of Godagainst themfelves,he fetupgolden

calves,andcauſed thepeople to worship them,keepingthem fo from going

to Ierufalem toworship God : noryetcontent with this, hee alfo created

highplaces to fet his Idols in ; and having reftrained the Priests and Le-

vites from the exerciſe of their charge, hee ordained a new order of Prieſts

tofacrifice and minifterunto his gods, and proclaimed a newer feaſt than

that wasin Iuda ; even the feventh day of the eighth moneth : wherein he

not onely exiled the pure fervice of God, but alſo perverted and turned

upfide downethe Ecclefiafticall difcipline and policy of Gods Church,

which bythe Law hadbeen inftituted . And that which is yet more, as he

was offering incenfe on the Altar at Bethel, when the Prophet cryed out

againſt the Altar, and exclaimed againſt that filthy Idolatry, bydenoun-

Contempt of cing the vengeance of Godagainst it, and the maintainers thereof, hewas

fodefperate and fenceleffe, as to offer violence to him, and tocommand

that he should be attached ; but the power of Gods difpleafure was upon

him byandby : forthat hand which he had ftretched out againft thePro-

phet,dried up, fothat hecould notdraw itbacke againe ; and atthevery in-

ftant, for a manifeſt declaration of the wrath of God, the Altar rent in

pieces,and the ashes that werewithin were difperfed abroad.And although

at the prayer of that holy man,his handwas reftored to his former ftrength

and foundneffe, yet returned not hefrom his unjuft and difloyall dealing,

butobftinately continued therein till his dying day. Wherefore alſo the

fierce wrath of God hunted and purfued him continually : for first of all,

hewasrobbed of his fonne Abia, dying through fickneffe : then hewas

fet uponby AbiaKing of Iuda, with an army of foure hundred thousand

men of warre: and though his power was double in ftrength and number,

arifing to eight hundred thousand perfons, yetwas he and his vafte army

quite difcomfited : for he loft at that field five hundred thousand ofhis

men, befide certain cities whichwere yeelded to Abia in the pursuitof his

victory : his couragewas fo abated and impoverished ever after this,thathe

could ueverrecover ftrength to refift the King of Iudah any more: And fo

God revenged at once the Apoftafie both of the King and people of Ifrael,

and laft ofall fo ftrucke him after,that he died.

Gods Word,

lib.1.cap.34.

I King.14.

& Chron.3.

2 Chron.21.

IoramKing of Iuda, although his father Tofaphat had inftru &tedhim from

his childehoodwithholy and wholfome precepts, and fetbefore his face

the example of his owne zeale, in purging the Church of God from all

Idolatry and fuperftition, and maintaining the true and pure fervice of

God ; yetdid he fofoulely runne aftrayfrom his fathers fteps,that allying

himfelfebythe marriage of Athalia, to the houſe of Achab, he became not

only
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only himfelfe like untotheKings of Ifrael in their filthy idolatry, butalſo

drew his people afterhim, caufingthe inhabitants of Ierufalem, and men

of Iuda, torunne awhoring after his ftrange gods : forwhichcaufe Elias

the Prophet moſt ſharply reproved him by letters;the contents whereofin

fummewas this : That becauſebe rebelled against the Lord God of his

Fathers ; therefore the people that were in his fubjection ſhould rebell

against him. Prefently the Arabians and Philiftims roſe up againſt him,

wafted his countrey, robbed him of his treaſures, tooke away his wives,

and put all his children to the fword, except little Ochozias his youngest

fonne that was preſerved :And after all thefe miferies, the Lord fmote him

withfo outragious and uncurable diſeaſe in his bowels, that after two

yeares tormenthe died thereof, his guts being fallen out of his bellywith

anguiſh.

55

Ioas alfoKing of the famecountry,was one towhomGod hadbin many 2 Chron,22 . '

wayes beneficiall from his infancy : for he was even then miraculouſly pre-

ferv.d from the bloudy handof Athalia, and after brought up in the houſe

of God, under the tuition of that good Prieft Iehoiada; yethe was nofoo-

ner lifted up into his royall dignity, but by and byheand his people ſtar-

ted afide, to the worship of ftocks and ftones, at that time when hee had

taken upon him the repaire of the Houfe of God. But all this came to

paffeafterthe deceaſe of that good Pricft his Tutor,whofegood deeds to.

wardshim infaving his life, and givinghim the Crowne,he moſtunthank-

fullyrecompenced, byputting todeath his fonne Zacharias ; whom hee 2 Chron.24,

caufed (for reproving and threathing his Idolatry in a publique affembly,

incited theretoby the Spirit of God) tobe ſtoned to death in the porch

ofthe Temple. But fecinghe did fo rebelliously fet himſelfe againſt the

holy Spirit, as if hewould have quite oppreffed and extinguished the po-

wer thereof, bythe deathof this holy Prophet,by whom it ſpake ; God

hiffed for an army of Syrians, that gave him battell, and conquered his

fouldiers, whoin outward fhew feemed much too ftrong for them. His

Princes alfo that had feduced him, weredestroyed, and himfelfe vexed

withgrievousdiſeaſes ; till at length his owne fervants confpired against

him for the death of Zacharias ,and flewhim onhis bed , yea and his me-

morywas fo odious, that they couldnot afford him aburying place among

the lepulchres of their Kings.

Amazias thefonne of this wicked father, carried himſelfe alfo atthe a Chron,25.

firft uprightly towards God in his fervice; but it lafted not long : for a

while after, hewas corrupted and turned afide from that good waywhich

he had begun, totread in theby-paths of his father lows for after he had

conquered the Idumæans, and flaine twentythousand men ofwarre, and

fpoyled divers of their cities;in ftead of rendring due thanks to God,who

(without the ayde of the Ifraelites) hadgiven him that victory, he fet up

the gods of the Edomites, which hehad robbed them of, to be his gods,

and worshipped and burned incenfe tothem, fo void of fence and reafon

was he. And beingrebuked by the Prophet of hisadverfe dealing, hewas

fo farre from humbling and repentinghimself thereof,that quite contrary,

he proudly withſtood and rejected the Prophets threatnings , menacing

him with deathif he ceafed not. Thusby this means having aggravated

his finne, and growing more and more obftinate,God made him an inftru-

ment to haften his owne deftruction ; for being proud,and puffed upwith

F 3
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2. Chron.28.

2 Chron.22.

Idolatry.

the overthrowwhichhegave the Edomites, he defied the King of Ifrael,

and provoked him to battellalſo , but full evill to his eaſe : for he loftthe

day, and was carried prifoner to Ierufalem, where before his face (for

more reproach) foure hundred cubits of the wall was broken downe, the

Temple and Palace ranfackt of his Treaſures, and his children carried for

hoſtages to Samaria. And notlong after,treaſon wasdeviſed againſt him in

Ierufalem, fo thathe fled to Lachifh, and being purſued thither alfo, was

there takenand put todeath.

Likewife King Ahaz for makingmolten Images for Baalim,and walking

in the idolatrouswayes of the Kings of Ifrael,and burning his fonneswith

fire, after the abhomination ofthe heathen, in thevalley of Ben - Hinnon,

was forfakenofthe Lord,and delivered intothehands ofthe KingofSyria,

who carriedhimprifoner to Damafcus , and not onelyfo,but was alfo fub-

duedby PekahKing of Ifrael, in that great battell,wherein his owne fonne,

with fourefcore thouſandmen at armes, were flaine ; yeaand two hundred

thouſand of all forts, men,women, and children, were taken prisoners :for

all theſe chaſtiſements did he not once reforme his life, but rather grew

worfe andworſe. Tomake upthe number of his finnes, he would needs

facrifice tothe gods of Damafcus alfo, thinking to findefuccour at their

hands : fo that he utterly defaced the true fervice of God at Ierufalem,

broke in pieces the holy Veffels, lockt upthe Templedores,and placed in

theirfteads his abhominable Idols , for the people toworship, and erected

Altars in every cornerof the citytodoefacrificeop. But as he rebelled on

every fideagainſt his God, fo God raiſed up enemieson every fide to di.

fturbehim :the Edomites and Philiftims affaulted him onevery fide, beat

his people, tookeand ranfackthis cities on the other fide, the Affyrians

whom hehad hiredwith a greatfumfor his help,turned tohis undoingand

utter overthrowandconfufion,

Wat ſhall we thinke of Manaſſes ? who re-edified the high places and

Altars, which the zeale of Ezecbias his father had defaced and throwne

downe, and adored and worshippedthe planets of Heaven, the Sunne, the

Moone, and the Starres, prophaned the porch of Gods Temple with Al-

tars dedicatedto ftrangegods, committing thereon all the abhominations

Lib.1.cap.26. ofthe Gentiles ; yea, and caufed his fonnes to paffe through the valleyof

Ben-Hinnon, andwas an obſerver of times and feafons, andgave himfelfe

over towitchcraft, charming, and forceries, and ufed thehelp of familiar

fpirits and Soothsayers ; and thatwhich is more, placed a carved Image in

the houſe of God, flat against the fecond commandement of the Law:

So that he did notonlygoaftray and erre himselfe, in giving over his mind

to moſtwicked and damnable herefies, butalfofeduced the people byhis

pernitious example and authority to doe the like mifchiefe. And that

which is yetmore, and worft of all, he made noaccount norreckoningof

the admonitions of the Prophets ; butthe rather and the more hardened

his heart, to runne out into all manner of cruelty andwickedneffe, that his

finnes mighthave their full meaſure. For thevery ftones of the ftreets of

Ierufalemwere ſtained from one corner to anotherwith the guiltleffe and

innocentbloud of thofe that either for diffwading him from, or not yeel-

dinguntohis abhominableand deteftable Idolatry, were cruelly murthe-

red : Amongstthenumber ofwhich flaine innocents, many fuppofe that

the Prophet Eſayas (although he was of the bloud- royall ) was with a2 King.12.

ftrange
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ftrangemanner oftorment put todeath. Wherefore the flameofGods ire

waskindled againſt him and his people : fo that he ftirred upthe Affyrians

againſtthem ; whole powerand force they being not able to refift, were

fubdued, and the King himfelfe taken and put in fetters, and bound in

chaines, carried captive to Babylon but being there in tribulation, hee

humbled his foule, and prayed unto the Lord his God ; who for all his

wicked, cruell, andabhominable Apoftafic was intreated of him, and re-

ceived him tomercy ; yea and brought him againe to Ierufalem intohis

unhopedforkingdome. Thenwashe nomore unthankfull totheLord for

his wonderfull deliverance, but being touched with true repentance for

his former life, abolished the ftrange gods, broke downe their Altars, and

reſtored againethe trueReligion ofGod, and gave ftraitcommandement

to his people todoe the like. Wherein it wasthepleaſure ofthe Higheſt,

to leave a notable memoriall unto all pofterity, of his great and infinite

mercytowards pooreand miferable finners, totheend that noman (behis

finnes never fo hainous) ſhouldatany time defpaire : for, Where fin aboun . Rom.s:

deth, there graceaboundeth much more. Admit that this revolt of Manaffes

was farre greaterand more outragious thanwas solomons,yet his truerepen-

rance found the grace to be raiſed up from that woefull downefall : for,God Rom.9.15.

hathmercy onwhom hewillhavemercy, andcompassiononwhom he willhave com-

paßion. Otheprofound riches ofthe wifedome andknowledgeofGod ! How un- Rom.11.33 ,

Speakable are hisjudgements ? andhis wayes paft findingout.

Amonthe wickedfonneof this repentant father,committed alfothelike 2 Chron.33,

offence in ſerving ſtrangegods, but recanted notbylike repentance ; and

therefore God gave his owne fervants both will to conſpire, and power Idolatry.

to execute his deſtruction , after hee had ſwayed the kingdome but two Lib.1.cap.16.

yeares.

B

CHAP. XVIII.

Ofthe thirdand worstfort ofApoftata's.

Y howmuch themore Godhath in theſe latter daies poured

forthmore plentifully his graces upon the fonnes of men,

by the manifeftations of his Sonne Chrift Iefus in the

fleſh,andfent forth a more cleere light bythe preaching

of his Goſpellinto theworldthan was before times ; by

fomuchthe more culpable before God,andguilty ofeter-

nall damnation are they, whobeing once enlightened andmade partakers

of thoſe excellent graces, comeafterwards either to defpife ormakelight

account of them, or goe about to fuppreffe the truth,and quench thefpirit

which inftru&tedthem therein. This is the Sinneagainst the Holy Ghoſt,

which is mentioned in the fixth and tenthchapter to the Hebrewes,and in

thetwelfthof Luke ;and in anotherplace, it is called a Sinneuntodeath, be-

cauſe it is impardonable, by reaſon that no excuſe of ignorance can be

pleaded, nor any plaifter of true repentance applyed unto it. The Apo.

ftata's oftheold Teftamentunder theLawwere not guilty of this finne :

for although there were many thatwillingly and malitioufly revolted and

fet



Apoftates and Backfliders, throughMalice.
The Theatreof

1

58 fetthemſelves againſt the Prophets of God, makingwarre as it were with

the Holy Ghoft ; yet feeing they had nofuch cleere teftimonies of Chrift

Iefus , and declaration of Gods Spirit as we have, their finne cannot be

properly faid directly to be against the Holy Ghoft, and fo never tobe re-

mitted : according to the defcription of this finne in thoſe paffages of

Scripturewhichwere before recited, as it may manifeftlyappeare bythe

formerexample of King Manaffes . The Apoftle himſelfe likewife doth

Heb.10.26, averre thetruth hereof, whenhe faith, Ifwe finne willingly after that we have

receivedthe knowledge of the Truth, thereremainethno more facrifice for finnes,

but a fearefull looking for ofjudgement, andviolent fire, whichshall devoure the

adverfaries. Ifany mandefpifed Mofes Law, hediedwithout mercy, under two or

three witneffes : ofhow muchforerpunishment fuppofe ye shallhe be worthy,which

treadeth under foot the Sonne ofGod, andcounteth the bloud ofthe new Testament

as a prophane thing, whereby he was fanctified, and dothdespight totheSpirit of

"Grace . Here we may fee that this finne is proper to thofe onely that lived

under the Goſpell , and have tafted of the comfort and knowledge of

Chriſt.

27,28,29.

Math.27

A&sI.,

Suid.

"

Indas Iscariot(that wicked and accurfed Varlet)committed the deed,and

feeles the fcourge of this great finne:for he (being a Difciple,nay an Apo-

ftle of Chrift lefus) moved with covetoufneffe, after he had devifed and

concluded ofthemanner and complotof his treafon with the enemie, fold

his Lord and Mafter, the Savior of the World, for thirty pieces of filver,

andbetrayed him intothehands of theeves andmurtherers,whofought no-

thingbut his deftruction. After this vile traitour had performed this ex-

ecrable purpoſe (by reafon whereofhe is called the fonne ofperdition) he

could finde noreft nor repofe in his guilty confcience, but was horribly

troubled andtormented with remorfe of hiswickedneffe,judginghimſelfe

worthy of a thouſand deaths, for betraying that innocent and guiltleffe

bloud. Ifhee lookedup, hefawthe vengeance of God readyto fallupon

him and infnare him :if hee looked downe,hefawnothing buthell gaping

toſwallowhimup : the lightof this worldwas odious to him, and his own

life difpleafed him, fo that being plunged intothe bottomleffe pit of de-

fpaire,he at laft ftrangled himselfe, and burst in twaine in the midft, and all

hisbowelsgufhed out.

There is a notable example of Lucian, who having profeffed Chrifti-

anity for afeafon under theEmperour Trajan,fell away afterwards, and be-

camefoprophane and impious, as to make a mockeat Religion and Divi-

nity,whereupon his firname was called Atheist. This wretch,as he barked

our (like a foulemouthed dog)bitter taunts against the religion of Chrift,

feekingtorendandabolish it,fohe washimselfe,in Gods vengeance,torne

inpiecesand devoured of dogs,

Porphyrie alfo(a whelp of the fame litter)after hehadreceived theknow-

ledge of the truth, for defpightand anger that hewas reproved ofhis faults

bythe Chriftians, fethimselfe against them, and publiſhed books full of

horribleblafphemies, to difcredit and overthrowthe Chriftian Faith. But

whenhe perceivedhowfully and fufficientlyhewas confuted, and thathe

was reputedanaccurfed and confoundedwretch for his labour, in terrible

defpaire and anguifhoffoule hedied.

Iulianthe Emperour, firnamedthe Apoftate, caft himfelfe headlong into

thefamegulfe : for having beenbrought up and inftructed from his childe-

hood
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up :

Theod.

Ecclef.c.ao.

toothers in the Church, as foone as he hadobtained the Empire, maliti-

oufly revolted from his profeffion, and refifted with all his power, the

Faith and Church of Chrift, endeavouring by all means poffible, either Socrate

byforce toruinate and deftroy it, or by fine fleights and fubtilties to un- Sozom-

dermine it. And becauſe his purpoſe was to doe what hurt bee could to

Chriftians,therefore he ftudied by all hecould, topleafe, content, and up-

hold the contrary party, I meane the Painims : he caufed their temples first

to be opened, which Conftantine his predeceffor had cauſed tobe thut

he tooke from the Chriftian Churches and their Minifters thoſe privi-

ledges, liberties,and commodities whichthefaid Conftantine had beſtowed Atheiſme,

uponthem:and not contentwith this,he confifcated the Church revenues,

lib.1.cap.25.

and impofed great taxes and tributes upon all that profeſſed the nameof

Chriftians, and forbad them to have any fchooles of learning for their

children. And yet more tovexe and grieve them,he tranflated manyorders

of the Churchdifcipline and policy into Paganifme. After he had thus

byall means ſtriven to beatdownthe Scepter of Chrifts kingdome, it tur

ned quitecontrary tohis expectation,for in ftead thereof, the ſcepter of his

ownekingdomewas broken and brought to nought : at that time when

makingwarreupon the Perfians , he was wounded with an arrow, which Socrat.l.3.hift:

pierced his armour, and dived fo deep into hisfide, that he died thereof.

Whenheundertooke this voyage,hewasfurnishedwith fuchbraveryboth

of apparell and all things elfe, as itmight feeme itappertained tohim and

none elfe to overwhelme and overfwaytheworld; ftill belching out threats

against poore Chriftians, whom he hed determined at his returne from

Perfia utterly to deſtroy, and leave none alive,aswas afterwards reported by

oneof his Councell. The number of his fouldiers was fo innumerable,

and his ftrength fo impregnable, that he made no otherreckoning but to

be lord of Perfia in avery fhort space. But loe how the Lord overturneth

theattempts of his enemies : This great army (as S. Chryfoftome reporteth

againſtthe Heathen) inwhichhe putfomuchconfidence,feemed erelong

tobe ratheravafteandweakmultitude ofwomenand infants, thananhoft

ofWarriours : forby evill and foolish condu&t and governmentthere rofe

fogreat afamine amongstthem, that theirhorfeswhichwere provided for

the battell, ferved for their bellies, yea and forwantof that too manyhun-

dreds died forhunger and thirft. Even when he skirmished,his owne fide

cametothe worfe, doingmore feath to themſelves, than to their enemies

and laftly (leading them fo undifcreetly) they could not by anymeans

efcape,butwere constrained after he was flaine, to intreat the Perfians to

fuffer themtoretyre ; and foas many as could, efcaped and fled awayto

fave their lives . Andthus this bravearmywasthus miferablydifmembred

anddiſcomfited,tothe everlaſting ſhame of thatwicked Apoftate.

Sozom.1.5.c.8 .

Contemptof

OneoftheTreaſurers of this wicked Emperour (who topleaſe his Ma. Theod.l.3.c.13 .

fter, forfooke alfo the Religion of Chrift) being on a time mocking and

deridingthe miniftry of the holy Word, died miferably ona fudden, vo- the Word,

mitinghis ownebloud out ofhis mouth, and(asChryfoftome faith) his privy

lib.1.cap.340

parts beingrotten and purrified, and confumed with lice, for all that ever

hecoulddoe to remedythe fame.

It is recordedof Trebellius the firft King of the Bulgarians, that being

convertedwithhis people tothe faith ofChrift,tothe end to give himfelfe

more
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Beda Ecclbift.

lib.3.cap.ia

morequiet tothemeditation and exerciſe of Religion , refigned over his

kingdome tohis elde ft fonne : whom when hee perceived to renounce the

Faith,and tofollow ftrange gods, he not only deprived of all his Royall

dignity, butalſocauſed his eyes to be put out, for a puniſhment of his

Apoftacie, andbestowed the kingdome upon his other fonne ; fhewing

thereby, that he that abandoneth the true lightof ſalvation, is notworthy

to enjoythe comfortable light of theworld.

During the heptarchy of the Saxons here in England, thereraigned in

Northumberland twoKings ; one called oftrich,whowas Kingofthe Dei-

rians, and the other Eanfride King of the Bernirians ( for into thoſe two

Provinceswasthat countrey antiently divided.) Thefe two Kings before

they came totheir Crownes, wereby the preaching of Paulinus converted

tothe Faith of Chriſt, and baptiſed into the fame Faith ; but as foone as

Godadvanced them to their Kingly dignities, prefently theyexpelled the

Kingof Gloryoutof their hearts, and renouncing Chrift, betooke them-

felves againe to their filthy Idols. But they joyed not long inthis their

Apoftacie; forwithin one yearetheywere bothflaineby Cedwalla Kingof

the Britaines, the one in battell, the othercommingto fue for peace : And

fotheyforfaking Chriſt in their proſperity, were forfakenby himin their

adverſity, and given over tobe a prey intothe hands of theirenemies.This

yearewhereintheſe two Kings thus revolted and were flaine, hathupon it

the marke ofvengeance to this day : for by the commonconfentof all

Chronicles, that the memory of thefe Apoftates might be utterly defaced

and blotted out,it was reckoned in theaccountof the next Kings raigne, to

wit ofweld, a holy and religious man ;and foboththename of the Kings,

andthe timeof their raigne, is, in deteftationofthe Apoftacie, utterly left

outofour English ftories,as ifthey wereunworthy to have a place among

men,muchmoreamong Kings,that forfooke Chrift of their owneaccord,

withoutanyconſtraintor compulfion thereunto.

ADivine at Louvaine, one lames Lajonus, whowas well inftru&ted at the

first inthe knowledgeof the Truth, afterwards renouncing the fame, en-

deavoured with all his powertooppugneand oppreffe it. This manbeing

on atimemounted intoa pulpit, to preach before the Emperour Charles

the fifth, was at the very inftant fo amafed and aftoniſhed, that no man

could perceive what hefaid, and fomade himſelfe a laughing ftocke to all

that audience. Seeing himfelfe thus difgraced, he returnedfrom Bruffels

to Louvaine,where he fell into fuch griefe and forrow of minde, for the

diſhonourwhichhe had gotten, that it turned at length into defpaire : and

in hisdayly Lectures, thefe or like words oftentimes eſcaped after that

goodlySermon, That hehad impugned the truth of God : whichwhen

divers of his owne Coat heard, they caufed him to be shut up faft in a

boufe,where indefperationhe died,telling everyman hewas damned, and

that he could not hope for falvation orremiffion ofhis fins, becauſe that of

meermalice he hadrefifted and madewarwithGod.

Cardinall Poole an Engliſhman, had alfofomtimes profeffed himselfe to

bewell feeninthe fincerity of the Gofpell, yet contrary tohis confcience

he fent into his countrey the Trophies and Enfignes of Antichrift the

Pope,whichbefore had been rafed out and abolished the realme , but he

diedtwoorthreedaies after Queene Mary,in horrible griefes,terrors, and

fearfulneffe,without anyfhew of repentance.

Stephen
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Stephen Gardiner Bishop of Wincheſter, and after Chancellor of En-

gland, fhewed inhis youngyeares fome forwardneffe to withſtand the Po-

piſh abuſes and fuperftitions ; but as foone as he wasexalted to honour, he

turned overa new leafe, and began freſhly and furiously to affli&t and to

rendthe poore & faithfull fervants ofChrift,putting them to the cruelleft

deathshecould deviſe. And yet more to diſcover his prophaneneffe and

rebellion, he wrote many books against the pure Religionof God : and

being thus fwolnewithvenomous fpight against the Sonne of God, be-

fide the extreame covetoufneffe, whoredomes, and extortions which raig-

ned inhim, behold the Lord layd his hand ofwrath upon him, and ſtroke

himwithfo ftrange a malady, that before his death fuch horrible ftinke

iffuedfromhim, that none of his friends and fervants, no not himſelfe,

could endure the favour thereof: his belly was fwolne like a taber, his eyes

diftra&ted and funke into his head, his checks thin, and the appearance of

hiswholeface very terrible : his breath favouredof a filthy and intolerable

ftinke, and all his memberswere rotten with continuall griefes and fwou-

nings ; yetthisvilewretch inthe midst ofall theſe torments ceafed not to

yellout continuall blafphemies, and infamous ſpeeches, and ſo deſpigh-

ting and maugring God, died,

PeterCaftellon Bishopof Mafton, having attained to great riches andre-

nowne, by the means of the Gofpell, turned notwithſtanding his backe to

Chrift, andmightily inveyed in his fermons at Orleance againft the pro-

feffion of his Religion ; feeking to make it knowne, that he had notonely

abjured and denied it, but alſo that hee was a profeftadverfary unto it.

This man fitting ata time in his chaire, fell into a ftrange diſeaſe , which

noPhyfitian had ever feene, or could fearchoutthe caufe of;for one halfe

of his bodywas extreme hot,and burned like fire, the other extreame cold,

and frozen like Ice; and in this torment withhorrible cries and groanings

heended his life.

59

Agray Friercalled Picard,whoonce was not ashamed of the Gofpell, es

afterwards fet himselfe to preach againſt thatwhich he had profeffed, and

beinginthepulpit at Orleance,after infiniteblafphemies whichhehaddif

gorged against the Truth,at laft faid, That he protefted before Godandthe

holyaffembly, that hewould never preach moreafter that day, becauſe he

wasanApoftate which faying he by and by impudently and conftantly

denied,tothe perill and damnation of his ownefoule,thinkingbyhis hor

riblecurfings and forfwearings, toabufe the poore ignorant and fuperfti-

tions people;but he no foonercame into the field,but the puiffant hand of

Godover-reachedhim, and ftrokehimfpeechleffe, fo that he was carried

thence halfe dead, andwithin ſhort ſpacedied, altogetherwithout anyap-

pearance of repentance,

AmongotherIudgeswhich fhewed themſelves hotand rigorous in per-

fecuting and proceeding against the faithfull prifoners of Valence in

Daulphine, and other Romanes, at that feafonwhen two Minifters of the

famecity fuffered Martyrdome, one Lanbefpin a Counsellor, and Ponfenas

the Kings Atturney at the Parliament of Grenoble, bothtwohavingbeen

profeffors intimes paft,were not thebackwardeſt in that action , but God

madethemboth ftrange examples ofhis wrath : for Lanbefpin falling inlove

witha young maid, was fo extremely paffionate therein, that heforewent

his owne eftate, and all bounds of civill honefty,to follow her upanddown

whither
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nought, hefo pined awaywithvery thought, that making no reckoning of

himſelfe, fuch a multitude of lice fo fed upon him, and tooke fo good

likingof their pasture, thatby nomeans he could be cleanfed of them , for

theyincreaſed and iffued out ofevery partof hisbody in ſuch number, as

maggots arewont toengender in a dead and rotten carrion. At lengtha

little beforehis death ſeeing his owne mifery, and feeling Gods heavyven.

geance uponhim, he began to defpaire of all mercy , and to the end to

abridgehis miferable dayes, he refolved to bungerftarve himfelfe todeath.

Which purpoſethe licefurthered ; for they fucke fo thicke in his throat,

as if they would havechoakedhim every moment: neither could he ſuffer

anyfuftenance to paffedowneby reafon of them. They that wereeye-wit-

neffes of this pittifull fpectacle,werewondrously movedwith compaffion,

and conftrained him to eatwhitherhewouldor not. And that they might

make him take culliffes and other fewed broaths, becauſe he refuſed and

ftrove againſt them, theybound his armes, andput gagges into his mouth,

tokeep it openwhileft others pouredinthe food. And in this wifebeing

gagged, hedied like a mad beaſt, with abundance of lice that went downe

histhroat ; infomuch that the very Papifts themſelves fucke not tofay,

Perfecution, That ashecaufed the Minifters ofValence to havegagges thrust intotheir

lib.1.cap.5.

mouths,andfoputto death, fo likewiſe he himselfdiedwith agagge in his

mouth.

A's touchingPonfenas,commonly called Bourrel (avery Butcher indeed

of poore Chriftians) afterhe had fold his owne patrimony, and his wives

and friends alfo, to theend tobuy out his office, and had spent that which

remained inhouſe keeping,hoping in ſhortſpace to take up twife as much

ashe had ſcattered, fell downe into a frange and unknowne difeafe, and

fhortly grew in defpaire of Gods fuccour and favour towards him, bya

Perfecution, Arongremembrance of thofe of Valence, and the other Romaneswhich

lib.1.cap.15. he hadput to death, whichwouldnever departout of his minde, but fill

prefented themſelves before him : fo that as one beftraught of reafon and

fence,hedenied his Maker, and called upon hisdeftroyer the Devill, with

moft horrible and bitter enfuings : whichwhen his Clearke perceived, he

laydoutbeforehim the mercies ofGod,outofall places ofthe Scripture,

tocomfortand reſtore his decayed fenfe. But in flead of returningto God

byrepentance and prayer,he continued obſtinate, and answered his Clerke

(whofe namewas Stephen) in this wife , Stephen, Stephen, thou art blacke :

So I am and it pleaſe you (quoth he) but I am neither Turke nor Moore,

nor Bohemian, but a Gascoigneof red haire. Nono (anſwered he)notſe,

but thou art blacke ; but it is with finne. That is true (quothhe)butI

hope in the bountifull mercy of God ; that for thelove ofChriftwhodied

for me,myblacke finnes fhall not beimputed tome. Then he redoubling

his choler, cried mainlyafterhis Clerke,callinghim Lutheran,Huguenot,

Villaine. At which noife his friendswithout rushed in to know whatthe

matter was. But bee commanded , that Stephen his Clerke fhould pre-

fentlyhave a paire of bolts clapton his heeles,and to be burned foran He-

retique. Inbriefe, his cholerand rageboyled fo furioufly in him, that in

fhort spacehedied a fearefull death, with horrible bowlingandoutcries.

His creditors fearfe gave him refpite to draw his catkaffe out ofhis bed,

before theyfeifed uponall his goods, not leavinghis poore wifeand chil

dren
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dren fomuchas abedof ſtrawto lyein : fogrievouswas the curſe of God

upon his houfe.

Anothergreat Princehaving in formertimeufed his authority andpo-

wertotheadvancing of Gods kingdome, afterwards beingfeduced bythe

allurements of the world,renounced God, and tooke part withthe enemies

of his Church, to makewarreagainst it ; in whichwarhewaswoundedto

death, and is one notable example of Gods juft vengeance, to all that ſhall

in likemanner fall away.

CHAP. XIX.

OfHeretiques.

S it is a matter neceffarily appertaining to thefirft

Commandement, That the purity andfinceritie of

the doctrine of Gods Wordbe maintained, bythe

rule whereofhewould have us both know him, and

underſtand the holy myſteries which are revealedto

us therein : fo alfobythe contrary, whatſoever ten-

deth to the corrupting or falfifying of the fame

Word, rifing from foolish and ftrange opinions of

humane reaſon,the fametranfgreffeth the limits ofthis Commandement :

ofwhichdort is Herefie, an evill of its owne nature very pernicious and

contagious, and no leffe tobe feared andfhunned thanthe heat ofperfecu-

tion :andby means whereof the whole nation ofChristendome hath been

heretofore toffedwithmany troubles, and the Church of God grievously

vexed. But as Truth got ever the upper hand, and prevailed againft fal-

fhood : fothebroakers and upholders of falfhood came evertothe worſe,

andwere confounded as well bythe ftrength of Truth, as by the fpeciall

judgements of Godfent downeuponthemost part of them.

61)

Theudas & Indas Galilans weretwothat feduced the Jews before Chrift: A&ts 5. 36.39.

forthefirst ofthem faid hewas a Prophet fent from God, and that he could Exfeb.Ecclef

Hift.l.2.c.10.

dividethewaters of Jordan byhisword, as Iofbuahthe fervant of the Lord of Antiq.
lof.

did. Theother promifed todeliverthem from the fervitude and theyoake tib: 18.c.1 .

of the Romanes . Andbothof them bythat means drew much people after lib.zo.cap.2.

them fo proneis the common multitude to follow novelties, and tobe-

leeve everynew fangle that is but yeſterday ſet on broach. But they came

bothtoa deſerved deftruction : for Fatus theGovernourofJury overtooke

Thendas, and fending his trunke tothe grave, carried his head as amonu-

ment to Jerufalem.As for Iudas,he periſhed alfo,and all his followers were

difperfed, manifeftingbytheir ends, that theirworkswere not ofGod, but

ofmen,and thereforemuft needs come to naught.

After Chrift,inthe Apoftles time therewas one Elymas a Sorcerer,that A&:12

mightilywithstoodthe doctrine ofPaul andBarnabas,before Sergius Paulus

the deputy,and fowed acontrary herefie in his minde : but Paul full ofthe

HolyGhoft,fet his eyes onhim, andfaid, o full ofall fubtilty and miſchief,

the childe ofthe Devill,andenemy ofrighteouſneffe,wilt thou not cease topervert

the ferait wayes ofthe Lord? Now therefore behold,the handofthe Lord is upon

thee, and thoushalt be blindefor aſeaſon. Andimmediatelytherefell uponhim

G
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Eufeb.1.4.c.6.

a mift anddarkneffe , and hee went about tofeekefome to lead him by the hand.

And this recompence gained hee for his erroneous and hereticall pra-

Яife.

Awhile after him, under the Empire of Adrian,arofe there another cal-

PhimM. Chron. ledBenchochab, that profeffed himselfeto betheMeffias, and to have de-

fcended from Heaven in the likeneffe of a Star, for thefafety and redemp

tion of the people : bywhich fallacy he drew afterhim aworld of feditious

difciples; but at length he and many of his credulous rout were flaine,and

was called bythe lewes Bencozba (that is) the fon ofa lye . And this was the

goodly redemption which this Heretiquebrought upon his owne head and

manyofhis fellowes.

Eufeb.

Enfeb.Socrat.

It is reported of Cerinthusan Heretique, that he denying and going

about to darken the doctrine of Chriftseverlaſting kingdome, was over-

whelmed by the fudden fall of an hot houfewhich fell upon him and his

affociates, as foone as S.Iohn was departed from it : for Ireneus faith, That

heheard Polycarpus often report, how S.John being about to enter intothe

bathes at Ephefus, when he perceived Cerinthus already within, departed

verybaftily, faying to thofe that bore him company,that he feared that the

houſe would fall upon their heads, becauſe of Cerinthus the heretique, that

wastherein at that inftnat.

Manes, of whomthe Manichestooketheir name and firft originall, for-

ged in his foolish braine afiction of two gods, andtwo beginners, and re-

jecting theold Teftament, and thetrue Godwhich is revealed in thefame,

publifheda fifth Gofpell ofhis owne forgery, yeaand was fobefottedwith

folly ( as Suidas teftifieth ofhim ) that he reportedhimfelfetobe theHoly

Ghoft : whenhe had thus with hisdevillifh herefies and blafphemies infe-

etedtheworld, andwas purfuedby Gods juftjudgement, at laft forother

wicked practiſes hehad his skin plucked over his eares alive,and ſo dyed in

mifery.

Montanus that blafphemous Caitife, ofwhomcame the Montaniſts, or

Pepuzianheretiques, of atowne in Phrygia called Pepuza, denied Chrift

our Saviour tobeGod,and faid hewas but amanonly like other men,with-

out any participation of divine Effence: he called himfelfe the Comforter

and holySpiritwhichwas forepromiſed to come into theworld ; and his

twowives Prifcilla and Maximilla,he named his propheteffes,and their wri-

tings prophecies : howbeit all their cunning could not foretell nor prevent

awretched and defperate endwhich befell him ; forhehunghimselfe,after

Nicepil. 4.c.23.
he had deluded the worlda long feaſon, andproved by his end, his life to

cent.3.cap.8. havebeen vile and damnable,according to the proverb, Qualis vita,finis ita,

Acurfed life, anda curſed death.

Soxom. 1

Of all Heretiques that ever troubled and afflicted Gods Church, the

Arrians were the chiefe: the author and ringleader ofwhich crue, as by his

vainglorious pride and ambition hefought to extoll himselfe above the

socrat . Theod. clouds, boaſting and vaunting in his damnable errour ; fo bythe juft ven-

geanceof God hewas abafed lower thanhell, and put in everlaſting fhame

andopprobry: forhe had longtime as it wereentred thelift, and combated

with Chrift,andwas condemned for an Heretiqueby the NiceneCouncell,

and his bookes burned : and then afterwards making fhew before Conftantine

the Emperour, with a folemne oath to recant his old errours , and approve

the profeffionof Faith, which the Councell ofNice had fet forth concern-

ing
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ning Chrifts divinity, whereuntoalfo he fubfcribed his name : but all that

he didwasin hypocrifie,to the end torenew andrepublifhthe moreboldly

his falfe and pernitious doctrine. But when hethought himselfe neereft to

the attainment of his purpofe, and braved it moftwith his fupporters and

companions,even then the Lordftroke him with a fudden feare in the open

ſtreet, and with fuch horrible pangs in his guts, and vehementdefire of dis-

burtheningnature, that hewas faine tocomeuntothe publique houſes ap-

pointed for that purpoſe, taking themwhich were next at hand for a ſhift :

buthe never fhifted from them again;for his breathwent outofhis mouth,

and his guts ran out ofhis fundament, and therelayhedead upon his owne

excrements.

As the Emperour Conftantius was a great favourer and fupporter of this Secr.lac, 17.

fect,and maintained it again , and indefpight of true Chriftians, andby

that meansstirred upfchifms & diffentions throughout all Christendome:

fo the Lordto requite him,ftirred up Iulian,whomhehimselfe had promo-

ted tohonour, to rebell against him : whofe practiſes as he went aboutto

fuppreffe,andwas even ready to encounter, a grievous Apoplexy fuddenly

furcharged himfofore,that hediedofit,before he could bring his purpofe

to paffe.

lernand

TheEmperour Valens was infected alſo with this poifon, wherewith Ruff 2.0.1 3.

likewifehe infected the Gothes,whoby his means werebecome the grea-

ter parr Arrians,andnot Chriftians : but neitherwent he unpunished ; for

whenhe marched forth to repreffe the rage of the furious Gothes, who

wereſpread over all Thracia, and had given them battell, he loft the day,

andbeing fhamefully put to flight, was purfued fo fiercely, that hewas

fain to hide himſelfina little houfe,whichbeingfet onfire by the Gothes,

hewas burnt therein.

As for Neftorius, which would maintaine byhis fooliſh anddangerous Niceph.

opinions, that thedivinity of Chriftwasdivided from his humanity, ma-

lib,14.cap.36.

kingas itwere two Chrifts ofone, and two perfons ofone,and foturned

upfidedowne thatwholeground-worke of our falvation, efcaped no more

thejuſt vengeance ofGodthan all other Heretiques did :for firft,he wasba-

niſhed into a far countrey,and there tormentedwith a ſtrange diſeaſe ; the

verywormes did gnaw in pieces his blafphemous tongue,and at length the

earth opened hermouth,and fwallowed himup.

Concerningthe Anabaptiſts, which rofe upabout five hundred yeares

fince, it is evidently knownehow divers wayes Godfcourged and plagued

manyofthem:fome ofthemwere deftroyed bytroupes and by thouſands;

others miferably executed and put to death in divers places, as well for

their monstrous and damnable herefies, as for many mifchiefes and outra-

geswhichthey committed. Byallwhichthings God dothexhibit andfet

beforeour eyes, how deere and precious in his fight the pureneffe of his

holyWord,and the unity of his Church is ; and how carefull and zealous

every one ofus ought tobe in maintainingand upholding thefame : when

as he revengethhimfelfefo fharply upon all thofe thatgoabout topervert

andcorrupt the fincerity thereof,orwhichbe breeders of newfects and di-

vifions among his people.

Paul.Diac.in

Anaft . Hißt.Sa-

bel.45.c.4.

Blasphemy,
Olympus (by office Bishop of Carthage,butby profeffion a favourerand

maintainer ofthe Arrian herefie) being upon a time inthe Bathwashing b. 1. cap.31.

himselfe, heutteredwithan impious mouth, blafphemous words againſt

G 2 the

Atheiſme,

lib.1.cap.25+



Of Heretiques.
The Theatreof

64

Gabibed. lib.3.

the holy Trinity , but athreefold thunderbolt came from above,and ſtroke

him dead inthe fameplace ; teaching himby his paine,and all otherby ex-

perience,what it is toblafpheme the Lord ofHeaven,or with polluted lips

tomention his facred Majefty. This hapned in the yeare ofour Lord God

five hundred and ten,

Cyrilhath recorded unto us of his owne knowledge, à more wonderfull

andadmirable wonder of God upon an Heretique than all the reft, and

fuch anone indeed, as the like (I darefay) was never heard of: Thehiftory

is this ; After the deceaſe of Saint Hierome, there ftood up one Sabinianus a

perverfe and blafphemous fellow, that denied the diftinction of perfons in

the Trinity, and affirmed the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoft,to be

butone diftin& perfon : and to give credit tohis herefie,he wrot a booke of

fuchblafphemies, tending tothe confirmation of the fame, and fathered

itupon Saint Hierome,asbeingthe Author of it. But Silvanus the Bishop

ofNazarenmightilywithftood and reproved him,for depravingfoworthy

a mannowdead ; andofferinghis life for the truth, made this bargain with

Sabinianus, That if Saint Hierome the next day did not by fome miracle te-

ftifiethe falfeneffe of his caufe, he would offerhis throat tothe hangman,

and abide death : but if he did, that thenhe ſhould die. This was agreed

upon by each party, and the day following, both of them accompanied

with great expectation ofthe people, reforted unto the Temple ofIerufa-

lem to decide the controverfic. Now the daywas paft, and no miracle ap-

peared,fo that Silvanuswas commanded toyeeld his necke tothat punish-

mentwhichhimfelte was Author of : which ashe moft willingly and con-

fidentlydid, behold, an Image like to Saint Hierome in fhew, appeared and

ftayed the hangmanshand,whichwas now readyto ftrike and vanishing

forthwith, another miraclefucceeded ; Sabinianuș head fell from his fhoul-

ders, no man ſtriking at it, and his carkaffe remained upon the ground

dead andfenceleffe. Whereatthe peopleamafed,praifing God, clave unto

Silvanus, and abjured Sabinianus herefie. Whence wee may obferve the

wonderfullwifedome of God, both in punishing his enemies, and trying

his childrenwhither theywill ftand tohis Truth or no ; and learne thereby,

neither rafly to meaſure & limit the purpoſes of God,nor yet timorously

to defpaire of help in agood caufe, thoughwefee no means nor likelihood

thereof.

:

Grimoald Kingof Lombardy was infected with the Arrian herefie, for

whichcaufethe Lord puniſhed him with untimely death ; for havingbeen

letbloud, the eleventh day after as he ftrove todraw a bow, he opened the

veineanew,and fobled to death.

Cabades Kingof Perfia, whenhefaw his fonne Phorfuafa addicted tothe

cap.10,11. Maniches, he affembled as many ashe could of that feat into one place,

and there fetting his fouldiers on them, flew them till therewasnotone

left.

Platinofub.

Siricio.7.

Nicep.l27.c.310

Zon.com.3.

Photinus a Gallogræcian, for renuingtheherefie of Hebion,and affirming

Chrift tobe but an excellentman borne naturally by Mary, after the man-

nerofother men,excelling in juftice and morall vertues,was by theEmpe-

rour Valentinianus justly baniſhed.

TheEmperor Iuftinian favouring the herefie ofthe Apthardocites,when

as hegaveout oneEdict whereby Anaftafius the Bishop, and all other that

maintained the truth, ſhould bebanished ; fuddenly he was ſtrokenwith

an
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an inward and invifible plague, which tooke away his life, and foreftalled

hiswicked and cruell determinationfromcomming to the defired effect .

Inall which exampleswe may fee how God doth not onely punish bere.

tickesthemfelves, but also their favorers and fupporters, yea the very pla-

ces and cities wherein they lived and broached theirblafphemies:asby the Pank,Diac.l.j.

deftruction ofAntioch is feene, whichbeinga very finke ofheretickes, was

partly confumedwith fire from Heaven above, in the feventh yeare of Iufti-

nus the Emperor, and partly overthrownewith earthquakesbelow, wherein

Euphrafius theBishop, and manyotherwere deftroyed .

4.1.6.34.

Moreover, befides thofe,there were under Pope Innocent the third, cer-

taine heretickes called Albigenfes, or Albiani, which being poffeffed with

the famefpirit offury that the Maniches were,affirmed that thereweretwo

Gods ; the one good, and another evill : they denied the Refurrection, def-

pifed the Sacraments, and faid that the foules of men after theirfepara- Contempt of

tion, paffed either intohogs,oxen, ferpents, or men,according to their me. theWord,

rits: theywould not fpare to pollute theTemplesappointed forthefervice

of God, with their excrements, and other filthy actions, and to defile the

holy Bibleswith urine, in defpight and contumely. This herefie like an

evillweed, fo grew and increaſed, that thebranches thereofſpread over al-

moſt all Europe ; athouſand cities were polluted therewith ; fo that itwas

high timetocut it fhortbyviolence and thefword,as it was;for theywere

oppreffed with fohugeaflaughter, that an hundred thouſand ofthemwere

flaine,partlybywar,partly by fire,at one time.

Gregory of Tourshath recorded the life and death ofan hereticall Monk

ofBourdeaux, that bythe helpof Magickewrought miracles, and tooke

uponhimthenameand title of Chrift, faying hecould cure diſeaſes, and

reftore thoſe that were paft help byphyficke,unto theirhealths : beewent

attired withgarments madeofgoats haire, and an hood, profeffing an au-

fterity oflife abroad,whereas he plaid the glutton at home ; but at length

his coufenagewas diſcovered, and hewasbanished the city, as a man unfit

for civillfociety.

1.1.6.25,

In the yeare of our Lord God 1204, in the Empire of Otto the fourth,

there was one Almaricus alſothat denied the prefence of Chrift in the Sa-

crament, and faid, that Godfpake aswell inprophane Ovid,as holy Augu

fine:be fcoffed at the doctrine ofthe Refurrection, and esteemed heaven Atheifmes

and hellbut as an old wives fable. Hee being dead, his difciples were

brought forth into a large field neere Paris,and there in the prefence ofthe

French King,degraded and burnt : thedead carkaffe of Almaricus beingta-

kenout of the Sepulchre and burntamongst them, it fell out that whileft

theywere inburning, there arofe fo huge a tempeft, that heaven and earth

feemedtomove out of their places ; wherein doubtleffe the foules of theſe

wicked men feltby experience,that hell was no fable ;but a thing,and fuch

a thing as waited for all fuch rebels against God,as they were.

Anaftafius, Emperour of Conftantinople, being corrupted with thehe

refie of Entiches, published an Edict, wherein all men were commanded

toworship Godnot under three perfons as a Trinity, but as a quaternity,

containingin it foure perfons : and could not byany counfell bebrought

from that devillifherror, but repelled from him divers Bishopswith great

reproach , which came to perfwade him to the contrary : for which

caufenot long after , a flash of lightning from Heaven fuddenly feifed

G
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uponhim, and fo hee perished when he had raigned twenty eight yeares.

Iuftinusthefecond alſo, who after the death of Iuftinian obtained the

Imperiall Crowne, was amanof exceeding pride and cruelty,contemning

poverty, and murthering the Nobility for the most part. In avarice his

defirewasfo infatiate, that he cauſed iron chefts tobe prepared, wherein

he might lockeup that treaſure whichby unjuft exactions he bad extorted

from the people. Notwithstanding all this, he profpered well enoughun-

tillhe fell into the herefie of Pelagius, foone after which, the Lord bereft

him ofhis wits,and fhortly after ofhis life alfo,when he had raigned eleven

yeares.

Mahomet,bybirth an Arabian, and by profeffion one ofthe most mon-

ftrous beretiques that ever lived, began his herefie in the yeare 625. His

off fpringwas out of a bafe ftocke ;for being fatherleffe,one Abdemonoples

a man of thehouſe of Ifmael,boughthim forhis flave,and loved him great-

ly for his favourandwit :for which cauſe he madehim ruler over his mer-

chandiſe and other bufineffe. Now inthe meanewhile oneSergiusa Monk

(flying for herefie into Arabia) inftru&ted himin the herefie ofNeftorius :

awhile after,his Mafterdiedwithout children, and leftbehinde him much

riches, and his wife awidow offifty yeares of age,whom Mahomet married,

and when she died,was madeheire of all her riches . So that now (what for

hiswealthandcunning inMagicke) hewas hadinhighhonouramong the

people. Wherefore (bythe counfell of Sergiu) hee called himfelfethe

great Prophetof God. And fhortly after (whenhis famewas publiſhed)

hedeviſed a Lawand kinde of Religion called Alcaron, wherein he bor-

rowedfomething almoft of all the herefies thatwere before his time:with

the Sabellians he denied the Trinity:with the Manichees he faid there was

buttwopersons in the Deity : he denied the equality of the Fatherwith

the Sonne, with Eunomius ; and faid with Macedone that the Holy Ghoſt

wasacreature ; and approved the community of womenwiththe Nicho-

laits : heborrowed of the lewes circumcifion ; and of the Gentiles much

fuperftition ; andſomewhathetooke of the Chriftian verity,befides many

devilliſh fantafies invented of his ownbraine : thoſe thatobeyed hisLaw,

he called razins. Now after hehad lived intheſe monftrous abuſes forty

yeares, the Lordcuthim off bythe falling fickneffe, which he had diffem-

bled along time, fayingwhenhewas taken therewith, that the AngellG4-

brielappeared untohim, whofe brightneffe he could not behold : butthe

Lordmade that his deftruction , which he imagined would be forhis ho-

nour,and fetting forth his Sect.

Infinite be the examples of the deftru&tion and judgement of private

Heretiques in all ages, and thereforewe will content our felves with them

that be most famous. In theyeare ofour Lord 1561 , and thethird yeare

of the raigneofQueen Elizabeth, therewas in London one William Geffery,

that conftantly avouched a companion ofhis called Iohn Moore to be

Chrift our Saviour , and could not be reclaimed fromthis mad perfwa-

fion , untill hee was whipped from Southwarke to Bedlam , where the

faid Moore meeting him, was whipped alfo , untill they both confef-

fed Chrift to be in Heaven, and themſelves tobe finnefull and wicked

men.

Butmost ftrange it is, how divers fenfible and wife menwere deluded

and carried befide themſelvesbythefubtilty of Satan, in the yeare 1591,

and
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and oftheraigne of Queene Elizabeth 33,the memory whereof is yet fresh

in everymans head and mouth , and therefore I will but brieflytouchthe

fame. EdmandCoppingerand Henry Arthington,two gentlemen,beingaffo

ciated withoneWilliam Hacket, fomtimes a prophane and very leud perfon,

butnow converted in outwardfhew, thoughnot in inward affection , were

fofeducedbyhis hypocriticall behaviour, and the devils extraordinary de-

vifes,thatfrom one point to another they came at laſt to thinke, that this

Hacketwasanointed tobe the Iudge of theworld ; and therefore comming

onedaytoHackets lodging in London, he told them they had binanointed Hypocrifie in

regardof Has

ofthe Holy Ghoft : then Coppinger asked himwhathis pleaſurewas to be ker,41.c.226

done : Goeyour way (faithhe) and proclaime in the city,that Chrift leſus

is comewith his fanne in hishand tojudgethe earth: and iftheywill not

beleeve it, let them comeand kill me, if they can. Then Coppinger anfwe-

red, it should be done forthwith ; and thereupon (like mad men) he and

Arthington ranne into the streets, and proclaimed their meffage aforefaid :

and whenby reafon ofthe concourſe of people they could not proceed any

further, theygotup intotwoempty carts in Cheape, crying, Repent, repent,

forChrift Iefus is come tojudge the world: and then pulling a paper out of his

bofome, he read out of it many things touching the office and callingof

Hacket,how he reprefented Chriftby taking part of his glorified body,&c.

Befides, they called themſelves his Prophets, one of Ïuſtice, another of

Mercy. And thus thefe fimple menwere ftrangely deceived by a miracu-

lous illufion of Satan, whonodoubt by ftrange apparitions had brought

them into this vaineconceit. But let us obferve the end of it;it was thus :

thewholecity being in amaze,tookeHacket, the breeder of this deviſe,and

arraigning him beforethe Major and other Iuftices, found him guilty as

wellof this feditious practiſe, as of ſpeaking traiterous words against the

Queene: wherefore he was fhortly after hangedon agibbet in Cheapfide,

counterfeiting tohis laft his old devifes, and at length uttering horrible

blafphemies against the Majefty of God. As for his Prophets, Coppinger

died the next day in Bridewell, and Arthington was kept in prifon, upon

hope ofrepentance.

CHAP XX.

ofHypocrites.

S God is a Spirit and Truth, fohewill beworshipped

intruthof spirit and affection , and not in hypocrific

and diffimulation : forwhich caufe he commandeth

us by the mouth ofMofes, inthe fixthand tenth chap-

tersof Deuteronomy, To love and honour himwithall our

heart , with all our foule , and all our ftrength : which

hypocrites are ſo farre from doing, thattheyhaveno-

thing in them but avaine fhewof coyned religion, and fo bythat means

breake the first commandement ; thinking tobleare Gods eyeswith their

outward thewesand ceremonies, as if he were like men,to fee nothingbut

that which is without, and offereth it felfe to the view ; but it is quitecon-

trary
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trary : for it is he thatdefcryeth the heart, and fearchethout all the corners

thereof,to feewhat truth and fincerity is therein, and therefore hateth and

detefteth all hypocrifie, and abhorreth all fuch fervice as is performed on-

ly for faſhion fake, or in regardof men: as appeareth by the reproofes and

checkes which the Prophet Efay denounceth against the hypocrites of his

time : who made fhew of honouring God, but it was but with their lips

and vaine and frivolous ceremonies, not in truth of heart and affection : fo

our Saviour Chrift thundred out his curfes against the Scribes and Pha-

rifees with the judgements and vengeance of God for their hypocrifie.

Withthis finnewas Balaam that wicked Prophet, upon whom God be.

ftowed acertaine gift of prophecy, infe&ted : forwhen King Balac fentfor

himto curfe the Ifraelites, he made as thoughhewould not enterpriſeany

thingcontrary to the will of God, as if he had him in great reverence and

eftimation :nevertheleffe being allured and enticed by the golden prefents

whichwere ſenthim , he deſpiſed Gods commandement, and diſcovered

his ownefecret impiety,and becameanhired flave and enemy to the people

of God :but as hewas in journey towards him, there happened a ftrange

and prodigious thing ; an Angell methim bytheway with a naked fword

in his band ready to hew him in pieces : whom when he himselfe being

blindedwith covetoufneffe as with a vaile,could not perceive, his affe faw

and was afraid ; and that which was more ſtrange, the poore bruit and

dumbe beaſt ſpeaking in anew language like a man, reproved his maſters

madneffe. Whereat he being fore amafed, and notwithſtandingallthe

affes humblingbefore the Angell, yet purfued his unhappyjourney, to his

eternall fhameand confufion, as one ofan obftinate and heardened heart

forhewas forced bythe Spirit of God tobleffethofewhom hehad purpo-

fed to curfe ; and yet further difcovering his bypocrifie and envious difpo-

fition, hewas the cauſe why the Ifraelites provoked the wrath of God

against themſelves, throughthe pernicious and deceivable counfellwhich

he gave to the Madianites;forwhich caufe hehimselfewasin the end flain.

In this range may weplace Geefie, Elizeus fervant, who being as it were

the Diſciple and profeft follower bothof his Mafters life and doctrine,the

true Propet of God, bywhomfor the further affurance and confirmation

ofthegrace and bleffing of God, he had feen many notable and excellent

miracleswrought ; yet notwithstanding was not true of heart, but drawne

afide by defire of lucre,that caufed him fecretly (unwitting to his mafter)

to runne afterNaaman the Syrian inhis mafters name, for the money and

apparel! which his mafterhadbefore refufed: andfuppofing his knavery to

befo hidden that it could notcome to light,God diſcovered and pulled off

his vifard,and punished as wellthedeed,as the maner ofdoing hereof,upon

him and his pofterity,with a perpetuall leprofie.

i

Saint Luke inthe first chapter ofthe Acts doth at large defcribe the

hypocrifieof Ananias and Saphira, who that they might feeme zealous to

Godward, and charitable toward the Saints, having fold a certaine poffef-

fion,under pretence of giving the price thereof amongthe poore,retained

covertly acertaine portion of it to their owneufe, being fo impudent asto

lyeuntothe Holy Ghostthe Prefident of the Church, and founder of all

fecrets : butbeingattached bythe mouth ofPeter ,a juft and fearfull judge-

ment of God fell on them both, even their fudden death atthe Apostles

feet,one after another.

Nicephorus
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Nicephorus telleth of one Philip,the first Emperour that undertooke the

name and profeffionof Chrift ; but by the report of other writers, it pro-

ceeded not from any zeale ofReligion, or feare of God,but only to the in-

tent to counterfeit a kinde of honefty, and cover his foule vices and cruel-

ties under the cloake of Religion. But God quickly efpied and puniſhed

his deephypocrifie ; forbefore he had raigned full five yeares, bothhe and

his fonwere flain at Verona byhis men ofwar.Letus learn then this leffon,

bythefe examples to carry our felves in all pureneffe, fincerity, and good

confcience before God ; that ourthoughts,words, and deeds, being eftran-

ged from all hypocrifie, and diffimulation, may be agreeable and accepta-

ble in his fight.

Vol2ܝ
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Moreover, evenas hypocrifiecan winde and infinuate her felfe intothe

pureand fincerefervice of God, as hath been declared; fo doth the play her

part with no leffe bravery and oftentation infuperftition and idolatry : for

the truthwhereof(before I proceed further) I will fet downe a hiſtory not

altogether unworthy the reading and remembring. Two hundred yeares Enguerran de

arenot yet paft, fince therewas in the raigne of Charles the feventh,King of Monftr.

France, a certaine preaching Frier of Britaine, called Frier Thomas, who

byhis diffemblingcuftomes and brags, under pretence of a certaine refor-

mation ofmanners, fo mightily deceived the whole world , that every

where hewasreputed for an holy man. This Frier puffed upwith agreedy

defire of vaine-glory, ufed to goe from townetotowne, and from countrey

tocountrey, finding exceeding honourable entertainment in every place;

which hetookeverywillingly , and thathe might ride at the more eafe, he

gothim a little young Mule, that wouldgoe very foftly ; and inthisfort

appointed,hewas accompanied withdivers of his owne Order, andmany

other Difciples thatwent for the most part on foot by him : the people

flocked from all quarters to feehim , yea, and manywere fobefotted, as to

forfake their fathers, mothers, wives,and children,to attend upon this holy

man. Alwaieswhen hee came neere to any city, the Burgeffes,and Gentle-

men, and Clergy,with one confent came forth tomeet him, doinghim as

much reverence (faith mine Author) as they would have done to one of

Chriſts Apostles if hewere alive. Hee was verywell content, that honou-

rable perfonages, as Knights and fuch others, beingon foot, ſhould hold

his Mule by the bridle, to be in ftead of pages and lacquies to lead him

intothetownes. His entrance into every citywaswithgreatpompe and

magnificence, and his lodging provided at the richeſt and ſtatelieft Bur-

geffes houfe. Now that hemight the better play his part, they prepared

him inthebeft and convenienteft places in the city, a fcaffold richlyhung

andgarnished, upon the which his cuftomewas first to ſay Maffe, thento

begin his Sermon ; wherein hee ripped upthevices of
every eftate, but

reprovedefpecially the Clergies enormities, becauſe of their concubines

andwhores which they maintained : wherein hedid fay nothingbut that ~

whichwasgood and lawfull ; but in the fame be uſed no difcretion, but

joyned madneffe and facriledge with his Monkish nature, in ftirringup

little childrento exclaime uponwomen for their attyre, promifing certaine

dayes of pardon to them, as if he had been agod : fo that Ladies and Gen-

tlewomenwere inforced tolay afide for a feafontheir accuſtomed trinkets.

Moreover alfo, towards the end of his Sermons hee commanded to be

broughtuntohim their Cheffe-boords, Cards, Dice, Nine- pins, and fuch

other

1
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other trash, whichhe openlythrew intothe fire, to be burned before them

all . And that he might give more ftrength and credit to this his paltryrif-

raffe, he cauſedthe men andwomentobe divided on each fide, with a line

drawnebetwixtthem,as in aTennis court,and bythis means hedrewtoge-

ther fomtimes twenty thousand perfons : fo ready and zealous is and ever

bathbeentheworld to follow after fuch hypocriticall deceivers, rather

thanthe true preachers of Gods Word.

But let us heare the iffue of this holy hypocrite , it was thus :Whenhe

had in theforenamed fort traverfed as well France as Flanders;it took him

in the headto paffe the mountaines, and vifit Rome ; imagining that itwas

nohard matter to obtaine the Popeſhip, feeingthat in all places wherehe

went, there was equall honour given unto him : or ifhe ſhould faile of

thathope, yet at leaſt the Pope and his Cardinals would entertainehim

honourably, but it happened farre ſhort of his expectation : for Popes'are

notfoprodigall oftheir honours, todoe anyfuch reverence to a poorefilly

Monke, but arevery niggards and fparing thereof even towards Kings ; fo

farte arethey from leaving their Thronesof Majefty to any other : neither

muft wethinke that the Pope cared greatly for all thofe trickes and quid-

dities of Frier Thomas, feeinghe himselfe is the onely merchant of fuch

traſh. When he was arrived at Rome, Pope Eugenius ſeeing that he came

not accordingtocuftome, to kiffe his holineffe feet, fent for him twife,and

understanding that he refufed to come, and thathe feigned himfelfe to be

evill ateafe, fent his Treaſurer, but not to impart tohim any treaſure, buc

toapprehend andattachehim. TheFrier nowperceiving that enquirywas

madefor him, and that theywere at his chamberdore, leapt out at awin-

dow,thinkingby thatmeanstoeſcape ; buthewas quicklytaken prisoner

bythe Treaſurers fervants, waiting before the dore, and brought before

the Confiftory ofCardinals : Law proceeded againsthim,bydoomwhere

of, thoughnoerroneous opinions could be proved against him, hewasad-

judged to the ſtake tobe burned for an Hereticke : but it was fufficientto

makehimguilty, becauſehedefamed the Priefts in his Sermons, and had

fpokenfobroadly of their Goffips, and hadbeenfo bold to ufurpe theau-

thorityof giving pardons, which the Popes claimefor a priviledge oftheir

owne See;and befides, had made no more account of him that is apetty

god on earth, but had done all theſe things without his leave and licence :

itwasa hard matter to be endured of the Bishops of Rome, thata filly

Monke fhould fo intermeddlewith their affaires, and ſhould derogate any

whitfrom their fupremacy, feeing that they quit themſelves fo well with

Kings and Emperours, and can atevery fleight occafion makethem foup:

neither is it tobe doubted, but that Pope Eugenius was very jealous of the

honourwhich Frier Thomas attained unto in every place, and fearefull left

his prefence mightdifturbe his prefent eftate. By this means God, who

ufeth all inftruments for hisowne purpoſe, and can directevery particular-

to the performing ofhis will,did punish and correct the hypocrifie ofthis

Monke, thatfeemed tobeholy andwife,being indeed nothingbutfoolish,

ftubborne,and ambitious.

Moreover , most notable was the hypocrifie of two counterfeit holy

Maids oneof Kent in England,called Elizabeth Barton;the otherofFrance,

calledIoane la Pucelle : theformer of which, bythe procurement and infor-

mationofone RichardMafter, Parfon of Aldington, and Edward Bocking

Doctor
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Doctor ofDivinity, a Monke ofCanterbury, anddivers others,counter-

feited fuchmanner of trances anddiftortions in her body, with theutte-

ringofdiverscounterfeit vertues and holy words,tendingto the rebuke of

finne, and reproving fuch new opinions as therebegan to fpread, that ſhee

woon great credit amongst the people , and drewafter her a multitudeof

favourites ; befides, fhe would prophecy of things to come, as that fhee

fhould behelped of herdiſeaſe by none butthe Image ofour Lady in Al-

dington ; whitherbeing brought,the appeared tothe people tobe fudden-

ly relieved from her fickneffe; by meanes ofwhichhypocriticall diffimula-

tion fhewas brought intomarvellous eftimation, not onlywiththecom-

monpeople, but with divers greatmen alfo, infomuchthat a bookwas put

in print, touchingher fained miracles and revelations. Howbeit, not con-

tent to deludethe people, thebegan alfoto meddle with the King himself,

Henrythe eight ;faying, That ifhe proceeded to bedivorced from his wife

QueeneKatherine, he thould not remaineKingone month after, and inthe

reputation ofGod not one day : for which and manyother tricks practiſed

byher,the with her complices was arraignedofhigh treafon,and after con-

feffion ofall her knavery,drawn from theTowertoTyburne,and there han-

ged;the holy maidens head being fetupon London bridge, and theotheron

certaine gates ofthe City.

The other named la Pucella de Dieu,marvellously deluded with her coun-

terfeit hypocrifie, Charles thefeventh, King ofFrance, and all thewholeStow Chron,

FrenchNation ; infuch fort, that fomuch credit was attributed untoher,

that fhewas honoured as a Saint, and thought to be fent ofGodtothe aide

ofthe French King. Byher meanes Orleance waswoon from the English,

and manyother exploits atchieved, which ( tobe fhort ) I will referrethe

Readeruntothe French Chronicles, where they fhall finde her admirable

knavery at largediſcovered. But touching herend, it was onthis fort:as fhe

marchedonhorfebake tothe towne of Champaigne, to remove the fiedge,

wherewith itwasguirtby the Duke of Burgoine and other of the English

Captaines,Sir John Leupembrough,a Burgonian Knight,tooke her alive,and

conveyed hertothe City ofRoan, wherethefaigning her felfewith child,

whenthe contrarywas knowne,was condemned and burnt. Andthus thefe

two holywomen, that in a diverfe kind mockedthe people of Englandand

France bytheir hypocrifie, by the juſtice ofGod came to deferved deftru-

&ions.

CHAP. XXI.

OfConjurers, andEnchanters.

F God by his firft Commandement hath enjoyned every

one ofus to love,ſerve,and to cleave unto him alone inthe

conjuction and unity of a true faith and hope unremo-

vable, there is no doubt but he forbiddethonthe other

fide thatwhich is contrary to this forefaid duty, and here-

in eſpecially that accurfed familiarity which divers mife-

rablewretches havewith that lying Spirit, the Father oferrour, bywhoſe

delufions and fubtilty theybufiethemſelves in the ſtudy of forceries and

enchantments,
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Lev.19.31.

20.27.

x Sam.15.

Ifa.8,19,20.

A&ts 19.19.

"

enchantments, whereupon it is forbidden the Ifraelites in the nineteenth

ofLeviticus, to turne after familiar fpirits, or to feeke to Soothsayers to

be defiled by them : and themoretowithdrawthemfrom this damnable

crime, in the Chapter following there is a threat fet downe against it in

manner of aCommandement, That if either man orwomanhave a spirit of

divination orfoothfaying in them, theyshoulddye the death,theyfhouldstone then's

Exod.22.18 . to death, their bloudfhouldbe upon them : fointhetwoand twentiethofExo-

dus, the Law of God faith, Thou shalt not ſuffer aWitchto live : andMofes

followingthefameſteps, giveth an expreffe charge in the eighteenth of

·Deut. 19.10,11 . Deuteronomy,againft this finne,faying, Letnonebefound amongthee that ufeth

witchcraft,nor that regardeththe Clouds or times,nor aSorcerer, or a Charmer, or

that counfelleth with a Spirit , or a teller of Fortunes, or that asketh counfell ofthe

dead,for all that doefuchthings are abhomination unto the Lord.And therefore

this finne, I Sam . ver.15. is reputed amongst the moſt hainous and enor-

mous finnes that can be: Whenthey shallsay unto you ( faiththe Prophet)

Enquire at them that have aSpirit ofDivination, andat the Soothsayer,which

whispersandmurmures : anfwer,Shouldnot apeople enquire at their God ? from

theliving to the dead? To the Law, andtotheTestimony ? Wherefore it was a

commendable thing, and worthy imitation, when they that had received

the Faith by Pauls preaching, having ufed curious Arts, as Magicke and

fuch like, being touchedwiththe feare ofGod, brought their bookes, and

burnedthembefore all men, although the price thereof amountedtofifty

thousand pieces of filver, which by Budeushis fupputation arifethto five

thouſand French Crownes The Councels, as that ofCarthage, and that

other of Conftantinople, pt thefecond timeinthefuburbs, utterly con-

demnedthe practicesofall Conjurers and Enchanters. Thetwelve Tables

in Rome adjudged to punifhments thofe that bewitched the ſtanding

corne. And for the Civill Law, this kind is condemned bothbythe Law

Iuliaand Cornelia. In like mannerthe wifeft Emperours(thoſe I mean that

attained tothe honour ofChriftianity) ordained divers Edicts and Prohi-

bitions, undervery fharp andgrievous punishments, against all fuch villa-

ny :as Conftantine in the ninth book of the Cod.tit . 18.enacted,That whofo-

ever fhould attempt any actionby Art Magicke, against the fafety ofany

perfon or fhouldbring in or ftir up any man, to makehim fall intoany

mifchiefeor riotous demeanour, fhould fuffer a grievous puniſhment : in

the fifth Lawhe forbiddeth every man to aşke counfell at Witches , or to

ufe the helpe of Charmers and Sorcerers, under the paineof death. Let

them (faith heinthe fixthLaw) be throwne to wildbeafts to be devoured,

that by conjuring or the helpe of familiar fpirits go about to kill either

their enemies, or any other. Morcover in the feventh Law hewilleth, that

not fo muchas his ownecourtiers andfervants, ifthey were found faulty in

this crime, fhould be fpared, but feverely punished ; yet nevertheleffe,

many of this age gave themſelves over to this filthy finne, without either

feare of God, or refpect of Law: fome through a foolish and dangerous

curiofity, others through the overruling of their owne vile and wicked

affections, and athird fort, troubledwiththe terrours of an evill confci-

ence, defire to know what ſhall befall and happen unto them in the

end.

Thus Saal the firft Kingof Lfraelbeing troubled in himselfe, and terri-

fedwiththe army of the Philiftims that came against him, wouldneeds

foreknow
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foreknow his owne fortune, and the iffue of this doubtfull warre. Now

whereas beforewhileft he performed the dutyof agood King, and obeyed

the commandement ofGod, hee had cleanfed his Realme ofWitches and

Enchanters ; yet is henowfo mad as to make themferve his owne turn,and

to use theircounfels inhis extremity;adding this wickedneffe tothe num-

ber ofhis other great fins, that the meaſure thereof might be full : hewent

therefore to aWitch to feeke counſell, who cauſed a Devill to appeare

and fpeakeuntohim in the fhape of Samuel , and foretellhimof ( Gods

juft judgement upon his wickedneffe ) his utter and finall ruine and de-

ftru&tion.
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Anexample not muchunlike unto this in the event, but most like in Bucban.verume

practife, wee finde recorded of Natholicus,the oneand thirtieth King ofthe Scot.lib.4 .

Scots : who, afterhe had unjustly ufurped the Crowne and Scepter, and

inftalled himselfe by muchbloudfhed intothe Throneof the Kingdome,

by open intrufion, and no apparent fhew of right, fought by the fame

means to confirme and eſtabliſh the Kingdome unto him : Andtherefore

(as wickedneffe is alwaies accompanied with fufpition and feare) hee fent

oneofhistruftieft friends toaWitch, to enquire of things to come, both

whatfucceffe heſhould have in his Kingdome,and alfohow longhe should

live : theWitchanſwered, That he ſhould not live long, but ſhould ſhort-

lybemurtbered, not by his enemy, but by his familiar friend : when the

Meffenger urged inftantly ofwhom ; the answered, of him : hee deteſting

herat firft, and abhorring the thought of any fuch villany, yet at length

confidering that it was not fafe todiſcloſe the Witches anſwer, and onthe

other fide, that it could not be concealed, refolved for his moft fecurity,

rather tokill theTyrant, with the favour of many, than to fave him alive

with the hazard of his owne head. Therefore as foone as hewas returned

home,being infecret alone with the King, to declare untohimtheWit-

ches anfwer,he flew him fuddenly, and gave him his juft deſert, both for

hishorriblecruelty, and wicked forcery. Let all them that make nocon-

fcience of running toWitches, eitherfor their loft goods , or for recovery

of their owne or friends health, remember this example either for their

inftruction to amend, or for their terrour, if they continue that devilliſh

pra&ife.

Plutarch inthe life of Romulus reporteth of one Cleomedes, a manin pro- Plut. Rom.

portion of body, and cruell practifes, huge andgyant-like : who for that

hewas thecaufe of thedeath ofmany little children, andwaspurſued by

the parents of thoſe dead infants, who fought to be revenged on him for

that cruell part, he hid himfelfe in a coffer, clofing the lid faft to him : but

when the Coffinwas brokenup, the Conjurer was not therein,neitheralive

nor dead, butwas tranſported bythe malitious ſpirit the Devill, to a place

of greatertorment.

Antient Hiftories make mention of one Pifo, a man of credit and au- Tacit.

thorityamongthe Romanes, whom the Emperour Tiberius gave untohis

fonne Germanicus for an help and counsellor in the mannagingof his af-

faires in Afia, fowellwashe perfwaded both of his fufficiency , courage,

and loyaltytowards him. It chanced a whileafter, that hewas fufpected

tohavebewitched todeatq thefaid Germanicus : the fignes and markes of

which fufpitionwere, certainedead mens bones digged out of the earth

with diverscharmes and curſes, and Germanicusname engraven in tables of

܂ܐ
H lead,
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lead, and fuch like trashwhichWitches ufe to murther men withall, were

foundwithhim. Whereupon Tiberius himselfe accuſed him of that crime;

butwould not have the ordinary Iudges to fit upon it, but by fpeciall pri

viledge committed the enquiry thereof unto the Senate. Pifo,when every

manthought he was preparing himself for his defence against themorrow

(like awifeman to prevent allmiſchiefes) was found dead the day before,

havinghis throat cut, and,as most likelihood was, finding himselfe guilty

of the fact, and too weake to overweigh the other fide, foreftalled the

infamyof a moft ſhamefull death, by killing himfelfe ; although there

be that fay, that the Emperour fent one ofpurpoſe todiſpatchhiminthis

Lib.3.cap.4.

manner.

OlausMagnus telleth of one Metlotin,a noble Magitian in old time, that

Of the Nor- by his delufions did fo deceive and blinde the poore ignorant people, that
thernepeople. they accounted him not onely for fome mighty man, but rather for fome

Refer this alfo demygod ; and intoken of the honour and reverence they barehim, they
to41.6.24.

Chap.18. ofthe

offered up facrifices unto him,which he refufed not ; but at last his knave-

:

ries and coufenages being laid open, they killed himwhombefore they fo

much eſteemed and becauſe his dead carkaffewith filthy ftinke infected

the approachers,they digged it up,andbroached it uponthe end of a ſtake,

to be devoured of wild beafts.

Another called Hollere (as the fame Author witneffeth) plaid the like

forefaid book. tricks in abufingthe peoples minds as ftronglyas the other did, infomuch

that hewas reputed alfofor agod : for hejoyned withhis craft,ftrength and

power to make himfelfe ofgreater authority intheworld. Whenhe lifted

to paffe over the fea,be uſed noother ſhipbut a bone figured with certaine

charmes,whereby hewastranfported, as ifboth fayles andwind hadhelped

and drivenhim forwards ; yet his inchanted bonewas not ofpowertoſave

him from being murthered of his enemies.

OlansMagnus.
The fame Author writeth, That in Denmarkethere was one Otto a great

Rover and Pyrat by fea, who uſed likewife to paffe the feas without the

helpof fhip or any other veffell, and funke and drowned all his enemies

with thewaves, whichby his cunning he ftirred up : but at last his cunning

practiſewas over reached byone more expert inhis art than himſelfe, and

as hehadſerved others, fo washe himſelfe ferved,even ſwallowed up ofthe

waves.

Therewas a Conjurer at Saltzburg, that vaunted thathe could gather to

gether all the ferpantswithin half a mileround about into a ditch,and feed

them and bring them up there : and being about the experiment, behold,

the old and grand ferpentcame inthe while, whichwhileft he thought by

the forceof his charmes tomake to enterinto theditch amongthe reft, be

fetuponand inclofed himround about like a girdle fo ftrongly, that bee

drew him perforce into the ditchwithhim, wherehe miferablydied.Mark

here the wages of fuchwicked mifcreants, that as they make it their occu-

pation to abuſe fimple folke, they are themſelves abuſed and coufened of

the Devill,who is a finer jugler than them all.

It was a very lamentable fpectacle that chanced to the Governour

of Mafcona Magitian, whom the Devill fnatched up indinner while, and

boifted aloft, carryinghimthree times about the towne of Maſcon inthe

HugodeCluni, prefence of many be holders, to whomhe cried on this manner, Help,help,

myfriends ;fo that thewhole towne ftood amafed thereat, yea andthe re-

membrance
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membrance of this ftrange accident fticketh at this day faft inthe minds

ofall the inhabitants of this country;and they fay, that this wretch having

given himfelfe to the Devill, provided ftore of holy bread(as they call it)

whichhe alwaies carried aboutwith him, thinkingthereby tokeephimfelf

from his clawes ; but it ferved him to ſmall ftead, as his end declared.

About the yeare 1437, Charles the feventh beingKing of France , Sir

Gyles of Britaine, Lord of Rais, andhigh Conftable ofFrance, was accu-

fed (bythe report of Enguerran de Monftrelet) for having murthered many

infants andwomenwith childe, to the number of eightfcore or more ,with v2.

whoſe bloud he either writ or cauſed tobe writtenbooks full ofconjurati-

ons, hopingby that abhominablemeans toattaine to high matters : but it

happened cleane croffe and contrary to his expectation and practife ; for

being convinced of thofe horrible crimes (itbeing Gods will, that fuch

groffe and palpable finnes fhould not go unpunished) hewas adjudged to

be hanged andburned to death, which was alfo accordingly executed at

Nantes,by the authority ofthe Duke ofBritaine.

Iohn Francis Picus ofMirand faith, Thathe conferred divers times with

many, who being inticed with a vaine hope of knowing things to come,

wereafterwards fogrievously tormented by the Devill (with whomthey

had made fome bargain) that they thought themſelves thrife happy ifthey

efcaped with their lives. He faith moreover, That therewas in his time a

certaine Conjurer that promifed a too curious and no greatwife Prince,to

prefent unto himupon a ftage the fiege of Troy, and Achilles, and Hector

fightingtogether as they didwhen theywere alive ; buthe could not per-

formehis promife for anotherfport and ſpectacle morehideous and ougly

tohis perfon ; for he was taken away alive by a Devill, infuch fort,that he

wasneverafterward heard of.

Inourownememorythe Earle of Apremont and his brother Lordof

Orne,were made famous, and in every mans mouth, for their ftrange and

prodigious feats, wherein they were fo unreafonably diffolute and vaine-

glorious, that fometime they made it their sport and pastime to breake

downe all the windowes about the castle Afpremont, where they kept

(which lyeth in Lorraine twomiles from Saint Michael) and threw them

piecemeale intoa deep Welltoheare them cry plumpe : but this vaine ex-

ceffe prefaged a ruine and deftruction tocome, as well upon their houſe,

whichat this prefent lyeth defolate and ruinous in many respects, as upon

themſelves,that finished theirdaies inmifery one after another,as we ſhall

now underſtand of the one the Lord of Orne : as for the Earle, how hee

died, fhall more at large be declared elſewhere. Now it chanced, that as

the Lord of Orne was of moft wicked and cruell conditions, fohee had

an evill favoured looke, anfwerable to his inclination and name, tobe a

Conjurer : thereport that went of his cruelty was this, Thatupon a time

he put the Baker (one of his fervants, whofewifehe ufed fecretly to enter-

taine) into a tun, which he cauſed to be rowled from the top ofahill, into

thebottome, fometimesas high as a pike, as the place gave occafion ; but

bythe great mercyof God, notwithstandingall this, this poore manfaved

his life. Furthermore, it was a common report, thatwhen any Gentlemen

or Lordscameto feehim, theywere entertained (as theythought) veryho

nourably,beingferved with all fort of moftdainty faire and exquifite dis

fhes, as ifhe had not fpared to make them the best cheere that might be :

H 2 but
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but at their departure, they that thought themſelves well refreshed, found

their ftomacke empty and almoft pined for want of food, having neither

eaten nor drunk any thing fave in imagination only;and it is tobe thought,

that their horfes found nobetter fare than their mafters. It happened one

day that a certaine Lord being departed from his houfe, one of his men ha-

ving left fomethingbehind, returned to the Caftle,and entring fuddenly

into the hallwhere they dined but a little before, he efpied a Munky bea-

tingthe mafter of the houfethathad feafted them of late, very fore. And

there be others that fay, that hehathbeen ſeen through thechink of adore

lyingon a tableupon his belly all at length, and a Munkey ſcourging him

very ſtrangely ; towhomhe fhould fay, Let me alone, let me alone, wilt

thou alwaies torment methus ? And thushe continued a long time:but at

length after he had madeaway all his fubftance, he was brought to fuch

extremity,that being deftitute ofmaintenance, and forfaken of all men,he

wasfain(forwantofa better refuge) tobetake himselfe tothe Hofpitall of

Paris, whichwas his laft Manfion houfe,wherein hedied. See here tohow

pittifull and miferable an end this man fell ; that havingbeen eſteemed

amongst the Mighties of this world, for making no more account of God,

and for following the illufions of Satan(the common enemy ofmannkdi)

becamefopooreandwretched as to dye in an Hoſpitall among Cripples

andBeggars.

It is not long fince there was in Lorraine a certaine man called Coulen,

that was over much given to this curfed Art:amongſt whofe tricks this was

one tobewondred at;that hewould fufferharquebufes or piftols tobe ſhot

at him ,and catchtheir bullets in his hand without receivingany hurt: but

upon a certaintime one ofhis fervants being angry withhim,hot him fuch

aknockwithapiftoll (notwithſtanding all his great cunning) that he killed

him therewith.

Moreover, it is worthy tobe obferved, That within theſetwohundred

yeares hitherto, more Monks and Priefs have been found given over to

thefe abhominations and devillifhneffes, than of all other degrees ofpeo-

ple whatſoever, as it is declared in the fecond volume ofEnguerran de Mon-

ftralet moke at large : where he maketh mention of a Monke that used to

practife his forceries in the top of a tower of an Abbey, lying neere to

Longin upon Marne, where the Devils prefented themſelves tobe at his

commandement :and this was in the raigne ofCharles the fixth. In the

famebooke it is recorded, That in the raigne of Charles the feventh, one

MafterWilliam Ediline Doctor in Divinity, and Prior of Saint Germaine

inLay, having been an Auguftine Frier, gave himfelfe tothe Devill for

his pleaſure, even tohave his will of a certainwoman : hewas uponatime

ina placewherea Synagogue of people were gathered together ; whereto

the end thathe might quickly be(as hehimselfe confeffed he took abroom

androde uponit.He confeffed alfothat he haddon homage to that enemy

Afweer kiffe ofGod, the Devill , who appeared unto him in theshapeof a fheep, and

made himkiffehis binderparts, as he reported. For which caufes heewas

placed upon a fcaffold, and openlymade to weare a paper containinghis

owne faults, and afterwards plotted to live prifoner all the reft of his life

ladenwith yrons,in theBishop ofEureux his houfe,whichwas accordingly

executed. This happened inthe yeare 1453.

doubtleffc.

Inthe raigne of the fame King, 1457, there wasa certaine Curate ofa

village
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village necre to Soiffons, who torevenge himſelfe of a Farmer that retai-

ned from him the tenths which were appointed to the Knights of the

Rhodes, wentto a Witch, ofwhom he received in gift a fat toad inan ear-

thenpot, which hehadalongwhile fed and brought up, which the com-

manded him to baptife ; as he alfo did, and called it bythe name of John :

albeit I tremble to recite fomonftrous andvile a fact , yet that every man Contempt of

Sacraments,

might fee how deadly befotted thofe fort of people are that give them- Lib.1.cap.34.

felves overto Satan,andwith what power of errour heoverwhelmeth them ,

and befide, how full of malice this uncleaneſpirit is, that as it were in de-

fpight of God, would prophane the holy Sacrament of Baptifme. This

good holy Curate, after he had confecrated the holy hoft, gave italfoto

the toade toeat, and afterward reftored it to the Witch again,whokilling

the toade, and cutting it in pieces, with other fuch like forceries, caufed

a youngwench to carry it fecretly into the Farmers houfe,and to put itun-

der the table as theywere at dinner ; whereupon immediately the Farmer

and his children that were at the table fell fuddenly ficke, and three dayes

afterdied the Witch her felfebeing detected, was burned, but the Cu-

ratefuffered onely a little impriſonment inthe Bifhop of Paris houfe, and

that not long forwhatwithfriendſhip and moneyhe was foone delivered .

Freifard, who was Treaſurer and Canom of Chymay, reportech ofano .

ther Curate in the countrey ofBeare (under Charles the feventh) that had

a familiar fpirit which hee called Orthen whofe helpe hee uſed tothe

difturbance of the Lord of Coroffe, by caufing a terrible noife to bee

heardeverynightbyhim and his fervants in his caftle , becauſe the ſaid

Lord withheld his tythes from him, and converted them to his owne

ule .

:

In the yiare 1530, at Nuremburga certaine Prieftftudied Art Magick, wierns.

andbeingverycovetous of gold and filver, theDevill (whom hee ſerved)

fhedhim througha Chryftall certaine treaſures hidden in the city : heby

and by (greedy of this rich prey) went to that part ofthe citywhere hee

fuppofed it tohave lien buried : and being arrived at the place, with a com-

panionwhom he brought tothis pretty paftime, fell a fearchingand dig-

gingupa hollow pit,untill he perceived a cofferthat lay inthebottome of

the hole,with agreat blacke dog lying by it : whither hewas no ooner en-

tred, but the earth fell downe and filled up the hole,and(mothered and cru-

fhedhim to death.So this poore Prieftwas entrapped and rewarded byhis

mafternootherwifethanhe deferved ; but otherwife than he expected or

lookedfor.

&G.
Howbeit they are not onely fimple Priefts and Friers that dealewith Nazeler.vine.

thefe curfed Arts, but even Popes themselves. Silvefter the fecond(as Pla-

tina and others report) was firft a conjuring Frier, and gave himselfe tothe

Devilluponconditionhemight be Pope, as he was indeed ; and having

obtained his purpoſe,as it feemed he began earnestly to defire to knowthe

daywhereinhe ſhould die : which alfohis Schoolmafterthe Devill revea.

led untohim, but under fuch doubtfull tearmes, that he dreamed in his

foolish conceit, of immortality, and that he should neverdie. It chanced

ona time ashe was finging Maffe at Rome in a Temple called Ierufalem

(whichwas the place affigned him to die in)and not Ierufalem in Paleſtina

( as he made himfelfe falfly to beleeve,he heard agreat noiſe ofDevils that A not worth

cameto fetch him away (note that this was done in Maffe while) whereat the noting.

}

H 3
he
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he being terrified and tormented , and feeing himfelfe not able anyway

to eſcape, hee defired his people to rend his body in pieces after his death,

and lay it upon a charriot , and let horfes draw it whither they would ;

whichwas accordingly performed : for as foone as hewas dead,the pie-

ces of his carkaffewere carried out of the Church of Laterane bythe wic

ked fpirit, whoas he ruled him in life, ſo hewas the chiefe in his death and

funerals.

Benno Balleus. Bylike means cameBenedict the ninth tothe Popedome, for hewas a de-

teſtable Magitian ; and in the ten yeares whereinhewas Popehaving com-

mitted infinite villanies and miſchiefs,was at laft by his familiar friend the

Devill ftrangled to death in a forreft,whither he wentto apply himfelfe the

more quieter to his conjurings .

Bal,

Luftrium.

Gregory the fixth, fcholler to Silvefter, as great aconjurer as his maſter,

wrought much miſery in his time, butwas at laſt baniſhed Rome, and en-

dedhis life in mifery in Germany.

John thetwo and twentieth, being of no better difpofition than theſe we

havespoken of, butfollowing judiciall aftrology,fed himfelfewithavain

hope of long life, whereofhe vaunted himselfe among his familiars, one

day abovethe reft at Viterbum, in achamberwhich he had lately builded,

faying,that he should live a greatwhile, hewas affured ofit : prefentlythe

floore brake fuddenly in pieces, and he was found feven daies aftercrushed

to pieces under the ruines thereof. All this notwithstanding, yet other

Popes ceaſed not to ſuffer themſelves to be infected with this execrable

poifon:as Hildebrand,who was called Gregory the feventh, and Alexanderthe

fixth, ofwhich kindewe fhall fee awhole legend in the next booke. Doe

but marke thefe holy Fathers how abhominable they were, to be in fuch

fort given overto Satan.

Ioviusin eligi. Cornelius Agrippa, a great Student in this curfed Art, and a man famous

is virorumil bothby his owneworks andothers report, for his Necromancy, went al-

waies accompaniedwith an evillfpirit in the fimilitude ofa blackedogge :

butwhenhis time of death drew neer,andhe was urged torepentance, hee

tooke off the inchanted collar from the dogs neck, and fent him awaywith

theſe termes ; Get thee hence thou cursedbeast, which haft utterly destroyedmee :

Neither as the dog ever after feen:fome fay he lept into Araris, and never

cameout againe. Agrippa himfelfe died at Lyons in a bafe and beggarly

Theat,bift.

Fulgof.1.9.c.1.

Inne.

Zeroaftres Kingof Bactria is notified to havebin the inventer of Aftro-

logy and Magicke. Butthe Devill (whofe miniftry he ufed) whenhe was

too importunatewithhim,burned him to death.

Charles the feventhof France, put Egedius de Raxa' Marſhall of his King-

dome, to a cruell and filthy death, becauſehe practifed this Art, and in the

fame had murthered an hundred and twenty teeming womenandyong in-

fants:he cauſed him tobe hanged upon a forke by a hot fire, and roaſted to

death.

Bladud the fonne of Lud King of Britaine , now called England , in

the yeare of the World 3100, ( hee that builded the city of Bath, as

our late Hiftories witneffe , and alfo madetherein the Bathes ) addicted

himselfe fo muchto the Devillish art of Necromancy, that hee wrought

wonders thereby , infomuch that he made himfelfe wings , and attemp .

ted to flee like Dedalus but the Devill ( as ever like a falfe knave) for-

focke
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fookehim inhis journey , fo that hee fell downe and brake his necke.

In the yeare of our Lord 1578, one Simon Pembrooke dwelling in Saint

Georges parish in London, being a figure fetter, and vehemently fufpected

to be a Conjurer, by the commandement ofthe Iudgeappeared in the pa-

rish Churchof Saint Saviour at Court holden there :wherewhileft hewas

bufie in entertaining a Proctor , and leaned his head uponapewagood

fpace, the Proctor began to liftup his head tofeewhathe ayled,and found

him departing out of this life, and ftraightwayes he fell downeratlingin

the throat, without fpeakingany one word. This ftrange judgement hap-

pened before manywitneffes, whofearching him,found about him five de-

villish books ofconjuration and most abhominable practifes, witha pi-

&ture in tin of a man having three dice in his hand , with this writing,

Chance dice fortunately ; and much othertrash : fothat every one confeffed

it to be a juft judgement against Sorcery, and a great example to cauſe

others tofeare the juft judgement of God. Nowlet every one learne by

thefe examples to feare God , and to ſtand firme and ftedfaft to his holy

Word,without turning from it on any fide, fo fhall he be fafe from ſuch

like miferable ends as theſewicked varlets come unto.

CHAP XXII.

Ofthose that through pride andraine-glory strove to

ufurpe the honour due unto God.

79

Forgetfull and unthankfull minde for the benefits

which God beftoweth upon us, is a branch of this

first Commandement, as well as thoſe whichwentbe

fore : Andthis is when we afcribe not unto God the

gloryof hisbenefits, to give him thanks for them , buc

through a foolish pride extoll our felves higher than

weought, prefuming above meaſure and reafon in our

ownepower, defire toplace our felves in a higher degree than is meer.

With this fond and foolish affection (I know not how) our first fathers Gen.i.

weretickled and tainted from the beginning,to think to impaire the glory

of God : and they alfowere puffed upwith the blast of ambition , thatI

know not with what fond,foolish, rafh, and proud conceit wentabout after

the floudto build a cityand tower of exceedingheight,by thatmeans to

winfame and reputation amongſt men : In ftead whereofthey ought rather Gem.II.

tohave prayfed Godbyremembring his gracious goodneffe in their mira-

culous deliverance in their fathers perfons, from that generall deluge and

fhipwracke of theworld : but forafmuch as with a proud and high fto-

macke they lifted up themſelvesagainst God, towhom all glory onely ap-

pertaineth, therefore God alfofet himselfe against them and againft their

over bold practifes, interrupting all theirdetermined prefumptuous pur-

pofes, byfuch a confufion and alteration of tongues which he fent among

them, that one could not underſtand another : fo that with fhame they

were constrained to leave their begun worke. And befides, in ftead of that

Arongandfure habitationwhich they dreamed on, tomaintain anddefend

them.
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went abouttokeepother in fubje&tion tothem,they were forced to for fake

the placebythejuft judgementof God,whoſcattered and diſperſed them

hither and thither, that he might bring them to that eftate and condition

which they most of all feared,and ftrove tofhun. And thus God refifteth

theproud, andfavoureth thehumble : loe here thepunishment wherewith

God puniſhed their fin, remaining ftill uponthem this day,for a chaftife-

mentoftheir proud fpirits.

Dan.4.

Withthe ftaine of this finne, moft commonly, the mightiest Poten-

tates of this world are defiled, who although bothbyword and writing

avouch and confeffe their power to be by the grace of God, yet for the

moſt part they are very unthankfull for the fame, and fo proud and high

minded, that theyfhew themſelves moſt obftinate and ungratefull of all

men : for oftentimes they rob him of the honourand glorywhich is pecu-

liar unto himſelfe, and attribute it to themſelves, in fetting forth their

braveand fumptuous thewes and triumphs:this isthe finne whereofN-

buchadnezzar Kingof Babell was reproved ; for God havingbestowed upon

him akingdomewith fuch pompe and renowne, that he madewhole nati-

ons to tremble before his face, and putting many people in fubje&tion un-

derhim, he (in ſtead of giving thanks for theſe great benefits) exalted

himfelfe, fuffering his heart to fwell, and his understanding towaxe hard

with pride,not regarding theLordwho extolled him fo high : and yet not-

withstanding he was conftrained toconfeffe andacknowledgehim for the

true God, to have an everlaſting Kingdome,and an infinite power, as well

bythe forewarning ofdreames which Daniel interpreted, as by the miracu-

lous deliverance of three young men out of the burning furnace ; there-

fore as hewalked oneday in his royall palace at Babylon, and vaunted of

his greatneffe, and magnificence, faying to himselfe, Is not thisgreat Babell,

which I havebuilt for the boufe ofthe Kingdome, by the might ofmypower, and

forthe honour ofmyMajefty ? Nowwhilefttheword was yet in his mouth, a

voyce washeard from heaven, faying, O King, tothee it is spoken, Thy King-

done shall depart from thee and according to the tenour of the voyce hee

was immediately depofed from his royall feat, fpoiled of all his glory,dri-

ven from thefociety of men, deprived offenfe, and made a companion for

the bruit beaſts, and wildeaffes,eating graffe like oxen, even fo long,untill

hishairewas growne ftiffe like Eagles feathers , and his nailes like the

clawes of birds. In which eftate he continued the space of ſeven yeares ;

evenhe that a little beforewas fo proudand arrogant, and he that had con-

queredfomany kingdomes and nations, that triumphed over Ierufalem,

with the Kings thereof. This is a moft excellent lookingglaffe for Kings

tobehold the fickleneffe and inftability ofall their power and pomp,when

it pleaſeth God to humble and bringthem under: there is neither Scepter,

Crowne, ftay, or ftrength of man, that is able to hinder and turne afide

the handof the Almighty,the Kingof Kings, from abafing and weakning

the most high and ſtrong ofthis world,let them be neverfobraveandjolly,

andbringingthem into a low, contemptible,and brutiſh eſtate.

:

Befides this whichwe have already touched, there is anotherkinde of

pride and prefumption moft damnable and deteftable of all ; and it is when

a mandothfo much forget himfelfe, as to ſeiſe and take upon him that ho-

nourwhich onely appertaineth to God, afcribing to himselfe a certaine

deity.
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deity. One would hardlythinke that therewere anyfuch in theworld, fo

proud as to commit this finne, did not experience by certaineexamples

teach us thecontrary : As first of all the King of Tyre, whofe heartwasfo

exalted with the multitude of riches, and the renowne and greatneffe of

bis houſe, that he doubted not to eſteeme himſelfe a god,and to defire ma-

jefty andpower correfpondent thereunto. Forwhichprefumption Godby Chap. 28. 1,

the Prophet Ezechiel reproved him, and threatned his deſtruction, which

afterward came upon him, when by the power ofa ſtrange and terrible

nation, his goodlygodheadwas overcomeand murthered, feeling indeed

that he was no god, as hee fuppofed , but a man ſubject to death and mi-

fery.

2,3, &c.

King Herod, firnamed Agrippa, which put James the brother of Iohnto A&s12;

death, and imprisoned Peter, with purpoſe tomakehim taſte ofthe fame

cup, was puffed upwith no leffe facrilegious pride ; for beinguponatime

feated inhis throne ofjudgement, and arrayed in his royall robes,fhewing

forth his greatneffe and magnificence in the prefence ofthe Embaffadors

of Tyreand Sidon, that defired to continue in peacewithhim , as he spake

untothem, the people fhouted and cryed, That it was the voice of God,

and notofman :which titles of honour he diſclaimed not, and therefore

the Angellof the Lord fmotehimfuddenly, becauſe he gave not the glory

to God:fothathe was eatenwithwormes, andgave upthe ghoft. Iofephus

reporteth the fame ftory moreat large on this manner : Vpon the fecond Lewith Anti-

dayofthe folemnization ofthe playes which Herodcaufed to be celebra- quities,las.c.7.

ted for the Emperours health, there beinga great number of Gentlemen

and Lords prefent,that came from all quarters to his feaft,he came betime

in themorningtothe Theatre, clad in agarmentall woven with filver of a

marvellous workmanſhip ; upon which, as the Sun rifing cafthis beames,

there glittered out fuch an excellent brightneffe, that thereby his perni-

tious flatterers tooke occafion to call himwith a loud voiceby the nameof

God for thewhich facrilegious fpeech, he not reproving nor forbidding

them, was preſently taken with moft grievous and horrible dolours and

gripes in his bowels, fo that looking upon the people he uttered thefe

words : Behold here your goodly god, whomyou but nowfohighlyhono-

red, ready to die with extreame paine. And fohedied indeed mot mife.

rably,evenwhenhe was inthe top of his honourand jollity, and as it were

in the midftofhis earthly Paradiſe,being beatendowne and ſwallowed up

with confufionand ignominy,not ftrickenwiththeedge offword or fpeare

(forthat hadbeenfar more honourable)but gnawne in pieceswith lice and

:

vermine.

Phil. inChron.
SimonMagas, otherwife called Simon the Samaritane, borne in a village Eufeb.L.2.c.12.

called Gitton, after hewascurfed of Peter the Apostle, for offeringtobuy cent.l.3.6.11 .

the gifts of the Spirit of Godwith money, wenttoRome, and there put-

ting in practiſe his magicall arts, andworking miracles bythe Devill, was

reputed a god,andhad an image erected in his honour, with this infcrip-

tion, To Simonthe holy god: Befides, all the Samaritanes, and divers alfeof

other nations accounted him no leffe, as appeared bythereverence andho-

nourwhich they did untohim : infomuch, as they called his companion,

or rather his whoreHelena (for thatwasher profeffion in Tyrea city of Phe-

nicia)the firstmover that distilled out of Simensbofome. Nowhe,to fofter

this fooliſh and ridiculous opinion of theirs, and to eternize his name,

boafted
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Orof.lib.3.

Juft.lib.xx,

Inft.lib.12.

Curt.lib.8.

boafted thathewould at a certaine timefly up into heaven,which,as he at-

tempted to doe by the help of the Devill, Peter the Apoſtle commanded

theunclean ſpirit to caft himdownagain, fo thathe fell uponthe earth and

was bruiſed to death, and proved himselfe thereby tobe no more thana

mortall, wicked, and deteftablewretch.

Moreover elſewherewe read of Alexander the Great, whofe courage

andmagnanimitywasfo exceedinggreat, that heenterprifed togoeout of

Greece and fet upon all Afia, onelywithan army oftwo and thirty thou-

fandfootmen, five hundred horfe, and an hundred and fourefcorefhips:and

in this appointment paffing the feas, heconquered inſhort ſpace the grea-

teft part of the world : forwhichcauſehewas reprefented tothe Prophet

Danielin a vifion, by the figure of a Leopard withwings on his backe, to

notifie the great diligence and fpeedy expedition which he uſed incom-

paffingfo many fudden and great victories ; with pride hewasfofoone

infected, that hewould brooke no equall nor companion in his Empire ;

but as heavenhad but one Sunae, fo he thought the earth ought tohave

butoneMonarch, whichwas himfelfe :which mind of his he made known

by his answer toKing Darius demanding peace, and offeringhim the one

halfe of his Kingdome to be quiet ;whenhe refufed to accord thereunto ;

faying, Hefcorned tobe apartner in the halfe, and hoped tobe full poffef-

for of the whole. After his first victory had of Darius, and his entrance

into Egypt (which he tooke without blowes, as alfohe did Rhodes and

Cilicia) he practifed and fuborned the Priefts that miniftred atthe Oracle

ofHammon, to makehimbe pronounced and entituled by the Oracle,The

fonne of Iupiter (which kinde ofjugling and deceit was common at that

time.) Having obtained this honour, forthwithhe cauſed himselfe to be

worshipped as a god, according to the cuftomeofthe Kings ofPerfia : nei-

ther wanted he flatterers abouthim that egged him forward, and foothed

him up in this proud humor : albeit that manyof thebetter fortendeavou-

red tooth and nayle to turne him from it. It hapned as hewarred in India,

he received fofore a wound, thatwith paine thereof he was conftrained to

fay,Thoughhewas the renowned fonne ofIupiter, yet he ceafed not to feele

the infirmities of a weake and diſeaſed body : finally, being returned to

Babylon, where many Embaſſadors ofdivers farre countries, as ofCar-

thage, and other cities in Africa, Spaine, France, Sicily, Sardinia,and cer-

taine citiesof Italy, were arrived to congratulate his good fucceffe, for the

great renownewhichby hisworthy deeds he had gotten ; as helaythere ta-

king his reftmanydayes, andbathinghimselfe in all kinde ofpleaſure,one

day after a great feaft,that lafted awholeday and a night,in a banquet after

fupper, beingready toreturnehome, he was poyfoned ; when before hee

had drunkehis wholedraught, he gave adeep figh fuddenly, as ifhee had

been thrust throughwith a dart, and was carried away in a fwoone, vexed

withfuchhorrible torment, that had henot been reftrained,bewould have

killed himfelfe. And on this manner he that could notcontenthimfelfe

with the condition of a man, but would needs climbe above the clouds,

togoeinequipage with God , drunke up his owne death, leaving as fud-

denly all his worldly pompe , as kee had fuddenly gotten it : which va-

nifhed like fmoake , none of his children being any whit the better for

it.

Therewas in Syracufa a city of Sicilia(which is now called Saragoffe )a

Phyfitian

?
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Phyfitiancalled Menecrates,whofe folly and prefumptionwasfogreat,that

heaccounted himfelfea god, and defired tobe foreputed by others ; info-

muchthat he required no other wages and recompence of the patients

whichhetooke in hand (as Elianuswitneffeth) but that they should onely

acknowledge him to beIupiter, and call him fo, and avow themſelves to his

fervice. Vponatime Denisthe tyrant, defirous to makefome paftime with

him, made a feaſt, and invited himamongſt others to behis gueft ; butbe-

cauſe he wasagod, todoe himhonour anfwerable to his name, he placed

him at a table all alone,and fet beforehimnodifhes,butonly a cenfer with

frankincenfe, whichwas a proper and convenient fervice forthe gods.This

honourableduty pleafed the Phyfitian very well at the firft , fothathe fnuf-

fed up the perfume moftwillingly : but when this poore godfaw the other

guests eating and drinking indeed, and himselfe not being able to be fed

with fmoake, ready to ftarve with hunger, arofe up and went away all in-

raged in himfelfe, and derided of others ; having more need to purge his

owne braines of their fuperfluous humor, than others from their fick-

neffes.

Caligula the firft, Emperor, beingbecome an ordinary defpifer andopen

mocker of all Religion, it came preſently in his braine tobeleeve(fo drun-

kenwas hewith a draught of his owne foolish conceit) that there was no

otherGodbut himfelfe ; therefore hecauſed men to worship him, and to

kiffe his hands or his feet in token of reverence (which honour afterwards

the Popes tooke upon them) yea and was fo beforted, that he went about

by certaine engines of art to counterfeit thunder and lightnings : albeit in

all this pride and arrogancy, or rather folly, there was none fo timerous

and fearefull as be,or thatcould fooner upon lighter occafion bedifmaied.

One day as hewas bymount Etnain Sicily,bearingby chance the violent

cracking of the flames which all thatfeafon afcended out of the top ofthe

hill,it ftrucke ſo fudden and horrible a feare intohim, that he never ceaſed

flying all night till he came to Phar in Meffina. Every little thunderclap

puthim in feare of death,for he would leap up and downelike a mad man

whenhebeard it thunder;finding himfelfe notableby his godheadtode-

fend himselfe from the powerthereof :but ifthere chanced greater cracks

than ordinary, thenwouldnot his hotbed hold him, but needs muft he run

intothe cold floore underneath the bed, to hide himfelfe. Thus was hee

compelled against his will to feare him whom willingly he would not

deigne to acknowledge . And thus it falleth out with all wicked miferable

Atheifts, whofe hearts imagine there is no God ; and therefore have fo

little affurance in themſelves, that there need no thunder and lightening to

amafe them ; forthe fhakingof every leafe is fufficient tomake them trem-

ble: To conclude, this Atheift, void ofall Religion and feare of God,and

fullofall prophaneneffe,wasaccording to hisduedefert,murthered by one

of his fervants : of thewhichwill follow more at large in the nextbooke.

Domitianlikewifewas fo blinded with pride , that hee would be cal- Grof. !.7.6,

led a god, and worshipped ofwhom alfo weewill fpeake inthe fecond

booke.

:

Totheſewe may adde them alfo, that to the end tomake themſelves Dian Mall.r.

feared andreverenced as gods, havecounterfeited the lightnings and thun- sig.Roman,

ders of heaven, aswe read ofone Alladius a Latine Kingthat raigned be-

fore Romulus : whobeing a moftwicked Tyrant, and a contemner of God,

invented
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invented a trickewhereby to prefent to the eare and eye, the ratling and

fwift fhine ofboth thunder and lightning ; thatbythat means aftonishing

hisfubjects, he might be efteemed of them for a god : but itchanced that

hishoufe beingfet on fire by true lightning,and overthrownewith the vio.

lent ftrength of tempeftuous rain, togetherwith the overflowing ofa pond

that foodneer, he perifhed by fire and water,burnt and drowned, and all at

once.

Didnot the Kingof Elide the like, and to the fame end alſo bythe de-

vife of a charet drawne about with foure horfes,wherein were certain yroo.

works, which with wrinching about gave an horrible found refembling

thunder, and torches and fquibs which hee cauſed tobe throwneabout

like lightnings, in fuch fort, that hee oftentimes burnt the beholders:

and in this manner he went up and downe braving it , especially over an

yronbridgewhichhe had of purpofe built to paffe and repaffe over at his

pleaſure ; untill Gods long fuffering could not endure any longer fuch

outragious and prefumptuous madneffe,butfent a thunderbolt from hea-

ven uponhis head, that all theworld might fee by his deſtruction, the ex-

ceeding folly and vaine pride which bewitched him in his life time :

which historythe Poetin the perfon of Sibylla , fetteth downe to this ef

fe&:

ISaw Salmonin cruell torments lie,

Forcounterfeiting thunder ofthe skie,

And lovescleere lightning : whilft withtorches bright,

Drawnewith fourefeeds, andbrandishedhis light,

Herodetriumphantly through Elis ftreats,

Andmadeall Grecia wonder at his feats.

Thinking towinthe honour ofagod,

(Madas hewas ) byfeattering fire abroad.

Withbrazenengines, andwith courfes faigning,

Anoyfe like that which in the clouds is vaigning,

Andno where else : but God from thickest skie,

Notorch, but fucha thunderbolt letflie

Aphim, that headlongwhirldhimfrom his Cell,

Andtumbleddowne into the deepest Hell.

Thusthis arrogant Kingwas punished according to the quality of his

offence, even in the fame kindewherein heoffended :whichthingthough

itbefound written in a Poet, yet ought not be rejected for an old wives

tale,feeing it is not incredible, that a King might makefuch paſtimes and

yron-crathing noifes,northathemightbejuftly punished for the fame:and

the rather,becauſe Caliguladid the like, aswe haveheard before. And wee

Agatb.lib.s readalfo,that one Arthemefins,in thetime ofthe Emperour Iuftinian, coun-

terfeitedbycertain engines and devifes, in hisownehoufe in Conftantino,

ple,fuch earthquakes,lightenings,and thunders,thatwould aftoniſh awife

braine to heare orbehold them on afudden.

Bel.Gotba

But above all others that bydarkning the glory of God,to increaſe their

ownpower,have proudly exalted themſelves againsthim, the Popes are the

ring-leaders,whofe unbridled boldnes hathbinfo muchthe moreimpudent

and pernitious ; for that in terming themſelves the fervants of the fervants

of
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himfelfe :as of pardoning and abfolving finnes, creating lawesand ordi-

nances at their pleaſure, in bindingor unbindingmens confciences;which

things appertaineto God onely. Nay they have been fo brazen faced, as

tocommandangels and devils,as Clement the fifth did in oneofhisbuls : fo

impudent as tobe carried like Idols upon their vaffals fhoulders, and weare

three crownes upon their heads ; ſo proud and arrogant, as to conftraine

Kings and Emperours to kiffe their feet, to make them their vaffals, to

ufurplordship and dominion overthem , and all their lands and poffeffions,

and todifpoffeffewhom they like not, of Kingdomes, and inftall in their

roomewhomthey pleafe,and all this by thethunder ofexcommunication,

wherebythey make themſelves feared and flood in awe of. By which dea-

ling of theirs, they verifie in themſelves thatwhich the Scripture fpeaketh

of Antichrift, which is the manof finne,the fonne of perdition, an adver, 2 Theſſ.23 .

fary, and one that exalteth himſelfe againſt all which is called God, or

whichisworshipped, till he befet as a Godin the Temple of God, fhewing

himfelfe that he is God. Wherefore alfo the heavy vengeance of God is

manifeft uponthem,bythe great and horriblepunishments they have been

tormented with : for fomeofthem havehad their eyes pulled out ; others

havedyed inprifons ;a third fort havebinfmothered to death;a fourthhath

bin killedwith the fword ; a fifth hathdied with hunger ; a fixth hathbeen

ftoned ; a feventh poyfoned ;andyettherehath not wantedan eighth fort,

whomthe Devillhimfelfe hath ftifled.

Johnle Maire

Nich.Gyles,of

This it is to over-reach the clouds,and not content with earthly power, Sabel ne

toufurp a fupremacy and preheminence over Kings : fuch was the pride of ad.9.lib.7.

Pope Boniface the eighth, when he fent an embaffage to Philip the Faire, deBefges.

King of France, to command him totakeuponhimanexpedition against thech

the Sarazensbeyond the fea,upon paineof forfeiting of his Kingdomein- clesofFrance.

to his hands , and when havinghis fword by his fidehe fhamed notto fay,

thathe alone, and none elfe,was Emperour and Lord of all the world : in

demonftration whereof,hebestowedthe Empireupon Duke Albert , toge.

therwiththe Crowne of France , and not content herewith,his infolency

was foimportunate, that hecharged Philipthe Faire to acknowledge him-

felfe tobe his fubject in all cauſes , as well fpiritualf as temporall, andto

levy afubfidy for his holineffe outofhis clergy, difabling his authorityin

beftowing Church livings,which prerogative he challenged to his See the

conclufion of this bullwasintheſewords : Aliud credentes fatues reputa-

mus as muchtofay, as, whosoever is ofanothermindthan this, we eſteeme him

a foole. Whereunto the King answered in this wife, Philippus Dei, gratia

Francorum Rex, Bonifacio fe gerenti pro fummo pontifice falutemmodicam five

nallam , Stiattuamaxima fatuitas, in temporalibus nos alicui non fubeffe, Eccle-

fiarum& Prebendarum vacantium collationem adnos jure regio pertinere : fecus

autem credentes fatuos reputamus deviantes. In English thus : Philipby the

grace of GodKing of France, to Boniface bearing himselfe for Pope, little or no

health. Be it knowne to thy exceeding great foolishneffe, that we intemporallaf

faires areſubject to none, that thebestowing ofBenefices belongs to us by our royall

rights and if therebe any that thinke otherwife, we holdthem forerroneousfools.

A memorableanſwer,wellbefeeming a true royalland French ,heart. Im-

mediately he affembledtogethera nationall Councell of all the Barons

andPrelates within his dominion, at Paris, wherein Boniface being pro-

nounced
I
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Sabel.Ane

ad.9.lib.7.

Tertullian

Apolog.

:

nounced an Hereticke, a Symonift, and a Manſlayer, it was agreedupon

bya joint confent, that theKing fhould doe no more obeifance, but re-

je&t as nothingworth, whatſoeverhe ſhould impofe. Wherefore the King

totamehis proudand malitious nature, difpatched fecretly twohundred

menatarmes under the conduct of oneCaptaine Noguard, towards Avian

in Naples (whither his Holineffewas fled for feare of diverswhofe houſes

and caftleshe had cauſed to be raſed downe)there to ſurpriſehim on a ſud-

den whichftratagem they ſpeedily performed, and carriedhim prifoner

toRome, where hedied moft miferably. Peter Mefiea Spanish Gentleman

of Sevill,faith in manyofhisLectures, thathedied in prifon inragedwith

famine. Nicholas Gilles in his firft volume ofFrench Chronicles reporteth,

that he died inthe caftle Saint Angelo, through a fluxeof his belly,which

caft him into afrenzy,that he grew off his owne hands, and that at the

houre ofhis death there wereheard horrible thunders, and tempefts, and

lightenings round about : this is he inwhoſehonour this fine Epitaphwas

made : Intravit ut Vulpes, regnavit ut Leo, mortuus eft ut Canis , He entredlike

aFox, raignedlike a Lyon, anddyedlike a Dog. And this was he that onthe

first day of Lentgiving afhes to the Bishop of Genes, in ſtead of ufing

the ordinary forme of fpeech, which is, Memento homo quòdcini es,&in

sineremconverteris, Remembermanthat thou art afpes, andinto afbes thoushalt re-

turne faid in defpight and mockery, Mementohomo quia Gibellinus es,& cum

Gibellinis incinerem converteris : Rember that thou art a Gibelline, andtogether

withthe Gibellines thou shalt be turned into afhes and in ftead of laying the

afhes uponhis forehead, threw them into his eyes, and forthwith depri-

ved him ofhis Bishopricke, andwould havedone worſe, if it had beenin

his power : marke what little account this holy father himselfe made

of theſe ceremonies , and therefore it is no marvell if others mocke

at them , feeing the Popes themſelves make them but matters of pa-

ftime.

If itbe fotherefore, thatnomanought to arrogate tohimſelfe any title

ofdeity, then confequently it is noleffe unlawfull togive that divineho-

nour toany other mortall creature , and therefore the peopleof Cæfarea

faulted greatly, whenblafphemously they called KingHerodagodjas hath

beendeclared before. Likewife itwashighand proud prefumptionin the

Senat ofRome, not toreceive any god to theirCommon-wealth, without

theirowne fore-approbation and confent. As ifthat Godcould not main.

taine his dignity, nor ftand without the good liking and affent of men;

or as if that man could defie whom he lifted, which isa moft ridiculous

and abfurd thing. And thus the Romanes in time ofTiberim confecrating

tothemſelves a whole legion, even thouſands of falfe gods, would not

admit ofthe true God, and his Sonne Chrift, but rejected him above all

others.

Among allthe vanities of the Athenians, thiswasoneworthynoting,

how they ordained,that Demetrius , Alexanders fucceffor (forre-establishing

their popular and antient liberty) with his father Antigonus, ſhould be

called Kings, and honoured with the title of Saving gods, andto have a

Prieftthat thould offer facrifice untothem : and moreover caufed their pi-

Яurestobedrawne in the fame banner where the pictures of Iupiter and

Minerva (the protectors oftheir city) were drawne in broidered worke:

but this goodlybanner as it was carried about in proceffion, was rent in

picces
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pieces byatempeftuous ftorme that arofe fuddenly. God thereby mani-

fefting how odious and diſpleaſant both this newand old fuperftition was

inhis fight befides that, doe but confider the laudable vertues that fo

commended this new god Demetrius, to make them honour him infuch

fort ;they were violence and cruelties, intemperance, with all inordinate

lafciviouſneffe, villanies, and whoredomes : ſo that it was no marvell if

they had madehimagod, being unworthy altogether of humane fociety.

This new foundgod havinggotten a great victoryby ſea, as he triumphed

andbraved it with fhips after the fame, was fo fhattered with a fudden

tempeft, that the greateft partof his navywent towrecke, and afterwards

wasvanquished by Seleuchus ina battell, wherein his father Antigonus was

flaine :and when he thought to returne to Athens, they fhut their gates

upon him, whom a little beforethey had canonized for a god : for which

caufeheraiſedwaragainst them, and foweariedthemwith onfets oneach

fide, and foinclofed them bothbyfea and land, thatbeingbrought to ex-

treame famine and neceffity, theywere compelled to entertainhim again,

and tobehold thehorrible outrages of their owne madegod, to their griefe

andconfufion. But not long after, Seleuchus once againe damped his cou-

rage, infomuch that having livedthreeyeares in a countrey of Syria, like a

banished outlaw ; for feare tobedelivered into his hands, andwearyof his

owne life,he ftuffed himſelfe fowithfood, that he burst in pieces. There-

fore let everyman learnebytheſe examples,not to tranflate thehonour and

majeſtyof God to any creature, but to leave it to him alone,who is jealous

thereof, and will not ( as the Prophet ſaith ) give his glory unto ano-

ther.

87

CHAP. XXIII.

OfEpicures, andAtheists.

Stouchingvoluptuous Epicures and curfed Atheifts,

that deny the providence of God , beleefe not the

immortalityofthefoule,think there is nofuch thing

as life tocome, and confequently impugnall divini

ty, livinginthis world like bruit beaſts and likedogs

andfwine, wallowing in all fenfuality ; they doe alfo

ftrike themſelves againſt this commandement, by

goingabout towipe out and deface the knowledge

ofGod ; and if itwere poffible, to extinguiſhhis very Effence ; wherein

theyfhew themfelves more than mad and brutish, whereas notwichftan-

dingall the evident teftimonies ofthe vertue, bounty,wifedome,and eter-

nall powerof God,whichthey dayly fee with theireyes, and feele in them-

felves,doe nevertheleffe ftrive to quench his lightof nature,which enligh-

teneth and perfwadeth them and all Nations of this, There is a God, by

whom we live, move, andhave our being ; whoalthough in his Effence is invi- A&s 17,32.

fible, yet maketh he himselfeknowne,and as it werefeeneby hisworks and

creatures, and mighty government of the world, that he that would feeke

after him, may (as one might fay) handleand feele him. Therefore they

I 2 that
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that would perfwade themſelves that this glorious heaven and maffy earth

wanted a guider and a governour , have their underſtanding blinded

from fight of things manifeft, and their hearts perverted fromall fhew of

reafon : for is there any fubftance in this world that hathno cauſe of his

fubfifting ? Is there a daywithout a Sun ? Are there fruit and no trees ?

Plants and nofeeds ? Can it raine without a cloud ? Bea tempeftwithout

winde ? Cana fhip fayle without a Pylot ? Or ahouſebe builtwithout a

Carpenter or builder ? Ifthen every part of this worldbath his particu

lar cauſe of being and dependance , is it likely that thewhole iswithout

caufetobeto it a furnishing and government Say, you hogs and dogs,

doe you not beleeve thatwhich you fee ? or if your eyes bebored out that

youcannot fee, muft youthis kethere is noSunne nor light, becauſe your

eyesare in darkneffe and blindneffe ? Can you behold all the fecrets ofna-

ture ? Is there nothing but a voice, a fingingof birds, or an harmonious

confortofmuficall inftruments in the world ? And yet who perceiveth

theſe ſmall things ? Can you behold the winde ? Can you ſee the ſweet

fmell of fragrant flowers along the fields ? Can you fee the fecrets

of yourownebodies, your entrailes, your heart and yourbraine ? And yet

you ceafe not tobeleeve that there are fuch things, exceptyou be heartleffe

and brainleffe indeed : Whythendoeyoumeafure Godby your own fight,

and doe not beleeve there is a God,becauſe he is invifible, fince that he ma-

nifefteth himſelfe more apparentlyboth to understanding andfence, than

eithervoice, ſmellorwinde ? Doe not your owne oathes,blafphemies,and

horriblecurfings bearewitneffeagainstyou,when you fweareby, defpight

and maugrehimwhom youdeny tobe ? Dothnot every thunderclap con-

ftraineyou totremble at the blaft of his voyce ? If any calamity approach

neere untoor light upon you, or ifdeath be threatned or fetbefore
your

eyes, doe not you then feele, in fpight of all your reaſon, that the fevere

judgementofGoddothwakenupyour dull and fleepy confcience to come

tohis tryall?Therewas never yetanynation or people fobarbarous,which

bythe perfwafion and inftin&t of nature hath not alwayes beleeved a cer-

taine deity, and to thinke otherwife is not only a deteftable thing, but alſo

moft abfurd,and focontraryto humane reaſon, that the very Paynims have

verylittle tolerated fuch horrible blafphemy. The Athenians are witnef-

fes hereof, whobanished Protagoras their city and countrey, becauſe in the

beginningof one of hisbooks he called in queſtion the deity, and cauſed

his books tobe burned openly. Neitherfhewed they any leffe feverity to-

wards Diagoras,Grnamedthe Atheift : when being (as fome fay) injuri-

ouſly and falfly accuſed of thiscrime, and for feare of punishment , fled

away, they proclaimed, that whofoever did kill him ſhould havea talent

offilver inrecompence, which invalue is as much as fix hundred crowns,

after therate of five and thirty fhillings French to thecrowne. How much

morethen is the state of Christendome at this day to be lamented, which

wefee in many places infected with fuch a contagious peftilence, that

divers men invenomed with this deadly poifon, are fo mifchievous and

wretched, as to make roomefor Atheiſme, by forbidding and hindering

byall means poffible,the courſe ofthe Gofpell :wherein they makeknown

what they are, andwhat zeale they beare to the religion and ferviceofGod,

andwithwhat affection they are led towards the good and fafety ofthe

commonwealth, and whathereafter is tobehoped ofhim : forwherethere

cic.ofthe na-

ture ofthe

gods,lib.I.

Diodor.13.

is
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is noknowledge nor feare of God, there alfo is nobridle nor bond to re-

Araine and hold men backe from doing evill:whereupon they grow to that

paffe to be most infolent and prophane. This is the Divinity and goodly

inftruction that commeth beyond the mountaines, from that fcientificall

Vniverfity and Colledge of the right reverend Mafters , and from the ex-

cellent holineffe of fome of their Popes : whofe manner of life is fodif-

folute , lafcivious , difhoneft, and Sardanapal like , that thereby their Lacian,Por

Atheiſme is evidently and notoriouſly knowne and talked of by every pbyry,lalian,

' one..

Videli.1.c.20.

&c.

Bale.

Hereof Pope Lee the tenth, a Florentineby birth, may ſerve for an ex-

ample :who as he was a very effeminate perfon, given to all manner ofde-

lights and pleaſure, having no other care but of himfelfe, and his owne

filthycarkaffes eafe ; fohadhe no more taſte at all, nor feeling of God

and his holyWord, than a dog :he made the promiſes and threats contai-

ned inholy Scripture, and all elfe that webeleeve, matter to laugh at,and

things frivolous and of no weight ; mocking at the fimplicity, the faith,

and beleefe of Chriftians : for one daywhen Cardinall Bembus (who alfo

fhewed himselfe tobe none of the beſt Chriſtians in the world, by his Ve-

netian history, where as oft as he fpeaketh of God be ufeth the plurall

number, afterthe manner ofheathenwriters) alleadged a place out ofthe

Gofpell, his damnable impudencywas fogreat as toreply, That this fable

of Chrift hadbrought to himandfuch ashe,no little profit . Oh ftinking

and curfed throat tobelch out fuch monftrous blafphemy ! doe not thefe

fpeeches bewray a villanous and abhominable Atheiſt, if ever any were ?

Is notthis to declare himfelfe openly to be Antichrift ? Forhe is Anti-

chriftwhichdenieth lefus to be Chrift, and which denieth the Father and

the Sonne, according as Saint John faith . Albeit in the meanewhile this cur- 1 Iohn 2,22.

fed caitife, thathad as muchreligion as a dog, made fhew to be the prote-

&tor and defender of the Catholicke Faith, making warrewith all his po-

weragainft Chrift Iefus in the perfon of his fervant Luther. Now after he

had by his pardons and indulgences drawne out a world of money, and

heaped upgreat treaſures by the maintenance of courtizans and whores,

andhad enriched hisbaftards, one day being at meat, he receivednewesof

the overthrow of the French in Lombardy, whereat hee rejoyced out of

meaſure, andfor that good tidings doubled his good cheare ; fuddenlyhe

was conſtrained to turne his copy from joy into fadneffe,from pleaſure into

griefe and gnashing of teeth, by a moft bitter and unlooked for death,

whichdeprived him at once ofall his pleaſures, tomakehim drink the cup

ofGods fierce wrath, and to throw him downe headlong into everlaſting

paines and tormentswhichwere provided for him. Pope Lee ( faith Saint

Martinof Belay in his fecond booke ofmemorablethings) bearing of the

great loffewhichthe Frenchmen fuftained at Milan , tooke fo great joy

thereat, that a catarrhe and an ague enfuing, killed him within threedayes

after ; a happy man indeed to die with joy.

21.Herefie.

Pope Iuliusthe third was one of the fame ftampe, nothing inferiourto

the formerin all manner of diffolute and infamous living, and vile and cur.

fed talke, makingknowneby his impiety, thathe had none othergod but Videlib.s.cap.

hisbelly,and that hewasnoneof Chrifts fold, but oneof Epicures crew;

hewas fuch a glutton, and fo paffionate in his lufts, and fo prophanea de-

fpifer of God andhis Word, that once at fupperbeing inraged, and blaf-

I 3 pheming
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pheming becauſe they had not ferved in a cold Peacockewhichhe com.

manded to be kept whole at dinner, though there were other hot on the

table ; a Cardinall that was prefent, defired himnot tobe fo moved forfo

fmalla trifle : What(quoth he) if it pleafed God tobe foangry for eating

of an apple,as to thrust Adam and Eve out ofparadife, fhould not Iwhich

amhis Vicar be angry for a Peacocke, which is far more worth thanany

apple ? Seehow this wicked wretch prophaned the holy Scripture, and

like an Epicure and Atheiſt mocked God : but he died ofthe gout, after

he hadbeen long plagued with it,together with other difeafes,leaving none

other good name behind him,fave the report ofa moftwicked and abhomi-

nableman.

Philip Strozze,whom Paulus Iovius reporteth tohave bin commonlybrui.

ted to bean Atheist , was an Exile of Florence, and afterwards prifoner

there inthetime of Cofimus Medius, the Prince of that Commonwealth,

(against whom this Philiphad enterprized to makewarre) and beingin pri-

fon, he killed himfelfe with the fword of a Spaniard his keeper, which

by overfight he had left behinde , fetting the point against his throat,

and falling downe upon it : fo may all Atheiſts perish and come to

naught.

Francis Rabelais having fuckt up alfothis poifon, ufed like a prophane

villain,to make all Religion a matter to laugh and mockeat ; but God de-

prived him ofhis fences, that ashe had led a brutish life,fo he might die a

bratishdeath ; for he died mocking all thofe that talked of God, or made

mention ofmercy in his eares.

Howmiferablewas the end ofPeriers the author of that deteftablebook

intituled Symbolum mundi, whereinhe openly mocked at God and his Reli-

gion, even finally he fell into defpaire, and notwithſtanding all that guar .

ded him,killed himfelfe.

Iodelle alfoa French tragicall Poet, beingan Epicure and Atheiſt, made

avery tragicall and moft pittifull end ; for he died in great mifery and di-

ftreffe, even pined to death, after he had rioted out all his fubftance, and

confumed his patrimony. Ligueroles the Courtier, to make himselfe feeme

a man of fervice, made open profeffion of Atheiſme ; but his end and

deftru&tioncame from thencewhence he looked for credit and advance-

ment.

To bring the matter to an end, I will here fet downe a notable and

ftrange thing that chanced in the raigne of Lewisthe ninth (as Enguerrande

Monftrelet in his fecond volume of Hiftories recordeth it)upon the fif-

teenth dayof Iune in the yeare of our Lord God 1464, there happened a

ftrange thing inthe Palace at Paris : So it was, that therewas amatter in

law to betried betwixt the Bishop of Angiers, and a rich citicen, whom

the Biſhop charged to have ſpoken before manywitneffes, that he beleeved

not thattherewas either God or Devill, Heaven or Hell. Nowwhilftthe

Biſhops Lawyer laid tohis charge theſe things,the place began to tremble

verymuchwherein they were,and a ftone fell downe from the roofamongst

them all, without hurting any ; yet every manwas fore afraid,and departed

out ofthe houfe untill the morrow ; then the matter was begun againe to

bepleaded, which was no fooner inhand, but the chamber began afreshto

fhake,andoneof thefummerscameforth ofbis mortifehole,falling down-

wards twofoot, and there ſtayed : ſo that all that werewithinthe hall loo-

king
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kingto havebeen Blaine outright, ran outfoviolently, that fome left be-

hindethem their caps, others theirhoods, others their flippers :fummarily,

glad was he that could get out firft ; neither durft they plead any more

caufes inthat place untill itwere mended.Thus much reporteth Enguerran,

without mention of any decision of that matter. Now forafmuch as no-

thinghappenethbychance, it is moſt likely that God by that accident

would give us tounderſtand, both how monftrous and deteftable all fuch

fpeeches are, as alfohow men ought to feare and abhorre them,feeing that

thedumbeand fenceleffe creatures,and wood,beams,planks,and ftones,and

the earth it felf(by nature ftedfaft and fixed)arefo far from enduring them,

that they aremoved withall.
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Therewas acertaine blafphemouswretch, that ona timebeingwith his Difcipulus de

companions in a common Inne, carowfing and making merry,asked them, mp.form.1320

if theythought a manwas poffeffed with afoule or no ? Whereuntowhen

fome replyed, That the foules of men were immortall, and that fome of

them after releaſe from the body lived in heaven, others in Hell (for ſo the

Writings ofthe Prophets and Apostles inftructed them) hee anſwered

and fwore,that he thought it nothing fo ; but rather that there was nofoule

inman tofurvive the body, but that heavenandhell were meere fables, and

inventions of Priests to get gaine by ; and for himſelfe, hewas readyto

fell his foule to any thatwould buy it : thenoneof his companions tooke

upa cupof wine and faid, Sell me thy foule for thiscupofwine : Which

he receiving, badhim take his foule ; and dranke up thewine. Now Satan

himſelfewas there in a mans fhape (as commonlyhe is never far from fuch

meetings)and bought it againe of theother at the fame price, andby and

by bad him give him his foule ; thewhole companyaffirming itwas meet

he fhould have it, fince he had bought it, not perceiving the Devil : but

preſentlyhe layinghold ofthis foulefeller,carried him into the aire before

them all, toward his ownhabitation, to the great aftonishment and amafe-

mentofthe beholders ; and from that day tothis hewas never heard of,but

tryed to his painthatmenhad foules,and that hell was no fable, according

to hisgodleffe and prophane opinion .

Pherecides (bybirth a Syrian,a tragicall Poet and a Philofopher bypro. Alianus de

feffion)boafted impudentlyagainft his fchollers of his profperity,learning Var,biſt.l.4.

and wifedome ; faying, that although he offered no facrifices unto the

gods, yet he led a more quiet and profperous life, than thofe that were ad-

dicted toReligion, and thereforehe paffed not for anyfuch vanity.But ere

long his impietywas juftly revenged ; forthe Lord ftruck himwithfuch a

ftrange diſeaſe, that out of his body iffued fuch aflimy and filthy fweat,

and engendred fuch a numberof lice andwormes, that his bowels being

confumedbythem,he died most miferably.

At Hambourgh not long fince there lived animpious wretch,that defpi- Theatr.hiſtor.

fed the preachingof the Gofpell , and the Minifters thereof, accounting it

as a vaine thing notworthy the beleeving of any man : neither did hethus

himſelfonly;but alfo feduced many others,bringingthem all to Atheifme

and ungodlineffe. Wherefore the Lord juftly recompenced him for his

impiety: for hethatbefore had no fence nor feeling of God in his confci-

ence, being touched withthe finger of the Almighty, grew to the con..

trary, even to too much feeling and knowledge of God, that he fell into

extremedeſpaire, affirming now his finnes tobe paftforgiveneffe, becauſe

he
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hehad withdrawneothersfrom the truth, as well as himselfe, whereas be-
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fore he thought himfelfe guilty of no fiane ; and that God was fo juft,

thathe would not forgive him, whereas before he thought therewasno

God (fo mighty is the operation of the Lord whenhe pleaſeth to touch

the confcience of man) finally, continuing in this deſperate cafe,he threw

himſelfe from the roofe of a houſe into a well , and not finding water

enoughto drowne him, he thrust his head into the bottome thereof, till he

had made an end of his life.

Theatr.bidor.

Theatr.hiftor.

Marlow

In the yeare of our Lord 1502 there lived one Hermannus Biswicke, a

grand Atheiſt, and a notable inftrumentof Satan, who affirmed, that the

world never had beginning, as foolish Mofes dreamed : and that therewas

neither Angels, nor devils, nor hell, nor future life, but that the foules

ofmen periſhed with theirbodies : befides, that Chrift Iefuswas nothing

elfebut a feducer of the people; and that the faith ofChriftians,andwhat-

foever elfe is contained in holywrits,was meere vanity. Thefe articles full

of impiety and blafphemy, he conftantly avouched to the death ; and for

the famecauſewas togetherwith his books burnt in Holland.

A certaine rich man at Holberftadium abounding with all manner of

earthly commodities, gave himfelfe fo muchto his pleaſure, thathe be

came befotted therewith , in fuch fort, that he made noreckoning ofReli

gion, nor any good thing, but dared to fay, that if he might lead fuch a

life continually upon earth, hewould not envy heaven, nor defire any ex-

change. Notwithstanding ere long(contrarytohis expectation)the Lord

cut him off by death, andfo his defired pleaſurecame to an end : but after

his death thereappeared fuch diabolicall apparitions in his houſe, that no

mandaring toinhabite it, it became defolate : for every day thereappeared

the Image of this Epicure fitting at a board, with a number ofhis ghefts,

drinking, carousing, and making good cheare ; and his table furniſhed

with delicates, and attended on bymany that miniftred neceffaries unto

them, beſide with minfrels, trumpetters, andfuchlike. Infumme,what-

foeverhe delighted is in his life time,was there tobe feene every day. The

Lord permitting Satan to bleare mens eyes with fuch ftrange fhewes, to

theend that others mightbe terrified fromfuch Epicurifme and impiety.

Not inferiortoany of the former in Atheiſmeand impiety, and equall

toall in mannerof puniſhment, was one of our owne nation, offresh and

late memory, called Marlin, by profeffion a fcholler, broughtupfrom his

youthinthe Vniverfity of Cambridge, but by pra&tife a Play-maker, and

aPoetof fcurrility , whoby giving too large a fwing tohis ownewit, and

fufferinghis luft tohave the full reines,fell(not without juft defert) to that

great outrage and extremity, that he denied God, andhis fonne Chrift,

andnotonely inword blafphemed the Trinity, but alſo (as it is credibly

reported) wrotebooks againſt it, affirming our Saviour tobe but adecei-

ver, and Mofes tobebut a feducer of the people, and the holy Bibletobe

butvaine and idle ftories, and all Religion but a device of policy. But fee

what a hookethe Lord put in thenoftrils ofthis barkingdogge : fo itfell

out, that as he purpoſed to ftab one whom he ought a grudge unto, with

his dagger, the other partyperceiving, fo avoydedthe ftroke, that withall

catching hold of his wreft,he ſtabbed his ownedagger intohis ownhead;

infuch fort, that notwithstanding all the means of furgery that could be

wrought, he ſhortly afterdied thereof : the manner of his death being fo

terrible
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terrible (for he even curfed and blafphemed to his laſt gaſpe, and together

withhisbreathan oath flew outof his mouth) that it was not onely a ma-

nifeft figne of Gods judgement, but and fearefull terrour

an
!

to all that beheld him.Buthereindid thejuftice of God most notably ap-

peare,in thathe compelled his ownhandwhichhadwritten thofe blafphe-

mies, tobe the inftrumentto paniſh him,and that in his braine,whichhad

devifed thefame.

Another alfoof our owne nation is not to be overpaffed, who for an

Atheiftandan Epicure might comparewith any ofthe former,and forthe

judgement of God uponhim dothgive place to none. It was agentleman

of Bark hire,whofe name I forbeare toexpreffe,a manofgreat poffeffions.

This man was an open contemner of God and all Religion , a profeft

Atheist, and a fcorner oftheWordofGodand Sacraments ; infomuch,as

I have heard reported ofvery credible perfons,being a witneffe at thebap-

tifing ofa childe,hewould needs have it called Beelzebub. Befides this, he

was given overto all fenfualityofthe flesh, keeping in his houfe continu-

allynotorious ftrumpets, and that openlywithout fhame : his mouthwas

foaccuſtomed tofwearing, that he could fcarfe fpeakewithout an oath.

This miferableman, or ratherbeaft, havingcontinued long in this damna-

ble courſe of life, at last Gods heavy vengeance found him out : for upon a

certain dayriding abroad a hunting withanother companion,as they were

difcourfingofmanyvaine matters, it pleafed Almighty God of a fudden

to ſtrike him with fudden death for falling fuddenlyto the crupper ofhis

horfebackward, hewas taken downe ftarke dead, with his tongue hanging

out of his mouth after afearfull manner,and became aterrible exampleto

all wicked Atheiſts,of Gods juftice.

Hither I mightadde the examples of others, who having been in high

placesof favour informer times, are fallen likeLuciferfrom their heaven,

that is, theirworldly felicity, and live like him in chaines of impriſon-

ments. Theſe hadwont (being in theirbravery) to mocke at all Religion,

and tomake themſelves merrywithfcoffingat the holy Scripture,butthe

Lord hathbrought themdowne,and plucked the feathers of their pride,to

teach them to know there is a God, and that Religion is no matter of po-

licy, but Gods owne ordinance, tobring men tobleffedneffe ; and let them

be affured,if they repent not, the Lord will yet further execute hisvenge-

anceuponthem,and makethem more manifeftfpe&tacles ofhisjuftice.

Many moremoderne andhome- bred examples I could adde ; of ſome

that were hanged, fome that died defperate, fome that were deprivedof

their fenfes, having been notorious Atheiſts and Epicures in their lives;

but I hope theſe already named are fufficient to prove, that the Lord of

heaven obferveth the wayes ofmen,and rewardeth every man according to

his works, eſpecially ſuch as ſtrive to deny his Effence or hisfonne Chrift.

Iwould to God (and I pray it from my heart) that all Atheiſts in this

Realme , and in the worldbefide , would by the remembrance and con-

fideration oftheſe examples either forfake their horrible impiety, or that

they might in like manner come todeftru&tion;and ſo thatabominable fin

which fo flourisheth amongſt men of greateſt name,might either be quite

extinguiſhed and rooted out, or at leaft fmothered and kept under, that it

durft not ſhew it headanymore intheworldseye.

CHAP.
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CHAP XXII.

Touching the tranfgreffors of the fecondComman-

dement, by Idolatry...

E havehitherto feenehow andinwhat fort they,thatei-

ther by malice, or impiety, or Apoftafie , orherefie, or

otherwifehave tranfgreffed the firft Commandement

have been punished : Let us now confider the judge-

ments that have befallen Idolaters, the breakersof the

fecond Commandement. Butbeforewe proceed, wee

muftknow,thatas it is required ofusby the firft Com

mandement, tohold God for our true and onely God, to repofe all our

whole truft and confidence in him, and call upon him, ferve andworship

him alone , fo in the fecond to this the contrary to this is forbidden;

which is, todoe any manner of ſervice, honour, and reverenceby devotion

to Idols,forafmuch he is a Spirit (that is tofay, of a fpirituall nature and

Effence, which is infinite and incomprehenfible) fo loveth he a ſpirituall

worshipand fervice, which is anſwerable tohis nature, and not by Images

and pictures,and fuchotheroutward and corruptiblemeans,whichhehath

innowife commanded : wherefore Ifaiah the Prophet reproving the folly

and vanity of Idolaters, faith, Towhom will you liken God, or what fimilitude

will you fet upunto him : Therefore if it be not Gods will, that under pre-

tence andcolour of hisownename, any Image or picture ſhould be adored

(being a thing notonly inconvenient, but alfo abfurd and unfeemly) much

leffe canhee abide to have them worſhipped under the name and title of

any creature whatfoever. And for this caufe gavehe thefecond Comman-

Chap.40.18 . dement, Thoushalt not make tothyfelfe anygravenImage &c. which prohibi-

Iohn 4.

Exod.32.

tion the Ifraelites brake in the defart,when they fet up a golden calfe ,and

bowed themſelves before it after the manner ofthe Paynims,giving it the

honourwhichwas onely due to God : whereby they incurred the indigna-

tion of Almighty God, who is ftrong and jealous of fufferinganyfuch

flander to be done unto his name : wherefore he cauſed three thouſandof

them tobe ſtroken and wounded to death by the band of the Levites , at

thecommandement of Mofes, to make his anger againſt Idolatry more

manifeft, by causing them to be executioners of his revenge, whowere

ordained forthe miniftry ofhis Church, and the ſervice of the Altarand

Tabernacle. Howbeitfor all this, thefame people not longafter,fell back

intothefame fin, and bowed themſelves befere ftrange gods, and through

Numb.27⚫ the allurements of the daughtersof Moab, joyned themſelves toBelphegor:

forwhichcaufe the Lord being infenced, ftroke them with fogrievous a

plague, that there died of them in one day about twenty and foure thou-

fandperfons.

And albeit that after all this, being brought by him into the land of

promife,hehad forbidden andthreatned them,for cleaving tothe Idols of

the nations, whofe land they poffeffed, yetwere they fo prone to Idolatry,

that notwithſtanding all this,they fell toferve Baaland Aftarotb:wherefore

the fire of Godswrathwas inflamed againſt them, and hegave them over

to
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tobe aſpoyleand preyuntotheir enemies on every fide, fo that formany

fometimes the Moabites oppreffed them, otherwhiles the Madiayeares,

nites,and everafter thedeathofany oftheirIudges and Rulerswhich God

raiſed up fortheirdeliverance,fome grievous punishmentbefell them :for

then(beingwithout law orgovernment)every mandid that which feemed

good inhis owne eyes,and fo turned afide from the rightway.

Nowalbeitthefe examples mayfeeme tohave fome affinitywith Apo-

ftafie, yet becauſe the ignorance and rudeneffe ofthe peoplewas rather the

caufe of their fallingawayfrom God, than any wilfull affection that raig-

ned inthem, therefore we place them in this ranke, as well as theyhavebin

alwaies brought upand nuzled in Idolatry.
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One of this crewwas Ochofias Kingof Iuda,fonne of Loram,who having 2 Chron.22 .

beforehiman evill prefident of his wicked father, and aworfeinftruction

and bringingupof his mother Athaliah, who togetherwith the houſe of

Achabprickedhimforward toevill, joyned himfelfe to them andto their

Idols, and for that caufewaswrapped in the fame punishment and deftru-

&ion with foram the King of Ifracl, whom Ichu flew together with the

Princesof Iuda,andmanyof his neere kinsmen.

And to be fhort, Idolatry hath been the decay and ruine oftheking,

domeof Iuda, as at all other times, fo efpeciallyunder TachasfonneofIo. 2 Kings 23 .

fias, thatraigned not above three moneths in Ierufalem, before hewas ta-

kenand led captive into Ægyptby the Kingthereof, and theredied : from

whichtimethewhole land became tributary tothe Kingof Egypt.

And not long after, itwas utterly deftroyed bytheforces of Nabuchad- 2 Kings 24 25

nezzarKingofBabel, that cameagainft Ierufalem and tooke it,and carried

King Joachimwith his mother, his Princes, his fervants, and the treaſurers

of the Temple, and his ownehouſe, into Babylon ; and finally tooke Ze-

decbias that fled away, andbefore his eyes caufed his fonnes to be flaine :

whichasfoone as he had beheld, commanded them alfotobe pulled out,

and fobindinghim in chaines of yron, carriedhimprifoner to Babylon ;

putting all the Princes of Iudah to the fword, confumingwith firethe

Temple, with the Kings Palace, and all the goodly buildings of Ierufa-

lem. And thus the wholekingdome (though byan efpeciall prerogative,

confecrated and ordained of God himfelfe) ceafed tobeakingdome, and

came to fuch an end, that itwas never re-established by God : it isno mar-

vell then if the like hapned to thekingdome of Ifrael,whichwas after a

fortbegun and confirmed bythe filthy idolatry of Ieroboams calves, which videl. 1.6.19

as his fucceffors maintained or favoured moreor leffe, fo were they expo-

fedto more or leffe plagues and incumbrances.

Nadab, Ieroboams fonne, beingnuzled and nurtured up in Idollworship, 1 Kings 15.27

after the example of his father, received a condigne punishment for his

iniquity:for Baafa thefonne of Abijabputbothhimand all theoff-fpring

of Ieroboams houfe to the fword, and raigned inhis ftead : who alfobeing

no whit better than thofewhomhehad flaine, was puniſhed in the perfor

of Elabis fonne,whom Zambri alfohis fervant flew. And this againe ufur-

pingthe crowne, enjoyed itbut ſeven dayes, at the end whereof (feeing

himfelfe indanger in the cityof Tirza, taken by Amri, whom the people

had chofenfor their King wentintothe palace oftheKings houfe,andbur-

ned himſelfe.

Asfor Achab,he multiplied Idolatry in Ifrael,and committed morewic-

kedneffe
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kedneffe than all his predeceffors, wherefore the wrath of God was ftret-

ched out against him and his ; for he himselfe was wounded to death in

battell by the Syrians, his fonforam flainby Iehu, and threeſcore and tenof

his children put to death in Samariaby their governors and chiefe of the

city,fendingtheir heads inbaskets to Iehu.

Above all, a most notable and manifeft example of Gods judgement

was feeneinthe death of Iezabel hiswife, that hadbeen his fpurre and pro.

vokertoall miſchiefe,whenby her Eunuchsand moft trufty fervants,at the

commandement of Ichu, fhe was throwne downe out of a window , and

trampled under the horfefeet, and laft of alldevoured of dogs. Moreover,

the greatestnumber ofthe kings of Ifrael that fucceeded him, were mur-

thered one after another : fothat the kingdome fell to fuchalow decline,

that it became firſt tributary to the KingofAffyria,and afterward invaded

andfubvertedby him,and the inhabitants tranfported intohis land,whence

they never returned, but remained fcattered here and there likevagabonds,

and all for their abhominable Idolatry. Whichought tobe aleffon to all

people, Princes, and Kings, that feeing that God fpared not theſe two

Realmes of Iuda and Ifrael, but deſtroyed and rooted themout from the

earth, much leffe will he fpare any other kingdome and Monarchywhich

continue by their Images and Idol-worship, to ſtirre up his indignation

againſt them.
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CHAP. XXV.

Ofmany evils that have come upon Christendome for Idolatry.

Fwe confider andfearch out the caufe of the ruine of

the Eaft Empire, and of fo, many famous and flouri-

fhing Churches as were before time in the greateſt

part of Europe, and namely in Greece, we fhall finde

that Idolatryhath been the cauſe of all : for even as it

got footingand increaſe in their dominions, fo equal-

ly did the power of Saracens and Turkiſh tyranny

take root andfoundation among them, andprofpered

fo well, that thereft ofthe world trembled at the report thereof; God ha-

ving raiſed and fortified them, as before timehe haddonethe Affyrians

and Babylonians,aswhips and fcourges to chaften the people and Nations

oftheworld that wickedly had abuſed his holy Gofpel, and bearing the

nameof Chriftians, had become Idolaters : for noothernamethan this

can be giventhem, that indevotion doe any mannerof homage to Images

and pictures, whatſoever may fuperficially be alleadged to the contrary.

For be it the Image either of Prophet, Apoftle, or Chrift Iefus himselfe,

yet it is neceffary that thelawof God ftand wholeand found, whichfaith,

Thou shalt make thy felfe no graven Image, nor any likeneffe ofthings either in

heavenabove, or in earth beneath, thou Jhalt not bow downe to them, nor worship

them , .Wherefore he performed the partof agood Biſhop,that finding

Jobs Bifhop availeſpread in the entrance of a Church dore, wherein the Image of

oflerufalem. Chriftor of fome other Saintwas pictured, rent it in pieces, with theſe

Epipbax.

words,
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words, That it was against the authority of thefacred Scriptures, to have

Image of Chrift fet upin the Church. After the fame manner, Serenus Bishop

of Marfcilla, beat downe and banished all Images out of his Churches,as

occafions of Idolatry : and to ſhun them the more, it was ordained in the

Elibertine Councell, that no Image nor picture fhould be fetupinany

Church : for which caufe alfo the Emperour Leo the third, by an open

Edict commanded his ſubjects to caft out of their Temples all pictures Paul.Diacon.

and ftatues of Saints, Angels,and whatfoever elfe,to the intent that all oc-

cafions of Idolatry might be taken away: yea and he burned fome,and pu-

nithed divers otherwife,that in this regard were not pliant,but diſobedient

tohis commandement. Afterwhich time,when Imageswere recalled into

Greece and into Conftantinople (the chiefe city and feat of the Eaft Em-

pire) it came to paffe by a greatand dreadfull (yet juft)judgement ofGod,

that this famous and renowned city, in theworlds eye impregnable, after

long fiege,and great and furious affaults)was at length taken bythe Turks,

who havingwonthebreach , and entred with fury,drove the poore Empe-

rour Palaologus (even till then fighting for the cities defence) to that extre-

mity,that in retyringamongthe preafe of his ownfouldiers,he wasthron-

ged and trampled todeath ; and his flain bodybeing found,was beheaded,

andhis head contemptuously caried about the cityupon a launce.Now af-

ter themaffacre ofmany thousand men,tomakeup a compleat, & abfolute

cruelty, they drew the Empreffewithher daughters and many other ladies

and gentlewomen to a banquet, where after many vile andhorrible wrongs

and difgraces, they killed and tore them in pieces in moft monftrous man-

ner. Inall which, the execution of Gods moſt juft wrathfor Idolatrydid

moft livelyappeare :which finne,accompanied withmany other execrable

andvilevices,muft needs draw after it a grievous and terriblepunishment,

to ferve for example to others that were to come : neither was it athing

bychance, orhap-hazzard,that the Chriftians were made a mocking Rock

tothem in thatwofull day,when in their bloudy triumphs they caufed a

Crucifix to be carried through the streets in contempt, and throwingdurt

upon it, cried in theirLanguage, This is the gallant godof Chriftians. And

thus did God licenſe and permit theſe favage Turksto commit every day

grievous outrages, and to makegreat wafts and defolations in all Chri-

ftendome, till that they grew fomighty, that it is to befeared left the fay- Lactant.lib.s. ,

Inftitut.ca.I s.

ingof Lactantius touching the returne of the Empire into Afia, be notve-

rified and accomplishedvery ſhortly,if therebe noamendment practifed :

forwe feeby wofull experience, that almoſt allthe forceswhich Chriftian

Princes have muffered from all quarters,in pretence torefift their furyand

rage, have not only been bootleffe and unprofitable,but alfo thatwhich is

worfe,giventhem further occafion by theirbloudyvictories, and wonder-

full flaughter offo many millions ofmen,tomakethem moreobftinatein

their deteftable Mabometifme& Turkish Religion thantheywerebefore:

for theymaketheirboats thereof, and reare up trophies of their cruel-

ties, takingno more pitty of the vanquished, thanthe Butcher doth of a

Sheepallotted to the flaughter. Whereof we have a pittifull examplein

the overthrow of theFrench army,which Jobs the fonne of Philip Duke of

Burgondy led against the Turke Bajazes, and by the treachery and cowar-

dife of the Hungarians,whoin the time of battell turned theirbacks and

fled,was overcome : in that thiswicked and cruell Tygre expreflycharged,

K That
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98 That all the prifoners (in numbermany) fhould be murthered one after

another , which was readily executed before his eyes ; fo that favingthe

chiefe Captaines and certaine few Lords of thecompany,that were fpared

inrefpect ofgreat ranſomes,there eſcaped not one alive.

cent.4.cap.3.

lib.12.6.27.

Befides thefe generall calamities, the Lord bath particularly fhewne

forthhis indignation against private perfons and places for Idolatry : as in

Spoletium at onetime thereperifhed by an earthquakethreehundred and

fifty, whileft theywere offering facrifice unto Idols . At Rome under the

Cent.3.cap.14 Empire of Alexander Severus, after that the left hand ofthe Imageof In .

piterwas miraculously melted, the Priefts going about to pacific the an-

ger of their godswithLetifterns and facrifices, foure of them together

withthe Altarand Idoll were ftricken in pieces with a thunderbolt, and

fuddenlyfuch a terrible darkneffe overfpread all the city, that mostofthe

inhabitants ran out into the fields all amafed . Moreover, did not theLord

fend lightningfrom heavento inflame that notorious Temple of Idolatry,

Theodor.lib:3 . of Apollo, or rather the Devill of Delphos, in the time of Iulian thewic-

cap.9. 10. ked Apoftate, whileft he was exercifing tortures upon one Theodorus a

Chriftian, anddid it not confume the Imageof Apollo to afhes ? Thefa-

mousandrichTemple of Iupiter at Apamea, howftrangely did itcometo

Nicephorus ruineand deſtruction ? Forwhenthe Prefidentand Tribunes (who had in

charge todeſtroy it) thought it a thingalmoſt unpoffible, by reaſon ofthe

ftrength ofthewals, and matterof it ; Marcellus the Bishop undertookthe

labour, and found out aman that promiſed to ſhake and root upthe foun-

dationof itbyfire ; butwhenhehad putit in practife, a blacke Devill ap-

peared and hindred thenaturall operationof the fire :which when Marcel-

I perceived, he bycarneftand zealous prayer droveaway the Devill, and

fothefirerekindled andconfumed it to nothing. In all which examples

wemayfeethewonderfull indignationof God again Idoll-worshippers

when byfuch frangeand extraordinary meanshebringeth them todeftru-

&ion. Andthis doubtleffe is nonewcourfe, for even fince the beginning

oftheworld (ifwe confult Hiftories)we shall finde, that well nigh all the

kingdomes, places, perfons,and countries that havebeen anywife infected

with this finne,have ſtill come tofome ruine or other, and to ſome great

overthrow, andtheir Idolatry fuppreffed by fome notable and ftrange ac-

cident. Whereof Saint Hierome may beawitneffe,who affirmeth , That

whenIefus being a childe was carried into Egypt for feare of Herod, all

the Idolsof Egypt felldowne,and all their miracles becamemute,which

theProphet Ifaias foreſeeing, faith, Behold, the Lordridethupon aswiftcloud.

andſhallcomeinto Agypt,andthe Idols ofEgyptfhallmelt in the midst of her.

Befides, the generall filence of the Devill in his Oracles throughout the

worldprefentlyupon Chrifts Incarnation, is a thing known and confeffed

of allmen. Notwithſtanding all which, the holy Popewill ſtill maintain

his Idolatry, albeit the Lord hath mademanifefttokens of his indigna-

tion against it. As appearethby that which happened in theyeare 145 1,

beingthe Popes Iubile,when fuch a concourfe of people was madefrom

all quartersof theworld tohonourthatfuperftitious day : for the people

beingupon Adrians bridge, wereſo thruft together, that twohundred men

and threehorfes loft their lives,being trampled upon and ſtifled to death :

many fell intothe water over thebridge,andfoperished ; ofwhom anhun-

dred and thirty were buried at Saint Celfus. And theſe are the fruits of

Ifay 19.T
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their Indulgences, whicharetoo much bought and fought for , andof

their Iubilies , proceeding from the Bishop ofRomehis impious and fa-

crilegious zeale. Now to efchew theſe and fuch like misfortunes ; the

trueandonely meanes is, an unfained diverfion from all Idolatry and Su-

perftition, andwhatſoever elfe contrarieth the purefervice ofGod, and a

converfation untohim,tofervehim in fpirit and truth, as the Scripture ex-

horteth.
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CHAP. XXVI.

Ofthose that at anytime corruptedand mingled Gods Religion

withbumane inventions,or went about to change or dif-

quiet the difcipline ofthe Church.

Owfeeing that God hath fet downe a certaine forme

ofdoctrine and inſtruction , according towhich hee

would haveus to ſerve him, and eſtabliſhed a kinde of

difcipline tobe obſerved and maintained ofevery man

inviolably , it behoveth therefore every Chriſtian to

conforme himfelfe untothis order ; and not to be

guided by every fickle imagination ofhis own braine,

or every rafh prefumption that arifeth inhimselfe, butonelybythe direct

rule ofGodsWord, whichonelywe ought to follow. By meanes ofneg-

lecting which duty , many vaine and perniticus ceremonies and ſtrange

fuperftitions have beene brought in and fwayed mightily : by reafon

whereof great Controverfies and Difputations are taken up at this day.

Albeit indeed it beathing manifeft , that being notgrounded and prop-

ped uponthe Anchor ofthe Scriptures,they ought to be abolished, what

braveoutward fhew in appearance foever theybeare.

Levit 26.

Andthat they fet abroach things are not blameleffe and excufable be-

foreGod,it appeareth by the punishment of Nadab and Abihu,who being Numb 346

ordained Priefts of God, to facrifice and offer onely thofe things which

werecommanded in the Law, yetwere foevill adviſed as to offer ftrange

incenfe and perfume upon the Altar , received at the very inftant of the

fa&condigne punishmentfortheir prefumption : forfuddenly this their

ftrange fire invaded them fo fiercely,and fo piercingly, that theywerefoon

burned and confumed therewith: and fo they were not ſpared , albeit

theywere Aarons fonnes , even his firft borne , and Mofes Nephewes ;

that bythem all other might feare and take warning how to enterpriſe any

thing in Gods fervice contrary to his expreffe Ordinance.

Thismoderation alfo ought tobe obferved in the Church Diſcipline,

towit, that every man containe himſelfe within the Precincts ofhis voca-

tion,and that none intrude themſelves intoanychargewithout beingcal-

led of God thereunto : whereof Corahgreatly faulted , when beingnot Numb.16.

content with the dignity ofa Levites office which Godhad bestowed up-

onhim,he ambitiously afpired tothe Priefts office, and befides this ſtirred

upanddrewto his faction Dathan and Abiram, and many others , to the

numberK 2
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numberoftwo hundred and fifty perfons, against Mofes and Aaron : but

hedrew withall thevengeance of Goddowneupon bimfelfe and all that

tooke his in most horrible and fearefull manner for fome ofthem,

towit,thetwohundred andfifty, who, notwithstanding Mofes reproofe,

were fohardyand prefumptuous as toprefent themselves the next morrow

after the tumult,openly before the Tabernacle, tooffer Incenfe, as ifthey

had beene true Priefts, were for their flame ofAmbition and Pride,fet on

fire and confumed withthe flame of Gods wrath : others, towit, Dathan

and Abiram, fortheir audacious enterpriſe againſt God, intheperfonof

his fervants,Mofes and Aaron,and theirhigh mindedneffe and rebellion, in

not comming out of their Tents at the commandment of Mofes, were

thrownedowne into the lowest pit,the earth opening hermouth,and ſwal-

lowing them up alivewith their Tents and Families,and all that belonged

untothem , to the fearefull amafement ofthe whole people, that were be-

holders of this Spectacle.

Oziah King ofIuda, carried himselfe a long while uprightly and mo-

deftly in the fervice of God : but after God had given him many great

victories over his enemies the Philiftims, theArabians,the Amorites, and

that his renowne andfearewas fpreadnotonely tohis neighbours, but al

foto ftrangenations, by andby his heartwas puftupwith pride and felfe-

conceit,that he dared to enter the Temple of God, andburne Incenfe up-

on the Altar, whichbelonged onely to the Priefts office to doe : and not

obeying the frong refiftance and countermand of the good Prieſts that

had charge of the Temple, hewas ftrucken with a Leprofie, and hastily

carried outand fequeftred fromthe focietyof men all his life time. And

fothis proudKing that foolishly tooke uponhim more than was lawfull

and convenient,was forced torecoile, andtobe ftill, being bumbled under

fogrievous afcourge as never forfooke him till his death.

I Chron. 13. in

Whenthe Arke of the Covenant was in bringing from Abinadabs houſe

Kyriatbjarim,ina Cartguided by a and Ahio, Abinadabs ſonnes , it

fell outontheway,that it being fhakenby the Oxen , ( unfitServitors for

fuch a worke ) Vzzaput forth his hand to hold it ; but therein heewent

beyond his charge , and therefore was punished forthwith withprefent

death,forhis inconfiderate rafhneffe : for albeit he was both a Levite, and

thoughtnoevill inhis heart, yetinno refpect was he licenced to touch

the Arke,being a thing lawfull for the Pricfts onely. Let therefore every

onebe advised bythefe Examples, to follow the rule, in ferving God, that

isby him defigned , in all fimplicity, modeftie, and obedience, without

altering or declining, or undertaking any thing above or befide their

calling.
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CHAP. XXV II.

ofPerjuries.

He third Commandement (which is , Thou shalt nèt

take the Name ofthe Lord thy Godin vaine ) is firft and

eſpecially brokenby Perjury, when God is fo lightly

efteemed, nay, fo defpifed , that without any regard

had to his Name , that is to ſay, tohis Greatneffe,

Majefty, Power, Divine vertue, and fearefull Iuftice,

(for theſe bee his names ) men by fraud and ma-

lice abufe their Oathes , either in denying that which is true , or

affirming that which is untrue , or neglecting their promiſes made

andvowed toothers : forthis is neither to have refpe&t unto his prefence,

who is everywhere, nor reverence to his Majeftie, who is God of Heaven

and Earth, but rather to makehimbeare witneffe toour lye and falfhood ;

as ifhe approved it , or had nopower torevenge the injury and diſhonour

done tohim. And therefore against fuch, in threatningwords hedenoun-

ceth judgement , that Hewillnot holdhim guiltleffe that taketh hisName in

vaine. Howbeit very many over-boldly give themſelves overtothisfinne,

making little or no confcience to coufen one another even byforfwear-

ings: whereby they give moft cleare evidence against themſelves , that

they havevery little feare of Godbeforetheir eyes , and are not guided by

any other rule fave of their owne affections by which they fquare out and

build their oathes, and pullthem done againe at their pleaſures ; for let it

be a matter ofvantage,and then they will keepethem, but ſtraightwayifa

Contrary perfwafion comein their braine , theywill cancell them by and

by: whereintheydeale farre worfe and more injuriously with God , than

with their knowneenemies ; for he that contrary to his fworne faith de-

ceiveth his enemy;declareth that thereinhe feareth him , but feareth not

God ; and careth for him, but contemneth God. It was thereforenot

withoutgood reaſon thatall antiquity ever marked them with the coat of

infamy that forfwore themſelves . And thereupon it is that Homer lo of-

ten taunteth the Trojans by reafon of theirfoufuall Perjuries . The Egyp-

tians had them in deteftation as prophane perfons, and reputed it fo Ca-

pitall a crime , that whofoever was convinced thereof was punished by

death. The ancient Romanes reverenced nothing morethen faith inpub.

like affaires, for which cauſetheyhad intheir Citie a Templededicated

to it :whereinfor amore ftraitbond they ufed folemnely to promife and

fwearetoall the conditions ofPeace, Truces, and Bargaines, which they

made,and to curſe thoſewhichwent about first to breake them : for grea-

terfolemnity and confirmation hereof, they were accuſtomed at thofe

times to offer facrifices to the image of faith for more reverence fake .

Hence it was that Attilius Regulus,chiefe Captaine of the Romane Army

against the Carthaginians, was fo highly commended ofall men,becauſe

when hewas overcome and taken prifoner,and fent to Rome, he onely for

his oathesfakewhich he had fworne,returned againe to the enemy, albeit

bee knew what grievous torments were provided for him at his returne.
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Others alfo that came withhim,though they were intreated, and by their

Parents, Wives, and Allies, inftantly urged not toreturne toHannibals

Campe , could in no wife be moved thereunto : but becauſe they had

fworne tothe enemie, if the Romans did notaccord to thofe conditions

whichwere offered, to comeagaine , they preferred the bond and reve-

rence oftheir promiſed faith,thoughaccompanied with perpetuall capti-

vity,before their private commodities,and neereft linke of affection. But

twooftheſeten ( forfo manywere they ) falfified their oath, and whatſo-

ever miſt they might caft to darken and difguife their Perjury with, yet

werethey condemned of all men for cowards, and faint-hearted Traytors :

infomuch that the Cenfors alfo nored them with infamy for the fact ;

whereat they tooke fuch griefe and inward forrow, thatbeing weary of

their lives,they flew themſelves. Nowwhat can they pretend that pro-

feffe themſelves Chriftians and Catholickes,to excuſe theirPerjuries,fee-

Ciclib.1.ing that the very Heathen cry out foloud and cleere, That an oath and

faith is fofacredly to be kept towards our enemies ? This is one ofthe

greateftvertues and commendations whichthe Pfalmiftattributeth tothe

faithfull man, & him that feareth God,andwhom God avoucheth for his

owne, Not tofalfifie his oath that hefweareth, though it be tohis dammage . The

Gibeonites although theywere fo execrable a people, that for their great

and horrible wickedneffes andabominations they mightbe well efteemed

for Hereticks , yet the Princes of Ifrael, after they had fworne and given

their faithuntothem, would in no wife retra& or goe agaiuft their oath,

albeit,therein they were deceived by them , for feare of incurring the

wrath of God, that fuffereth not a Perjurer to goe unpunished. Vpon

what ground or example ofholy Scripture thenmay that Doctrine ofthe

Councell ofConftance be founded , the purportwhereofis, That aman

ought not tokeepe his faith with Hereticks ? I omitto ſpeake howtheſe

good Fathers (by Hereticks ) meant thofemenwho fearing God , relyed

themſelves uponhis Word, and rejected the foolish and fuperftitious in-

ventions ofmen. And underwhat colour can the Popes ufurpe this Au-

thority, to quit and diſcharge ſubjects oftheir oathwherewith they are

bound to their Superiors yet this was the impious audacity of Pope

Zacharia, Pope Bonifacethe 8, and Pope Benedict de la Lune, who freed the

Frenchmen from theirduty and obedience which they ought unto their

Kings.In like manner difgorged Gregory the 7 his choler and fpight againſt

Enguerran de the Emperour Henry , by forbidding his Subjects to be his Subjects,

Monpritet and to yeeld that obedience unto him which Subjects were bound

todoc.

Platina,

I Sam.14.

Marc.6.

2Kings 17.

Howbeitifanoath be madeeither againſt God, orto the damage and

hurt ofour neighbour ( it being for that cauſe unlawfull ) it behoveth us

toknow thatweought to revoke it, leftwee fall into the finne of Sauland

Herod. Nowwhat puniſhments God hath laid upon Perjuries, thefe Ex-

amplesthat follow fhall make knownuntous. Ofee the laft Kingof Ifrael,

being made ( by Gods juft judgement for his finnes ) ſubject and tributa-

ry to Salmanazar King ofAthur , without regard to the bond wherewith

hewasbound,and to his faith which he had plighted, confpired and ente-

red leaguewiththe KingofEgypt, againsthim: but he difcoveringtheir

feditious and privie confpiracies,affembled his forces , fpoyled his coun-

trey,andbad them warre on all fides ; laying fiege to the chiefe Citie of

his
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his Kingdome, after three yeeres tooke it, together withthe forfworne

King,whom he put in clofeprifon,andkept very ftraightly , leading him

and hiswhole Nation captive into Syria, to end their dayes in mifery: of

which evill,as ofall others that happened in that warre, the disloyalty and

Treafon ofOfeewas the nextand chiefcft cauſe.

103

Amongthe bed. roll of finnes which Zedechias the laft King of Iuda is

notedwithall inholy Scripture, Perjury is one ofthe count: for notwith-

ftandinghe received his Kingdome of Nabuchadnezzar , and had fworne 2 Chron.3

fealty tohim, as to his Soveraigne, yet brake he his oath in rebelling

against him ; whichwas the very caufe ofhis deftruction : for Nebuchadnez.

ar tobe revenged on his difloyalty, fent a puiffant Armie againſt Ierufa.

lem, which took, fpoyled, and burnt it , andovertooke the Perjurer in his

flight,and first madehim abeholder ofthe flaughter ofhis owne children,

and thenhad his owneeyes bored out,andwas carried in chaines to Baby-

lon,fervingfor aſpectacle to all pofteritie, ofGods wondrous judgements

upon Perjurers. And thus both the Kingdomes of Ifrael and Iuda

were for breach and falfifying their Oath quite extinguiſhed and ra-

fed out.

Thegreatdeceiver and moft treacherous perfon, one ofthem, thatever Plutarch.

Greecefaw,was Lifander theLacedemonian,a bufie-body,full ofcunning,

fubtilty,and craft, and one that performed the moſt of his acts ofWarre,

moreby fraud and ftratagems,than by any other meanes : this was he that

faid,Thatwhenthe Lions skinne ( meaningFortitude ) would not ſerve, it

was needfull then to fow unto it the Foxes cafe ( meaningfubtilty ) he

made ſo little reckoning of forfwearinghimselfe, that hewould often fay,

Thatchildrenwere tobe coufened with trifles, as Dice and Cockles, and

old menwith Oathes : butwithdeceitfull tricks hewasoccafion ofmuch

evill,and divers murders : but at laſt this Foxe makingwarre againſt the

Thebans,for that they had taken part withthe Athenians againſthim, and

given themfuccour and meanesfor recoveringtheir liberty , was taken in

the trap,and flaine at thefoot oftheirwalls.

Metius Suffetius, Generall ofthe Albanes, procured the Fidenates to en- Livie

terwarre againſt theRomanes, contrary to his oath whichhe had fworne

untothem ,and being called by the Romanes totheir fuccour , and placed

in anoutWingto helpe ifneed were, whileft thereft were fighting, hee

drove away the time in ordering his men, and rangingthem into fqua-

drons,tofeewhichpart fhould havethe beft,thathe mightjoyne himfelfe

untothat fide . But Tullus the Roman Kinghaving obtained the victory,

andſeeingthe cowardife, fubtilty, and treafon ofthis Albane, adjudged

him toa moftſtrange and vile death,anfwerableto his fact : for as he had

inhis body adouble beart fwimmingbetween two ftreames, and now rea-

dytogoethisway, now that, fowas his body difmembred and torne in

pieces byfourehorfes,drawingfourecontrarywayes : to ferve for an ex-

ampletoall others tobe more fearefull and true obfervers of their oathes

thanhewas.

Inoldtimethe Africans and Carthagenians were generally noted for

perfidy andfalfhood aboveother Nations ; thecaufe ofwhichbruit was

principally that old fubtile Souldier Annibal,an old deceiver , and anoto- Liv.Decad.3.

rious Perjurer,whobyhis crafts and coufenings which he wrought with lib.1.

out Religionor feare ofGod,raiſed up the evill report. This fubtile Foxe

having
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havingmade warre in Italy fixteen yeeres, and all that while troubled and

vexed theRomanes fore, after many victories , waftings of Countries,

ruines, and fackings of Cities, and cruell bloodshed, was at length over-

comebyScipio in his owne Conntrey; and perceiving that his Country-

menimputedthe cauſe oftheir fall untohim , and fought to make him

odious tothe Romanes,by laying to his charge the breach of that league

whichwasbetwixt them,he fled to Antiochus Kingof Syria , not fomuch

forhis owne fafeties fake, as to continue his warre against the Romanes,

whichheknew Antiochus tobe inhammering , becauſe they came fo neere

unto his Frontiers : but hefound his hope fruftrate ; forKing Antiochu,

for theſmall truft he affied inhim,and the daily fufpition ofhis treachery,

would not commitany charge ofhis Armie into his hand , although for

valiantneffe and proweffe he was fecond to none of that Age. It came to

paffetherefore,that as foone as Antiochuswas overthrown ofthe Romanes,

hewas conftrained to flie to Prufius King ofBythinia,that tooke him into

his protection : but being as treacherous himfelfe, hee foone devifed a

meanesto betray him to Quintius , the Generall of the Romane Armie :

whichwhen Annibal understood , and feeing that all paffages for evafion

were cloſed up, and thathe couldnot anyway eſcape, he poyfonedhim-

felfe , and fo miferably ended his treacherous life. And thus the de-

ceitwhichhe pra&tifed towards others, fell at length upon his owne Pate,

to his utterdeftru&tion .

Albeit that Perjurers and forfwearersweretothe Egyptians very odi-

ousandabominable ( aswee faid before ) yet among them there was one

Ptolome,who tobereave his fifter Arfinoe of her Kingdome,ftained himfelfe

withthis villanous fpot,and thereby brought his purpofe to paffe ; for pre-

tending and protefting great affection and love unto her in theway of

marriage(for fuch incestuous marriages were there through a perverfeand

damnable cuftomenot unlawfull) and avowingthe fameby folemne oath

before her Embaffadours,did notwitſtanding foon make knowne the drift

of his intent,whichwas to make himfelfe King : for being arrived in

fhew to confummate Marriage , at his firft approach hee caufed his

Nephewes (herfonneswhich hehad by herformer husband Lyfimachus,

andwere comeforth from their mother to give him entertainment on the

way) tobeflaine ; yea, and left theyfhould efcape his hands, hee purfued

them eventotheir mothers bofome, and there murthered them, and after

(expellingher alfofrom herKingdome ) caughtthe Crowne, and reigned

Tyrant inherroome : allwhich miſchiefehe committed by reafonof the

faithleffe oathwhichhee had taken : and although that in fuch a cafe no

oath ought to bee of force to confirme folawfull affiance ( though it bee

pronounced and takenby the nameand inthe Temple of their Idols ) yet

notwithanding it being donewith an evill confcience, and to an evill pur-

poſe,he that did it canbe no leffe then a Perjurer. But for this and other

vices itcame to paffe,that ere longhe was conquered by the Gaules, who

taking him in battell , flew him and cut offhis head,and having faftened

it upon a Lance , carried it in figneofvictory and triumphup and downe

the hoaft.

Amost notable example ofthe punishment of Perjurie and falfhood in

Vladislaus KingofHungaryand his Armydeftroyed bythe Turkes , is fet

downe in Bonfinus his Hungarian Hiftory , after this manner. It fell out

that
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men,but more

Caftiles

that the King ofHungary had fo well beftirred himselfe againſt the Turks, 115

that Amurathes was glad ( upon unequall conditions, and even to his owne

hurt,andtheir good) to conclude apeace with him :wherein it wasagreed,

that certaine Provinces fhould be restored to the Hungarian, which other-

wifecould not have been recovered butbygreatloffe ofmen. Thisleague

being made,and the Articles thereofengroffed in both Languages, with a

folemne oath taken onboth parties for the confirmation of the fame; be-

hold the Cardinall of Florence, Admirall ofthe Naviewhich lay upon the

Sea Hellefpont ( now called Saint Georges Arme, which divideth Turkie It is fo called

from Greece ) fendeth Letterstothe Kingof Hungary to perfwade him bythe French

to difannull and repeale this new concluded peace : This practife like- commonly,

wife did Cardinall Iulian,the Popes Legate in Hungaric , with might and the Straits of

maine helpe forward : whichtwogood pillars of the Church, inſpired

withonandthefame fpirit,wrought togetherfoeffe&uallywith the king,

that at that inftance he falfified his oath,broke the peace, and fent to Con-

ftantinople todenounce Warre afresh ; and forthwith whilft their Em-

baffadorswere retyring their Garrisons outofMifia, to bring them into

theirhandsagaine, and hadfentforty thousandcrownes for the ranfomeof

greatmenwhichwere prifoners,and had reſtoredthe Realme ofRafcia and

all their Captives, according to the tenouroftheir late league, not know-

ingofthis newbreach : inthe meanewhile ( I fay be fet forward his Ar.

mie towards the great Turkes in all expedition. Now the Turkes fecuté

and mifdoubtingnothing,were fet uponunawares bythe King,yet putting

themſelves in defence,theregrew a longand ſharpe barrell, till Amarathes

perceivinghis fide todecline, andalmoft overcome,pulled out of his bo-

fometheArticles ofthe aforefaid peace,& lifting up his eyesto heaven,ut-

tered theſe ſpeeches:O Iefus Chrift, thefeare the leagues that thy Chrifti

anshavemade and confirmedby(wearingbythyname , andyet have bro-

kenthem againe ifthou beef a God,as they faythouart , revenge this

injuriewhich is offered boththee and mee andpunish thoſe Truce-break-

ingVarlets. Hehadſcarceended thefe fpeeches, but the Chriftians bat-

tell andcouragebegan torebate , Vladislaus himselfe was flaineby theTa-

nizaries,his horfebeing firft hurt , biswhole Armywas diſcomfited, and

allhis people put to thefword,faving a fewthat fled : amongſt whom was

the right reverend Embaffadorofthe Pope, who as foone as he had thruſt

in over the eares,withdrew himſelfe (forfooth) farre enough from blowes

ordanger. Then followedahorrible butcheryofpeople,and alamentable

noyfe ofpoorefoules ready to be ſlaughtered , for theyfpared none,but ha-

ledthem miferably in pieces,and executed ajuftand rigorous judgement

ofGodfor thatvile treachery and perjurywhichwas committed.

CHAP
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CHAP. XXVIII.

Moreexamples ofthe likefubject.

Vt let us adde a fewmoreexamples of fresher memory, as

touchingthis ungodly Perjury: And firft King Philip of

Macedony, who never made reckoning of keeping his

oathes,butſwore andunfwore them at his pleafure,and for

his commodity: doubtleffe it was oneofthe chiefeft cau-

feswhyhe andhiswhole Progenycame quickly to deftru-

InArcadicis. &tion ( as teftifieth Paufanias ) for hee himselfe being 46 yeeres old , was

flaine by oneof his owne fervants ; after which Olympias his wife made

awaytwoofhis fonnes,Anideas,and anotherwhichhe had by Cleopatra, At-

talus his neece,whom thefodtodeathina Cauldron : his daughter Thef

falonicaes children likewife all perished : and laftly , Alexander after all his

greatvi&ories,in themiddeftofhis pompe,was poyfoned at Babylon.

bitte

GregorieTours makethmention ofawicked Varlet in France amongthe

De confeffori people called Averni,that forfwearinghimfelfe in an unjuft caufe, hadhis

tonguefo prefently tyed, that hecould not fpeake butroare, andfoconti

nued,tillbyhis carneſt prayers and repentance the Lord reſtored to him-

felfe the ufe ofthat unruly member.

Liv.lib.3:
There were in oldtime certaine people ofItaly called qui , whereof

thememory remaineth onely at this day , for theywere utterly deftroyed

by 2.Cincinnatus. Thefehaving folemnely made a league with the Ro-

manes,and fworneunto itwith one confent, afterwardchoſe Gracchu Cluż-

lius for theirCaptaine, and under his conduct fpoyled the Fields and Ter-

ritories of the Romanes , contrary to the former league and oath.

Wherupon the Romansfent 2. Fabius, P. Volumnius, and 4. Pofthumius

Embaffadors tothem, to complaineof theirwrongs and demand fatif-

faction : but their Captaine fo little efteemed them, that he bad them

deliver their meffage to an Oake ſtanding thereby , whileft hee atten-

ded other bufineffe. Then one of the three turning himfelfe towards

the Oake , fpakeon this manner : Thou hallowed oake, and whatsoever else

belongeth to thegodsinthis place, heare and beare witnes ofthis disloyall part ,

andfavor our suft complaints , that with the assistance ofthegods wee may bee

revengedon this injury. This done they returned home , and fhortly after

gathering apower ofmen , fetupon and over came that truce- breaking

Nation.

In the yeer of Romebuilt, 317, the Fidenates revolted fromthe friend-

fhip and league ofthe Romans , toToluminusthe king of the Veyans, and

addingcruelty to treafon , killed foure oftheir embaffadours that cameto

know thecauſe of theirdefection:which disloyalty theRomans not brook-

ing, undertooke war againſt them , and notwithſtanding all their private

and forrein ftrength , overthrew and flew them. In this battell it is ſaid,

that aTribuneof the fouldiers feeing Toluminus bravely gallopingupand

down, and incouraging his fouldiers, and theRomans trembling at his ap-

proch,faid,Is this the breakerofleagues,and violater ofthe law ofnations?

Iftherebe any holineffe on earth, my fword ſhall facrifice him tothe

foules
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foules of our flaine embaffadours ; and therewithall ſetting fpurres tohis

horfe,he unhorfthim , and faſtening him totheearth with his fpeare, cut

off his perfidious head : whereat his army diſmaied,retired, and became a

flaughter to the enemies.

117

Lib.4
Albert Dukeof Franconia having flaine Conrade the Earleof Lotha. Melav.Chr.

ringia,brother to Lewisthe fourth,then Emperor, and findingthe Emper-

orswrath incenfed againsthim forthefame, betooke himselfe toa ſtrong

caſtle at Bamberg ; from whence the Emperour neitherbyforce nor poli-

cie could remove himfor feven yeares fpace , untill Atto the Bishop of

Mentzbytrecherie delivered him into his hands. This Attounderſhewof

friendship repaired to the caftic, and gavehis faith unto the earle, that if

he would comedowne to parlewith the Emperor, he ſhould ſafely return

intohis bold:the Earle miftrufting nofraud , went out of the caftle gates

with theBishoptowards the Emperour ; but Atto ( as it werefuddenly re-

membringhimselfe , when indeed itwas his deviſed plot ) defireth tore-

turne backand dine ere he went, becauſe it was ſomewhat late : ſotheydo,

dine, and returne. Nowthe Earlewas nofoonercome tothe Emperor,but

he cauſed tobe prefently put to death , notwithſtandinghe urged the Bi-

fhops promiſe andoathfor his returne : for itwas anfwered, that his oath

was quit byreturning backetodine , ashehad promifed. And thusthe

Earle was wickedly betrayed , thoughjuftly puniſhed. As for Atto the

fubtill traitor, indeed be poffeffed himfelfeby this meanes ofthe Earles

lands butwithall, the juftice ofGodſeiſeduponhim , for withinawhile

after hewas ftricken with a thunderbolt , and as ſome ſay , carried into

mountÆtna,with this noyfe, Sicpeccatalues, atque ruendorues.

Cleomenes Kingof Lacedemonia making warre upon the Argives, fur- compofulgofs

prifed thembythis fubtilty,hetooketruce withthemforfeven dayes,and Lib.7.6.36

thethird nightwhileft they layfecure , and unwarie in their truce , heop-

preffed themwith a great flaughter, faying , ( toexcufe bis trecherie,

thoughnoexcufe could cleare him from the hamethereof) that the truce

whichhe madewas forfevendayes onely, withoutany mentionofnights:

howbeit for all this, it profpered not fowell with him as hewithed : forthe

Argievwomen, their husbands flaine, tooke armes like Amafons,Telefilla

beingtheir captaineffe,and compaffing the citiewalls,repelled Cleomenes,

halfeamafedwith the ftrangeneffeofthe fight. Afterwhich hewas bani-

fhed into Ægypt, and there miferably and defperatly flew himſelfe.

ThePope ofRomewith all his heard of Bishops, oppofed himſelfe a chron.carion.

gainst the Emperor Henrythe fourth ; for he banished himbyexcommu

nication from the fociety ofthe CatholikeChurch , diſcharged his fub-

jeas fromthe oath offealty, andfenta crowneofgoldto Rodolph kingof

Suevia,tocanonizehim Emperor: thecrownehad this infcription, Petra

dedit Petro, Petrus diadema Rodulpho , thatis, The Rocke gaveunto Peter, and The Rocke

Petergave unto Rodolph the crown : Notwithſtanding Rodolphremembring is Chrift.

his oathtotheEmperour , and how vilea part itwas to betrayhimwhom 1 Cor.1

be hadfworne toobey and defend, at first refufed the Popes offer : howbe.

it bythe perfuafion of the Bishops fophiftric, hewas induced to undertake

the nameand title ofCafar,and to oppugne the Emperor Henrybyarmes,

evenbyfoure unjuft battels, inthe laft of which Rodolph beingovercome,

lofthis right hand, and was forewounded otherwife : whereforebeingrea-

dy to die,whenonebrought untohimhis hand that was cut offin the bat

tell,
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118 tell, he in deteftation of the Popes villanie , burit forth into theſe termes,

( many Biſhops ſtandingby) Beholdhere the handwherewith Isworefealtie to

the Emperor, this will bean argument ofmybreach offaithbefore God,and ofyour

traiterousimpulfion thereunto. Andthus hedeceased , juftly punished even

byhisowneconfeffion for his perjurie. Howbeit for all this manifeft ex-

ample,the Pope and Bishops continued toperfecute the poore Emperor,

yea and to ftir uphis ownefonnes,Conradeand Henry, to fight against him ;

fohardned are their hearts againſt all Gods judgments.

anfebli,6.c.8. Narciffus Bishop of Ierufalem, a manfamous for hisvertues, and ſharpe

in reproving and correcting vice , wasaccufedby threewicked wretches

ofunchaſtity, and that falfly and maliciously; for to prove their accufati-

on true , they bound it with oaths and curfes on this wife ; the firſt ſaid,

If1ly, IprayGodImayperifhbyfire: The fecond , IfI peake aught but truth,

Calumniation prayGodImaybeconfumedbyfome filthie andcruell difeafe. The third,IfIa6.

Lib.2.cap.24. cufe himfalfely, I pray GodImaybe deprivedofmy fight,andbecomeblinde. Thus

ChronErnefti,

Brotanff.

Theatr.bifter.

although the honefty and chaſtity of Narciffuswas fo well knowne to all

the faithfull, that they beleeved none of their oaths, yet thegoodBishop,

partlymoovedwithgriefe ofthis falfe accufation , and partly withdefire

ofquietneffe from worldly affaires, forfooke his bishopricke , and lived in

adefart for many yeares. But his forfworne accufers by their death wit-

neffed his innocencie , whichbytheir words they impugned : for the firſt,

his houſebeing fet on fire extraordinarily, perifhed in flame , with all his

familyand progenie. Thefecond languifhed awaywith an irkeforedif

cafe that befpread his bodie allover. The third feeing thewofull ends of

his companions , confeffed all their villanie , and lamenting his cafe and

crime, perfifted fo longweeping , till both his eyes were out. Thus

Godinhis juftjudgement fent upon eachofthem their wishes, and there-

bycleered his fervant from fhame and opprobry.

BurghardArchbishop ofMagdeburg, though in regard ofhis place and

profeffion, heought tohavegiven good example of honeftie in himſelfe,

and punish perjurie in others ; yet he thrice broke his promife and oath

withhis owne Citifens, the Senat and people ofMagdeburg : for first hee

befieged them with a power of men , and though theyredeemed their li-

berty with afumme ofmoney (hefwearingnot tobefiege themany more)

yet without refpe&t oftruth and credit he returned afresh to the fiege : but

his perfidie was foone tamed ; forthey tooke him prifoner at that affault :

howbeit he fo affwaged their angrie mindes , with his humble and lowlie

entreaties and counterfeitoathes , neverto troublethem any more, butto

continue their ftedfaft friend , that they notonely freed him from impri-

fonment , but restored him to all his dignitieswith folemnitie : never-

theleffe the traiterous Archbishop returning tohis oldvomit, gordifpen-

fation forhis oathfrom PopeJohn the xxiij ,andbegan afresh tovex,moleft,

and murtherthemwhomhehad fworne to maintaine : but it was thewill

of God that he ſhould be once againe caught , and being encloſed in pri-

fon, whileft his friends fought meanes to redeemehim, the gaoler beat

him todeathwitha dorebarre , or as fome ſay, with an yron rod takenout

ofawindow, and fo at laft,though long,his perjurie found its defert.

Thefmall fucceffe that the Emperor Sigifmundhad in all his affaires,

( after the violation of his faith given to lohn Hus and Hieromeof Prague

atthe Councell of Conftance , whom thoughwith direct proteftations

and
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and oathes he promiſed fafe condu&t and returne, yethe adjudged to be

burned) doth teftific the odioufneffe of his fin inthe fight of God. But

above all, this one example is moft worthie the marking , of a fellow that

hearingperjury condemned in a pulpit by a learned preacher , and how it

never efcaped unpunished ; faid in abraverie, I have oft forfworne my selfe,

andyetmy right hand is not awhit ſhorter thanmy left . Which wordshe had

fcarce uttered , when fuch an inflamation aroſe in that band , that he was

conſtrained togo to the Chirurgion and cut it off, left it should infect his

wholebodie ; and fo his right hand became shorter than his left, in recom-

penceofhis perjurie,whichhe lightly eſteemed of.

Ahout the yeare of our Lord 925 ,when King Ethelftane, otherwiſe cal

led Adelftane,raigned here in England, therewasone Elfrede a Nobleman,

whowitha faction of feditious perfons confpired against the King pre-

fently after the deathof his Father, and at Wincheſterwent abouttoput

out his eyes :but theKing by the good providence of God eſcaped that

danger ; and Elfrede being accufed thereof, fled to Rome, tothe endto

purge himſelfof the crime byoathbefore thePope :whobeeingbrought

tothe Church of Saint Peter, and there fwearing, or rather forfwearing,

himſelftobe cleere,when indeed hewas guilty, behold the Lords hand on

him,fuddenly as foon as his oath was pronounced,he fell down in a ftrange

fickneffe ; and from thence beingbrought tothe English houfe in Rome,

within threedaies after departed this life. The Pope fent wordhereofto

King Ethelftane, with demand,Whitherhewouldhavehim buried among

Chriftians orno : Who through the perfwaGions of his friends and kins-

folke, granted, that thoughhe neither lived nor died like a Chriſtian, yet

he fhould have Chriftianburiall.

led

12.9

I volofhis

Table-talk,

Inthetowne ofRutlinquen a certaine paffengercame into an Inne,and Job.le Gak.

gave abudget to his hoaft to be kept, in thewhichtherewas a great fum

ofmoney butwhen he demanded it againe at his departure, the hoft de-

nied it, and gave him injurious words, with many mocks and taunts.

Whereuponthe paffenger callethhim in queftion before the Iudge, and

becauſehewanted witneffes, defireth to have him fworne : who without

all fcruple offered tofweare and proteft, That he never received or concea-

any fuchbudgetof money fromhim; givinghimfelfe totheDevill if

hefwore falfely. The paffenger feeing his forwardneffe to damne himſelf,

demanded refpit to confiderofthe matter, and going out, hee meetswith

twomen, whoenquire the caufe of his comming thither, and being in-

formed byhim, offer their help untohim in his caufe: thereupon they re-

turnebefore the Iudge, and theſe twounknowne perfons juftific that the

budgetwasdelivered unto the hoft, and that hee had hidden it in fuch a

place:whereat the hoftbeingaftonished, by bis countenance and gefture

difcovered his guiltineffe : the Iudge thereupon refolved to fend himto

prifon, butthe two unknownewitneffes (who were indeed two fiends of

hell)begantofay, you fhall not need,forwe are ſent to puniſh his wicked-

neffe ; andfo faying, they hoifted himupinto the ayre,wherehevanished

withthem,andwas never after found.

Inthe yeareofour Lord 1055, Goodwine Earleof Kent fitting at the ta- stow.Chron.

ble with KingEdward of England, it happened thatoneof the cupbearers

ftumbled, and yet fell not : whereat Goodwine laughing,faid, 'That if one

brother had notholpen another (meaning his legs) all the wine hadbeen

L
fpilt :
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fpilt withwhichwords the King calling tomind his brothers death,which

was flaine by Goodwine ; answered, So fhouldmy brother Alphredhave hol-

pen me had not Goodwinebeen: then Goodwine fearing the Kings new kind-

led difpleaſure, excufed himselfewith many words, and at laſt eating a

morfell of bread, wifhed it might chokehim ifhe were not guiltleffe of

Alphreds bloud. Butheswore falfly, as the judgement of God declared,

for hewas forthwith choaked in the prefence of the King, ere beremoved

one foot from that place ; though there be fome fay he recovered life

againe.

Longtime after this, in the raigne of Queene Elizabeth, there was in

the city of London, one Anne Averies widow, who forfwore her felfe for

a little money that the thould have paid for fixpounds oftow at a ſhop in

Woodftreet: forwhich caufebeingfuddenlyfurpriſed with the juftice of

God, thee fell downe fpeechleffe forthwith, and caft up athermouth in

great abundance, and with horrible ſtinke, that matterwhichby natures

courfefhould have been voided downewards,and fo died, tothe terrour of

all perjured and forfwornewretches. There are in hiftories many more ex-

amples tobefoundof this hurtfull and pernitious fin, exerciſed by one na-

tion towards another,andoneman towards another, in moſt prophane and

villanous fort, neither fhaming to be accounted forfworne, nor conſe.

quentlyfearing todifpleafe God and his majesty.But forafmuch as when

wecome toſpeak ofmurtherers inthe nextbook,we shall have occaſionto

fpeake ofthem more, or offuch like, I will referre the handlingthereof

unto that place : onely this, let every man learneby thatwhichhathbeen

fpoken, tobefound and fraudleffe, and tokeep his faith and promiſeto-

wards all men, if for no other caufe, yet for feare ofGod, who leaveth not

this fin unpunished ,nor holdeth them guiltleffe that thus taketh his name

in vaine.

Levit.24.

CHAP. XXIX.

Of Blafphemers.

S touching Blafphemy, it was a moft grievous and

enormous fin, and contrary to this third Comman-

mandement, when aman is fo wretched and mife-

ble, as to pronounce prefumptuous fpeeches a-

gainſt God, whereby his name is flandered and evill

fpoken of: which finne cannot chufe but be sharply

and feverelypunished ; foriffobe that God holdeth

nothimguiltles , that dothbut take his name in vain

muſt he notneeds abhor him that blafphemethhis Name ? Seehow me-

ritoriouſly that wicked and perverſe wretch that blafphemed and murde-

red (as it were) the name of God, among the people of Ifrael in the de-

fart,was punished : hewas taken, put in prifon, and condemned, and fpee.

dily ftoned todeathby thewhole multitude : and upon that occafion (as

evill manners evermorebegatgood lawes)the Lord inftituted a perpetuall

law and decree, that every one that ſhould blafpheme and curfe God , of

what eſtate or degree foever, ſhould be ftoned to death, in token of dete-

ftation :

i.
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ftation:whichſentence, if it might nowadaies ſtand in force,therewould

notraign fo many miferable blafphemersand deniers of God astheworld

is now filled and infectedwith. It was also ordained by a new lawof lufti- cod.lib.3 .

mian,That blafphemies fhould be feverely punished by the judges and ma- tit.43.

giftrates ofCommonweales:but fuch is the corruption and mifery of this

age,that thoſe men thatought tocorre&tothers for fuch ſpeeches, are of-

tentimes worft themſelves andthere are that thinke, that they cannot be

fufficiently feared and awed of men , except by horrible bannings and

fwearings they defpighr and maugre God : nay it is further come to that

paffe, that in fome places,to fweare and banbe the markes and enfignes of

a Catholike, and theyare beftwelcome , that can blafpheme moft. How Nich.Gil.vol.

muchthenis that good King Saint LewisofFrance tobe commended,who Of French

efpecially diſcharged all his fubjects from fwearing and blafpheming cordof

withinhis realm , infomuch that when he hearda *nobleman blafpheme Ienville.

God moft cruelly, he cauſed him tobe laid hold on, and his lips tobee flit

with anhotyron, faying, hee mustbe content to endure that punishment,

feeinghe purpoſed tobanish oathes out of his kingdome. Nowwee call

blafphemy(according tothe Scripture phrafe)everywordthat derogateth

eitherfrom the bounty, mercy, juftice, eternity, andfoveraigne powerof

God. Of this fortwas thatblafphemous fpeech of one of King Iorams

Princes, whoat the time of the great famine in Samaria, when it was be-

fiegedbythe Syrians, bearing Elizem the Prophet fay, that the next mor-

row there ſhould be plenty of viЯuals , and good cheap, rejected this pro-

mife of Godmadebyhis Prophet,faying that itwas impoffible; as ifGod

wereeither alyar,or not able toperformewhat hewould for this cauſe this 2 King.7.

unbeleeving blafphemer received the fameday a deferved puniſhment for

hisblafphemy,forhewas troden todeath in the gate of the city under the

feet of the multitude thatwent out into the Syrians campe, forfaken and

left defolate by them , through a feare which the Lord fent among

them.

SenaccheribKingof Affyria, after he had obtained manyvictories , and 2 King 19.

fubduedmuch peopleunderhim,and alfo layd fiege to Ierufalem,became

foproudand arrogant, as by his fervants mouth torevile and blafpheme

the living God, fpeakingno otherwife of him than of fome ftrange idoll,

and one that had no powertohelpand deliver thoſe that trufted in him ;

forwhich blafphemies he foone after felt a juft vengeance of God upon

himſelfe and his people : for although in manseyeshe feemed tobewith-

out the reachof danger (feeing hewas not affayled, but did affayle, and

wasguardedwith fomighty an army, that affured himto makehim lord

ofIerufalemin fhortfpace) yet the Lord overthrew his power, andde-

ſtroyedof his men in one nightbythe hand of his Angell 185 thouſand

men, ſothatbewas faine toraiſe his fiege,and returne into his owne king-

dome,where finally hewas flaine by his owne fons, as hewas worshipping

on his knees inthe templeof his god.

Inthetime of the Machabees, thofe menthatwere in the ftrong hold 2 Mach.1

called Gazara, fighting againſt the Lewes, trufting to the ſtrengthofthe

place whereinthey were, uttered forth moſt infamous ſpeeches againſt

God : butere long,theirblafphemous mouthswereencountred by a con-

dignepunishment : forthe firft dayof the fiege, Machabensput fire tothe

towne,and confumed the place(withtheblafphemers in it)toafhes.

L2
Holofernes,

า



OfBlafphemers.
TheTheatreof

132

Iudeth 6.7.

2 Kings 12.

Theod.lib.3.

their

Holofernes,when Achior advanced the gloryofthe GodofIfrael,replyed

onthis faſhion : Since thou haftprophesiedunto us, that Ifrael shall be defended

by their God, thoushaltprove that there is no Godbut NabuchadneZZar,when the

Swordofminearmy shallpaffe through thy fides, and thoushalt fall among

laine but for this blafphemy the Lord cut him thort, and prevented his

cruell purpoſe byfudden death, nnd that by the hand ofawoman, to his

further shame.

:

Nay, this finne is foodious in the fight of God,that he punisheth even

them that give occafion thereof unto others, yea.though they be his dea-

reft children, as it appeareth by the words of the Prophet Nathan unto

KingDavid: Because of this deed(faithhe) of murthering Vriah,anddefiling

Bathfhabe, thou hast made the enemies of the Lord to blafpheme, the childe that

is borne untothee fhall furely die.

In the Empire ofIulian the Apoftata, therewere divers great menthat

cap. 11 , 12. for the Emperours fake fake forfooke Chrift and his religion : amongit

Contempt of

holy things. whom, was oneIulian,uncle to the Emperour,and Governour of the Eaft,

Lib.1.cap.3.4. another, Felix the Emperours Treaſurer : the firftofwhich two, after hee

hadſpoyledall Chriftian Churches and Temples, piffed againſt the table

whereon the holy Sacramentswere uſed tobeadminiftred, in contempt,

and ſtrucke Enzoius onthe care for reproving himforit :the other behol-

dingthe holyveffels thatbelonged to the Church, faid, Seewhat pretious

veffels Maries fonne is ferved withall. After which blafphemy, the Lord

plagued them moft ftrangely : for Iulian fell into fo ftrange a diſeaſe, that

his intrailes beingrotten, hevoided his excrements athis mouth,becauſe

when theypaffed naturally, he abufed them tothe dishonour ofGod.Fa

lixvomitedbloud fo exceffively nightand day at his blafphemous mouth,

that hediedforthwith.

Theatr.hift.

Videl.1.6.21.

Hares.

Pbil.Chron.

Ab.Vraperg.

Fincelius de

Miraculis.li.2:

Aboutthefametimethere lived a famous fophifter andEpicure called

Libanius ; who being at Antioch, demanded blafphemoufly ofa learned

and godly ſchoolemafter, What the Carpentersfonne did, and how he

occupied himfelfe ? Marry (quoth thefchoolemafter, full ofthe ſpirit of

Godjthe Creator of this world (whom thou difdainfully calleft the car-

penters fonne) is makinga coffin for thee,to carry thee to thy grave :where-

at thefophifter jeafting, departed, and within fewdaies dying,wasburied

ina coffin, according to the prophefie ofthat holy man.

The Emperour Heraclius fending Embaffadors to Cofroë the King of

Perfia to intreat of peace,returned with this anfwer, That he would never

ceafe to troublethem with warre, till hehad conſtrained them to forfake

their crucified Chrift,and to worship the Sunne. But ere longhe bore the

puniſhment of his blafphemy : forwhatwith a domefticall calamity, and

a forrein overthrowbythehand ofHeraclius ,he came to a moftwofull de-

ftruation.

Michaelthatblafphemous Rabbine, that was accounted of the Lewes,

as their Prince and Meffias,ashe was on a timebanquetting with his com-

panions, amongst other things this was chiefeft faucefortheir meat, to

blafphme Chriftand his mother Mary, infomuch as heboaſted ofavicto-

ryalready gotten overthe Chriftians God . Butmarkethe iffue :ashe def-

cended downthe ftayres,his footflipping, he tumbled headlongand broke

his neck,whereinhislate victory proved a difcomfiture and overthrow, to

his eternall fhame and confufion.

Three
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Threefouldiers (among the Tyrigetes, a people of Sarmatia) paffing

throughaWood, there arofe a tempeft of thunder and lightening, which

thoughcommonly it makeththe greatest Atheists to tremble, yet one of

them to thewhis contempt of God and his judgements, burst forth into

blafphemy and defpightings of God. But the Lord foonetamed his re-

bellious tongue : for he caufed thewinde to blowup by the root a huge

tree, that fell uponhim and crufhedhim to pieces, the other efcaping to

teftifie to the World of his deftruction .
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At a village called Benavides in Spain, twoyoung menbeingtogether Anthonio de

in a field, there aroſe of a ſudden a terrible tempeft,with fuchviolenceof Torquemeda.j

weatherandwinde, and withall fo impetuous awhirlwinde,that it amafed

thofe that beheld it. The two young men feeing the fury thereof com-

mingamaine towards them, to avoid thedanger ran away as fast as they

poffiblymight: but make what hafte they could it overtooke them :who

fearing left the fame fhould fwing them up into the ayre, fell flatlong

down upon the earth,wherethe whirlwindewhiskingabout them apretty

while, andthen paffing forth, theone of them arofe fo altered and in fuch

an agony, that hewas fcarcely ableto stand on his feet : the other lying

ſtill and not ſtirring, fome others afarre off, that ftood under a hedge,

went tofeehowhee did, and found him, to be ſtarke dead, not without

markes uponhim ofwonderfull admiration : for all bis bones were ſocru-

fhed, that the pipes and joynts of his legges and armes were as cafie tobe

turned the onewayasthe other, as though hiswhole body had been made

of mofle; and befides,his tongue was pulledout by the roots,which could

not byany meanes be found, though they fought for it moft diligently.

And thiswasthe miferable end of this wretched man,whowas noted to

be a great outragiousfwearer & blafphemer of Gods holy name ;the Lord

therfore choſe him out,to make him anexample totheworld ofhisjuftice.

the Church

Noleffenotable is the example of a younggirle, named Denis Benefield, A&ts and Mo-

of twelve yeares of age : whogoingto ſchoole amongit other girles,when numents of

theyfell toreafon amongthemſelves after their childish difcretion about

God, one amongthe reft faid thathe was agood oldfather : What, hee ?

(laid theforefaid Denis) he is an old doting foole :whichbeing told toher

miftreffe, the purpofed to corre&t her thenextday for it : but it chanced

thatthe next day her mother fent her to London tothe market, the wench

greatlyintreating her mother that the might not goe, fo that the escaped

hermiftreffes correction. But the Lord invengeance metwith her : for

as the returned homeward,fuddenly fhewas ftricken dead,all the one fide

ofher being black; and buried at Hackney the fame night. A terribleex-

anaple (nodoub:) both to old and young, what it is for children to blaf-

phemethe Lordand God, and what it is for parents tofuffer their young

onestogrowup in blindneffe,without nurtering them inthe feare ofGod,

and reverence ofhis Majefty, and therefore worthy to be remembred of PaulDiacon.

all.

Inthe yeare 5 10 an Arrian Bishop called Olympius, being at Carthage Sabel. ead.

in thebathes , reproached and blafphemed the holyandfacred Trinity,and 8.lib.2.

that openly : but lighting felldowne from heavenupon him three times, ofthe acts of

andbewasburnt and confumed therewith. Therewas alfo in thetime of Alphons.

AlphonfusKingofArragon and Sicily, in an Ifle towards Africa, a cer- oftheads of

tainhermit called Antonius,amonftrousandprophane hypocrite,that had Alphonfw .

in the hiftory

of Anaftarius
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fowicked aheart to deviſe, and ſo filthy a throat to belchout vile and in-

juriousfpeeches against Chrift Iefus and theVirgin Maryhis mother ;

but hee wasftricken witha moft grievous diſeaſe, even to be eaten and

gnawnein pieces of wormes untill he died.

CHAP. X X X.

Ofthoſethatbysurfing and denying God give themſelves

to the Devill.

Sconcerningthoſe that are addicted tomuch curling,

and as iftheir throatswere Hell it felfe , to defpigh-

tings and reviling againſt God(that is bleffed forever)

andare fomad as to renounce him , and give them-

felves tothe Devill : truely they worthily deferve to

beforfaken of God, and given over tothe Devill in-

deed,togo
withhim intoeverlaſting perdition:which

hathbeenvisibly experienced in our time upon certaine wretched perfons,

which havebeen carried away by that wicked ſpirit to whom they gave

themfelves.

Therewas upon a time in Germany, a certain naughty packe of amoft

wicked life, and fo evill brought up,that at every wordhe fpake almoft, the

Devillwas at one end ; ifwalkinghechanced to tread awry,or to ſtumble,

preſentlythe Devillwas inhis mouth :whereof albeit hewasmanytimes

reprovedby his neighbors, and exhorted to correct and amend fovile and

deteftable avice, yet all was in vaine : continuingtherefore this evill and

damnablecuſtome, it happened, that as hewasuponatime paffing overa

bridge, he felldowne, and in his fall gave thefefpeeches, Hoiftupwith an

hundred Devils : which he had nofooner fpoken, bat the Devillwhom he

called for fooft, was at his elbow to ftranglehim,and carry him away with

him.

Acertain fouldier travellingthrough Marchia,acountry ofAlmaigne,

chap-17.of the and finding himselfe evill at eafe in his journey, abode inan Inne till hee

mightrecover his health,and committed tothe hofteffes cuftody certaine

moneywhichhe hadabouthim. Now awhileafterbeing recovered ofhis

fickneffe, required his money againe ; but the having confulted with her

husband, denied the receit, and therefore the returne thereof and accuſed

him ofwrong,indemandingthat whichthe never received : The fouldier

onthe other fide fretted amaine,and accuſed her ofcoufenage:Which ſtir

whenthe goodman of the houſe underſtood (though privy to all before)

yet diffembling,tooke his wives part, and thruft the fouldier out ofdoors:

whobeingthroughlychafed with that indignity, drew his fword, and ran

at the doorewiththe pointhereof;whereat thehoftbeganto cry, Theeves,

theeves,faying that he wouldhave entred his houfe byforce : fo that the

poorefouldierwas takenand caft into prifon, and by proceffe of lawready

tobe condemned to death : but the very day wherein this hard fentence

wastobepronounced and executed , the Devillentred intothe prifon and

told the fouldier thathe was condemned todie , howbeit nevertheleffe if

be
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heewould giue himſelfe bodie and foule unto him , hewould promife to

deliuer him outoftheir hands : the prifoner anſwering, faid,That he had

rather diebeing innocent, and without caufe, than to be delivered by that

meanes; againe the divell replied , and propounded unto him the great

dangerwherein hewas,yea and ufed all cunning meanes poffible to per-

fwade him : but feeing that he loft his labour , he at length left his fuit,

and promiſedhimbothhelpe, andrevengeupon his enemies, and that for

nothing: advisinghim moreover whenhecame to judgement , toplead

not guiltie, andto declare his innocencieand theirwrong , and to intreat

theludge to grant himone in a blew capthat flood bytobe his advocate :

(now this one in a blewcap wasthe Divell himfelfe) the fouldier accep-

ting hisoffer, beingcalled tothe barre, and indi&ted there ofFelonie, pre-

fently defired tohave his Atturney , whowas there prefent to pleadhis

caule:thenbegan the fine and craftie Doctor ofthe lawes to plead, and

defendhis clientverie cunningly, affirminghimtobe falfly accufed, and

confequently unjustly condemned, and that his hoft did withhold his mo-

ny and had offered him violence, and to prove his affertion he reckoned up

everycircumftance in thea&tion,yea theverie placewere they had bidden

the mony. Thehoft on theother fideftood in deniall very impudently,wi-

thingthe divell might takehim if he had it : thenthe fubtill lawyer in the

blew cap, looking for noothervantage, left pleading, and fell to lay hold

ofthe hoft, and carryinghim out of the Seffions houfe, hoifted him into

theayre fohigh , that he was neverafter feen nor heard of. Andthus was

the fouldier delivered from the execution ofthe law moft ftrangely, tothe

aftoniſhmentofall thebeholders, that were eyewitneffes of thatwhich

happened totheforfworne andcurling hoſt.
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In the yereofour Lord 1551,at Megalopole neer Voildftat, it happened Lobier

in the time of the celebrationof the featofPentecoft the people being

fet on drinkingand caroufing, that awomanin the companycommonly

named the Devill in heroathes ; till thathe being fooftencalled on, came

ofafudden,and carried herthrough the gate aloft into the ayre before

them all,whoranout aftonifhed to fee whither he would tranfport her,

and found herawhilehanging in the ayre without the towne,and then fal-

lingdowne upon the grounddead.

About the fametime there lived in a City ofSavoy one that was both a

monstrous fwearer, &alfootherwiſeveryvicious,whoput manygoodmen

tomuchfruitleffe paines,that in regard of their charge employed them-

felves often to admonish and reprove his wicked behaviour, tothe end he

might amend it : but all invaine, they mightas well cat ftones againſt

the wind;for hewould not fomuch as liften to their words, muchleffe re-

formehis manners. Now it fell out that the Peftilence being in the City,

hewas infectedwith it , and therefore withdrew himselfe a part withhis

wife & anotherkinfwoman intoa garden whichhe had:ceither yet in this

extremitydid the Minifters forfake him,but ceafed not continually to ex-

hort himtorepentance,and tolaybeforehis eyes his faults and offences

to the end tobring him into the rightway.Buthewas fofarre frombeing

touched ormoved with thefe godly admonitions, that he ftrove rather

to harden himſelfe more and more in his finnes. Therefore one day

hafting forward his owne mishap, as heewas fwearing and denying

God and givinghimfelfetotheDevill , and calling for him withvehe-

mency,
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heaved him intothe aire, his wife and kinfwoman looking on, and feeing

him flyover their heads .Beingthus fwiftly tranfported, his captumbled

from his head, and was found at Rofne ; but himselfe no man could ever

after fet eye on. The magiftrate advertiſed hereof,came to the placewhere

hewas taken,to be better informed of the truth,takingthe witneffe ofthe

twowomen touching that which they had feene. Here may wee ſee the

frangeand terrible events of Gods juft vengeance uponfuch vile caitifes;

which doubtleffe are made manifeft to ftrike a feare and terrour into the

heart ofeveryſwearer and denier of God (theworld beingbut toofull at

this day offuchwretches) that are fo infpired with Satan,that they can-

not ſpeakebut they muſt name him, even him that is both an enemy to

God and man, and like a roaring lion runneth and roveth too and fro to

devourethem:not feekingany thing but mans deftru&tion. And yet when

any paine affaileth them, or any trouble difquieteth their minds , or any

danger threateneth to oppreffe their bodies, defperately they callupon

him for aid, when indeed it were more needfull to commend themſelves

to God,and to pray for his grace and affiftance, having both a comman-

dement fo to doe, and apromiſe adjoyned, that he will helpus in our ne-

cefficies, if wecomeunto himbytrue and hearty prayer . It is not there-

forewithoutjuft caufe, that God hath propounded and laid openin this

corrupt age,a Theatre of his Iudgements,that every manmightbe warned

thereby.

ExColl.Lutb.

Momil26.in

B

CHAP. XXX I.

Moreexamples ofGods Iudgements upon Curfers.

Vtbeforewegoe to the next commandement, wee will ad-

joyne a few more examples of this devilliſh curfing. Mar-

tin Luther hath left regiftred unto us a notable example

fhowne upon a popish prieft that was once a profefforof

the fincere religion, and fell away voluntarily unto Pa-

pifme;whereof Adam Budißinawas the reporter : This man

thundred out moſtbitter curfes againſt Luther in the pulpit, at a town cal.

led Ruthnerwald, and amongft the reft, wifhed, that if Luthers do&rine

were true,a thunderbolt might ftrike him to death. Now three dayes af-

terthere aroſe a mighty tempeft, with thunder and lightening : whereat

the curfed Prieft, bearing inhimselfe a guilty conscience, for that hee had

untrulyand malitiouslyfpoken, ranne baftily intothe Church, and there

fell to his prayers before the Altar moft devoutly ; but the vengeance of

Godfound him outand his bypocrifie, fo that he was ftroken deadwith

the lightening,and albeitthey recovered life in him againe,yet as they led

himhomewards throughtheChurch-yard, another flaſh fofetuponhim,

thathewasburnt from the crowne of the head to the fole of the foot, as

blacke as a fhoo,fothathediedwitha manifeft marke ofGods vengeance

upon him.

Theodorus Beza reporteth unto us two notable hiftories of his owne

bift.pafinn, knowledge ofthe ſeverity ofGods judgment upona curferand a perjurer;

the
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the tenorwhereof is this, Iknew (faidhe) in France aman ofgoodparts,

well inftructed in Religion , and a mafter of a Familie , who in his anger

curfing, and bidding the Divell take one ofhis children, had preſently his

with ; forthe childewas poffeffed immediatlywitha Spirit : fromwhich

though by the fervent and continuall prayers of the Church hewas at

length releafed,yeterehehad fully recovered his health he died . Thelike

we read tohavehappened to a woman, whomher husband in anger devo-

ted withbitter,curlies to the Divell ; for Sathan affaulted her perfently,

and robbed her ofherwits, fo that she could neverbe recovered.
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TemporeSer-
Another example (faith he) happened not far hence, even in this coun- Difcipulus dé

try, upon a perjurer that forfwore himselfe to the end todeceiveand pre- mon.116.

judice another thereby but hehad nofooner made an end ofhis
falfe oath, Perjury.

but agrievous Apoplexy affailed him, fo thatwithoutfpeaking of anyone

wordhe dyedwithin few dayes.

not true ,

Lib.1.cap.29. )

In the yere of our Lord 1557, the day before good fryday, at Forche- Job. Fincelius,

num a city inthe Bishopricke of Bamburg , therewas a certaine crooked b.3.deMirac·

Prieft both in body and minde , through age and evill conditions,

that could not gobut upon crutches , yetwould needs be lifted intothe

pulpittomake a Sermon : his text was out ofthe II chap. ofthe first Epi-

ftle tothe Corinthians, touching the Lords Supper;whereout taking oc-

cafion to defend the Papifticall errours and the Maffe , hee uſed theſe or

fuch like blafphemous fpeeches, O Paul,Paul, ifthy doctrinetouchingthe

receiving of the Sacrament in both kinds betrue , andifit be awicked

thing toreceive it otherwife , thenwould the divellmight takeme: and

(turning to the people ) if the Popes do&rine concerning this point be

thenam I the divels bondflaue, neither do I feare to pawnemy

foule uponit. Theſe and many otherblafphemous words heufed, till the

Divell came indeed , transformed into the shape of a tall man, blacke and

terrible,fending before him fucha fearefullnoyfe , and fuchawind, that

the peoplefuppofed that the Church wouldhave fallen ontheir heads :

but he not able to hurt the reft, tooke away the old Prieft, beinghis devo.

tedbondflave , and carried him fo far that hewas never heard of. Thebi

ſhopofRugentines brother hardly efcaped his hands; for hecameback
his

to fetch him ; buthe defendinghimselfwith his fword, wounded his owne

body,andverynarrowlyescaped with his life. Befide, after this there were

manyvifions feene aboutthe citie,as armies ofmen ready to enter and fur

prife them , fo that wellwas he that could hide himselfe ina corner. At

another timeafter , the like noyfe was heard in the Church whilst they

were baptifingan infant , and all this for the abhominable curfing and

blafphemyofthe prophane Prieft.

In the yeare of our Lorld 1556, at S. Gallusin Helvetia, a certaineman

that earned his living by making cleane rough and foule linnen against

the Sun, entering ataverne, tafted fo muchthe grape,that hevomitedout

terriblecurfes against himselfeand others : amongst the rest hewished, if

everhewentinto the fields to his old occupation , that the divell might

comeand breake his necke: butwhen fleepe had conquered drinke, and

fobriety restored his fences , hewent again to his trade , remembring in.

deed his latewords, but regardingthem not : howbeitthe Divell to thew

hisdouble diligence, attended onhimathis appointedhouse in the like,

nefleof abig fwarthyman, andasked him ifheremembred his promife

and
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118 tell, he in deteftation of thePopes villanic , burit forth into thefe termes,

( many Biſhops ſtandingby) Beholdherethe handwherewith Isworefealtie to

the Emperor, this will be an argument ofmy breach offaithbefore God,and ofyour

traiterousimpulfion thereunto. Andthus hedeceaſed , justly punished even

byhis owneconfeffion for his perjurie. Howbeit for all this manifeſtex-

ample,the Pope and Bishops continued to perfecute the poore Emperor,

yea and to ftir up his owne fonnes, Conrade and Henry, to fight against him ;

fohardned are theirhearts againſt all Gods judgments.

Enfebali.6.c.8.
Narciffus Bishop of Ierufalem, a man famous for his vertues, and ſharpe

inreproving and correcting vice, was accufedby threewicked wretches

ofunchaſtity, and that falfly and maliciously; for to prove their accufati-

on true , they bound it withoaths and curfes on this wife ; the firſt ſaid,

If1ly, IprayGodI mayperifhbyfire : The fecond , IfIspeake aught but truth,

Calumniation pray GodImaybeconfumedbyfome filthie andcruelldifeafe . The third, IfIasI

Lib.2.cap.24. cufe himfalfely, I prayGod I maybe deprivedofmy fight, andbecome blinde.Thus

although the honefty and chaſtity of Narciffuswas fo wellknowneto all

the faithfull, that theybeleeved none of their oaths, yet thegoodBishop,

partlymoovedwith griefe ofthis falfe accufation , and partly with defire

ofquietneffefrom worldlyaffaires, forfooke his bishopricke , and lived in

adefart formany yeares. But his forfworne accufers by their death wit-

neffed his innocencie, whichbytheir words they impugned : for the first,

his houſebeing fet on fire extraordinarily, perished in flame , with all his

familyand progenie. Thefecond languifhed awaywith an irkeforedif

cafe that befpreadhis bodie all over. The third feeing the wofull ends of

his companions , confeffed all their villanie , and lamenting his cafe and

crime, perfifted fo long weeping , till both his eyes were out. Thus

God inhis juftjudgementfent upon eachofthem their wishes, and there-

bycleered his fervant from fhame and opprobry.

Chron Ernefti,

Brotanff.

Theatr.bifter.

BurghardArchbishop ofMagdeburg, though in regard ofhis place and

profeffion,he ought tohave given good example of honeftie in himselfe,

and punish perjurie in others ; yet he thrice broke his promife and oath

withhis owne Citifens, the Senat and people ofMagdeburg : for firft hee

befieged them witha power of men , and though they redeemed their li-

bertywith afumme ofmoney (he fwearingnot tobefiege them any more)

yetwithoutrefpe&t oftruthand credit he returned afresh to the fiege : but

his perfidie wasfoonetamed ; for they tooke him prifoner at that affault :

howbeit hefo affwaged their angrie mindes , with his humble and lowlie

entreatiesand counterfeitoathes , never to troublethem any more, but to

continue their ftedfaſt friend , that they not onely freed himfrom impri-

fonment , but restored him to allhis dignitieswith folemnitie : never-

theleffe the traiterous Archbishop returning tohis oldvomit, gordifpen-

fation forhis oath from Pope John thexxiij,and began afresh tovex,moleft,

and murtherthemwhom hehad fworneto maintaine : but it was thewill

of God that he should be once againe caught, and being encloſed in pri-

fon , whileft his friends fought meanes to redeemehim, thegaoler beat

him todeathwitha dorebarre, or as fome fay,with an yron rod takenout

ofawindow ; and fo at laft,though long,his perjurie found its defert.

Theſmall fucceffe that the Emperor Sigifmundbad in all his affaires,

( after the violation of his faith givento lohn Hus and Hieromeof Prague

atthe Councellof Conftance , whom thoughwith direct proteftations

and
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and oathes he promiſed fafe condu& and returne , yet he adjudged tobe

burned) doth teftific the odioufneffe of his fin inthe fight of God. But

above all, this one example is moft worthie the marking, of a fellow that

hearingperjurycondemned in a pulpit by a learned preacher , and how it

nevereſcapedunpunished ; faid in abraverie, I have oft forfworne my selfe,

andyet myright hand is not a whit ſhorterthanmy left. Which words he had

fcarce uttered , when ſuch an inflamation arofe in that band , that he was

conftrained togoto the Chirurgion and cut it off, left it ſhould infect his

whole bodie ; and fohis right hand became shorter than his left, in recom-

penceofhis perjurie,whichhe lightly eſteemed of.

Ahout the yeare of our Lord 925,when King Ethelftane, otherwife cal

led Adelftane,raigned herein England, there was one Elfrede a Nobleman,

whowitha faction of feditious perfons confpired againſt the King pre-

fently after the deathof his Father, and at Wincheſter went aboutto put

out his eyes :buttheKing by the good providence of God eſcaped that

danger ; and Elfrede being accufed thereof, fled to Rome, to the endto

purge himſelfof the crime by oath before the Pope :whobeeingbrought

tothe Church of Saint Peter, and there fwearing, or rather forfwearing,

himſelftobe cleere,when indeed hewas guilty, behold the Lords hand on

him,fuddenly as foon as his oathwas pronounced,hefell down in a ſtrange

fickneffe ; andfrom thencebeingbrought to the English houfe in Rome,

within threedaies after departed this life. The Pope fentword hereof to

King Ethelftane, with demand, Whither hewouldhave him buried among

Chriſtians orno : Who throughthe perfwaGions of his friends and kins-

folke, granted, that though he neither lived nor died like a Chriftian, yet

he fhould have Chriftian buriall .
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Table-talk,

Inthetowne of Rutlinquen a certaine paffengercameinto an Inne,and Job.leGa .

gave a budget to his hoaft to be kept, in thewhichtherewas a greatfum

ofmoney :butwhenhe demanded it againe at his departure, the hoft de-

nied it, and gave him injurious words, with many mocks and taunts.

Whereuponthe paffenger callethhim in queftion before the ludge, and

becauſehewanted witneffes, defireth to have him fworne : whowithout

all fcrupleoffered tofweareand proteft, That henever received or concea-

led any fuchbudget of money from him; giving himſelfe totheDevill if

hefwore falfely. The paffenger feeinghis forwardneffe todamnehimſelf,

demanded refpit toconfider of the matter,and going out, hee meetswith

twomen, whoenquire the cauſe of his comming thither, and beingin-

formed byhim, offer their help untohim in his caufe : thereupon they re-

turnebeforethe Iudge, and theſe twounknowne perfons juftific that the

budgetwas delivered unto the hoft, and that hee had hidden it in fuch

place:whereatthe hoftbeingaftonished, by his countenance and gefture

diſcovered his guiltineffe : the Iudge thereupon refolved tofend him to

prifon, but thetwounknowne witneffes (who were indeed two fiends of

hell)begantofay, you fhall not need,for we arefent to puniſh his wicked-

neffe ;andfo faying, they hoifted himup into theayre,wherehevanifhed

withthem,andwas never after found .

a

Inthe yeare of our Lord 1055, Goodwine Earleof Kent fitting at the ta- stow.Chron.

blewith KingEdward of England,it happened thatoneof the cupbearers

ftumbled, and yet fell not : whereat Goodwine laughing,faid, That if one

brother hadnotholpenanother (meaning his legs) all the wine had been

L'
fpilt:
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fpilt:withwhichwords the Kingcalling tomindhis brothers death,which

was flaine by Goodwine ; answered, So fhould my brother Alphredhave bol-

pen me had not Goodwinebeen: then Goodwine fearing the Kings new kind-

led diſpleaſure, excufed himselfe with many words, and at laſt eatinga

morfell of bread, wifhed it might chokehim ifhe were not guiltleffe of

Alphreds bloud. Butheswore falfly, as the judgement of God declared,

for hewas forthwith choaked in the prefence of the King, ereheremoved

one foot from that place ; though there be fome fay he recovered life

againe.

Longtime after this, in the raigne of Queene Elizabeth, there was in

thecity of London, one Anne Averies widow,who forfwore her felfe for

a little money that the fhould have paid for fix pounds oftow at a ſhop in

Woodfreet:for whichcaufe beingfuddenly furpriſed withthe juftice of

God, thee fell downe fpeechleffe forthwith, and caft up at hermouth in

great abundance, and with horrible ftinke, that matterwhichby natures

courfefhould have been voided downewards,and fo died, to the terrourof

all perjured and forfwornewretches. There are in hiftories many more ex-

amples tobefound of this hurtfull and pernitious fin,exerciſed by one na-

tion towards another,and onemantowards another, in moſt prophane and

villanous fort, neither fhaming to be accounted forfworne, nor confe.

quently fearing todifpleafe God and his majesty. But forafmuch aswhen

wecometoſpeak ofmurtherers inthe nextbook,we shall have occafion to

fpeake ofthem more, or offuch like, I will referre the handling thereof

unto that place : onely this, let every man learneby thatwhichhath been

fpoken, tobefound and fraudleffe, and tokeep his faith and promife to-

wards all men, if for noother caufe, yet for feare ofGod, who leaveth not

this fin unpuniſhed, nor holdeth them guiltleffe that thus taketh his name

in vaine.

Levit.24.

CHAP. XXIX.

of Blafphemers.

S touching Blafphemy, it was a moft grievous and

enormous fin, and contrary to this third Comman-

mandement, when aman is fo wretched and mife-

ble, as to pronounce prefumptuous fpeeches a-

gainſt God, whereby his name is flandered and evill

poken of: which finne cannot chufe but be tharply

and feverelypunished ; for iffo be that God holdeth

nothim guiltles , that doth but take his name invain

muſt he not needs abhor him that blafphemethhis Name ? See how me-

ritoriously that wicked and perverfe wretch thatblafphemed and murde-

red (asit were) the name of God, among the people of Ifrael in the de-

fart,was punished : hewas taken, put in prifon, and condemned, and fpee-

dily ftoned todeathbythewhole multitude : and uponthat occafion (as

evill manners evermorebegatgood lawes)the Lord inftituted a perpetuall

law and decree, that every one that ſhould blafpheme and curfe God , of

what eſtate or degree foever, fhould be ftoned to death, in token of dete-

ftation :

1

i
.
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ftation:whichfentence, if it might now adaies ſtand in force,therewould

notraign fo many miferable blafphemersand deniers ofGod astheworld

isnowfilledandinfectedwith. It was also ordained by a newlawof lufti- cod.lib.3.

mian,Thatblafphemies fhould be feverely punished by the judges and ma- tit.43 .

giftrates ofCommonweales:but fuch is the corruption and mifery of this

age,that those men that ought tocorrect others for fuch ſpeeches, are of-

tentimes worft themſelves and there are that thinke, that they cannot be

fufficiently feared and awed of men , except by horrible bannings and

fwearings theydefpight and maugre God : nay it is further come to that

paffe,that infome places,to fweare and banbethe markes and enfignes of

a Catholike, and they arebeftwelcome, that can blafpheme moft. How Nich.Gil.vol.

muchthen is that good King Saint Lewis of France tobe commended,who Of French

efpecially discharged all his fubjects from fwearing and blafpheming Tordof

withinhis realm , infomuch that when he heard a *nobleman blafpheme Ienville.

God moft cruelly, he cauſed him tobelaid hold on, and his lips tobee flit

withanhotyron, faying, hee muſtbe content to endure that puniſhment,

fecinghe purpoſed tobanish oathes out of his kingdome. Now wee call

blafphemy(according tothe Scripture phraſe)everyword that derogateth

either from the bounty, mercy, juftice, eternity, andfoveraigne powerof

God. Of this fortwas thatblafphemous fpeech of one of King Iorams

Princes, whoatthe time of the great famine in Samaria, when it was be-

fiegedbythe Syrians, hearing Elizeus the Prophet fay, that the next mor-

row there ſhouldbe plenty of victuals , and goodcheap, rejected this pro-

mife of Godmadebyhis Prophet,faying that it was impoffible; as ifGod

wereeitheralyar,or notable to performewhat hewould for this caufethis a King.7.

unbeleevingblafphemer received the fameday a deferved punishment for

hisblafphemy,for hewas trodentodeath in the gate of the city under the

feet of the multitude thatwent out intothe Syrians campe, forfaken and

left defolate by them , through a feare which the Lord fent among

them .

2

SenaccheribKingof Affyria, after he had obtained manyvictories, and 2 King 19 .

fubduedmuch people underhim,and alfo layd fiege to lerufalem,became

foproudand arrogant, as by his fervants mouthtorevile and blafpheme

the living God, fpeakingno otherwife of him than of fome ftrange idell,

and one that had no power tohelp and deliver thoſe that trufted in him;

for which blafphemies hefoone after felt ajuft vengeance of God upon

himfelfeand his people : for although in mans eyeshe feemed tobewith-

out the reachof danger (feeing he was not affayled, but did affayle, and

wasguardedwith fomighty an army, that affured him to makehim lord

of Ierufalem in fhortfpace) yet the Lord overthrew his power, and de-

ftroyed of his men in one nightbythe hand of his Angell 185 thouſand

men, ſothathewas faine toraiſe his fiege,and returne into his owne king-

dome,where finally hewas flaine by his owne fons, as hewas worshipping

onhis knees in the templeof his god .

Inthetime of the Machabees, thoſe men thatwere in the ftrong hold 2 Mach.10.

called Gazara, fighting against the Lewes, trufting to the ſtrengthofthe

placewhereinthey were, uttered forth most infamous speeches againſt

God : buterelong,their blafphemous mouthswereencountred by a con-

dignepuniſhment : forthe firftday of the fiege, Machabens put fire tothe

towne,and conſumed the place(withtheblafphemers in it)toafhes.

L2
Holofernes,
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Iudeth 6.7.

2 Kings 12.

Theod.lib.3 .

Holofernes,when Achior advanced theglory of the GodofIfrael,replyed

onthis faſhion : Since thou hastprophesiedunto us, that Ifrael fhall be defended

by their God, thoushaltprove that there is no Godbut Nabuchadnezzar,when the

(wordofminearmyshallpasse through thy fides, and thoushalt fall among their

flaine butforthis blafphemy the Lord cuthim thort, and prevented his

cruell purpoſe by fudden death, nnd that by the hand of a woman, tohis

further ſhame.

Nay,this finne is foodious inthe fight ofGod,that he punisheth even

them that give occafion thereof unto others, yea though they be his dea-

reft children, as it appeareth by the words of the Prophet Nathan unto

King David: Because ofthisdeed (faithhe) ofmurthering Vriah,anddefiling

Bathfhabe, thouhaft made the enemies of the Lordto blafpheme, the childe that

is borne untotheefhall furely die.

In the Empire of Iulian the Apoftata, therewere divers greatmenthat

cap. 11 , 12. for the Emperours fake fake forfooke Chrift and his religion : amongût

Contempt of
whom , was oneIulian, uncle to the Emperour,and Governour of the Eaft,

holythings.
Lib.1.cap.3.4. another, Felixthe Emperours Treaſurer : the firft ofwhich two, after hee

hadfpoyledall Chriftian Churches and Temples, piffed against the table

whereon the holy Sacraments were uſed tobe adminiftred, incontempt,

and ftrucke Euzoius onthe care for reproving him for it : theother behol-

dingthe holyveffels that belonged to the Church, faid, Seewhat pretious

veffels Maries fonne is ferved withall. After which blafphemy, the Lord

plagued them moft ftrangely : for Iulian fell into foftrange a difeafe, that

his intrailes beingrotten , hevoided his excrements athis mouth, becauſe

when theypaffed naturally, he abuſed themto the dishonour ofGod.Fe

lix vomited bloud fo exceffively nightand day at his blafphemous mouth,

that hedied forthwith.

Theatr.bif.

Videl.1.c.21.

Hares.

Phil.Chron.

Ab.Vrnfperg.

Fincelius de

Miraculis.li.2:

About the fame time there lived a famous fophifterand Epicure called

Libanius ; who being at Antioch, demanded blafphemouslyofalearned

and godlyſchoolemafter, What the Carpenters fonne did, andhow he

Occupiedhimfelfe ? Marry (quoth thefchoolemafter, full ofthefpiritof

Godjthe Creator of this world (whom thoudisdainfully calleft the car-

penters fonne) is makinga coffin for thee,to carry thee to thy grave:where-

at thefophifter jeafting, departed, and within few daies dying,was buried

ina coffin, according to the prophefie ofthat holyman.

The Emperour Heraclius fending Embaffadors to Cofroë the King of

Perfiato intreat of peace,returned with this anfwer, That he would never

ceafe to troublethem with warre, till hehad conftrained them to forfake

their crucified Chrift,and toworship the Sunne. But ere long he bore the

puniſhment ofhis blafphemy: forwhatwith a domefticall calamity,and

a forrein overthrowbythe hand ofHeraclius, he cameto a moft wofull de-

ftru&tion.

Michaelthatblafphemous Rabbine, that was accounted ofthe Lewes,

as their Princeand Meffias,as he was on atimebanquetting with his com-

panions, amongſt other things this was chiefeft fauce fortheirmeat, to

blafphme Chrift and his mother Mary, infomuch as heboafted ofavico-

ryalready gotten overthe Chriftians God . Butmarkethe iffue : as hedef-

cended downthe ftayres,his footflipping, he tumbled headlongand broke

his neck,wherein hislate victory proved a difcomfiture and overthrow, to

his eternall fhame and confufion.

Three
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Threefouldiers (amongat the Tyrigetes, a peopleof Sarmatia) paſſing

through aWood, there arofe atempeft of thunder and lightening, which

thoughcommonly it makeththe greatest Atheists to tremble, yet one of

them to thew his contempt of God and his judgements, burt forth into

blafphemy and defpightings of God. But the Lord foone tamed his re-

bellious tongue : for he caufed the winde to blow up by the root a huge

tree, that fell upon him and crufhed him to pieces, the other eſcaping to

teftifieto theWorld of his deſtruction.
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At a village called Benavides in Spain, two young men beingtogether Anthoniode

in a field, there arofe of a fudden a terrible tempeft, with fuchviolenceof

Torquemeda.j

weatherandwinde, and withallfoimpetuous awhirlwinde,that it amafed

thofe that beheld it. The two youngmen feeing the fury thereof com-

ming amaine towards them, to avoid thedanger ran away as faſt as they

poffibly might: but make what hafte they could it overtooke them : who

fearingleft the fame fhould fwing them up into the ayre, fell flatlong

downuponthe earth,wherethewhirlwindewhiskingabout them a pretty

while, andthenpaffing forth, theone of themaroſe fo altered and in fuch

an agony, that he was fcarcely ableto stand onhisfeet : the other lying

ftill andnot ftirring, fome others afarre off, that ftood under a hedge,

went tofeehowheedid, and found him , to be ſtarke dead, not without

markes uponhimofwonderfull admiration : for all bis bones were focru-

fhed, that the pipes and joynts of his legges andarmes were as cafie tobe

turned theonewayasthe other, as though hiswhole body had been made

of mofle, and befides,his tongue was pulledout by the roots,which could

not by any meanes be found, though they fought for it moft diligently.

And this was the miferable end of this wretched man,whowas noted to

be a great outragiousfwearer& blafphemerof Gods holy name ;the Lord

therfore chofe him out,tomake himanexampletotheworld ofhis juftice.

the Church

Noleffe notable is the example of a younggirle, named Denis Benefield, Acts and Mo

of twelve yeares of age : whogoing to ſchoole amongit othergirles,when numents of

theyfelltoreafon amongthemſelves after their childish difcretion about

God, oneamong the reft faid thathe was agood old father : What, hee ?

(laid theforefaid Denis) he is an old doting foole :which being told toher

miftreffe, the purpoſed to corre&t her the nextday for it : but it chanced

thatthenextday her mother fent her to London tothe market, the wench

greatlyintreating her mother that the might not goe, fo that the efcaped

her miftreffes correction. But the Lord invengeance metwith her: for

as the returned homeward,fuddenly fhewas ftricken dead,all the one fide

ofherbeingblack ; and buried at Hackney the fame night . A terribleex.

ample (no doub:) both to old and young, what it is for children to blaf-

phemethe Lordand God, and what it is forparents tofuffer their young

ones rogrowup inblindaeffe,without nurtering them in the feare ofGod,

and reverence of his Majefty, and therefore worthy to be remembred of

Inthe
yeare 5 10 an Arrian Bishop called Olympius, being at Carthage sabel nead

inthebathes, reproached and blafphemed the holy and facred Trinity,and 8.46.2.

thatopenly : but lighting felldowne from heaven upon him three times, ofthe acts of

andbewasburntand confumed therewith. Therewas alfo in the time of Alphonfus.

AlphonfusKingofArragon and Sicily, in an Ifle towards Africa, a cer- oftheacts of

tainhermitcalled Antonius,amonftrous andprophane hypocrite,that had Alphonſw.

all.

Paul Diacon.
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fowicked a heart to deviſe, and fo filthy a throatto belchout vile and in-

juriousfpeeches against Chrift Iefus and theVirgin Maryhis mother ;

but hee was ftrickenwitha moft grievous diſeaſe, even to be eaten and

gnawneinpiecesofwormes untill he died.

CHAP. XXX.

Of those thatbysurfing and denying God give themselves

to the Devill.

S concerningthoſe that areaddicted to much curfing,

andas iftheir throatswere Hell it felfe , to defpigh-

tings and reviling againſt God(that is bleffed for ever)

andarefomad as to renounce him , and give them-

felves tothe Devill: truely they worthily deferve to

beforfaken of God, and given over tothe Devill in-

deed,togowithhimintoeverlaſting perdition:which

experienced in ourtime upon certainewretched perfons,

whichhavebeen carried away by that wicked ſpirit to whom they gave

hath beenvifibly

themfelves.

Therewas upon atime in Germany, a certain naughty packe of a moſt

wicked life, and fo evill brought up,that at every wordhe fpake almoft, the

Devillwas at oneend ; ifwalkinghechanced to tread awry,or to ſtumble,

preſentlythe Devillwas inhis mouth:whereof albeit hewas manytimes

reprovedby his neighbors, and exhorted to correct and amend fovile and

deteftable avice, yet all was in vaine : continuing therefore this evill and

damnable cuſtome, it happened, that ashewas upona time paffing overa

bridge,he fell downe, and inhis fallgave thefefpeeches, Hoiftupwith an

hundred Devils : whichhe had no fooner fpoken, bat the Devillwhom he

called forfooft, was at his elbow to ftranglehim,and carry himaway with

him.

A certain fouldier travelling through Marchia,acountry ofAlmaigne,

chap.17.of the and findinghimselfeevill at eafein his journey, abode inan Inne till heedelufion of

fpirits. might recoverhis health, and committed tothe hofteffes cuftody certaine

moneywhichhe had abouthim. Nowawhile after being recovered ofhis

fickneffe, required his money againe ;but the having confulted withher

husband, denied the receit, and therefore the returne thereof;and accuſed

him ofwrong indemanding that which the neverreceived : The fouldier

on the other fide fretted amaine,and accufed her of coufenage :Which ſtir

whenthe goodman of the houſe understood (though privy to allbefore)

yetdiffembling,tooke his wives part, and thruft the fouldier out ofdoors:

whobeingthroughlychafed with that indignity, drew his ſword, and ran

at the doorewiththe pointbereof;whereat thehoftbeganto cry,Theeves,

theeves, faying that hewould have entred his houfe by force : fo that the

poorefouldier was taken and caft into prifon, and by proceffe of law ready

tobe condemned to death : but the very daywherein this hard fentence

wastobepronounced and executed, the Devillentred intothe prifon and

toldthefouldier thathe was condemnedtodie ; howbeit nevertheleffe if

he
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heewould giuehimſelfe bodie and foule untohim , hewould promifeto

deliver him outoftheir hands : the prifoner anfwering, faid, That he had

rather die being innocent, and without caufe, than to be delivered by that

meanes : againe the divell replied , and propounded untohim the great

danger whereinhe was,yea and ufed all cunning meanes poffible to per-

fwadehim: but feeing that he loft his labour , he at length left hisfuit,

and promiſed him both helpe, andrevengeupon his enemies, and that for

nothing: advifinghim morcover whenhecame to judgement , toplead

not guiltie, andto declare his innocencie and their wrong , and to intreat

the ludge togrant himone in a blew capthat ftoodby tobehis advocate :

(now this one in ablewcap wasthe Divell himfelfe) the fouldier accep-

tinghis offer, being called tothe barre, and indi&ed there ofFelonie, pre-

fently defired tohave his Atturney , whowas there prefent to pleadhis

caule : thenbeganthe fine and craftie Doctor of the lawes to plead , and

defend his clientveriecunningly, affirminghim tobe falfly accufed, and

confequently unjustly condemned, and that his hoftdidwithhold his mo-

ny and had offered him violence, and to prove his affertion he reckoned up

everycircumftance in theaction,yea the verie placewere they had hidden

the mony. Thehofton theother fide food indeniall very impudently,wi-

thingthedivellmight takehimifhe had it : thenthe fubtill lawyer inthe

blew cap, looking for noothervantage, left pleading, and fell to layhold

ofthe hoft, and carryinghim out of the Seffions houfe , boifted him into

the ayre fohigh, that he was neverafter feen nor heard of. And thuswas

the fouldier delivered fromthe execution ofthe law moſt ſtrangely, tothe

aftonishmentofall the beholders, that were eyewitneffes of thatwhich

happened to the forfworne andcurfing hoſt.
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obuwierna.

In the yere of our Lord 155 1, at Megalopole neerVoildftat, it happened zobmier

in the time ofthe celebration ofthefeat ofPentecoft the people being

fet on drinkingand caroufing , that awomanin thecompanycommonly

named the Devill in heroathes ; till that he beingfooftencalled on, came

ofafudden,and carried herthrough the gate aloft into the ayre before

them all,whoranoutaftonifhed to fee whither he would tranfport her,

and foundher awhilehanging in the ayrewithout the towne,and thenfal-

lingdowne upon the ground dead.

About the fametime there lived ina City ofSavoy one thatwas both a

monstrous fwearer, & alfootherwife very vicious,whoput manygood men

tomuchfruitleffe paines,thatinregard of their charge employed them-

felves oftentoadmonish and reprove his wicked behaviour, to the end he

might amend it: butall invaine, they might as well cat ftones against

thewind,forhewould not fomuchas liften totheir words , muchleffe re-

formehis manners. Now itfell out that the Peftilence being in the City,

hewas infectedwith it , and therefore withdrew himselfe a partwithhis

wife & anotherkinfwomanintoa gardenwhichhe had:peither yet in this

extremitydid the Minifters forfakehim,but ceafed not continually to ex-

hort him torepentance,and tolaybeforehis eyes his faults and offences

to the end tobring him into the right way.Buthewas fofarre frombeing

touchedormoved with thefegodly admonitions, that he ftrove rather

toharden himſelfe more and more in his finnes. Therefore one day

hafting forward his owne mishap, as heewas fwearing and denying

God andgivinghimfelfeto the Devill , and calling for him withvehe-

mency,
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hemency, behold even the Devill indeed fnatched himupfuddenly, and

heaved him intothe aire, his wife and kinfwomanlooking on, and feeing

him fly over their heads .Being thus fwiftly tranfported, his cap tumbled

from his head, and was found at Rofne ; but himselfe no man could ever

afterfet eyeon. The magiftrate advertiſed hereof,came tothe placewhere

hewas taken,to be better informed ofthe truth,takingthe witneffe ofthe

twowomen touching that which they had feene. Here may wee fee the

frange and terrible events ofGods juft vengeance uponfuch vile caitifes;

which doubtleffe are made manifeft to ſtrike a feare and terrour into the

heartof everyfwearer and denier of God (theworld beingbut toofull at

this day offuch wretches) that are fo infpired with Satan,that they can-

not fpeakebut they muſt name him, even him that is both an enemy to

God and man, and like a roaring lion runneth and roveth too and froto

devourethem not ſeekingany thing but mans deftru&tion. Andyetwhen

any paine affaileth them, or any trouble difquieteth their minds, or any

danger threateneth to oppreffe their bodies, defperately they callupon

him for aid, when indeed it were more needfull to commend themfelves

to God,and to pray for his grace and affiftance, having both a comman-

dement fo todoe, and a promiſe adjoyned, that he will helpus in our ne-

cefficies, if wecomeunto him bytrue and heartyprayer. It is not there-

fore without juſt cauſe, that God hath propounded and laid openin this

corrupt age,a Theatre of his Iudgements,that every manmight be warned

thereby.

ExColl.Lutb.

Momil26.in

B

CHAP. XXXI.

Moreexamples ofGods Iudgements uponCurfers.

Vtbeforewegoe to the next commandement, wee willad-

joyne a few moreexamples ofthis devillifh curfing. Mar-

tin Luther hath left regiftred unto us a notable example

fhowne upon a popish prieft that was once aprofeffor of

the fincere religion, and fell away voluntarily unto Pa-

pifme;whereof Adam Budißina was the reporter : This man

thundred out moſt bittercurfes againſt Luther in the pulpit, at a town cal

led Ruthnerwald, and amongst the reft, wifhed, that if Luthers doctrine

were true,a thunderbolt might ftrike him todeath. Now three dayes af-

terthere aroſe a mighty tempeft, with thunderand lightening : whereat

the curfed Prieft, bearing inhimselfe a guilty confcience, for thathee had

untruly and malitiouſlyſpoken, ranne baftily intothe Church, and there

fell to his prayers before the Altar moft devoutly ; but the vengeance of

Godfound him out and his bypocrifie, fo that he was ftroken dead with

the lightening,and albeit they recovered life inhim againe,yet as they led

him homewards through the Church-yard, another flaſh fo fetuponhim,

thatbewasburntfrom thecrowne of thehead to the fole of the foot, as

blacke as a fhoo,fothathediedwith a manifeft marke ofGods vengeance

uponhim.

Theodorus Beza reporteth unto us two notable hiftories of his owne

bit.pain , knowledge ofthe feverity ofGods judgment upona curferand a perjurer;

the
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the tenor whereof is this, I knew (faid he) in France a man ofgoodparts,

wellinftructed in Religion , and a mafter of a Familie , who in his anger

curfing, and bidding the Divell take one of his children, hadpreſently his

with ; for the childe was poffeffed immediatlywitha Spirit : fromwhich

thoughby the fervent and continuall prayers of the Church he was at

length releafed,yet erehehad fully recovered hishealthhe died. Thelike

we read tohavehappened to awoman, whom her husband in anger devo-

ted withbitter, curtes to the Divell ; for Sathan affaulted her perfently,

and robbed her of herwits, fo that he could neverbe recovered.

Anotherexample (faith he) happened not far hence, even in this coun- Difcipulus de
TemporeSer-

try, upona perjurer that forfwore himselfe to the end to deceive and pre- mon 116.

judice another thereby but he hadno foonermadean end ofhis falfe oath, Perjury.

but agrievous Apoplexy affailed him, fo thatwithoutfpeaking of anyone

wordhedyedwithin fewdayes.

Lib.1.cap.29. )

In the yere of our Lord 1557, the day before good fryday, at Forche- Job. Fincelius,

num a city inthe Bishopricke of Bamburg , there was a certaine crooked b.3.de Mirac.

Prieft both in body and minde , through age and evill conditions,

that could not gobut upon crutches , yetwould needs belifted intothe

pulpittomake a Sermon : his text was out ofthe 11 chap. ofthe first Epi

ftle tothe Corinthians,touching the Lords Supper ;whereout taking oc-

cafion to defend the Papifticall errours and the Maffe , hee ufed thefe or

fuchlikeblafphemous fpeeches, O Paul,Paul,ifthy doctrinetouchingthe

receivingof the Sacrament in both kinds be true , and ifit be awicked

thingto receive it otherwife , thenwouldthe divell might take me and

(turning to thepeople ) ifthe Popes doctrine concerning this point be

not true , thenam I the divels bondflaue, neitherdo I feare topawnemy

fouleupon it. Theſe and many otherblafphemous words he ufed, till the

Divellcameindeed, transformed into the shape ofa tall man, blacke and

terrible,fending before him fucha fearefullnoyfe, and fuchawind, that

the peoplefuppofed that the Church wouldhave fallen ontheir heads:

but he not able tohurt the reft, tooke away the old Prieft, being his devo.

ted bondſlave , and carried himfo far that hewasnever heard of. The bi

fhopofRugenftines brother hardly efcaped his hands : for hecameback

tofetchhim;buthe defending himselfwith hisfword,wounded his owne

body,andverynarrowlyescaped with his life. Befide, after this therewere

manyvifions feene about the citie, as armies ofmenready to enter and fur-

prifethem , fo that wellwashe that could hide himfelfe in a corner. At

another timeafter , the like noyfe was heard in the Church whilft they

were baptifingan infant , and all this for the abhominable curfing and

blafphemyofthe prophane Prieft.

In the yeare of our Lorld 1556, at S. Gallus in Helvetia, a certaineman

that earned his living by making cleane rough and foule linnen againſt

the Sun, entering ataverne, tafted fo muchthe grape, that hevomitedout

terriblecurfes against himselfe and others : amongst the rest hewifhed, if

everhewentinto the fields to his oldoccupation , that the divell might

comeandbreake his necke: butwhen fleepehad conquered drinke, and

fobriety reftored his fences , hewent again to his trade , remembringin.

deed his latewords, but regardingthemnot: howbeitthe Divell to thew

his double diligence, attended onhimat his appointedhoure in the like-

neffeof abig fwarthyman , andasked him ifheremembred his promife

1

and
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Albert.Kirant,

andvowwhichhe had madethe day before, and if it were not lawfull for

him tobreake his necke;and withall ftroke the pooreman, tremblingwith

feare, overthe ſhoulders, that his feet and his hands prefently dried up,
fo

that he lay there not able to ftir,till by help of men hewas carried home ;

the Lord not giving the Devill fo much powerover himas hewished him-

felfe ; but yet permitting him to plague him on this fort,for his amend-

ment,andourexample.

Henry Earle of Schwartburg through a corrupt cuftome uſed common-

Chron,Sax.16 . lyto with hemightbe drowned in a privy : and ashewifhed, foit hapned

untohim,for hewas foferved, and murthered at S.Peters Monaftery in Er-

ford, inthe yeareof our Lord, 1148 .

Cyriac.Span.

genb. in Ele-

gantijs veteri

Adami

Theatr.bif.

Luther:

Zob.Fincelins.

The likebefell a young Courtier at Mansfield, whofe cuftomewas in

any earneft affeveration,to fay, The Devill take me if it be notfo:the De-

vill indeed tookehim whileft hee flept, and threwhim out of ahighwin-

dow,where albeitby the good providence ofGodhe caught no great hurt,

yet he learntby experience to bridle his tongue from allfuchcurfed fpee-

ches,thisbeingbut a taft of Godswrath that is to fall uponfuch wretches

as he.

At Ofter avillage in the duchy of Megalopole, there chanced a moſt

ftrange and fearefull exampleupon awoman that gave her felfe tothe De-

vill bothbody andfoule, and uſed moft horriblecurfings and oathes, both

against herfelfe andothers : which deteftible manner of behaviour, as at

many other times, fo eſpecially thee fhewed at a marriage inthe forefaid

village upon S.John Baptifts day, the whole people exhorting her to leave

offthat monstrous villany:but thenothingbettered,continued her courſe,

till all the companywere fet at dinner, and very merry. Then loe,the De-

vill havinggot fullpoffeffion of her, came in perfon, and tranfported her

intotheairebeforethem all,with moſt horrible outcries and roarings, and

in that fort carried her round about the towne, that the Inhabitantswere

ready todie withfeare,andby&by tore her infoure pieces,leaving in four

feverall highwayes a quarter, that all that came by might be witneffes of

her punishment. And then returning to the marriage, threw herbowels

upon the table before the Major of the towne, with theſe words, Behold,

thefe difbes of meat belong to thee,whom the like deftruction awaiteth ifthou doeft

not amendthy wicked life .The reporters of this hiftorywere,John Herman the

Minifter ofthefaid towne, with the Major himſelfe and the whole Inha-

bitants, being defirous to have it knowne to the world for example

fake.

In Luthers conferences there is mention made of this ftory following:

Divers noblemenwere ftriving together at ahorſe race,and in their courſe

cried, The Devill take the laй. Nowthe laft was a horſe that broke looſe,

whom the Devill hoifted up into the aire and tooke cleane away. Which

teacheth us,not to call for the Devill, for he is ready alwayes aboutus un-

called and unlooked for,yeamany legions ofthem compaffe us about even

inour beſt actions todifturbe and pervert us.

Acertaine man not far from Gorlitz provided a fumptuousfupper, and

invited manyguefts unto it,whoat the time appointed refufed to come:

he inanger cried, Then let all the Devils in bell come. Neither was his

with frivolous;for a number ofthofe hellish fiends came forthwith,whom

henot difcerning from men, cameto welcome and entertaine : butas he

tooke
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tooke them by the hands, and perceiued in ftead offingers, clawes, all dif-

maied he ran out of the doores with hiswife , and left none in the houſe

buta young infant, with a foole fitting bythe fire , whom the Divels had

nopowerto hurt, neither any man elfe, fave the goodlyfupper,which they

made away withall,and fo departed.

It is notoriously knowne-in Oundle a towne in Northamptonshire,a-

mongst all thatwere acquainted with the partie , namely one Hacket, of

whom morehathfpokenbefore , how he uſed in his carneft talke to curfe

himfelfe onthis manner , Ifitbenot true, thenlet a visible confufion comeup-

onme. Nowhe wanted not his wifh, for he came to a vifible confufion in-

deed, as hathbeen declared more at large in the twentieth chapter ofthis

booke. At Witeberg, before Martin Luther anddivers other learned men,

awomanwhofe daughter was poffeffedwith a fpirit, confeffed , That by

her curfe that plague was fallen uponher : for being angry at atime, the

bad the Divell take her, and fhe had no fooner fpoken theword , but he

tooke her indeed,and poffeffed her inmoft frange fort.
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Nowhit leffe ftrange and horrible is thatwhichhappened at Neoburg Theatr.biftor.

in Germanie, to afonne thatwas curfedof his mother in her anger, with

this curfe, the prayed God the might never feehim returne aliue ; for the

fameday the yong manbathinghimselfe in the water , was drowned, and

neverreturned to his mother alive, according toherungodlywith ,

Thelike judgementof Godwe read of tohave beene executed upon Antonio de

another fonne that was banned and curfedby his mother , in the citie of Torquemeda.

Aftorga . The mother in her rage curfed one of her fons with deteftable

maledictions, betaking himtothe Diuels of hell, andwithing that they

wouldfetchhim out of her prefence , withmany other horrible execrati

ons :This was about ten a clocke at night , the famebeing very darke and

obfcure; the boy at laft through feare went out intoa little court behind

the houfe, from the which hee was fuddenly hoifed up into the ayre, by

menin fhewofgrimcountenance, great ftature , and loathfome and hor-

rible gefture, but indeed cruell fiends ofhell,and that with fuch fwiftneffe

( ashe himselfe afterconfeffed ) that it was not poffible , tohis feeming,

foranybirdin the world to fly fo faft : and lighting downe amongft cer-

taine mountaines ofbushes and briers, was trailed throughthe thickeſt of

them, and ſo all torne and rent , not only in his cloaths , but alsoin his

hands and face and almoſt hiswhole body. At last theboyremembring

God, and befeechinghim ofhelpe and affiftance, the cruell fiends brought

him backe againe throughthe aire, and puthim in at a little window into

a chamber inhis fathers houſe , where after muchfearch and griefe for

him , heewas found in this pitifull plight, and almoft befides himfelfe.

And thus though they had not power todeprive him of his life, as they

had donethe former , yetthe Lord fuffered them to afflict the parents in

thefonne , forthe good of bothparents andfonne if they belonged unto

the Lord.

Let notthe

difcredit the

But aboveall , this is moft frangewhichhapned in a town of Mifina, Theatr.biff.

in the yeare of our Lord God 1552 , the eleventh of September, where frangenes of

acholericke father feeing his fonne flacke abouthisbusineffe,wishedhee thisexample

might never firre from that place: forit wasno fooner faid, butdone,

hisfonne fuckefaft in the place, neitherbyany meanes poffible could be

removed, no notfo much as tofit orbend his body, tillby the praiers of

the

truth thereof,

feeingweread
how Lots wife

was turned in-
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the Faithfullhis paineswerefomewhat mitigated , though not remitted :
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three yeares he continued ftanding , witha peft at his backe for his ea fe,

falt , Gen. 19. and foure yeares fitting, at the endwhereofhe died ; nothing weakened in

andCorabwith his understanding, but profeffingthe faith, and not doubtingofhis falva-

hisCompany tion in Chrift Iefus. When hewas demanded at anytime howhe did:

the earth,Nu- he answered moſtuſually , That hewas faftened of God , and that it was

not in manbut in Gods mercy for him to be releaſed .

fwallowed of

mer.16. which

areftranger

than this. Lohn Peter fonne in law to Alexander that cruel Keeper of Newgate be-

Acts and Mo- inga moft horrible ſwearer and blafphemer , ufed commonlyto fay, Ifit

numents.pag. be not true, I pray God I may rot ere I die : andnot invaine , forhe rotted

away indeed,andfo dyed in mifery.

2101.

Acts and Mo-

2105.

Hitherwe may adde a notable exampleof acertaine yong gallant that

numents.pag. was a monstrous fwearer, who riding in thecompany ofdivers gentlemen,

began to fweare and most horribly blafpheme the name of God : unto

whom one inthe companywith gentlewordsfaid , he fhould one dayan-

fwer for that :theYonkertaking fnuffe thereat, Why (faid he) takeſt thou

thought for me? Takethought for thy windingfheet. Well (quoththe

other) amend, for death giveth no warning , as foone commeth a lambes

skin tothe market, as an old fheeps. Gods wounds (faid he) care not thou

for me : ragingstill on this manner worfe andworſe, tillat length paffing

ontheir journey, they came riding over a great bridge, uponwhich this

gentlemanfwearer fpurred his horfe in fuch fort, that he fprang cleane o-

verwiththe manon his backe , who as heewas going , cried, Horſe and

manand all tothe Divell. This terrible ftory Biſhop Ridley preached and

uttered at Pauls croffe : andone Hainesa Minifter of Cornwall (the repre-

hender of this man ) was the reporter of it to Mafter Fox,out ofwhom I

havedrawne it. Let us refraine then ( wretches that we are) our diveliſh

tongues, and leave off to provokethe wrathofGod any longer againft us :

let us forbeare all wicked and curfed fpeeches , and acquaint our felves as

well inwordas in deed to praiſe and glorifie God.

CHAP. XXXII.

Puniſhments forthecontempt oftheWord and

Sacraments
;
andabuse ofholy things.

Ow it is another kind of taking the Name of God in

vaine , todeſpiſe his Word and Sacraments : for like

as among earthly princes , it is accounted a crimenо

leffe than treaſon , either to abuſe their pictures , to

counterfeit ordeprave their feales, to rent, pollute, or

corrupt their letters patents , orto uſe unreverently

their meffengers , or any thing that commeth from

them : Sowith the Prince ofheaven it is afinof high degree, either toa-

bufehisWordprophanely , which is the letters patents ofourfalvation ;

or handle the Sacraments unreverently,which are the feales ofhis mercy;

or todefpife his Minifters , which are his meffengers untous. And this

he makethknowneuntous not only by Edi&ts and Commandments, but

alfe
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1 Cor. 11.29,

30.

alfo by examples of his vengeance onthe heads of the offendors in this

cafe. Forthe former, lookwhat Paul faith , That for the unworthy recei-

vingofthe Sacraments, manywereweake and ficke amongthe Corinthi-

ans, and many flept . How muchmore then for theabufing and contem-

ningthe Sacraments ?And the Prophet David,That for caftingtheWord Pfab50.16,170 .

of Godbehinde them , they fhould have nothing to do with his Cove-

nant. How muchmore then for proplaningand deridinghis Word ?And

Mofes , whenthe people murmured against him andAaron, faith,That

their murmurings werenot against them ,which were but Minifters , but

against the Lord. How much more then is the Lord enraged, whenthey

are fcoffed at , derided , and fet at naught ? Hence it is that the Lordde- Deut.4.2.

nounceth aWoto him that addeth or taketh away fromtheWord; and & 12.13

calleth them dogs that abuſe ſuch precious pearles .

But let us cometo the examples wherein thegrievoufneffe ofthis finne

willlymore openthanby anywords canbe expreffed.

First, tobeginwith thehouſe of Ifrael , which werethefole felect peo.

ple ofthe Lord,whom he had chofen out ofall other nations ofthe world,

tobe his ownepeculiar flocke , and his chiefe treaſure , above all other

people ofthe earth, and akingdome ofPriefts, and a holyNation ; when

as theycontemned and defpifed his Word fpoken unto them byhis pro-

phets , and caft his law behinde their backe , he gave them over intothe

hands oftheirenemies , and of Ammi made them Loammi ; that is, ofhis

people, made them nothis people : and of Ruhama, Lorubama ; that is , of

fuch as had found mercy and favour at Gods hand,a nation that fhould ob-

tainnomercy nor favour, asthe Prophet Hofea fpeaketh.

Exod.16.8 .

Apoc.22.18.

Proverb 30.6.

Exod.19 6.

Hofca 1.6,7.

Thiswe fee plainly verified firft in the ten tribes, whichunder Ieroboam

fellaway from the Scepter of Iuda : for after that the Lord had fundry

times fcourged them by many particular puniſhments , as the famin,

fword, and peftilence , for their idolatry and rebellion to his law ; atthe

laft in theninth yere ofthe raign ofHofbea Kingof Ifrael, he brought up-

onthem a finall and generall deftru&ion , and delivered them intothe

handsofthe Kingof Afhur, who carried them away captive into Affyria,

and placed them in Hala and in Habor, bytheriver of Gofan , and in the

cities ofthe Medes ; and in ftead ofthem feated themen ofBabel, ofCu-

thab, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, in the cities of Samaria. Thus were

theyutterly rooted up, andfpued out ofthe land of their inheritance , and

their portion givenunto ftrangers,as was threatned to them by the mouth

of Mofes the fervant ofthe Lord:and the cauſe ofall this is fet downbythe Deu, 28 .

holy Ghoft, 2 Kin.17.13 . to be,for that thoughtheLord had teftified to

thembyalhis prophets & feers,faying, Turnfromyour evill wayes,and keepe

mycommandementsandmy ftatutes, accordingto allthe Law which I commanded

yourfathers : nevertheleffe theywould notobey,but hardned their necks:

& then it followeth in the 18 ver,Therforethe Lordwas exceedingwroth with

Ifrael, andput themout ofhisfight , andnone wasleft but the Tribe ofIudaoncly.

Now thoughthe kingdome of Iuda continued ingood eftate long af-

terthe defolation ofthe ten tribes , (for thishapned in theraigne of Abaz

KingofIuda , ) yet afterward in the raigne of Zedekiah, the great and fa-

mous citie Ierufalemwastakenby Nabuchadnezzar theKingofBabel, and

utterly ruinedand defaced : theglorious and ftately templeof the Lord,

builtby Salomon, thewonderoftheworld , was burntdown to afhes, toge

M ther

2 King. 17.13.
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ther with all the houſes of Ierufalern , and all othergreat houfes in the

land :all the rich veffels and furniture of the temple , ofgold, filver, and

braffe, were carried to Babel by Nabuzaradan the chiefe fteward . The king

himſelfewas bound in chaines , and after he had feenhis owne fons flaine

before his eyes, had his owneeyes put out , that he might never more take

comfort of the light. The priests and all the greateſt and richeſt ofthe

people were carried away in captivity, and only the poore were left behind

to dreffe the vines and til the land. Now what was the caufe of this la.

mentable deftruction of this holy City , of the Temple and Sanctuary of

the Lord , andof his owne people ? it is fetdownebytheholy.Ghoft in

2 Chron. 36. expreffe word , 2 Chro.36.15,16. That, whentheLordfentunto themby his

Meffengers, rifing early, andfending, because he hadcompaßion onthem, andon his

habitation, they mockedthe Meffengers ofGod, defpifedhis words, and mifufedhis

Prophets andtherefore the wrath ofthe Lord arofe against his people, andthere

was no remedy . Behold here the grievousjudgement ofthe Lord uponfuch

ascontemnedhis Word, and defpifed his Prophets.

15,16.

Hcb.2.3.

Thus wasthe first city and temple deftroyed : and did the ſecond fare

anybetter ? noverily,but far worse: for astheir finnewas greater , in that

the former Iews contemned only theWordſpokenby the Prophets which

werebut fervants, theſe deſpiſed theWordſpokenby the Sonne himſelf,

which is the Lord oflife , fotheir punishmentwas alfothegreater : for as

Heb. 10,28,29, the Apoftlefaith , If theywhich defpifedMofes Law died without mercy, how

muchforerpunishment are they worthy ofwhich treadunderfoot the Sonne ofGod,

andcount the bloudoftheTeftament as anunholy thing, and neglectfo greatfab-

vation, whichfirst began tobepreached bythe Lord himselfe , andafterward was

confirmedbythem whichheardhim. Therefore the deftruction of the fecond

city and templeby Titus and Vefpafian Emperours ofRome, was far more

lamentable than that ofthe former : yea , fo terrible and fearefull was the

judgement ofGod upon that nation at this time , that never the like cala-

mitie andmiferywasheard or read of there at the fiege ofIerufalemthe

faminwas fogreat within thewalls, and thefwordfoterriblewithout,that

within theywere conſtrained to eat not only leather andold fhoo's , but

horfe dung , yeatheir owne excrements , and fome todevour their owne

children and as manyas iffued out were crucified bythe Romans, as they

had crucified the Saviour of theworld , till they had no more wood to

naile them on.So that it was mofttruewhich our Saviour foreprophefied,

Matth.24.21. Thatſuch ſhouldbe the tribulation of that time , as wasnotfrom the beginning of

the world, norfhouldbe againe to the end. Atthis deftruction perished eleven

hundred thousand lewes, as Hiftorians report ; befidesthem whichVespa.

fianflew infubduing the country of Galilee : over and befides them alfo

whichwerefould and fent into Egypt and other provinces,to vile flavery,

to the number of feventeene thoufand : twothouſand werebroughtwith

Titus in triumph , ofwhich , part he gave to be devoured of wilde beafts,

and partotherwiſe moft cruellywere flaine. By whofe cafe all nations

may take example, what it is to reject thevifitation of Gods verity being

fent untothem , andmuch moreto perfecutethemwhichbefentof God

for their falvation. Andhere is diligently to beobferved the great equi-

ty of this judgment:they refufed Chrift tobe their King,and chofe rather

tobe fubje&tunto Cafar ; now they are by thefaid (their owne) Cafar de-

ftroyed, whenas Chrifts fubje&tsthe fametimeefcaped thedanger.

The

3
3



Puniſhments for contempt Gods Iudgements.
oftheWord and, &t.

143

cap.s.

The like example of Gods wrathfull punishment is to be noted no

leffe inthe Romans alfo themſelves,for defpifing Chrift and his Goſpel :

forwhenTiberius Nero the Emperor having received by letters from Ponti- Tertul Apol.

zus Pilat, a true report of the doings ofChrift Iefus, ofhis miracles, refur-

rection , and afcention intoheaven , and howhewas received as Godof

manygood men, was himfelfe mooved with beleefe ofthe fame, and did

confer thereofwith the whole Senat of Rome , tohave Chrift adored as

God. Butthey not agreeing thereunto, refufed him, becauſe that contra-

ry tothe law of the Romans , hewas confecrated (faid they) for a God

before the Senat ofRome had decreed and approved him . Thus thevaine

Senatwhichwere contented with the Emperorto raign over them , were

not contented with the meeke King of glory , the Sonne ofGod, to be

their King : yea they contemned alfothe preaching of the two bleffed

Apoftles Peter and Paul, who were alfo moft cruelly put to death in the

later end ofDomitiusNero his raigne, and the yeare of Chrift 69 , for the

teftimony and faith of Chrift. And therefore after much like fort tothe

Iews werethey ſcourged and entrapped by the famewaywhich they did

prefer: foras they preferred the Emperour , and rejected Chrift, fo did Sueton.

God flirre up their owne Emperours againstthem, in fuch fort, that both

the Senators themſelves were all devoured , andthe whole city moft hor-

ribly afflicted the ſpace almoft ofthree hundred yeares together. Neither

were they only thus fcourgedby their Emperors , but alsoby civill wars,

whereofthree were fought intwo yeares at Rome after Nero's death : as

likewife by othercafualties : for in Suetonius is teftified,five thousand were

hurtand flainebyfall ofa Theatre.

Tacitus.

How heavy and fearefull the judgementof God hathbeene towards

thofefeven famous Churches of Afia, to thewhich the holy Ghoſt wri-

teth his feven Epiftles, Revel. 2 and 3. hiftoriesfufficiently teftifie, and ex-

perience fheweth : forwhereasinthe Apoftles time , and long after in the

dayesofperfecution , no Churches in the world more flourished ; after,

whentheybegan to make light account of the word of God , andto fall

awayfromthe truth to errors, from godlineffe to impieties, the Lordalfo

made light account ofthem , and removed his Candleſticke , that is,the

minifteryofhis Gofpell, from amongst them, and made them a preyunto Reveb2.5%

their enemies : andfo theywhich beforewere fubje&ts to Chrift, arenow

flaves to Mahomet ; and therewherethe true God was worshipped is now

a filthy Idol adored ; and inftead ofthe Gofpel of Chrift, is the Turks Al-

coran ; in ftead ofthe feven ftars and ſeven candleſticks are ſeven thouſand

pricfts ofMahomet,andworshippers ofhim: and thus for the contempt of

the GospelofChrift,is the Chrurch ofChriftians made a cage ofDivels.

VenerableBede in his Ecclefticall hiftory of England reporteth, That

aboutthe yeare of our Lord.
of our Lord420 , afterthat the Brittons had beenlong

afflicted bythe Irish, Pics, and Scots, and that the Lord hadgiventhem

reft from all their enemies , and had bleffed them withfuchgreat plenty

ofcorn, and fruits ofthe earth , as had notbeen beforeheard of, theyfell

into all manner offins and vices,and in ftead ofſhewing themſelves thank-

full to the Lord for his great mercies , provoked his indignation more

fiercely against them : for,as he faith, togetherwith plenty grewryot,and

this was accompaniedwitha train ofmany other foule enormities,efpeci-

allythe hatred ofthe truth,&contempt of theWord,and thatnot only in

M 1 the
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the Laity and ignorant people, but even alfo in the Clergy and Sheep-

heards of the people: for which cauſe the Lord firftfent among them

fuch a contagious plague, that the livingwere fcarce fufficient to bury

thedead :andwhenby this punishmentthey were notreclaimed, thenby

their owne counfels and procurement the Lord brought upon thema

fierce and mighty nation, eventhe Saxons of Germany; who albeit they

cameat firft as helpers andfuccorers of them against their enemies, yet

ere longproved their foreft foesthemfelves , and after muchbloudfhed

dravethem almoft quite out of their Kingdome , confining them into

a haven, nooke , and corner ofthe fame,wherethey remaine till this day:

and all thiscameuponthem (faith that reverend Authour) for their in-

gratitude for Gods mercies, and contempt oftheWord of God.

Againe, we reade a little beforethis, how that God flirred up Gildas

a godlylearned man, to preach to the old Brittons , and to exhort them

to repentance and amendment of life , and to forewarne them of plagues

tocome,ifthey repented not : butwhat availed it ? Gildas was laughed to

fcorne andtaken for afalfe Prophet; the Brittons,withwhorifh facesand

unrepentant hearts,went forward in their fins ; and what followed ? God

topunish their contempt of his Word and Minifters , fent in their ene-

mies on everyfide,and deftroying them, gavetheir land to other nations.

Againe, not manyyeares paft , Almighty God feeing idolatry, fuper-

numents.pag. ftition , hypocrific, andwicked livingufed in this land , raiſed up that

godlylearned man John Wickliffe to preachunto our fathers repentance,

and toexhortthemto forfake their idolatry and fuperftition : but his ex-

hortations were not regarded , hewith his fermons was defpifed , his

bookes andhimfelfe after his death , wereburnt : What enfued ? A moſt

grievous and heavy vengeance : they flew their lawfull King , and fetup

three other on arow, under whom all the noble bloud was flaine up, and

halfe the Commons deftroyed ; whatbywarre in France , and civile dif

cord among themſelves, the cities and towns weredecayed, and the land

broughthalfto a wilderneffe.O,extrem plagues of Gods juft vengeance!

Nich.Heming

Butthefe examples be generall overwhole nations : now let us def-

cend to particular judgments upon private perfons , for contemning,

fcorning, or defpifing the WordofGod , the holy Sacraments, andthe

Minifters ofthe fame.

Hemingius a learned Divine, in his expofition upon the first chapter of

S.Iohns Gofpell reporteth, That about the yere 1550 there was a certain

lewd companion in Denmark, whohad longmade profeffion to mockeat

all Religion, and at devout perfons : This fellow entering into a Church

wheretherewas a fermon madeby the Minifter of the place , began con-

trary toall thoſe thatwere prefent, to behave himfelfe moft prophanely,

and tofhewbylewdcountenances andgeftures, his diflike and contempt

ofthat holyexerciſe : towhomthe preacher (being inftant upon his bufi-

neffe in hand) fpakenot aword, but only fighing , praied unto God,that

this mocker might befuppreffed : who feeing that the Preacherwould

not conteftagainsthim, but contemned his unworthy behaviour , goeth

out ofthe Church,butyet not out of the reachof Gods vengeance :

prefently as he paffed out, a tyle fell from thehouſe upon his head , and

flew himupon theplace: ajuft judgement upon fo prophane a wretch.

Fromwhenceall fcornersand deriders ofgodlyfermons,and the preachers

for

of
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Celebrat ,dext.

Chriftopher Turkea Counsellor of Eftate to a great Nobleman in Ger- Mart, Lydim,

many; going one day to horſe , and mocking ata certaine godly Noble- excelf

manwhowas then prifoner in his enemies hands , uttered theſe or ſuch

likefpeeches ; Seewhat is become of thefe gallants , that fung fo much

one with another, when any one doth wrongus , Godis ourfuccoranddefence :

but he had ſcarce ended his words , when as a fudden griefe tooke him,

fo that he was forced toalight from his horfe , and tobe carried to bed ;

where in ftead offinging , he dyed in difpaire, drawing forth his tongue as

blacke as a cole, and hangingout ofhis mouth. Thishappened the ninth

ofIune , 1547.

The contempt of the Sacramentofbaptifme was moſt notablypuni- Georft lefeure;

fhedina certaine Curate ofMifnia in Thuring : whofe cuftomewas when- lib.3.Anna!

foever heehadbaptifed anywomen children , in contempt of the foemi- Miſnia.

nine fex, and withoutany regard tothe holy Sacrament,to ſay, That they

fhouldnot carry thembacke to thehouſe , but caft them into the River.

This prophane Curate looking one day over the bridge of Elbe (which is

a large and a deepe River) how theboats did paffe ; noman touchinghim,

nor his braine any way altered , but by a fecret judgement of God, fell

overthe bridge intothe water, and was prefently drowned : thathewhich

fo impiouſly wifhed drowning to other , and that at the Sacrament of

Baptifme , was drowned himſelfe. This happened in the yeare

1505.

1730.

Thecontemptuous and irreverent handling of theWordof Godinthe Actsand Mc-

pulpit, together with openhatredof the Gofpel, was most famouslyre. numents.pag.

vengedin one Nightingale the Parfon ofGondal befides Canterbury, inthe

raigne ofQueen Mary,Anno 1555. Thiswretched Parfon upon Shrove

Sunday (which was thethird day ofthe moneth ofMarch) makinga Ser-

mon tohis parishioners , entred beside his text , into an impertinent dif

courfe oftheArticles lately fet forth by the Popes authority, in commen-

dation thereof, and tothe diſgrace ofthe Goſpell : faying more over thus

untothe people,Mymafters and neighbours, rejoice and be merry,for the

prodigall fonne is come home for I know that the most part ofyou are as

Iam, I know your hearts well enough, and I fhall tellyou what happened

to methis wecke paft : I was beforemy Lord Cardinall, and hehath made

me as cleane from finne as I was atthe Font- ftone ; and he hath alfoap-

pointedmeto notifie unto you the Bull ofthe Popes pardon ; and fo rea-

dingthe fame unto them , he thanked Godthat ever he lived to fee that

day:adding moreover , that he beleeved , thatby the vertue ofthat Bull

hewas as cleane from finne asthatnight that hewas borne : which words

he had nofooner uttered , but the Lord to fhewthat he lyed , ftroke him

withfuddendeath,and fohe feldownoutofthe pulpit, never ſtirringhand

norfoot, not ſpeaking word , but there lay , an amazement and aftoniſh-

menttoallthe people.

Dentering an Arrian Biſhopbeing at Bizantium, as hewas about tobap-

tife one Barbas after his blafphemous manner,faying, I baptife thee in the

name ofthe Father, through the Sonne, in theholy Ghoft, (whichforme

ofwords is contrary to the prefcript ruleof Chrift,that bad his difciples to

baptife all nations , In the Name of the Father , the Sonne , and the

M 3
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CHAP. XXXI.

Moreexamples ofGods Iudgements upon Curfers.

Vtbeforewegoe tothe next commandement, wee will ad-

joynea few moreexamples ofthis devillifh curfing . Mar-

tin Luther hath left regiftred unto us a notable example

fhowne upon a popish prieft that was once a profeffor of

the fincere religion, and fell away voluntarily unto Pa-

pifme,whereof Adam Budißina was the reporter : This man

thundred out moſt bitter curfes againſt Luther in the pulpit, at a town cal.

led Ruthnerwald, and amongst the reft, wifhed, that if Luthers do&rine

were true,a thunderbolt might ftrike him to death. Now three dayes af-

ter there aroſe a mighty tempeft, with thunderand lightening : whereat

the curfed Priest, bearing inhimselfe a guilty confcience, for that hee had

untruly and malitiouſlyſpoken, ranne baftily intothe Church, and there

fellto his prayers before the Altar moft devoutly ; but the vengeance of

Godfound him outand his bypocrifie, fo that he was ftroken dead with

the lightening,and albeit they recovered life in him againe, yet as they led

himhomewards throughtheChurch-yard, another flaſh fofetuponhim,

that hewasburntfrom the crowne of the head to the fole of the foot, as

blacke as a (hoo, fothathedied with a manifeftmarke ofGods vengeance

uponhim.

Theodorus Beza reporteth unto us two notable hiftories of his owne

hift.pafien , knowledge,ofthe ſeverity of Godsjudgment upona curferand a perjurer,

the
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the tenor whereof is this, I knew (faid he) in France amanofgood parts,

well inftructed in Religion , and a mafter of a Familie , who in his anger

curfing , and bidding the Divell take one ofhis children, had preſently his

with ; for the childe was poffeffed immediatlywitha Spirit : fromwhich

thoughby thefervent and continuall prayers of the Church hewas at

length releafed,yeterehehad fully recovered his health he died. Thelike

we read tohave happened to a woman, whomher husband in anger devo-

tedwithbitter, curles to the Divell , for Sathan affaulted her perfently,

and robbed her of herwits, fothat she could neverbe recovered.
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Another example (faith he) happened not farhence, even in this coun- Difcipulus dé

try, upona perjurer that forfwore himselfe to the end to deceiveand pre- mon. 116.

judice another thereby but hehadnofoonermade an end ofhis falfe oath, Perjury.

but agrievous Apoplexy affailed him, fo thatwithoutfpeaking ofanyone

wordhe dyedwithinfewdayes.

Lib.1.cap.29.

In the yere ofour Lord 1557, theday before good fryday, at Forche- Job. Fincelius,

num a city in the Bishopricke of Bamburg , therewas a certaine crooked 6.3,de Mirac·

Prieft both in body and minde , through age and evill conditions,

that could not gobut upon crutches , yetwould needs belifted intothe

pulpittomake a Sermon : his textwas out ofthe 11 chap. ofthe first Epi-

ftle tothe Corinthians,touchingthe Lords Supper ; whereout taking oc-

cafion to defend the Papifticall errours and the Maffe , hee ufed thefe or

fuchlike blafphemous fpeeches, O Paul,Paul, if thy doctrine touchingthe

receiving of the Sacrament in both kinds be true , and ifit be awicked

thingto receive it otherwife , thenwouldthe divell might takeme and

(turning to thepeople ) if the Popes do&rine concerningthis point be

not true, thenam I the divels bondflaue, neitherdo I feare topawnemy

fouleuponit. Thefe and many otherblafphemous words heufed, till the

Divell came indeed , transformed into the fhape of a tall man, blacke and

terrible,fending before him fuch a fearefullnoyfe , and fucha wind, that

the peoplefuppofed that the Church wouldhave fallen on their heads

buthe not able tohurt the reft, tooke away theold Prieft, beinghis devo

tedbondflave , and carried himfo far that hewasnever heard of. Thebi

fhopofRugenfines brother hardly efcaped his hands ; for he cameback

tofetchhim ; buthe defendinghimselfwith his fword,wounded his owne

body, andvery narrowlyescaped with his life. Befide, after this there were

manyvifions feene about the citie, as armiesof menready toenter and fur

prifethem, fothat wellwashe that could hide himfelfe ina corner. At

another timeafter , thelike noyfe was heard in the Church whilst they

were baptifingan infant , and all this for the abhominable curfing and

blafphemy ofthe prophane Prieft.

In the yeare of our Lorld 1556, at S. Gallusin Helvetia, a certaine man

that earned his living by making cleane rough and foule linnenagainst

the Sun, entering a taverne, tafted fo muchthe grape, that hevomitedout

terriblecurfes against himselfeand others : amongstthe rest hewished, if

everhewent into the fields to his oldoccupation , that the divell might

comeandbreake his necke : butwhen fleepehad conquered drinke, and

fobriety restored his fences , hewent again to his trade , remembringin.

deedhis latewords, but regardingthemnot : howbeitthe Divell to thew

hisdoublediligence, attended onhimathis appointedhouse in the like-

nefleof abig fwarthyman, andasked him ifheremembred his promife

and
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Albert.Kirant,

andvow whichhe had made the day before, and if it were not lawfull for

him tobreake his necke;and withall ftroke the pooreman, tremblingwith

feare, overthe ſhoulders, that his feet and his hands prefently dried up, fo

that he lay there not ableto ftir, till by help of men hewas carried home ;

the Lord not giving the Devill fomuch power overhim ashewished him-

felfe ; but yet permitting him to plague him onthis fort,for his amend-

ment,and our example.

Henry Earle of Schwartburg through a corrupt cuftome uſed common-

Chron,Sax.16. lyto with hemightbe drowned ina privy : and as hewifhed, fo it hapned

untohim,forhewas foferved, and murthered at S.Peters Monaftery in Er-

ford, inthe yeare ofour Lord, 1148 .

Cyriac.Span.

genb.in Ele-

gantijs veteri

Adami.

Theatr.bif.'

Luther:

Iob.Fincelius.

The like befell a young Courtier at Mansfield, whofe cuftomewas in

any earneſt affeveration,to fay, The Devill take me if it be not fo:the De-

vill indeed tooke him whileft hee flept, and threwhim out of ahighwin-

dow,where albeitby the good providence ofGodhe caught no great hurt,

yet he learnt by experience to bridle his tongue from all fuch curfed fpee-

ches,thisbeingbut a taft of Godswrath that is to fall uponfuch wretches

as he.

At Ofter a village in the duchy of Megalopole, there chanced a moſt

ftrangeand fearefull exampleupon awoman that gaveher felfe to the De-

villboth body and foule, and uſed moft horriblecurfings and oathes, both

against herfelfe andothers : which deteftible manner of behaviour, as at

many other times, fo efpecially thee fhewed at a marriage in the forefaid

village upon
S.John Baptifts day, the whole people exhorting her to leave

offthat monftrous villany:but the nothingbettered,continued her courſe,

till all the companywere fet at dinner, and very merry . Then loe,the De-

vill havinggot full poffeffionof her, came in perfon, and tranfported her

intotheaire beforethem all,with moſt horrible outcriesand roarings, and

inthatfort carried her round about the towne, that the Inhabitantswere

ready todie with feare,and by&by tore her infoure pieces,leaving in four

feverallhighwayes a quarter, that all thatcame by might be witneffes of

her punishment. And then returning tothe marriage, threw her bowels

upon the table before the Major of the towne, with theſe words, Behold,

thefe difbes of meat belong to thee,whom the like deftruction awaiteth ifthou doeſt

not amendthy wicked life.The reporters of this hiftorywere,John Herman the

Miniſterof the ſaid towne, with the Majorhimselfe and the whole Inha-

bitants, being defirous to have it knowne to the world for example

fake.

In Luthers conferences there is mention made of this ftory following :

Divers noblemenwere ftriving together at a horſe race, and in their courfe

cried, The Devill take the laft. Nowthelaftwas ahorfe that broke loose,

whom the Devill hoifted up into the aire and tooke cleane away. Which

teacheth us,not tocall for the Devill, for he is ready alwayes about us un-

called andunlooked for,yeamany legions ofthem compaffeus about even

inour beſtactions to diſturbe and pervertus.

Acertaine mannot farfrom Gorlitz provided afumptuousfupper, and

invited many guefts unto it,whoat the time appointed refuſed to come:

he in anger cried, Then let all the Devils in bell come. Neitherwas his

with frivolous;for a numberofthofe hellish fiends came forthwith,whom

henot difcerning from men, cametowelcome and entertaine : but as he

tooke
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tooke them by the hands, and perceiued in ftead offingers, clawes, all dif-

maied he ran out of the doores with hiswife , and left none in the houſe

buta young infant, with a foole fitting bythe fire , whomthe Divels had

nopowerto hurt, neither any man elle, fave the goodly fupper,which they

made away withall,and fo departed.

It is notoriously knowne-in Oundle a towne in Northamptonshire, a-

mongst all thatwere acquainted with the partie , namely one Hacket, of

whom inore hath ſpokenbefore , how he used in his earneſt talke to curſe

himfelfe on this manner ; Ifit be not true, thenlet a visible confufion comeup-

onme. Nowhe wantednot his wifh, forhe came to a visible confufion in-

deed , as hathbeen declared more at large in the twentieth chapter of this

booke. At Witeberg, before Martin Luther anddivers other learned men,

a womanwhofe daughter was poff ffed with a fpirit, confeffed , That by

her curfe that plague was fallen upon her : for being angry at a time, fhe

bad the Divell take her,and fhe had no fooner fpoken the word , but he

tookeher indeed,and poffeffed her inmoft ftrange fort.
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Nowhit leffe ftrange and horrible is that whichhappened at Neoburg Theatr.biftor.

in Germanie , to a fonne thatwas curfed of his mother in her anger, with

this curſe, the prayed God the might never feehim returne aliue ; forthe

fameday theyongmanbathing himselfe inthewater , was drowned, and .

neverreturned to his mother alive,according toherungodlywiſh ,

The like judgementof Godwe readof tohave beene executed upon Antoniore

another fonne that was banned and curfedby his mother , in the citie of Torquemeda.

Aftorga. The mother in her rage curfed one of her fans with deteftable

maledictions, betaking himto the Diuels of hell , andwiſhing that they

wouldfetchhim out of her prefence , withmany other horrible execrari-

ons : This was about ten a clocke at night , the famebeing very darke and

obfcure ; the boy at laft through feare went out into a little court behind

thehoufe, from the which hee was fuddenly hoifed up into the ayre, by

menin thewofgrim countenance, great ftature , and loathfome and hor-

riblegefture, but indeed cruell fiends ofhell,and that with fuch fwiftneffe

( as he himselfe after confeffed ) that it was not poffible , tohis feeming,

forany birdintheworld to fly fofaft : and lighting downe amongft cer-

taine mountaines ofbushes andbriers, was trailed through the thickeft of

them, and fo all torne and rent , not only in his cloaths , but alfoin his

hands and face and almost hiswhole body. At laft theboy remembring

God, andbefeechinghim ofhelpe and affiſtance, the cruell fiends brought

himbackeagaine throughthe aire, and puthim in at a little window into

a chamber inhis fathers houfe , where after muchfearch and griefe for

him , heewas found in this pitifull plight, and almoft befides himſelfe.

And thus though they had not power todeprive him of his life, as they

had done the former , yetthe Lord fuffered them to afflict the parents in

thefonne , forthe good of bothparents andfonne if theybelonged unto

the Lord.

Let notthe
Butaboveall , this is moft frangewhich hapned in a town of Mifina, Theatr. hift

in the yeare of our Lord God 1552 , the eleventhof September where ftrangenes of

acholericke father feeing his fonne flacke about his bufineffe,wishednice this example

might never firre from that place: for it wasno fooner faid; butdone, truth thereof,

hisfonne fuckefaft in the place, neitherbyany meanes poffible couldbe feeingweread

removed, no notſomuch as tofit or bendhis body, tillby the praiersof was turned in-

the

difcredit the

how Lots wife
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the Faithfull his paineswerefomewhat mitigated , though not remitted :
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to a pillar of threeyeares he continued ftanding , with a peft at his backe for his ea fe,

falt , Gen.19. and foure yeares fitting, at the endwhereofhe died ; nothing weakened in

andCorabwith his underſtanding , but profeffingthe faith, and not doubtingofhis falva-

his Company tionin Chrift Iefus. When hewas demandedat anytime how he did:

theearth,Nu- he answered moſt uſually , Thathewas faftened of God , and that it was

mer.16. which not inmanbut in Gods mercy for him to be releaſed .

fwallowed of

areftranger

than this.
Lohn Peter fonne in law to Alexander that cruel Keeper of Newgate be-

Acts and Mo- inga most horrible fwearer and blafphemer , ufed commonlytofay, Ifit

numents.pag. be not true, I pray God I may rot ere I die : and not in vaine , for he rotted

away indeed,and fodyed in mifery.

2101.

A&ts and Mo-

2105,

.

Hitherwemay adde a notable example of a certaine yonggallant that

numents.pag. was amonftrous fwearer, who riding in thecompany ofdivers gentlemen,

began to fweare and most horribly blafpheme the name of God : unto

whom one inthe companywith gentle words faid , he ſhould one dayan-

fwerfor that:theYonkertakingfnuffe thereat, Why (faidhe) takeft thou

thought for me? Take thought for thy winding fheet. Well (quoth the

other) amend, for death giveth no warning, as foone commeth a lambes

skin tothe market, as an old fheeps. Gods wounds (faid he) care not thou

forme:ragingftill on thismanner worfe andworſe, tillat length paffing

ontheir journey, they came riding over a great bridge, uponwhich this

gentlemanfwearer fpurred his horfe in fuch fort, that hefprang cleane o-

verwiththemanon his backe , whoas heewas going , cried , Horfe and

manandall tothe Divell. This terrible ftory Bishop Ridley preached and

uttered at Pauls croffe : andone HainesaMinifter of Cornwall (the repre-

hender of this man) was the reporter of it to Mafter Fox,out ofwhom I

havedrawne it. Let us refraine then ( wretches that we are) our divelish

tongues, and leave off to provoke the wrathofGod any longer againft us :

let us forbeareall wicked and curfed fpeeches , and acquaint our felves as

well inwordasindeed to praife and glorifie God.

CHAP. XXXII

Punishments for the contempt of theWord and

Sacraments ; andabuse ofholy things.

Ow it is another kind of taking the Nameof God in

vaine , todeſpiſe his Wordand Sacraments : for like

as among earthly princes , it is accounted a crimeno

leffe than treaſon , either to abuſe their pictures , to

counterfeit ordeprave their feales, to rent, pollute,or

corrupt their letters patents , or to ufe unreverently

their meffengers , or any thing that commeth from

them: Sowith the Prince of heaven it is a finof highdegree, either to a-

bufehisWordprophanely , which is the letters patents ofourfalvation ;

or handle the Sacraments unreverently,which are the feales ofhis mercy;

or todefpife his Minifters , which are his meffengers untous. And this

he maketh knowneuntous not only by Edi&ts andCommandments, but

alfe
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1 Cor. 11.29,

30.

Exod.16.8.

alfo by examples of hisvengeance onthe heads of the offendors in this

cafe. Forthe former, lookwhat Paul faith , That for the unworthy recei-

vingofthe Sacraments, manywereweake and ficke amongthe Corinthi-

ans, and many flept. How muchmore then for theabufing and contem-

ningthe Sacraments ?And the Prophet David,Thatfor caftingtheWord Pfab50.16,170 .

of Godbehinde them , they fhould have nothing todo withhis Cove-

nant. Howmuchmore then for prophaningand deridinghis Word ?And

Mofes , whenthe people murmured against him and Aaron, faith,That

their murmurings were not against them , whichwere but Minifters , buc

against theLord. Howmuch more then is the Lordenraged, when they

are fcoffed at , derided , and fet at naught ? Hence it is that the Lord de-

nouncethaWoto him that addeth or taketh away from theWord; and

calleth them dogs that abuſe ſuch precious pearles .

But let us cometo the examples wherein thegrievoufneffe ofthis finne

willlymoreopenthanby anywords can be expreffed.

pro-

First, tobeginwith thehouſe of Ifrael , whichwere the fole fele&tpeo.

ple ofthe Lord,whom he had chofen out ofall other nations oftheworld,

tobe his ownepeculiar flocke , and his chiefe treaſure , above all other

people ofthe earth, and akingdome ofPricfts, and a holy Nation ; when

astheycontemned and defpifed his Word fpoken unto thembyhis

phets , and caft his law behinde their backe , he gave them over intothe

hands oftheir enemies , and of Ammi made them Loammi ; that is, ofhis

people, made them nothis people: and of Ruhama, Lorubama ; that is , of

fuch as had found mercy and favourat Gods hand,a nationthat fhould ob-

tainno mercynor favour, as the Prophet Hofea ſpeaketh.

This we fee plainlyverified firft in the ten tribes, which under Ieroboam

fellaway from the Scepter of Iuda : for after that the Lord had fundry

times fcourged them by many particular puniſhments , as the famin,

fword, and peftilence , for their idolatryand rebellion to his law ; atthe

laft in the ninth yere ofthe raign ofHofbea Kingof Ifrael, he brought up-

onthem a finalland generall deftru&ion , and delivered them intothe

handsofthe Kingof Afhur, who carried them awaycaptive into Affyria,

and placed them in Hala and in Habor, by theriver of Gofan , and in the

cities ofthe Medes ; and in ſtead ofthem featedthemen ofBabel, ofCu-

thab, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, in the cities of Samaria. Thus were

theyutterly rooted up, andſpued out ofthe land of their inheritance , and

their portiongiven unto ftrangers,as was threatned to them by the mouth

ofMofes thefervantofthe Lord and the cauſeofall this is fet downbythe

holy Ghoft, 2 Kin.17.13 . to be,for that thoughthe Lordhad teftifiedto

thembyal his prophets& feers,faying, Turnfromyour evillwayes,and keepe

mycommandementsandmy ftatutes, according to allthe Law which I commanded

yourfathers : nevertheleffe theywould notobey,but hardned their necks :

& then it followeth in the 18ver,Therforethe Lordwas exceedingwrothwith

Ifrael, andput them out ofhisfight , andnone wasleft but the Tribe ofIudaoncly.

Now thoughthe kingdome of Iuda continued ingood eftate long af-

ter the defolation ofthe ten tribes , (for thishapned in the raigne ofAbaz

KingofIuda , ) yet afterward in the raigne of Zedekiah, the great and fa-

mous citie Ierufalemwastakenby Nabuchadnezzar the KingofBabel, and

utterly ruined and defaced : theglorious and ftately temple of the Lord,

builtby Salomon, thewonderoftheworld , wasburntdown to afhes, toge-

M ther

Deut.4.2. ..

& 12.13.

Apoc.22.18.

Proverb 30.6.

Exod.19 6.

Hofca 1.6,7.

Deu,28.

2 King. 17.13.
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ther with all the houſes of Ierufalemn , and all other great houfes in the

land :all the rich veffels and furniture of the temple , of gold, filver, and

braffe, were carried to Babelby Nabuzaradan the chiefe fteward. The king

himſelfewas bound in chaines , and after he had feen his owne fons flaine

before his eyes, had his owneeyes putout , thathe might never more take

comfort of the light. The prieſts and all the greatest and richeſt ofthe

people were carried away incaptivity, and only the poorewere left behind

todreffe the vines and til the land. Now what wasthe cauſe of this la.

mentable deftruction ofthis holy City , of the Temple and Sanctuary of

the Lord , and of his owne people ? it is fet downe by the holy Ghost in

2 Chron. 36. expreffe word, 2 Chro.36.15,16. That, When the Lordfent unto themby his

Meffengers, rifing early, andfending, because hehadcompassion on them , and on his

habitation, they mockedthe Meffengers ofGod, despisedhis words, and miſuſed his

Prophets andtherefore the wrath ofthe Lord arofe against hispeople, andthere

was no remedy . Behold here the grievousjudgement ofthe Lord uponfuch

ascontemnedhis Word, anddeſpiſed his Prophets.

15,16.

Heb.2.3.

Thuswasthe first city and temple deftroyed : and did the ſecond fare

anybetter?noverily, but far worse : for astheirfinnewas greater, in that

the formerIews contemned only theWordſpokenby the Prophetswhich

werebut fervants, theſe deſpiſed theWordſpokenby the Sonne himſelf,

which is the Lord oflife ; fotheir punishmentwas alfo the greater : for as

Heb. 10,28,29, the Apoftle faith, If theywhich defpifedMofes Law diedwithout mercy, how

muchforerpuniſhment are they worthy ofwhich treadunderfoot the Sonne ofGod,

andcount the bloudof the Teftament as anunholything, and neglectfo greatfab-

vation, whichfirst began tobepreachedby the Lord himselfe, andafterward was

confirmedbythemwhichheardhim . Therefore the deftruction ofthe fecond

city and templeby Titus and Vefpafian Emperours ofRome, was far more

lamentable than thatofthe former : yea , foterrible and fearefull was the

judgement ofGod upon that nation at this time , that never the like cala-

mitie andmiferywas heard or read of there at the fiege ofIerufalem the

faminwas fo great within thewalls, and the fword fo terriblewithout,that

withintheywere conftrained to eat not only leather andold fhoo's , but

horfe dung, yeatheir owne excrements , and fome todevour their owne

children and as many as iffued out were crucified bythe Romans, as they

had crucifiedthe Saviour of theworld , till they hadno more wood to

naile them on.Sothat it was moft truewhich our Saviourforeprophefied,

Matth.24.21 . Thatfuchshouldbe the tribulation of that time , as wasnotfrom the beginning of

theworld, norfhouldbe againe to the end. At this deftruction perished eleven

hundred thouſand lewes, as Hiftorians report ; befidesthem which Vespa.

fianflew infubduing the country of Galilee : over and befides them alfo

whichwerefould and fent into Egypt and other provinces,to vile flavery,

to the numberof feventeene thouſand: twothouſand were broughtwith

Titus in triumph , ofwhich , parthe gave tobedevoured of wilde beafts,

and partotherwife moft cruellywere flaine. By whofe cafe all nations

may takeexample, what it is to reject the vifitation of Godsverity being

fent untothem , andmuch moreto perfecutethemwhich be fent of God

for theirfalvation. Andhere is diligently to beobferved the great equi-

tyofthis judgment : they refuſed Chrift tobe their King,and chofe rather

tobefubje&tunto Cafar ; now they are bythe faid (their owne) Cafarde-

ftroyed,whenas Chrifts fubje&s the fametime efcaped thedanger.

The
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cap.5.

The like example of Gods wrathfull punishment is to be noted no

leffe inthe Romans alfo themſelves,for defpifing Chrift and his Goſpel :
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forwhenTiberius Nero the Emperor having received by letters from Ponti- Tertul Apol,

as Pilat, atrue report ofthe doings ofChrift Iefus, ofhis miracles, refur-

rection , and afcention into heaven, and howhewas received as Godof

many good men, was himfelfe mooved withbeleefe of the fame, and did

confer thereofwith the whole Senat of Rome , tohave Chrift adored as

God. Butthey not agreeing thereunto, refuſed him,becaufe that contra-

ry tothe law of the Romans , hewas confecrated (ſaid they) for a God

before the Senat ofRome had decreed and approved him . Thus thevaine

Senatwhichwere contented with the Emperorto raign over them , were

not contented with the meeke King of glory , the Sonne ofGod, tobe

their King yeathey contemned alfothe preaching of the two bleffed

Apoftles Peter and Paul, who were alfo moft cruelly put to death in the

later end ofDomitius Nero his raigne, and the yeare of Chrift 69 , for the

teftimony and faith of Chrift. And therefore after much like fort to the

Jewswere they fcourged and entrapped by the famewaywhich they did

prefer: for as they preferred the Emperour , and rejected Chrift, fo did Sueton.

God flirre uptheir owne Emperours againstthem, in fuch fort, that both

the Senators themfelveswere all devoured , and the whole city moft hor-

sibly afflicted the ſpace almoft ofthree hundred yeares together. Neither

were they only thus fcourgedby their Emperors , butalſoby civil wars,

whereofthree were fought intwo yeares at Rome after Nero's death : as

likewife by other cafualties : for inSuetonius is teftified,five thouſand were

hurtandflaineby fall ofa Theatre.

Tacitus.

How heavyand fearefull the judgement of God hathbeene towards

thofefeven famous Churches of Afia, tothewhich theholy Ghoftwri-

teth his feven Epiftles, Revel. 2 and 3. hiftories fufficiently teftifie, and ex-

perience fheweth : forwhereas inthe Apoftles time , and long afterin the

dayes ofperfecution , no Churches in the world more flourished ; after,

whenthey began tomake light account of the wordof God , andto fall

awayfrom the truth to errors, from godlineffe to impieties, the Lordalſo

made light accountofthem , and removed his Candlefticke , that is, the

minifteryofhis Gofpell, from amongst them, and made them a preyunto Revel2.5%

their enemies : and fotheywhich beforewere fubje&ts to Chrift, are now

flaves to Mahomet ; and there where the true Godwas worthipped isnow

a filthy Idol adored ; and inftead ofthe GofpelofChrift, is the Turks Al-

coran ; in ftead ofthe feven ftars and ſeven candleſticks are feven thoufand

pricfts ofMahomet, and worshippers ofhim : and thus for thecontempt of

the Gospelof Chrift, is the Chrurch ofChriftians made a cage ofDivels.

VenerableBede in his Ecclefticall hiftory of England reporteth, That

aboutthe yeare of our Lord 420 , after that the Brittons had beenlong

afflicted by the Irish, Pics, and Scots, and that the Lord hadgiven them

reft from all their enemies , and had bleffed them with fuchgreatplenty

ofcorn, and fruits ofthe earth , as had notbeen beforeheard of, theyfell

into all manner offins and vices,and in ftead ofſhewing themſelves thank-

full to the Lord for his great mercies , provoked his indignation more

fiercely againſtthem : for,as he faith, togetherwith plenty grewryot,and

this wasaccompaniedwitha train ofmany other foule enormities, efpeci-

allythe hatred ofthe truth,&contempt of theWord,and thatnot only in

M 2
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Bedali.I.ca.is.

/ ་

1



Puniſhments for contempt of The Theatreof theWord and Sacraments.

146 holy Ghoft) the waterfuddenly vanished , fo that hecould notthen be

baptifed : wherefore Barbas all amafed,fledto a Church ofpurer Religion,

and therewas entertained into the Church by baptifme. Socrates in his

Socrat.lib.7. Ecclefiafticall Hiftory reporteth the like accident tohave happened toa

Iew,whohadbeene oftentimes baptifed , and came to Paulus a Novatian

Biſhop,toreceive the Sacrament againe,but the water as before vanished;

and his villany being dete&ed,he was banished the Church.

cap.17.

Vrbanus Formenfis and Felix Idacenfis, two Donatifts by profeffion, ru-
Opiat.Meltuit.

Lib 2 contra fhinginto Thipafaa city ofMauritania, commanded theEucharift tobe

Parenianam throwneamong thedogs ; butthe dogs growing madthereby, fet upon

Cent.4.cap.6.

their owne Maſters , and rentthemwith their teeth, as being guilty ofde-

fpifing thebody ofChrift. Certainly a notablejudgement to condemne

thewicked behaviour of thofe mifcreants , whowerefo prophane, as not

only to refuſe the Sacrament themſelves , butalfoto caft it to their dogs,

as ifitwerethevileftand contemptibleft thing in the world .Vide lib.I.

cap.17.
Theopompus a Phylofopher beingabout to infert certaine things out of

the writings ofMofes, intohis prophaneworks , and fo to abuſe the facred

Wordof God, was ftrickenwith a frenzy ; and beingwarned ofthe caufe

thereof ina dreame , by prayers made unto God, recovered his fences

Jefeph Antiq: againe. This ftory is recorded by Iofephus. As alſo another of Theodectes

Libia.cap.2. a Poet, thatmingled his Tragedieswith the holy Scripture, and was ther-

fore ftrickenwith blindneffe, untill he had recanted his impiety.

Lutherin

Coloquy's.

Philip. Melan.

Sozomenlib.2.

cap.31.

Videlib.z.

cap.16.

In atowneofGermany called Itzfith , there dwelta certaine husband-

manthat was a monftrous defpifer and prophaner of the Word of God

and his Sacraments : heupon a timeamidft his cups, railed with moſt bit-

ter termes upon a Minifter of GodsWord ; afterwhich, going preſently

intothe fields to overlooke his ſheepe , he never returned alive , butwas

found theredead , withhis body all ſcortched and burnt as blacke as a

cole : theLord having given him over intothe hands ofthe Divell, tobe

thus uſed for his vile prophaneneffe and abufing his holy things. This

D. Iuftus Ionas inLuthers Conferences reporteth tobe most true.

Inthe yeareofour Lord 1553 ,a certain Coblers fervantbeingbrought

upamongthe profeffors ofthe reformed Religion , and having received

the Sacrament in both kinds, after living under Popery , received it after

their fashion in onekinde ; butwhenhereturned tohis old Maſter, and was

admonished by him to goagaine tothe Communion as hewas wont,then

his fleepy confcienceawaked and he fell into moft horrible difpaire, cry-

ing that hewas the Divels bondflave , and therewithall threw himfelfe

headlong out ofthewindow, fothat withthe fall his bowels guſhed out

ofhismouth,and he died moft miferably.

Whenthe great perfecution of the Chriftians was in Perfia under king

Sapor, in the yeare ofour Lord 347, therewas one Miles an holy Bishop,

and conftant Martyr , whopreaching, exhorting, and ſuffering all manner

oftorments for the truth of the Gospel , could not convert one foule of

thewhole city whereof hewas Bishop , tothefaith : wherefore in batred

and deteftation of it he forewent it cleane : but after his departure the

Lordmade them worthily rue their contempt ofhis Word ; for hefent the

fpitit ofdivifionbetwixt King Sapor and them , fothat he camewithan ar-

myofmenand three hundred Elephauts againſt it, and quickly fubverted

it, that thevery apparance and memoriall of acitywas quile defaced and

D

rooted



Ofthoſe that prophane the Sabbath day.Gods Iudgements.

rooted out. Forcertainly this is afure pofition , where Gods word is ge-

nerally defpifed, and not regarded nor profited by, there fomenotable de-

ftruction approcheth.
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BaneisManly.

Inacertaine placethere was acted a tragedy ofthedeath and paffionof philip. Me-

Chrift in fhew,but in deed ofthemſelves: forhe that played Chrifts lanet.in Colle
part,

hanginguponthe Croffe, waswounded todeathby him that (hould have

thruft his fword into a bladder full ofbloud tyed to his fide ; whowithhis

fall flew another that played one ofthe womens part that lamented under

the Croffe :his brother thatwas firſt flaine feeing this , flew the murther-

er, and washimſelfeby order ofjuftice banged therefore : fo that this tra-

gedywas concluded with foure true , not counterfeit deaths , and that by

the divine providence of God, who can endure nothing leffe than fuch

prophane and rediculous handlingof foferious and beavenly matters. In

theVniverfity of Oxford thehiftory ofChrift was alfo played,and cruelly

puniſhed , and that not many yeares fince : for he that bore the perfon of

Chrift,theLord ftruck himwith ſucha giddineffe of fpirit andbrain,that

bebecamemad forthwith , crying whenhe was inhis beſt humour, That

God had laid this judgment uponhim for playing Chrift. Three other

Actors in the fame play were hanged for robbing, as by credible re-

port is affirmed .

Moft lamentablewas the judgement ofGod upon Iohn Apowel (fome.

times a Serving- man) formocking and jeafting at the Word of God:

This Iohn Apowel hearing one William Malden reading certaine English

prayers,mockedhim after every word, withcontrary gaudes andflouting

termes ; infomuch that at laft hee was terribly afraid, fo that his haire

ftood upright on his head , and the next day was found befides his

wits,cryingnightand daywithout ceafing,The Divell,the Divell, Othe Di- A&s and Mo™

vell ofHell,now the Devillofhellthere hegoeth: for itfeemed tohimas the numents, pag.

other read, Lordhave mercy upon us,attheendofthe prayer,that the Devill 2103,

appeared untohim, andbythepermiffion ofGod deprived himofhis un-

derftanding. This is a terrible example for all thoſe thatbe mockers, at

theWordofGod,towarne them ( if theydoe notrepent ) left the ven-

geanceofGodfall upon theminlikemanner. Thuswe fee how feverely

the Lord punisheth all defpifers and prophaners of his holythings , and

thereby ought to learne to carry a moftdutifull regard and reverence to

them,as alfo to note them for none of Gods flocke,whosoever they be that

deride or contemne any part ofReligion,or the Miniſters ofthe fame.

CHAP. XXXV.

Ofthose thatprophane the Sabbath day.

Nthe fourthand laft Commandementof the first Table,

it is faid, Remember tokeepe holy the Sabbathday: by which

words it is ordained and enjoyned us to feparate one day

offeven from all bodilyand fervile labour, not to idle.

neffe and looſeneffe,butto theworship of God, which is

fpirituall andwholefome. Whichholy ordinance when

one
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Num.15.

one of the children of Ifrael in contempt broke , as theywere inthewil-

dernes, by gathering fticks upon the Sabbath, hewasbrought before Mo.

fes and Aaron, and thewhole congregation, & bythem put inpriſon untill

fuch time astheyknewtheLords determination concerning him knowing

well,Thathewas guilty of a moftgrievous crime. And at length bythe

Lords ownefentence to his fervant Mofes,condemned tobe ftoned to death

without the hoft , as was ſpeedily executed. Wherein the Lord made

knowneuntothem, bothhowunpleaſant and odious the prophanationof

his Sabbath was in his fight , and how feriouflyand carefully every one

ought toobferve and keepethe fame. Nowalbeit that this ſtrict obfer-

vation of the Sabbath was partly ceremoniall under the Law , and that

inChrift Iefuswe have an accompliſhment, as of all other, foalfoofthis

ceremony, (He being the true Sabbath , and affured repofeofour foules)

yet ſeeingwe ftill ftand in needof fometime for the inftruction and exer-

cife ofour Faith, it is neceſſary that we ſhould have at leaſt one day in a

weeke to occupy our felves in and about thofe holy andgodly exerciſes,

which are required at our hands ; and what day fitter for that purpoſe

than Sunday whichwas alſo ordained in the Apoftles time for the fame

end,and called by them Dies Dominicus,that is,the day ofour Lord:becauſe

upon that day he rofe from the dead, to wit, the morrow after the lewes

Sabbath, being the first day ofthe weeke : to which Sabbath it by com-

monconfent of the Church fucceeded, tothe end that a difference might

Codligi..2 be put betwixt Chriftians and Iewes. Therefore it ought now religiouſly

tobe obferved,as it is alſocommanded in the civill law , with expreffe pro-

hibition not to abuſe this day of holy reft,in unholyfports and paftimes

of evill example. Nevertheleffe in ftead hereof we ufethe evill imploy-

ance,abufe,and diforder ofit for the most part,for befide the falfeworship

and plentifull fuperftitionswhich reigne in fo many places, all manner of

diforder and diffoluteneffe is in requeft, andbearethfway inthefedayes:

this is the day for tipling houfes and tavernes to be fulleft fraught with

ruffians and ribalds,and forvillanous and diſhoneftfpeech,with lecherous

and baudy fongs tobe moft rife :this is the daywhen dicing, dauncing,

whoring,and fuch noyfome and diſhoneft demeanors, mufter their bands

and keepranke together ; fromwhence foameout envies, hatreds,difplea-

fures,quarrels,debates,bloudfheddings,and murthers, as daily experience

teftifieth. All which things are evident fignes ofGods heavydiſpleaſure

uponthe peoplewhere thefe abuſes are permitted, and no difference made

of that day wherein God would be ferved,but is contrarily moftdiſhono-

red bythe overflow of wicked examples.

leg,10

And that it is athing odious and condemned of God, theſe examples

followingwill declare. Gregory Turonenfis reporteth,That a husbandman,

whoupontheLords daywent toplough his field, as he cleanfed his plow-

fharewithanyron, theyron ftuckefofaft into his hand,that for twoyeares

hee could not be delivered from it, but carried it aboutcontinually to his

Difcipul de exceedinggreatpaineand fhame. Another prophane fellow,without any

regard of God or his fervice, made noconfcience to convey his corne out

of the field on the Lords day in Sermon time ; but heewas wellrewar-

ded for his godleffe covetoufneffe : for thefame cornewhichwithfomuch

carehegathered together, was confumedwith fire from heaven, with the

barne and all the graine thatwas in it.

A cer:

tempore.

Ser.103.
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Sermonwhile;which impiety the Lordpunished with this judgement:he Theatr.hift.

cauſed hiswife tobring forth a childe witha head like a dog, that ſeeing

he preferred his dogs before thefervice ofGod, hee might have one of his

ownegetting to makemuchof.

At Kimftat atowne in France,there lived in the yere ofourLord 1559, tob Fincell.z.

a certain covetous woman,whowas fo eager upon theworld,and greedy of deMirac.

gaine, that she would neither frequent the Churchto heare the word of

Godherfelfe,nor fufferany of her family todoe it,but continuallyabode

labouringand toyling about drying and pillingflax, and doing other do-

meſticallbuſineſſes : neither would the be reclaimed by her neighbours,

whoadmonished and dehorted her fromfuchuntimely works. One Sab-

bachday as theywere thus bufily occupied,firefeemed to iffue amongthe

flax,withoutdoing any hurt :the next Sabbathdayit tooke fire indeed,

butwas quickly extinct for all this the continued obftinate in her pro-

phaneneffe eventhe third Sabbath, when the flax againetakingfire, could

notbequenched till it had burnt her andtwoofher children to death;for

though theywere recovered out of the fire alive, yet the next daythey all

three died. And thatwhichwas moft to be wondred at, ayoung infant in

the cradlewas taken out of the midft of the flame,without any hurt. Thus

God uſeth to exerciſe his judgements upon the contemners of his com-

mandements.

:

The Centuriators of Magdeburge,intreating of the manners of Chri- cent.12.cap.6.

ftians,madereport out of another hiftory,that a certaine husbandman (in

Parochia Gemilacenfi)grinding corne upon the Lords day,the meale be-

gan to burne,Anno Dom.1126, which thoughit might feeme to be athing

meerecafuall, yet they fet itdowne as ajudgement of God uponhim for

breaking the Sabbath. As alfoofthatwhich theyfpeakein the fameplace Ecclef.big.

of one of the Kings of Denmarke, whowhenas hee (contrary to the ad- Cent12,ib,

monition ofthe Priefts, who defired himtodeferre it) would needs upon

the dayof Pentecoft makewarrewith his enemy,died in the battell. But

that may bebetter knowne tous all, which iswritten in the fecondbooke

of Macchabees, of Nicanor the Lewes enemy,whowould needs fet upon

them on the Sabbath ; from which when otherthe lewes thatwere com-

pelled tobewithhim,could nowaydiffwadehim,he was flaine inthebat-

tell,and moſt miferably but defervedly handled, even the parts of his bo-

dy thamefullydifmembred,as in that Hiftory youmayread more at large.

Therefore in the Councell at Paris every one labouring to perfwade un-

toa more religious keeping of the Sabbath day, when they had juftly ib.1.cap.50 .

complained, that (as many other things) fo alfo the obfervation of the

Sabbathwas greatly decayed throughthe abuſe of Chriftian liberty ; in

that men too muchfollowed the delights of the world, and their owne

worldlypleaſures,bothwicked and dangerous : They further adde, Multi

nánque noftrum vifu,multi etiamquorundam relatu dedicimus,&c.Formany of

us havebeeneye-witneffes,manyhave intelligence of it bythe relation of

others that ſomemenuponthis day being about their husbandry, have

beenſtruckenwith thunder,fomehavebeenmaimed and made lame,fome

havehadtheirbodies (even bones and all) burnt in a momentwith vifible

fire,andhave confumed to afhes,and many otherjudgements of Godhave

been, and are daily ;Whereby it is declared, that God is offended with

the

Concil.Parif.
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the dishonourof fo high aday. Andour timehath notwanted examples

in this kind, whosoever hath obſerved them ,whenſometimes in the faires

upon this day the Wares have fwummeinthe ſtreetes ; fometimes the

fcaffolds at Playes have falne downe, to the hurting and endangering of

many ; fometime one thing , fometime another hath fallen out , to the

great damage and hurt of many that havenoconfcienceof this day; yea,

often tothe endangering of their lives : and that whichis moft ſtrange,

withinthefe lateyeares,awholetownhathbeen twice burnt for thebreach

of the Sabbath, by the inhabitants, as all men judged : The juft report

thereofI paffe overhere to fet downe, untill fuch time as Ifhall be better

inftru&ted.

Famous and memorable alfo isthat example which happened at Lon-

don in the yeare 1583 at Paris garden, where, upon the Sabbath day

weregathered together (as accuftomablytheyuſed) great multitudesof

prophane people, to beholdthe sport of Beare baiting,without refpe&t of

the Lords day,oranyexerciſe of religion required thereinwhich prophane

impiety,the Lordthat hemightchaften infomefort, and fhew his diflike

thereof,hecauſed the fcaffolds fuddenly to breake, and the beholders to

tumbleheadlongdowne;fothat tothe number of eight perfons, men and

women, were flaine therewith, befides many otherswhichwerefore hurt

andbruiſed,to the shortening of theirdayes. The likeexamplehappened

at atowne in Bedfordfhire called Rifley, in the yeare 1607 : Where the

floore of a chamber, wherein a number were gathered together to feea

playon theSabbath day,fell downe, by meaneswhereof many were fore

hurt,andfome killed. Surely, a friendlywarningtofuch as moredelight

themſelves withthecrueltyofbeafts,andvainfports, thanwith theworks

ofmercyand Religion, the fruits of a true faith, whichought tobe the

Sabbathdayes exerciſe. Andthus much fortheexamples of the firft Ta

ble,whereof iffomefeemetoexceedcredit, byreafon of the ftrangeneffe

of them,yet let us know,that nothing is impoffible to God ; and that hee

dothoftenworkemiracles tocontroll theobftinateimpiety andrebellion

of mortall menagainſt hiscommandement. Befides, there is not one ex-

ample herementioned, but it hatha credible or probable Author forthe

avoucher of it. Letusnow,out of allthis that hathbeenspoken,gatherup

this wholſome leffon, to love Godwithallour heartandaffection, tothe

endwemayworshiphim, invocatehis holyname, and repofe all the

confidence ofour falvation upon him alone through Chrift

Lefus, feckingbypleafing andobeying hiswill, to fec

forth his glory, andrenderhim duethanks

for all his benefits.

FINIS

THE
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THE
SECOND BOOKE.

CHAP. I.

Of rebellious andftubborne children to-

wardstheir Parents.

Ee have feene in the former Booke, what punishments

theyhave incurred,that either malitiously or otherwiſe

bavetranfgreffed and broken the commandements of

the firft Table : Now it followeth to diſcover the cha-

ftifements which God hath fentuponthe tranfgreffors

of the fecond Table. And firft concerning the firſt

commandement therof,which is, Honour thyfather and

mother, that thy dayes may be prolongedin the landwhichthe Lordthy God hath

given thee . Cham one of old Noah's fonnes,was guiltyof the breachofthis Gen 9.

Commandement ; who in ftead of performing that reverence to his fa-

therwhich he ought(and that prefently after the deluge, which being yer

fresh inmemory, might have taught him towalke in the feare of God)

camefo fhort of hisduty, that whenhe faw his nakedneffe, hee did not

hide it,but mocked and jeafted at it : for which caufe heewas curfedboth

of his father, andof God, in the perfon of his youngest fonne Chanaan, and

madea fervant to thefervants of his brethren : which curfewas fulfilled in

his pofteritythe Canaanites, who being forfaken of God, were rooted

and fpued out of their land, becauſe of their finnes and abhomina-
up

tions.

Num.33.

Deut.7.

Marvellous ſtrange was the malice of Abfolon, to rebell fo furiously 2 Sam.15.

against his father David,as to wage warre against him : which he didwith

all his ſtrongeſt endeavours, without fparinganythingthat might further

his proceedings ; infomuch that he grew to that outrage and madneffe,

throughthe wicked and pernitious counfell of Achitophel, thathee (ha-

med not villanously to commit inceft with his fathers concubines, and 2 Sam.16,

pollute his bloud even before the eyes of the multitude : bywhich means

beingbecome altogether odious and abhominable, bee fhortly after loft 2 Sam 18.

the battell : wherein though himſelfe received no hurt norwound, yetwas

he not therefore quit,but being purfued by Gods juftjudgement, fell un-

wittingly into thefnare which hehad deferved for as he rode along the

forreft,to fave himſelfefrom his fathers army;his moyle carryinghimun-

der a thicke oake, left him hanging by the haire upon abough betwixt

:

heaven



Of disobedient Children.
TheTheatreof

152

2King.19.37.

Greg.ofTours

fourthbooke.

heaven and earth, untill beingfoundby Ioab, he was wounded to death

with manyblowes. Whereby every man may plainly fee that God wan-

teth nomeans to punifh finners when it pleaſeth him ; but maketh the

dumbe and fenceleffecreatures the inftruments ofhis vengeance : for hee

that had eſcaped the brunt and dangerof the battell, (andyetnot having

thereforeeſcaped thehand of God) wasby a bruit beaft brought undera

fenceleffe tree, which God had appointed to catch hold of him as an exe

cutioner ofhis juft judgement ; whichifwee confider, is as ſtrange and

wonderfull an accident as may poffible happen , and fuch an one as God

himfelfe provided, to punish this wicked, proud, and rebellious wretch

withall : for feeinghis outrage and villanywas fogreat as torebell againſt

his father, and fogood and kinde a father towards him as he was, it was

moft juft,that he ſhould endurefovilea punishment.Befide,herein doubt-

leffe Godwould lay open totheeyes of all theworld, a fearefull fpectacle

of his judgements againſt wicked and difobedient children , thereby to

terrifie the moſt impudent and malitious wretches that live, from this

horrible finne. And for the fame caufe it was his pleaſure, that that wic

ked and falfe Achitophel fhould fall into extreme ignominy and confufion

for forfaking David, and fettingforwardwith counfell and prefenceyong

Abfolon against his father; forwhich caufe with defpaire he hung him-

felfe. Nowbythis example it is eafie to perceive how unpleaſant this fin

is in Gods fight, and howmuchhewould have every man to hateand de-

teft it, feeing that Nature her felfe teacheth and inſtructeth us ſo farre, as

to yeelddutyand obedience untothoſe thatbegat, nouriſhed,andbrought

usup.

Notwithstanding all this,yet is theworld full ofill adviſed and ill nur-

tured youth, that are little leffe difobedient unto their parents than Abfo-

lonwas, as Adramalech and Sarafer, that flew their father Sennacheribashe

wasworfhippingin the Templeof Nifroth his god : but whereas they loo-

ked for the foveraignty , they loft the benefit offubjection, and were

baniſhed into Armenia , their brother Efarhaddon raigning in their

ftead.

Gregory ofTours maketh mention of one Crannius the ſon of Clotarius

King of France, who having confpired treacherously , and raiſed warre

against his father, togetherwith the Earle ofBrittainehis fupporter,were

bothvanquished and put to flight ; but the Earle was flaine in the purſuit :

The Prince himselfe alfo (thinking to eſcape by fea, where lay provided

certaine ſhips ready to receivehim) was in the mid way overtaken, toge-

ther with his wife and children, whomhe purpoſed to makepartakers of

his fortune, and were altogether (by the expreffe commandement of his

father) fhutupin a littlehoufe, and there burned together. Inthis wife

did Clotarius revenge the treachery and rebellion of his fonne,after amore

fevere, cruell, and fierce manner than KingDaviddid, who would have fa-

ved his fonneAbfelons life, notwithstanding all hiswickedneffe, and ma-

litious and furious rebellion : but this man contrariwife beingbereft ofall

fatherlyaffection, would ufe nocompaffion towards his fonne, but com-

manded fo cruell an execution to bee performed, not onely uponhim,

butuponhis daughter in law alfo,and their children,perchance altogether

innocent and guiltleffe of that crime. A very rare and ftrange example,

feeing it is commonly feene, that grandfathers ufe more to cherish and

cocker
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cocker their childrens children than their own. Therefore we muft think 193

that it was the providence of God to leave behind a notable example ofhis

moftjuft and righteousſeverityaga inft diſobedient and rebellious chil

dren, to the end to amafe and feare all others from enterprising the

like.

ofLewa the

Philip Comineus hath recorded the treacherous tragedy of a mostwicked Philip Comine-

and cruell fonnecalled Adolphus (for the world waxeth every day worfe inthree

than other) that came inanevening ſuddenly to take his father the Duke twelfth.cap.63

of Gilderland prifoner, even ashe was going to bed, andwould not give

him ſomuchliberty as to pull onhishofe (forhe was bare legged) but car-

ried him away in all hafte, making him march on footwithoutbreeches

five long Almaine miles, ina moft cold weather : and then clapt him up

inthe bottome of a deep tower, where there was nolight faveby a little

window, and there kept himclofe prifoner fix moneths together . After

which cruellfact, hehimselfewas taken prifoner in like manner, and car-

ried boundtoNamur, where he laya long time,untill the Gaunts reprived

him forthwith,and ledhim withthemagainst Tournay,wherehewas flain:

in the while of his impriſonment, his father yeelding to nature, difinhe-

rited himofall his goods, for his vile ingratitude and unnaturall cruelty,

and left the fucceffion ofhis dukedome tothe Duke ofBourgondy.

paps.

Monftr.vol.2

general.dier.

Lib.4 tap.s4.

Inthe yeareofour Lord 1461, inavillage called Iuchi, neere to Cam Enguer de

bray,there dwelt a certaine man (or rather a beaft) that in agreat rage

threw hisowne motheroutof his doores thrice inone day, andthethird

time toldher infury, Thatheehad ratherfeehis houfe on fire, and burnt

to coles , thanthat the fhouldabide therebut onedaylonger. It happe

nedthattheveryfameday, according tohis curfedfpeech , his houſewas

indeed fired, buthow orwhence nomancould judge: and thefirewasfo

fierce,that it confumedtoathes not only that houfe,butalfotwelve other

houſes adjoyning: whichwasan evident figure ofGodsjuſt judgement in

puniſhingfovile and unnaturall a deed by fire , feeing he defervedat the

leaft to loſehishoufe forbanishing her out of it , that had bornehim in

herbelly, and nourished him with themilke ofher

In this place I may fitly infert twomemorable examples of the fame Alex.ab Alex.

fubje&, gathered byanauthorofcredit and fame fufficient, tothis effect.

It is not long (faithhe) fince afriendof mine , a man ofagreat ſpirit, and

worthytobebeleeved, recounted to meavery firange accident which, he

faid,hapned to himſelfe, and proved his fayingbythe teftimony ofmany

witneffes : whichwas this : That being upon a timeat Naples at akinf-

mans and familiars houfeofhis,heheardby night the voice ofa man cry-

ing inthe ſtreet for aid, whichcaufed himto rifeand light a candle , and

runout to ſeewhat the matterwas : being comeoutof the doores, he per-

ceived acruell and ougly ſhaped divell, Atrivingwith allhis force tocatch

andgetintohis clouches a yongman, that frove onthe other fide tode-

fend himſelfe, and for feare raiſed that outcry which he had before heard:

the yong manfeeinghim, rantohimforthwith, andcatching faft holdby

hiscloathes, and pitifullycrying to God,would inno cafe let go his hold

untill his cruell chemy forfookehim : andbeingbrought into thehoufe

all diſmaied and befide himfelfe,would not let gohis hold untill hecame

to his fences againe out of that exceeding feare. The caufe of which

affaultwas, he had led all his time a moft wicked life, and had beenacon-

N temner
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Philip.Melanc

temnerof God, and a Rebell againsthis parents, ufing vilerailing and bit-

ter fpeeches againſt them, infuchfort , that in ftead ofbleffing, theyhad

layd a curfe upon him. And this is the first example.

Concerningthe fecond, I will alfofet downethe Authors ownewords,

as followeth. Ofall the ftrange things (faith he) that ever I heard report

of, that whichhappened not long fince at Rome is moftworthytobe re-

membred, ofa certaine yongmanofGabia , borne ofa baſe and poore fa-

mily,but endued with terribleand furious nature, and addicted to aloofe

anddifordinate life. This gallant picking a quarrell with his ownefather,

in his anger reviled him with moft groffe and reprochfull tearmes : In

whichmad fits , as one wholly given over to the Divell, he purpoſely de-

parted toRome to practiſe fome naughty device against his father : but

his ghoftly father the Divell met him in theway, under the shape of a

cruell and ouglyfellow with a thickebufhie beard , and haire hanging

diforderly , and cloathes all rent andtattered ; whoas they walked toge

ther, enquired of him whyhewas fofad : He anſwered , that there had

paffedfome bitter fpeeches betwixt his father and him, and nowhedevi-

fed toworkhimfomemischiefe. The Divellby and by like a crafty knave

foothedhimup & faid,thathe alfoupon the like occafionwent about the

famepractife , and defired that theymight purfue bath their voyageand

enterpriſe together : itwas foone agreed uponbetwixt them , being like

to like, asthe proverbe goeth. Therefore being arrived at Rome, and lod-

ged at thefame Inne , onebed did ferve themboth ; where whileft the

yongman fecurely and foundly flept , the old malicious knave watching

his opprtunity, caught him bythe throat to ftrangle him : whereat the

poorewretch awoke, and cried forhelp to God , ſo that thewicked ſpirit

wasconftrained to forfake him without performing his purpoſe , and to

fleeout at the chamberwithfuch force and violence , thatthe house roofe

crackt, and the tyles clattered downe aboundantly. The host ofthehouſe

beingawakedwith the noyfe, cryedout toknow whatthe matterwas, and

running intothechamberwherethis noyfewas, with a candle in his hand,

found the poore young man allalone betwixt dead and alive , ofwhom

(recovered) he learnt out the wholetruth , as hath beentold : buthe af-

ter this texible accident repented him ofhis wicked life , and was touch-

edwiththe fence of his grievous finne fo nearly , that ever after he led

amore circumfpect and honeft life. Thus muchwe findewritten in that

Author.

Henry the fifth infpired with the furies of the Pope of Rome , made

lib4.Chron. warreuponhis father Henry the fourth , vexing him with cruell and often

battels , andnot ceafing till hehad ſpoiled him of his Empire, and till

the Biſhop ofMentz had proudly and infolently takenfrom himhis Im-

periall ornaments even in his prefence : but the Lord in recompence
of

his unnaturalldealing , madehim and his army a prey unto his enemies

the Saxons , and to flie before them , ftirring up alfo the PopeofRome

tobe as grievous aſcourge untohim , ashe had beene before time to his

father. Now as the ambition of a Kingdome was the cauſe of this mans

ingratitude, fo in the example following , pride and difdaine ruled,

and therefore he is fo much the more to be condemned , by how

mucha Kingdome is a ſtronger cord to drawmen tovice , than a mans

owneaffe&tion,

There
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Therewas (faith Manline) anold man crooked withage , diftreffed.
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with poverty, and almoft pined with hunger, that had a fonne rich,strong, a colletan:

and fat,ofwhomheintreated nogoldor filver, or poffeffion, but food and

fuftenancefor his belly,and clothes for hisbacke , butcould not obtaine

itathis hands :forhis proudheart , exalted with profperity, thought it

afhameand difcredit tohis houfe, tobeborne offo poore and bafe paren-

tage , and therefore not onely denied him reliefe , butalſo diſclaimed

him from being his father , and chaſed himawaywithbitter andcrabbed

reproaches. The pooreold manthus cruelly handled, let teares fall as

witneffe ofhis griefe, and departed comfortleffe from his Tygre minded

fonne. Butthe Lord that gathereth up the tears ofthe innocent, looked

down from heaven in juſtice , and fent a fury into the fences and under-

ftandingofthis monftrousfon, that ashewas voidof nature and compa

fion,fo he mightbevoidofreafon and difcretion for ever after.

coletan.

Anothernot fo cruell and diſdainfull as theformer , yetcruelland dif- Manliusin

dainfullenough to pluckedownevengeaceuponbis head, would notfee

his father begindeed, nor yet abjure him as theotherdid , but yet under-

takingtokeepehim , uſedhimmore like a flave thanafather : forwhat

fhouldbe toodeare forhim that gives us life ? yetevery goodthingwas

too deare for this poorefather, Vponatimeadaintymorfell of meatwas

upon theboord tobe eaten, which as foone as hecame in be conveied

away,
and foifted in courfer viЯuals in the roome. Butmarke whathis Fide ftapad.

dainties turnedto:when thefervant went to fetch it againe , hefound in antborem.

fteadofmeat fnakes, and offauceferpents, to the great terrour ofhis con-

fcience : but that which is more , one of theferpents leaped in his face,

and catching holdby his lip , hungthere tillhis dying day, fo thathee

couldnever feed himselfe , but he muſt feed the ferpent witball. And

thisbadge carried he aboutas a cognifance ofan unkindeand ungrate-

fullfonne.

Moreoverthis is anotherjudgment ofGod, thatcommonlyaschildren

dealewith their parents, ſodoe their children dealewiththem : and this

in thelawof proportion is moſtjuſt, and in theorderofpuniſhingmoſt

ufuall :forthe proofewhereof,as experience daily teacheth, ſooneexam.

pleor two Iwill fubjoyne It is reported howacertaine unkind and per- Thearr.bift:

verſefonne beathis aged fatherupon a time, anddrew himby the haire

of his headto the threshold: whowhenbee was old was likewiſebeaten

ofhis fonne, and drawne alfo bythe haire ofthehead not to thethre-

fhold , butout of doores intothe durc; and how hee fhould fay hewas

rightlyſerved, ifhe had left him at thethreshold, as he left his facher, and

not dragged him into the ſtreets , whichhee did not to his. Thus did

his ownemouthbearerecordofhis impiety,and his owneconfçience con-

demnehim beforeGod and men, 195

Another oldman being perfuadedbyhisfone thathadmaried a yong Guiliel.Lugdi

Difcipulus de

wife) with faire andfugred promifes of kindneffesand contentments, to temp.

furrender his goodsand lands untohim, yeeldedtohis requeft, and found

for aſpace allthings tohis defire : butwhen his often coughing annoyd

hisyonganddaintywife, he first removed his lodgingfrom afaire high

chamber toabaſe under roome,and after fhewedhimmanyotherunkinde

and unchildlyparts andlastly when theoldmanas ked for cloathes , he

bought foureeines ofcloath,twowherofhebeſtoweduponhim,and refer-

N 2
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ved the other two for himfelfe. Now his young fonne marking this nig-

gardife of his father towardshis grandfather, hid the two elles of cloath,

and beingaskedwhyhee hid them (whether by ingeniouſneffe or instinct

of God)he anſwered,Totheend to referve them for his father, againſt he

wasold, tobe a covering for him. Which anfwer touched his father fo

neere, that ever after hee fhewed himselfe more loving and obfequious to

his father than he did before. Two great faults, but foone andhappily

amended. Would it might be anexample to all children, if not to miti-

gate them, yet at leaſt to learnethem to feare how todeale roughlyand

crookedlywith their parents, feeing that God punisheth finnewith finne,

and finnersin theirowne kinde, and meaſureth the famemeaſure to every

George Lanter. man which they have meaſured unto others. Thelike we read of another

dedifciplina that provided a trough for his old decrepit unmannerly father to eat his

meatin :who being demanded of his fonne alfotowhat uſe that trough

Thould ferve,anfwered forhis grandfather : What (quoth the childe) and

muſt we have the like for youwhenyou are old ? Whichwords fo abathed

him , that he threw it away forthwith.

Liberorum.

Theat.bit.

Mandat.3.

Curfing.

li,x.cap.33.

At Millanthere was an abſtinate and ungodly fopne, thatwhenhewas

admonishedbyhis motherof fome faultwhichhehad committed,made a

wrymouth and pointed his fingers at her infcorne and derifion. Where-

at his mother being angry,wifhed thathe mightmake fuch a mouth upon

the gallowes. Neither was it avainewith, for withinfew daies hewas ta-

kenwith a theft, and condemnedby law tobehanged;andbeing upon the

ladder, was perceived towryth hismouthingriefe, after the famefashion

whichhe had donebefore to his mother in deriſion.

Henry the fecond of that name, King of England, fonne ofGeffrey Plan-

tagenet, and Maud the Empreffe, afterhe had raigned twenty yeares, was

contenttoadmit hisyoung fonne Henry (married to Margaret the French

Kings daughter) into participation of his Crowne:but he like an unnatu-

rall fontorequitehis fathers love,fought todifpoffeffe him ofthewhole;

for by inciting the King of Franceand certaine other Nobles, hee tooke

armes,andraiſed warre againſt his ownenaturall father: betwixtwhom di-

vers ftrongbattels being fought, as well in England by the Deputies and

friends of both parties, asalfoin Normandy, Poytou, Guian, and Britain;

the victory alwayes inclined to the father, fothatthe rebellious fon with

his allies were conftrained to bend tobis fatherswill, and to defire peace,

which hegently granted, and forgave his offence. Howbeit theLord for

his disobedience did not fo lightly pardon him, but becauſe his hafty

mindcouldnot tarry forthe Crowne till his fathers death, therefore the

Lord cut himfhort of it altogether, caufing him to die fix yeares before

his father,being yet butyoung,and like to live long.

)

LothairKingof Soiffons in France, committedthe rule ofthe province

of Guian to his eldeſt fon Cramiris,whowhen(contrary to the mind ofhis

father) heoppreffed the peoplewith exactions, and wasreclaimed home,

helikeanungratious and impiousfon, fled to his uncle Childebert, and pro-

vokedhimtowarreupon his owne father, whereinhe himselfewasby the

juftvengeance of God taken, and burned with his wife and children to

ndeath.

Furthermore it is not(doubtleffe)but to a verygood end enacted in the

law of God, That he which curfeth his father or mother ſhould diethe

death,
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death,and that rebellious children and fuch as be incorrigible, ſhould at

the inftance and pursuit of their owne parents, by order of law be ftoned

to death.
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As childrenby all thefe examples ought not onely to learne tofeare to

difpleafe and revile their parents, but allo to feare and reverence them, left

that bydisobedience they kindlethe fire of Godswrath against them : fo

likewife onthe other fide parents are here advertiſed to have great care in

bringing up and inftru&ting their children in the feare ofGod, and obedi-

ence tohis will;left for want of inftruation and correction on their part,

they themselves incurre apunishmentof their careleffe negligence in the

perfon of their children . And this is proved by experience of the men of 2 Kin.2.

Bethel,ofwhofe children two andforty were torne in pieces by Beares, for

that they had been fo evill taught as to mocke the holy Prophet Elizeus ,in

callinghim bald- pate.

Heli likewife the high prieftwas culpable ofthis fault, for having two 1 Sam.1.2.

wickedandperverfe fonnes,whom no feare ofGod could reftraine, being

diſcontentwith that honourable portion ofthe facrifices allotted them by

God, like famished and unfatiablewretches fell to fhare out more than

was their due, and by force to raven all thatwhichby faire meanes they

could not get :and thatwhich isworſe, to pollute the holy Tabernacle of Contempt of

Godwith their filthy whoredomes, in fuch fort, that the Religion of God holy things.

Lib.1.cap.34

grewindifgrace through their prophane dealings . And albeit it mayfeem

that their father did his duty in fome fort, whenhe admonished and repro-

ved them , yet it is manifeftby thereprehenfion of the manof God, that

hedid no part of that at all , or if he did, yet it was info careleffe, looſe,

andcold manner, ufingmorelenity than hee ought, or leffe feverity than

was neceffary,that God turned their deftructions(when theywere flaine at

the overthrow of Ifrael by the Philiftins) tobe his punishment :for under-

ftandingthe dolefull newes of his fonnes death, and the Arkes taking, at

once,he fell backewards from his ftoole,and burft his necke,beingold and

heavy,even fourefcore and eighteene yeares of age, not able either to help

or ftayhimfelfe.

Davidalfowasnot free from this offence ; for hee fo much cockered a Kin.1.16.

fome of his children, that they provedthe greateft plagues and fourges

unto him, efpecially Abfolon and Adonijah : for the one openly rebelled

against him,and almoft drove him out of his kingdome,the other ufurped

the title and honour of the kingdome before his fathers death : of this it

is recorded, That Davidfo cockered and pamperedhim, that hewould ne-

ver difpleaſe him from his youth. Butfee howhewas punished inthem

for this too great lenity;bothofthem came to anuntimely death,and pro-

ved not onelythe workers oftheir owne deftru&tion, but alfogreat croffes

totheir father.

Ludovicus Vives faith, Thatin his time a certainwoman in Flanders did Lib.2.4.10.

de inftitur?

fomuchpamperand cocker up two of her fonnes, even against her bus- Cbrißt.fami.

bands will, that ſhewould not fuffer them to want money, or any thing

whichmight farnish their roiotous life,both indrinking,banquetting, and

dicing; yea fhewould fteale from her husbandto minifter untothem : but

asfoone as herhusband wasdead, ſhewas justly plagued in them both, for

they fell from royoting to robbing, ( which two vices are commonly

linked together) and for thefameoneof them was executed by thefword,

N 3
and
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Cyriac.Spang.

and the otherby the halter, the her felfe looking on as a witneffe of their

deſtructions ,whereof her confcience told her that her indulgencewas the

chiefeft caufe. Hither maywe referre that common and vulgar ſtory, and

Ifuppofe very true, which isalmoft in every childes mouth, of him that

going tothe gallowes, defired to fpeakewithhis mother in hereare ere he

dyed ; and when he came untohim, in ſtead of ſpeaking, bit offher eare

with his teeth,exclaiming upon her as the cauferof his death, becauſeſhe

did not chaſtiſe him in his youthfor his faults, but by her flatteries efta-

bliſhed him in vice, whichbrought him tothis wofull end:and herein the

was doubly punished,both in her fonnes deftruction,and herowne infamy,

whereof the carried abouther acontinuall marke. This ought tobe awar-

ning to all parents, to looke better to the education of their children,and

to root outofthem in time all evill and corrupt manners ; left ofſmall

fprigs theygrow to branches, and of qualities to habits, and foeitherbe

hardly done off, or at leaftdeprave thewhole body, and bring it to deftru.

&tion : but above all to keepthem from idleneffe and vaine pleaſures, the

difcommodity and mifchiefe whereof this prefentexamplewill declare.

Iob.Fincelius, At a towne called Hannuel in Saxony, the Devill transforming himselfe

lib.de Myrac. into the ſhape of a man, exercifed many jugling trickes and pretty pa-

ftime to delight young men and maids withall , and indeed to draw after

him daily great companies : one day they followed him out ofthe city

gates, untoahill adjoyning, where he played a jugling tricke indeed with

them,for he carried them all awaywithhim, fo thatthey were neverafter

heard of. This hiftory is recorded in the Annales ofthe aforenamed city,

and avouched tobe moft true;being a notableand fearefull admonition to

all parents, to fet their children to learning and inftruction, and to with-

draw them from allfuch vaine and foolish paftimes.

Rom.13.

1 Pet.2.

Mat.12.

Exod.22.

CHAP. II.

Of thofe that rebell against their Superiors.

Ow as it is athing required by law and reafon,that chil-

dren beare that honour and reverence to their naturall

parentswhich is commanded ; fo it is neceffaryby the

fame refpe&t, that all fubje&ts performe that duty of

honour and obedience to their Lords, Princes, and

Kings, which is not derogatory to the glory of God ;

& the rather, becauſe they are as itwere their fathers,

infupplying that duty towards their fubjects which fathers owe their

children : as namely in maintaining their peace and tranquility in earthly

things,and keeping them underthe difciplineof Gods Church, towhich

two ends theywere ordained. For this cauſe the Scripture biddethevery

mantobefubje&t to the higher powers ; notfomuchtoavoid the punish-

mentwhichmight befall the contrary,as becauſe it is agreeable tothe will

of God. And in another place,Tohonour the King; and, TogiveuntoCafar

that whichisCafars,as unto Godthat which is Gods. So alfo in Mofes lawwee

are forbidden to detra& from,orſpeake evill ofthe Magiftrate,ortocurſe

the Rulerof the people.

Yet
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Yetfor all this the children of Ifrael were not afraid many timesto

commit this fin, but then efpecially when they charged Mofeswith con-
159

fpiringthe murther of thofe Rebels that (under Corah, Dathan, and Abi. Num.16.

ram,Captaines ofthat enterprife ) fet themſelves against him and Aaron ;

whom not he, but God for their pride and ſtubburnneffe, had rooted out

anddestroyed: and thus they backbited and flandered Mofes , and muci-

ned against him,being their foveraigne Magiftrate and Conductor , that

fomeeklyand juftly had brought them out of Egypt, even bythe fpeciall

commiffion ofAlmighty God. But the fury of Gods difpleafurewas fo

ftirred up against them forthis their fact, that they werefcourged witha

grievous plague , whereofdyed about foure thouſand and feven hundred

perfons..

In the time of King Davids flight from Abfalem , who purfuedhim to Sam. 16.

bereavehim ofhis kingdome, there was one Semeia Ieminite , that inhis

wicked and perverfe humour, in ftead offervicedoneunto his Soveraigne,

efpecially in that extremity,not only prefented not himselfe unto him as a

fubject,but as a railer curfedhimwith moft reproachfull tearmes, as of Mandas.3 .

murtherer, andwicked man, and alfo threw ftones at him and his follow- Curfers,

ers,

lib.x.cap.33.

in most defpightfull manner : forwhich his malitious and rebellious

act, though whileft Davidlived hewas notonce called in queftion : yet

was henot exempted from punishment therefore ; for in the end his wic-

kedneffe fell upon his owne head,and deftruction overtooke him bydefert

of another fault,at the commandement of Solomon. I King.2.

The punishment of Shiba the fonne of Bichri tarried not all fo long, 2 Sam.20.

whohaving alfowith aproudand audacious heart ftirred up the greateſt

part of Ifrael torebell againſt David, thenwhen he thought to havebeen

moft at quiet,enjoyed not long his difloyall enterprife ; for being ſpeedily

purfued byDavids fervants, and befieged in the city Abel, his headwas

cutoffbythe citizens,and throwne over the wall,as a juftreward for his re-

bellious act.

5

But let us paffe over theſefacred hiftories, and come to prophane, yet

probable, and more ncere examples. When Camillus befieged the Phalif- Livòlib.5.

chi,apeople in Hetruria,neere tomount Flofcon, a Schoolemaer of the

city,whohadthe rule over the chiefe mensfons,bothtouching inftru&tion

andgovernance, led them outofthe city gates one day in fhew towalke,

butindeed tobetray them into Camillus hands : whichunfaithfull dealing

Camillus did not onely miflike, but deteft and refuſe, thinking it anunho-

neftpart by ſuch finifter meanes to bring even bis enemics in fubje&tion

andtherefore reproving the truftleffe Schoolmaster,and binding his hands

behind his back,he gave every one ofhis fchollers a rod, with commande-

menttowhiphim backe untothe parents, whom hee had pretended foto

deceive. A moft noble act in Camillus (would wee could findethe like

amongChriſtians) and amoſtdeſerved punishment of the Schoolmaſter,

(wouldnotraitor might be ferved better.) Neither might that worthy

Romanerepenthis deed, forthe Phalifchi in admiration and love of this

notable juſtice, freely yeelded themſelves and their city to him, which

otherwiſe in long time,and without great effufion of bloud he could not

have atchieved.

Did Tarpeia the daughter of Sp.Tarpeius fpeed any better,when fheebe- Liv.lib.x.

trayed thetowerwhereof her fatherwas the overfeer,to Tatim Kingofthe

Sabines,
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160 Sabines, who at that feafon befieged Rome, upon condition of a fumme

of gold, or as other writers fay, ofall that the fouldiers wore ontheir left

hands ?Noverily,for the Sabines (as foon asthey had obtainedtheir

poſe)overwhelmed herwith her left handgifts ; to wit, their fhields, and

not their rings and bracelets, which the hoped : to the end to leave an ex-

ample tothe pofterity, how no promife nor oath ought to be of forceto

traitors,to keepthemfrom punishment.

Tit.Liv.

pur-

Neitherdid thefe nobleyoung men of Rome, amongst whom werethe

Confull Brutus fonnes, come to any better iffue, when they confpired to

receive King Tarquinius into the city by night, who by the vertueand va-

lour of their father was worthily expulfed : for their fecret and wicked

counfell being bewrayed to the Confuls Iunius and Pub.Valerius,by Vin-

dicio a bondflave, theywere apprehended, having letters about them wric-

ten to Tarquinius to the fame effect : and being condemned, were firft

Thucyd.lib.1 . fhamefully fcourged with rods,and after executed to death.

Paufanias King of Spartahaving confpired withthe Perfians against his

owncountrey,and as itwere offered violence to his owne bowels, fled into

Alian,lib.9 . the Sanctuary of Pallas for reliefe, whenhe faw the Ephori togo about to

call him in queftion for his treafon . Nowwhereas it was irrelegious to

take him from thence by violence, they agreed to fhut him up there con-

tinually,and fo to pine him todeath.Whichwhen his mother underflood ,

fhe was the first perfon that brought a ſtone to ſtop up the doores, to hin-

derhimfrom getting forth:and therein fhewed a notable example ofgod-

ly cruelty to her childe, and cruell pitty to her countrey : approving

that faying of Ariftippus, who being demanded why hee neglected his

fonne being borne of his body ? anſwered , Doe wee not caft from us

lice and flegme which are alfo bred of our bodies ? Infinuating , That

theywhichhavenothing to commend them totheir parents butgenera-

tion, are not tobe efteemed as children ;much leffe they that degenerate.

Eraf.in Apoph.

Ab.6.

WhenBrennas,Captaine ofthe Gaules,brother to Belinus , and fonne to

Molnutius King of Brittaine, befieged Ephefus, a devillish woman enti-

cedwith the jewels which Brennus wore abouthim, betraied the city into

his hands.But Brennus detefting this abhominable covetoufneffe,when he

entred thecity fo loaded herwith gold, that he covered and oppreffed her

therewith.

In like manner Herodamon delivered up to the Emperour Aurelian his

ownnative city Tiana,in hope to fave his owne life bybetraying his coun-

trey. But it fell out quite contrary to his expectation ; for thoughCafar

had fworne not to leave adog alive within thewals,becauſe they fhut their

gates against him, and alfo his fouldiers were inftant and urgent upon his

promife,yethe fpared the city,and deftroyed the traitor,and quit himselfe

of his promife, by hangingup every dog in the city, contrary to hisowne

intent,and his armies expectation ; yet agreeable to his words, and moſt

correfpondent to equity and true fortitude.

Inthe yeare of our Lord 1270, the Bishop of Colonea practising to

fpoile the cityofher priviledges,and reduce it under his ownjuriſdiction:

Hermanus Grinu, Conful, and chiefe Magiftrate, withftood his powerand

authoritywith all his force, fo that he could not bring his purpoſe about.

Wherefore two Cannons belonging to the Bishop, fought to undermine

thistheir enemybypolicy, and to take him out of theway for which

end



Ofthofe that rebell
Gods Iudgements. against their Superiors.

endthey invited him in very kindmanner to dinner,butwhen hewas come.

theybrought him into ayoung lyonsdenne (which they kept in honour

of the Bishop)andunawares fhut the doores uponhim, biddinghim (hift,

forhimfelfe,thinking that it was impoffible for him to efcape out alive.

But the Confull perceiving in what great danger he was, wrapped his

cloake about his left arme, and thrufting it intothe mouth of thehungry

Lion,killedhim withhis right hand, and foby the wonderfull providence

of God,efcaped without hurt. But the twotraiterous Canons he caught

right foone,and hung them at their Cathedrall Church,to their ownecon-

fufion,and tertor ofall traitors.
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Itwas noble faying,and worthy the marking,of Auguftus Cafar, to Rami-

talches King of Thracia, who having förfaken Anthony, to take part with

Auguftus, boafted very infolently of his deſerts towards him : then Cafar

diffembling his folly, dranketoanother King, and faid, I love treafon, but

I cannotcommend nor truft a traitour. The fame alfo in effect Philip of

Macedonyand Iulius Cafar were wont to fay, That they loved a traitour

at the first , but when hee had finished his treafon, they hatedhimmore,

than any other : fignifying , that traitours deferved no retribution of

thankes, feeing their office wasaccepted for a time, yet they themselves

could neverbe counted leffe thannaughty and difloyall perfons : for no

honeftman ever betrayed his countrey or his friend : andwhat greater pu-

niſhment can there be thanthis But formanifeft proofe hereof let this

ond example ſerve in ftead of many, namely, of Theodoricke King of Fran- Albert.Crantz

cia,and Irminfride Kingof Thuringia, whobeing profeft foes, and having

fought manycruell battels, at length the latterwas conquered of the for-

mer,bythe lucky affiftance of the Saxons. This Irminfride thus fubdued,

fued for pardon and releaſe atthe conquerours hand, but hee was fo farre

from pittying his eftate, that he corrupted one Iringus a Nobleman, and

Irminfride's fubject, tomurtherhis master, whichhe performed kneeling

before Theodoricke, running him through with his fword at his backe:

which traiterous deed, as foone as it was finished, Theodoricke,thoughthe

fetterof it, yet he could not abide the actour,butbad him be packing,for

whocould put trust inhim that had betrayed his owne mafter ? At which

words Iringus (madwith anger and rage) ranne at Theodericke alto, with

purpoſeto have flaine him too , butbis hand miffing themarke,returned

hisfword into his ownebowels,fothathe fell down dead upon his mafters

carkaffe. Whatmore notable andwonderfulljudgement could happen ?

furely it is anexampleworthy tobewritten in golden letters, and to bee

read and remembred of every one, to teach men allegiance and obedience

totheirPrinces and Superiors, leftmore fudden deftruction than this fall

upen them .

After thedeath of Ieronimus King of Siracufe,Andronodorus and Themi- Tit.Liviu.

ftius, provoked bytheirwives defcending of the bloud royall, affected an

ufurpationofthecrowne, andwroughtmuchhurt to the commonwealth!

buttheir practiſes being difcovered, the Pretors (bythe confent of the

Senatours) flew them both in the market place, as rotten members of

theircommonbody, and therefore fit tobe cut off. And when they un-

derstood, how theirwives Damarataand Harmoniawerebreeders and incen-

fers of this mischiefe, they fent to kill them alfo, yea and Heraclia,Har-

moniaher fifter, guiltleffe and witleffe of the crime (for noother caufe,

!

but
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162 butbecauſefhee was fifter unto her) was pluckt from the Altar, and flain

inthe tumult , with two of her daughters that were virgins. Andthus is

treafon plagued notonly in traitors themſelve
s , butalſo in thoſe that are

linked untothem in friendſhipand affinity.

Cic.officlib.3.

dbert.Graniq

Bennclanias

Annalesof

Turky.

Theglory and reputation of Fabritim the Romanis eternifedby that

noble act ofhis, in fending boundto Pyrrhusatraitor that offered topoy.

fonhim. Foralbeit that Pyrrhus was a fworneenemy totheRoman Em-

pire, and alſomade waruponit, yetwould notFabritiu trecherous
ly

feeke

hisdeftru&tion, butfent back that traitor untohim , tobe puniſhed athis

difcretion.

Whatnotable treaſonsdid Hadrianthe fourth, PopeofRome, pra&iſe

againſt the Emperor Frederick Barbaroffa,yet allwas ftill fruftrate ; for the

Lord protected the Emperour, and punished thetraitour with a fudden

and ftrangedeath; forhe was choaked with a flie which wentdownehis

throat and ſtopped hisbreath , and couldby no meanes be pulled outtill

itmadean endofhim.Befides, manyothersthat went about thefamepra

Aife, were brought to notable deftru&tions : as that counterfeit foole

whomtheItalians ſet on to murder Fredericke in his chamber, whichhad

been performed, had he not leaped outof a window into a river , and

fofavedhis life : for the foolebeing taken , was throwneheadlongout of

thefamewindowand broke his necke.Asalfoan Arabian Doctor,a grand

poyfoner, whogoing aboutto infeawith poyfonhis bridle, his faddle,

his fpurres, andftirrops, that as foone as he should buttouch them , hee

might be poyfoned, wasdiſcovered and hanged for his labour.

In the yeareofour Lord 1 364, when as the Emperour Charles the

fourth ,

and Philip Duke of Auftria , were ready to joyne battell in the

field, Charles diftruſtin
g his owne power , undermine

d his foebyfubtil-

tyon this fashion : he fentforthree of Duke Philips captaines privily, and

perfuaded themwithpromife
sofrewards toworkefomemeanes to terri

fie the Duke, anddiffuadehim from that battell : which they performe
d

with all diligence; for they told the Duke , that they had ftolneinto the

Emperours tentsby night, andviewed his power, which they found to ex-

ceedhisby three parts, and therefore counfelled him not to trytheha

zard ofthe battell , but to fave his fouldiers lives by flight, which ifthey

tarried , theywerefure to loofe. Wherewith
allthe Duke miftruftin

gno

fraud , fore affrighted , tooke thenext occafion of flight , and returned

homewith diſhonour. Now whentheſe three traitors came to theEm.

perourfortheircompact
ed rewards, he cauſed them tobeepayed in coun-

terfeit money , not equivalingthe fummeof theirbargaine bythe twen

tieth part : whichalthough at firft they difcerned not, yet afterwards

findinghowtheywerecoufene
d , they returned torequire their due, and

complaine oftheirwrong. But the Emperor looking fternelyupon them,

answered , That counterfei
t money was good enough for their counter-

feitfervice, and that if they tarried long , they fhould have adue reward

oftheirtreafon.

Ladiflam Lerekin, Governour ofAlba Iulia in Hungary, under Maximi-

lian the Emperour , in the yeare 1566 : theCity beingbefieged, and in

fomedanger oflofing , albeit heewas advertiſed, Thatwithin twodayes

he thouldreceive fome reliefe, yet yeelded the City traiterousl
y intothe

hands oftheTurkesuponcompofi
tion. Thecruell Turks forgettin

gtheir

faith
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faith and all humanity , maffacred all the fouldiers within the City , and

fent Ladislaus the traitour bound hand and foot to Selym the great Turke :

wherehewas accufed for his cruell flaying offome Turkiſh priſoners,and

delivered to his accuſers tobe uſed at their pleaſure ; who ( ajuſtreward

ofhis former treaſon) puthiminto a great Pipe ftickt full of longnailes,

and then rolled him downe from a high mountaine, foas the nailes ran

throughhim, and ended his life in horrible torment. Befides , his fonne

thatwas alfo partaker ofthis treaſon, died miferablywithoutmeanes,and

abandoned of all men,in great poverty and extremity.

Camerarius

When asthe Cityof Rhodeswas befieged bythe Turke, there was in

it a certaine traiterous Nobleman , whoupon promife tohave one ofSoly.

mans daughters given him in marriage , did many fervices to the Turkein

fecret,tothe prejudice ofthe City. The Ifland and townebeingwoon, he

prefented himselfe to Solyman, expecting the performance ofhis promife :

but hee in recompence of his treafon caufed him tobe flayed alive ; fay- Hiftoricall me-

ing , That it was not lawfull for a Chriftian to marrya Turkiſhwife, ex. ditan.cap.7.

cept he put off his old skinne: being thus flayed , they layed himupon

a bed allcovered with falt, andſopoudered him, that in ſhort ſpacehedi-

edin unspeakable tormenes.

CHAP. III.

Moreexamplesofthefamefubject.

Hen ManueltheEmperour ofConftantinople layabout OttoFrifia

Antiochwithan armyprepared against the Turke,one genfis derebus

ofhis chiefeft officers , namely, his Chancellour, put ib.1.cap.470

Freder.prin

in practiſe this notable piece of treafon against him :

hewagedthree defperate young men with an infinite

fummeofmoney tokill him on adayappointed , and

then with a band of fouldiers determined to poffeffe

himfelfe ofthe Crowne , and of the City, and to flayall the anyway

croffed his purpoſe. But the treafon being difcoured fecretly tothe Em

preffe , theacquainted her Lordwithit, whotooke thethree traitours,

and putthemall to cruell deaths : and as forthe Chancellour , he first bo-

red out his eyes, and pluckinghis tongue throughhis throat , tormented

himtodeath with a rigorous and moſt miſerable punishment.

Whenthe Turke befieged Alba Græca, certaine fouldiers confpired Bonfinus,lib.z.

tobetraythe City into his hands, for he had promiſed them largerewards Decad.5.

fo todoc , howbeit it fucceeded not with them , for they were detected

andapprehended by Paulus Kynifius Governour ofHungary ,whoconftrai-

ned them to eat one anothers flesh,feethingevery dayone to feed the other

withall, but he that was laftwas faine to devour his ownebody.

Scribonianus a captaine oftheRomans in Dalmatia, rebelled againſt the

EmperorClaudius, and named himfelfe emperor in thearmy; but his re-

bellion was miraculously punished , for though the whole army favored

himverymuch , yet they could not by any meanes ſpread their banners,

orremovetheir ftandersout oftheir places as long ashe was called bythe

name

Lanquet.Chro
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Lanquet.

Lanqueia

Stow.

Lanqueta

nameof Emperor , withwhich miraclebeing moved , they turned their

loves into hatred, and their liking into loathing, fothatwhom lately they

faluted as Emperor, him now they murthered as a traitor.

To rehearſe all the English traitors that have confpired against their

Kings fromthe Conqueftuntothis day , it is athing unneceffary , and al-

moltimpoffible. Howbeit, that theirdeftructions may appeare more evi-

dently , and thecurfe ofGodupon traitors be made more manifeft, Iwill

briefely reckonup acatalogue of thechiefeft of them. Inthe yere 1295

Lewline Prince ofWales rebelled againſtKing Edwardthe firft, and after

muchadoe, was takenby Sir Roger Mortimer , andhis head fet upon the

Towerof London. In like fortwas David Lewline's brother ſerved. Ries

and Madokeſcaped nobetter meaſure in ftirringtheWelchmen upto re-

bellion. Nomoredid the Scots, whohaving oftheir owneaccord com-

mitted the government oftheir kingdome toking Edward, afterthedeath

ofAlexander (whobroke hisneck bya fall froman horſe, and left no iffue

male) andfworne fealty unto him ; yet difpenfed with theiroathbythe

Popes commiffion , and Frenchmens incitement , and rebelled divers

timesagainſtKing Edward: for heovercamethemfundrytimes, andmade

flaughter of their men, flaying at one time 32000 , and takingdivers of

their Nobles prifoners. Inlike mannerthey rebelled againſt King Ed

wardthethird,who madethree voyages into that land inthe ſpace offoure

yeares, and at every timeovercame and difcomfited them, infomuch that

well neere allthe nobility of Scotland , with infinite number ofthe com-

monpeople were flaine. Thus they rebelled in Henry the fixths time, and

alfoHenrythe eights,and divers other kingsreignes, everwhen our Eng-

lifh forceswere bufiedabout forrainewars, invadingthe land onthe other

fide moft traiterously.

In the reigne ofKing Henry the fourth there rebelled at onetimeagainſt

him SirJohn Holland, D. ofExcefter,withthe Dukes ofAumarle, Surrey,

Salisbury, and Glouceſter : and at another time Sir Thomas Percy Earle of

Worceſter, and Henry Percy fon to the Earle ofNorthumberland : at ano-

ther , Sir RichardScroope Archbishop of Yorke, and divers others ofthe

houfe ofthe Lord Moubray : at another time Sir Henry Percy thefather,

Earle ofNorthumberland, and the Lord Bardolph: and lastly, Ryceap Dee

and Owen Glendour , twoWelchmen : all whichwere either flaine , as Sir

Henry Percy theyounger ; orbeheaded , as the reft of theſe noble Rebels ;

orftarved todeath , as OwenGlendour was in themountaines ofWales,af-

ter he had devoured hisowne flesh.

In the reigneofHenry the fifth, Sir Richard Earle of Cambridge , Sir

RichardScroope TreaſurerofEngland, and SirThomas Gray werebeheaded

fortreafon.

Noleffe was the perfidious and ungratefull treachery of Humphry Ba

nifteran Englishmantowards theDuke ofBuckingham his Lordand ma

fter, whom the faid Dukehad tenderly brought up, andexalted togreat

promotion, Forwhen as the Duke beingdriven intoextremity, byreaſon

of the feparation of his armywhich hehad muftered together againſt

King Richardthe ufurper , fledtothe fame Banister as his truftieft friend,

tobe kept in fecret untill he could find opportunity toescape ; this falfe

traitor,uponhope of athousand poundswhichwas promiſed to him that

couldbringforth the Duke , betraied himinto the handsofIohnMitton

Shirife
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Shirife ofShropshire , whoconveied him tothe city ofSalisbury,where

King Richardkept his houfhold wherehe was foone after put todeath.

But as for ungratefull Banifter, the vengeance of God purfued him to his

utter ignominy for preſently after , his eldeſt fonne became mad and

died ina bores ftic : his eldestdaughterwas fuddenly ftricken with a foule

lepry:hisfecondfonne marvellously deformed ofhis lims, and lame : his

youngestfonne drowned in a puddle : andhe himfelfe in his old age ar-

raigned and found guilty of a murther , andby his Clergyfaved : And as

for his thousand pounds, King Richard gave him not a farthing ; faying,

That he whichwould beuntrue to fo good amaſter , muft needs be falle

to all other.

To paffe over the time ofthe refidue ofthe Kings,where in many exam-

ples of treaſons and puniſhments upon them areextant, and tocome nee+

rer unto our owne age,let us confider thewonderfull providence of God

in difcovering the notorious treafons whichhavebeen fo oftenpretended,

andfo many , against out late Soveraigne Queene Elizabeth , and prote-

atingherfofatherly from thedint of them all. Firft therefore, tobegin

with the chiefeft, the Earles of Northumberland and Weftmerland , in

the eleventh yeare of her raigne began a rebellion in the North , preten-

ding their purpoſe to befometimestodefendtheQueenes perfon and go-

vernment fromthe invafion of ftrangers , and fometimes for confcience

fake to fecke reformation ofReligion : under colourwhereof theygot to-

gether an army of men, tothe number of fix thouſand fouldiers ; against

whom marched the Earle of Suffex , Lieutenant of the North, and the

Earle ofWarwicke , fent bythe Queene to his ayde : Whofe approch

ftruckefuch aterrour into their hearts , that the two Earles , with divers

ofthe archRebels , fled bynight into Scotland, leaving the restoftheir

companya preyunto their enemies , whereofthreefcore and fix, orthere-

about , were hanged at Durham. As forthe Earles,one of them (towit )

ofNorthumberland, was after taken in Scotland , and beheaded at York.

Weftmerland fled into another Countrey , and left his houſeandfamily

deſtroyed and undone by his folly.

Awhile after this , what befell to Iohn Throgmorton , Thomas Brooke,

George Redman , and divers other Gentlemen at Norwich, whopretended

a rebellionunder the colorof fuppreffing Atrangers, were they not difcos

vered byone oftheirowne confpiracy Thomas Ket , and executed at Nor-

wichfortheir paines ? Thefame end cameFrancis Throgmorton to, whofe

trecheries as they were abhominable, and touching the Queens owne per-

fon, fo theyweredifclofed notwithout the eſpeciall providence ofGod.

Butabove all , that vile and ungratefull traitor William Parry , upón

whomtheQueenehad powred plentifully her liberality , deferveth to be

had in everlasting remembrance to bis fhame , whofe treafons beingdif

covered , he payed the tribute of his life inrecompence thereof. What

fhall I fayofthe Earle ofArundell , and afecond Earle ofNorthumber

land ? Did not the juſtice ofGod appeare in both theirends, when being

attainted for treafon, the one flew himfelfe in prifon , and the otherdied

bycourfe ofnature in prifonalfo ? Notorious was the confpiracy ofthofe

arch - traitours, Ballard, Babington, Savadge, and Tylney , & c. yet the Lord

brought them downe , andmadethem fpectacles tothe Worldofhis ju-

ftice. Evenfothat notorious villaine Doctor Lopez (the Queenes Phyfi

Q
tian)

:
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tian ) whoa longtime had not onely beenean intelligencer to the Pope

and KingofSpaine ofour English Counfells, but alſo had poifoned ma-

nyNoblemen, andwent about alfo to poyfonthe Queene her felfe , was

he not ſurpriſed in his treachery , andbrought to fudden deſtruction ? In

fumme, the Lord preferved her Majefty notonly from thefe , but many

other fecret and privy foes , andthat moftmiraculously, and contrary to

all reaſon, and ſpread his wings overher , evermoreto defend her from all

her enemies ,and indefpightofthem all brought her, being full ofyeares,

inpeaceto hergrave : All theſe treafons hadtheir breeding and begin-

ningfrom that filthy finke ofRomish fuperftition, from whence the poi-

fonwas conveied intothe hearts oftheſe traiterous wretches,bythe means

ofthoſe commonfirebrands ofthe ChriftianWorld,thewicked Iefuites,

whoſe chiefeft art is Treaſon, and whofe profeffion is equivocation , and

practiſe, to ftir up rebellion ; and therefore as long as theybreath in the

world letus lookefor no better fruits from fuch trees.

And haththe reigne ofour now SoveraigneKing Jamesbeene free from

thefe Sinons? Hehath as yet fwayed the Scepterof this Kingdomenot

fully nine yeres, andhow many treafons have beene complotted and pra-

&ifed against his Majefty and the State, and how miraculouſly bath the

Lord prefervedhim evermore, even as theapple ofhis eye , andthe fignet

on his right hand. Toomit the treafon ofRaleigh andCobham ,and that al-

foofWatfonand Clerke , that late and laſt divelliſh and damnable practife

ofblowingup the Parliamenthouſe with gunpowder , togetherwith the

King, Prince, and all the Nobles and chiefe Pillars of the Land, is never

tobe omitted nor forgotten , but tobe remembred as long as the Sunne

andMooneendureth , tothe fhame of their religion , and the profeffours

thereof:never Nation fobarbarous, that ever practiſed the like : neverany

religionfoodious,that maintained the like:but fuch are the fruits oftheir

fo muchadvanced religion,fuchthe clusters oftheir grapes : Howbeitthe

Lord prevented their malice, and turned it upon theirowne pates, not on-

lyby a Divine and miraculous difcovery of their treafon ( the very night

before it ſhould have beene cffe&ted) but alſo bybringing the chiefe plot-

ters thereof untoconfufion ; fomeby theordinary proceeding ofjuftice,

andfomebyflaughter in refiftance : and thatwhich is not tobee overpaft,

fomeof the principall of them being together in a chamber , were fo

fcorched bytheir ownepowder , whichwas in drying, that theywere dri-

ven to confeffe the heavy judgement of God to be upon them. I pray

God fuch mayever bee the end of all traitours , and that the religion

whichbringethforth fuch horrible fruits may not onelybefufpected but

abhorred ofall.

Moreover, there is yet another kindof treaſon , and another ranke of

traitors as pernitious as anyofthe former , and as odious before God and

man. Suchare theywhich either upon private quarrels, or received inju-

ries, or hope ofgaine, orany other filly refpe&t,forfake their countries,and

take partwith the enemies to fight against it : orthey that in time of ne-

ceffity refuſe to fight,or dare not fight in defenceofit: the former fort arc

called fugitives,& the lattercowards.As touching the firft,they havebeen

alwayes in deteftation in well governed Policies , and alfoevermore fe-

verelypunished.TheÆginates punished themwith the loffe oftheir right

handthumbs, tothe endthey might no more handle a ſpeare or a fword,

but
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butan oare :the Mitylenians with loffe of their lives : the inhabitants of

Samos marked them in the facewith the picture ofan Owle : and the Ro-

mans punished them after divers faſhions. Fabius Maximus cauſed all

thoſe that had fled from the Roman fuccours tothe enemy to loſe their

hands. Africanus theformer, though gentle and mild bynature, yet in ValeriusMax-

this refpect he borrowed from forreine cruelty for having conquered imm.

Carthage, and got intohis powerall thofe Romane Rebels that cooke

part againſt his countrey , hehung the Romans as traitors to their coun-

trey, and mitigated thepunishment ofthe Latines, as but perfidious con-

federates. Africanusthe later, when hee hadfubdued the Punicke Nati-

on, he threw all fugitives amongftwilde beafts tobe devoured.

Lucius Paulus after the conqueft ofthe King of Perfia, committed theſe

fellowes tothemercy of Elephants. Generally there is no Nation under

the Sunnewhich holdeththem not in execration: and therefore our Eng-

liſh fugitives ,who under cloke ofReligion not onely abandon theircoun-

trey , their kindred , and their Prince , but alfo confpire the undoing,

and fweare the deftru&tion of them , are they notworthy tobe handled

liketraitours,and tohave their quarters fpectacles ofperfidy ? Thebridge

and gatesof London beare witneffe of thewofull ends that theſe runna-

gates come unto.

: ཎྜཱ : ,

As touchingcowards (I meanefuch as preferringtheir lives or liberty,

or any other by-refpe&ts , beforetheir countries welfare, and eitherdare

notorwillnot ftand ftoutly in defence of it intime of warreand danger)

they deſerve no leffe punishmentthan the former , fecing that as theyare

openoppugners , fotheſeareclofe underminers ofthegood thereof.And

therefore the Romanes did fharpely chaften them in their government,

asmayappeareby diverfe examples of the fame: as firft theywere noted

withthis ignominy, never to eat their meat butſtanding ; and hereunto

theywere fworne : Nay , they were in fuch hatefull account amongſt

them , thatwhen Annibal offered the Senate 8000 captives tobe redee-

med,theyrefufed his offer ; faying , That they were not worthy to betc. Alex, ab Alexi

deemed, that had rather be taken bafely thandie honeftlyand valiantly :

The fame Senate dealt more favourably with the captives which King

Pyrrhus tooke, forthey redeemed them, but with this difgrace, degrading ..

them from their honours and places , untill bya doublefpoile they had

woontheir reputation againe. L. Calpurnius Pife handled Titins the cap-

taine of his horfemen in Sicilia ( onewho beingovercharged with ene-

mies, delivered hisweapons untothem) on this manner,he cauſed him

togoe bare footed before thearmy, wearinga garment without feames, Valerim Masa

heforbadhim fociety with any fave fuch as were noted with the fame lib.2.cap.*.

fault , and from a Generall over horſemen he debaſed him toacommon

fouldier. How did thefame Senate corre&the cowardife of Caius Vatie

mus (whoto theend to priviledge himfelfe from the Italicke warre,

cut off all the fingers of his left hand :) even they profcribed his

goods , and caft him intoperpetuall prifon , thatthat lifewhich heere

fused tohazard indefenceofhis countrey, he might confume inbondage

and fetters.

Fulgofius faith , That among the Germanes it was fo unhonourable Leap‚è

* part tolosebuta fhield in thewarre, that whofover had happened todoe

fo , wasfufpended both from the place of common councell , andfrom

the
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themſelves to avoid the fhame.The people called Daci punished cowards

onthis fort: theyfuffered them not to fleepe butwith their beads tothe

beds feet-ward ; and befides, by the law they made them flaves and fub.

jects totheir ownewives. Whatviler difgrace could there be than this ?

Phi.Agefilaus. And yetthe Lacedemonians plagued them more fhamefully : forwith

them itwas adifcredit to marry inthe ſtocke ofa coward; anyman might

ftrikethem lawfully , and in theirattiretheywentwith their clothes rent,

and their beards halfe (haven.Thus are all kind oftraitors continually pu-

nifhed ofthe Lordby one meanes or other ; and therefore let us learne to

fhun treaſon as one ofthe vileftand deteſtableſt things in theworld.

All this whole

chapter,in re-

gard ofmur.

ther,belon-

geth tothe

6commande-

ment.

1.King.16.

2 King. 12,22.

CHAP. IIII.

Offuch asbave murtberedtheir Rulers or Princes.

Imri , Captaine of halfe the chariots ofElah, Kingof

Ifrael, confpired against his Lord , as hewas in Tirza

drinking till bewas drunke in the houſe of Arse his

Steward , and cameupon himfuddenly , and fmote

him till hee died, and poffeffed the Kingdomein his

roome. Howbeit , herein he was the Lords rod to

punish the houſe ofBaafha , yetwhenthe puniſhment

was paft, the Lord threw the rod into the fire , forhe

enjoyed the Crowne butſeven dayes : forall Ifrael , detefting his fact,

made OmriKingover them, who befieged him in Tirza, and drove him in.

tothat extremity , thatheewentinto the palace of the Kings houfe , and

burnthimſelfe and the houſewith fire.

IoKacharthe fonne of Shimeah, and Ieozabed the fonne of Shomer , came

tono better end for murthering Tehoafh King of Iuda : for Amaziahhis

fonne afterthe kingdomewas confirmed untohim , caufed them bothto

be put todeath :but theirchildrenhe flew not, according to that which is

2 King.14.5. written in the Bookeof thelaw ; Thefathers ſhall not be put to death forthe

children, nor the childrenforthefathers , but every manshall beare thisownefin .

Neither did Shallum, that flew Zacharia Kingof Ifrael, profper any bet

ter ;for he reigned butone month in Samaria,when Menahim the fonne of

Gadirebelled againſthim, and flew him as he had done His maſter.

2King.15.

Alian.lib..

Amon, the fonne of Manaffeh, was flaineby his ownefervants, butthe

Lord ſtirred upthe people of the Land to revenge his death,and tokillall

them that hadconſpired against their King.

But toletpaffe the holy hiftories ofthe facred Scripture, wherein,ever

after any treaſon, the Holy Ghoſt preſently fetteth downethe punishment

oftraitours, as it were ofpurpofe to fignifie how the Lord hateth allfuch

Rebels that roſe up against his owne ordinance :let us confider a little the

confequents of theſe in prophane , yet credible authors , andapplythem

unto ourpurpoſe.

Archelaus King of Macedonia had a minion called Cratenas , whom

hee loved most entirely ; but he againe requited him not with love but

with
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dome , by depofing and murtheringhim : whichthough he accompli

fhed, yet his defertswere cut short by the vengeance of God: forhe con-

tinued not many dayes in his royalty , but he was ferved with the fame

fauce that he had made Archelaus before him to taſte of, even betraied

and murthered, as hewelldeferved .

Lodovicus Sfortia to the end to inveft himselfe with the Dukedomeof

Millain , fpared not to fhed the innocent bloud of his two Nephewes,

the fonnes ofGaleachus , together with their tutors, and one Francis Cala-

ber,aworthy and excellent man ; butthe Lordfodifpofed of his purpoſes,

that he ( in ftead of obtaining the kingdome ) was taken prifoner by the

King ofFrance , fothat neither he nor any of his off fpring injoyed that

which he fo much affected.

When Numerianus was to ſucceed Carushis father in the Empire, Arri-
Philip Meland

us Axerhis father in law, tothe end to tranflate theEmpire untohim coroz.tib.3.

felfe , entered a confpiracy, and flew his fonne in law, that nothing mif-

trusted his difloyalty : but the Pretorian army underſtandingthe mat-

ter, diſcharged Arrim , and elected Dioclefianin his roome, who laying

holduponhis competitour, laiedanaction of treafon to his charge, and

puthim todeath in the fightofthe multitude.

Theodoricke and Fredericke confpired against their owne brother Thurif chro. Sigebert,

mundKingof the Vifigothes , tothe intent to fucceed him inhis King-

dome : And albeit that nature reclaymed them fromthe act , yet they

flew him without all compaffion. But after thirteene yeres reigne the

fameTheoderickewas requited by his otherbrethrenwith the famemeaſure

that hebefore meted tohisbrother Thurifmund, And fo thoughvengeance

flept a while, yet at length it wakened.

Chron.

Alias Antonius Gordianus , Emperour of Rome , though ſo excellent Philip Melandi

a youngPrince , that he deferved to be called the Love and lewell of the

World,yetwasbe flaine byone promotedby himſelfe to high honour, Aventin.lib.z.

called Philip Arabs,whenhewasbuttwoandtwenty yeresoldafter whofe

deccafe this Philip got himfelfe elected Emperour bythe Band, and con-

firmedbythe Senate. Allwhichnotwithſtanding, after fiveyeas Decius

rebelled, and hisowne fouldiers confpired against him, ſo thatbothhe at Ingratitude

Verona, and his fonne at Rome, were flaine by them aboutone time.

puniſhed.

After the death ofConftantine the Great , his three fonnesdividing the ventin,lib.2.

Empirebetwixt them , fucceeded their father. Conftantine the eldeſt had

for his fhate Spaine,France, the Alpes,and England ; Conftance theſecond

held Italy , Africa,Græcia , and Illyricum ; Conftantine the younger was

Kingand Emperour ofthe Eaft. Butambitionfuffered them not toenjoy

quietlythefetheir poffeffions : forwhen the eldeftbeing more proudand

feditious thanthe other,notcontent with his alotted portion, made warre

upon hisbrother Conftance his Provinces ,and ftrove to enter Italy,he was

flaine in a battell by Aquileia , when hewas but five and twenty yeares

old; bywhich meanes , all the provinces which were his , fell to Con-

ftance , and therewithall fuch a drowfineffe and Epicuriſme forwantof

a ftirrer up after his brothers death , that he fell into the gout, and

neglected the governement of the Empire : Wherefore in Aufpurge

andin Rhetia they created a new Emperour , one Magnentim , whoſe

life before time Conftance had ſaved from the fouldiers , and therefore

03 his
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his treachery was the greater. This Magnentius deprived and flew Con-

Stance, butwas overcome by Conftantine the third brother in Illyricum,

yet in fuch fort , thatthe conqueror could not greatly brag , for he loft

an infinit company ofhis men, and yet miffed ofhis chiefe purpoſe, the

taking of Magnentius, for he efcaped to Lyons , and there maffacring all

that he miftrufted,at laft growing (I fuppofe) in fufpition with his owne

beart,flew himselfe alfo : and fo his traiterous,ingratefull,and ambitious

murther was revenged with his owne hands.

Victericus betrayed Lngba king of Spaine, and fucceeded in his place ;

regib.Hifpan. feven yeares after, another traitour flew him , and fucceeded alfo in his

place. Mauritius the Emperor was murthered by Phocas , together with

hiswife and five of his children , he feating himselfe Emperour in his

roome: Howbeit,traitors and murtherers can never come to happy ends :

for as he had flaine Mauritius ; ſo Prifcus, Heraclianus, and Phorius three

ofhis chiefeft captaines, confpiring against him , with three feverall ar-

mies gave him fuch an alarme at once at hisownedoores, that they foone

quailed his courage,and after much mangling ofhis body, cut him ſhor-

ter bythe head and the kingdome at one blow.

Lanquet.

Slow.

In the time ofEdward the fecond and Edward the third in England,

one Sir Roger Mortimer committed many villanous outrages in fhedding

much bloud, and at laſt King Edward himfelfe, lying at Barkley caſtle,to

the end that he might ( as it was fuppofed ) enjoy fabel his wife, with

whom he had very fufpitious familiarity. After this , he unjustly accu-

fed Edmund Earle of Kent of treaſon,and cauſed him to bee put to death

therefore : and laftly, he confpired againſtKing Edward the third , as it

was fufpected,for which cauſehewas worthily and defervedly beheaded.

Among this ranke of murtherers of Kings we may fitly place alſo Ri-

chard the third , ufurper of the Crowne of England , and divers others

which he uſed as inftruments to bring his deteftable purpoſe to effect :

as namelySir Iames Tirrel Knight,a man for natures gifts worthy to have

ſerved a much better Prince than this Richard, ifhe had well ferved God,

and beene endued with as much truth and bonefty as he had ſtrength and

wit :alloMiles Foreft ,and Iohn Dighton two villaines flefhed in murthers.

But to come to the fact, it was onthis fort : When Richard the ufurper

had enjoyned Robert Brackenbury to this piece of fervice ofmurthering

the young King Edwardthe fifth, his Nephew, in the Tower , with bis

brotherthe Dukeof Yorke,and faw it refuſed by him: he committed the

charge ofthe murther to Sir Iames Tirrel ; who hafting to the Tower, by

the Kings Commiffion received the keyes into his owne hands , andby

the helpe ofthoſe twobutchers, Dighton and Foreft , fmothered the two

Princes in their bed , and buried them at the ftaires feet : which being

done, Sir James rode back toking Richard, who gave him great thankes,

and as ſomeſay, made himknight for his labour. Allwhich things on

every partwell pondered, it appeareth , that God never gave the world

a notabler example, bothofthe unconftancy of worldly weale , and alfo

ofthewretched end which enfueth fuch defpightfull cruelty for firft,

tobegin with the minifters , Miles Foreft rotted away peccemeale at

Saint Martins, Sir James Tirrel died at the Tower hill beheaded for

treafon , King Kichardhimselfe ( as it is declared elſewhere) was flaine

in the field , hacked and hewed of his enemies , carried on horfe-

backe
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backedead, bis haire in defpight torne and tugged like a dog : befides, the

inward torments of his guilty confcience were more than all thereft : for

it is most certainly reported, That after this abhominabledeed hee never

had quiet inhis minde : when he went abroad,his eye whirled about, his

bodywas privily fenced, his hand ever upon his dagger, his countenance

and mannerlike one alwaies ready to ftrike, his fleep fhort and unquiet,

full of fearefull dreames, infomuch thathe would often fuddenly ſtart up

andleap out of his bed,and runne about his chamber, his reftleffe conſci-

encewas fo continually toffed and tumbled with the tedious impreffion

ofthat abbominable murther.

CHAP. V.

Ofsuch as rebelled againſt their Superiors,becauſe of Sub-

fidies andTaxes impofedupon them.

Sit is not lawfull for children to rebell againſt their

parents, thoughthey be cruell and unnaturall,fo alfo

it is as unlawfull for fubjects to withſtand their

Princes and Governors, thoughthey be fomewhat

grievous and burthenfome unto them: whichweaf-

firme, not to the end that it fhould be licenſed to

them to exerciſe all manner of rigour and unmeafu-

rable oppreffion upon their fubjects (as fhall be de-

clared hereafter more at large) but we entreat onely here of their duties

which areinfubjection tothe power of othermen, whofeauthority they

ought innowife to refift, unleffe they oppoſe themſelves againſt the ordi-

nance of God. Therefore this pofition is trueby theword of God, That

nofubje&ought byforce toshake off the yoke of fubjection and obedi-

ence due untohis Prince, or exempt himſelfefrom any taxe orcontribu-

tion, whichby publicke authority is impofed : Give (faith the Apoſtle)

tribute to whom tribute belongeth, cuftome to whom cuftome pertaineth, feare to

whom feare is due, andhonour to whomhonour is owing. And generally inall

actionswhereinthe commodities of this life (thoughwithfome oppreffi-

on andgrievance)and not the Religion and fervice of God,northe confci-

enceabout thefame is called into queftion, we oughtwith all patienceto

endure whatſoeverburthen or charge is laid uponus, without moving any

troubles ,or(hewingany diſcontentments forthefame : for they that have

otherwiſe behaved themſelves, thefe examples following will ſhewhow

well theyhavebeen appaied for their miſdemeanors.

In the yeare of our Lord 1304,afterthat Guy Earle of Flanders having Nich,Gil.volx

rebelled againſt Philip the Faire his Soveraigne, was byſtrengthof armes

reduced into fubjection, and conſtrained todeliver himſelfe and his two

fons prifoners intohishands,the Flemings made an inſurrection againſt

the Kings part, becauſe of a certain taxewhichhehad fet upon their fhips

that arrived at certaine havens : and upon this occafion great warre,divers

battels, and fundry overthroweson each fide grew, but fo, that at laft the

Kingremained conqueror,and the Flemings (for areward of their rebel-

lion)
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lion) loft in the battell fix and thirty thouſand men that were flaine,beſide

agreat numberthatwere taken prifoners.

Two yeares after this Flemmifh ftirre, there arofe agreat commotion

and hurly burly ofthe rafcall and baſeft fort ofpeople at Paris, becauſe of

the alteration of their coines : who beingnot fatisfied with the pillage

and fpoilage of their houſes, whom theyfuppofed to be either caufes of

the faid alteration, or by counfell or other meanes any furtherers there-

unto, came in great troupes before the Kings Palace, at his lodging inthe

Temple, with fuch an hideous noife and outrage, that all the day after,

neither the King nor anyof his officers durft once ftir over the threshold:

nay they grew to that overflow of pride and infolency, that the victuals

which were provided for the Kings diet, and carried tohim,were bythem

fhamefully throwne under feet in the dirt, and trampled upon in defpight

and difdaine. But three or foure daies after this tumultwas appeaſed, ma-

ofthemfortheir pains were hanged before their own doores, and inthe

city gates,tothe numberof eight and twenty perfons.

ny

In the raigne ofCharles the fixth,the Parifians (by reaſon of a certaine

taxewhichhe minded to lay upon them) banded themſelves andconfpi-

red together against him : they determined once (faith Froiffard) to have

beatendowne Loure, and S.Vincents caſtle, and all the houſes of defence

about Paris , that they might not be offenfive to them. But the King

(thoughyoung in yeares) handled them fo ripe and handfomely,that ha-

ving takenaway from them their armor, the city gates and chaines of the

Atreets, and locked up their weapons in S.Vincents caftle, hee dealtwith

them as pleaſed him. And thus their pride being quafhed, manyofthem

were executed and put to death : As alfo for the like rebellion were at

Troyes,Orlean, Chalon,Sens,and Rhemes.

Aboutthefame timethe Flandrians, and efpeciallythe inhabitants of

Gauntwroughtmuch trouble against Lewis the Earle of Flanders, for di

vers taxes andtributeswhichhe had layd upon them, which they inno re-

fpe&twould yeeld unto. The matter came to be decided by blowes, and

muchbloudwas fhed, and manyloffes endured onboth fides, as a meanes

appointed of God to chaftife as well the one as the other. The Gaunts

beingnomorein number than five or fix thouſand men, overthrew the

Barles armyconfifting of forty thouſand, and in purſuit of their victory

tooke Bruges, whither the Earle was gone for fafety, and lying in apoore

womans houſe, was conftrained (in the habit of abeggar) to fly the City.

And thus he fared till King Charles the fixth fent an army of mentohis

fuccor(for hewas his fubje&)bywhofefupport he overcame thoſe Rebels

in abattell fought at Rofe Bec,tothe numberof forty thouſand : and the

body of their chiefetaine Philip Artevil, flaine in the throng,he cauſed to

Nic, Gil.vol.2 . be hanged on a tree. Andthis was the end of that cruell Tragedy, the

countreybeingbrought againe into theobedience of their old Lord.

Cap.182.

Froifvol.1.

cap.182.

Awhilebefore this, whileftKing Iohn was held priſoner in England,

therearoſe a great commotion of thecommon people in France, againft

the nobility and gentry of the realme, that oppreffed them : this tumult

beganbutwith anhundred menthatwere gathered together in thecoun-

trey of Beauvoifin,but that ſmallhandfull grewright quicklyto anarm-

full, even to nine thoufand, that ranged and robbed throughout all Brie,

alongby theriver Marneto Laonoiſe, and all about Soiffons,armedwith

great
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purpofing to bring to ruine the whole nobility. In this diforder they

wrought much mischiefe, broke up manyhoufes and caftles, murthered

many Lords; fothat divers Ladies and Knights,as the Ducheffes of Nor-

mandy & Orleance, werefain to fly for fafegard to Meaux : whitherwhen :

thefe Rebelswould needs purfuethem,theywere there overthrown,killed ,

and hanged by troups.

In the yeareof our Lord 1525, therewere certain husbandmen of Sou-

abe that began to ftand inrefiftance againstthe Earle of Lupsfen, byrea-

fonof certaine burthens which they complained themfelves to be over.

laid withbyhim : their neighbors feeing this, enterpriſed the like againſt

their Lords: And foupon thisfmall beginning (by a certaine contagion)

there grewupa most dangerous and fearefull commotion, that ſpread it.

felfe almoft over all Almaine : the fedition thus increasing in all quarters,

and thefwainesbeingnow full forty thousand ftrong, makingtheirowne

liberty and the Gospels a cloake to cover their treafon and rebellion, and

a pretence of theirundertaking armes (tothewonderfull griefe of all that.

feared God) did not onely fight with the Romane Catholickes, but with

all otherwithout refpe&t,as well in Souabe as in Franconia : they deftroy-

ed thegreater part of the Nobility,facked andburntmany caftles and for

treffes,tothe number of twohundred,and put to death the Earle of Hel-

feft,in makinghim paffe through their pikes. Butat length their ſtrength

was broken, they discomfited and tortinpieceswith a mofthorrible maf->

facre ofmore than eighteen thousand ofthem.During this fedition there

wereflaine on each fide fifty thouſand men.The captaine of the Souabian

fwaines called Geifmer, having betaken himselfe to fight, got over the

mountaines ofPadua,whereby treafon hewas madeaway.

Intheyeareofour Lord 1517, in the Marquefdome of the Vandales,

the like infurre&tion and rebellion was of thecommonalty, especiallythe

baferfort,against the Nobility,Spirituall, and Temporall,bywhomthey

were oppreffed with intolerable exactions : their army was numbred of

ninetythouſand men all clowns and husbandmen,that confpired together

to redreſſe and reforme their ownegrievances,without anyrefpect ofcivilt

Magiftrate, or feare ofAlmighty God. This rafcality of fwaines raged

andtyranizedeverywhere,burning and beating downthe caftles and hou-

fes ofNoblemen,and making their ruines evenwiththeground : Nay, they

handled the Noblementhemſelves, as many as they could attaine unto,noz

contumeliouſly only,but rigorously and cruelly, for they tormented them

todeath, and carried theirheadsuponfpeares, in token ofvictory. Thus

theyſwayed awhile uncontrolled, for the Emperour Maximilianwinked

at their riots, as being acquainted withwhatinjuries they hadbeen over-

charged :but when he perceived that the rude multitude did not limit

their fury within reaſon, but let it runne too lavish to thedamnifyingas

well the innocentas the guilty, he madeout aſmall troup of mercinary

fouldiers,togetherwith abandofhorfemen, tofuppreffe them , whocom-

mingtoa citywereprefentlyfoenvironedwith fucha multitude of thefe

fwaines,that like locus overfpread theearth,that theythought itimpof-

fible to escapewith their lives;wherefore feare and extremitymadethem

to rush out to battellwith them. But feehowthe Lord profperethagood

cauſe,for alltheir weak number incomparisonof their enemies,yet fuch a

feare

Sleiduli .
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feare poffeffed their enemies hearts,that they fled like troups ofsheep,and

were flaine like dogges before them:infomuch, that they that eſcaped the

ſword, were either banged byflockson trees, or roſted onfpits by fires, or

otherwiſe tormented to death. And this end befell thatwicked rebellious

rout,whichwrought ſuch miſchiefe in that country,with their monftrous

villanies, that the traces and steppes thereof remaine at this day to bee

feene.

In the yeare of our Lord 1381 , Richard the fecond being King, the

Commons ofEngland (and especially ofKentand Effex)by meanes of a

taxe thatwas ſet upon them,fuddenly rebelled,and affembled together on

Blackheath , to thenumber of 60000 or more : which rebellious rout had

none but bafe and ignoble fellowes for their captaines ; asWat Tiler, Iacke

Straw,Tom Miller, butyet they cauſed muchtrouble and difquietneſſe in

the Realme,and chiefly aboutthe city of London, where they committed

much villany, in deftroying many goodly places,as the Savoy,and others ;

and being in Smithfield, ufed themſelves very proudly andunreverently

towards the King : butby the manhood andwifedomeofWilliam Walworth,

Majorof London(who arrefted their chiefe captain in themidst ofthem)

that rude companywasdiſcomfited, and the ringleaders ofthemworthily

puniſhed.

In like manner in the raigne of Henry the feventh, a great commotion

wasftirredupin England by the Commons of the North, by reafon ofa

certaine taxe whichwas levied of the tenth peny of all mens lands and

goods within the land ; in thewhich the Earle of Northumberlandwas

Main;but their rash attempt was foonbroken,and Chamberlain their captain

withdiversother hanged atYorke, for the fame. Howbeit their example

feared notthe Cornifhmen from rebelling uponthe like occafion ofa tax,

underthe condu&t of the Lord Audley, untill by woefull experiencethey

felt thefamefcourge : for the King metthemupon Blackheath, and dif-

comfitingtheir troups, took their captaines and ringleaders,and putthem

to moſt worthyand ſharpdeath.

Thuswe mayfee the unhappy iffue of allfuchfeditious revoltings,and

therebygather how unpleafant they are in the fight of God. Let all the

people therefore learne by theſe experiences to fubmit themſelves in the

feare of God tothe higher powers,whetherthey be Lords, Kings,Princes,

oranyother thatare fet over them.

CHAP. VI.

ofMurtherers.

StouchingMurther, whichis(bythe fecondcomman

dement ofthefecond Table)forbidden in theſewords,

Thonfbalt notkill: the Lorddenounceth this judgment

upon it, That hewhich ſtriketha manthat bee dieth,

fhall diethe death. And this is
correfpondent to that

Edi&whichhe gave to Noah preſently after the uni-

verfall floud, to fuppreffethat generall crueltywhich

had taken rootfrom thebeginning in Cainand his pofterity,beingcarefull

for
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thermanor beast that killeth him: adding moreover, That whosoeversheddeth

mans blond, by man alfo his blond shall be fhed, feeingthat Godcreatedhim after

hisowneImage: which hewouldnot have tobe bafely accounted of, but

deareand precious unto us. If then the bruit and unreaſonable creatures Exod.21 .

are not exempted from the fentence of death pronounced in the law, if

they chance tokill aman:how muchmore punishable then is man, endued

withwilland reaſon , when malitiouſly and adviſedlyhe taketh away the

life of his neighbour? But the hainoufaeffe and greatneffe of this finne is

moft lively expreffed by that ordinance of God fet downe in the 21 of

Deutronomy,where it is enjoyned,That if amanbe found flain in the field, Deutzi.

and itbe not knownewhoitwas that flewhim,then the Elders and Iudges

ofthenexttowne affembling together,fhould offer up an expiatory facri-

ficeby thehands ofthe Priefts,todemand pardon for that cruell murther,

that the guilt of innocent bloud might not be imputed untothem . And

if by overfight or negligencewithout any malice, hatred, orpretence,one

killed another, yetwas he notexempted from all punishment, but fuffered

tofly tothe city ofrefuge, tobe kept, and as itwere incloſed untill his in- Num.33 .

nocencyweremade manifeft, or at the leaft untill thedeath of the high

Prieft. From this (it mayſeeme)aroſe thecustome ofPainims in the like

cafe ; whichwas,that ifa man had unwillingly committed murther,hedid

preſently avoid the countrey,and goe untofome man ofpower and autho-

rityof astrange nation, and preſent himſelfe at his gate, fitting with his

face covered, humbly intreating pardon and reconciliation for his mur

ther:and foronewhole yeare he might not returne intohis countrey. On

this manner was the fonne of a certaine King of Phrygia entertained in

KingCrafus court,whounadviſedly had flaine his ownebrother.Whereby Herod.lib.i.

it is manifeft, howodious and execrable in all ages, and all places, and all

people, this murther hath been : infomuch that men did thun their very

meetingand company, and abandonthem out of their temples and pub-

licke affemblies, as people excommunicate and prophane. And yet for all

this, mankinde (for the most part) likefavagebeafts hath by the inftiga

tionofthatwicked fpirit(whowas a murthererfrom thebeginning) been

tootoo addicted to this kind ofcruelty, not being afraid to offer violence

tonature,and ſhed innocent bloud. Such was the franticke and perverfe

cruelty ofthe ſecond man Cain, when without any occafion, but onely Gen.4

throughenvy,he flew his brother Abel, and that traiterouſly:which deed,

albeit itwas done in fecretand without theview ofmen, yet it could not

fhunthe piercing eye of God, who reproved him for it, faying, Thatthe

bloudof Abelcriedfor vengeance from the earth.Andalthough this curfed and

wicked murtherer received not immediately a condigne punifhment an-

fwerable tohis crime (God tothe end to fparemansbloud, ufingundefer-

ved favour towardshim) yet eſcaped hee not ſcot free, forhewas pursued

witha continuall tormentand fting of confcience, together with fuchan

inceffant feare,that hebecame a vagabond and arunnagate upon the earth:

andfeeinghimselfe brought intofo miferable an eftate,he fell to complai-

ning,that the punishmentwas greater than he was able to beare. Thus

Godpermitted this wretch todrawouthis life in fuch anguiſh, that for a

greater punishment he might pineawaythe reft ofhis daies without com-

fort. A man may find in thisworld many fuchbrother- murtheringCains,

who
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who for no occafion fticke not to cuttheirthroats, whom (forthebond of

common nature wherein all men are linked together as branches to one

root) they ought to acknowledge for their brethren and friends: upon

whomtheheavy band of God hath not beene more flacke to punish either

byone meanesor other , than it was upon their eldeftbrother Cain. But

feeingthe number ofthem is fo great, and it is notfo convenientto heape

uphere fo huge a multitude together, it fhall fuffice onely to recount the

moſt famous and notableft of them , as of thofe that have beene men of

note and reputation of the world, or that through an ambitious defire of

raigning , have by armes fought toatchieve their purpofes : for theſe for

the moſt part arethe greatest murtherers and butchers ofall, that through

theirwicked affections , worldly pompe, or defire ofrevenge , have no re-

morfe ofmaking the bloud ofmen run like rivers uponthe earth , making

no more account ofthe life of a man,than ofa flie or a worme.

Such an one was Abimelechone ofthe fonnes ofGedeon , whotothe end

to ufurpe the regiment ofthe people, (which his father beforehim refu.

fed) got together a routofrafcal andvile fellowes,bywhofe aid comming

tohis fathers houfe, he flew feventy of his brethren , even all except loa.

than the yongeft, that ſtole away and hid himſelfe. After which maffacre,

he raigned in jolity three yeares , and at the end thereof was cut short by

God , together with the Sichemites his provokers and maintainers, who

were alfo guilty of all the innocent bloud which he had fhed : for God

fent the fpirit ofdivifion betwixt them , fothatthe Sichemites began to

defpife him , and rebell againſt him , but they had the worst end of the

ftaffe, andwereovercomeby him : who purfuing thevictory , tooketheir

city byforce, and put them all to the edge ofthe fword . And after he had

thus deftroied their city, put fire alfoto the cafle , wherein he confumed

neere about a thouſand perfonsof men andwomen , thatwere retired thi

therto fave their lives . And thus God brought upon them themiſchiefe

which theyhad confented and put their hands unto : for as they had lent

him aid and furtherance to the fhedding of his brethrens bloud, fowas

their owne bloud with their wivesand childrens fhed byhim : yet this ty-

ran not content therewith, madewar alfowith the inhabitants of Tebez,

and tooketheir city , and would have forced the tower alfo, wherein the

citifens had incloſed themſelves ; but as he approched to the wall , awo-

man threwdownea pieceofa milftone upon his head , wherewith finding

himfelfe hurt to death , he commanded one of his foldiers to kill him

outright. And thus this wicked murtherer that had ſhed the bloud of

manymen, yea of his ownebrethren, had his braines knockt out by awo-

man, and died a moſt defperatedeath.

The bloudy treachery of Baana and Rechab , chiefe captaines of1fbbo-

Sheth, Sauls fon, in confpiring againft and murthering their mafterwhileft

he flept, abodenot long unpunished ; for having cut off his head , they

prefented it for a prefent to kingDavid, hoping to gratifie the king, and

Treafon,lib.2 toreceive fome recompence for their paines. But Davidbeing of an up-

cap.3.& 4.

rightand true kingly heart, could not endure fuch vile treachery, though

against the perfon of hisenemy ; but entertained themas moft vile trai-

tors and mafter murtherers , commanding firft their hands and feet to

be cutoff, which they had efpecially imployed as inftruments about

that villany , and afterwards caufed them to bee flaire , and then

hanged
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hanged foranexample to all others that should attempt the like.
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For the like caufe was loab ( Generall of king Davids hoft ) for killing

Abnertraiterously (whoforfaking fhoofbeth, had yeeldedhimselfe to the Treafon, lib.2 .

King) curfed of David, with all his houfe, with a moftgrievous and terri- cap.3.

ble curfe. And yet notwithstanding a while after he came againe to that

paffe, as to murder Amafa one of Davids chiefe captains, making fhewto

falute and embrace him. For which cruell deed, albeit that in Davidstime

he receivedno punishment, yet it overtookehim at laft, and the fainekinde 2. Sam.ab.

of crueltywhich hehad fo traiterously and villanously committed towards

others, felluponhis ownehead, being himfelfe alfo killed as he had killed

others : whichhappened in kingSolomons raigne, who executing the charge

and commandement of his father, put todeath this murderer in thetaber- 1. King. z.

nacle ofGod,andbythe Altar,whither heewas fled as to a place priviledged

for faferie.

CHA. VIL

Afute ofexamples like unto theformer.

Eavingthe Scripture, wefinde in other writers notable ex- Herod.lib.i .

amples of this fubject As first offtyages kingof the

Medes, whofomuch fwarved fromhumanity,that he gave

in ftrait charge that youngCyrus his own daughters fonne,

now ready tobeborne, thouldbe made away by fomefini-

fter practife, to avoidby that meanes the danger whichby

a dreamewas fignified unto him. Notwithstandingtheyounginfant find-

ing friends to preferve him alive,and growingup bymeanes of the Peers

favor (towhomhis grandfatherby his cruell dealings,wasbecome odious )

obtained the Crowne out of his hands,and difpoffeffinghim, ſeatedhim-

felfe in his roome.

This Cyrus was that mighty andawfull kingofPerfia,whom God uſed as

an inftrument for the deliveryofhis people out ofthe captivity of Babylon,

ashe foretoldby the Prophet Ifaiah : whoyet (followingkinde)made cru

ellwar in many places for the space of thirty yeares and therefore it was

defire , hee indeed did : for after many great

neceffarythathe ſhould tafte fomefruits ofhistoriesandconqueſts o- Oref.lib.ż;

ver divers countries atchieved,goingabout to affaile Scythia alfo, hee and

his armie togetherwere furprifed, overcome, and flaine, tothe number of

two hundredthouſand perfons and forhis fhame received this difgrace at

awomanshand,whotriumphing in hervictory, threw his head into a facke

full ofbloud, with thefe tearmes, Nowglut thy felfe withbloudwhich then haft

thirftid afterfo longtime.

Cambyfes, Cyrusfon, was alfofobloudy and cruell a man, that one dayhee Herod.lib.z.

fhot anoblemans fonneto the heart, with an arrow, forbeing admonished

byhis father ofhis drunkenneffe,towhich hewasverymuchgiven,whichhe

did in indignation, and to fhew that hewas not yet fo drunken but he knew

how to draw his bow. He caufed his own brother tobe murdered privi-

ly, for feate he fhould raigne after him; and flew his fifter for repro-

ving him for that deed. In his voyage to Ethiopia , when his armie

P was
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was brought intofo great penurie ofvictuals, that they were glad to feed

upon horſe fleſh, hee was fo cruell and barbarous, that after their horfes

were ſpent he caufed themtoeat one another : but at his returne fromÆ-

gypt, the Sufians his chiefe citizens welcommed himhomewith rebellion :

and at laft , as hewas riding, it fo chanced , that his fword fell out of

the fcabberd, and himſelfe uponthe point of it , ſo that it pierced him

through, and fo he dyed.

cap-

After that Xerxes by his overbold enterpriſe had diſturbed the greateſt

part ofthe world , paffed the fea, and traverfed many countries , to the

end to affaile Greecewith innumerable forces, hewas overcomebothby

fea and by land, and compelled privily to retire into his countrey with

ſhame and difcredit : where hehad not longbeene,but Artabanus the

taine ofhis guard killed him in his palacebynight :who alſo after that and

manyother mischiefes committed byhim, was himfelfe cruelly murthered.

Thethirty Governours whichthe Lacedemonians fet over the Atheni-

ansbycompulfion, were fuch cruell tyrants, oppreffors, and bloudfuckers-

of the people,that they made away agreat part of them, untill theywere

chafed awaythemſelves violently and then beingfecretlydogged and pur-

fued, were all killed one after another.

Pyrrhus kingof Epire that raigned not longafter Alexander the great,

was naturally diſpoſedto fuch a quicknes and heat of courage, that he could

never be quiet butwhen hewas either doingfomemifchiefe to another, or

when another was doing fomeuntohim : ever devifing fome new practife

ofmoleftation for paftimes fake. This hiswildeanddangerous difpofition

began firft to fhew it felfe in the death of Neoptolemus, whowas conjoyned

kingwithhim, whom havingbidden to fupper in his lodging under pre-

tence of facrifice to hisgods, hedeceitfully flew: preventingbythat meanes

Neoptolemu pretended purpoſe of poyfoning him when occafion ſhould

ferve.Afterthishe conquered Macedonia by armes, and came into Italieto

makewarwiththeRomans,inthebehalfe of the Tarentines,and gavethem

battel in the field,and flew fifteen thousand ofthem in one day: hetooktheir

camp, revoked many cities from their alliance, and fpoyledmuchof their

Countrey evento the walls of Rome : and allthis in a tricewithout breath-

ing. Againe by Afcolie he encountred them the fecond time, where

therewas a great overthrow of each fide of fifteene thouſand men : butthe

Romanes hadtheworft, andtooke their heeles. Whenheewas intreatedby

the Sicilian embaffadors to lend them aid to expulfe the Carthaginians

out of their Ifle, heeyeelded prefently and chafedthem out. Being recalled

bythe Tarentines into Italy fortheir fuccour,hewas conquered by the Ro-

manes after he hadmadewar uponthemfix yeres.At his returneto Epirehe

re-entredbyviolence Macedonia,tookemany places, overcame the armyof

king Antigonusthat refifted him,& had all thewhole realm rendred intohis

hand.Beingintreatedby Cleominus tomakewarupon Sparta,to the endtore-

inftall himin hiskingdomewhichhewas deprived of:forthwithhemuftered

his forces, befieged the citie, and fpoyled andwafted allthe wholecountry.

Afterwards there being afedition raifed in the city of Argos betweene two

ofthe chiefeft citizens,one ofthe which fent untohim for aid,he (what iffue

foeverwas like to enfue,whether victory or vanquishment) could not abide

inpeacefromdifquietingothersand himselfe,but muftneeds goto take part

in that fedition : but to his coft,even to his deftruction . For first in hisway

he
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he found an evill-favoured welcomeby an ambush placed of purpofeto in- 189

terrupt his journey, amongitwhomhe loft his fon :which miſhap nothing

difmaiedhim, nor abated anywhit ofhis purpofe or courage from purfu-

ing this journeytoArgos, though the citizens themselves intreated him to

retire,andthoughhe had nobufineffethere faveonlyto looke over the town:

being arrivedbynight, and finding a gate leftopen for him toenter by,by

the meanes ofhim that had fent forhimtohis aid,bee put his fouldiers in,

and poffelfedhimselfe of thetowne incontinently. Butthe citybeing aided

by AntigonusandtheKingof Sparta, chargedand preffed him fo fore, that

he fought meanes to retire out ofthe fame,but could not. At which time

beingabout toftrikea youngman ofthe city that had done him fome hurt,

his mother being aloft upon the roofe ofan houfe, perceiving his intent,

threwdownea tile withbothher hands upon his head, and hit him fuch a

knockeuponthe neckethrough default of his armour, that it fobruifed his

joynts,that he fell into a fudden fwound,and loft his fight, his raines falling

out of his hand,andhe himselfetumbling from his faddleuponthe ground,

whichwhenfome of the foldiers perceived, they drew him out of the gate,

andthere,tomake an endofthe tragedy,cut offhis head.

The crueltyofthe Ephoriwasmarvellous ftrange,whenbeing unwilling Plutarch

Once tohearethe equality of lands andpoffeffions tobenamed, which gi

their King,forthe good ofthecommonwealth (according to the antient cu-

flomeandordinance of Licurgus) fought to restore they rose upagainſt him

and caft himinprifon,and therewithout anyproceffe or forme of law ftran-

gledhimtodeath, withhismotherand grandfather. But it coft them very

deare : forCleomeneswhowas joynt Kingwith Agis, albeit he had confented

to theweavingof that webhimself,to the endhe might raigne alone;yet cea-

fedhenottoprofecute revengeupon them, which heedidnot onely by his

dailyandufuall practifes openly,but alfoprivily ; for takingthem onceat

advantage,being at fupper all together,hee caufedhis mento kill them fud-

denlyas they fat. Andthus wasthegood King Agisrevenged. But this laft

murthererwhichwas fullied and pollutedwith fomuchbloud, hewent not

longunpunished for his misdeeds : forfooneafter, Antigonus King ofMace-

donia gave him a great overthrow in a battell, wherein hee loft Sparta his

chiefe city,and fled into Egypt for fuccour where after fmall abode, upon

an accufationlaid against him, hewas caft into prifon, and though he efca-

ped outwith his company,by cunning and craft, yet as hewalked up and

down Alexandria inarmor,inhope that throughhis feditious practifes the

citizenswouldtake his part,andhelpto restorehimtohis liberty whenhe

perceived itwas nothingfo,but that every manforfookehim, andthat there

wasnohope left ofrecovery,he commanded hismentokill one another, as

theydid Inwhichdefperate rageandfuryhehimselfewas flain, &his body

beingfound,was commandedby King Prolomey tobehangdon a gibbet, and

his mother,wives, and children that camewithhim into Egypt,to bee put

todeath.Andthis wasthetragicall end of Cleomenes King ofSparta.

7

Alexanderthe tyrant ofPheres never ceafed to makeandfpyout all occa-

fionsof warre against the people of Theffaly, tothe endtobring them ge

nerally in fubjection under his dominion : hewas amoft bloudy and cruell

mindedman,having neither regard of perfon or juftice in any action .In his

crueltyheburied fomealive, others heclothed in beares and boares skins,

andthen fet dogs at their tailes to rend them in pieces ; others heeufed

•
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lion) loft in thebattell fix and thirty thouſand menthat were flaine,beſide

agreat number thatwere taken prisoners.

Twoyeares after this Flemmish ftirre, there arofe agreatcommotion

and hurlyburly ofthe rafcall andbaſeftfort of people at Paris, becauſe of

the alteration of their coines : whobeingnot fatisfied with the pillage

and ſpoilage of their houſes, whom theyſuppoſed to beeithercaufes of

the faid alteration, or by counfell or othermeanes any furtherers there-

unto, camein great troupes before the Kings Palace, at his lodginginthe

Temple, with fuch an hideous noife and outrage, that all the day after,

neither theKingnor any of his officers durftonce ftir over the threshold:

nay they grew to that overflow of pride and infolency, that the victuals

whichwere provided for the Kings diet, and carried to him, were bythem

fhamefullythrowne underfeetinthe dirt, and trampled upon in defpight

and difdaine. But three or foure daies after this tumultwas appeaſed, ma-

ofthem fortheir pains were hanged before their own doores, and inthe

city gates,tothe numberof eight and twenty perfons.

ny

In the raigne ofCharles the fixth,the Parifians (by reaſon of a certaine

taxewhich he minded to lay upon them) banded themſelves and confpi-

red together against him : they determined once (faith Froissard) to have

beatendowne Loure, and S.Vincents caſtle, and all the houfes of defence

about Paris , that they might not be offenfive to them. But the King

(thoughyoung in yeares) handledthem fo ripe and handſomely,that ha

ving takenaway from themtheir armor, the city gates and chaines of the

Atreets, and locked up their weapons in S.Vincents caftle, hee dealtwith

them as pleafed him. Andthus their pride being quafhed, manyof them

were executed and put to death : As alfo for the like rebellion were at

Troyes,Orlean,Chalon, Sens,and Rhemes.

6. J

Abouttheſame timethe Flandrians, and efpeciallythe inhabitants of

Gauntwroughtmuch trouble against Lewisthe Earle ofFlanders, for di

vers taxes and tributes whichhe had layduponthem, which they innore-

fpe&twould yeeld unto. Thematter came to bedecided by blowes, and

muchbloudwasfhed, and many loffes endured onboth fides, as a meanes

appointed of Godtochaftife as well the one as the other. The Gaunts

beingnomorein number than five or fix thouſand men, overthrew the

Earles armyconfifting of forty thousand, and in purſuit of their victory

tooke Bruges, whither the Earle was gone forfafety, and lyingin apoore

womans houſe, was conftrained (in the habitof abeggar) to flythe City.

And thus he fared till King Charles the fixth fent an army of mentohis

fuccor(for hewas his fubje&)by whofefupport he overcame thofe Rebels

in a battell fought at RofeBec,to the number of fortythouſand : and the

body of their chiefetaine Philip Artevil, flaine in the throng,he cauſed to

behanged on a tree. Andthis was the end of that cruell Tragedy, the

countreybeingbrought againe into the obedience of their old Lord.

Awhilebefore this, whileft King Iohn was held prifoner in England,

therearoſe agreat commotionof thecommon people inFrance, againft

thenobilityand gentryof the realme, that oppreffed them : this tumult

beganbutwithanhundred menthatwere gathered together in thecoun-

trey of Beauvoifin,but that fmallhandfull grewright quickly toanarm-

full, even to nine thoufand, that ranged and robbed throughoutall Brie,

alongby the riverMarneto Laonoiſe, and all about Soiffons, armedwith

great
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purpofing to bring to ruine the whole nobility. In this diforder they

wrought much mischiefe, broke up many houſes and caftles, murthered

many Lords ; fo that divers Ladies and Knights,as the Ducheffes ofNor-

mandy & Orleance, werefain to fly for fafegard to Meaux : whitherwhen

thefe Rebels would needs purſuethem , theywere there overthrown,killed ,

and hangedby troups.

In the yeare of our Lord 15 25, therewere certain husbandmen of Sou- Sleidelih.

abe that began to ftand in refiftance against the Earleof Lupsfen, byrea-

fon ofcertaineburthens which they complained themfelves to be over-

laidwithbyhim : their neighbors feeing this, enterprifed the like against

their Lords : And fouponthisfmallbeginning (by a certaine contagion)

theregrewupa moft dangerous and fearefull commotion, that ſpread it

felfe almoft over all Almaine : the fedition thus increasing in all quarters,

and thefwainesbeingnow full forty thousand ftrong, makingtheir owne

liberty and the Gospels a cloake tocover their treafon and rebellion, and

a pretence of theirundertaking armes (to thewonderfull griefe of all that.

feared God) did notonely fight withthe Romane Catholickes, but with

all other without refpect,as well in Souabe as in Franconia : they deſtroy

ed thegreater part of the Nobility,facked and burntmany caſtles and for

treffes,tothe number of twohundred,and put to death the Earle of Hel-

feſt, in makinghim paffe through their pikes. Butat length their ſtrength

wasbroken, they discomfited and tort inpieceswith a mofthorrible maf-

facreofmore than eighteen thousand ofthem. During this fedition there

were flaine on each fide fifty thouſand men. The captaine of the Souabian

fwainescalled Geifmer, having betaken himselfe to flight, got over the

mountaines ofPadua,whereby treafon hewas madeaway.

In the yeareof our Lord 1517, in the Marquefdome of the Vandales,

the like infurrection and rebellion was ofthecommonalty, eſpecially the

bafer fort,against the Nobility,Spirituall, and Temporall,bywhom they

were oppreffed with intolerable exactions : their armywas numbred of

ninetythousandmen all clowns and husbandmen,that confpiredtogether

to redreſſe and reforme their ownegrievances,without any refpect ofcivilt

Magiftrate, or feare ofAlmighty God. This rafcality of fwaines raged

andtyranized every where,burning and beating downthe caftles andhou-

fesofNoblemen,and making their ruines even with the ground :Nay,they

handledtheNoblemen themſelves, as many as they could attaine unto,noz

contumeliouſly only,but rigorously and cruelly, for they tormented them

todeath, and carried theirheadsuponfpeares, in token ofvictory. Thus

theyfwayed awhile uncontrolled, for theEmperour Maximilian winked

at their riots, asbeing acquainted withwhat injuries they hadbeen over-

charged : but when he perceived that the rude multitude did not limit

their furywithin reaſon, but let it runne too lavishto thedamnifying as

well the innocent as the guilty, he made out aſmall troup of mercinary

fouldiers,togetherwith abandofhorfemen, tofuppreffe them, whocom-

mingtoa citywere preſentlyfo environedwith fucha multitude of thefe

fwaines,thatlike locufts overfpread theearth,thatthey thought it impof-

fible to escapewith their lives;wherefore feare and extremity made them

torush outto battell with them. But feehow the Lord profpereth agood

cauſe,for all theirweak numberincompariſonof their enemies,yet fucha

feare
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feare poffeffed their enemies hearts,that they fled like troups ofsheep,and

were flaine like dogges before them:infomuch, that they that eſcaped the

fword, were either hanged by flockson trees, or rofted on fpits by fires, or

otherwiſe tormented to death. And this end befell thatwicked rebellious

rout,whichwrought fuch mischiefe in that country,with their monftrous

villanies, that the traces and Ateppesthereof remaine at this day to bee

feene.

In the yeare of our Lord 1381 , Richard the fecond being King, the

CommonsofEngland (and efpecially ofKent and Effex) by meanes of a

taxethatwas ſet upon them,fuddenly rebelled,and affembled together on

Blackheath,to thenumber of 60000 or more : which rebellious routhad

nonebut bafe and ignoble fellowes for their captaines ; asWat Tiler, Iacke

Straw,Tom Miller, butyet they caufed muchtrouble and difquietneffe in

the Realme,and chiefly aboutthe city of London, where they committed

muchvillany,in deftroying many goodly places,as the Savoy,and others ;

and beingin Smithfield, uſed themſelves very proudly and unreverently

towards theKing : but by the manhood and wifedome ofWilliamWalworth,

Majorof London(who arrefted their chiefe captain in themidst ofthem)

that rude companywas diſcomfited, and the ringleaders ofthem worthily

puniſhed.

In like manner inthe raigne of Henry the feventh, a great commotion

wasftirredupin England by the Commonsof the North, by reaſonofa

certaine taxe whichwas levied of the tenth peny of all mens lands and

goods within the land , in the which the Earle of Northumberlandwas

dain,but their rash attemptwasfoonbroken,and Chamberlaintheir captain

withdiversother hanged atYorke, for the fame. Howbeit their example

feared notthe Cornifhmen from rebelling uponthe like occafion ofa tax,

under the condu&tof the Lord Audley, untill by woefull experiencethey

felt the famefcourge : for the King met them upon Blackheath, and dif-

comfitingtheir troups, took their captaines and ringleaders,and put them

to moftworthyand ſharpdeath.

Thuswe mayfee the unhappy iffue of allfuchfeditious revoltings, and

therebygather how unpleafanttheyare inthe fight of God . Let all the

people therefore learne by thefe experiences to fubmit themſelves inthe

feare of Godtothe higher powers,whetherthey be Lords, Kings,Princes,

orany other thatare fetover them.

CHAP. VI.

ofMurtherers.

StouchingMurther,which is (bythe fecondcomman-

dement of the fecond Table)forbidden in theſewords,

Thoushalt not kill : the Lorddenounceth this judgment

upon it, That hewhich ſtriketha manthat beedieth,

fhalldiethe death. And this is correſpondent tothat

Ediawhich he gave to Noah preſently after the uni-

verfall floud, to fuppreffe that generall crueltywhich

had taken rootfromthebeginningin Cainandhis pofterity,beingcarefull

for
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formans life ; faying,That he will require thebloudofman, at the hands ofei-

ther manor beast that killeth him: adding morcover, Thatwhosoeversheddeth

mans bloud, by man also his blond ſhall be ſhed, feeingthat Godcreatedhim after

bisowneImage : whichhewouldnot have tobe bafely accounted of, but

deareand precious unto us. Ifthen the bruit and unreaſonable creatures Exod.21 .

are not exempted from the fentence of death pronounced in the law, if

theychancetokill aman:howmuchmore punishablethen is man, endued

withwilland reaſon , when malitiouſly and adviſedly he taketh away the

life of his neighbour ? But the hainoufaeffe and greatneffe of this finne is

moft lively expreffed by that ordinance of God fet downe inthe 21 of

Deutronomy,where it is enjoyned,That if a manbefound flain in the field , Deut.21.

and it be notknownewho itwas that flewhim,then the Elders and Iudges

ofthenexttowne affemblingtogether,fhould offerup an expiatory facri-

fice by thehands ofthe Priests,todemand pardon for that cruell murther,

that the guilt of innocent bloud might not be imputed unto them. And

if byoverfight or negligencewithout any malice,hatred, or pretence, one

killed another, yet was he not exempted from all punishment, but fuffered

to fly tothe city ofrefuge, tobekept, and as itwere incloſed untill his in- Num.;5.

nocencyweremade manifeft, or at the leaft untill the death of the high

Prieft. From this (it mayſeeme)aroſe the cuſtome ofPainims in the like

cafe;whichwas,that ifa man had unwillingly committed murther,he did

preſently avoid the countrey,and goeunto fome man ofpower and autho-

rity of a ſtrange nation, and preſent himſelfe at his gate, fittingwithhis

face covered, humbly intreating pardon and reconciliation for hismur-

ther :and for onewhole yeare he might not returne intohis countrey. On

this manner was the fonne ofa certaine King of Phrygia entertained in

KingCrafus court,whounadviſedly had flaine his ownebrother.Whereby Herod.lib.1 .

it is manifeft, howodious and execrable in all ages, and all places, and all

people, this murther hath been : infomuch that men did thun their very

meetingand company, and abandon them out oftheir temples and pub-

licke affemblies, as people excommunicate and prophane. And yet for all

this, mankinde (for the most part) likefavagebeafts hath by the inftiga.

tionofthatwicked ſpirit(whowas a murtherer from the beginning) been

too too addicted to this kind of cruelty, not being afraid to offer violence

tonature,and ſhed innocent bloud. Such was the franticke and perverfe

cruelty ofthe fecond man Cain, when without any occafion, but onely Gen.4i

throughenvy,he flew hisbrother Abel, and that traiterouſly:which deed,

albeit itwas done in fecret andwithout theview ofmen, yet it could not

fhunthe piercing eye of God, who reproved him for it, faying, That the

bloudof Abelcriedfor vengeancefrom the earth.And although this curfed and

wicked murtherer received not immediately a condigne punifhment an-

fwerable tohis crime (God totheend to fparemans bloud, ufing undefer-

ved favour towards him) yet eſcaped heenot ſcot free, forhewas purſued

with a continuall torment and fting of confcience, togetherwith fuch an

inceffant feare,that hebecame avagabond and a runnagateupon theearth:

and feeinghimselfe brought into fomiferable an eftate,he fell to complai

ning,that the punishmentwas greater than he was able to beare. Thus

Godpermitted this wretch todraw outhis life in fuch anguish, that for a

greater punishment he might pine away the reft ofhis daies without com-

fort.Aman may find in this world many fuch brother- murthering Cains,

who
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who forno occafion fticke not to cuttheirthroats, whom (for thebond of

common nature wherein all menare linked together as branches to one

root) they ought to acknowledge for their brethren and friends : upon

whomthe heavy hand of Godhath not beene more flacke to punith either

byone meanes or other , than it was upontheir eldeft brother Cain. But

feeingthe number ofthem is fo great, and it is notfo convenient to heape

up here fohuge a multitude together, it fhall fuffice onely to recount the

moft famous and notableft of them , as of thofe that have beene menof

note and reputation of the world, or that throughan ambitious defire of

raigning , have by armes fought to atchieve their purpoſes : for thefe for

the most part are the greatest murtherers and butchers ofall,that through

theirwicked affections , worldly pompe, or defire ofrevenge , have no re-

morfe ofmaking thebloud ofmen run likerivers upon the earth , making

no more account ofthe life of a man,than ofa flie oraworme.

Such an one was Abimelechone ofthe fonnes ofGedeon, whoto the end

toufurpethe regiment ofthe people, (which his fatherbeforehim refu.

fed) got together a rout of rafcal andvile fellowes,bywhofe aid comming

to his fathers houſe, he flew feventy of his brethren , even all except loa.

than the yongeft, that ſtole away and hid himfelfe. After which maffacre,

he raigned in jolity three yeares , and at the end thereof was cut short by

God , togetherwith the Sichemites his provokers and maintainers, who

were alfo guilty of all the innocent bloud whichhehad fhed : for God

fentthe fpirit ofdivifion betwixt them , fothatthe Sichemites beganto

defpife him , and rebell againſt him , butthey hadthe worst end ofthe

ftaffe, andwereovercomebyhim : who purfuing the vi&ory , tooke their

city byforce,and put them all tothe edgeofthe fword . And after he had

thus deftroied their city, put fire alfoto the cafle , wherein he confumed

neere about a thouſand perfons of men andwomen , thatwere retired thi-

ther to fave their lives . And thus God brought upon them the miſchiefe

which theyhad confented and put their hands unto : for as they had lent

him aid and furtherance to the fhedding of his brethrens bloud, fowas

their ownebloud with their wivesand childrens fhed byhim : yet this ty-

ran not content therewith, madewar alfowith the inhabitants of Tebez,

and tooketheir city , and would have forced the tower alfo, wherein the

citifens had inclofed themſelves ; but ashe approched to the wall , awo-

manthrewdowne a piece ofa milftone upon his head , wherewith finding

himselfe hurt to death , he commanded one of his foldiers to kill him

outright. And thus this wicked murtherer that had fhed the bloud of

many men, yeaof his ownebrethren, had his braines knockt out byawo-

man, and died a moft defperatedeath.

The bloudy treachery of Baana and Rechab , chiefe captaines of 1fbbo-

fbeth, Saulsfon, in confpiring againft and murthering their mafter whileft

he flept, abodenot long unpunished ; for having cut off his head , they

prefented it for a prefent toking David, hoping to gratifie the king, and

Treafon,lib.2. to receive fome recompence for their paines. But Davidbeing of an up-

right and true kingly heart, could not endure fuch vile treachery, though

againstthe perfon of hisenemy ; but entertained them as moft vile trai-

tors and mafter murtherers , commanding firft their hands and feetto

be cutoff, which they had efpecially imployed as inftruments about

that villany , and afterwards cauſed them to bee flaine , and then

cap.3.& 4.

hanged
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For thelike caufe was Ioab ( Generall of king Davids hoft ) for killing

Abnertraiterously (who forfaking fhoofbeth, hadyeelded himselfe to the Treafon,lib.2 .

King ) curfed of David, with all his houfe, with a moftgrievous and terri- cap.3.

ble curfe. And yet notwithstanding awhile after he came againe tothat

paffe, as to murder Amafa one ofDavids chiefe captains, making fhewto

falute and embrace him . For which cruell deed, albeitthat in Davidstime

he receivedno punishment, yet it overtooke him at laſt, and the faine kinde 2. Sam.25.

of crueltywhich hehad fo traiterously and villanously committed towards

others, felluponhis ownehead, being himselfe alfo killed as he had killed

others : whichhappened in kingSolomons raigne, who executing the charge

and commandement of his father, put to death this murdererin thetaber- 1. King, z .

nacle ofGod,and bythe Altar,whitherheewas fled as toa place priviledged

for fafetic.

CHA. VIL

Afute ofexamples like unto theformer.

Eavingthe Scripture, wefinde in other writers notable ex- Herod.lib.x.

amples of this fubject : As first of Afyages kingof the

Medes,whofomuch fwarved fromhumanity, that he gave

in ftrait charge that young Cyrus his own daughters fonne,

now ready tobeborne, should be madeaway by fome fini-

fter practife, to avoidby that meanes the danger whichby

a dreamewas fignified unto him. Notwithstandingtheyounginfant find-

ing friends to preferve him alive, andgrowingupbymeanes ofthe Peers

favor (towhom his grandfatherby hiscruelldealings wasbecome odious )

obtained the Crowne out of his hands,and difpoffeffing him, featedhim-

felfe in his roome.

This Cyrus was that mighty andawfull king of Perfia,whom Goduſed as

an inftrument for the deliveryofhis people out ofthecaptivity of Babylon,

ashe foretoldby the Prophet Ifaiah :whoyet (followingkinde) made cru

ellwar in many places for the space of thirty yeares and therefore it was

neceffarythathe should tafte fome fruits of his infatiable andbloud-thirſty

defire , as hee indeed did : for after manygreat victories and conquefts o- oreſ.lib.ž;

ver divers countries atchieved,goingabout to affaile Scythia alfo, hee and

his armie togetherwerefurprifed, overcome, and flaine, tothe number of

two hundred thousand perfons :and forhis fhame received this difgrace at

awomanshand,whotriumphing in hervictory, threwhis head into a facke

full ofbloud, with thefe tearmes, Nowglut thy felfewithblondwhichthouhast

thirftedafterso longtime.

Cambyfes, Cyrus fon,was alfo fo bloudy and cruell a man, that onedayhee Herod.lib.z.

fhot a noblemans fonneto the heart, with an arrow, for being admonished

byhis father ofhis drunkenneffe,to which hewasverymuchgiven,whichhe

did in indignation, and to fhew that hewas not yet fo drunken buthe knew

how to draw his bow. He caufed his own brother tobe murdered privi-

ly, for feate he fhould raigne after him ; and flew his fifter for repro-

ving him for that deed. In his voyage to Ethiopia , when his armie

P
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Iuftine.

was brought intofogreat penurie of victuals, that they wereglad to feed

upon horſe fleſh, hee was fo cruell and barbarous, that after their horſes

were ſpent he caufed themto eat one another : but at his returne from Æ-

gypt, the Sufians his chiefe citizens welcommed himhomewith rebellion

and at laft , as hewas riding, it fo chanced , that his fword fell out of

the fcabberd, and himfelfe upon the point of it , ſo that it pierced him

through, andfohe dyed.

:

After that Xerxes by his overbold enterpriſe had diſturbed the greateſt

part of the world, paffed the fea, and traverfed many countries , to the

end to affaile Greecewith innumerable forces, hewas overcomeboth by

fea and by land, and compelled privily to retire into his countrey with

fhame and difcredit : where hehad not longbeene,but Artabanus the cap-

taine ofhis guard killed him in his palace by night : who alſo after that and

many other miſchiefes committed byhim, was himfelfe cruelly murthered.

The thirty Governours whichthe Lacedemonians fet over the Atheni-

ansbycompulfion, were fuchcruell tyrants, oppreffors, and bloudfuckers

of the people,that they made away a great part ofthem, untill theywere

chafed awaythemſelves violently and then being fecretly dogged and pur-

fued, wereall killed one after another.

Pyrrhus kingof Epire that raigned not long after Alexander the great,

was naturally difpofedto fuch a quicknes and heat of courage, that hecould

never bequiet butwhen hewas either doingfomemifchiefe to another, or

when another was doing fomeuntohim: ever devifing fome new practiſe

ofmoleftation for paftimes fake. This his wilde anddangerous difpofition

began firft to fhew it felfe inthe deathof Neoptolemus , whowas conjoyned

kingwithhim, whom having bidden to fupper in his lodging under pre-

tence of facrifice to his gods, hedeceitfully flew:preventingbythat meanes

Neoptolemus pretended purpoſe of poyfoning him when occafion fhould

ferve.Afterthishe conquered Macedonia by armes, and came into Italie to

makewarwiththe Romans,inthebehalfe of the Tarentines,andgavethem

battel in the field,and flew fifteen thousandofthem in one day: he tooktheir

camp, revoked many cities from their alliance, andfpoyled muchoftheir

countrey eventothe walls of Rome : and allthis in a tricewithout breath-

ing. Againe by Afcolie he encountred them the fecond time, where

therewas a great overthrow of each fide of fifteene thouſand men : but the

Romanes hadtheworst, andtooke their heeles. Whenheewas intreated by

the Sicilian embaffadors to lend them aid to expulfe the Carthaginians

out of their Ifle, heeyeeldedprefentlyand chafed them out. Beingrecalled

bythe Tarentines into Italy for their fuccour,hewas conquered bythe Ro-

manes after he had madewar uponthem fix yeres.At his returneto Epire he

re-entredbyviolence Macedonia,tookemany places, overcamethe armyof

king Antigonus that refifted him,& had all thewhole realm rendred intohis

hand.BeingintreatedbyCleominus tomakewarupon Sparta,tothe endtore-

inftall him in his kingdomewhichhewas deprivedof:forthwithhemuſtered

his forces, befieged the citie, and fpoyled andwafted allthewholecountry.

Afterwards there beingafedition raiſed in the city ofArgos betweene two

ofthe chiefeft citizens,one ofthewhichfentuntohimfor aid,he (what iffue

foever was like to enfue,whether victory or vanquishment) couldnotabide

in peace from difquietingothers and himselfe,but muftneedsgo totake part

in that fedition : but to his coft,even tohis deftruction . For first inhis way

hc
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hefound an evill-favouredwelcomeby an ambuſh placed of purpofeto in- 189

terrupt his journey, amongit whomhe loft his fon : which miſhapnothing

difmaiedhim, nor abated anywhitofhis purpofe or courage from purfu-

ingthis journeytoArgos, though the citizens themfelves intreated him to

retire,andthoughhehadnobufineffethere faveonly to looke over the town:

being arrivedbynight, and finding a gate leftopenforhim toenter by, by

the meanes ofhim that had fent forhimto his aid,heeput his fouldiers in,

andpoffelfed himfelfe of the towne incontinently. But the citybeing aided

by Antigonus andtheKingof Sparta, chargedandpreffed him fo fore, that

he fought meanes to retireout ofthe fame,butcould not. At which time

beingabout toftrike ayoungman ofthe city that had donehim fome hurt,

his mother being aloft upon the roofe ofan houfe, perceiving his intent,

threwdowne a tile withbothher hands upon his head, and hit him fuch a

knockeupon the neckethrough default of his armour, that it fobruifed his

joynts,that hefell into afudden fwound,and loft his fight, his raines falling

out of his hand,and hehimselfetumbling fromhis faddleuponthe ground,

whichwhen fome ofthe foldiers perceived, theydrew him out of thegate,

and there,to make anend ofthe tragedy,cutoffhis head,

"

The cruelty ofthe Ephoriwasmarvellous Itrange,whenbeingunwilling Plutarch

Once tohearethe equality of lands andpoffeffions tobenamed, which gi

their King, for the good ofthecommonwealth (according to the antient cu-

flomeandordinance of Licurg )foughtto restore they sole upagainst him

andcafthim in prifon,and therewithout anyproceffe or forme of lawfttan-

gledhim todeath, withhismotherand grandfather. But it cost themvery

deare: forCleomeneswho was joynt Kingwith Agis, albeit he had confented

to theweavingof that web himself,tothe endhe mightraigne alone;yet cea-

fedhe notto profecute revengeupon them, which heedid not onely by his

daily andufuall practifes openly,but alfo privily ; for takingthem once at

advantage,beingat fupper all together,hee caufedhis mento kill them fud-

denly as they far. Andthuswasthegood King Agis revenged. But this laft

murthererwhichwas fullied and pollutedwith fomuchbloud, hewent not

longunpunifhed for his misdeeds : for fooneafter, Antigonus KingofMace-

donia gave him a greatoverthrow in a battell, wherein hee loft Sparta his

chiefe city,and fled into Egypt for fuccour where after fmall abode, upon

an accufation laid against him, hewas caft into prifon, andthough he efca-

pedoutwith his company,by cunning and craft, yetas hewalked up and

down Alexandria inarmor,in hope that through his feditious practifes the

citizens would take his part,andhelpto restorehimto his liberty whenhe

perceiveditwas nothingfo,but that every man forfookehim, and that there

was nohope left ofrecovery,hecommanded his mentokill one another, as

theydid Inwhichdefperate rageand furyhehimselfewas flain, & his body

beingfound,was commandedby King Ptolome tobehangdon a gibbet, and

his mother,wives, and children that camewithhim into Egypt,to bee put

todeath.Andthis wasthetragicall end of Cleomenes King ofSparta.

Alexanderthetyrant ofPheres never ceafed to makeandfpyout all occa-

fions ofwarre against the people of Theffaly, totheendto bringthem ge

nerally in fubjection under his dominion : hewas amoft bloudy and cruell

mindedman,having neither regard of perfon or juftice in any action, In his

crueltyheburied fomealive, others heclothed in beares and boares skins,

and then fet dogs at their tailes to rend them in pieces ; others hee ufed

P2
in



OfMurtherers. TheTheatre of

190

Saluft.

in way ofpaftime to ftrike throughwith darts and arrowes. And one day

as the inhabitants ofa certaine citywere affembled together in counfell, he

caufed hisguard to incloſe themup fuddenly, and to kill them all even to

thevery infants.He flew alfohis owne uncle,and crowned the fpearewher-

with he did that deed with garlands of flowers, and facrificed unto him be- '.

ing dead,as to a god. Now albeit this cruell Tygrewas garded continually

with troupes of fouldiers that kept night anddaywatch about his body

wherefoeverhee lay, andwitha moft ougly and terrible dog, unacquainted

withanyfavinghimselfe, hiswife, and onefervant thatgavehim his meat,

tied to his chamber dore, yet could hee not efcapethe evill chancewhich

byhis wives meanes fell upon him : for the taking awaythe ftaires of bis

chamber, let in three of her ownebrethren provided to murther him, as

theydid for finding him afleep,one tooke him faft by the heeles,the other

by the haire, wringing his head behind him, and the third thrust him

through with his fword, thee all this while givingthem light to diſpatch

their bufineffe . The citizens of Pheres when they had drawne his car-

kaffe about their ſtreets, and trampled upon it theirbellies full, threw it .

to the dogges to bedevoured To odious was hisvery remembranceamong

them.

:

Yugurib, fonneto Manaffabal, brotherto Micipfa King of Numidia, by

birth a baftard, for hee was borne ofa concubine , yet by nature and

difpofition fo valiant and full of courage, that hee was not onely belo-

vedof all men, but alſo fo deerely esteemed of by Micipfa, that he adop-

ted himjoynt heire with his fonnes Adherbal and Hiempfal, to his crowne,

kindly admonishing him in way of intreaty to continue the union of

love and concord without breach between them, which hee promiſed to

performe.. But Micipfa was no fooner deceaſed, but hee by andby not

content with a portion oftheKingdome,ambitioufly fought for the whole.

For which caufe hee firſt found meanes to difpatch Hiempfal out of his

way by the hands of the guard, who in his lodging by night cut his

throat, and then by battell having vanquished Adherbal his brother

obtained the fole regiment without controlment. Befides, hee corrup

ted fo by bribes the Senators of Rome that had foveraigne authorityin

andover his Kingdome, that in ftead of punishment which his murther

cried for, he was by the decree of the Senate allotted to the one halfe

of the Kingdome. Whereupon being growne yet more prefumptuous ,

hee made excurfions and ryots upon Adherbals territories, and did him

thereby much injury and from thence falling to open warre, put him

to flight, and purfued him to a city , where hee befieged him fo long,

till he was conftrained to yeeld himfelfe . And then having gotten him

within his power, puthim to the cruelleft death he could devife : which

villanous deed gave juft caufe to the Romanes, of that warrewhichthey

undertookeagainst him, wherein hee was difcomfited and feeing him-

felfe utterly loft, fled to his fonne in law Bocha, King of Mauritania,

tofeeke fupplyoffuccour, whoreceivinghim into fafegard, proveda falfe

gard to him,and delivered him into the hands ofhis enemies,and fo washe

carried intriumphtoRomeby Marius faftbound;andbeing cometo Rome,

caft into perpetuall prifon, where firft his gowne wastorne offhis backe

by violence, next a ring of gold pluckt off his care, lap and all ; and

Lastly, Himselfe ftarke naked throwne into a deepe ditch , where com-

bating
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batingwith famine fix dayes , the feventh miferably ended his wretched-

life, according to the merits ofhis mildeeds. Orfius, faith he, was ftrang-

led in prifon.
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cap.3.

Methridates kingof Parthia put to death theking of Cappadocia , to Oraf.Sabel.

get his kingdome , and after under pretence of parlying with one of his Treafon, lib.2.

fonnes, flew him alfo : for which caufe,theRomanes tooke up the quar-

rell , and made warre upon him , by meanes whereof much loffe and in-

convenience grew unto him as wellby fea as by land. After the first over-

throw,where one ofhis fifterswas taken prifoner , when he faw himfelfe

in fodefperate a cafe, that no hope of helpe was left , he flew two other of

his fifters ,with two ofhis wives, having before this warre given his foruth

fifter (who alfowas his wife) adram of poyfonto make up the tragedy.

Afterwardbeingvanquished in the night by Pompey the Roman , and put

to flight with onely three of his company , as he went about to gather

a new fupply of forces, behold tydings was brought himof the revolt of

many of his Provinces and countries , andof the deliveringupof the reſt

ofhis daughters into Pompeyes hand , andof the treafon of his yong
fonne

Pharmax, the gallanteft of his fonnes , andwhomhe purpoſed to make his

fucceffor, who hadjoyned himselfe tohis enemy,which troubled and afto-

nifhed him more than all the reft : fo that his courage being quite dafhed,

andall hopeof bettering his eftate extinguished , his other two daughters

he poyfoned withhis owne hands, and fought to practife the fame experi-

ment upon himfelfe, but that his bodywas too ftrong for the poifon,and

killed the operation thereofby ftrength ofnature : but that which poyfon

could not effect,his owne fword performed.

:

Though Pompey the greatwas never any of the moſt notorious offenders

in Rome, yet did this ftaine ofcruelty, ambition and defire ofrule, cleave

untohim for firſt he joyning himfelfe to Silla, dealt moſt cruelly and un-

naturallywith Carbo,whomafter familiar conference , in fhew offriend-

fhip,he caufed fuddenly tobe flain , without fhewof mercy. And with

QuintiusValerius , awife andwell lettered man , withwhom walking but

twoor threeturnes, he committed to a cruell and unexpected flaughter,

Heexecuted fevere puniſhment upon the enemies ofSylla, eſpecially thoſe

that were moſt of note and reputation , and unmercifully put Brutus to

death, that had rendered himselfe unto his mercy. It was hethat deviſed

that new combat of prifoners and wilde beafts, to make the people ſport

withall ; a moft inhumane and bloudy paftime , to fee humane and manly

bodies torne and difmembred by brute and fenfeleffe creatures : which,if

we will beleeve Plutarch , was the onely caufe ofhis deftruction. Now af-

ter fo manybrave andgallant victories , fomany magnificent triumphs ;

as the taking ofKing Hiarbas, the overthrow of Domitius , the conqueft of

Africa, the pacifyingofSpaine, andthe overweldingof the commotions

that were therein , the clearing of the fea coafts from Pirates , the victo-

ryover Methridates, the fubduing of the Arabians , the reducing ofSyria

into a Province, the conqueft ofIudea, Pontus, Armenia,Cappadocia,and

Paphlagonia: I fay,after all thefeworthy deeds of armes and mightyvi

&tories , hewas fhamefully overcome by Iulius Cafar in that civill warre,

wherein it was generally thought that hehad undertaken the better caufe

in maintainingthe authority ofthe Senat, and defending the liberty ofthe

people, as he pretended to doe : beingthus put to flight , and making to-,
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wards Ægypt, in hope the King ( for that before timehe had beene his tu

tor would protect and furnith him, that hemight recover bimfelfe

againe, he found himfelfe fo farre deceived ofhis expectation, that in ftead

thereoftheKings people cut him thort of his purpofe,and of his head both

at once, fending it for atoken to Cafar , to gratifie him withall. Never-

theleffe, for all this, his murtherers and betrayers, as the yongKing, and

all others that were caufers of his deathwere justly punishedfortheircru-

elty, bythehands of himwhom theythought to gratifie : for as Cleopatra

the Kings fifterthrew her felfe downeat Cafars feetto entreather portion

of the kingdome, and hebeing willing alfoto fhew her that favour, wasby

that means gotten into the kings palace ; forthwith the murtherers

Pompey befet the palace, andwent about to bringhim into the fame fhare

that they had caught Pompey in. But Cafar after that he had fuitained their

greateſt brunt, fruftrated their purpofes, and recoveredhis forces into his

hands, affayled them with fuch valour and proweffe on all fides, that in

fhort spacehe overcamethis wicked and traiterous nation . Amongst the

flaine, the dead body of this youngand evill adviſed King was found, over

borrewith dirt. Theodotusthe kings fchoole mafter (bywhofe inftigation

and adviceboth Pompeywas flaine, and this warre undertaken) being efca-

ped and fled towards Afia for his fafety, found even therefufficient inftru-

ments both to abridge his journey and fhorten his life. As for the reft of

that murthering fellowfhip , theyendedtheirlives fomehere, fome there,

in ( that mercileffe element ) the fea , andby ( that boisterous element)

the wind, which though fenfelefle , yet could not fuffer themto escape

unpuniſhed.

Although that Inlius Cafar (concerningwhommore occafion of fpeech

willbegivenhereafter) did tyrannoully-ufurp the keyoftheRomanCom

mon-wealth , and intruded himfelfe into the Empire against the lawes,

cuffomes , and authority of the people and Senate , yetwas it accounted

á moſt traiterous and cruell part to maflacre and kill him in the Senate,as

he fat in his feat mifdoubting nomishap , asthe fequell of their feverall

ends which were actors in this tragedy did declare forthe vengeance of

Treafon, lib.2 . Godwas fomanifeftly difplayed uponthem, that not one of the confpi-

rators efcaped , but was purfuedby fea and land fo eagerly, till there wasPlutarch. not one left of that wicked cruewhom revenge hadnot overtaken. Cafi

sap.3.4.

MNITOP.

being difcomfited in the battell of Philippos , fuppofing that Brut had

beene alfo in thefame cafe , ufed the fame fword against himfelfe ( a mar-

vellous thing) wherewith before hehad fmitten Gafar. Brutus alfoa few

dayes after, when a fearefull vifion had appearedtwiceunto himbynight,

underftandingthereby that his time of life wasbut fhort, though he had

thebetter ofhis enemies the day before , yet threw himſelfe defperately

into the greateſt danger of the battell , forhis fpeedier difpatch ; but he

was referved to a more fhamefull end , for feeing his men flaine before

him , he retired haftily apart fromview ofmen, and fetting his fwordto

his breaſt, threw himfelfe upon it , piercing himthrough the body , and

fo ended his life, And thus was Cafarsdeath revenged by octauins and

Anthonywho remained conquerors,after all that bloudy crew was brought

to nought : betwixt whom alfo ere longburft out a moft cruell divifion,

which grew unto a furious and cruell battellby fea , wherein Anthony was

Overcome, and ſent flying intoEgypt , and there taught his ownehands
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to be his murtherers. And, fuch was the endof his life , whohad beene 193

an actor inthat pernicious office of the Triumvirſhip , anda caufer ofthe

deaths ofmanymen. And forafmuchas Cleopatra was the firſt motiveand

fetter on of Anthonytothis warre, it wasgood reaſon that the ſhould par-

take fomeofthat puniſhmentwhichtheybothdeferved ; as thedid : for be-

ing furprisedbyher enemies , tothe intent themightnot be carried in tri-

umphtoRome, the canfedan afpetobitehertodeath.Markeherethe pit-

tifull Tragedies that following one another in the necke, were fo linkt to-

drew
gether , that drawingand holdingeachother , they withthem aworld

of miferies toa moft wofull end : a moft tranfparent and cleere glaffe,

wherein the vifages of Gods heavy judgements upon all-murtherers are ap¬

parentlydeciphered, an omionandtodu :omison aidto coqolsukoolstol oyidizbeni

ard driwi, orizo
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Fter that theEmpire of Rome,declining,after the death propi

ofTheodofius wasalmoft at the laft caft , readytoyeeld

up theghoſt , andthat Theoderick king of the Goths,

had ufurpedthedominion of Italyunder the Emperor

Zeng, heput todeath two great perfonages, Senators

and chiefe citizens ofRome, towit, Simmachus and Boe-

only for fecret furmifewhichhehad, without pro-

bability , that they two fhould weave fome flie web for his deftruction.

Afterwhich cruell deed,ashewas oneday at fupper, a fishes head of great

bigneffe beeing ſerved intothetable,purpofingto beverymerry, fudden-

ly thevengeance of God affailed, amafed,oppreffed, andpurfued him fo

freshly,that without intermiffion or breathing it fent hisbody a fenfeleffe

trunk intothegrave in amolt itrangeand marvellous manner: for he was

conceited ( as himselfe reported) that the fishes headwasthehead ofSimm

chu,whom he hadbut lately flaine , which grinneduponhim, and feemed

to face him withan overthwart threatning and angry eye: wherewithhe

was fofcarred, that he forthwith role from the table,and was poffefledwith

fuch an exceeding trembling and icie chilneffe that ran through all his

joynts,that hewas conftrained to take his chamber andgoe to bed, where

foone after with griefe and fretting and diſpleaſure hee died. He com-

mittedalfoanother moft cruell and traiterous part upon Odoacer ; whom

invitingtoabanquet, be deceitfully welcomed witha meffe of fwords

in fteadofother victuals,tokillhimwithall , thathe might waytheEm

pire aloneboth of the Gothes andRomaneswithout checke.

It was not without caufe that Attilawas calledthe fcourge of God : for tornandGreg.
Lornand,Greg.

with anarmy of five hundred thousandmenhewaftedand fpoiled all fields, deTours.

citiesandvillages that hepaffedby puttingallto fire andfword, without

thewing mercy to any on this manner he went fpoiling through France,

andthere at one time gave battell tothe united forces of the Romans,Vice-

gothes, Frenchmen, Sarmatians, Burgundians, Saxons, and Almaignes :

after that he entered Italy , tookeby wayof force Aquilea , facked and de-

Atroyed
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Greg.ofTours,

lib.z.bif.

Referre this

properlyto

lib.2.cap.11.

ffroyed Millan, withmanyother cities , and in a word fpoiled all the coun-

trey : in fine, being returnedbeyond Almaigne, having married awife of

excellent beauty, thoughhe waswell wived before, hediedonhis marri

agenight fuddenly in hisbed forhaving well carowfed theday before,he

fell into fo dead a fleepe, that lying upon his backe without refpect , the

bloudwhichwas oftenwoontto iffue at his noftrils, finding thofe conduits

ftopped byhis upright lying, defcended into his throat, and ſtopped his

winde. And fo that bloudy tyrant that had thedthebloud of fo manypeo-

ple,was himselfeby the effufion of his owne bloud murthered and stifled

todeath.

Ithilbaldking of Gothia at the inftigation of his wife putto death very

unadviſedly oneofthe chiefe peeresofhis realme : after whichmurther, as

hefate banquetting one daywith his princes , environed with his gardand

other attendants, havinghishand in thediſh, andthe meat between his fin-

gers, one fuddenly reachedhim fucha blowwith a fword, that it cut offhis

head, fo that it almoft tumbled uponthe table, tothe great aſtoniſhment of

all that were prefent.

Sigifmundkingof Burgundy fuffered himselfe to be carried away with

fuch anextreame paffion of choler , provokedby a falfe and malicious ac-

cufation of his fecondwife, that he cauſedone ofhis fonnes whichhe hadby

his formerwife,tobe ftrangled inhis bed, becaufehe was induced to think

that hewent about to make himfelfeking: whichdeed beingblowne abroad,

Clodomire fonneto Clodovee and ClotildkingFrance , and coufingermanto

Sigifmund , came with anarmy forto revenge this cruell and unnaturall

part ; his mother fetting forward and incitinghim thereunto, in regardof

the injurywhich Sigifmunds fatherhad donetoher father and mother, one

ofwhom heflew , and drowned the other. As they were ready to joyre

battell, Sigifmands fouldiers forfookehim , ſo that hee was taken and pre-

fently put to death , andhis fonneswhich he hadby his fecond wife were

taken alfo, andcarried captiveto Orleance , and there drowned in aWell.

Thus wasthe execrable murther of Sigifmund and his wife puniſhed in

their owne children. Asfor Clodomire , thoughhe went conqueror from

this battell yetwas heencountered with another difaftrous misfortune :

for as heemarched forwardwith his forces to fight with Sigifmandsbro-

ther, hewasby him overcome and flaine ; and for a further difgrace , his

difmembred head faftenedonthetopof apikewas carried about totheen-

terview ofallmen. Hee left behinde him three young fonnes , whomhis

owne brethren and their uncles Clotaire and Childebert , notwithſtanding

their youngand tender yeres , tooke from theirgrandmother Clotildes cu

ftody, that brought themup , as if theywould inftall them into fome part

oftheir fathers kingdome ; but moft wickedly and cruelly , to the endto

poffeffe their goods , lands , and feigniories, bereft them all of their lives,

faveonethat faved himſelfe in a Monaftery. Inthis ftrange andmonftrous

act Clotaire fhewed himfelfemore thanbarbarous , whenhewould not take

pity upontheyoungest of thetwo, beingbut fevenyeares old, whohearing

his brother ( ofthe age of tenne yeres ) crying pittifully at his flaughter,

threwhimfelfe at his uncle Childeberts feet with teares, defiringhim to fave

his life : wherewith Childebert being greatly affected, entreated his brother

withweepingeiestohave pity upon him, and fpare the life of this poore

infant:but all hiswarningsand entreaties couldnothinder the favage beaft

from
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from performingthis cruell murtherupon this poore childe, as he had don

uponthe other.
195

1.18.1.58.

TheEmperourPhoca attained by this bloudy meansthe imperiall dig- Niceph.

nity,evenbythe flaughter ofhis lord and mafter Mauricius,whom ashefled

in difguifed attire for feare ofa treafon pretended againſt him, he beingbe-

foretimethe Lievtenant Generall ofhis army, purfued fo maliciously and

hotly,that heovertooke him inhis flight,and for his further griefe,first put

allhis children feverally to death before his face, that every one of them

mightbea feverall death unto him before he died, andthen flew him alſo.

This murthererwas hethat firft exaltedtofohigh a point thepopishhorn,

whenat therequeft ofBoniface heordained,ThattheBishopofRome ſhould

havepreheminence andauthorityover all other Bifhops which he didto

theend thatthe ſtaine and blame of his moſt execrable murther mightbe

either quiteblotted out,or at leaftwinked at. Vnder his regency the forces

ofthe Empiregrewwondrously intodecay : France,Spaine,Almaigne, and

Lombardy,revolted fromthe Empire:and at laſt himſelfe being purfuedby

his fon in law Prifeus with the Senatours,was taken,and having his hands and

feet cut off,was together with thewhole race ofhis off-fpringputtoa moft

cruell death,becauſe of his cruell and tyrannous life.

Curfing,h

typ.32.

Among all the ftrange examples of Gods judgementsthat everwerede-

clared in thisworld, that onethat befell a Kingof Poland, calledPopiel, for

his murthers, is for the ftrangeneffe thereofmoftworthytobe had inme-

mory:he reigned in theyeareofour Lord 1346.This manamongſt other of

his particular kinds of curfings and fwearings, whereofhewas no niggard,

ufedordinarilythis oath, Ifitbe nottrue wouldrats mightdevoureme ; pro- Munf.cosmog.

phefying thereby his owne deftructionsfor heewas devoured bythe fame Mandat.3.

meanes which he fo often wifhed for,as the fequell of his hiſtorywill de-

clare.The fatherof this Popielfeeling himselfe neeredeath, refigned the go-

vernmentofhis kingdometotwoofhis brethren,men exceedingly reveren-

cedof allmen for thevalour andvertuewhichappeared in them. Hebeing

deceafed,and Popielbeinggrowneupto ripeandlawfull yeares, whenhefaw

himfelfe in full liberty, without all bridle ofgovernmenttodoewhat hee

lifted,he beganto give the full fwinge tohis lawleffe and unruly defires, in

fuch fort, thatwithin few daieshe became fofhanieleffe, that there was no

vicewhichappeared not in hisbehavior,even to the working of thedeath of

his owneuncles,for all their faithfulldealingtowardshim,whichhebypoi-

fonbroughtto paffe .Whichbeingdone,he caufed himselfe forthwithtobe

crownedwithgarlands of flowers, andto beperfumed withprecious oynt-

ments : and totheend thebetter to folemnife his entrytothe crowne, com-

mandedafumptuous andpompous banquettobe prepared, whereunto all

the Princes and Lords of his kingdome were invited. Nowasthey were

about togive theonſetupon the delicate cheere, behold anarmy ofrats fal-

lyingout ofthe deadandputrifiedbodies of his uncles, fet upon him, his

wife and children,amid their dainties,tognaw themwith their fharpteeth,

infomuchthat his gardwithall their weapons and ftrength were not ableto

chafethemaway, but beingwearywith refifting their dailyandmighty af-.

fault's,gave over the battell wherefore counfell was givento makegreat cole

firesabout them, that the rats bythat means mightbekept off,not knowing

that nopolicy orpowerof manwas able towithstandtheunchangeable de-

CreeofGod;for,forall theirhugeforcesthey ceafednot to run throughthe

midft
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midſt ofthem, and to affaultwiththeir teeth this cruell murtherer. Then

theygavehim counfell to put himselfe, his wife, and children into a boat,

and thruft it intothemiddeft ofa lake, thinking that by reafon of the wa-

ters therats would not approach unto them;but alas in vaine;forthey fwum

through thewaters amaine, andgnawing the boat, made fuch chinkes into

the fidesthereof, that thewater beganto runin whichbeing perceivedof

theboatman, amafed them fore, and madethemmakepofte hafte untothe

Thore, whereheewas no fooner arrived, but a fresh mufter of rats uniting

their forces with the former,encountredhim fofore,that theydidhimmore

fcath than all the reft. Whereupon all his guard,and others that werethere

prefent forhis defence, perceiving it tobe ajudgement of Gods vengeance

uponhim,abandoned andforfookehimat once : whofeeing himfelfe defti-

tute offuccour,andforfaken on all fides, flew into a hightower in Chouz

itze, whitheralfo they purfued him, and climbing even up to the highest

roomewhere heewas, firft eat up hiswife and children (fhe being guilty of

his uncles death)and laftlygnew anddevouredhimtothevery bones.

Afterthe famefort was an Archbishop ofMentz, called Hatto, puniſhed

inthe yeare940,under the reigne of the Emperour Othothe great,forthe

extreme crueltywhichheufedtowards certain poorbeggers,whom intime

offaminehe affembled together into agreat barn,not to relieve theirwants,

as hemightand ought,but to ridtheir lives,as he ought not,but did : forhe

fet onfire the barnewherein theywere, and confumed them all alive ; and

Avariceand comparingthem to rats andmicethat devoured good corne, but ferved to

no other good ufe. But Godthat had regard and refpect unto thoſe poore

wretches, tooke their caufe into his hand, to quitthis proud Prelate with

juſt revenge for his outrage committed againſt them ; fending towards him

anarmyofrats andmice to lay fiege against himwiththe engines of their

teeth onall fides,whichwhenthis curfedwretch perceived,he removed into

a tower that ſtandeth inthe midst ofRhine, not farfrom Bing,whither hee

prefumed this hoft of rats could not purfue him;buthe wasdeceived : for

theyfwum over Rhinethick and threefold,and got intohis towerwith fuch

ftrangefury,that in very short spacetheyhad confumed him to nothing; in

memoriallwhereof,this towerwas ever after called the tower ofrats. And

this was the tragedy of that bloudy arch-butcher that compared poore

Chriftianfoules tobrutish andbafe creatures, and therefore becamehim-

felfe a prey untothem,as FopielKingofPoland did before him ; in whofe

ftrange examples the beames of Gods juſtice ſhineforth after an extraor-

dinaryandwonderfull manner,to the terrour andfeare of all men;whenby

themeans offmall creatures theymade roome for his vengeance, to make

entrance upon theſe execrable creature-murtherers, notwithſtanding all

mans devifes and impediments ofnature : for the native operation ofthe

elements was reftrained from hindering the paffage ofthem,armedand in-

fpired with an invincible and fupernaturall courage, to feare neither fire,

water,nor weapon,till theyhad finiſhed his commandthat fent them. And

thus in oldtime did frogs,flyes,grafhoppers,and lice, makewar withPha-

rach,at thecommand of him that hath all theworld at his becke.

After this Archbishop, inthe fame ranke ofmurtherers we finde regi-

ftred many Popes, of all whom the most notorious and remarkableare

thefe two, innocent the fourth, andBonifacethe eighth, who deferved rather

to be called Nocents and Malefaces than Innocents and Boniface,for theirwic-

ked
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ked andperverfe lives : for as touchingthe first ofthem, from the timethat

hewas first installed in the Papacie, he alwayes bent his hornes againſt the

Emperor Fredericke, and fought with himwith anarmie not ofmen, but of

excommunications and curfings ; as their manner is : and feeing that all his

thunderingBuls and Canons could not prevaile fofarreas hedefired,he pre-

fently fought to bring to paffe that by treafon whichbyforce he could

not:forhefo enchanted certain ofhis houſehold fervants with foule bribes

and fairewords, thatwhen by reafon ofhis fhort draught, the poyfonwhich

he miniftred could not hurt him, he got them to ftrangle him to death. Marius.

Moreover, hewas chiefe fower of that warre betwixt Henry, Lantgrave of

Thuring, whombee created King ofthe Romanes, and Conrade, Frederickes

fonne, wherein he reaped a crop of difcomfitures and overthrowes : after

which, he was found flaine in his bed, his body beingfull ofblacke markes,

as ifhehadbeene beaten to deathwith cudgels.

Hieron.

ConcerningBoniface, after he had by fubtile and crafty meanes made his

predeceffordifmiffe himfelfeofhis Papacie,andenthroniſedhimselfe there- Baleus.

in, he put him to death in prifon, and afterward madewar upon the Gibi-

lines,andcommitted muchcruelty ; wherefore alfo he dyed mad,asweheard Murdering

before. But touching Popes andtheir puniſhments, wefhall fee more in

the 44 chapter following, whitherthe examples of them are referred, that

exceeding in all kinde of wickedneffe, cannot be rightly placed inthe trea-

tife ofany particular commandement.

Popes.

CHAP. IX.
ri

Młoda ac

Other memorable examples of thefamefubject, too)

Enguerran de

F wee defcend from antiquities to hiftories of later and

freſher memory, wee fhall finde many things worthy

report and credit as that which happenedin the yeere Montrol .

1405 betwixt two Gentlemen of Henaule; the oneof

which accufed the other for killing a neere kinfman of

his,whichthe other utterly &ftedfastly denied:whereon

DWilliam,Countyof Henault,offered them the combat

inthe city ofQuefney to decidethe controverfie, when

as by law itcould not be ended : whereunto they beingcome, and having

broken their fpeares in two,and encountered valiantly with their fwords,

at lengthhe that was chargedwithand indeed guilty ofthe murder,was over-

come of the other, and madeto confeffe with his mouth inopen audience

the truth ofthe fact : Wherefore the County adjudged him in the fame

placetobebeheaded ;which was fpeedilyexecuted,andthe conquerour ho

nourably conducted to his lodging. Nowalbeit this manner of deciding

controverfies be not approvedofGod,yetwemuft not think it happened at

all adventures, but rather that the iffue thereofcame ofthe Lord ofHofts,

that bythis meanes gave place to the execution ofhis moſt high andfove-

raigne juftice, by manifefting themurderer, and bringing him to that pu-

nishmentwhich he deferved.

About
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About this very timetherewas amoft cruell and outragious riot practi-

Enguerran de fed and performed upon Lewis Duke of Orleance, brother toCharles the

Monftr.Vol. 1. fixth, by thecomplot and devife of Iohn Duke ofBurgundie, who ( as hee

was naturally haughtie and ambitious ) went about to ufurpe the govern-

ment of the realme of France, for that the king byreafon of weakeneffe of

his braine wasnot ableto mannage the affaires thereof,fothat great trouble

anduncivillwarreswere growne up by that occafion in every corner ofthe

realme. Astherefore he affected and gaped afterthe rule, fo hee thought no

meanes diſhoneſt to attaine unto it, and therefore his firft enterpriſewas

to take out ofthewaythe Kingsbrother,whoſtood betwixt him and home.

Havingtherefore provided fit champions for his purpoſe, he found oppor-

tunity one night to caufehimtocomeout of his lodginglateby counterfeit

tokens from the king, as if he had fent for him aboutfome matters of im-

portance: andbeing in theway to S. Pauls hoftle, where the kings lodging

was in Paris, the poore Princefufpecting nothing, was fuddenly fetupon

with eighteen roifters at once, with fuch fury and violence, that invery

fhort ſpacethey left him dead upon thepavement, by thegate Barbet, his

braines lying fcattered about the ſtreet. After this deteftable and odious

act committed and detected, the cruell Burgundianwas fo farre from ſha-

ming,that hewanted and boafted at it, as if hehadatchievedthe moſtvalo-

rous and honourable exploitin theWorld ( fo farre did his impudencie

outstretch the bond ofreafon. ) Nevertheleffe, to caft fome counterfeit co-

lourupon this rough practiſe, he uſed the confcience and fidelitie ofthree

famous Divines of Paris, who openly in publike affemblies approvedof

this murder ; faying, Thathe hadgreatly offended, if he had left it undone.

About this device he imployed efpecially M. Iohn Petit, a Sorboniſt Do--

&or, whoſe rafhneffe and brafen-facedneffewas fo great, as in thecouncel-

houfe oftheKing, ftoutly to averre, That that whichwasdone inthe death

of the Dukeof Orleancewas a vertuous and commendable action, and the

authorof ittobevoidof fault, and therefore ought tobe void of punifh-

ment . Thepreface which this brave Orator ufed,was,That he was bounden

in duetic tothe Duke ofBurgundie, in regard of a goodly penfion whichhe

had received at his hands,andfor that caufe hehad prepared his poor tongue

intoken of gratitude to defend his caufe. He mightbetter have faid thus,

That fecing his tonguewas pooreand miferable, andhehimselfe a fenceleffe

creature, therefore he ought not to allow ordefend fo obftinately fuch ade-

teftable & traiterous murder committedupon aDuke ofOrleance,and the

fame the Kings brother, in fuch vile fort ; and that ifhe ſhould doe other-

wife,he fhouldapproveofthat which God andman apparently condemned,

yea the very Turkes and greateſt Paynims under heaven ; andthathefhould

juftifie the wicked, and condemne the innocent, which is an abomination

before God; and fhould put darkeneffe in ftead of light, and call that which

is evill, good : (forwhich the Prophet Efay in his fifth chapter denounceth

the jugdements of God againft falfe prophets) and thouldfollow the fteps

of Balaam, which let out his tongue to hire forthewages of iniquity :but

noneofthefe fuppofes cameonce intohis minde. Butto returnetoourHi-

ftory :The Duke of Burgundy havingthe tongues of theſe brave Doctors

athis commandement, andthe Parifianswhobore themſelves partially in

this quarrell (generallyfavourers of his fide ) cameto Paris in armes, to

juſtifie himſelfe, as he pretended, and ftrucke fuch a dreadfull aweofhim-

felfe
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felfe into all mens mindes,that notwithſtanding all the earneſt purſuit of

the Dutcheffe, the widow ofOrleance, for juftice, he escapedunpunished,

untill God ( byother meanes ) tooke vengeance uponhim : which happe-

ned after awhile , after that thofe his complices of Paris (beingbecome

lordsand rulers ofthe citie ) hadcommitted manyhorrible and cruell mur-

ders, as of the Conftable and Chancellor, two headofficers of the realme,

whofe bodies faft bound together, they drew naked throughthe streets from

place to place in most defpightfull manner for the Daulphin escaping

their hands bynight, and fafegard in his caftle, after that he heard of the

feiſure of the citie , found meanes to affemble certaine forces , and

marched to Montereaufautyonwith 20000 men, of purpoſeto be reven-

gedon the Dukefor all his brave and riotous demeanors : hither , under

colour ofparlinganddevifingnew meansto pacifie thefeold civill troubles,

he enticedthe Duke , and being come, at his very firſt arrivall, ashewas

bowinghisknee in reverence to him, he cauſed himtobe flaine. Andon

thismannerwas the Dukeof Orleancedeath quitted, and the evill andcru-

elty fhewed towards him , returned uponthe murderers owne necke ; for

as he flew him trecheroufly and cowardly, fowashe alfo trecherously and

cowardlyflaine, and juftly requited with the fame meaſure that he before

hadmeaſured to another : notwithſtandinghereinthe Daulphinwasnotfree

fromagrievous crime ofdifloyaltie andtruth-breach, inworkinghisdeath

without thame ofeither faith-breach or perjury, and that in his owne pre-

fence, whomhee hadfooftenwith proteftation ofaffurance and fafetie, re

quefted tocometo him. Neither did he efcape unpuniſhed for it ; for af-

ter his fathers deceafehe was in danger oflofingthe Crowne, and all for

this caufe: for Philip Duke of Burgundie taking his fathers revenge into

his hands , by his cunning devices wroughtmeanes to difplace him from

the fucceffion ofthekingdome, byaccordinga marriage betwixt the King

of England and his fifter, towhomheinfavor agreedtogive his kingdome

in reverfion after his owne deccafe. Nowaffoone as the King of England

wasfelfed uponthe governement of France , the Daulphin was prefently

fummoned to the marbleTable, to give anfwere for the death ofthe old

Duke : whither, whenhemadenoneappearance, they prefently banished

him the realme, andpronouncedhimtobeunworthytobefuccceder tothe

noble Crowne:whichtruelywas averygrievous chaftifement, and fuch an

one asbrought with it aheapeofmanymischiefes anddifcomfitures,which

happened in thewarre betwixt England and him , for the recoveryofhis

kingdome.

199

Treafon, lib.2.

cap.3.

Peter, fonneto Alphonfus Kingof Caftile, was amoft bloudy and cruell Freif. lib. rẻ

Tyran : forfirfthe put todeath his ownewife, the daughter of PeterDuke bit .

of Burbon, and fifter to the Queene of France : next hee flew themother

of his baftardbrother Henrie, togetherwith many Lords andBarons ofthe

realme, for whichhewas hated not onely of all his fubjects, but alſo ofhis

neighbor and adjoyning countries : whichhatred moved the forefaid Henrie

to afpire untothe Crowne ; which, whatwiththe Popes avouch, who le-

gitimatedhim, and the helpe of certaine French forces , and the fupport

of theNobilityof Caftile, hefoone atchieved. Peter thus abandoned, put

his fafeft gard in his heeles , and fled to Bordeaux, towardsthe Prince of

Wales, ofwhom he received fuch good entertainment, that withhis aid

hefonnere-entredhis loft dominions , andby maine battell chafed his ba-

ftard
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ftardbrotherout ofthe confines thereof: but being re-inftalled, whileft his

cruelties ceafed not to multiplyon every fide , behold Henrie ( with anew

fupplyout of France ) began toaffayle him afreſh, and puthim once again

tohis fhifts : but all that he could doe , could not ſhift him out of Henries

hands , who purfued him fo hotly, thatwith his owne hands hee foone rid

him out of all troubles , and afterwards peaceably enjoyed the kingdome

ofCaftille.

Butaboveall thehorrible murders and maffacres that ever were heard or

read of inthis laft ageofthe World, that bloudy maffacre in France , un-

derthe reigne of Charles the ninth , is moſt famous , orrather infamous ;

whereinthe noble Admirall, withmany ofthe nobility and gentrie, which

were Proteftants , were moft traiteroufly and cruelly murdered in their

chambers and beds in Paris , the foure and twentiethof Auguft , in the

night inthis maffacrewerebutchered in Paris that very night tenthouſand

Proteftants , and in all France, (for other cities followed the example of

Paris )thirty, or as fomefay, forty thoufand. I will not ftand to relate

the particular circumftancesand manner thereof, it being at large defcri-

bedbydivers writers both in French and English :onlyto our purpoſe, let

us confider the judgements and vengeance of Almightie God upon the

chiefe practiſers and plotters thereof, which were thefe : Charles the ninth

then King, by whofe commiffion and commandement this maffacrewas

undertaken ; his brother and fucceffour the Duke of Aniou ; the Queene

wother, his baſtard brother, andthe DukeofGuife, yeathewholetowne

ofParis ; and generally all France was guilty thereof. Now obſerve Gods

juft revenge : Charles himfelfehad the thredof his life cut offbythe imme-

diat hand of God, bya long and lingring fickeneffe, and that before hewas

cometothe full ageof 24 yeres : inhis fickneffebloud iffued ingreat abun-

dance out of many places of his body , infomuch that ſometimes he fell

andwallowed in hisowne bloud: that ashe haddelight to fhedthe bloudof

fomany innocents, fohemightnow at the latter end of his dayes be glut-

tedwith bloud. And furely bythis meanesthe Lorddid put him inminde

of his former bloudy murders, to drawhim torepentance, if itwere pof-

fible. The Duke of Anjou, who fucceeded this Charles inthe Crowne of

France, andwas called Henriethethird, was murderedby ayoungIacobine

Monke, called Frier Laques Clement, at the inftigation ofthe dukede Maine

andothers of the league, and that (wherein appeareth manifeftlythehand

ofGod) in the felfe fame chamber at S. Cloves wherein the Councell for

the great maffacre had beene taken and plotted, as it is conftantly affirmed.

The Dukeof Guife, in theyeare 1588, the 23 of December, was murde-

redby thekingsowne appointment, being fent for into the kings chamber

out of the councell chamber, where attended him 45 with rapiers and po-

niards readypreparedto receive him. The Queene mother foone afterthe

Alaughter of the Duke of Guife, tookethe matter fotoheart , that ſhee

went tobed, and dyed the firft of Ianuarie after. Touchingallthe reſt that

were chiefe actors in thetragidie, few ornone efcaped theapparant venge-

anceofGod : andas for Paris and the whole realme of France, they alfo felt

the feverefcourge of Gods juftice, partlyby civilewarsand bloudſhed, and

partlyby famineand other plagues ; fothat the Lord hath plainly made

knownetotheworld, how precious in the fight of his moft Holy Majeftie,

is thedeath ofinnocents , andhow impoffible it is for cruell murderers to

eſcape unpuniſhed. СНАР.
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Ofdivers otherMurderers, and theirseverallpuniſhments.

Aximinus from a fhepheard in Thracia, grewtobe an

Emperor in Rome by thefe degrees : his exceeding

ftength and ſwiftneffe in runningcommended him foto

Severn thenEmperour, that he made him of his gards

from that he arofe to be a Tribune, and at laſt to bee

Emperor which place he was nofooner in poffeffion

of, but immoderate cruelty ( all this while buried )

began to fhew it felfe : for he made havocke of all the

Nobilitie , and put todeath thoſethat hefufpected to be acquainted with

his eftate : infomuch as fomecalled him Cyclops, fome Bafiru, others An.

tem , forhis cruelty. Wherefore the Senate of Rome feeinghis indignity,

proclaimedhim anenemy to their commonwealth. andmade it lawfull for

anymanto procure his death : Which being knowne , his ſouldiers lying

at the fiege of Aquileia, moved with hatred, entred his tent at nooneday,

and flewhim and his fonne together.

Iuftinian the yonger ( no leffe hatefull tohis fubjects for his crueltythan

Maximinus ) wasdepofed from theempirebyconfpiracy, and having his

nofthrils flit, exiledto Cherfona, Léontius fucceeding in his place. How-

beitere longhe recovered his Crowne andScepter , and returnedto Con-

ftantinople, exercifing more cruelty at his returne, than ever he had done

before : forhe had not onlyputtodeath Leontins and Tiberius , but alſo all

that anyway
favered their parts. It is faidof him, that henever blew his

mangled nofe, but he caufed one of them tobeexecuted to death. At last

hewas flaineby Philippicus, to verifietheword oftheLord, That hewhich

ftriketh with the fword fhallperish with the fword.

Albonius king of Lunbardy, drinking uponatimetohiswife Rofound

ina cupmade of her fathers skull ( whom hein bartell had flaine ) fo dif-

pleafedher therewith, that ( attributing more to naturall affection than

unityof marriage ) decreedwithherfelfe to hazard life and kingdom , to

be revenged upon this grievous injuries wherefore the thus practifed : A

knight called Hemichild was enamoured with one of her maids ; him thee

brought intoafecret darke place by policie, in fhewto injoy his love, but

indeed tobeat her commands for the fupplyed his loves place ; and then

diſcoveringher felfe, put it to his choife, either to killher husband, orto

beaccuſedbyherof this villanie. Hemichild chofe the former, and indeed

murdered his Lord in his bed ; and after thedeeddone, fledwith herto Ra-

venna. But marke how the Lord requited this murder,even moft ſtrangely ;

fortheybothwhichwere linkttogether in the fact, were linkt together alfo

in the punishment ; andas they had beene joynt inftruments of anothers

deſtruction, ſo he made them mutuall inftruments of theirowne for Bafi-

mand thinkingto poyfon himtoo, madehim drinke halfe her medicine:

but heefeelingthepoyfoninhis veines , ftaiedinthemid way , and made

her fupuptheother halfe forher part :fo they died bothtogether.

The Electors of the Empiredifagreeing in fuffrages, Adolphus Duke Munt. cafm.

of Pbi.Mclan.lib.

Q 2



OfMurtherers. - The Theatre of

202

Treafon,lib.2.

cap.3.

2.cap.10.

of Naffavia , and Albertus Duke of Auftria, tooke upon them the regi-

ment and managing of the State : whereupon grew grievous wars in all

Germanie, and diffention between the two State-men , fo that Adolphus

was flaineby the Duke of Auſtria in battell by the citie of Spire whoſe

death was thus notably revenged. All that tooke part against him , or

that were acceffary to the murder , perifhed moft ftrangely ; Albert Earle

of Hagerloch was flaine , Otto of Ochfenfteme was hanged , the Biſhop

of Mentz died fuddenly of an apoplexie , in his cellar , the Biſhop of

Strasbrough was butchered by a Butcher :the Earle of Leimingen died

of a frenfie , the Duke of Auftria himſelfe was flaine by his nephew

Iobn , from whom hee had taken the government of Suevia , becauſe of

his unthriftineffe : generally they all came to deftruction, fo grievous

isthe crie of innocent bloud, against thofe that are guilty thereof.

After the death of Woldimiru King of Rhythenia , his fonne Berifus

fucceeded in the kingdome , who though hee was a vertuous and reli-

gious Prince , yet could not his vertue or religion priviledge him from

the malice of his brother Suadopolcu , who gaping and itching for the

Crowne , flew his brother this good Prince as hee was fleeping in

Chron.Pol.lib. his Chamber, together with his Efquire that attended upon him:and

not content herewith , but adding murder to murder, hee affaultedano-

ther of his brethren by the fame impietie, and brought him to the

fame end. Whereupon the laft brother Ioriflaus ( to bee revenged on

this villanie ) fet upon him with an armie of men, and killing his

complices , drove him to fly to Crachus king ofPolonia for fuccour :

who furnishing him with a new armie , fent him backe againſt his

brother, inwhichbattell ( his fucceffe being equall to theformer ) hee loft-

his men, and himfelfe efcaping the fword, dyed in his flight to Polonia,

andwas buried in a bafe and ignoble fepulchre , fit enough for fo bafe and

ignoble awretch. Andthatwemay fee how hatefull and ungodly a thing it

is tobeeither a protector ora faverof any murderer, marke the judgement

of God thatfellupon this king of Polonia, though not in his own perfon,

yer inhis pofterity; for hee beingdead, his eldeft fonne and heire Crachus

wasmurdered by his younger brother Lechus, asthey werehunting, fodif-

guifed and torn,that everyman imputed his death not to Lechus (whofeeyes

dropt crocodiles teares ) butto fome favage and cruell beaft : howbeit ere

long (his trechery being difcovered,and diffeifed of his kingdome) heedied

with extreame griefe and horrour of confcience. Andthus wefeethat Cra-

chushis kingdome came to defolation for maintaining a murderer:

Treafon, lib.2.

cap.3.

Iofeph. antiq.

Indaic.li.11.6.7

John the high Prieft of Jerufalem, fonne and fucceffor to Indas, had a

brother termed Iefus , towhom Bagofes the lieutenant of Artaxerxes army

promiſed the Priesthood, meaning indeed to depofe Iohn , and inſtall him

in his roome: upon which occafion this Iefusgrowing infolent, fpared not

to revile his brother, and that inthe temple, with immodeft and opprobri-

ous fpeeches, fo that his anger being provoked he flew him in his rage ; a

moft impious part for the high Prieft to pollute the holy temple with

Prophanation bloud, and that of his owne brother , and fo impious , thatthe Lord in

of holy things, juftice could not chufe but punishthewhole nation for it moſt ſeverely.

Lib.1.c.p.34 For this caufe Bagefes impofed a tribute uponthem, even a moft grie-

vous tribute , that for every lambe they offeredupon thealtar,they ſhould

pay fiftie groats to the king of Perfia , befides the prophanation of

their
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theirtemplewith the uncircumcifed Perfians , whoentred into it at their

pleafures, and fopolluted the Sanctuary andholy things of God : this pu-

nifhment continued uponthemfeven yeares and all forthis onemurder.

GerhardusEarle of Holfatia , afterhehad conquered theDanes in many Treaſon, lib.2.

andfundrybattells, was traiteroufly flaine in the citie Kanderhufen, by one p. 3 .

Nicolaus Tacobus, arich Baron : fothat whom the open enemy feared in the

field , him the privie fubtile foe murdered in his chamber. But the

traitor and murderer , albeit hee fled to the caftle Schaldenburg , and

got a band offouldiers to defend himselfe , yet hee was ſurpriſed by

the Earles fonnes, who tormenting him as became a traitor to bee tor-

mented , at laſt rent his body into foure quarters, and ſo his murderand

treafonwas condignely puniſhed .

Above all, theexecutionof Gods vengeance is most notably manifelted Greg ofTours,

in the puniſhmentanddetection of one Parthenius an homicide , treaſurer lib. 1.cap.36.

to Theodobert kingof France; who having traiteroufly flaine an efpeci-

This example

all friend of his called Aafanius , with his wife Papianilla , when no

manfufpected or accufed himthereof, he detected and accufed himfelfe

afterthis ſtrangemanner :As hee flept in hisbed, fuddenly hee roaredout belongeth alfo

moft pittifully, crying for helpe , or elfehee perished : and being deman- tothe 11.chap

ded what he ailed, hehalfe afleepe anfwered , That his friend Aufaniu and

his wife , whome hee had flaine long agoe , fummoned him to judge-

ment before God : upon which confeffion heewas apprehended, and after

due examination ſtoned to death. Thus though all witneffes faile, yet amur

derers ownconfcience will betray him.

Pepinand Martellus his fonne, kings of France , enjoying profperity cap.med.l.6.

and eafe , fell into divers monftrous finnes as to forfake their wives ap. 17.

and follow whores : which filthyneffe when the Bishop of Tungria re-

proved , Dodo the harlots brother murdered him for his labor : but hee

was prefently taken with thevengeance of God, even a loufie and moſt

filthie difcafe, with the griefe and ſtinke whereof being moved, hee threw

himfelfe intothe river of Mofa, and therewas drowned.

Howmanifeft and evident was thevengeance of God upon the murde- Martia

rers of Theodorick Biſhop of Treverfe ! Conrade the author of it dyed fud- Soome.

denly :the fouldier that helped tothrow him downe from therocke, was Herman con-

choaked ashe was at fupper two other fervants that layd totheir hands to

this murder, flew themſelves moſt deſperatly.

traйus.

cap. 10.

About the yeare of our Lord 700. Geilian thewifeof Gofbert prince of

Wurtiburg, beingreprovedby Kilianus for inceft ( for fhee married her cap.Hed. li.G.

husbands brother)wrought fuch meanes , that bothhee and his brethren

weredeprivedof their lives : but the Lord gave her upto Satan in venge-

ance, fothat theewas prefently poffeffed withhim , andfo continuedtill

her dyingday.

Acertainewoman ofMillaine in Italie hung a youngboy, and after de-

voured him inftead ofmeat , whenas the wanted noneother victuals : and

when ſhe was examined about the crime, the confeffed that a fpirit per-

fwadedher todoe it, tellingher, that after it the fhould attaine untowhat-

foever thedefired : for which murder theewas tormented todeath bya lin-

gring andgrievous puniſhment. This Arlanusreportethtohavehappened

inhis time. And furely howfoever openly the Divell (hewethnot himselfe,

yet he is the mover and perfwaderofall murders,andcommonlythedoctor.

Q 3
For
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Hiftorie of

France,

ninth.

Forheedelighteth in mens blouds and their deftruction,as innothing more.

A gentleman of Chaleur in Foffignie, beingin the Duke of Savoyes

army, in September the yeare of our Lord 1589, andgrieving to behold

the cruelties which were exercifed upon the poore inhabitants of that

countrey , refolved to depart from the faid army : now becauſe therewas

nofafer nor neerer waieforhim, than to croffe the lake to Bonne,he entrea-

ted one of his acquaintance , named Iohn Villaine, to procure him meanes

of fafe paffage overthe lake : who for that purpofe procured twowatermen

totranfport him , withhis horſe , apparell , and other things : beingup-

on the lake, thewatermen, whereof the chiefeftwas called MartinBourrie,

fell uponhim and cut his throat ; Iohn Villaine underſtanding hereof com-

plained to the magiftrates ; but they being foreftalled with a prefent

fromthe murderer , of the gentlemans horfe, whichwas of great value,

made no inquifition into thematter, but faid, that heewas an enemywhich

was difpatched and fo the murderers were juftified ; but Godwould not

leave it fo unpunished : for about the fifteenth ofIuly 1591 , this Bourrie
go-

ingwith divers others to fhoot for a wager, ashee was charging the har-

quebufe whichhee had robbed the gentleman ofwhen hee murdered him,

it fuddenly diſcharged of it felfe , and ſhot the murderer through theheart,

fo that hee fell downe ſtarke dead, and never ſtirred nor fpake word.

In the first troubles of France , agentleman of the troups which befie-

ged Moulins in Bourbonnois , wastakenwith fickeneffe , in fuch fort that

Charles the hee could not follow his company when they diflodged and lying at a

Bakers houfe which profeffed much friendship and kindneffe to him,

hee put fuchconfidence inhim, that heefhewedhim all the money that he

had but fo farre was this wretch from either confcience or common ho-

neftie,that affoone as it was night hee moft wickedly murdered him. Now

marke how God revenged it : it happened not long after, that the murderer

beingin fentinell, oneof his owne fellowes unawares fhot him through the

armewith aharquebufe, whereofhe languiſhed theſpace ofthree moneths,

andthen died ſtarkemad.

Thefame hi-

ftoric.

The fame hi-

ftorie.

The town ofBourges being yeeldedby Monfieur D'yvoy, during the firſt

troubles in France, the inhabitants were inhibited from talking together,

eitherwithin orwithout the towne, orfrom being above two together at a

time: under colour ofwhich decree manyweremoſt cruelly murdered : And

a principall actor herein was one Garget captaine of the Bourbonne quar-

ter, who made a common practiſe of killing innocent men , under that

pretence. But ſhortly after , the Lord that heareth thecrie of innocent

bloud met with him : for hee was ftricken with a burning fever , and

ranne up and downe blafpheming the Name of God , calling upon the

Divell, and crying out if anywouldgoe alongwithhim to hell , hee would

payhis charges ; and fo diedin defperate and franticke manner.

Peter Martin, oneof the Queries of the King of France his ſtable , and

Poſt-mafter at a place called Lynge, in the way towards Poyctou, up-

on a fleight accufation , without all juft forme of lawfull proceffe , was

condemned by a Lordto bee drowned : TheLord commanded one of his

Faulkners to executethis fentence uponhim , upon paine tobee drowned

himfelfe :whereupon he performed his maſterscommand : But God defer-

red not the revenge thereoflong; forwithin three daies after, this Faulkner

and a Lackey falling out about the deadmans apparell, went into the field

and
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and flew one another . Thushe that wasbut the inftrument of that murder.

wasjustly punished : how much more is it likely that theauthor eſcaped.

notfcot free,except theLordgavehim a heart truely to repent ?

It hathbeene obferved in the hiftory of France , fincethe yeare of our

Lord 1560 , that of a thouſand murders. which remained unpuniſhed in

regard ofmen, not tenne of them efcaped the hands of God , but came to

moftwretched ends.

205

Inthe yeareofour Lord 1546 Iohn Diazim , a Spaniard bybirth, living

a ſtudent and Profeffor in Paris , came firft to Geneva , and thento Stras-

brough , andthere by the grace of Gods fpirit fawhis Sorbonicall errors,

and renouncedthem ; betaking himselfe to the profeffion ofthe purer reli-

gion,and thecompany and acquaintance ofgodly men : amongſtwhom was

Bucerthat excellent man , whofent him alfotoNurnburge , to overſee the

printing of a booke whichhewas to publish.Whileft Diazin lived at this

Nurnburge ( a city fcituat uponthe river Dimow) his brother, a lawyer, steid.libaté

and judgelaterall to the Inquifition, by name Alphonfus ,came thither, and

by all meanes poffible endevoured to diffuade him from his religion,and to

reduce him againe to Popery. But the goodman perfifted in the truth not-

withſtanding all his perfwafions andthreats : whereforethefubtill fox took:

another courſe,and faininghimselfe to be converted alfoto his religion,ex-

horted him togoewith him into Italy,wherehe mightdo muchgood;orat

the leaft to Anguft : but bythe counfell ofBucer and his friends he waskept

back,otherwife willingto follow his brother.Wherefore Alphonfus depar-

ted,and exhorted himto conftancy and perfeverance, giving him alfo four-

teene crowns to defray his charges.Now thewolfehad not been threedayes

abfent,whenhe hired a rakehell andcommonbutcher, andwithhim flew a-

gainto Nurnburge in poft haft : and comming tohis brothers lodging, de-

livered him a letter, whichwhileft he read , the villain his confederat cleft

his head in pieces with anaxe,leavinghim dead uponthe floore, and fo fled

with allexpedition .Howbeit theywereapprehended, yet quit bythePopes

juſtice (fo holy and facred arethe fruits of his Holineffe) though not bythe

justice ofGod, for within awhile afterheehung himſelfe upon his mules

necke at Trent.

Duke Abrogaftes flew Valentinianthe Emperour of theWeft, and ad-

vanced Eugenius to thecrowne ofthe Empire: but awhile after , thefame

fwordwhich had flain his lord and mafterwas by his ownehands turned ins

to his owne bowels .

Mempriciusthefonne of Madan, the fourthKing of England, then called Lanquet. Chrob

Britaine after Brute, had a brother called Manlius, betwixt whom was great

ftrife forthefoveraigne dominion : butto ridhimselfe of all his trouble at

once, he flew his brother Manlius by treafon, and after continued his raigne

in tyranny and all unlawfull lufts , the spaceoftwentyyeeres : but although

vengeance all this whilewinked, yet it fleptnot, forat the end ofthis fpace,

as hewas hunting, hewasdevoured ofwilde beaſts .

Inthe yeareof our Lord God 745 one Sigebert was authoriſed kingof

theSaxons in Britaine, a cruell andtyrannous Prince towards his fubje&s.

and one that changed the antient Lawes and cuftomes of his Realme after

his owne pleaſure and becauſe a certaineNobleman fomewhat ſharpely

advertiſed him of his evillconditions , heemaliciouſly caufed him tobee

put todeath. But fee howthe Lord revenged this murder , hee caufed his

Nobles
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and forlorne perfon , wandring alone in a wood , tobe flaine ofa fwine-

heard,whoſe maſter he (beingking) hadwrongfully put to death.

Acts and Mo-

numents.

Ranulphus,

About the yeare ofour Lord 793 Ethelbert king of the Eaft Angles, a

learned and right godly Prince , came to the court of Offa the king of

Mercia , perfwaded bythe counfell of his nobles , tofue forthe marri-

age of his daughter , well accompanied like a prince with a great traine of

men abouthim: whereupon Offa's Queene conceiving a falſe fufpitionof

that whichwas never minded , That Ethelbert underthe pretence of this

marriage , was come to worke fome violence againſt her husband , and

thekingdome of Mercia , fo perfwadedwith king offa and certaine ofhis

Councell that night , that the next dayfollowing Offa caufed him tobe

trained into his palacealone fromhis company , byone called Guymber-

tus , who tooke him and bound him , and after ftrooke off his head

which forthwith heprefented tothe king andQueene. Thus was the in-

nocent King wrongfully murdered , but not without a juft revenge on

Godshand forthe aforefaid Queene , workerof this villany , lived not

three moneths after , and in her deathwas fotormented , that the bit and

rent hertongue in pieceswithher teeth , whichwas theinftrument to fet

abroach that murtherous practife. offa himfelfe underſtanding at length

the innocency of theking , and the hainous cruelty of his fact , gavethe

tenthpart of his goods tothe Church, beftowed upon the Church ofHere-

ford, in remembrance of this Ethelbert, great lands, builded the Abbey of

S. Albons, with certaine other Monafteries befide , and afterward went to

Rome for his penance , wherehee gave to the Churchof S. Peter, a peny

throughevery houſe in his dominion , whichwascommonlycalled Rome-

fhot , or Peterpence, and there at lengthwas. transformedfrom akingto

a monke. Thus God punifhed not onlyhim and hiswife , but thewhole

land, for this vile murder.

Oneprincipall caufe ofthe conqueft of this landbytheNormans , was

avileand horrible murder committedby one Goodwin , an Earle in Eng-

land , upon certaine Mormans that came overwith Alfred and Edward,

to vifit their mother Emma, that had beene married to King Canutu.

This matter thus fell out : When theſe two came from Normandy to

England , to vifit their mother , asI have faid, Earle Goodwin havinga

daughter called Godith, whomhee thought to marryto Edward , and ad-

vance him tothe kingdome, to bring his purpoſe to paffe ufed this pra-

&ife , that is , to perfwade King Hardeknout and theLords , nottofuf-

ferthoſe Normans tobee within the Realme , for jeopardy , but rather

topuniſh them for example : bywhich meanes hee got authorityto or-

der the matter himfelfe: Wherefore hee met themon Guild downe , and

therewretchedly murdered, or rather martyredthe moſtpart of the Nor-

mans, killing nine , and leaving the tenth alive throughout the whole

company ; andthen tythingagainethefaidtyth,he flew everytenth knight,

andthat bycruell torment , as winding theirguts out of their body, after

amoſt favage manner : amongthe reft he put out theeyes ofthe elder of

the two brethren , Alfred, and fent him to an Abbey at Elie;

where being fed with bread and water , hee ere long ended his life.

Now albeit hee obtained his purpoſe hereby ; and married his daugh-

ter to Edward, who was after King , called Edward the Confeffor,

yet
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yet did not Gods juftice fleepe to punish this horrible murder : for hehim-

felfe died not long after fuddenly, having forfworne himfelfe , and the

Normanes with William their Duke ere long came into this Iland, to

revenge this murder , as alfo to claime a right of inheritance bequeathed

untohimby Edwardhis Nephew andhow hee fucceeded , andwhat mife-

ry he brought this whole Nation unto , who knoweth not. But heere is

the jufticeof God : Asthe Normans commingwith a naturall Engliſh

Prince , weremost cruelly and barbaroufly murdered of Engliſhmen ; fo

afterwards the Englishmen were flaine and conquered , by the Normans

commingwitha forreine King,beingnoneoftheir naturall countrey.

Inthe yeare of our Lord five hundred threefcore and eighteene, Childe-

richKingofFrance caufed a Nobleman of his Realme, called Bolyde, to bee

boundto aftake , and there beaten to death , without the pretence ofany

juft crime or accufation against him : For which cruelty his Lords and

Commons , being grievously offended , confpired together, andflewhim

and his wifeas theywere hunting.

In the raigne of Edwardthe fecond and Edwardthe third, Sir Roger Mor-

timer committed many villanous outrages , in fhedding much humane

bloud: buthe was alfojuftly recompenced inthe end ; firft he murdered

King Edwardthe fecond , lying in Barkeley Caftle , tothe endhemight,

as it was fuppofed , enjoy Ifabel hiswife , withwhom hehad very fufpi-

tious familiarity. Secondly , he caufed Edward the third to conclude a di-

fhonorable peace with theScots , by reſtoring them all their ancient wri-

tings , charters , and patents , whereby the Kings of Scotland hadbound

themſelves to be feudaries tothe Kings of England. Thirdly , he accuſed

EdmandEarle ofKent, uncleto King Edward, oftreafon , and cauſed him

unjustly to beeput todeath. And laftly he confpi redagainſt the King to

worke his deftruction ; forwhichand diversother things that werelaidto

his charge he was worthily and juſtlybeheaded .

Inthe reigne of Henry the fixt , Humfreythe good duke of Glouceſter,

and faithfull protectour of the King, bythemeanes ofcertaine malicious

perfons , towit , the Queene, the Cardinall of Wincheſter , and eſpeci-

ally the Marqueffe of Suffolke , ( as it was fuppofed ) was arrested , caft

intohold , and ftrangled to death in the Abbey of Bure : Forwhich caufe

the Lords hand of judgement was upon them all for the Marqueffewas

not onely banishedthe land for the fpaceof five yeares , but alſo baniſhed

outof his life for ever ; for as hee failed towards France, heewas met

withall by a Ship of Warre , and there preſently beheaded , and the

dead corps caft up at Dover; that England wherein he had committed

the crime, might be a witneffe of his punishment. The Queene , that

thought bythis meanes to preferve her husband in honour , and her felfe

ineftate , thereby both loft her husband and her ſtate : her husband loft

his realme ; and the Realme loft Anjou , Normandy , with all other

places beyond the fea , Calice onely excepted. As for the Cardinall,

who wasthe principall artificer of all this mifchiefe, he lived not long

after ; andbeing onhis death bed , murmured and grudged againſt God,

asking wherefore heefhould die , having fo much wealthand riches and

faying , That if thewhole Realmewould favehis life , he was ableeither

bypolicyto get it , or by riches to buy it : but death would not be bri

bed; for all his aboundant treaſure he died miferably , more like a Heathen

than
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than a Chriſtian, without any fhewof repentence. Andthus was thegood

Dukes death revenged upon the princiall procurers thereof.

Asthe murder of agentleman in Kent, called mafter Ardenof Fever-

fham, was moſt execrable, fo thewonderfull diſcovery thereof wasexceed-

ing rare. This Ardenbeingfomewhat aged, had to wife ayoungwoman,

no leffe faire thandifhoneft , whobeing in lovewith one Mosbie morethan

her husband, did not onely abuſe his bed, but alſo confpired his deathwith

this hercompanion : for together they hired a notorious Ruffin, one Blacke

Will, toftrangle himtodeathwith atowellas hewas playing a gameat ta-

bles:whichthough fecretlydone , yet byher owne guilty confcience,and

fome tokens of bloud which appeared in his houfe , was foone difcovered

andconfeffed. Wherefore the her felfewasburnt at Canterbury : Michael,

mafter Ardensman, was hanged in chaines at Feverfham : Mosbie andhis

fifter were hanged in Smithfield : Greene another partner in this bloudy

action was hanged in chaines in the high wayagaiuft Feverfham : And

BlackeWilltheRuffian, after his firft efcape, wasapprehended and burnton

afcaffoldat Flushingin Zeeland. Andthus all the murderers had theirde

ferved duesin this life , andwhat they endured inthe lifeto come (except

they obtained mercybytrue repentance) is eafieto judge.

CHA. XI.

Oftheadmirablediscovery ofMurders.

S the Lordhath fhewed himselfe a moft juft Judge, in

puniſhingmoſt ſeverely this horrible finne of thed+

dingmans bloud, fohathhealwaies declared his dete

ſtation thereof, andhis will to have it puniſhed by

thoſewhoare in his ftead uponthe earth, andhave the

fwordofvengeancecommitted unto them : byhis mi-

raculousandfupernaturall deteЯing of fuchmurder

ers from timetotime , whohave carried theirvilla-

nies foclofely, asthe eye ofman couldnot efpythem : plainely fhewing

thereby, that thebloudoftheflaine criethtothe Lordfor vengeance from

the earth , as Abels did uponCain and that God will have that law ftand

true and firme , whichhe made almoftbeforeall other lawes : Bethatfbed>

dethmansbloud, by manfhall his bloudbefbed. IfI fhould committowriting

all the examples of this kinde , which either are recordedin Authors , or

whichdaylyexperience dothofferunto us , it wouldrequire rather a full

Bookethan a fhort Chapter for that fubject : Andtherefore I will be con

tent withſome few, andthoſefortruth moſtcredible , and yet for ſtrange-

neffe moſt incredible.

Andto begin withour ownecountrey : About the yeare of our Lord

867, acertaine Nobleman oftheDanes, ofthe kings ftock, called Lothebro-

cas, father toluguarand Habba,entring upon a certainetimewith his hawke

into a cockboat alone , by chance through tempeft was driven with his

hawketothe coaft of Northfolke in England , namedRodham : where be-

ingfound,anddetained,hewas prefented toking Edmund, that raigned over

the Eaft-Angles in Northfolke and Suffolkeat that time . TheKing (ashee

was
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was ajuft and good man) underſtanding his parentage, and feeing his caufe,

entertained him in bis Court accordingly and everyday more andmore

perceivinghis activity , and great dexterity in hunting andhawking , bare

fpeciall favourunto him : infomuch that the Kings Faulconer bearingpri-

vymalice againsthim, for this caufe,fecretly as they were hunting together

in awood, did murther him, andthrewhim in abush. Lothebroke being thus

murthered , aud fhortly miffed inthe Kings houfe , no tydings could be

heardof him , untill it pleafed God to reveale the murther byhis dog :

which continuing in thewoodwith the corps ofhis Mafter, at fundrytimes

cameto the Court , and faunedon the King: fothat the Kingfufpecting

ſomeſuch matter,at length followed the trace ofthehound,andwasbrought

to the place where Lothebroke lay. Whereupon inquifition being made,

at lengthby fome circumstances of words , and other fufpitions , itwas

knownethat hewas murdered by Berike the Kings Faulconer : who for his

puniſhment he was fet intothe fameboat of Lothebroke alone , and fo com-

mitted tothe mercy ofthe fea : but the fea more mercifull to him thanhe

wasto Lothebroke , carriedhim directly to the coaft of Denmarke , from

whence Lothebroke came ; asit werethere to be puniſhed forhis murder.

Heretheboat of Lothebroke beingwell knowne, hands were lay upon him,

andbytormentshewasenquired into : but heetofave himselfe, uttered an

untruthof King Edmund ; faying , That the King had puthim to death in

Northfolke.Whereupon revenge was devifed , and to that end anarmyof

men prepared andfent over: whichwasthe firft occafion of the Danes ar-

rivall in this land. Thus was this murther wonderfully diſcovered by

meanes ofa dog.

209

Plutarchin his book Defolertiaauimalium , reporteth thelike ftory ofa Plutarcb.So=

fouldierofKing Pyrrhus, whobeingflain, his dogdifcoveredthemurder- leria animro

ers : forwhen as the dogcouldbyno meanes bebroughtfrom thedeadbo-

dy,but fauninguponthe King , as it weredefiring helpe at his hand ; the

Kingcommanded all his Armyto- paffeby ingoodorderbytwo and two,

till at length the murtherers cames and then thedog flew upon them fo

fiercely, as ifhewould have tornethem inpieces ; andturningtotheking,

ranne againe upon the murderers. Whereupon being apprehended and

examined, theyfoone confeffedthe fact, and received condigne puniſhment

for their defert . Plutarch afcribeth this tothe fecret of Natures inſtinct :

but wemuſt rather attribute both this and allfuch like , tothemighty fin

gerofGod. who to terrifie menfrom fhedding humanebloud, doth ſtirre

up thedumbe creatures to be revealers oftheir bloudy finne.

The like ftory the fame Author reportethof the murder of the Poet

Hefiod,whobeing flaine bythefonnes of Ganytor, the murder, though fe-

cret , and the Murderers , thoughunknowne toall the world favetoGod

and their owne confcience, were diſcovered and brought to punishment by

the means ofa dog which belonged tohimthat was murdered.

•

Thefame.

The likealfo wereade of two French Merchants, which travailingtoge- Blondus:

ther througha certaine Wood , one of them roſe againſt the other forthe

defire ofhismony , and fo flewhim , and buriedhim but the Dogofthe

murdered Merchantwould not depart from the place,but filledtheWoods

with howlings and cryes. Themurderer went forwardon his jouruey, and

theInhabitants neere the faidWood , found out themurdered corps , and

alfo the Dog, whomthey tcokeup and nouriſhed till the Fairewasdone

and
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Blondus.

Luther.

Plutarch.

and the Merchants returned ; at which time they watched the Highwayes,

having the Dog with them : who feeing the murtherer , inftantly made

force at him without all provocation , as a manwould doeat his mortall

enemy : whichthing caufed the people to apprehend him ;whobeingexa-

mined
, confeffedthefact , and received condigne puniſhment for fofoule

a deed.

The fame Author reporteth yet a more memorable and ſtrange ſtoryof

another murder difcovered alfo by the meanes of adogge , which I may

notomit. Therewas (faith hee) a certaine maid neere Paris , whowas be-

loved of twoyoung men ; the one of whom as he was goingto vifite his

love, happenedtobe murdered by theway, andburied : now hisdogwhich

he hadwith him would not depart from the grave ofhis mafter : at the laft

theyoung man being miffed byhis father and brethren , was diligently

fought for ; but not findinghim , at laft they found his doglyingupon his

grave, that howled pittifully as foone as he faw his mafters brother : the

gravewasopened,and thewounded corps found, which wasbrought away,

andcommitted to otherburiall , untill the murderer fhould bedefcryed:

Afterward, inproceffe of time, thedogge in the prefenceofthe dead mans

brethren efpied the murderer,and prefently affaultedhimwithgreat fierce-

neffe: Whereuponhe was apprehended , and examined , andwhenbyno

meanes nor policyhe would confeffe , the magiftrate adjudged, That the

youngman and the dogge fhould combate together : The doggewas cover-

edwithadryfod skinne in fteadofarmour,andthe murderer with a fpeare,

andon hisbodyathinne linnen cloth ; and fotheybothcame forthto fight:

butbehold thehandof vengeance: the inan offeringat the doggewith his

fpeare, thedogge leaped prefently at his face , andcaught him faftbythe

throat , and overthrewhim: whereat thewretch amafed, cryedout tothe

beholders, Take pity on me , and pull off the dogge frommythroat , and

I willconfefleall : the whichbeingdone, he declaredthe cauſe and manner

ofthewhole murder, and for thefamewas defervedly put to death.

All theſe murders were diſcovered bydogges , the Lord ufingthem as

inftruments to reveale his juftice and vengeance upon this bloudy finne,

but thefe following byother meanes : The murder ofthe Poet Ibycus was

detected by Cranes ; as you mayfee inthe 36 chapter of this bookemore

at large fet forth.

Luther recites fuch anotherſtory asthat ofIbycns, ofa certain Almaigne,

who intravelling fell amongtheeves , whichbeing about to cut his throat,

the poore mane pied a flight ofCrows, and faid, O Crows I takeyoufor wit-

neffes andrevengers ofmy death. About two or threedaies after,theſe mur-

dering theeves drinking inan Inne , acompanyofCrows cameand lighted

on the top ofthehoufe : whereuponthe theeves beganto laugh andfayone

toanother,Lookeyonder aretheywhich muft revengehis death, whomwe

difpatched the other day.TheTapfter over-hearingthem, told it to thema-

giftrat ;who prefently caufed themtobe apprehended, and upon their dif

agreeingin fpeeches and contrary anfwers, urged them fofar,that theycon-

feffed thetruth, and receivedtheir deferved puniſhment.

Therewas oneBeffu (as Plutarchreporteth ) who having killed his fa-

ther, was brought both to knowledge and punishment bythe meanes of

Swallowes : for his guiltyconfcience perfuaded him, that the Swallowes in

their chattering languagedid fay toone another , That Beffushad killed his

father :
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father: whereupon not able to conceale his owne guiltineffe , hee be- 211

wrayedhis horriblefact : andwasworthily and defervedly for the fame put

to death.

Lib.5.c.20

But ofall the examples that either reading or experience can afford,none in

myopinion is either more admirable, or a more clearer teftimony ofGods Pefquier,

providence & juftice, than that which hapned about a Lucquois Merchant, Recerche ,

who commingout ofEngland to Roan in France, andfrom thence making

towards Paris,was in theway,on a mountain neer to Argentueil,murdered

by a Frenchman his fervant,and his body throwne amongſt theVines. Now

as this fact was a doing,a blind man ranby,being led by his dog ; who hea-

ring onegroane,askedwho itwas ? Whereunto the murderer anfwered,

that it was a ficke mangoingto eafe himfelfe. Theblind man thus deluded,

went hisway,and thefervant withhis mafters money, and with Papers of

his takes up at Paris a good fumme ofmoney,and fets up a fhop at Roane.

Nowthis Merchant being expected at Luca a whole yeare together , whi-

ther he had fentword he wouldfhortly repaire ; whenhecamenot , a meſ-

fengerwas difpatched to feekehim out ; and after muchenquiry at London

andRoan,andelsewhere,he learnt at laft in an Inne , that a Lucquois Mer-

chant about fixe moneths before had lodged there, andwas goneto Paris :

where alfo not hearing any tydings ofhim, he fufpected that he was mur-

thered,& made his complaint tothe Court ofParliament at Roan:Which

imbracingthis bufineffe ( beingdirected by Gods providence ) made en-

quiryupanddownetheTowne, Whether therewere any thatwithin feven

or eight moneths had fetupa new fhop ; and finding one , cauſedhim to

bearreſted for a fuppofed anda pretended debt : but in the end examined

himupon
this murther,and laid it to his charge : herewiththe prifoner,fo-

licited partlybythe remorfe ofhis confcience, & partlybyhope offreeing

himfelfe by a bribe,confeffed thefact in private tothe Juftice but as foone

as he perceived that he went about to call in witneſſes to his confeffion, hee

denyed it againe inbriefe,the newMerchant is committed to prifon, and

he fueththe Juftice for forgerie and falfe imprisonment : the Justicecan

byno meanes clearehimselfe,but onely by the affurance that all men had

ofhis honeſty. The matter hangs thus in fufpence, till at lengththe dead

carkaffe ofthe Lucquois was heard of, and theblind man al cametolight

whoheard thenoyfe ofthe murther: to makeſhort , this blind manwas

brought to confront the prifoner; andtwentymen were cauſed to ſpeake

one after another , and ftill theblinde man was demaunded,whether hee

knewtheir voices,and faid,That thatwasthemanthat anſwered him onthe

mountaine. This courfe beingofttimes re-iterated , the blind manhit al-

wayes onthe right,and never miffed. Whereupon the Court condemned

him to death,and beforehedyedheconfeffed the fact, tothe great glory of

Gods Juſtice , and the great amazement and ſtrange aftoniſhment ofall

men.

lib.s.c.20.

At Paris, inthe yeare ofour Lord 1551 , a certaine young woman was

brainedbya manwith a hammer , neere unto Saint Opportunes Church, Pasquier,

as thewas goingto midnight Maffe, andall her rings and jewels taken from Recerches,

her : This hammerwas ftolnefroma poore Smiththereby the fame eve-

ning ; whotherefore being fufpected of themurder, was cruelly handled,

andput to extraordinarytorture, by reafonof thevehement prefumptions

made against him ; in fuch fort , that heewas quite lamed and deprived

R
of
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212 ofthe meanes toget his living ; whereby being reduced into extreame po-

verty,he ended his life in greatmifery. All this while the murderer re-

mained unknowne almoſt for theſpace of twenty yeares, and the memory

ofthe murder feemed to beburied with the poore woman in her grave :

now markethejuftice of God,who hath promiſed,that nothing fhall be fo

hid but fhall be brought to light. It hapned,that one Iohn Flaming, Serge-

ant ofthe Subfidies at Paris,beingupon occafion of buſineffe at S. Leups,

aVillagebyMontmorency, chanced among othertalke at Supper to fay,

how he had left his wife at homeficke,and no bodywithherbut a littleboy:

there was anold man then prefent,named Monftier, and afonne inlaw of

his, who immediatly upon this fpeech went away that night, witheach of

them abasket ofcherries and agreenegoofe,and came about ten ofthe clock

the next morning to Flamings houfe,where they intended to murder beth

thewoman andthe boy, andto poffeffe themfelves ofall thegoods that they

couldconveniently carrieaway:butthe Lord prevented them oftheir pur-

pofe: for being let in at thedores bytheboy, pretending that theycame

from the husband with thoferemembrances tohiswife,they preſently flew

the boy,thinking alfo to furpriſethe woman;but the hearingthe cryofthe

boy, lockt faft her chamber dore,and cried for helpe out at her window,

whereupon the neighbors running to the houfe tooke theſe two villaines ,

one hidden inthe funnell ofthe Chimney ; andthe other in aWell in the

Cellar,with nothingbut his nofe abovewater. Nowthefe two wretches be-

ingthus apprehended,arraigned,andcondemned , being on the fcaffold at

the place ofexecution,the old man defired to fpeakewith the Smithes wi-

dow, whofe husband was fufpected for the first murder : ofwhom when ſhe

came, heeasked forgiveneffe ; faying, that it was hewhichhad killed the

youngwomanby S. Opportune's Church. Thus the Lord diſcovered both

the innocency of the Smith,andtheguiltineffe of this vile murderer , and

thattwentyyeeres after the factwas committed.

Not long fince the like difcovery ofamurderer was made here in Eng-

land in Leicestershire,not farre from Lutterworth, almosttwenty yeeres

afterthe fact committed,The murder was committed by a Milleruponone

in his Mill,whom he buried inthe groundhard by: This Miller removed

unto another countrey,and there dwelt a longspace,untill at laft guided by

God's Almightyprovidence,to the manifeſtation ofhis juftice, he returned

unto that place to vifit fomeofhis friends. Nowinthe meanetimewhileft

he was there,the Miller thatnow poffeffed the former Mill,had occafionto

digdeepe intotheground,wherehe found the carkaffe ofadead man , pre-

fently itwasfufpected that fomehadbeene murdered,andwasthere buried:

whereupon the Lord put it into their hearts to remember , how about

twentyyeares before a certaine neighbour of theirs was fuddenly miffed,

and could neverbeheard of, infomuch that allfuppofed him tohave beene

dead in fome ſtrange countrey : this carkaffe they fufpected to be his , and

bethinkingthemselveswhowasthen Miller of that Mill , behold he was

there ready inthetowne,not havingbeen thereformany yeares before. This

manwasfufpected,nd thereupon examined,and without much adoe confef-

fedthefact,and received deferved puniſhment.

Who feeth nothere manifeft tracesand footſteps of Gods providence ?

Firft in reducing the murderer to that place at that time : Secondly, in

firring up the Miller to digge at the fame time alfo : thirdly, in

put-
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putting into the hearts of the peoplethemiffingoffuch aman , whoſe me-

morywas almoft forgotten : and laftly,in caufingthemurderer to confeffe

his deed,when as noproofe nor witneffe could bebrought againſt him : but

here is the juftice ofGod against allfuch, Vengeancewill not fuffer the mur- A&s 28.4.

dererto live.

}

Henry Ranzovius,Lieutenant for theKing ofDenmarke inthe Duchie of Ranzovius.

Holface,makes relation in a letterofhis, of an ordinary meanes of finding

out Murderers,practifed in thekingdome ofDenmarkbyKing Christiernus

the fecond , and permitted over all his Kingdome ; theoccafion whereof

(he faith ) was this : Certaine Gentlemen being on anevening together

in a ſtove, fell out amongthemselves, andfromwords grewtoblowes (the

Candlesbeingput out ) infomuch that oneofthemwas ftabbed with a pu-

nyard. Now the deed doer was unknowne by reafonof the number ; al-

though the Gentleman accuſed a Purfevant ofthe Kings for it, whowas one

ofthem in the ftove. The Kingto findeout thehomicide , caufed them all

to come together in the ftove, andſtanding round about the dead Corps,

hecommanded that they ſhould one after another lay their right hand on

the flain Gentlemans nakedbreafts, fwearing they had not killed him :the

Gentlemendid fo,and no figneappeared towitneffe againstthem ; the Pur-

fevant onely remained , who condemned before in hisowne confcience,

went first ofall and kiffed the dead mans feet, but as foone as he layed his

handon hisbreaft, the blood gushed forth in abundance, both out ofhis

woundand nofthrils,fo that urged bythis evident accufation , he confeffed

themurder, andbythe Kings owne fentencewas incontinently beheaded :

whereupon ( as I faid before ) aroſe that practife which is now ordinary in

many places offindingout unknowne Murders ; which by the admirable

power ofGodare forthe moſt part revealed, eitherby the bleeding ofthe

corpes,ortheopeningoftheeye, orfome other extraordinary figne,as daily

experience doth teach.

Theat.bißt.

The fameAuthour reporteth another example farremore ftrange, inthe

fame letterwritten to DavidChytress ,whichhappened at Itzehow in Den-

marke. A Travellerwas murdered bythe high-way fide , and becauſe the

murderer couldnotbe foundout,the Magiftrates ofItzehow caufed the bo

dy tobe taken up, and one of the hands to be cut off, which was carried

intothe prifonofthe Towne, and hungup byaftring in one of the Cham-

bers about ten yeares after,themurderer commingupon fome occafion in

tothe prifon, the handwhichhadbeen a longtimedrybegantodropblood

on the Table that ſtood underneath it which the Gaolerbeholding, ſtayed

the fellow, and advertiſed the Magiftrates ofit ; who examininghim, the Phi.Lonicer.

murderer givingglory to God,confeffed his fact, andfubmitted himselfeto Fidesfitapud

the rigour ofthe Law , which was inflicted on him,as he very well de- borem,

ferved.

ftrange,yet

AtWinfheime in Germany, a certaine Theefe after many Robberies notincredi

and Murders committedbyhimupon Travellers and Womenwithchilde, ble,fince God

wenttothe Shambles beforeEafter,andbought three Calvesheads, which can as well

when hee put into a Waller , they feemed tothe ftanders by tobemens headsinto

heads : whereuponbeing attached and fearched bythe Officers, andhe ex- mens,as arod

amined how hee came bythem , anfwered andprovedby witneffes, that into a fer-

hee bought Calvesheads , and how they were transformed hee knewPentorwas

not : whereupon the Senate amazed, not fuppofing this miracle to blood,

R 2 arife

Though

turne Calves
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Lonicer.

arifeofnaught,caft the party into prifon, and tortured him to make him

confeffewhat villany he had committed ; who confeffed indeed at laft his

horrible murders , and was worthily puniſhed for the fame, and thenthe

heads recoveredtheir old fhapes. When I readthis ſtory,I was halfe afraid

to fet it downe,leaſt I ſhouldſeeme to infert fables into this ſerious Treatife

ofGods Judgements : but feeing the Lord doth often worke miraculouſly

for the difclofing ofthis foule finne,I thought that it would not ſeeme alto-

gether incredible.

Anothermurderer at Tubingbetrayed his murder by his owne fighes,

whichwere fo deepe and inceffant, in griefe not ofhis fact, but ofhis fmall

booty,that beingbut asked the queſtion,he confeffed the crime, and under-

went worthypuniſhment.

Anothermattherer in Spainwas difcoveredbythe trembling ofhis heart;

forwhen many were fufpected ofthe murder, and all renounced it , the

Judge caufed all their breaſts tobe opened,andhim in whom he faw moſt

trembling ofbreft, he condemned,whoalſo could not deny the fact,but pre-

fently confeffed the fame.

At Ifenacumacertaine yongman being in love with a maid, and not ha-

vingwherewithto maintainher,ufed this unlawfull meanes to accompliſh

hisdefire ; upona night heflew his hoft, and throwing his body into a Cel-

lar,tooke away all his money , andthen hafted away; but the terrour of

his owne confcience and the judgement of God fobefotted him,that hee

couldnot ſtirre a foot untill hewas apprehended. Atthe fametime Mar-

tin Luther and Philip Melancthon abode at Ifenacum,andwere eye-witneffes

ofthis miraculousjudgement, whoalfofo dealtwith this murderer,that in

mofthumbleand penitent confeffion ofhis finnes,and comfort offoule,he

ended his life.

By all thefe examplesweefee , how hard it is fora murderer to eſcape

without his reward : whenthe juftice ofman is either too blinde , that it

cannot fearch out the truth,or too blunt, that it doth not ſtrike with feve-

ritytheman appointed unto death , then the juftice ofGodrifethup , and

withhis ownearme he discovereth andpunifheththe murderer ; yea,rather

than he fhalfgoe unpunifhed , fenceleffe creatures and his owneheartand

tongue rife to give fentence against him. I doubt not but daily experi-

ence inall places affordeth manymoreexamples to this purpoſe, and efpe-

ciallytheexperience ofour Judges in criminall caufes,who have continuall

occafion ofunderſtanding fuch matters in their Circuits : but theſe fhall

fuffice for our prefent purpoſe.

dygodr

omni bron

szelnoni

25% 19.7 4

to

CHAP. XII.

Offusbashavemurderedthemselves.

Hen theLaw faith, Thoushalt not kill,it not onelycondemneth the

killingofothers,but much more ofour felves:for charity fprin-

geth from a mans felfe ; & therfore if theybeguilty ofmurder

that
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Ang.decivit.

lib.1.cap.26.

that fpill the bloud ofothers , much more guilty arethey before God that

thedtheir ownebloud : and if nature bindethus to preferve the life of all

menas muchas lyeth in ourpower , thenmuchmore arewe boundto pre-

ferve our owne lives , fo long as God fhall give us leave. We are here fet

inthis life as fouldiers inaſtation , without the licence of our Captaine

we muſt not depart : our foule is maried to the bodybythe appointment

ofGod, nonemuſt prefumeto put afunderthoſewhom God hath coupled :

and our life is committed to us as a thingin truft, we muſt not redeliver it,

nor part with it , untill he require it againe at our hands that gave it into

ourhands. Saint Auguftine in his firft Booke De Civitate Dei , dothmoſt

ftronglyevince and prove , That for no caufe voluntary death is tobe unt

dertaken: neither toavoid temporalltroubles , leaſt we fall intoeternall ;

nor for fearetobe pollutedwith the finnes ofothers, left by avoidingother

mensfinnes , we encreaſe our owne ; nor yet for our owne finnes that are

paft , for the whichwe have more need of life that wemight repent of

them : nor laftly: for the hope of a better life , becauſe theywhich are

guilty of their ownedeath , a better life is not prepared for them. Theſe

be the words of Auguftine : wherein he alledgeth foure caufes , by

which men are mooved to this unnaturall act ; and concludeth , that for

noneofthem , nor for any other caufe whatfoever , a man ought to layvio+

lent and bloudy hands upon himfelfe ; yea , concludeth peremptorily,

that a better life after death dothnot receive fuch , to wit , that wilfully

anddefperately murderthemſelves , anddie without repentance , as com

monlytheydoc. But here it is to beobferved , that manywhichfeeme to

make awaythemſelves , are murdered and madeawaybytheDivell , and

notbythemſelves : for otherwife it werenot poffible that they should pes

rifh foftrangely as theydoe : aswhen fome have beene banged with their

knees almoft touching the ground; others upon a weake twigge , not

ftrongenough to beare the weight of thetenth partof theirbody; others

beene drowned ina puddleof water : which plainely fheweth , that the

Divell, either as the principall actor , or at least as a helper , was the

procurerof their murders , and not alwayes themselves : And therefore 21.85ming a

I muſt needs fay with Luther , That bothcharity and confciente inhibites

refolutely to judge all fuch to bedamned that feeme tohave made havocke

oftheir owne lives ; for themercyof Godis incomprehenfible, andwhy

may henot favethe foules ofthem , whofe bodies he gave leave to the Di-

vell to torment , yea to deftroy ? Befides , we read of many holy woighid i

men , who inthe timeof perfecutioncaft themſelves into thedeep ftream

to preferve their chaſtity from theviolence of thewicked perfecutours ,

and yet were reputed in the Church for holy Martyrs . Saint Augu

fines judgement is worthy tobe learned and imitated of all concerning

this matter , whothus defineth the cafe: Ofthefe (faith be) 4dare worch

nothingrafbly: it may be the Churchof God was perfwaded by divine authority

toreceive them into the number of Martyrs ; orit may bethey did this act , notbe

ing deceived, afterthe manner ofmen , but being commandedof God, noter

ring, but obeying; as alfoweareto judge ofSampson now when Godbiddeth,

and without all doubt makes knownehis will, who can call this obedience

a crime ?whocanaccuſe a duety of piety ? But alittle after hegiveth a ca- ¿quasinë

veat, Ne divina iußio ullo nutei incerto that is, that webefureGod bids ; for

oftentimesthe divelltranflates himselfintoan Angelloflight,andwil feine

R 3

T

C

amef

81.1.2 1

61.8
1



Offuchas have The Theatreof

Z16

1 Sam.31.4.

a meffage from God , whichproceedeth from his ownemalice . All this is

to beconceived only touchingthat extraordinary cafe ofthofe holy women

that drownedthemſelves , and yet were held for Martyrs in the Churchof

God: as for others that fhall wilfully and wofully fhed their owneblouds,

and rob themſelves ofthat precious jewell of life which God hath given

themto keep, no doubtbut as they commit a horrible and hainous crime,

fo they incurre a horrible and fearefulljudgement : yea,thevery act it felfe

is both a crime and a judgment;a crime deferving a further judgment, even

eternall damnation in hell fire ; and a judgement and puniſhment of fome

notable finnes committedbythem before, andof an ungodly and wicked

life unrepented of.The drifttherfore& purpoſe oftheſe examples follow-

ing is this, to fhew how the Lord punifhethoftentimes inmen anungodly

life with voluntary and wilfull murder ofthemſelves,and this wilfullmur-.

der ofthemſelves with eternall damnation after this life ended, as a juft re-

compenceoftheir deferts ; and all to teach us repentance, the onely means

to prevent boththeſe.

Thefirft we reade of in holy Scripture that cruelly murdered himſelfe

with his ownehands,was KingSaul;who,as it is recorded ofhim,was amoſt

wicked man and a Tyran : for being chofen from among allthe people of

Ifraelto be Kingbythe Lords owne appointment,and advanced as it were

fromthe Ploughtothe Scepter, helike a moft ungratefull wretch kicked

against his advancer, and rebelled against his God that had done ſo great

things for him : yea, hee not onely contemned his lawes, and caft his

commandements behind his backe,but alfo proved amoft cruell Tyran,and

fhedmuch innocent blood : amongst the rest ofhis cruelties, this wasthe

chiefe yupon the falfe accufation ofDorgthe Edomite ,he cauſed foure-

fcore and fiveperfons,thatwere Priefts,and wore a linnen Ephod , to bee

flaine at onetime,and Nobthe Citie of the Priests to be fmote with the

edge ofthe fword,bothmanandwoman,childe and fuckling,Oxe and Affe:

yea,fowickedwas he,thatwhen the Lord would not answer him neitherby

Prophets,norby dreames,nor by anyother meanes, hewent totake coun-

1 Sam.28.15. fell ofthe Divell,at the mouth oftheWitchofEndor: for all which his

1 Sam.22.18,

19.

18,19.

abominablewickedneffe ,the Lordgave him over at laft to fo defperate a

minde,that rather thanhewould fall intothe hands of his enemies , he fell

upon his owne fword,and murdered himfelfe

pa

Zimrialfo,the Kingof Ifrael,is fet forthbythe holyGhost to be a wic-

1 King.16.10, ked man,and a traitor :forheconfpired against his maſter Ela, the forme

of Banshu KingofIfrael,and flewhim ashewasdrinking in Tirza, andpro-

claimed himfelfe King in his roome butthe army hearing thereof, made

Omristhe Captaine of the hofte, King : who comming to befiege, Tirza,

wherein Zimriwas,Zimri feeing that the Citie was taken,went intothe

lace of the Kings houfe,and there,together with the houſe burnt himſelfe,

rather than he would fall into thehands ofhis enemy :Nowtheholy Ghoſt

fetteth itdowne in plainewords, that the Lord fent this judgement upon

him for his finnes whichhe had finned, in doing that whichwas evill inthe

ofthe Lord , and walking in the way of Ieroboam , who made Ifrael to

finne

2 Sam.17, 20

I.

Achitophel that great Counsellorof State to King David, ofwhom it is

faid , that the counfelt which he counfelledwas like the Oracle ofGod,

when hee faw that the counfell which hee gave was not followed , but de-

when
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fpifed, hee fadled his Affe , and aroſe and went home into his owne citie,

and put his houthold in order , and hanged himſelfe : And that this was

Gods juftvengeance uponhim forhis former wickedneffe, itmayappeare

bothby his confpiraciewith Abfalom against his liege lord king David,

and alfo that wicked counfel whichbee gave unto him, of going inuntohis

fathers concubines in the fight of the people.
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2 Sam.16.21,

22.

Inthe fecondbooke of the Machabees is recorded a notable ftoryof one 2 Mac.14.37

Razis an Elder of Jerufalem , who is there fet forth tobee a man of very 38.

good report , conftant in religion , a father of the Jewes , and a lover of

the citie : yet notwithstanding, this man ratherthan heewould fall intothe

hands of Nicanor his enemy , murdered himselfe after a moft fearefull and

favage manner, for. firft hee fellupon his fword, andwhenas for haftethat

ftroke difpatched him not , hee ran boldly or rather furioufly tothewall,

and caft himselfe downe headlong ; afterwhich yet breathing , hee got up

on a ſteepe rocke , and rendingout his bowels with his owne hands , threw

them amongst the people , calling upon the Lord of life , that heewould

reftore them againe unto him. Theauthor of that booke commendeth this

fact for a valiant andnoble deed;but furelywee aretaught out of the booke

of GodbyGods fpirit , that it was a moft bloudy, barbarous, and irreli

gious act : for rather fhould a man endure all the reproaches and torments

of anenemy, than embrue his owne hands in his ownebloud ; and there-

fore if hewere not extraordinarilystirreduphereuntobythefpirit of God,

this muſt needs beea juftpuniſhment of fome former finnewhereinhee lay

without repentance , and a forerunner of an eternall punishment after

this life

CHIC

Let us joyne Indas and Pilate together , the onebeingthe betrayer of his

Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift our Saviour,the otherthe condemner ofhim,

and that against his confcience : as theybothagreedin one malicious pra

tife againstthe life of Chrift , fothey difagreed not in offering violence

totheir ownelives : for Indas hangedhimfelfe, and his bowelsgufhed out,

and Pilat beingbaniſhedtoVienna, andoppreffedwith thetorment ofcon- Aas 1.

fcienceand feare ofpunishment for his mifdeeds,to prevent all killed him- Eſeb.

felfe , and fobecame a notable ſpectacle of Gods juftice, and Chrifts in-

nocencie .
Dilio dɔtɔLTO

The Jewes , as they are recorded in Scripture tobeea ftiffe-necked and

ftubborneNation , above all the Nations under the Sunne , fo none were

ever morehardy and daring in this bloudy practife of felfe-murther than

they were ; whichmay bee thought a portion of Godsjuft judgementupon

them for their finnes : three examples of greateſt note I will propound,

whichI thinke can hardly bee matched.

When the City of Jerufalemwas taken by Herodand Sofius , there was

a certaine Jew that had hidden himfelfe in a dennewith hiswifeandfeven Iofephusde

children ; to whomHerodofferedboth life and liberty , ifheewouldcome 1.6.12.13.

forth:but the ftiffe-heartedwretch had rather die than bee captive tothe

Romanes therefore refufing Herods offer , hee first threwdowne his chil-

dren headlong from a high rocke, and burfttheir neckes, next hee fent his

wife after them , and laftly tumbled himselfe upon their carkaffes tomake

upthe tragedie : a horrible and lamentable ſpectacle of a proudand defpe-

rate minde.

The fecond example is nothing inferior to the former. After the fiege

and
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lib.3.6.2.

Fulgof.lib.3.

cap.3.

Liv.lib.26.

and facking of Jotapata by the Romanes , forty Jewes ( amongwhomwas

Iofephusthe writer of this ftory ) having hid themſelves inacave,by mutu-

all confent killed one another, rather than they would fall intothe hands of

theRomanes Iofephus onely, with one other , byhis perfuafion , bygreat

art and induſtry, after the other were flain , proceeded rot in that bloudy

enterprife, but yeelded themſelves tothe mercy ofthe enemies , and fo ef-

capedwiththeir lives. This fearefull obftinacymaywell be imputed to the

juftice ofGodupon them, as fortheir other finnes, fo efpecially for cruci-

fyingthe Lord of life, whofebloud they imprecatedmight fall on them and

on their children.

The third example furpaffeth boththe formerboth in cruelty and obſti-

nacy: Eleazer the Jew after thetaking of Jerufalem fled into thetower of

Meffadawithnine hundred followers beingbefieged thereby Sabinus Fla-

vius, a Roman Captaine , whenhe fawthat the walls were almoſt beaten

downe, andthat therewas no hope of eſcaping, heperfuaded his compani-

ons bya pithy and vehement Oration , and drew themto this refolution,

that tenne fhould be chofenby lot, which fhould kill allthe reft , together

with their wives and children , and that afterward they themselves fhould

kill each other. Theformer part of this Tragedybeing performed, the

furviving tennefirst fet on firetheTower , that no prey might come unto

the enemy (thevictuals only preferved , to the end it might be knowne,

that not hunger, but defperatevalour drewthem to this bloudy maffacre :)

then according totheirappoyntment , bymutuall wounds they difpatched

one another: and offogreat a number not one remained , befides onewo-

manwithher five children, who hearingthe horribleneffe oftheir determi-

nation, hid her felfe in acave inthe ground , and fo efcapedwiththe life of

her felfe andher children, andbecame a reporter ofthiswhole ftory.

The like ftory is recorded byLivie touching the Campagnians ; who

beingbelieged by theRomanes,and conftrained to yeelduptheir Cityunto

them uponcompofition, Fibius, a chiefe nobleman ofthe City,withfeven

and twenty other Senatours , that they might not fall into their enemies

hands, after they had glutted themſelves with wineandgood cheere, dranke

all ofthem poylon, and fobewayling the ftate of their countrey and embra-

cing each other,and taking their laft farewell, died ere theenemieswere re-

ceived intothe city.

Butbes, otherwife called Bogesby Herodotus,Governor ofThracia, being

Fulgaf....2 . befieged in the city Eion,by Cymon the Athenian captaine , tothe endthat

the enemymight receive no benefit nor great glory by his victory , firſt

caufed the city to be fired , and then byone confentthey all killedthem-

felves.So likewifedid Ariarathesking ofCapadocia, whenhewas befieged

byPerdicca. CatoVticenfis , ratherthanhewould fall intothehands of Tuli-

Cafar,his enemy, after his victory over Pompey,fell upon his ownefword,

and flew himfelfe ; having firit read Plato'sbooke ofthe immortalityof the

foule. So likewife did Marcus Antonius, after that hewas overcomeby Au-

guftus. And Cleopatra the Egyptian Queene, when as by her allurements

The could not intice Auguftus to her luft , as fhe had done Anthony , but

perceived that ſhe wasreferved fortriumph , efcapingout ofprifon, and

placingher felfe in her fumptuous fepulchre, neereto the body ofher dead

paramour,fetan Afpetoher leftarme, bythevenomewhereofthe diedas

itwere ina fleepe. Thus the Lord doth infatuatethemindes ofwicked and

ungodly
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ungodlyperfons,andfuch as have no trueknowledge nor feare of the true

God intheir hearts, making them inftruments ofhis vengeance, and execu-

tioners of his wrath upon themſelves .
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Hannibalthefonne of Amilchar, after manyvictories and much blood- Fulgof.

fhedoftheRomans, at laſt beingovercome, anddoubtingofthe faith ofPru-

fia the King ofBythinia,towhom he was fled for fuccour, poyfoned himfelfe

with poyfonwhich he alwayes carried ina Ringto that purpoſe.

At the deftruction of Carthage, when as Afdrubal the chiefe Captaine Fulgof.

fubmitted himselfe to the mercy ofScipio, hiswife curfing and railing on

him for his baſe mind,threw her children intothe midst of afire , and there

ended her dayes: and Afdrubalhimfelfe not longafter followedherby avo-

luntary and violent death.

Chron.2.

When Cinna befieged the city ofRome,two brothers chancedto encoun- Philip. Melan.

tertogether in fingle fight,one ofCinna's army,the other ofthe contrary :

andthe one having flainethe other, after that the Conquerour perceived

that it was his brother whom heehad flaine, heeflew himselfe alfo , to

make fatisfaction for his brothers blood and fo theywere both buried in

one grave.

Norbanus a Confull ofRome flying from Scylla ,flew himselfe at Rhodes,

ratherthanhe would fall into his enemies hands:and fodidlikewife Marius

thefonne,at Prænefte.-

Ofthe murderers of Iulius Cafar, almoſt all became alfothe murderer

ofthemſelves : Caßius ſtabb'd himſelfewith the fame dagger wherewith he

had ftabb'd Cafar : Brutus the night beforehis overthrow at Philippi , faw

in his chambera vifion of a great fearefull man ; andhe demandingwhohe

was,and what hewould,he anſwered, I am(OBrutus) thy evill fpirit, andto

morrowthou shalt feeme at Philippi : TowhomBrutus with a bold cou-

rageanſwered,I will therefore fee thee there. The next day Brutus being

conqueredby Auguftus and Anthony, at Philippi, fell upon his own fword

and flewhimfelfe...

Methridates that bloody and mighty KingofPontus being overcome of

Lucullus and Pompey , andfet uponbyhis ownefonne, went about to make

awayhimſelfe bypoyfon : whichwhen it tooke not effect, by reafon ofhis

daily taking of Antidotes, he forceda French fouldierofhis to lay violent

hands upon him ; and fohee became a wilfull ſpiller of his owne blood,

that hadcaused the blood of fo many thouſands tobe fpilt. His twowives

Monica andVeronica,hearingofthe miferable end ofthe king,madelikewife

themſelves away ; for theone hanged her felfe, but when the weight ofher

bodybroke the cord, fheecommitted her felfeto Bochis the Eunuch tobee

flaine: the other received poyfon,whichwhen itwrought not for ſpeedily

as fhee deſired,Bochis alfowas made an instrument to diſpatch her . O

1

Moſt famous and notorious isthe ftory ofLucretia , whobeing ravished

by Tarquiniusthe yonger,and impatient ofthat injury anddifgrace,few ber

felfe openly,andgavecaufe by herdeath of the change of the Roman State,

fromthe government ofKingsto Confuls. To i dobrý dopvoo slovi

Sophronia anotherRomanwoman, but a Chriftian, whenas he couldby

nomeanes eſcape theluft ofDecius the Emperour,daily affaultingher cha-

ftity,tooke aſword, and byherhusbands confent flew her felfe; and forte

prevent one fin,fhe committedanother farreworſe than that the feared.t

Portia the daughter ofCato,and wifeofBrut , hearing of the death of

her

Livie

Eufeb.
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herhusband at Philippi,fought for a knife to kill her felfe ; which being

denyed her,the eat burning coales, andfo ended her life by a ſtrange kinde

ofdeath.

Wee read ofmanywanton and lewd Poets that have thus made an end

ofthemſelves : who as forthe moſt they are Epicures and Atheiſts , fo fel-

domecometo agood end : Labienus the railing Poet (who for that cauſe

was called Rabienus ) underſtanding that his bookeswere adjudged tobec

burnedby a publike Decree,would not furvive his ownwritings, and there-

fore killed himfelfe. Lucretius the Atheist taking a love potion to incite

his luft,wasby the force therofdeprived ofhis fences,andfodeprivedhim-

felfealfo oflife in his rage. Empedocles the vainglorious Poet, affectingthe

name ofagod, andof immortality, threwhimfelfe headlong into mount

Etna,andfo perifhed. Silviu Italicus beingtaken with an incurable dif-

eafe,choſe ratherto behis owne murderer, thanto endure the torment of

his fickneffe. Cornelius Gallus an amatorius Poet, having robbedthe City

Thebes, over whichhewas fet to be governourby Auguftus Cafar, andfea-

ringto be called to account, preventedthepunishment ofhumane juftice,

byexecuting the juftice ofGod upon himfelfe with his ownehands.

Ofthofe that perfecuted the ChurchofChrift,very manywere given o-

verby Godtobe perfecutors of themſelves , and fpoylers of their owne

lives : as Nero for example,the firft Emperour that tooke in hand to per-

fecute Chriftians , he feeing himfelfe in danger to be murderedbyoneap-

pointedfor that purpoſe, to prevent the malice ofthemurderer, murdered

himfelfe. Magnentius anothertyrant,and enemy to Chrifts Church,being

overcome by Conftantius, brothertoConftans, whom hehad flaine, fled to

Lions , and there becamehis owne Butcher : whofe death as foone as his

brother Decentius underſtood,he alfo hanged himfelfe.

Galerius the Emperour,after he hadtormented the Chriftians by allcru-

ell means,and left no wayunattempted whereby he might root themout of

his Kingdome,fell into a grievous diſeaſe, through the torment whereof,

not beingableto endureany longer, he thruſt a ſword into his own bowels,

and fomiferably ended his dayes.

And to come ncerer toourowne age , in King Edward the fixths dayes

one Clerke an open enemy tothe Gofpel,hanged himfelfe inthe Tower : fo

didPavierTowne-clerke ofLondon : fo didthe fonne of one Levar a huf

bandman,that mocked andfcorned attheholy Martyr mafter Latymer : fo

likewife did Henry Smith a Lawyer , another open adverſary to Gods

truth.

Richard Long,another enemy to Gods truth,drowned himselfe at Calice,

in King Henrythe eights dayes. JohnPlankney, a Fellow of New Colledge

in Oxford, did the like Anno 1566. and likewife oneHanington,a Fellow of

the fame Colledge, in a well at Padua ; or,as fomethinke, at Rome. Of

theſeyou may reade moreinthe firstbooke.

+

Hither I might adde many examples ofmoderne experience, as name-

lyofa covetous wretch in the Ifle ofElie,whobeingcaft in a fuitof Law,

through impatience ofgriefe,camehome andhanged himselfe ofanother

that had beene a great dealer in worldly matters, and an undoer of

a Familyor two of good credit and revenue,by ufury , and takingfor-

feiture ofbonds,and that byhisowne flattering perfwafion: being himfelfe

arrefted at Huntington fordebt,rather then hewould fatisfic it , thoughhe

was
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was able enough,cut his owne throat, after a moſt fearefull and horrible

manner: another beingamanofnote and good poffeffions, threw himfelfe

downe headlong from the top ofa Church. Manyfuchlike examples I

could adjoyne,with their names and places ofabode,but I forbeare, leaft by

reportingGods judgements upon the dead, I fhould offend fome that are

alive.

Thefe therefore already propofed maybe a fufficient taſte of this kinde

ofjudgement, inflicted by Godupon wicked perfons : and alfo may ferve

fora caveat and warningto all men totake heedhowthey offer violence to

their owne lives,feeing it is not onely a puniſhment offinne paſt,but a fear-

full finne it felfe , and a forerunner and caufer of puniſhment to come,

even of eternall punishment , except the Lord extraordinarily and mi-

raculouſlyfhew mercy, which none ought to prefume of.

CHAP. XIII.

OfParicides,or Parent Murderers.

Fall effufion ofhumane blood be both horrible to be-

hold,andrepugnant to nature,then isthe murdering of

Parents efpecially deteftable,whena man is fo poffeffed

withthe Devill,or tranfportedwith a hellish fury, that

he liftethuphis hand againfthis own father or mother,

put them to death : this is fo monftrous and inor-

mous animpiety,that the greateſt Barbarians ever have

to
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had it in deteftation : wherefore it is alſo expreflycom-

manded inthe Law ofGod. That whofoever fmiteth his father or mo- Exod.21.

ther inwhat fort foever,though not to death,yet hefhall die the death. If

the difobedience,unreverence,and contemptofchildren towards their Pa-

rents,arebythe juft judgements ofGod moft rigorously puniſhed (as hath

beene declared before in the first commandementofthe fecond Table)how

much more then when violence is offered, and above all,when murder is

committed? Thus the Egyptians puniſhed this finne : they put the com-

mitrants upon a ſtacke ofthornes,and burntthem alive,having beaten their Diodor,sic.

bodies beforehandwith fharpereeds made ofpurpoſe. Solon being deman-

dedwhyheappointed no puniſhment in his Lawes for Paricides;anfwered,

that therewasno neceffity,thinking that thewideworld could not afford fo

wicked a wretch. It is faid,that Romulusforthe fame caufe ordained no pu

niſhment in his Common wealth for that crime, but called every murde-

fer aParicide; theonebeingin his opinion a thingexecrable,and the other

impoffible. And in truth therewas not for 600yeeres fpace (accordingto

Plutarchs report ) found in Romeanyone thathad committed this execra-

ble fact . The firft Paricide that Romefaw,wasLucius Oftius , after the first

Punickewarre ; although otherWriters affirme, that M.Mallioluswas the

firſt,and Lucius the fecond : howfoever it was , they both underwent the

punishment ofthe Law Pompeia,which enacted,That fuch offenders fhould

be thrust intoa fackeofLeather,andan Ape,aCocke,a Viper, anda Dog,

put in to accompany them, andthen to bethrowne intothewater , to the

end
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Greg. ofTours,

lib 2.

Iofepb.antiq.

corn.Tacit.

lib.14.-

Sueton.cap 33.

end that theſe beaſts beingenraged and animated one againſt another, might

wreketheir teene upon them, and fo deprive them oflife after a ſtrange

fashion,beingdebarred ofthe ufe of the aire,water, and earth, as unworthy

to participate the very Elements with their deaths , much leffe with

their lives which kinde of puniſhmentwas after practifed and confirmed

bythe conftitution ofConftantine the Great. Andalbeit the regard ofthe

puniſhmentfeemed terrible,and the offence it felfe much more monftrous,

yet fincethat timethere have beenemany fo perverfe and exceeding wic-

ked,as to throwthemſelves headlong into that defperate gulfe.

As Cleodericke fonne of Sigebert KingofAuftria,whobeing tickled with

an unfatiable luft of raigne through the deceivable perfwafions of Cleo-

devins King of France, flewhis father Sigebert as he lay afleepe in his Tent

in a forreft at noonetimeofthe day ; whobeingweary withwalking , laid

himſelfe downethere to take his reft : but for all that , thewicked wretch

was fo farrefrom attaininghispurpoſe, that it fell out cleane contrary to

his expectation : for after his fathers death,ashewasviewing his treafures,

and ranfackinghis coffers,one ofCleodovius factors ftrooke him fuddenly,

and murdered him , and fo Cleoderim feifed both upon the Crowneand

Treaſures.

After the death of Hircanus, Ariftobulus fucceeded in the government of

Judea,whichwhileft he ftrove to reduce into a kingdome , and to weare a

crown,contrary to thecuftome ofhis predeceffors,his mother & other bre-

thren contendingwithhimabout the fame,he caft in prifon,& took Antigo-

nus his next brother to be his affociate:but ere long(a good gratefull fon)he

famiſhedher to death withhunger that had fed him tolifewith her teares,

even his naturall mother : Andafter perfwadedwith falfe accufations,cau-

fedhis late beft beloved Antigonus tobe flaine by an ambuſh that lay by

Strato's tower , becauſe in the time ofhis fickneffe he entred the Temple

withpompe. But the Lord called for quittance for the two bloodsheds

immediately after theexecution ofthem : forhisbrothers blood wasſcarce

wafhed offthe ground,ere in the extreamity ofhis fickneffe he was carried

intothefame place, andtherevomiting up blood at his mouth and noft-

hrils,tobemingledwith his brothers,he fell downe ſtarkedead , not with-

out horrible tokens oftremblingand defpaire.

Nerothat unnaturall Tyran furpaffed all that lived, as in all other vices,

fo inthis ; forhe attempted thrice by poyfon to make away his mother

Agrippina andwhenthat could not prevaile,by reaſon ofher ufuall Anti-

dotes and prefervatives , heeaffayeddivers othermeanes : as firſt a devife,

whereby the ſhouldbecrushedto deathas fhe flept , a looſened beame that

fhould fall uponher ; and fecondlyby fhipwracke : both whichwhen ſhe

efcaped,the onebydiſcovery,and the other by fwimming, he fent Anicetu

the Centurion to flaughterher withthefword : whowith his companions

breaking upthe gate ofthe Citywhere the lay, rushed into her Chamber,

and there murdered her. It is written ofher , that when the fawtherewas

noremedy but death,fhe prefented herbelly unto the murderer, and defired

him tokill her inthat part whichhadmoſt deſerved it, by bringinginto the

world fovile a monſter : and ofhim,that he came toview thedead carkaffe

ofhis mother,and handled themembersthereof,commendingthis, and dif-

commendingthat,as his fancy ledhim,and in the meanetime beingthirfty,

to call fordrinke : fo farre washe from all humanity andtouchofNature:

but
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but hethat ſpared not to embrue his hands in herbloodthat bred him, was

conftrained erelongtoofferviolence tohisownlife, whichwas moſtdeere

untohimɔ ɔdisialdia dabade

`mog.lib.z.

Hay the fon ofNicoletus DukeofHerufia,hadtwowicked, cruell, and Man?.cof

unkindfonnes, bythe yonger ofwhom ,with the conſent of the elder, he was

traire dufly murdered,becausehehad marrieda thirdwife : for whichcauſe

Nicolotus,theircoufin -german, purfued them both with ajuft revenges for

hedeprivedthem oftheir kingdome,anddroyathem intoexile, wherethey

foon after pexifkedy prolazEnsayog in, sam moovedtim

Chron.lib.s.

Selpon the renth Emperour ofTurkes was founnaturalba childe,that he Philip.Melan.

feared not to difpoffeffe his father Bajazet ofthecrownbytreafons and next Munt.Col

toobercave him of his life by poyfon. Andnot fatisfied therewith, even mog.lib.4.

to murderhis twobrethren, andtodestroy thewhole stock ofhis ownblood.

But when hee had raigned eight yeares , vengeance found him our, andbe

ingat hisbacke, fo corrupted andputrified his reins , that the contagion

fpread it felfeover all hisbody fo that he dyed a beaft-like and irkfome

death, and that inthefame placewhere hehad before oppreffed his father

Bajazer withanarmy towit, at Chiurle a city of Thracia,in the year of our

Lord ryzo.in the monethofSepteinber
i'mode

Charles theyounger, byfurnamecalled Graffus fon to Lodouick the third, cap. Hedian.

waspoffeffed & tormentedwitha divell in the prefence ofhis father,& the..cap. 29.

Pecres oftheRealme;whichhe openly confefled to have justly happened

unto him , becaufe he had pretended inhis mind tohaveconfpired his fa-

thers death and depofition : what thenarethey to expect, that doe not pre-

tend,but performe this monftrous enterprife? rot

•
lib.2.cap.

A certaine degenerate and cruelt fon longing andgaping after the inhe

ritance ofhis father,whichnothingbuthis lifekepthimfrom,wrought this

meanstoaccomplishhisdefire :he accufed his father of a molt filthy un-

nameable crime,evenofcommitting filthineffe withaCow;knowingthat if

hewere convicted therof,the law wouldcut offhis life:& herein hewroght a Thearbit.

double villany, in goingabout notonlyto take away his life(w bythe law

of nature he ought to have preferved)butalfohisgoodname,without refpe-

ating that the ftain ofa father redounderh tohis pofterity,andthat children Mandat.8.

commólydonot only inheritthe poffeffions,but alfo imitate theconditions Calumniation

oftheir parents : but all thefe fuppofes laid afide, together with all feare of

God,he indicted him beforethe Magiſtrate,ofinceft,and that upon his own

knowledge:infomuch that theybroughtthe poore innocent man to the rack,

totheendto makehim confeffe the crime; which albeitamidft his tortures

hedid as foon as hewas out,bedenyed again: howbeit his extortedconfeffi

onfoodforevidence,and hewascondemned tobeburnedwith fire, as was

ſpeedily executed,andconftantly enduredbyhim,exclaiming ſtill upon the

falfe accufation ofhis fon,and his ownunfpotted innocency ; as,by the iffue

that followed,moft cleerely appeared ; forhis fonnot long after fell into

a reprobate mind,and hangedhimfelfer andthe Judge that condemnedhim,

with the witneffes that bare record of his forced confeffion , within one

monethdied all,after a moſtwretched and miferablefort.Andthus it plea

fed God bothto revengehis death , and alfotoquithis reputationand in-

nocency,from ignominy and difcredit inthis world.

་

ManfredPrince ofTarentum,baftard fon toFredericktheſecond , fmorPhilip.Melan.
chron.lib.4.

thered his fathertodeathwitha pillow,becauſe (asfomefay) he would not Nobetter

beftow thekingdomeofNaplesuponhim andnot content herewith,he poi- fruit to be ex-

foned alfotheheirs of Frederick,totheendhe might attain untothecrown, baltard imp.
pected ofany

S 25
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224 as Conrade his elder brother,and his nephew the fon of Henry the heir,which

Henry died in prifon ; andnowonelyConradinus remainedbetwixt him and

the kingdome,whom thoughhe affayed tofend after his father, yetwas his

intentionfruſtrate , for the Pope thundered out his curfes againsthim,and

inftigated Charles Duke ofAngiers tomakewar against him : wherein ba

ftardand unnaturall Manfredwas discomfited and flaine, andcut fhort of

his purpoſe,forwhichhe hadcommitted fomanytragedies.

Luther.

- Vi

Martin Lutherwas wont toreport ofhis ownexperience this wonderfull

hiftory ofa Lockſmith,ayongman,riotous andvicious, whoto findfuel for

his luxury,was fo bewitched thathefeared nottoflay his ownfather & mo-

ther with a hammer,totheend togain theirmonyand poffeffions : after wch

cruell deed, he prefentlywent to a fhoomakerandboughthim new fhodes,

leaving his oldbehindhim,bythe providenceof Godtobehis accufers : for

afteran houre or two the flain bodies beingfound bythe Magiſtrate,and inf

quifition made for the murderer,nomanneroffufpition being hadofhim,

he feeming totakefuch griefe therat.But the Lord thatknoweth the fecrets

of theheart diſcovered his hypocrific, andmadehis ownefhooes whichhee

had left with the Shoomaker rife upto bearewitneffe against him : for the

bloodwhichranfromhis fatherswounds befprinckledthem fo,that thereof

grew the fufpition,and from thencethe examination,and very foonthe con-

feffion,and laft ofall hisworthy and lawfull execution.From hencewemay

learne for a generalltrueth , that murder,never fofecret,will everbyone

meansor otherbedifcovered;the Lordwill not fuffer it to goeunpunished,

foabominable it is in hisfight.

Cafp.Hed.4.
Another fon at Bafil,in theyeareofourLordGod, 1 560,bought aquan-

part.Chron. tity ofpoyfonofan Apothecary,and miniftred it to none butto his ownfa-

ther,accountinghimworthieft of fo greatabenefit : whichwhen it had ef-

fected his withuponhim, the crimebeingdetected , inftead ofpoffeffing

bis goods whichhe aimedat,hepoffeffed a vile andfhamefull death ; forhe

was drawne through thestreets , burntwithhot Irons, andtormented nine

houres ina wheele,till his life forfooke him.

As it is repugnant to naturefor children to deale thus cruellywith their

parents,fo it is more againſt nature for parents to murder their children :

infomuch as naturall affection is ofgreater force in thedefcent than in the

afcent, & the love that parents bear their children, is greater thanthat which

children redound to their Parents ;becauſethe childe proceedeth fromthe

father,and not the father fromthe childe,as part ofhis fathers effence , and

not the father ofhis : Can aman then hate his own flesh, or be a rooter out

of that which himfelfe planted ? It is rare, yet fometimes it commethto

paffe. Howbeit as the offence is in an highdegree, fo it is alwayes puniſhed

byfomehighjudgement : as bythefe examples that follow fhall appeare.

•

Theancient Ammoniteshad an Idoll called Molech to the which they

offeredtheir children in facrifice this Idoll, ( as the Jewes write)was ofa

great ftature, and hollowwithin, havingfeven chambers in his hollowneffe,

whereofonewas toreceive meat,another turtle Doves,thethirda fheep,the

fourtha ram,the fifth a calfe,the fixth an oxe,and the feventh a childe : his

handswerealwayes extendedto receive gifts ; andwhen a childewas offered,

theywere made fire hottoburne it to death : none muft offerthe childebut

the father andto drownethe cries ofit, the Chemarims ( for fo were the

Priests ofthatIdoll called )made a noifewithbels,cymbals and horns : thus

isit written,that king Ahab offered his fon,yea,and manyofthe children of

Pfal.ro6 . 37 Ifractbefide, as theProphet Davidaffirmeth: They offered (faithhe)their

Son's

38.
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fons anddaughters to Divels , andſhedinnocent blood,&c. this is the horrible

crime. Nowmarke thejudgement concerning the Canaanites : the land-

fpuedthem out for theirabominations, Achabwithhis poſterity was accur

fed,himfelfebeingflaineby his enemies, andthecrownetaken from his po-

fterity,not onebeing leftofhis off-fpring to pis against the wall , according

tothe fayingofElia : as forthe Jewes,the Prophet Davidin thefame place

declareth their puniſhment , whenhe faith, That the wrathofthe Lordwas Verſe 40.

kindled,andheabhorredhis inheritanceandgave them into the hands ofthe bea-

thenthat they that hatedthem were lords over them.

In theyeareofour Lord 1551,in a townofHaffia called Weidenhaften, obFineli

Thetwentiethday ofNovember, a cruell mother infpired with Satan, fhut rec

up all her doores, andbegan tomurder her four children on this manner :

theefnatcht up a fharpe axe,and firſt ſet upon her eldeft fon,beingbut eight

yearesold, fearchinghimoutwithacandle behinde a hogf-head,wherehe hid

himfelfe, and preſently ( notwithſtanding his pitifull praiers and com-

plaints)clave his head in two pieces, and chopped offbothhis armes : Next

Theekilled her daughterof five yeares old, after the fame manner : another

little boy ofthreeyeares ofage (feeing his mothers madneffe ) hid himfelfe

( pooreinfant) behinde the gate, whom as foone as the Tygre efpied, thee

drew outbythe haireof the head into the floore,andthere cut offhis head:

theyongeft lay crying in the cradle but halfea yeare old, him ſhe ( without

all compaffion ) pluckt out and murdered in like fort. Theſe murders being

finifhed, the Diuell incarnate ( for certaine no womanly naturewas left in

her)totake puniſhment of her felfe for thefame, cut her owne throat; and

albeit ſhe ſurvived nine dayes, andconfeffing her fault, dyed withtearesand

repentance, yet wefeehow it pleafed God toarme her own hands againſt

her felfe, as the fittest executioners ofvengeance.

The like tragicall accident wereade to havehappened at Cutzenborff, aTbear.big.

Cityin Silefia,intheyeare 1536,to awomanandherthree children ; who

havingflainthem all in her husbands abfence, killed her felfe in like manner

alfotomakeupthetragedy.

Concerningftepmothers, it isa worldtoreade howmany horrible mur-

ders they have ufually practifed upon their children in law, to the

end tobringthe inheritance totheirown brood, or at leaft to revenge fome

injury fuppofedtobe doneuntothem : ofwhich,oneortwo examples I will

fubnect as a tafte outofmanyhundred, leavingthe refidueto the judgment

and readingofthe Learned.

Conftantius,the fon ofHeraclius, having raigned
Emperourbutone yeere, zamorascom.$':

was poyſonedby his stepmother Martina,tothe end to inſtall her own fon

Heracloninthe Crown : but forthis cruell part
becomming odious) to the

Senat,they fo muchhated to haveher or her fon raigne over them, that in

ftead thereoftheycut offher tongueand his nofe, and fo baniſhed them the

City.

Faufta the wife of Conftantine the great fell in lovewith Conftantine her zonora 3.

fonne in Law, begotten upon a Concubine : whomwhen thee could not nl.Sex,

perfwade unto her luft,the accuſed untotheEmperour , as a folicitorofher 4ur.

chaſtity; for which cauſe he was condemned todie: but after the truth

knowne,Conftantine put her into a hot bath, and ſuffered her not to come

forth, untill the heat had choakedher, revenginguponher head her fonnes

death,andherowne
unchaſtity.

S 2
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Y Sam.22.

CHAP. XIIII.

OfSubject Murtberers.

t

Eeingthenthey that take away their neighbours lives doe not

efcape unpunished, ( as bythe former examples it appeareth) it

muft needs follow,that ifthey towhom the fword of Juftice is

committed ofGod,to repreffewrongs,and chaftife vices, do give

over themſelves to cruelties, andto kill and flaythofewhomthey ought in

duty to protect and defend,muft receive a greater meaſure ofpunishment,

according to the meafure and quality of their offence. Such an one was

Saul the first kingof Ifrael; whoalbeit he ought to have beene fufficiently

inftructed out of the law of God inhis duty in this behalfe : yet washee fo

cruell andbloody-minded, as contrary to all Juftice, to put to death bi-

melechthe high Prieft,with fourefcore and fiveotherPriefts , of the family

ofhis father,onely for receiving Davidinto hishoufe : a fmall,or ratherno

offence .Andyet not fatisfied therewith,hevomited out his rage alfo againſt

thewhole city ofthe Priefts,and put to the mercileffe fword both man,wo-

man,and child,without fpiringany! He flew manyofthe Gibeonites, who

thoughtheywere reliques ofthe Amorites that firft inhabited that land,

yet becauſe they were received into league ofamityby a folemneoath, and

permitted of long continuance to dwell amongst them , fhould not have

beeneawarded as enemies, nor handled after fo cruell a faſhion . Thus

thereforehee tyrannizing and playingthe Butcher amongfthis own fubjects

( for whichcaufe his houfewas calledthe houſe of flaughter ) and practi-

fingmanyother foule enormities,hewas at the laft overcome ofthe Phili-

ftims,andforewounded : whichwhen he faw, fearingto fall alive into his

enemies hands,and not findingany ofhis owne men that would lay their

handsupon him,defperately flew himfelfe. Thefame day three of his fons,

and they that followed him of his ownehoufhould,were all flaine. The

Philiftims the nextday finding his deadbody difpoyled among the carkaf

fes,beheaded it,and carried thehead in triumph tothetemple of theirgod,

and hungup the trunke in difgrace in one oftheir Cities,tobe feene, lookt

upon,andpointedat . And yet for all this was not the fire of Gods wrath

quenched for in King Davidstimethere aroſe a famine that lafted three

yeeres,thecauſethereof was declared by God tobethemurderwhich Sanl

committeduponthe Gibeonites : wherefore David delivered Sauls feven

fons intothe Gibeonites hands that were left , who put them to the moſt

1 Kings 21. fhamefull death,that is ,even to hanging . Among all the fins of King 4-

chab and tezabel, whichweremany andgreat,the murderofNabothſtandeth

inthe fore front ; for though hee had committed no fuch crime as might

any way deferve death , yet by the fubtill andwicked devife of Iezabel,

foolishand credulous confent of Achab, and falfe accufation ofthe two fub-

orned witneffes , hewas cruelly ftoned todeath : but his innocent blood

was puniſhed firſt in Achab, whonot longaftertheWarrewhich he made

withthe Kingof Syria , received fo deadly a wound, that he dyed there-

of,the dogs lickinguphisbloodin thefame placewhere Naboths b'ood was

2 Kings 9. licked,accordingto the foretelling of Elias theProphet. And fecondly

oflezabel,whom herown fervants at the commandement of Ichu (whom

Godhadmadeexecutorofhis wrath)threw headlong out ofan highwindow

unto theground,fo that the wals weredyedwith her blood , andthe horfes

trampled her under their feet, anddogs devoured her flesh , till ofallher

2 Sam,21.
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daintybodythere remained nothingfavingonelyher skull, feet, and palme 217

ofher hands. Tod filhe o yb st

midoram fonne of Tahofaphat King of Judah, being after his fathers death 2 Chron. 21 ,

poffeffed of the Crowne and Scepter of Judah, by andby exalted himfelfe

intyranny,andput to death fixe of his ownebrethren,all younger than him

felfe,withmany Princesofthe Realme : for which caufe God ſtirred up

the Edomites to rebelly the Philistines and Arabians to make warre a

gainsthim,who foraged his countreys fackedand fpoiled his cities , and

tooképrifoners hiswives and children , the youngeft onely excepted , who

afterwards alfo was murdered,whenhehad raigned Kingbut a ſmall ſpace.

And lastly, as indoing to death his own brethren, he committed cruelty a-

gainst his ownebowels, fo the Lord ftrokehim with fuchanincurable dif

eafe in his bolvels,and fo perpetuall( for it continuedtwoyeares ) that his

veryentrails iffued out with torment,and fohedyedinhorrible mifery.

J. Albeipthat intheformerbookewe have already touched the pride and

arrogancyofKing Alexander the Great,yetwe cannot pretermit to fpeake

ofhim inthis place,hisexample ferving to fit forthe preſent fubject ; for

althoughas touching the reft ofhis life he was very well governed in his

private actions as aMonarch of his reputation might be, yet in his de-

clining age ( I meanenot inyeares, butto deathward) he grew exceeding

cruell,notionely towards ftrangers,asthe Coffeis,whomhe destroyed tothe

fucking babe,but alfo to his houfhold and familiar friends Infomuch that .

beingbecome odious to moft, fewest lovedhim, and divers wrought all .

meanespoffibletomakehim away,but oneefpecially, whofefonne in law

and other neere friends he had put to death,never ceafed untill he both mi-

Iuğine,

niftred a deadly draught unto himselfe , wherebyhedeprived him ofhis gine,

wicked life,anda fatallftroketo hiswives and children after his death , to

theaccompliſhment ofhis full revenge.

Phalaris,the Tyran ofAgrigentum, madehimfelfe famous to pofterity orofe.

bynoother meanes than horrible cruelties,exerciſed uponhis fubjects, in-

ventingeverydaynew kinds of tortures to fcourge and afflict the poore

foules withall. In his dominiontherewasone Perillus artificer ofhis craft,

oneexpert inhis occupation,whoto flatter and curry favourwithhim, de-

viſed a new torment,a brafen bull offucha ftrange workmanship, that the

voyceofthoſe that were roafted therein , refembled rather the roaring ofa

Bull,then the cry ofmen. TheTyranwas well pleafedwiththe Invention,

but hewould needs havetheInventor make first triallof his owne worke,

as hewell deferved , before any other ſhould take tafte thereof. But what cic.off.2

wasthe endofthis Tyran ? The people not able any longer to endure his

monstrous and unnaturall cruelties, ran upon himwith one confent, with

fuch violence,that they foonebrought himto deftruction and as fomefay,

put him into thebrafen Bull (which hee provided to roaft others ) tobee

roafted therein himſelfe : defervingit as well for approoving the devife,

as Perillus did fordevifing it.

Monftr.Vol.I.
Edwardthe fecond ofthat name,KingofEngland, at the request and de- Enguerrande

fire ofHugh Spencerhis darling , madewarre uponhis fubjects,and
putto

deathdiversofthe Peeres and Lords of the Realme, without either right or

form ofthe law,infomuch that queen Ifabelhis wife fledto France withher

yongfon,for fear ofhis unbrideled fury, & after awhile findingopportunity

and means to return again , garded with certain fmall forceswhichthehad

S
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Paul.lovius.

Sabell.

Bemb.Hiftor.

Vent.lib.2.

inthofe countreyes gatheredtogether, the foundthewhole people difcons

tented with theKings demeanours,and ready to affift her against him: fo

ſhebeſiegedhimwith theirfuccour andtooke him prifoner , andput him

intothe Tower of London to bekept,till order might be taken for his des

pofition; fothat ſhortly afterby the Estates (being affembled together)

he was generally and joyntly reputed and pronouncedunworthytobeKing,

for his exceeding cruelties fake which he had committedupon many ofhis

worthy Subjects ; andfodepofinghim, they crowned his young fonne Ed-

ward(the third ofhisname)King in his roome,heyet livingandbeholding.

thefame.

John Maria Duke of Millan maybeput into this rankeofMurtherers

forhis cuftomewasdivers timeswhenany Citizen offended thim , yea,and

fomtimes without offence too,tothrowthem amongſt cruell Maftives to be

torne in pieces anddevoured. But as hecontinued and delighted in this un-

naturall kinde ofmurther ,the peopleone day incenfedandſtirred upagainſt

him,ranneuponhim with fuch rageand violence, thatthey quickly depri-

ved him oflife. Andhewas fowell beloved,that noman everwouldor durft

beltow a Sepulchre upon hisdead bones,but fuffered his body to lie in the

open ſtreets uncovered fave that a certaine harlot threw a few Roſes upon

his wounds,and fo coveredhim ,

Alphonfus thefecond,King ofNaples, Ferdinands fonne, was intyranny

Guicciar.li.1: towards his fubjects nothing inferiour to his father! for whether of them

Philip.deCom. imprifoned and put to death more of the Nobility and Barons of the

Realme it is hard to fays butfure it is, that bothwere too outragious in all

manner ofcruelty forwhich,fo fooneas Charles the eight, King ofFrance

departing from Rome,madetowards Naples, the hatredwhich the people

borehimfecretly,withtheodious remembrance ofhis fathers cruelty , be-

ganopenlytofhew it felfebythe fruits ; for they did not nor could not

diffemblethe great defire that every one had ofthe approach ofthe French-

men: whichwhen Alphonfu perceived, and feeinghis affaires and eſtate

broughtuntofo narrowa pinch, healfo cowardly caft away all courage to

refift,and hope torecover fohuge a tempeft : andhe that for a long time

hadmade warre his trade and profeffion,andhad yet all his forces andarmies

completeand in readineffe,makinghimselfebanqueruptof all that honour

and reputation,whichby long experience and deeds ofarmes he had gotten,

refolved to abandon his kingdome, and to refigne the title and authority

thereoftohis fonne Ferdinand,thinking bythat meanes to affwage the heat

oftheir hatred,and that foyoung and innocent a King,who inhis owne per-

fon hadneveroffendedthem,might be accepted and beloved ofthem, and fo

theiraffection towardthe French rebated andcooled. But this devife fee-

medtonomore purpoſe than afalve applyed toa fore out offeafon , when

it was growne incureable , or a prop fetto ahoufethat is already falne.

Thereforehetormentedwiththe fting ofhis owneconfcience , andfinding

in his mindeno repoſebyday,nor reftby night, but a continuall fummons

and advertiſement by fearefull dreames,that theNoblemen which hee had

put to death, cryed to thepeople for revenge against him , was ſurpriſed

with fo terrible terrour , that forthwith, without makingacquaintedwith

hisdeparture either his brother orhis owne fonne,he fled to Sicilie,fuppo-

fing in his journey,that the Frenchmenwereftill at his backe, and ftarting

at every little noyfe, as ifhe feared all the Elements had confpired his de-

ftruction.
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ftruction. Philip Comineus, that was an eye-witneffe ofthisjourney,repor

reth, That eve y night hewouldcry,that heheard theFrenchmen, and that

the verytrees and ftones echoed France intohiseares : Andon this manner

was his flight to Sicilie. KingCharles in the meane while havingby force

andbloodshed to terrifiethe reft,takentwo paffages that were before him,

thewhole Realmewithout any great refiftance yeelded it felfe untohis mer-

ey, albeitthat the young King had donewhat hecould to withstandhim.

But at length feeing the Neapolitanes ready to rebell, andhimselfe in dan-

gerto betaken prifoner,he fled from the Caftle ofNaples,andwith a ſmall

companygot certaine Brigandines , whereinhe fayledtothe Inland Ifchia,

thirty miles from Naples : faying at his departure this verſe out ofthe

Pfalmes, How vaine are the watchmenandgards ofthat City which is not gar-

ded andwatchedbythe Lord? whichhe often repeated,andfo longas Naples

was in his view. And thuswascruelty puniſhedboth in Ferdinand the fa-

ther,and Alphonfo the fonne.

Artaxerxes Ochus theeightKing ofthePerfians began his raignewith Herodot

thus many murders : he flew two ofhis ownebrethren firft : fecondly,

Euagoras King ofCyprus,his partner and affociate inthe kingdomes third-

ly,he tookeGidontraiteroufly, andwas the cauſe of forty thouſand mens

deaths that were flaine and burnedtherein ; befide manyother private mur-

ders and outrages which he committed : forwhichcaufethe Lord in his

juſtice rained downevengeance upon hishead : for Bagoas one of his Prin-

ces miniftred fuch afatall cup to his ftomacke, that it mortified his fenfes,

and deprivedhim ofhis unmercifull foule and life, andnot onely upon his

head , butupon his Kingdome andhis fonne Arfame alfo, for he was alfo

poyfonedbythe fameBagoas,and his Kingdome was tranſlated to Darius

PrinceofArmenia ; whomwhenthe fame Bagoas wentabout to maketafte

ofthe fame cup,whichhis predeceffors did,hewastaken inhis owne fnare ;

for Darius understanding his pretence, madehim drinkeup his owne poy-

fonwhichheprovidedforhim : andthus murder was revenged with mur-

der, andpoyfonwith poyfon , according to the Decreeof the Almighty,

who faith, Eye foreye, toothfor tooth,&c.

Exod.22. 24

Intheyeare oftheWorld 3659. Morindus a moſt cruell and bloody stew.

minded Prince raigned here in England, whofor his cruelties fake came to

an unhappy and bloody end : for out ofthe Iriſh feas came forth a Mon-

fterwhich deftroyedmuch people : whereofhehearing,would of his vali-

ant courage needs fight with it,and was devoured of it : ſo that it maytru-

ly herebe faid,that oneMonſter devoured another.

Therewas ( as Elianusreporteth ) a cruell and pernicious Tyran, who aliamus;

to theendto prevent all practiſes ofconfpiracyandtreafon ( as Tyrans are

evernaturally and upondefert timerous)that mightbe deviled againsthim,

enacted this Law among his fubjects, That no man fhould conferre with

another,either privately or publikely,upon paineofdeath and fo indeed

he abrogated all civill fociety : ( For fpeech, as it wasthebeginningand

birth of fellowſhip, fo it is theveryjoynt and gluethereof) but what cared

he forfociety,that refpected nothingbut his ownefafety ? heewas fo farre

from regarding the common good, that when his fubjects , not daring to

fpeake, fignifiedtheir mindes by fignes, he prohibitedthat alfo : and that

which is yet more,when notdaringto fpeake,or yet makefignes , they fell

toweepingand lamentingtheir mifery, hecame witha bandof men even

to
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Michael.Rie.

lib.1.de regi

busFranc.
C.46.

Plut.inDion,

to restraine their teares too : butthe multitudes ragebeing juftly incenfed,

they gave him fuch adefperat welcome,that neitherhenor his followers re-

turned one ofthem alive.And thushis abominable cruelty cametoan end,

together withhis life; and thatbythofe meanes (whichis tobe obſerved)

bywhichhe thought to preferve and maintaine them both.

Childericus,whointhe yeare 697,fucceeded inthe Kingdome ofFrance

Theodoricke ( that for his negligence and fluggish government was depofed,

andmade of a King,a Frier ) exerciſed barbarous andinhumane crueltyup-

onhis fubjects : for he fpared neither noble or ignoble, but mixtly fent

themtotheirgraves,without refpect ofcaufe or juftice. One of the noble

fort he caufedtobe faftened to a ſtake,and beaten withclubbes,not todeath,

but to chaſtiſement; which monftrous cruelty foincenfedthe peoples mind

against him,that therewanted no hands to take part with this club-beaten

man against the Tyran his enemic. Whereforethey layedwait for himas

he cameoneday from hunting,and murdered him, together with his wife

greatwith childe,no man eitherwilling ordaringto defendhim.

Tymocrates theKing,or rather Tyran ofthe Cyrenians, will give place

tononeinthis commendation ofcruelty: Forhe afflicted his fubjects with

many andmonftrous calamities,infomuch that he ſpared not the prieſts of

his gods, which commonlywerein reverent regard among the Heathen ;

As the bloodydeathofMenalippus ( Apollo's prieft ) did witneffe , whom

to the endto marry his faire andbeautifull wife Aretaphila , he cruelly put

todeath; howbeit,it profpered notwithhim as he defired : for the good

woman not contentedwith this facrilegious contract, fought rather meanes

to revenge her firft husbands death , than to pleaſe this new letchers hu-

mour: Wherefore the affayed by poyfon to effect her with ; and when

that prevailed not , he gave ayongdaughter fhe had to Leander,the Tyrans

brother, to wife,wholovedher exceedingly;butwith this condition,that he

Thould by fome practife or otherworke the death and deftruction of his

brother: which indeed he performed; forhe fobribed oneofthegroomes

ofthe Tyrans chamber, that byhis helpe he foone rid wicked Tymocrates

out of thewayby a fpeedy and deferved death. But to abridge theſe long

difcourfes, let us looke into all times and ages,and tothe hiftoriesofall

Countries and Nations,and weſhall finde,that Tyrans have ever come tọ

one deftruction orother.

Diomedes the Thracian King fed his horfeswith mans flethas with pro-

vender, but was made at laft provender for his ownehorſes himselfe by

Hercules.

Calippus theAthenian, that flewDion his familiar friend, and depofed

Dionifius the Tyran,and committedmany other murders amongſt the peo-

Phil, Melanit. ple,was firftbaniſhed Rheginum , andthen living in extreame neceffity,

lib.3.
flainebyLeptines and Polyperchon.

Valemar.

Clephes the fecond King ofthe Lumbards, for his favage cruelty towards

his fubjects was flaughteredby oneofhis friends.

Damafippus that maffacred fo many Citizens of Rome , was cut off by

Scylla.

Ecelinus that played the Tyran at Taurifium,gueldingBoyes,deflowring

Maydes,maymingMatrons of their Dugs,cutting children out of theirmo-

thers bellies,and killing 1200 Patavians at oncethat werehis friends, was

Sabel.48.6.3. cut short ina battell. In aWord, ifwe read and confult Hiftories ofall

Countries
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Countries and times , we ſhall find feldome or never any notorious Tyran 31

and opprefforofhis fubjects that cameto any good end, but ever fome no-

tablejudgement or other fellupon them.

CHAP. XV.

Ofthoſethat areboth cruelland difloyall.

Ow ifit beathing fo unworthy and evill befeeming a

Prince,as nothingmore,tobe ftaynedwith the noteof

cruelty,how muchmoredifhonourable is it,whenwith

cruelty,difloyalty , and falfhood is coupled ? andwhen

he is notafhamed not onely to play the Tyran, but alſo

thetraitour,diffembler, andhypocrite ; tothe endhee

maymorefreely poureout the fomeofhis rage againſt

thofe that put confidence in him . This is one of the fouleft and vileft

blots that canbe,wherewiththe honour andreputation ofa man is not one-

ly ſtayned , but blafted and blotted out,not ever tobe recovered : for what

perfwafion can one have of fuch ? Orwho is fo fondas to put affiance in

them ?

1

Thiswas oneofthe notorious vices of King Saul, when maligning the

profperity ofDavid,hecunningly promoted himtobe Generall ofhis Ar- a Sam. 18.

my,and married him to oneof his daughters,to this end, that by expofing

him tothehazards & perils ofwarre,he might bringhim to ſpeedy deftru-

ction feeking befides other unlawfull means to puthim todeathby : but

what was the end of this unjuſt murderer, we havedeclared inthe former

Chapter.

·

But above all thatby treafon and deceit made way unto their cruelty,

the Emperour Antonius, furnamedCaracalla,wasthe chiefe who to revenge Herodian.

himfelfe more at full uponthe Citizens ofAlexandria in Egypt,feyned as

ifhe would come fee their City,built by Alexander, and receive an Oracle

fromtheir god : Whichwhenhe approached neereunto,the Alexandrians

prepared toentertain himmoſt honourably : and being entred,he went first

tovifite theirTemples where to caftmorecolours upon his treachery, hee

offered manyfacrifices,& inthe meanwhile perceivingthe people gathered

together from all quarters to bidhimwelcome, finding opportunity fitting

his wickedand traiterous enterpriſe, he gave commandement,that all the

youngmenof the Citie fhould affemble together at one place; faying,

That hee would acquaint them to range themſelves in battell after

the manner of the Macedonians , in honour of King Alexander. But

whileft theythus affembled together in mirth and bravery , hee making as

thoughhewouldbringthem in arraybygoingupand down amongſtthem,

and holdingthem intalke,his army encloſed them on all fides : then with

drawinghimfelfewith his guard,hegavethewatch-word , that they ſhould

rufh uponthem;whichwas performedwithfuchoutrage,that the poor cre--

dulous people beingſurpriſed at unawares,were all moſt cruelly maffacred.

There might youfeethemoſthorrible, barbarous , and incredible butche-

ofmenthat everwas heardof: for befides thofethat were actors in this

bloodytragedy, therewere others that drew the flaine bodies into great

ry

ditches,
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ditches, andvery often haled in themthat wereſcarce dead, yeaandfome-

times that were altogether alive ; which was the caufe that divers foul-

diers perifhed at the fametime,when thofe that havingfome ſtrength of

life left, beinghaled to theditch, held fo faft by the halers, that divers

timesboth fell in together. The bloud that was ſhed at this maffacra

was fo much, that the mouthof the River Nilus, and the fea fhorewere

died with the ftreams thereof, that ran downe by fmaller Rivers into

thoſe plain places. Furthermore, being defirous to obtain a victory over

the Parthians, that he might get himselfe fame andreputation thereby,

he paffed not at what rate he bought it : he fent therefore Embaffadours

with Letters andPrefents totheKingof Parthia, to demandhis daugh-

ter in marriage, thoughhe never intendedany fuch thing, andbeing non-

futed at the firft with a deniall, yet purfued he his counterfeit purpoſe

with much earneftnes, and withfolemne Oath protefted his fingular good

affection and love that he bore untoher ; fothat in the endthe matchwas

condefcendedunto by all parties, whereof the Parthian people were not

a little glad, in hope of fo durable a peace, which by this marriagewas

like to be eftablished betwixt them. The Kingtherefore with all his

fubjects beingready to entertain this new Bridegroom, went outwithone

confentto meet him in the mid-way : their encounterwas in a fairplain,

where the Parthians havingfent backetheir horfes, being unarmed, and

prepared, not for a day of battle, but of marriage anddifport, gave him

themost honourable welcomethey could : but thewickedvarlet finding

opportunity fo fit, fet his armed fouldiers upon the naked multitude,

andhewed in pieces the most part ofthem ; andhad not the Kingwith a

few followers beftirred himwell, he had been ferved withthe like fauce.

Treaſon, b.a. Afterwhich worthy exploit and bloudy ftratagem he took his

backeward, burning andfpoilingthe townes andvillages ashe went, till

he arrivedat Charam, a City in Mefopotamia ; where makinghis abode

awhile, he had a fancy to walke one day intothe fields, andgoing apart

from his company to unburden nature, attended upon byoneonelyfer-

vant, as hewas puttingdowne his breeches, another of his company ran

in and ftruske him through with his dagger . Thus God bleffedthe

World, bytakingout of it this wicked Tyran,whoby treaſonand trea-

cheryhadfpilt fomuch innocent bloud.

cap3.

Iernand.

voyage

Setarme Galba, another bird of the fame feather, exerciſed no leffe

perfidious cruelty upon the peopleof three Cities in Lufitania : for hee

affembledthem together, in colour of providing for theircommon af-

faires : but whenhee had gotten them into hishands unarmed andwea-

ponleffe, he took ninethousand of the flowerof their youth, and partly

committedthemto thefword, and partly fold them forbondſlaves.

The difloyall and treacherous dealing of Stilice towards the Gothes,

Pauldemil. how dear it cofthimand all Italie befide, Hiftories do fufficiently tefti-

fie:for it fell out,that the Gothes (underthe conduct of Allaricu) entered

Italiewith a puiffant and fearfull Army, toknowthe cauſewhythe Em-

perorHonoris with-held the penfionwhich (byvertue of a league,and in

recompenceoftheir aidtotheEmpire in time ofwar)wasdueuntothem:

whichby riper judgement and deliberation ofthe Councell was quiet-

ed;andto preferve their Countreyfrom foimminent atempeft,offer was

lib. cap.3.3 made untothem ofthe Spaniards and French-men,if they could recover

Treaſon,

them
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them out of the hands of the Vandales, whichufurped overthem ; fo

that incontinently they fhould take their journey over the Alpes to

wards them, and depart their Coafts. Whichoffer and gift theGothes

accepting, did accordingly fulfill the condition, andpaffedaway,without

commitingany riot or any damages in their paffages. But as theywere

upon mount Cinis, makingtoward France,beholdStilico, Honorius his

father in law (a man of a firring, stubborne, and rafh fpirit) purfueth

and chargeth themwith battell unawares, and dreaming of nothing leffe :

whereat they,being at the inftant amazed, quickly gathered their fpirits

together, and putting themselves indefence, fought it outwithfuchcou-

rageandeagernelle, that the traitors Army was wholly difcomfited, and

hehimselfe withoneofhis fonnes, flain. The Gothes havinggottenthis

victory broke off their voyage to France, and turned theircourfebacke

againftoItalie, with purpoſe todestroy andfpoils andfothey did ; for

they laid waste all the Countrey of Piemont and Lumbardy, and elfe-

where, andbefiegedRome it felfe: fo that from that time Italie never

ceafed tobe fcourged and tormented with the Gothes for the ſpace of

eighteen yeers. Moreover, whofoever else have been found tofollowthe

fteps of thefe truce, peace, and promife-breakers (void of truthand re-

gard of reputation) alwayes underwent worthypuniſhmentfortheirun-

worthy acts, and fell headlong into confufion and ignominy, making

themselves fubjects worthy to becurftanddeteftedof all men.

door

CHAP. XVI, 25/

OfQueenes thatwere Murtherers.

F thefeandfuch like cruelties as wehave ſpoken be

fore, beftrangeand monftrous for men, what fhall

wethen fay of wickedand bloudywomen, who(con-

trary to thenature of theirfex) addict themſelves to

all violence and bloudfhedding, as curfed Tezabel

Queen of Ifraeldid ; of whom fufficient hath been

Cfpokenbefore.

233

Athaliah, Ahabs daughter,andwifeto leram King 2 Kings 11 .

of Judah, was a bird of the fame feather : for fhe was poffeffed with

fucha fpirit of fury and rage, that after the death of her fon Ochofias

(that died without iffuc) the put to death allthe bloud royall, to wit, the

pofterity of Nathan, Solomons brother, to whomby right of fucceffion

the inheritance of theCrown appertained, to the end that the might in

fall her felfe into the kingly diadem : after this cruell butchery of all

the royall male children, exceptlos,who (by Gods providence) was pre-

fervedalive, the ufurped the Crowne and Scepter of Juda full ſeven

yeeres ; at the end of which date, as was exalted tothe Crowne, and

the not onelydepofed, but flain bythehands ofher Guard that attended

uponher.

-

1

Semiramisthe Queenof Affyriawas a woman of anambitious fpirit, sabe

whothrough herthirst of reigningcounterfeited her fex, andattiredher

felfe
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Amin .

Nu.G.l.vil.I.

Malmesbur.

A&tsand Mo-

numents.

felfe like amanto get more authority and reverence to her felfe. She

was the deftruction of many thoufand people, by the unjuftwarwhich

The stirredup , befides that, he was a notorious ftrumpet, andwithall

amurdererof thofe that fatisfied her luft ; for ftill as theycame from

Irer bed, fome layprivily in watch to killthem, left they shouldbewray

ler villany it is reported, that the was fo fhamielelle, that the folicited

her ownedon to commit inceft with her ; who in deteftation of her fil

thineffe and cruelty raifedapower against her,andconqueringher in one

great battell, caufed her moftdefervedly tobeputto death .

ur

Brundbild whom Hiftories call Branbault) a QueenofFrancebymar

riage, but a Spaniardby birth, was a woman that bred much mischiefe

ia ler age andthat wrought many horrible and death-defervinge mes

forpartlywithher fabrle devices, and partlywith herownehan fe

murdered teh Kings of France one after another; the caufed her hur

band to flay his owne brother: the procured the deathof hernephew

Merovens, whom againftallequity and honefty fhe had fecondlyefpouted

for her husband; for he being haredof his father for that vile inceft,and

perceivinghimselfeindangerof taking, made oneoffervants thraft him

through . After he had committedthefe andmanyother foul facts, The

wentaboutalfoto defraud Clotairius the fon of Chilpericke, of the rightof

the Crownes which pertained unto him, and to thrust in another in his

room : whereupon arofegreat war, in thewhichas the dealt moreboldly

and manfully than the condition of her fexe would bear, fo fhe received

the due wages of her brave andvertuous deeds for fhewas taken prifoner,

with three of her nephewes, whole throats the faw cut before her face,

and after her felfe was fet upon a Camell, and led through the hofte

three dayes together, every man reviling, mocking, reproaching, and

defpighting her anddatulat by the award and judgement of the

Princes andCaptaines ofthe Armyfhe was adjudged to betiedbythe

hair of herhead,oncarmé and one foot to the tail of awilde andunt-

med horfe,and fotobeleft to his mercy to be drawne miferablytoher

deftruction: whichwas no fobner executed, but her miferable carkafe

(the inftrument of fo many mifchiefes ) was with mens feet fpurned,

bruifed, trampled, and wounded after a molt ftrangefashion : andthis

was the wofull endofmiferableBrunchild.

Edilburga, the daughter of OffaKing ofMercia, in England, who was

marriedtoBrigthritus Kingofthe Weft Saxons, was awoman fo paffing

all the bounds of humanity, and fo given to cruelty and otherbeaftly

conditions, that the art poyfoned divers of the Nobles of the King-

dom and then having practifed this wickedneffe upon them , the at

length poyfoned alfo the Kingher husband: forwhichcaufe flyingover

into France unto Charles the Great for fear of punishment amongher

ownepeople, whenbyreafon of herbeautie itwas offered unto her, that

fhe fhould marryeitherwiththe Kinghimfelfe orwith his fon ; becaufe

fhe choſe the fon beforethe father, married neither the onenor yetthe

other, butwas thrust into a Monaftery, where the not forgettingherold

trade, playingthe barlot with a Monke, was expulfed from thence, and

ended her life ingreat penury and mifery.

About the fametimethat this Edilburgawasthusworkingher feats in

England, Irene, anothermoſt idolatrous and cruell minded woman, be-

ing
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ingEmpereffe of the Greekes, was as bufie for her part at Conftanti

nople . This wickedwoman, throughthe meanesof Pope Adrian, took

thebody of Constantine Emperour of
Conftantinople, her owne husbands

father ; andwhen the had burned the fame, the caufed the afhesto becaft

into the fea, becauſe he
difannulled images. Afterward reigningwith her

fonConstantine the fixth, fon to Leo the fourth, and being at diffention with

him for difallowing the
worshipping of images, cauled himto be taketi

and laidin prifon : who afterward, through power of friends, being re-

ftored to his Empire again, at laft the caufed the fameher owne fonto be

caft in prifon, and his eyes to be put out fo cruelly, thatwithin fhort ſpace

hedied. Afterthis, the faid Empereffe as it were
triumphing in her cruel-

tyand idolatry, caufed aCouncell tobe held atNice, where it was decreed,

That images fhould again be reftored to the Church but this Councell

was after repealedby another Councell holden at Frankford by Charles the

Great and at length this wicked woman was depofedby Nicephorus (who

reigned after) andwasexpulfed the Empire, and afterthe example of Edil-

burga above mentioned (being condignely puniſhed for her
wickedneffe)

ended her life inmuchpenury andmifery.
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AlexisEmperour ofthe Greekes dying, left behinde him awicked Sabel.lib.7:

and cruellwoman, his late wife now widow. This widow being exhorted Decad.1.

bythe Peeres of the Empire to a fecond marriage, andto that end choice

being offereduntoher of all the Nobility, to chufewhom the fhould beft

affect,
notwithſtanding refufed all for the was folinked in familiarity

withone ofherowne houfhold called Grifo (who afterward when he came

tobeEmperour called himselfe Emanuely that for his lovethe refuſed all

other matches : withthis Grifo this wicked woman entereth a fecret and

bloudy practife : fhe confulted with him, that he ſhould bring into the

Court a numberof his fervants fecretly armed ; whichcomming in at di-

verstimes, and by divers wayes, to avoid fufpition, the difpofed in the

houfe in fecret places, tobe readyather calltoexecute her bloudy defigne-

ment. This beingthus plotted, the called together the Peeres of theEm-

pire, and demanded of them, if theywere content that ſhe ſhould chufe to

her husbandwhom the pleafed, and that they would
acknowledge himfor

theirEmperourwhom the fhould chufe ; when asthe Noblemen hereunto

confented, fuppofingthat thewould have chofen one fitting for her eftate,

fhe prefently faluted this Grifo, her old
adulterous companion, for herhuf

band andEmperour, and
commanded them all to fwear fealty unto hims

whichwhen asthey all utterly refuſed and difdained, the wicked woman

forthwith calledthe bloudy troop prepared for that purpoſe, and cauſed

them alltobe murdered, not one efcaping alive. Thus to fatisfie herwic

ked luft, the ſpared not to ſpill the bloud of themoftpart ofher Nobility

after a molt favageand cruell manner and indeed the injoyed her defire,

butbehold the iffue of it : from this time forward the race of Constantine

ceafed to fit inthe
Imperiall throne, andnodoubt but Gods

vengeance alfo

fellupon her and her wicked husband.

:.

In the yeer of our Lord 700. Gracus the famous King of Polandbeing Herbut .

deceaſed, theCrowne and
Governmentdefcendedupon his onely daughter Holon

Venda,by full confent of thewhole Realme. This Vendabeing of a proud

lib.t.cap.6:

andſtately nature, refufed to be joyned in marriage withany ; faying,

That fhe had rather bea Prince her felfe, andgovernedbyher owne power,

T
than
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236 thanthewife of the greateſt Prince in the World. Amongmany that

were fuiters unto her, therewas one Ritgerus, a nobleand mightyPrince

of the Theutons ; whofe fuit being not onely denied, but fcernefully re-

jected, and he notwithst
anding greatly inflamed with her love, went about

to enforceher by ſtrength to his will : but the as valiant as he, raiſed a

great power to withſtand his violence : when the matter was ready tocome

to deciding by blowes , Ritigerus his army perceiving the refolution of

Queen Venda,, and the danger and loffewhichwas like to ariſe to them, and

that upon fo flight an occafion, refufed to fight fo that Ritiger be-

ingthus forfaken, for griefe and fhame flew himfelfe: and Queen Venda

returningto Cracovia, and there facrificing to her gods for her good fuc

ceffe ; at laft, leaft her fuccesfull governme
nt fhould be ftainedwith fome

difaftrous misfortun
e, and foher pride abated, to prevent this fear, defpe-

rately threwher felfe from an high bridge into the River Viftula, andthere

endedher glorious and proud dayes with a fhamefull and ignominio
us

Cic.Of.lib.1.

death.

:

Let every one bothgreat and fmall learne by thefe examples tocontain

themſelves within the limits of humanity, and notbefoready and prompt

to the fheddingof humane bloud, knowing nothing tobe more true than

this, That he that fmitethwiththe fword, fhall perishwith the fword.

CHAP. XVII.

Let

Offuch, as without neceßity, upon every light

cauſe,move war,

S in Surgery, so in aCommon-wealth wemuſt account

waras a laft refuge, and as it were a deſperate medi-

cine, which without very urgent neceffity, when all

other meanes of maintaining our eftate againſtthe af-

faults of theenemy fail,ought not tobe taken in hand

and indeed the chief fcope and marke that all thoſethat

lawfully undertake war, ought to propound to them-

felves, fhouldbe nothing elfe, but the good and quiet of the Common-

wealth, withthe peace and repofe of every member thereof . Andthere-

fore fooft as any reaſonable offers and conditions of peace are propounded,

theyought tobe accepted, tothe end toavoid the maffeof evils (as ruines,

bloudfheds, robberies) which alwayes accompany war as neceflary atten-

dants : forwhofoever dothnotfo, but upon every light occafion runneth

to Armes , and to trie the hazard of battell , they manifeft their owne

fooliſhandpernicious rafhneffe, and their ſmall confcience in fhedding

humane bloud.

Amongst the good Kings of Judah, Tofas for piety and zeal inthefer

viceof God , was moſt renowned: for he purged the Realme from all

droffe of idolatry, repairedthedecayed Temple, and reftored it tothe first

glory; andyet for all this for committing this one crime, he loſt his life :

for as Necho King of Egypt was paffing withanArmytoward the King

1 Chron'35. of Babylon in Charcamis, befide Euphrates, to bidhim battell, hewould

needs
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needs encounter him bytheway, and interrupt his journeybyunprovoked

war ; yea , though Necho had by embaffage affured him not to meddle

with him, but intreated onely free paffage at his hand: yet would not lofias

inanywife liften (fo opinionative and felfe-willed was he) but gavehim

battell in the field, without any juft caufe, fave his owne pleafure, which

turned tohis pain: for he caught fo many wounds at that skirmish, that

fhortly after hee died of them, to the great griefe of the whole people,

andthe Prophet leremy alfo, that lamented his death.

King Lohn of France ( for refufing reafonable conditions of peace at the Froi.volte

English mens hands ) was overthrowneby themtwo milesfrom Poytiers, Nic,Gil.2.

with a great overthrow : for the Engliſhmen in regard oftheirowne ſmall

number,and the huge multitude ofthe French to encounter withthem, ti-

morouslyoffered up a furrender ofall that they had either conquered,taken,

orfpoiled, fince their comming from Bourdeaux, andfotobe fworne not

tobear Armes againfthim for feven yeares, fothat they might quietly de-

part. But the King, that crowedbefore the Conqueft, affyingtoo muchin

themultitude of his Forces, ftopt his eares to all conditions, not willing

to hearofany thingbut war, war, even thinking to hew them inpieces,

without one efcaping : but it fell out otherwife, forthe Engliſh men in-

trenching themſelves in a placeof advantage, and hard of acceffe, incloſed

with thicke hedges and brambles, diſturbed and overthrew withtheir Ar-

chers, at the first onſet, the French Horſemen, and wounded moſt of their

menand horfes with multitude ofarrowes : it tarried not long ere the foot-

menalfowere put to flight onthe other fide,and thewhole Army of three-

fcorethousandmen, bybare eight thouſand Engliſh, diſcomfited : divers

great Lordswere found flain in the field, and divers others withthe King

himfelfe carried Prifoners into England : which was agreat ſhake to the

whole Realme, and the occafion of many tumults and diſorders that enfued

afterwards.

Moreover, as it is a rafh part to hazard the doubtfull event of battell

indifcreetly, andwithout cauſe, ſo it is a point of no leffe folly tothruſt

ones felfe voluntarily into any action of war without charge, not being

particularly called andbound thereunto, or having a body unfufficient and

unfit forthe fame. And this was alfo one of thewarlike points of Diſci

plinewhich the antient Romans ufed ; That nonefhould prefumeto fight

forhis Countrey, before he had been admitted by fome Captain by a fo-

lemne Oath.

Of alltheHiftories that I ever read, I know none more ftrange in mat-

ter of war, than this which I now go about to recite, of Henry of Luxen Froiff vel.x.

bourg, Emperour of Germany, who when he heard that his fon Charles cap,130.

Kingof Bohemiawas intheFrenchArmy, and that Philip of Valois, King

of France, was ready to give battell to the Engliſh, albeit he was blinde,

and confequently unfit for war, yet would needs take part withthe French :

andthereforecommanded his menat Armes to guide him intothe place

wherethe Fieldwas tobe fought, that he might frikeoneblow. They as

fooliſhashimselfe, notwillingtocroffehis minde, and fearing to loſe him

inthe preaſe, tied him fafte to the raines of their bridles, beingby this

meanes fo coupled together, as ifthey meant all to perifh together if need

were, as indeed theydid, for theywere overcome in battell, and the next

day found all dead, horfe and men fafte bound together. This accident be-

T 2 fell
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Theatr.Hiftor.

Lanq.Chron.

fell at Crecy neer Abrevile, inwhich journeytheFrench King ſuſtained an

ineftimabledamage, for he loft fifteen of his chiefeft Princes, fourfcore

Enfignes, twelve hundred Knights, and about thirty thouſand men.

In the yeer 1455. the Hungarians without any juſt cauſe orpretence,

made war upontheEmperour Otto, onely moved with adefireofbringing

undertheir fubjection the Germane powers; and the rather at this time,

becauſethey fuppofed the Emperours ftrength ofwar tobe weakened, and

his power of men leffened, bythofe continuall troubles and wars whichhe

hadbeen daily occupied in : notwithſtanding Otto, as by his former deeds

of Armes , he defervedthe firnameof Great, fointhis exploit eſpecially,

for he confcribed eight Legions of men out of Franconia, Bavaria, and

Bohemia, andwith that ſmall valiant handfull, overturned and deftroyed

the huge unchriftened multitude of his enemies : for albeit the Bohemians

being placed in the Rereward, were as fuddenly andunexpectedly affaulted

bythe enemy, that craftily paffed over the River Lycus to fet uponthem

behinde, as unhappily put to flight with the loffe ofthe carriages and vi-

Atuals, whichthey were fet to protect ; yet Otto with his other Legions

renuingthe battell, and encouraginghis fouldiers, gave the enemy fuch an

encounter and repulfe, that he put them to flight and flew themwith ami-

ferable flaug ter : three of their Kingshe took Prifoners, and few of that

vafte Army eſcaped with their lives. On the Emperours fide died many

worthymen, amongwhom Conrade the Emperours fon in law, and Burg-

hardDukeof Suevia were two, befide many other. In this fucceffive bat-

tell, it is to benoted above the reft, how religiously the Emperourboth

began and finifhed it : the day before the Fight he enjoyned a Fafte in his

Army, and directed his prayers to the Almighty, relying moreuponthe

prefence of Gods helpe, than his owne power : after the Conqueft gotten,

he caufed folemne thankes to be given in all Churches to God, for the

great deliverance. I would our moderne Generals and Captaines would

learneby this example to followhis footſteps, and not tomaketheir pray-

ers quaffings, and their thanksgiving caroufings, as theyufe to do, evenas it

were purpofely to tempt theLord, and to ftir up hiswrath againſt them.

PendaKingof middle England, making war upon Anna Kingof Eaſt

Angles, flew him in open field : with which victory being puffed up by

pride, he fentdefiance to Ofway King of Northumberland alfo : who hear-

ing of his approach proffered him great gifts, and fair conditions of peace,

whichwhen Pendaobftinately refufed, he was flain in battellwith thirtyof

his moſt noble Captaines, although he had thrice the numberof people

which ofway had. And thus the heathen andbloudy Pagan ended his cruel-

ty, and paid dear for his too much forwardneffe inwar.

ST
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HeRomaneswere fo accuſtomed by long uſe of warto

Beholdfightings and blondthed, that in time of Peace

allo theywould make themſelves fports and paſtimes

therewith for they would compell poor captives.

and bondflaves either to kill one another by mutuall

blowes , or to enter combate with favage and cruell

beaſts, to be torne in pieces bythem. The firſt (ac-

cordingto Seneca) that deviſed and put in practice this unkindely Com-

bateof Beafts and NMalefactours, was Pompey, who provided an Army of

eighteen Elephants to fight with men, and thought it a notable and com-

mendable spectacle to putmentodeath after this newand ftrange fashion.

Ohhow mens mindes are blindedwith over much profperity ! He efteem-

edhimselfe at that time to be higher in dignity than all other, when he

thus threw towilde beafts peopleof farre Countries, and in the prefence

of the people caufedfo muchbloudtobe thed: but not long after himſelfe

wasbetrayedby the treachery of the Alexandrians, and flainby abond-

flave ( a juft quittance for murderingfo manyof that condition :) thus

muchof Seneca. Now it is manifeft that this was an ordinary paftime

amongtheRomans, albeit it is ſtrange, that anypaftime orpleaſurecould

arifebyfeeing poorCreatures interchangeably itrike one another to death,

and humane bloudtorun likewater along thestreets .

8
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Seneca

It was not then withoutcaufe,but byaſpeciall will ofGodto revenge cru- Flora

elty,that thebondflaves(conductedbySpartacus the Fencer)rebelled against

their maſters inRome,afterthey had broken through the guards of Len-

enlus his houſe, and iffuing out of Capua, gathered together above ten

thoufand fighting men, and encamped themſelves in mount Vefuvius ;

wherebeingbefiegedby Clodius Glaber, they fallied fo rudelyand boifte-

rouflyuponhim, that thevictoryand fpoil of their enemies tents remain-

edontheir fides: after this theyran over all the Land, forraged the Coun-

trey, anddeſtroyedmanyVillages and Townes, but efpecially thefe four,

Nola, Nocera, Terreneva, and Metaponte, were bythem facked and ſpoil-

edwith a ſtrange andbloudy overthrow : after all which, having encoun

tred twoConfuls, theyovercame Lentulus on mount Appennine, and dif-

comfited Gains Caius near Modene all which victories and lucky pro-

ceedings did fo embolden and puffe up the courageofCaptain, Fencer , that

he determined to give an alarmeto Rome, and to lay fiege unto it butthe

Romanespreparingand directing all their Forces towithstand their pra-

ctices,gavehim and hiscruefofore a sepulfe,that fromRometheywere fain

to flie totheuttermoft partsof Italic, and there feeing themſelves pent in

onall fides, and driven to deep extremity, they gave fo defperate an onfet

ontheir enemies, that both their Captain and they were all lain. And

thus the Romans made jolly paftime with their Fencers and bondflaves,

andmore (Ithinke at this time) thanthey either looked orwifhed for: for

T 3
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four hundred of them being taken by thebondmen, wereenforcedtofhew

them paftimeat the fame game whereat they had oftentimes made them-

Orofl.5.c.24. felves merry at their cofts ; and to kill one another, as they had before

time caufed them todo.

Corn.Tacit.

Anna!.1.4.

Senec.L1.de

benefic.

How curious and defirous the people of Rome was wont to be of be-

holdingthefebloudy and mischievous games, Cornelius Tacitus in the fourth

book of his Annales declareth at large ? where he reporteth, That inthe

( in Raigne
Cityof the

Fidenates ether
to behold the Fencers prizes werefifty

peoplebeing gathered to

མས་

thoufand of them hurtand maimedatonetime,bytheAmphitheatre that

fell uponthem ; a cruell paffime indeed, and a ftrangeaccident, norcom-

mingbyadventure (as fomefuppofe) but by thejuftvengeance of God, to

fuppreffefuch pernitious anduncivill fports . The fame ftory is regiftred

by Paul Orefius in his leventhbook, with this adjection, That at that time

werefain more than twenty thousand perfons, ( ?

I cannot paffe over in filence two notable and memorable Hiftoriesof

twoLions, recordedby two famous Authours, Senecethe one, and Aulas,

Gelliusthe other. The firft of whom reporteth,That he fawonthe Theatre

a Lion, who feeing a flave that fometimes had been hiskeeper, throwne

among the beafts to be devoured, acknowledged him, and defendedhim

from their teeth, and would not fuffer any of them todohim hurt. The

Au.Gel.Net . fecond bringeth the teftimony of one Appians, that affirmeth himselfe to

4.16.1.5.6.14. have feen at Rome a Lion, who for old acquaintance fake which he had

with a condemned fervant, fawned upon him, andcleared himin likoman

ner from thefury of the other beasts . The Hiſtory wasthis :

A certainbondflave too roughly handled by hismafter, forfookhim,

and fled away, and in his flight retiring into a defart, and not knowinghow

to beftowhimfelfe, took upacave for his lodging, where hehad not long

abode,but a mighty Lioncamehalting to his den, with a fore andbloudy

leg : the poor flave all forgone at this strange and ugly fight, lookedevery

minute tobedevoured, but the Lionin anothermoodcame fawningly and

foftlytowardshim, as ifhewouldcomplainuntohimof his grief ;where-

at (fomewhat heartened) hebethought him felfetoapply fomemedicineto

his wound, andto binde upthe fore as well as he could ; whichhehadno

fooner done, but the Lion made out for his prey, and ere long returning,

brought hometo his Hoft and Chirurgion certain gobbets of raw flesh,

which he halfe roafting upon a rocke bythe Sun-beames, inade hisdaily

fuftenance, for the time of his abode there : notwithstanding at length

weariedwith this old and favage life, andhatingto abide long in that eftate,

he forfookthe defart, and puthimfelfe againtoadventure: now it chanced

that hewas takenbyhis oldmafter, and carried from Egypt toRome, to

the end tobeanactor in thofe beaftly Tragoedies; but bychance hisold

patient the Lion (taken alfofince his departure,beingready amongst other

beafts toplayhis part) knew himby and by, and ran untohim, fawning

and makingmuchofhim; the people wondring at this ftrange accident,

after enquirymade ofthe caufethereof,gave him the Lion, andcaufed him

to leadhimina ftringthrough the City for a miracle: for indeedboththis

andthe former deferve no other name. Thus God reproveth the favage

inhumanity of men, by the example of the wilde and furious beafts, at

whofe teethpoor fervants found more favour thanattheir makers hands.

The
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ni TheEmperourConstantineweighingthe indignityof thefe and fuchlike

piftimes, and knowinghow fartheyought to bebanished from the fociety:

ofmen,by apublike Edictabolished all fuch bloudy and monstrous fper

acles. In like manner thefe mononachiesand fingle combatesperformed

in places inclofedfor the purpofe, wherein one at the leaft, if not both,ì

muftof neceffity die, ought to be abrogated in al Chriftian policy, asby

the LateraneCouncell itwas well enacted, with this penalty, That whofo-

everfhould in that mannerbe flain, hisbody ſhouldbe deprivedof Eccle-d

fiafticall burialÞ: and truely moſt commonly it commithto paffe that .

theythat prefumemolt upon their owne proweffe and fuength, andarel

moft forward in offering combat, either lofotheir lives, orgain difcredit,

which is moregrievous thandeath voloid 5.Dins bus Slid

or gnibuss. ) Lisvishida ; inq? omi niega smod balleɔ am 213
:
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Urthermorewe muſt underſtand, that God doth nor

onlyforbidmurder andbloudfried but alſo all tyranny

andoppreffion; theroinproviding for the weak againft

the forong, the poor.against the rich, andbendlaves

againsttheirmafters to the endthat none might be

trode under foot, and oppreffad ofothers, under pain

ofhisandignation. Infomuchtherefore astheRomans

ufedfuch rigour towards their fervants it came to paffe by ajuftjudger

mentof God, that theybeingLords overalltheWorld, werethree fundry

times driven by their fervants into great extremities. As first in Rome

withinthewals, at the fametimewhen theyalfo weretroubled withthefer

ditious factions of their Tribunes. SecondlyinSicily, wherethey horribly

laid waftethewhole Countrey: the caufe ofwhich commotion was, be-

caufe the Romans had chained a multitude of flaves together, and inthat

orderfentthemtomanure and till the ground : for acertain! Syrianfuaft

affembled twothoufand men ofthem that camenext hand, then breaking

upthePrifons, multiplied hisArmytofourtythousand,andwiththem pul-

led downe Caftles, rafed upTownes, and deftroyedeverywhere. Thethird

undertakenbya Shepherd, who having killed his mafter, fetanliberty all

the bondmen, and prepared an Army of them, wherewithhe ſpoiled Ci-

ties,Townes, Caftles, anddifcomfited the Armies of Servilius and Encul-

lus,whowere Pretors at that time: but at laft they were deftroyedand

rootedoutbylittle and little and this good fervice got the Romans at

-theirfervants hands.bendabaA. „Di mowyid adlium slí znalo to ,

As everyNationhath bis proper vertue and vice afcribed to it, fothe

Spaniards for their part are noted famous for cruelty towards theirifub-

jectsandvaffals, informuch that (as experience in many witneeth) they

are intolerable inthat kinde ! for which caufe they havebomethemarkes

of Gods Juftice, for their rigorous and barbarous handling of the poor

Welt-Indians , whom they have brought to that extremity by putting

D
them
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242 them tofuchexceffivetravels in diggingtheir mines of Gold (as amely in

Benzon,Milan, the iſlandHifpagnola) that themost part by fighes andteares with by death

of the new

world.

Thefame

Authour.

to end their miferies : many (firftkilling their children) have defperately

hung themfelves on high trees; fome have throwne themselves headlong

from fteep mountaines, and others caft themselves into the feato berid of

their troubles ; but theTyrans have neveriefcaped fcot-free, but came al

wayes to fome miferableend orother : for fome of them were destroyed

bythe inhabitants, others flew one another with their owne hands, pro-

vokedby infariable avarice: fomehave been drownedinthe ſea, andothers

ſtarved in theDefart ; infine, few efcapedunpunished.us davoris

Bombadilla, oneof the Governours of Hilpagnola, after he hadswayed

thereawhile, and enriched himselfe bytheſweat and chargeof the inhabi

tants , was called home again into Spain : whitherward ( according to

the commandment received) asheimbarquedhimfelfe, fhippingwithhim.

fomuchtreaſure as in value mounted to more than an hundred andfifty

thousand duckats, befide many pieces andgraines of Gold, whichhe car-

ried to the Spanish Queen foraPrefent, whereof oneweighed three thou-

fand duckats, there arofe fuch a horrible and outragious tempeft inthe

broad fea, andbeat fo violently againſt his fhips, that four andtwenty

veffels wereſhivered in pieces, and drowned at that blow : there perished

Bombadillahimselfewithmost of his Captaines, and more than fivehun-

dred Spaniards, that thoughttoreturnefullrich into the Country, andbe-

camewith alltheir treafures a proyunto the files.

In theyearof our Lord 1541. The eightday of September, there chan-

cedin the City Guatimala (which lyethinthewayfromNicaragnaWeft-

warda ftrange andadmirablejudgement. Afterthedeath of Alvarado, who

fubduedthis province, and founded the City's andwasbut a littlebefore

flain in fight, itrained foftrangely and vehemently all this whole day and

night, thatof aſudden fo huge a deluge and floud of waters overflowedthe

earth, ftreamingfrom thebottom of the mountains into the lower grounds,

with fuch violence, thatftonesof incredible bigneffewere carriedwithit;

whichtumbling ftrongly downewards, bruifed andburst in pieceswhatfo-

everwas intheirway. Inthe meanwhile there was beardinthe air fearfull

criesandvoices, anda blacke Cow was feen running upand downe inthe

midft of the water, that did much hurt. The firſt houſe that was over-

thrownebythis tempeft, was dead , Alvarado's, wherein his widow (a very

proud woman, that held the Government ofthewhole Province ,in her

hand, andhad beforedefpited God for her husbands death) was flainwith

allherhouthold, and ina momentthe Citiewas either drowned or fubvert-

ed: there perifhed in this tempeft of men and women fixfcore perfons :

but theythat at the beginning ofthe floud fled, faved theirlives . The mor-

row afterthewaterswere furceafed, one might fee the poor Spaniards lie

alongthe fields, fome maimed in their bodies, other with brokenarmes or

legs, or otherwife miferablywounded. Andthus did God revengethe mon-

ftrous Spanish cruelties exerciſed upon thofe poor people, whom inftead

of inticing by fair and gentle meanes to the knowledge of the true God

and his Son Chrift, they terrifiedbyextraordinary tyranny (for fuch isthe

Spanish nature) makingthemthinke that Chriftians were the cruelleft and

moftwickedmenof the earth.ii

& vis

•
10

In the year of our Lord 1514. happened the horrible fedition and

butchery
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butcheryof the Croyfadoes in Hungary : theſtory isthis, There was age-
243

nerall diſcontent amongst the people, against the King andchiefeft of the roach . Cu cus

Realme, becauſe they went not about to conquer thofe places again from in his Annales
the Turke which he held in hungary. Thereupon the Popes Legate of Silefia.

publiſhed Pardons for all thofe that would croffe themfelves to gotowar

against the Turke. Whereupon fuddenly there gathered together a won-

derfullcompany of thieves and robbers, from every corner of Hungary,

who togetherwith great multitudes of the common people that wereop-

preffedbythe infolency of the Nobility (creating themſelves a Generall)

committed a moft horrible fpoil almoft over all Hungary ; murderingall

the Gentlemen and Bishops they could meet withall : the richest and thofe

whichwere nobleft defcended, they empailed alive. This cruell rage con-

tinuing, at laft the King raifed Forces against them, and ere longthey were

defeated in a fet battle, byJohn the fon of Vayvod Stephen, whohaving cut

the moſt of them in pieces, took their Leaders, and put themtodeath by

fuch ftrange torments as I have horrour to remember : forthe Generall of

this feditious troop, called George, he cauſed to be ftript naked, and a

Crowneof hot burning iron to be fet upon his head ; then fomeof his

veines tobe opened, and made Lucatius his brother to drinke the bloud

which iffuedout of them. Afterthat, the chiefeft of the Peafants, who had

been kept three dayes without meat,were brought forth,andforcedto fallup

onthe body ofGeorge (yet breathing) wit their teeth, and everyone to tear

away and eat a piece of it. Thus he being torne in pieces, his bowelswere

pulled out, and cut into morfels, whereof fome being boyled, andthe reſt

roafted, the Prifoners were conftrained to feed on them: whichdone, all

that remainedwere put to most horrible and languiſhing deaths . Anex-

ample of greater cruelty can hardly be found fince theworldwas aworld,

andtherefore no marvell if the Lord hath punifhed the King and Realme of

Hungary, for fuch ftrange cruelties, by fuffering the cruell Turkes to make

fpoil of them Cruell chaſtiſements are prepared for them that be cruell

and inhumane.

Duringthe Peofantswar in Germany, inthe year 1525. a certain Gen-

tleman not content to have maffacred a great number even of thoſewhich

had humblycraved pardonof him, uſedin all company to glory of his ex-

ploits, and to tellwhat murders and thefts he had committed. But fome

moneths after he fell ficke, and languifhed many dayes of an extreme pain

in the reines of his back ; through the torment whereof he felt intode-

fpair, and ceafed not to curfe and deny his Creatour, who is bleffed för

ever, untill that bothfpeech and life failed him. Neither didthe feverity

of Gods jufticehere ftay,but fhewed it felfe on his pofterity alfo; for his

eldeftfon feckingto exalt the proweffe and valour of his father, vaunted

much of his fathers exploits in an open affembly at a banquet ; where-

withall a countrimanbeingmoved, ftabbed him totheheart with hisdag-

ger: and fome fewdayes after the Plague fals among the refidue of his

Family, andconfumeth all that remaineth.

"
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ofAdulterie
s.

T followethby the order of our fubject now totouch

the tranfgreffion of the third Commandeme
nt

ofthe

fecond Table ; which is, Thou shalt not commit Adul-

tery inwhichwords, as alfo in many other Texts of

Scripture, Adultery is forbidden, andgrievous threat-

nings denounced againſt all thoſe that defile their bo-

dies with filthy and impure actions , eftrange them-

ſelves from God, and conjoyne themſelves to whores

and ribauds .

Thisfin didthe Ifraelites commit withthewoman ofMadian, by means

whereof theywereto follow ftrange gods, and to fall into Gods heavie dif-

pleaſure, whoby a cruell Plague deftroyed 24000. ofthem for thefame

fin. And forafmuch as the Madianites (throughthewicked and pernicious

counſell of Balaam) did laythis fnare for them, andwere ſo villanous and

fhameleffe, as to proſtituteand be Bauds to their owne wives ; therefore

they were by the expreffe Commandeme
nt of God diſcomfited , their

Kings and falfe prophets, with all their menandwomen, except onelytheir

unpolluted virgins that had knowne no man, flain : and all their Cities and

dwellings burnedand confumed to afhes. As every one ought tohavere

gardandcaretotheir honefty, fo maides efpecially, whofewhole credit and

reputationhangeth thereupon ; forthey that make noaccount thereof, but

fuffer themſelvesto be polluted with any filthineffe, draw uponthem not

onely moſtvile infamy, but alſo many great miferies : as is provedbythe

daughter of Hippomenes Prince of Athens, who beingawhore, her father

fhutup
in a ſtable withawilde horſe, giving him no provender, nor other

meat to eat, that the horſe (naturally furious enough, but more enragedby

famine) mighttearher in pieces, and with her carkaſerefreſh his hunger,

as he did. Pontus Aufidian underſtandin
g that his daughter had beenbetray-

ed and fold into a lechers hands by a flaveof his thatwas her ſchoolmaster ;

put

them both to death. In like manner ſerved Pub. Atilius, Falifque his

daughter, that fell intothe fame infamy. Vives reporteth, that in our fa-

thers dayes, two brothers of Arragon perceiving their fifter (whomthey

ever efteemed for honeft) to bewithchilde, (hiding their diſpleaſure untill

herdelivery was paft) came in fuddenly, and ftabbed her intothebellywith

their daggers, till they killedher, in the prefence of a fagematron thatwas

witneffe totheir deed . The fame Authour faith, Thatwhen hewas a young

man, therewere three in thefameCountrey, that confpired the deathof a

companion of theirs, that went about to commit this villany, andas they

confpired, fothey performed it, ftranglinghim to deathwith a napkin, as

hewas goingto his filthineffe. As for Adulterers, examples are infinite

both of theirwicked lives and miferable ends. Inwhichnumber many of

them maybe ſcored,that making profeffion of a fingle life,and undertaking

thevow of chaſtity, fhew themſelves monftrous knaves and ribauds, as

Petr.premont, many of the Popes themſelves have done, As we reade ofIohn the Ele

Lud Vives.

venth
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venth, baftardfon to Lando his predeceffour, who bymeanes of his Adul

terieswithTheodors, then Governeffeof Rome, cameby degrees tothe Pas

pacy fohepaffed the bleffed time of his holy Popefhip with this vertu

ous Dame,towhom he ferved inſtead of a common Horſe to fat is fie her ing

fatiableand difordinate luft : but the good and holyfatherwas at laſt taken

and caftin prifon, and therefmothered to death with a pillow: Benedict the

Eleventh,diningon atimewithan Abbeffe,his familiar,was poyfonedwith

certain figs that he eats Clement the Fifth was reported to be acommon

Bawd and a protectourof whores he went apartinto Avignion, and there

Itayed of purpoſetodo nothingbut whore hunt : hedied in great torment

of thebloudyflux, plurifie, andgrief of the ftomacke. 1 oil dine

In our English Chronicles we reade of Sir Roger Mortimer Earlof

March;inthetimeofEdwardthe Third,who having fecret familiaritywith

Isabel, Edward the Seconds wife, was not onely the cauſe toftir her upto

makewar against her husband,but alfowhenhe wasvanquished by her and

depofed from his Crowne, his young fon being inftalled in his Throne,

caufed him moft cruelly to be put to death, bythrufting a hot fpit into his

body, at his fundament. He alfo procured the Earleof Kent, the Kings

uncle, tobe arraigned and beheaded at Wincheſter, forthat hewithstood

the Queenes and his dealings, and would not fuffer them to do what they

lifted. Alltheſe mifchiefes fprung out from thefilthy root of Adultery.

But the juft judgement of God not permitting fuck odious crimes tobe

unpunished nor undetected, it fofell forthat the length, that Iſabel theold

Queenwas difcovered to be with childe by the faid Mortimer whereof

complaintbeing made tothe King, as alfo of the killingof King Edward

his father, and confpiring and procuring the deathof the Earle of Kentthe

Kings uncle, hewas arteignedandindicted,andbyverdict found guilty, and

fuffered deathaccordingly likea Traitor, his headbeingexalted upon Lon-

don-bridge, for a fpeftacle for all murderers and adultererstobehold, that

theymight feeand fear the heavy vengeanceofGod. lt Lill slothwɔddi
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Ow if Adultery , which with liking and confent,of par

ties is committed, be condemned, how much morai

grievous and hainous is the offence and more guilty the

offendour, when with violence the chastity of anyrish

affailed, and enforced ? Thiswas the fin wherewith Si

chem the fon ofHemor the Levite is marked in holy Gemston

Scriptures
for he ravished Dina, Tacobs daughter, foro

which caule Simeon and Levi revengedthe injury doneuntotheir fifter, up

on the bead of not onely him and his father , but all the Males that were in

the City,by putting them tothe word.vd.
Toveto alls volt

It was acuftomeamongst the Spartans and Meffenians during the time

of peacebetwixtthem,to fendyearly toone anothercertain of their daugh

ters,to celebrate certain feafts and facrifices that wereamongst them now

1977
in

1

1

4
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TitusL'vim.

Nic.Gil.vol.1.

Bemb.lib.3.

hift.Venet.

in continuance of timeit chanced that fifty of theLacedemonian virgins

beingcometo thofe folemnefeafts, were purfued bytheMeffenian gallants,

to have their pleaſures of them : but they joyntly making refiftance, and

fighting for their honefties, ftrove folong, not one yeeldingthemſelves a

prey intotheir hands, tillthey all died whereuponarofe fo long andmife-

rable awar, that all theCountrey of Meffenawasdeftroyedthereby.

Aristoclides a Tyran of Orchomenus a City of Arcadia, fell enamored

withamaidof Stymphalis : whofeeingher father byhim flain, becauſehe

feemed to ftand in his purpoſes light, fled totheTemple of Diana, to take

Sanctuary, neither could once be plucked from the image of the goddeffe,

untill her lifewas taken from her but her death fo incenfed the Arcadi-

ans, that they fell toArmes and fharpely revenged her cruell injury.

Appius a Roman, a manofpowerand authority in the City, inflamed

withthe love of a virgine, whofe father hight Virginia, wouldneeds make

her his fervant, to the endto abufe her the more freely, and whileft heen-

deavouredwith all his power and policy to accompliſh his immoderate

luft, her father flewherwithhis ownehands, morewillingto proftitute her

to death, thanto fo foul an opprobry and difgrace: but everymanftirred

up withthewofulneffe of the event, with one confent purfued, apprehen-

ded, and imprisoned the foul lechers who fearingthe award of a moft

fhamefull death, killed himfelfe toprevent a further miſchief.

In theyearof our Lord 1271..under the Raigne ofthe Emperour Ro-

dolph, the Sicilians netledandenragedwith the horriblewhoredomes, adul-

teries andRapes, which the Garrifons that had the governmentover them

committed, not able any longer to endure their infolent and outragious de-

meanour, entered a fecret and common confpiracy upon a timeappointed

for the purpoſe, which was on Easter Sunday, at the shutting inof the

evening, tofetupon them with one accord, and to murder fomanyasthey

could as theydid, for at that inftant they maffacred fo many throughout

the whole Iſland, that of all the great multitudetherefurvived notoneto

bear tidings, orbewailthe dead.

At Naples it chanced in the Kings Palace, as youngKingFredericke,

Ferdinands for, entered the Privy Chamber of the Queen his mother, to

falute herand theother Ladies of the Court, that the Prince ofBiffenio

waiting inthe outward chamber for his returne, was flain byone of his

ownefervants, that fuddenlygave him with his fword threedeadly ſtrokes

in the prefence of manybeholders ; which deedheconfeffed hehadwatch-

edthreeyeares toperforme, in regardof an injurydoneunto his fifter, and

inher tohim, whom he ravifhed against herwill.

Beagon,Milan. The Spaniardsthat firft tookthe Ifle Hifpaniola, were for their whore-

domes and Rapes, which they committed upon thewivesandvirgines, all

murderedby the inhabitants olas tie pat lis

of the new-

found Land.

thour.

21 2011

young

Thefame Au The inhabitants of the Province Cumana, when they faw thebeaftly

outrage of the Spanish Nation, that lay along their Coafts to fish for

Pearle in forcing and ravishing (without difference) their women y

and old, fet upon them upon a Sunday morningwithall their force, and

flew all that ever they foundbythe Sea-coafts Weltward, till there remain-

ed notonealive andthe
furyof therudeuncivill peoplewas fogreat, that

they fparednot the Monkes in their Cloysters,but cuttheir throats asthey

were mumbling their Maffess burnt upthe Spanifhhouſes,both religious

and
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andprivate,burſt in pieces their bels,drew about their Images, hurld downe

their Crucifixes, and caft them in difgrace and contempt overthwart their

Atreets tobetrodenupon : nay, they deftroyed whatfoever belongedunto

them, totheirvery dogs and hennes,and their ownecountrymen that ferved

them in any fervice, whether religious or other, they fpared not, they beat

the earth, and curfed it with bitter curfes, because it had upholden fuch

wicked and wretched Caitifes. Now the report of this maffacrewas fo

fearfull andterrible, that the Spaniards which were in Cubagna doubted

much of their lives alfo ; and truly not without great caufe : for ifthe In-

dians of the Continent had been furniſhed and provided with fufficient

ftore ofbarkes, they had paffedeven into that Ifland, and had ſerved them

withthefame fauce whichtheir fellowes were ferved with; fortheywant-

ed not will, but ability to do it. And theſe are the goodly fruits of their

Adulteries and Rapes, whichthe Spaniſh Nation hath reaped in their new-

found land.

247

Thegreat calamity andoverthrow which the Lacedemonians indured at

Lectria, wherein their chiefeftftrength andpowerswereweakened and con-

fumed, was a manifeft puniſhment of their inordinate luft committed up- Phil, Melanīt.

ontwovirgins, whom after they had raviſhed, in that very placethey cut in lib.z.

pieces and threwthem into apit : and when their father cameto complain

him ofthe villany, they made folight account of his words, that in ftead

of redreſſe he found nothingbut reproach and derifion, fo that with grief

he flew himselfe upon his daughters fepulchre: but how grievously the

Lordrevenged this injury, Hiftories do fufficiently teftifie, and that Leu-

Ariancalamity doth bear witneffe.

Brias a Grecian Captain beingreceived into a Citizens houſe as agueſt, Paufan. lib.si

forced his wifebyviolence to his luft : butwhenhewas afleep, to revenge

wrong, fhe
put out both his eyes ; and afterward complained to the

Citizens alfo, who deprived him of his Office, and caft him out oftheir

.City.

her

Macrinus the Emperour puniſhed two Souldiers that raviſhed their

Hofteffe on this manner : he fhut them up inan Oxes bowels with their

heads out, and fo partlywith famiſhment, and partly withwormesand rot-

tenneffe, they confumed to death.

Rodericus King ofthe Gothes in Spain forced an Earles daughter to his

luft ; forwhichcaufeher father brought against him an Army of Sarafens

andMoores, and not onely flew himwithhis fon, but also quite extinguifh-

ed the Gothicke kingdom in Spain : in this war,
andupon this occafion,

feven hundredthousand men perifhed, as Hiftories record, and ſo aking-

dom came to ruine bythe perverfeluft of one lecher,Anno 714.

loban,Magnus.

Sabel.lib.5c.6.

Atthe facking and deftruction of Thebesby King Alexander, a Thracian

Captainwhichwas in the MacedonianArmy tooka noble Matron prifon- Plut, in vita

er,called Timoclea,whomwhenby no perfwafion ofpromifes he could intice Alexand.

to his luft, he constrained byforceto yeeld unto it: but this noble minded

woman invented a moftwitty and fubtle fhift both to rid her felfe out ofhis

hands, andtorevengehis injury: fhe told him, that ſhe knewwhere a rich

treafure lay hid in a deep pit ; whither when with greedineffe ofthegold

he haftened, and ſtanding uponthebrinke, priedand peered intothebot-

tomeof it, fhethruſthimwithbothher hands into thehole, andtumbled

ftones after him, that he might never finde meanes to come forth: for

V
which
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Liv.lib.33.

ChronicaHun-

garia.

which fact ſhe was brought before Alexander, to have juſtice ; who de-

mandingher what thewas, the anfwered, that Theagenes, who led the The-

bane Armyagainſt the Macedonians, was her brother. Alexander percei-

ving the marvellous conftancy of the woman, and knowingthe cauſe of

her accufation to be unjuft, manumitted and fet her free withherwhole

Family.

When Cn. Manlius having conquered the Gallo-Grecians, pitched his

Army against the Tectofages (people of Narbonia towards the Pyrene

mountaines) amongst other prifoners, a veryfair woman, wife to Orgiagous

Regulus, was in the cuftody of a Centurion, thatwasboth luftfull and cove

tous : this lecher tempted her first with fair perfwafions, and feeingher

unwilling, compelledherwith violence to yeeldherbody, as a flave to for-

tune, fotoinfamy and dishonour: after which act, fomewhat to mitigate

thewrong, he gave her promife of releafe and freedom, upon condition of

acertain fum of money ; and to that purpoſe, ſent her fervant thatwas

captivewith herto her friends to purvey the fame : whichhe bringing, the

Centurion alone, with the wronged Lady met him at a place appointed,

andwhilefthe weighed the money, by her counfell was murdered of her

fervants : fo fhe efcaping, carried to her husband both his money, and

threw at his feet the villaines head that Ifad fpoiled her of her chaſtity.

Andreas King of Hungary havingundertaken the voyage into Syria for

the recovery of the Holy Land, together withmany other Kings and Prin-

ces, committedthe charge of his Kingdom and Family toone Bannebanius,

awifeand faithfull man, who difcharged his Office as faithfully as he took

it willingly upon him. Nowthe Queenhad a brother called Gertrude, that

cametovifit and comfort his fifter in her husbands abfence, and by that

meanes fojournedwithher a longtime, even fo long, tillhe fell deadly in

lovewith Bannebanins Lady, a fair and vertuous woman, andonethatwas

thought worthy tokeep company with the Queen continually towhom

when hehad unfolded his fuit, and received fuch ftedfaft repulfe, that he

was without all hope of obtaining his defire, he beganto droup and pine,

untill the Queen his fifter perceivinghis difcafe, found this perverfe reme-

dy forthe cure thereof; the would often give him opportunity ofdif

courfe, by withdrawingherfelfe from them beingalone, and manytimes

leavethem in fecret and dangerous places, of purpofe that he might have

his will of her, but fhewould neverconfent unto his luft ; and therefore at

laft, whenheſaw no remedy, he constrained herby force, and madeher fub-

ject to hiswill againſt herwill : which vile difgracefull indignitywhen the

had fuffered, the returned home fad and melancholy, andwhenher husband

wouldhave embraced her, the fled from him, askinghim, if hewouldem-

brace awhore, and related untohim her whole abuſe, defiringhimeither

to ridherfrom ſhameby death, orto revenge her wrong, and makeknowne

unto theworldthe injury doneunto her. There needed nomorefpurres to

prickehim forward forrevenge : he pofteth to the Court, andupbraiding

the Queen with her ungratefull and abominable treachery, runneth her

throughwithhis fword, and taking her heart in his hand, proclaimeth

openly, that it was not adeed of inconfideration, but of judgement, in re-

compenceof the loffe of his wives chastity : forthwith he fliethtowards

the King his Lord, that now was at Conftantinople, anddeclaring tohim

his fact, and fhewing to him his fword befmeared with his wives bloud,

fubmitteth
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fubmittethhimſelfe to his fentence, either of death in rigour, or pardon in

compaffion : but thegood Kingenquiringthe truth of the caufe, though

grievedwiththe deathof hiswife, yet acquit him ofthe crime, and held

him inas much honour and efteem as ever he did ; condemningalfo his

wife asworthyof that which ſhe had endured, for her unwomanlikeand

traiterous part. Anotable example of juftice in him, and of puniſhment

in her, that forgetting the lawofwomanhood and modefty, madeher felfe

a Bawd unto her brothers luft : whoſe memory as it ſhall be odious and

execrable, ſo his juftice deferveth to be engraven in marble with characters

ofgold.

249*

Equal tothisKing in puniſhing a Rape, was Othe the firſt for ashe Albert Crantz

pafled through Italy withan Army, a certain woman caft her felfe downe lib.3.

at his feet for juftice againſt a villain that had ſpoiled her of her chastity ;

who deferringthe execution ofthe law till his returne, becauſe his hafte

was great, thewoman asked, who ſhould then put him in mindethereof?

he anſwered, This Churchwhich thou feeft ſhallbe awitneſſe betwixt me

and thee, that I will then revenge thy wrong. Now when he hadmade an

endof this warfare, in his returne, as he beheld the Church, he called to

mindethewoman, and caufed her be fetched ; who falling downebefore

him, defired now pardon for him whom before ſhe hadaccufed, feeinghe

had now made her hiswife, and redeemed his injury with fufficient fatif-

faction : not foI fwear (quoth Otho) your compacting fhallnot infringe,

or colludethe facred Law, but he ſhall die for his former fault, and fo he

caufed himtobe put to death. A notable example forthem, that afterthey

havecommitted filthineffewith a maid, thinke it no fin, but competent

amends, ifthey take her in marriage whomthey abuſed before inforni-

cation.

Nothing inferiour to thefein punifhing this fin, was Gonzaga Duke of Theat, biff.

Ferrara, as by this Hiftory followingmayappear. Inthe year 1547.a Ci-

tizenof Comunwas caft into Prifon upon anaccufation ofmurder, whom

to deliver fromthe judgement ofdeath, his wifewrought all meanes poffi-

ble : thereforecommingto the Captain that heldhim Prifoner, the fued

to him for her husbands life ; who upon condition ofher yeeldingto his

luft and payment of two hundred Ducats, promiſed fafe deliverance for

him ; the poorwoman feeing that nothing could redeem her husbands life,

butloffe and fhipwrackeof her owne honefty, told herhusband who wil-

ledher to yeeld tothe Captaines defire, and notto pretermit fogood an oc-

cafion; wherefore the confented : butafter the pleaſure paft, the traiterous

andwickedCaptain put herhusband to death notwithstanding: whichin

jurywhen thecomplained to Gonzaga Dukeof Ferrara, he caufed the Cap-

tain firsttorestore backehertwohundred Ducats,withan addition offeven

hundred Crownes, and fecondly to marry her to hiswife ; andlaftly, when

he hoped to enjoyherbody,to be hanged for his treachery. Onoble justice,

and comparableto the worthieft deeds of Antiquity, anddefervingtobe

held in perpetuall remembrance !

his

Asthefe beforementionedexcelled in puniſhingthis fin, fothis fellow Theat .hift.

following excelled in committing it, and in being punished for it ;

name isNovellus Cararius, Lord of Pavie, a man of note and credit in the

World for hisgreatneffe, but of infamy and difcredit for his wickedneffe.

This man after manycruell murders and bloudy practifes, which he exer-

V 2
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Lang.cbron.

Zabißoria

Lornalenfi.

cifed in every placewherehecame, fell at laft intothis notorious andab-

hominable crime ; for lying at Vincentia, hefell in love with a youngmaid

of excellent beauty, but more excellent honefty, anhoneft Citizens daugh-

ter, whomhe commanded herparents to fend unto him, that he might have

his pleaſureof her: butwhenthey regardingtheir credit, and ſheher cha-

ftity, morethan the Tyranscommand, refufedto come, hetook her vio-

lentlyout of their houfe,and conftrained herbody to his luft ; and after, to

adde cruelty to villany, chopped her intofmall pieces, and fent themtoher

parents in a basket for a prefent : wherewith her poor father aſtoniſhed ;

carried it to the Senate, who fent it to Venice, defiringthemto confider the

fact, and to revenge the cruelty. The Venetians undertaking their defence,

madewarupon the Tyran,andbefieginghiminhis owneCity,tookhim at

laft prifoner, andhangedhimwithhis twofons, FrancisandWilliam.

Diocles, fonofPifistratus, Tyran of Athens, for ravishing a maid was

flainbyherbrother; whofe death when Hippias his brother undertook to

revenge, and caufed the maidens brother to be racked, that he might difco-

ver the other confpiratours, he named all the Tyrans friends (whichby

commandmentbeing puttodeath) the Tyran asked, whether there were

any more? Nonebutonelythy felfe (quoth he) whom Iwouldwith nextto

behanged ; whereby it was perceived how abundantlyhehad revenged his

fifters chaſtity: bywhofe notable ftomacke all the Athenians beingput in

remembrance of their liberty, expelled their Tyran Hippias out of their

City.

Mundu, a youngGentleman ofRome, ravifhed the chafte Matron Pau-

lina inthis fafhion : whenhe perceived herrefolution not to yeelduntohis

luft, he perfwadedthePricfts of Ifts to fay, that they werewarnedbyan

Oracle, how that Anubias the god of Egypt, defiredthe companyof the

faid Paulina towhomthe chafte Matrongavelight credence, bothbecauſe

fhethought the Priests would not lie, andalſobecauſe it was accounted a

great renowne tohave to dowitha god: and thusbythis meanes was Pan-

lina abuſed by Mundus in the Temple of Ifis, underthename of Anubius.

Whichthingbeing after difclofedby Mundushimselfe, hewas thus juftly

revenged; the Priefts were put to death, the Templebeaten downe to the

ground,the Image of Ifisthrowne into Tiber, and the youngmanbanifhed.

A principall occafion of the Danes firft arrivall here in England (which

after conquered thewholeLand, and exercised amongthe Inhabitants moſt

horrible cruelties and outrages) was a Rape committed byone Osbrighta

deputyKing, under the KingoftheWeft-Saxons inthe North part. This

Osbright upon a timejourneyingbytheway, turned into thehouſe ofone

of his Nobles called Braer, who having a wife of great beauty (he being

fromhome) theKing after dinner (allured with her excellent beauty) took

herto a fecret Chamber, where he forcibly, contrarytoher will, ravifhed

her: whereupon the being greatly difmayed andvexed, made her moneto

herhusband at his returne, ofthis violence and injury received. TheNo-

bleman forthwith ſtudying revenge, first wenttotheKing, and refigned to

his handsall fuchfervices and poffeffions which he held of him, and then

took fhipping and failed into Denmarke, wherehe had great friends, and

had hisbringingup : theremakinghis mone to Codrinusthe King, defired

his aid in revenging of the great villany of Osbright against him andhis

wife. Codrinus gladto entertain any occafion ofquarrell againſt this Land,

arefently



Gods Iudgements.
OfRapes.

prefently levied an Army, and preparing all things for the fame, fendeth

forth Inguarand Hubba, twobrethren, with a mighty Armyof Danes into

England ; who first arrivingat Holderneffe, burnt up theCountrey, and

killedwithout mercybothmen, women, andchildren: thenmarching to-

wardsYorke, encountered with wicked Osbright himfelfe, wherehe, with

themost partof his Army was flain and difcomfited : a juft reward for

his villanous acts as alfo one chief caufe of the Conqueft of the whole

Landbythe Danes .
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In the yearof our Lord 955. Edwine fucceeding his uncle Eldred, was Lauquet.

Kingof England: thisman was fo impudent, that inthe verydayof his

Coronation hefuddenlywithdrewhimfelfe from his Lords, and in fight of

certain perfons ravifhedhis ownekinfwoman, the wife of a Nobleman of

his Realme, and afterward flew her husband, that he might have unlawfull

ufe of her beauty: for which act he became foodious tohis Subjects and

Nobles , that they joyntly rofe againſt him , and deprived him of his

Crowne, whenhe had reigned fouryeares.

p
CHAP. XXII.

Other examplesof Gods Judgements upon

Adulterers.

1with,

Bembus.

Guicciardine.

Mongſt all other things, this is eſpecially to benoted,

howGod (foragreater punishmentofthe difordinate

luft of men) ftrucke them with anew (yet filthy and

ftinking) kinde of Difeafe called the French Pox ;

though indeed the Spaniards were the first that were

infected therewith, by theheat which they caught Pallovius,

amongthewomenof the new-found lands, and fowed

the feeds thereoffirft in Spain, and from thence fprinkled Italytherew

wherethe Frenchmen caught it, when Charles the Eighththeir Kingwent

against Naples. Fromwhence the contagion fpread it felfe throughout di-

vers places of Europe. Barbary was fo over-growne with it, that in all

their Cities the tenth part efcaped not untouched, nay almoſt not a Family

butwas infected. From thence it ran to Egypt, Syria, and the graund

Cairs and it maynear hand trulybe faid, that there was not a corner of

the habitableworld, where this not onely new and ftrange (for itwas never

heard of in antient ages) but terrible and hideous fcourge of Godswrath

ftretched not it felfe. Theythat were fpottedwith it, and had it rooted in

their bodies, led a languiſhing life, fullof aches and torments, and carried

intheir vifages filthy markes of uncleanbehaviour, as ulcers, boyles, and

fuchlike, that greatly disfigured them . And herein we fee the words of

Saint Paulverified, Thatan Adulterer finneth againsthisowne body. Now for

fo muchas theworld is fobrutithlycarried intothis fin, as to none more Cor.6.18 .

the Lordtherefore hathdeclared hisanger againft it in divers forts, ſo that

diverstimes he hath puniſhed it in the very act, or not long after, bya

ſtrangedeath. Ofwhich, Alcibiades,one of the great Captaines ofAthens, Sabe .

may ſtand for an example ; who being polluted with many great and

V 3 odious
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Plin.lib.7.

Holinfhed.

Mich.Rit.

Neap.

Lib.de obedi.

odious vices, andmuch givento his pleaſures, and fubject to all unclean-

neffe, ended his life in the midft thereof: for as he was incompanyofa

Phrygian ftrumpet (having flownethither to the King of Phrygia for fhel-

ter) was notwithſtanding fet uponby certain Guards, which the King(in-

duced by his enemies) fentto ftay him ; but they though in numbermany,

through the conceived opinion of his notable valour, durft notapprehend

him at hand, but fet fire tothe houſe, ftanding themſelves in armes round

about it, to receive him if need were : he feeing the fire, leaped through

the midſt of it,and fo long defendedhimselfe amongst them all,till ftrength

failed in himſelfe, andblowes encreafinguponhim, conftrained him to give

uphis life amongſt them .

Pliny telleth of Cornelius Gallus and 2. Elerine, two Roman Knights,

that died in thevery action of filthineffe.

In the IrishHiftorywe finde recorded a notable judgement of God upon

a notorious and cruell lecher, one Targefnis, a Norwegian, who having

twice invaded Ireland, reigned there as King for the ſpace of thirtyyeares.

ThisTyran not onely cried havocke and fpoil upon thewhole Countrey,

abufing his victoryvery infolently, but alfo fpared not toabuſevirgins and

women at his pleaſure, to the fatisfying of his filthy luft . Omalaghlilen

Kingof Methwas infome truft withthe Tyran : his onely daughter Tur-

gefniscravedforhis Concubine; but he having a readywit, andwatching

his opportunity, feemed not onely not to deny his daughter, but to offer

him thechoice of many other his neeces and coufins, endowed (as he fet

them forth) withfuch fingular beauty, as they feemed rather Angels than

mortall Creatures . The Tyran as itwereraviſhed, and doting in lovewith

thofe peerleffe pieces, could endureno delay, but muft needs poffeffe him-

felfe of theirbodies, and that very fpeedily: towhich Omalaghlilen con- ·

defcending, attired his daughter in princelikeapparell, andwithher fixteen

properyoungmen, beautifull and amiable tobehold, in like array, and fo

being fent unto theKing,were prefented unto himin his Privy Chamber,

having noneabouthimbut afewdiffolute youthfull perfons : whereupon

thofe difguifed young ftriplings drew forth from under their longwo-

manifh garments their skenes, and valiantly beftirring themselves, firſt

ftabbed theirweapons points through thebody oftheTyran, andthen fer-

vedallthofe youthesabout him with the like fauce, they makingfmall or

no refiftance. And thus theabhominable lecher, together with his rabble

of filthy Pandars, received the due reward of their ugly filthineffes and

bythis meanstheIrishNationwasfreed from theflaveryofa cruell Tyran.

Theodebert, the eldest fon of Glotharius, died amidft his whores, towhom

he was(though married) tootoo much addicted . The like befellone Ber-

traneFerrier at Barcelone in Spain, accordingto the report of Pontanus.

Fulgof.lib.6: In like mannerthere was one Giachet Geneve of Saluces, a man that had

cap.12.
bothwifeand children of his owne, of good yeares, well learned, andof

good efteem amongft his neighbour Citifens, that fecretly haunted the

company of a young woman; withwhom being coupled oneevening in

his ftudy, hefuddenlydied : his wife and childrenfeeing his longtariance,

whentime required togo tobed, calledhim, and knockedathis doorvery

hard, butwhennoanfwerwas made, theybrokeopenthedoores that were

locked onthe inner fide, and found him (to their great grief and diſmay)

lyinguponthe woman ftarke dead, and her deadalſo

Clandin



Gods
Iudgements.ado cons Of Rapes

Claudius of Affes, Counſellourof the Parliamentof Paris, (amanvery

evill-affected toward the Profeffours of the Gofpel) committed villany

with oneof hiswaiting-maids, inthevery midftwhereofhewas taken with

an Apoplexy, which immediately after madean endof him.

Not longfince, here in our owne Countrey, a Noblemans fervant of

good credit and place with his maſter, having familiarity with another

manswife, as hewas about to commit villany with her in a chamber, he

fell downe ſtarkedead with his hole about his heeles : which beingheard

(byreafonofthe noife his fall made) of thofe which were inthe lower

room,they all ranuphaftily, and eafily perceived boththe villanyhewent

about, andthe horrible judgement of God upon him for thefame. This

happened in Northamptonshire, as itwas teftified by very godly, honeft,

and fufficient witneffes.

Another in Hertfordshire about Barkway, having the company of a,

harlot in aWood,was alſo furpriſed bythejudgement of God, and ſtrucke

dead as it feemed in the very committall of that filthy act : his name I

conceal, as alfooftheformer, that nonemightthinkethemſelves difgraced

thereby, but all learne tofearthewrath of God, and tremble at his judge-

ments.
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Hift Ind.

lib.2.cap.97.

Wereade alfo of a Chirurgeon, who difdaining his honeft wife, had

abandoned himselfe to aftrumpet ; andgoingon atime tohorfebacke, and

askedbyhis wifewhither hewent, heanswered fcornefully, To the Stewes,

going indeed prefently to his Adultereffe. After a whilehe returnethto

horfe, andoffering to managehis round, the herfe leapes and bounds extra-

ordinarily, and cafts this wretchedman out of the faddle, in fuch fort, as

one of his feet hung in the bridle. The horfe beinghot, ran fofuriouſly

upontheftones, as he beat out his braines, and never ftayeduntill hecame

beforethe Stues, where this miferable man remained deaduponthe place.

The Spaniards inthe Weft-Indies going to feek goldnear unto the gulfe Benzi

ofUruba, their Captain, called Hareda, carried away the daughter of the Gomara,

Cacique orLordof theplaceprifoner, and abusedher as his Concubine

the Cacique foon after cametothe Captain, makingfhewthat hecametol

redeemhis daughter,but being come into his prefence,he reproachedhim

with injurious words, andfhot apoyfoned arrow at him, withanintent cơ

kill him; buthe woundedhim onely in thethigh: whereuponthe Spani-

ards rufhing in fuddenly with their fwords drawne, flew the Cacique, his

wife,andall his company. Butthis villanous Captain escapednottheartı

row of Gods wrath: for he was drivento retireout of that Countreyinto

Hifpaniola, wherehe diedof his woundwithinfew dayes after in extreme !

paines all his company being imbarqued to Spain-ward, were driven

backeby thewinde, and after infinite toiles, fome of them wereflainby:

the Indians, and the reftdied miferably of divers Diſeaſes : and this was

the fruit of that,Adultery.

of Swiffe.

Intheyear 1533.a certain religious manin theTowneof Clavenne in Stumpfius.

the Grifons Countrey, beingenamouredwitha certainbeautifull maid, af. lib.10.bift .

fayedby all meanes tocorrupther chaſtity,andtoallureher to his will:but

whenbyno meanes he couldobtaine his defire, he counterfeitedcertain ap-

paritions and revelations,abufing the facred Nameof God,and of theVirt

gin Mary, andfo feducedthis poor maid to his luft : but his impoſturebe

ingdifcovered,he wascommittedto priſon,andnotwithstandinghis Order,

was publikely beheaded,and his body burnt.
CHAP.
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Ephef.5.

Dial.3.

Lib.7.cap.17.

CHAP. XXIII

ShowingthatStues ought notto beſuffered

AmongChristians.

Y thiswhichhath been fpoken it appeareth manifeftly, how

infamous a thing is it among Chriftians to privilege and

allow publique places for Adulteries, albeit it is acom-

monthing in the greateft Cities of Europe ; yea, and in

thevery bowels of Chriftendom, where no fuch villany

fhouldbe tolerated. There is nothing that can caft any

colour of excuſeupon it, feeing it is exprefly contrary to Gods edict in

many places : as firſt, bon fbalt not commit Adultery and in Lev.19.29.

Ibowfhalt notpollare thydaughterin prostituting hertobeawhore, lesttheland

bedefiled with whoredom, andfilledwith wickedneffe and in Deut.23.17.

Let there be nowhore ofthe daughters of Ifrael, neitherawhore-keeper of the

Sonnes of Ifrael. This isthedecree of God, andthe rulewhichhe hadgiven

usto fquare our affectionsby, and it admitteth nodifpenfation . But fome

doobject, that those things are tolerated to avoid greater mifchiefes : as

though the Lord were not well advifed when he gave forththofe Com-

mandments, orthat mortall menhad more difcretion than the immortall

God. This truely is nothing elfe but to reject and difannull that which

Saint Paul requireth as adutyof all Chriftians ; namely, That fornicati-

on and all uncleanneffe fhould not once be named amongst us, neither

filthineffe , foolish talking , or jefting , which are things not comely ;

forfomuchas no whoremonger nor unclean perfon can haveany inheri

tancein theKingdom of God. Platothe Philofopher, thougha Panim, and

ignorant of theknowledge of thetrue God, forbadexprefly inhis common

wealth Poets and Painters toreprefent or fet totheview anyunclean and

lafcivious counterfeit, whereby good manners mightbeanywayesdepra-

ved. Aristotle following his masters fteps, ordained in his Politiques,

That all filthy communication fhould be banished out of his City. How

far thenwerethey fromgiving leave and liberty forfilthy andftinkingbro-

thel-houſes tobe erected and maintained? In this therefore the very Hea-

then are a fhame and reproachtothofethat call themselves Chriftians and

Catholiques. Befides, the goodly reafonwhichthey alleage for theirup-

holdingof theirStues is fo far from the truth, that the contrary is ever

truer ; namely, that by their odiousanddifhoneft liberty moreevillarifeth

to the worldthan otherwife would, infomuch as it fetteth open a wide

doortoall diffoluteneffe and whoredomes, and an occafion of lechery and

uncleanneffe even tothofethat otherwifewould abftain from all fuch filthy

ations. Howmanyyoungfolke arethere, as wellmen as women, thatby

this meanesgive themselves over to loofeneffe, and undo themſelves urter-

ly Howmanymurdersare, havebeen, and fillwillbe committedthere

by? What adiforder, confufion, and ignominyof nature is it, for a father

toliewithherwithwhomhisfonhadbeenbut a little before? Or the fon to

comeafter the father? and fuch like : butbythe juft judgement of God it

commethto paffe, that that whichis thought tobeenclofedwithin the pre-

RO
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cincts of certain appointed places, fpreadeth it felfe at large fo far, that

oftentimeswhole ftreets and Cities are poyfoned ; yea, even their houſes,

who in regardof their placeeither in the Law or policy, ought to ſtopthe

ftreamoffuchvices : nay, which is more marvell, they that with open

mouth vaunt themſelves tobeGods Lieutenants onearth,, Chrifts Vicars,

and Succeffours to his Apoſtles, arefo filthy and abhominable, as to fuffer

publike bauds andwhoresto be under their nofesuncontroled ; andwhich

is more, toenrichtheir treaſures bytheir traffique. Cornelius Agrippafaith,

Thatof allthe be-bauds of his time, Pope Sextuswas most infamous : for

hebuilded a mostglorious and ftately Stues (ifany ſtateor glory can abide

in fobad a place) as wellfor common Adultery, as unnaturall Sodomy, to

be exerciled in. He uſed (as Heliogabalus waswont todo)tomaintain whole

heards ofwhores, with whom he participated his friends and fervants as

they stood inneed, and byAdulteries reared yearly great revenues into his

purfe, Baleus faith,That atthis day everywhorein Rome payes tribute to

the Pope, a Iulle ; whichamountedthen totwentythoufand Ducats bythe

year at leaft ; but nowthe number is ſo encreaſed, that it arifeth tofourty

thoufand. Ithinke there is none ignorant, how PopePaul the thirdhad by

computationfive andfourtythouſandwhores and curtezans, that paid him

amoncthlytribute for their whoredomes : and thus alfo this holy Father

was a protectourandupholder of the Stues, and defervedbyhis villanous

behaviour (forhewas oneofthe lewdeſt Adulterers of that time) to bear

the nameof theinafterand erectourof thefe filthy places : andhereinboth.

beand therest of that crue have fhewed themſelves enemies to God, and

true Antichrifts indeed, and have not onely imitated, but far furpaffed

fhameleffe and wicked Caligula in all filthy and monftrousdealings . Thou

fhalt not (faith Mofes) bringthe hire ofawhore into the houſe of the Lord Deut.23.

thy Godfor any vow: bywhat title then can theſe honeft men exact ſo

great rent from their whorish Tenants, feeing it is by theLaw of God a

thing fo abbominable ? Truly itcan no otherwiſebe buta kinde of art of

baudery, as maybegathered outof the Law which is in F. deritu napt. L.

palem. Quibabet mancipia,&c. Themeaningwhereof is, That hewhich for

gain prostitutethhis flaves to the luft of men, and draweth thereby com-

modityto himſelfe, is a Baud : He is alfo ftainedwith infamyby the Law

Atbletas, that partaketh the gain or wages of a whore. How muchmore

then is that Law of lastinian tobe commended, which commandeth all

whores tobebanished out of the confines of Cities and Commonwealths ?

Itwasalfoaworthyandmemorable act of Theodofius, whenhe rootedthe Ecclesiast.biß.

Stuesout of Rome; and of Saint Lewis Kingof France, that pulled downe

the Stues at Paris, and chafed away, as neer ashe could, all looſe and who-

rifh womenfrom his Dominions. The antientRomans permitted no wo-

mantobecome anopenwhore, before fhe had made aformall declaration Lb.depudo

of her intent beforethe Ediles; thinking bythis meanes to quenchtheir

hot luft, becauſe they wouldbeafhamed to make fuchan open confeffion.

And byadecree of the Senateit was enacted, That nowoman comming of

gentile Rocke fhouldbefufferedtogiveher felfeoverto this Trade, it being

a ftainandblottotrueNobility.

Secr.l s.c.18.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIIII.

OfWhoredomescommitted under colour

ofMarriage.

Eeing that oftentimes it falleth out, that thoſewhich in

fhew feem mofthoneft, thinke ita thing lawfull to con-

verfe together as manandwifebyfome fecret andpri-

vate contract, without making account of the publike

celebration of Marriage as neceffary , but for fome

worldly refpects, according as their fooliſhanddifor-

dinate affections mifperfwadeth them , to difpence

therewith : It fhall not be impertinent as we go, togivewarninghowun-

lawfull all fuch converfation is, and how contrary togoodmanners, and to

the laudable cuftomes of all civill and well governed people. For it is fo

far from defervingthe name of Marriage, that on the other fide it can be

nothingbut plain whoredom and fornication : the which name andtitle

Corn Tacit. Tertulliangiveth toall fecret and privy meetingwhich have notbeen allow-

edof, received, and bleffedbythe Churchof God. Again, befides the evill

examples which is exhibited, there is this miſchiefmoreover, that the

childrenof fuch a bed cannot be efteemed legitimate, yea Godhimselfe ac-

curſeth fuch lawleffe familiarity, as the miſchiefes that arifetherefrom do

declare, whereofthis one example which we alledge fhall ſerve for fuffici-

ent proof.

In the reigne of Lewis the Ninth, KingofFrance, and Iuliusthe Second,

Pope of Rome, therewas a Gentleman of Naples called Antonio Bologne,

that had been Governour of Fredericke of Arragons houfe, whenhewas

King of Naples, andhad thefameOffice underthe Ducheffeof Malfi after

fhewas widow ; withwhomin protract of timehegrewtohave fuch fecret

and privie acquaintance (albeit thewas a princeffe andhe her fervant) that

heenjoyeedher as his owne wife. Andthus they converfed fecretly together

under the colour of Marriage accorded betwixt them, the fpace of certain

yeares, untill ſhe had bore unto him three children : bywhich meanes their

private dealings which they fo much defired to fmother andkeep cloſe,

burft out andbewrayed it felfe. The matter being come to her brothers

eares, theytook it fo to the heart, that they could not reft untill theyhad

revenged the vile injury and diſhonourwhich they pretended to havebeen

doneto them and their whole houſe, equally by them both. Therefore

whentheyhad chafedthem firft from Ancona, whither in hopeof quiet-

neffe they had fled out of Naples, they drave them alfo out of Tufcane:

whofeeingthemſelves fo hotly purfued on every fide, refolvedto maketo-

wards Venice, thinkingthereto finde fomefafety : Butin the midwaythe

was overtaken, and brought backe to Naples, where in fhort ſpace themi-

ferably ended her life : for her brothers Guard ftrangled her to death, to-

getherwithher chambermaid, who had ferved in ftead of a Baudtothem ;

andherpoor infantswhich fhe hadbythe faid Bologne. But he bythegood-

neffe of his horſe eſcaping, took his flight to Milan, where he fojourned

quietly a long while, untill at the inftant purfuit ofone of her brothers,

the
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the Cardinall of Arragon, hewas flain in the open streets, when he leaft

miſtruſted any prefent danger. And this was a true Cardinall like exploit

indeed, reprefentingthat mildeneffe, mercifulneffe, and good nature which

is fo required of every Chriftian, in traiteroufly murdering a man fo many

yeares afterthe firft rancour was conceived, that might well in halfe that

fpacehave beendigefted, in foftering hatred fo long in his cruell heart, and

waging ruffians and murderers tocommitfo monftrous an act : wherein al-

beit the Cardinals crueltywasmost famous, as alfo in putting to deaththe

poor infants, yet Gods juftice bare the fway, that ufed him as an inftru-

menttopunishthoſewho underthe vail of fecret Marriagethought it law-

full for themto commit anyvillany. And thus God bufieth fometimethe

moſt wicked about his will, and maketh the rage and fury of the Devill

himfelfe ferve for meanes to bring to paffe his fearfull judgements.

CHAP. XXV.

Ofunlawfull Marriages, and their iffues.
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WOw to redres all fuch evils as have before beenmention-

ed, and to avoid all inconveniences inthis cafe, God of

hisbountifullmercy hath ordainedMarriage as a reme-

dy tobe applied to all fuch as havenot the gift of con-

tinency, leaft they ſhould fall into fornication : which

notwithstandingmany fhameleffe creatures that bluſh

not at their owne filthineffe, but rather rejoycetherein,

makenoaccount of. Such arethey that making Marriage one of the Sacra-

ments oftheChurch,donevertheleffe defpife as avile and prophanething;

albeit that the Apoſtle faith, That Marriage is honourable among allmen, and

the bedundefiled ; but whoremongers and Adulterers God willjudge . But they

have it not in that eftimation, feeingbyauthoritythey are deprived of the

ufethereof,and not of Adultery. That which is honeft and laudableis for-

bidden, and that which is finfull and unlawfull, allowed of. This (faith

Sleiden) is the cuſtom of the Germane Biſhops, formoneytofuffer their Lib.4:

Prieſts tokeepharlots, not exacting any other punishment, faving their

purfes, to privilege their knaveries . But thefe reines of liberty were let

more looſe in certain Villages of the Cantons of Switzers, where it was Lib.3.

not onelywinked at, but alſo commanded, That every new Prieft ſhould

have his privatewhore for his ownetooth ; that he might not intermeddle

withothermens. Neitherwas it without reafon that Iohn le Maire faid,

how under thefhew andcolour of chaſtity, Prieſts whoredomes did over-

flow, beingmen abandoned to all diffolute and riotous living. Nowthen it

were far bettertomarry than toburne ; yet in fuch fort to marry, that all

giddineffe and inconfideration fet afide, everyone fhould matcht himselfe

accordingtohis degree and age, with great refpect and good adviſement

had untothem both, totheend to avoid thofe mifchiefes and enormities

whichoftentimeshappen, when eitherbyan over-hardy, fooliſh, and rafh

prefumption, a manwould neftle himselfe in an higher neft than his eftate

and calling requireth, orbyafenfuall and fleshly luft paffing thebounds of

reaſon,
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Judg.21 .

Deut.7.3.

reafon, goeth about to conſtrain and interrupt the law of nature. The

chiefeft thing that is required in Marriage, is the confent of parties, as

well of themſelvesthataretobe joyned together,as ofeachoftheir parents ;

the contratywhereof is conſtraint,whereeither party is forced: as it hapned

to thofe twohundred maids which the Benjamites took by force andvio-

lence to betheirwives.

Thiswas a reproach to Romulus the first King of Rome, when he raviſh-

ed the Sabine virgins that came to fee their ſports, which was cauſe of

greatwar betwixt them . Moreover befides the mutuall joint of lovewhich

ought to bebetwixt man and wife, it is neceffary that they that marrydo

marry inthe Lord, to ferve him in greater purity, andwithleffe diftur-

bance ; which cannot be if a Chriſtian marry an Infidell, for the great dif-

ficulties and hinderances that uſually fpring from fuch a root . Therefore

itwas ftraitly forbidden the people of God to contract Marriageswith

Exod.34.16 . Idolaters ; yea, andtheholy Patriarchs before any fuch lawwas given, had

carefully great regard (in the Marriages of their children) to this thing,

as the exampleof Abraham doth fufficiently declare. Therefore theythat

have anymannerof government and authority over unmarried folkes, whe-

ther theybe fathers, morthers, kinfinen, or Tutors, ought tohave eſpeciall

care and regard thereof. Yea, Chriftian Princes and Lords, or Rulers of

Common-wealths , fhould not in this refpect be fo fupine and negligent in

the performanceof their Offices, as once to permit and fuffer this amongſt

them, which is fo directly contrary to the Word of God ; but ratherby

efpeciall charge forbid it, tothe end that both their Lawes might be con-

formable,andinevery refpect agreeableto the holy OrdinanceofGod; and

that thewaymight be stopped tothofe mifchiefeswhichwere likely to arife

from fuch evilconcludedMarriages.For what reafon is it that ayoung maid

baptifed and brought up inthe Church ofChrift,fhould be given inmarri-

age to aworshipper ofImages and Idols;and fent to fuchaCountrey where

theworſhipof God is not fo much as once thought upon ? Is notthisto

plucke a foul out ofthe Houſe ofGod,and thruſt it into the houfe ofthe de-

vill? out ofHeaven,into Hell? than which,what greater apoftafie or falling

from Godcan therebe ? whereof all they are guilty, that either make up

fuch Marriages ; or give theirgood will or confent to them, ordo not hin-

derthe cauſe and proceedings of them, if any manner of waythey can.

Nowthat this confufion and mixture of Religion in Marriages is unplea-

fant and noyfomto God, it manifeftly appeareth Gen.6 . where it is faid,

that becauſe the ſonnes of God (towit, thofewhom Godhad feparated for

himfelfe fromthebeginning oftheworld to behis peculiar ones,) were fo

evilladviſed, as to be allured with the beauties of the daughters of men,

(towit, of thoſewhichwere not chofen of Godto be his people ; andto

marrywiththem, corruptingthemſelves by this contagious acquaintance

of prophanepeople, withwhomthey ſhouldhave had nothingto do) that

therefore Godwas incenfed againſt them, and refolved fimply to revenge

the wickedneffe of each party without refpect . Befide, the monftrous fruits

of thoſe prophane Marriages, do fufficiently declare their odioufneffe in

Gods fight : for from them arofe gyants of ſtrengthand ftature, exceeding

the proportionof men, whoby their hugeneffe did much wrong andvio-

lence in the world, andgained fearfull and terrible names tothemſelves :

butGod (provokedby their oppreffions) drowned their tyrannies inthe

Floud, and made an end ofthe world for their fakes.
In
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In the time ofthe Judges in Ifrael , the Ifraelites were chaftifed by the

band ofGodfor this fame fault ; for they tooke to wivesthe daughters of

the uncircumcifed, and gavethem their daughters alfo. In like fort framed Judges 3 .

theythemselvesby this meanestotheir corrupt manners and fuperftitions,

and to the fervice oftheir Idolatrous gods : but the Lord ofheaven raigned

downeangerupontheir heads, and made them fubject to a ftranger, the

Kingof Mefopotamia, whomthey fervedthe space ofeight yeares.

Lookewhat hapned to KingSolomon for giving his heartto ftrangewo- 1 Kings 11:

men thatwerenot ofthehoufhold ofGods people : hethat beforewas re-

plenifhed with fuch admirable wiſdome , that he was the wonder ofthe

world, was in his olde age deprived thereof, and befotted with a kinde of

dulneffe ofunderſtanding, and led afide from the true knowledge ofGodto

ferve Idols, andto buildthem Altars and Chappels for their worſhip, and

allthis to pleaſe forfooth his wives humours , whofe acquaintancewas the

chiefe caufe ofhis mifery and Apoftafie.

CHA P. XXIV.

Touchinginceftuowu Marriages.
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Ow as it is unlawfull to contract marriages with parties

of contrary religion, fo it is asunlawfull tomarrythofe

that are neare untous byanydegreeofkindred or affini-

ty, as it isinhibitednot onlybythe law of God,but alfo

bycivill and politiqueconftitutions : whereuntoallna-

tions haveeverbythefole inftinct of nature agreedand

accorded, except theEgyptians and Perfians,whofeab-

hominations werefo great, as to take their owne fifters and motherstobe

theirwives. CambyfesKingofMedia and Perfia, married his owne fifter,

but it was not long ere he put herto death : a juft proofe of an unjuft and

accurfed marriage . Manyothers therewere inprotract oftime,that in their

infatiable lufts fhewed themſelves no leffe unftaied and unbridled in their

lawleffe affections thenhe : One ofwhich was Antigonus King ofJudea, Jofeph.antiq.

fonofHerodes, firnamed Great, who bluſhed not to marry his fifter , the lib.17.cap.15.

latewife ofhis deceaſedbrother Alexander , bywhom he had bornetwo

children : but forthis and divers other his gooddeeds, he loft not only his

goods (whichwere confifcated) but was himfelfe alfo banished out ofhis

countrey intoa forraineplace, from JudeatoVienna, in France.

Hered alfothe Tetrarchwasfo impudent and fhameleffe , that he tooke The ſame,

from his brother Philiphis wife Herodias, andeſpouſed her unto himfelfe : 46.18.cap.3.

whichfhameleffe and inceftuousdeed roba Baptilereproving in him, told

him plainlyhowunlawfull itwas forhim topoffeffe his brothers wife: but

the punishmentwhich befell him forthis,and manyother his fins,wehave

heard inthe former booke, and need nothere tobe repeated.

Anton.Caracallatooke towifehis mother in law, allured thereunto by

her faire enticements : whofewretched and miferableend hathalreadybeen

touched inthe formerbooke.
Morhide

The EmperourHeracliw, after thedeceaſeofhis firstwife , married his

X
Owne
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Sleid.ib.9.

owne neecethedaughter ofhis brother : whichturned mightily to his un-

doing for befides that, that underhis raigne, andas it were byhis occafi-

Fon, the Saracens entred the borders ofChriftendome, and ſpoiled and de-

ftroyedhis dominions under his nofe, to his fouleandutter difgrace,hewas

over andabove fmitten corporallywithfogrievous and irkſome adiſeaſe of

dropfie, that hedyed thereof,

Thus many men run ryot, byaffuming to themſelves too much liberty,

andbreake the bounds ofcivill honefty required in all Contracts , and too

audacioufly fet themſelves againſt thecommandementofGod,which ought

to beoffuchauthoritywith all men, that none (be they never fo great)

fhould dareto derogate onejot fromthem,unleffe theymeant whollytoop-

poſe themſelves as profeft enemies to God himfelfe , and to turne all the

good order ofthings intoconfufion. All which notwithstanding, fome of

the Romish Popes have prefumedto encroachupon Gods right, andto dif-

anullbytheir foolishdecrees the lawes ofthe Almighty : As alexander the

fixth did, who by his Bull approvedthe incestuous marriage of Ferdinand

KingofNapleswith his owne Aunt his father Alphonfus fifterbythe fathers

fide : whichotherwife (faith Cardinall Bembus)had been againſt all law and

equity, and in no cafe to be tollerated and borne withall.

Henry the feventh, KingofEngland, after the death of his eldeſt ſon Ar-

thur, caufed (by the fpeciall difpenfation ofPope Inlius)his next fon named

Henry, to take towife his brothers widdow called Katherine , daughter to

Ferdinando Kingof Spaine, forthedefire he hadto have this Spaniſh affini-

ty continued: who fucceeding his father inthe Crowne, after continuance

oftime, begantoadviſe himſelfe, and to confult whetherthis marriagewith

his brotherswifewerelawfull or no; and found it by conference both of

holyandprophane lawes utterly unlawfull :whereupon he fent certaine Bi-

fhopstothe Queene togiveher to know, That the Popes difpenfation was

altogether unjust, and of noneeffect topriviledge fuchan act : towhom fhe

answered, That it was too lateto call in queftion the Popes Bull which fo

longtimethey had allowed of. Thetwo Cardinals that were in Commiffi-

onfromthePopeto decidethe controverfie, and to awardjudgement upon

the matter, wereonceupon pointto conclude thedecreewhich the Kingde-

fired , had not the Pope impeached their determination in regard of the

EmperourCharles, nephewtothe faid Queene, whom he was loath to dif-

pleafe : whereforethe King feeinghimselfe fruftrate of his purpoſe inthis

behalfe, fent into divers Countries to know thejudgement ofallthe learned

Divines concerningthe matter incontroverfie, who (efpecially thofe that

dwelt not far off ) feemedto allowand approve the divorce : Thereuponhe

refolved (rejecting his oldewife) to take him to anew, andto marrie (as he

did) Anne ofBulloine one of the Queenes inaides ofhonour , a woman of

moft rare andexcellent beauty. Now as touching his firft marriage with

his brotherswife, howunfortunate itwas in itownenature, andhow unjuft-

ly difpenfedwithall bythePope, we fhallanon feebythofe heavy, forrow-

full, and troublefomeevents and iffues which immediatly followed inthe

neckthereof.

And first andformeft oftheevill fare ofthe Cardinall ofYorke, with

whomthe Kingbeinghighlydifpleafed for that at his inftance and requeſt,

thePopehad oppofedhimfelfe tothis marriage, requited him (and not un-

defervedly) onthis manner : first he depofed him from the office ofthe

Chancel-
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Chancellorship:fecondly,deprived himoftwo ofhisthreebiſhoprickes

which heheld and lastly, fenthim packingto his ownehouſe, as onewhom

henever purpoſed more to fee : yet afterward being advertiſed of certaine

infolent and threatning fpeeches whichheuſed against him , he fent againe

for him : but he not daring to refufeto comeat his call , dyed in the way.

with meere griefe and defpight. The Pope gave his definitive fentence

againſtthis act, and favoured the caufe of the divorced Ladie : but what

gained heby it, fave only that the King, offended with him, rejected him

and all his trumpery, retained his yearely tribute levied out ofthis Realm,

and converted it to another ufe : andthis wasthe recompence ofhis good-

ly difpenfationwith an incestuous marriage : whereinalthough, to fpeake

truly andproperly, he loft nothing ofhisowne, yet it was a deep checkand

nofhallow loffeto himandhis fucceffors, to be deprived offogoodly a re-

venue, and fo great authority in this Realme, as he then was.

CHAP. XXVII.

ofAdulterie.

Eeing that marriage is foholyan inftitution and ordinance

ofGod, as it hathbeen fhewedtobe ; it followeth bygood

right that the corruption thereof, namely Adultery, where-

bythe bondofmarriage is diffolved, fhould be forbidden ;

forthe woman that is polluted therewith , defpifeth her

ownehusband, yea and for the moſt part hateth him, and

foifteth inſtrange feed (even his enemies brats) in ſtead ofhis owne,not on-

ly to be fathered, but alfoto be brought upand maintainedby him , and in

time tobe made inheritors of his poffeffions : which thing being once

krowne, muft needes ftirup coales to fet angeron fire,and fet abroachmuch

mifchiefe : and albeit that the poore infants are innocent and guiltleffe of

the crime , yet doth the punishment and ignominie thereof redound to

them, becauſe they cannot be reputed as legitimate, but are even marked

withthe black coale ofbaftardywhileft they live: fogrievous is theguiltof

this fin, anduneafie to be removed. Forthis cauſe thevery Heathen not on-

ly reproved adultery evermore, but alſo byauthority oflaw prohibited it,

and allotted to death the offenders therein.

261

AbimelechKingofthe Philiftims, a man without circumcifion , and Gen.24.

thereforewithout the covenant , knowing by the light of nature (for hee

knew notthe law ofGod) howfacred and inviolable the knot of marriage

ought to be, exprefly forbad all his people from doingany injury to Ifaac

in regard of his wife , and from touching her difhoneftly upon paine of

death. Out ofthefame fountaine fprang the wordsofqueene Hecuba in Eu

ripides, fpeakingto Menelaus touching Helen, whenthe admoniſhed him to

enact this law, That every womanwhichfhould betray her husbands cre-

dit, andherowne chaſtity to anotherman, fhould die thedeath.

In olde timethe Ægyptians uſed to puniſh adultery on this fort ; the Diodor.

manwith a thouſand jerkeswith a reed, and the woman with cutting off

her nofe ; buthe that forced a freewomantohis luft, had his privymem-

X2 bers
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Levit.20.10.

Gen.38.

•

bers cut off. By the law ofIulia, adultererswerewithout differenceadjudg

edto death, infomuch that Iulius Amoniu , amanof great parentage and

reputation amongthe Romanes, whofefonwas nephew to Auguftus fifter

Lib.4.Annal. (as Cornelius Tacitus reporteth) was forthis crime executed to death. A-

relianus the Emperour didfo hateanddeteft this vice, that to the end to

fcareand terrifie his fouldiers from the like offence, he puniſhed a fouldier,

whichhad committed adultery with his hofteffe in moſt ſevere manner,

evenbycausinghim to be tyedbyboth his feet to two trees bent downe to

the earth with force, whichbeingletgoe,returningtotheir courſe,rent him

eruelly in pieces, theone halfe ofhis body hangingon the one tree, and the

other onthe other. Yeaand at this day amongit thevery Turkes andTarta

rians, this fin is fharply punished. Sothat we ought not wonder that the

Lordfhouldordaine death for the Adulterer. If a man (faith the law) lic

withanothermans wife, if(I fay) he commit adultery withhis neighbours

wife, the Adulterer and the Adultereffe fhall die the death. And in ano-

Deut. 22.22 . ther place, Ifa manbe found lyingwith awoman married to a man, they

fhalldiebothtwaine ; towit,theman that laywith thewife, andthewife,

that thou maieft put awayevill from Ifrael. Yea, and before Mofes time al-

fo, itwas a cuſtome toburne the Adulterers with fire , as it appeareth by

thefentence ofIuda (one ofthe twelve Patriarchs) uponThamar hisdaugh

ter in law, becauſehe fuppofed her to have played thewhore . Befide all this,

to theendthis fin might not be fhuffled up and kept clofe , there was a

meanes given, whereby ifa mandid but fufpect his wife for this fin, though

fhe couldby nowitneffe or proofe beconvinced, her wickedneffe notwith

Standingmoft ftrangelyandextraordinarilymight be difcovered. And it

was this : Thewoman publikely at her husbands fuit called in queſtion be-

forethe Priest, whowas to give judgementof her after divers ceremonies

and circumſtances performed, andbitter curfes pronounced by him, her

bellywouldburft, andher thighwould rot, ifthewereguilty,andſhe ſhould

be a curfe amongst the people for her fin ; but if he was free, no evill

wouldcomeunto her. Thus it pleaſed Godto make knowne, that the fil

thineffe ofthoſe that are pollutedwith this fin, ſhould not be hid. This

maymore clearely appearebythe example ofthe Leviteswife, ofwhomit

is fpoken inthe 19, 20, and 21. Chapters of Judges, who having forfaken

her husbandto play thewhore, certaine moneths after he had againe recei-

Rape,/.2.1.19. ved her tobehis wife, fhewasgivenover against her will to the villanous

and monftrous luftsofthe most wicked and perverſe Gibeonites, that ſo

abuſed her for the space of a whole night together, that in the morningthe

wasfounddead upon the threshold : which thing turned to a great deftru-

tionand overthrow in Ifrael ; forthe Levite, whenhe aroſe, and found his

wifenewly dead atthe dore ofhis lodging, he cut and difmembred her body

into twelve pieces, and fentthem intoall the countries of Ifrael , to every

tribe one,to givethem tounderſtand, how vile and monftrous an injurie

was doneunto him : whereuponthewhole nation affembling and confulting

together, when they fawhowthe Benjamites (inwhofe tribethis monftrous

villanywas committed) make noreckoning offeeing paniſhment executed

upon thoſe execrable wretches, they tooke armes againſt them, and made

war uponthem ; wherein thoughat the first conflict they loft to the num-

beroffortythousand men, yet afterward they diſcomfited and overthrew

the Benjamites, andflew ofthem 25000. rafing and burning downe the

Num.s.

City
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CityGibea (wherethe finnewas committed ) with allthe reſt ofthe Ci-

ties ofthat Tribe , in fuch fort that there remained alive but fix hundred

perfons , that faved their lives by flying into the defart , and there hid

themſelves fouremoneths , untill fuch time as the Ifraelites taking pitty

ofthem , left they ſhould utterly be brought to nought , gave them towife

(tothe endtorepeoplethem againe ) foure hundred virgins of the inha-

bitants of Jabes Gilead , referved out of that flaughter ofthoſe people,

whereinman, woman, and childe , were put to the fword , for notcom-

ming forth to take part with their brethren in that late warre. And foraf-

much as yet there remained two hundred ofthemunprovided for, the An-

tients of Ifraelgavethem libertytotakeby forcetwohundred ofthe daugh-

ters oftheirpeople : which could not be but great injury and vexation

untotheir parents , to be thus robbed oftheir daughters , andto feethem

married at all adventures , without their confent or liking. Theſe were

the mischiefeswhich iffued and fprang from that vile and abominable a-

dultery ofthe wicked Gibeonites with the Levites wife , whofe firft vo-

luntary finnewas inlike manner alfo moft justly punished by this fecond

rape and this is no new practife ofour moſt juſt God , to puniſh one One fin puni-

finne by another , and finners in the fame kinde wherein they have thed with ano-

offended.

ther.

2 Sam.12

When King David, after hehad overcomethe most partofhis enemies, 1 Sam.11.

andmade them tributaries unto him, and injoyed fome reft in his king-

dome, whileft his men ofwar purſuingtheir victory , deſtroyed the Am-

monites , andwere in befieging Rabba their chiefe City , he was fo en-

flamedwith the beauty of Bathjhabe, Vriahs wife, that he caufed her tobee

conveyedtohimto lye with her to which finne he combined another

more grievous ; to wit, when he faw her withchilde by him (to the end

to cover his adultery) he cauſed her husband to be flaine at the fiege, by

puttinghiminthe Vantgard ofthe battell at the affault ; and thenthink-

inghimselfe cockfure , married Bathfhabe. But all this while , as it was

but vaineallurements, no folidjoy that fed his minde , and his fleepe was

but offinne, not offafety, wherein he flumbred : fo the Lord awakened

him right fooneby afflictions and croffes, to makehim feele the burdenof

the finnewhichhe hadcommitted : first therefore thechilde ( the fruit of

this adultery) was ſtrikenwith fickneffe and dyed : next his daughter Tha-

mar, Abfaloms fifter, was raviſhed by Ammon one ofhis owne fonnes : 2 Sam. 13 .

thirdly Ammon forhis inceft was flaine by Abfalom and fourthly Abfa.

tom (ambitiously afpiring afterthe kingdome, andconfpiring against him)

raiſed waruponhim, and defiled his Concubines, and came to a wofull de-

ftruction. Allwhich things(being grievous croffes to K.David were infli-

ctedbythe juft hand ofGod, to chaftife and correcthim for hisgood , not

to deftroy him inhis wickedneffe : neither did it want the effect in him

for he was fo far from fwelling and hardening himfelfe in his fin , that con-

trariwifehe caft downe and humbled himselfe, and craved pardon andfor-

giveneffe at the handofGodwith all hisheart , and true repentance : not

liketo fuch as grow obftinate in their finnes and wickedneffe , and make

themſelves beleeve all things are lawfull for them, although they benever

fo vileanddiſhoneft. This thereforethat wehave fpoken concerning Da

vid, is nottoplace himamongthe number oflewdand wicked livers , but

to fhewby his chaſtiſements (being a man after Gods owne heart) how

X 3
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264 odiousanddifpleaſant this fin ofAdultery is tothe Lord,andwhat puniſh-

ment all others are to expect that wallowtherein, fince he spared not him

whomhe ſo much lovedand favoured.

Herod,li.2.

Thucyd.

CHAP. XXVIII.

Otherexamples like unto theformer.

HE hiſtory ofthe raviſhment ofHelene, registred byfo

manyworthy and excellent Authors, andthe great evils

that purfued the fame, is notto be counted altogether

an idle fable, or an invention ofpleaſure, feeing that it

is fure,that uponthat occafion great andhugewar arofe

betweene the Græcians and the Trojanes ; duringthe

which the whole Countrey was havocked, manyCities

and Townes deſtroyed, muchblood fhed, andthouſands of men difcomfit-

ed ; amongwhomthe raviſher and adulterer himſelfe (to wit Paris, the

chiefe mover ofall thofe miferabletragedies) eſcaped not the of the

fword ; nonor that famous cityTroy (which entertained and maintained

the adulterers within her walls)went unpunished, but at laft as the und

deſtroyedby fire and fword. In which facking, olde and gray headed King

Priam,withall the remnant of his halfe flaine fonnes , were together mur-

dered, his wife and daughters weretaken prifoners,and expofed to the mer-

cyoftheir enemies : his whole kingdome was entirely fpoiled , and his

houfe quite defaced, andwell nigh all the Trojane Nobility extinguished :

and as touchingthewhore, Helene her felfe (whofe difloyalty gave confent

tothewicked enterpriſe offorfakingher husbands houfe , and following a

Ant.Volf.up ftranger) fhewas notexempt from punishment: for as fomewriters affirm,

on Ovidi epift . fhe was flaine at thefacke : butaccording to others, hewas at that time

fpared, and entertained againe by Menelaus her husband ; but after his

death, fhewas baniſhed in her olde age, and conftrained for her laft refuge

(beingboth deftitute ofreliefe and fuccour, and forfaken of kinsfolkes and

friends) to flieto Rhodes,where at length (contrary to her hope) thewas

put to a fhamefull death, even hangingon a tree, which the long time be-

fore deſerved.

ofHermiene to

Greftes.

Tit.Livins.
The injuryanddifhonourdone to Lucrece, thewifeofCollatinus, by Sex-

tus Tarquinius, fon to Superbus the laft King of Rome, was cauſe of much

Rape, l.2.6.19. trouble and difquietneffe inthe Cityand elſewhere : for firft fhe (not able

to endurethe great injurie and indignitywhichwas done unto her, puſhed

forwardwithanger and defpite) flew her felfe in the prefence ofher huf-

bandandkinsfolke , notwithſtanding all their defires andwillingneffe to

cleare her from all blame withwhofe death the Romanes were fo ftirred

and provoked againſt Sextus thefonne, and Tarquinius the father, thatthey

rebelled forthwith, andwhen he ſhouldenter the City, fhut the gates a-

gainst him , neither would receive or acknowledge him ever after for their

King. Whereuponenfuedwar abroad, and alteration ofthe ſtate at home;

:

for
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for after that timeRome endured no more King to beare rule overthem,

but intheir roome created two Confuls to be their governours ; which

kindeofgovernment continuedtoIulius Cafars time. Thus was Tarquinius

the father fhamefully depofed fromhis crowne, forthe adultery, orrather,

rape ofhis fon ; and Tarquinius the fon flaine bythe Sabians, for the rob-

beries and murders whichby his fathers advicehe committed against them;

and he himselfe not long after in thewar which bythe Tufcane fuccours he

renued against Rome to recoverhis lofteftate, was diſcomfited withthem, Plutarch.

andflaine inthe middeft ofthe rout.

In the Emperour Valentinianus time, the firft ofthat name, manywo-

menofgreat account and parentage, were for committing adultery put to

death, as teſtifieth Ammianus Marcellinus.

Procop.

WhenEurope, after the horrible wafting and great ruines which it fuf-

feredbythe furious invafion of Attila , began to take a little breathand Li, 28.

findefome eafe, behold anew trouble, more hurtfull and pernitious than

the former, came upon it, by meanes of the filthy lechery and luft ofthe

Emperour Valentinianus, thethird ofthat name, who byreafon ofhis evill

bringing up, andgovernment under his mother Placidia, being too much

fubject to his owne voluptuoufneffe, and tyed to his owne defires, difhor

noured thewife of Petronius Maximus, a Senatour ofRome, by forcingher

to his pleaſure ; anact indeedthat coft him his life, and many more be-

fide, and that drew after it the finall deftruction ofthe Romane Empire,

and the horriblebefacking and defolation of the City ofRome : For the

Emperourbeing thus taken andſet on fire with the love ofthis woman

through the excellentbeautywherewithfhe was endued , endeavoured firft

to enticeher tohis luft by faire allurements ; and feeing that thebulwarke

ofher vertuous chaſtitywould not bythis meanes be fhaken , but that all

his purfutewas ſtill invaine, hetryed a new courfe, and attempted to get

herby deceit and policie ; whichtobring about, one day fettinghimselfe

to playwithher husband Maximus, he wonofhim his Ring, whichhe no

foonerhad, but fecretly he fent it to his wife in her husbands name, with

this commandement, That by that token fhe ſhould come prefently tothe

Court, to doe her duty totheEmpreffe Eudoxia : fhe, feeing her husbands

Ring,doubted nothing,but came forthwith,as thewas commanded ; where,

whileft hewas entertained by certaine fuborned women, whom theEm-

perour had fet on, he himfeife commeth in place, and difclofeth unto her

his whole love, which hefaid he could no longer repreffe, but must needes

fatisfie, ifnot by fairemeanes, at leaftby forceandcompulfion, and fo he

conſtrained herto-his luft. Her husband advertiſed hereof, intended to

Rape,

revenge this injuryupon the Emperourwith his ownehand but feeing a cap.19.

he could not execute his purpofe,whileft dius , the Captaine Generall

ofValentinianusarmy lived (a man greatly reverenced and feared for his

mighty andfamous exploits,atchieved inthewars agaiuft the Burgundians,

Gothes, and Attila) he found meanes by fuggefting a falfe accufation of

treafonagainsthim (whichmade himtobe hated and fufpected ofthe Em-

perour) to worke his death. Afterthat Actiuswas thus traiteroufly andun-

worthily flaine, the griefe ofinfinite numbers of people for him, in re-

gard ofhis great vertues andgoodfervicewhich he had done to the Com-

monwealth , gave Maximus fit occafion to practiſe the Emperours de-

ftruction, and thatbythis meanes : He fet ontwo ofActiusmoft faithfull

followers,
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Mandat.6.

lib.z.cap.8.

Treafon,

lib.3.cap.3.

followers, partly bylaying beforethemthe unworthy death of their ma-

fter, and partly byprefents and rewards,tokill the Emperour ; which they

performed as hee was fitting on his feat ofjudgement in the fight ofthe

wholemultitude ; amongwhom there was not one found that wouldop-

pofehimselfeto Maximus in his defence , fave one of his Eunuchs , who

Iteppingbetwixt to fave his life , loft his owne : and the amazement of

thewhole Citywith this fudden accident was fo great , that Maximus ha-

vingrevengedhimſelfe thus upon theEmperour , without much adoe not

only feifeduponthe Empire , but alfo upon the Empreffe Eudoxia, and

that againſt herwill, tobe hiswife (for his owne dyed but a little before :)

Now the Empreffe, notable to endure fo vile an indignity (beingabove

meaſurepaffionatewith griefe and defire ofrevenge) confpired his deftru-

&tiononthismanner : She fent fecretly into Africa to folicite and request

moſt inſtantly Genfericus KingoftheVandales , by prayers mingled with

prefents, tocometo deliver her andthe City ofRome from the cruell ty-

rannyofMaximus , and to revenge the thrice unjuft murder of herhuf-

bandValentinian ; addingmoreover, that hewas bound to doe noleffe , in

confideration of the league of friendship which by oathwas confirmed

betwixt them. Genfericus well pleafed withthefe newes , laid hold upon

the offered occafion , which long time hee had more wished than hoped

for, andforthwith ( being already tickled with hope ofa great and
inefti-

mable booty ) rigged his fhips and made ready his armie by Sea,

lanching forth with three hundred thousand men , Vandales and

Moores and with this huge fleete made ftraight for Rome. Ma-

ximus meane while miftrufting no fuch matter, eſpecially fromthoſe

parts , was fore affrighted at the fudden brute of their comming ;

and not yet underſtanding the full effect of the matter , perceiving

the whole Citty to bee in difmay , and that not only the common

people, but alſo the Nobilitie had for feare forfaken their houſes

and fled to the Mountaines or Forreſts for fafety : hee I fay de-

ftitute of fuccour , tooke himſelfe alfo to his heeles , as his fureft

refuge ; but all could not ferve to rid him from the juftvengeance of

God prepared for him, for the murders which hee had beene caufe

of: for certaine Senatours of Rome , his private and fecret foes ,

findinghim alone in the way ofhis flight , and remembring their olde

quarrels, fell upon him fuddenlyand felled him downewith ftones, and af-

ter mangled him in pieces, andthrew his body into Tiber. Three dayes

after arrived Genfericus with all his forces, and entering Rome , found it

naked ofall defence, and left to his owne will and difcretion : where (al-

beit he profeffed himſelfetobea Chriftian) yet he fhewedmore pride and

cruelty, and leffe pitty than either Attila or Allaricus, two heathen Kings :

Forhavinggivenhis fouldiersthe pillage ofthe City,they not onlyfpoiled

all private houſes, but alfothe Temples and Monafteries in moft cruell and

riotous manner. Allthebeftand beautifulleft things ofthe Citythey took

away, and carriedahuge multitude ofpeople prifoners to Affrica,amongſt

thewhichwasEudoxia the Empreffe (with hertwodaughters Eudocia and

Placidia) whowasthe caufe of all this calamity ; but her trechery faved not

her felfnorthemfromthraldome.AndthuswasRome facked and deftroyed

morethanever itwas before ; infomuch,that the Romane Empire couldne-

verafter recover it felfe, but decayed everyday, and grewworſe andworſe.

Theſe
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himfelfe and manyothers, tohis owne deftruction , and the utter ruineof

thewholeEmpire.

Nic.Gil

ChilderickeKing ofFrance,fonto Merouce,for laying fiege to the chafti- Paulus mil.

ty ofmanygreat Ladies ofhis Realme, the Princes and Barons confpired

against him, anddrovehimto flie for hislife.

Eleonor the wifeto King Lewis ofFrance (he that first cut through the Paulus mil.

feafurrowes towards Jerufalem, againſt the Turkes and Saracens) would

needs couragiouslyfollowher husband in that long anddangerous voyage :

but how ? Marrie, whileft hetravailed night and day in perill of his life,

Thelay at Antioch bathingher felfe in all delights, and that more licenti-

ouflythanthe reputation ordutyofa marriedwoman required ; wherefore

beinghadinfufpition, andevill reported offor her lewd behaviour, it was

thought meet thatſhe ſhouldbedivorcedfrom the King under pretence of

confanguinity, to theend thefhould not altogether be defamed.

:

The faire daughters ofPhilipthe faire King of France efcaped not at fo Fulgof.li.6.c.1

good a rate for theKing as fooneas he fmelt out the haunt of their uncha

tity,caufed them tobe apprehended and imprifoned prefently : howbeit

one ofthem (namely, the Counteffe of Poitiers ) her innocency being

knowne,was fet at liberty, andtheother two (to wit , the Queen of Na-

varre, and thewife ofJohn de le March) beingfoundguilty by proofe,were

adjudgedtoperpetuall impriſonment : and the Adulterers (twobrethren

ofthecountrey of Anjou)withwhom thefe Ladies had often lyen,were firſt

cruelly flaine, and after hanged.

cap.22.

Charles ,fon ofthe aforefaid Philipthe faire, had to wifethedaughter of Froi.vol .

the Earle ofArtois, that alfo offended in the likecafe, and in recompence

received this diſhonourand ignominie tobe divorced, and put in prifon,

andto feehim married to another before her face.

•

Rape,

Inthe reigne of Charles the fixththere befell a notable and memorable Frois.Vol.3.

accident, whichwas this : onelaques le Gris, of the Countrey of Alanfon cap.45.

beingenamouredwith a Lady noleffe faire than honourable, the wife of

the LordofCarouge,cameuponaday, when heknew her husband to bee

fromhome,toher houfe; and fainingas ifhe hid fome fecret meffage to

unfoldunto her onher husbands behalfe (for their familiaritywas fogreat) lib.z.cap.19.

entredwith her allalone into a moft fecret chamber, where as foone ashe

hadgotten her, he locked thedoore,andthrowing himfelfeuponher,forced

heruntohis luft, andafterward faved himfelfe byfpeedy flight. Her huf .

bandat his returne underſtanding the injury and wrong which was done

himbythis vilemifcreant, fought firfttorevenge himselfeby juftice , and

therefore put his caufetobeheardbythe Parliament of Paris ; where be-

ingdebated, it couldnot well be decided, becauſe he wanted witneffes to

convincethe crime, except his owhewives words , which could not be ac-

cepted: fothat the Court, tothe end that there might fome end be made

oftheir quarrell, ordained a combate betwixt them; which was forthwith

performed : forthetwo duellifts enteringthe lifts, fell prefentlyto ftrokes,

and that foeagerly, that in fhort ſpace thequarrell was decided : the Lord

of Carouge, husband of thewronged Lady, remained conquerour, after he

had flainehis enemy that hadwrongedhim fowickedlyand disloyally : the

vanquished was forthwithdeliveredtothehangmanof Paris, whodragged

him tomount Falcon, andtherehangedhim. Now albeit this forme and

cuſtome
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268 cuſtome ofdeciding controverfies hath noground norwarrant eitherfrom

humane or divine Law (God having ordained only an Oath to end doubts,

whereproofes andwitneffes faile) yet doubtleffe the Lord uſed this as an in-

ftrumentto bringthe treacherous and cruell Adulterer to the deſerved pu-

niſhment and ſhame, whichby deniall he thought toescape.

Fulgofli.6.c.1.

Lang.Chron.

:

A certaine Seneschall ofNormandy perceiving the viciousand fufpiti-

ous behaviourofhis wife withthe Steward ofhis houſe , watched them ſo

narrowly, that he tooke them inbedtogether ; heflewthe Adulterer first,

and after hiswife for notall her pittifull cryings for mercy, with innume-

rableteares for this one fault , and holding up in her armes the children

which ſhe hadborne unto him, nonor her houſeand parentage, beingfifter

to Lewisthe eleventh then King, couldnot withhold him from killing her

withhercompanion : Howbeit, King Lewis nevermade fhew of anger, or

offence for her death.

Meffelina, the wife ofClaudius the Emperour, was awoman of fonotable

incontinency, that ſhewould contend with the common harlots in filthy

pleaſure at laft fhe fell in love with a faireyoung Gentleman called Silius,

and to obtaine more commodiouslyher defire, the caufed his wife Sillanato

bedivorced; and notwithſtanding ſhewas wife tothe Emperourthen li-

ving, yet the openly married him ; for which caufe, after great complaint

made tothe Emperourbythe Nobles, fhewas worthily put todeath.

AbufabedKingof Fez waswithfix ofhis children murdered at oncebyhis

Tom.z.lib.38. Secretaryfor his wives fakewhomhehadabuſed.And it is not long fithence

the twoCities Dalmendine and Delmedine were taken from the Kingof

Fez, andbrought u der the Portugals dominion, onlyfor the ravishment of

awoman,whomthe Governour violently took from her husbandto abuſe,

andwas flain for his labour.

Paul Fovius,

Sleid.lib.10.

Munft.Cofmog

lib.3.

Cafp.Hed.

Hift .Ecclefiaft.

CHAP. XXIX.

Otherexamples like unto theformer.

M

ArieofArragon, wife to othe the third, was founchaft

and laſcious awoman,andwithall barren(for they com-

monly goe together) that he could never fatisfie her

unfatiable luft : fhe carried about with her continual-

ly a younglecher in womans clothes to attendupon her

perfon, with whom the daily committed filthineffe :

who being fufpected, was inthe prefence of many, un-

tyred, and found to be a man ; forwhich villany hee

wasburnt to death. Howbeitthe Empreffe,though pardoned for her fault,

returned to her old vomit, and continued her wanton traffique with more

than either defired or loved her company at laft fhe fell inlovewiththe

CountyofMutina, agallant man in perfonage, and too honeft to beallu-

redwithher ftale, thoughhewas often folicited byher : wherefore like a

Tvgre fhe accufed himtothe Emperour (for extreame love converts toex-

treamehatred ifit be croffed) ofofferingto ravifh her against her will ; for

which caufethe Emperour Othocaufedhim to loſe his head : but his wife

being
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beingprivytothe innocency of her husband, traverfed his caufe, andre- 269

quired juftice, that thoughhis lifewas loft, yet his reputation might bee

preferved : andto prove his innocency, the miraculously handled Iron red

with heat without any hurt; whichwhentheEmperourfaw, fearchingout

the cauſe verynarrowly he found out his wives villany, and for her paines

caufedhertobeburned at a fake, but on the Earles wife he beſtowed great a

rewards, even foure Caftles in recompence of her husband, though no re-

ward could countervaile that fo great a loffe.

Chron.Philip.

Rodoaldusthe eighth KingofLumbardybeing taken in Adultery even in

the fact, bythe husbandofthe Adultereffe, was flainewithout delay. Anno Melanit lib.3 .

659. In like fort, Iohn Malatestaflew his wife and the Adulterer together ,

when he tooke them amidft their embracements. So did one Lodowicke,

fteward ofNormandy, killhis wife Carlotta andher lover John Lavernas, as

they were inbedtogether.

Hedion inhis Chronicletelleth ofa Doctor of the Law that loved his

Proctors wife, withwhomas he acquainted himſelfeoverfamiliarlyand un- part.4.
Cafp.Hed.

honeſtly, both at her owne houſe, when her husband was abfent, and at a

bath inan oldewomans houfehard by, the Proctor watched their haunt fo

neere, that he caught them naked together in the bath, and fo curried the

lecherous Doctorwith acurry-combe, that he ſcraped out his eyes,and cut

offhis privy members ; fothat within three dayes after hedyed : hiswife

hefpared, becauſe ſhewas with childe, otherwife ſhe ſhould have taſted the

famefauce.

Another ſtorie like unto this he telleth of a Popish Prieft , that never

left to layfiege tothe chaſtity ofan honeftMatron, till the condefcending

to his defire,brought him into the fnare, and caufed her husband to geld

him. I wouldto God that all that diſhonour their profeffion by filthy acti

ons might be ferved afterthe fame manner, that there might be fewer ba

ftards andbauds and common ftrumpets than there arenow adaies, andthat

fince thefeare ofGod is extinguiſhed in their foules, the feare andcertain-

tyoffuddenjudgements might reftrainethem.

Wolfius Schrenkreported to Martin Luther, how in Vaitlandfoure mur-

ders were committedupon the occafion of one Adultery; for whileft the

Adultereffe ftrumpetwasbanquetingwith her lovers, her husband came in

with a huntingfpeareinhis hand, and ftruck himthrough that fat next un-

toher, andthenher alfo ; other two inthemean while leapt downe ftaires

with feare and hafte, broketheir armes and fhortly after dyed om han

Acertaine Cardinallcommitted daily Adultery witha manswife, that Theatr.kiſtor:

winked and as it were fubfcribed unto it : whereforeher brother takingthis

difhonour to his houfein evill part, watched when the lecher had promifed

to come, butuponoccafion came not, and in the darke flew his fifter and

herhusband, fuppofing it tohavebeenthe Cardinall ; but when he per-

ceived his errour, he fledthe countrey for feare ofthe Law : Howbeit, be

forehis departurehewrought fuch meanes, thatwhomhemiffed in his pur-

pofe ofthe fword, him hemurdered by poyfon. This judgement is not on-

ly for Adulterers, but for Wittals alfo, that yeeld their confents to the

difhonouring oftheir ownewives ; a monftrous kinde ofcreatures, and de

generate not only fromthe lawofhumanity, but ofnature alfo. .༡༥ . ?

MartinLuther hath left recorded inhiswritings manyexamples ofjudge-

ments on this fin, but especiallyupon Clergy men, whofe profeffion as it

requireth
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LutherinE-

LucumCra-

nach.

requireth a more ſtrict kindeofconverfation, fo their fins andjudgements

were morenotorious, both in their ownenatures, and inthe eye andopini-

onofthe world, fome ofwhich, as it is not amiffe to infert in this place, fo

it is not unneceffary to beleevethem,proceedingfromthemouth offowor-

thy a witneffe.

Therewas (faith he) amanofgreat authority and learning, that forſa-

pift.confolas ad kinghisfecular life, betooke himfelfeinto the Colledge of Prielts (whe-

ther ofdevotion, or ofhope ofliberty to fin , letthemjudge that reade this

hiſtory) this new adopted Prieft fell inlovewitha Mafonswife, whom hee

fowooed, that hegot his pleaſure of her ; andwhat fitter time butwhen

Maffewas fingingdid hedaily chufe for the performingof his villany ? In

thishaunt he perfifted a longſeaſon, till the Mafon findinghim inbedwith

his wife, didnotfummon him to law nor penance , but tooke afhorter

courfe andcut his throat.

Luther.

Lutber.

Mandat.1.

Atheiſme,

Lib.1.cap.25.

Lanquet.cbr.

Thefame.

Another Nobleman in Thuringabeingtaken in adultery, was murther-

ed after thisſtrange faſhion by the Adultereffes husband ; he bound him

hand and foot andcaft him into prifon ; and to quenchhis luft, feeing that

Ceres, that is, gluttony, is the fewellofVenus, that is, luft,deniedhimall

manneroffuftenance, and themoreto augmenthis paine, fet hotdiſhes of

meate before him, that the ſmell and fight thereof might more provoke

his appetite, and thewantthereoftorment him more. In this torture the

wretched lecher abodefo long, untill he gnew offthe fleshfrom his owne

ſhoulders, and the eleventh day ofhis impriſonment ended his life. His

punishment was moft horrible, andtoo too fevere in refpect of the infli-

&ter, yetmoſtjuſt in refpect ofGod, whofe cuftome is to proportion his

judgements tothe quality of the fin that is committed. Luther affirmeth

thisto havehapned in his childhood, and that boththe parties were known

untohimby name, which for honor and charity fakehe would not difcofe.

Therewas another nobleman that fo delighted in luft, and was fo inor-

dinate in his defires, thathe fhamed nottofay , that ifhis life ofpleaſure,

and paffingfrom harlot toharlot might endure ever, hewould not care for

heaven or life eternall. Whatcurfed madneffe and impiety is this ? a man

tobe fo forgetfull of his Maker and himfelfe, that he preferred his whores

before his Saviour, and his filthy pleaſurebefore the grace ofGod ? Doth

it not deſerve tobe puniſhedwith Scorpions ? Yes verily, as itwas indeed ;

for the pollutedwretch dyed amongſt his ftrumpets, being ftruckenwith a

fudden ftroke ofGods vengeance .

Inthe yeare 1505. a certaine Biſhop well feen in all learningandelo-

quence, andefpecially skilfull in languages, wasnotwithstanding fo filthy

in his converfation, that hefhamed not to defile his body and name with

many adulteries : but at length he was flaine by a Cobler, whofe wifehee.

had often corrupted,being taken inbedwith her, andfo received a duere-

ward ofhis filthineffe.

Intheyeareofour Lord 778. Kenulphus King ofthe Weſt Saxons in

Britaine, as heufually haunted the company ofacertaine harlotwhichhee

kept at Merton,was flaineby one Clits the kinfman ofSigebert thatwas late

King.

Serge a KingofScotland was fo foule a drunkard andglutton, andfo

outragiouslygivento harlots, that he neglected his owne wife, and drove

her to fuchpenury, that thewasfaine toferve other noble-women forher

living;
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living; wherefore ſhe murtheredhim in his bed, and after flew her felfe

alfo.

Arichbertus eldeſt fon untó Lotharius KingofFrance, dyed even as hee

was embracinghis whores.

Infummetoconcludethis matter, our English Chronicles report, that

in the yeareofour Lord 349. therewas fogreat a plenty of corne and fruit

in Britaine , thatthe like had not been ſeenemany yeares before but this

was the caule ofmuch idleneffe, gluttony, lechery, and other vices inthe

land : (For ufually cafe and profperityarethe nurfes ofall enormity :) but

the Lord requited this their riotous and incontinent lifewithfogreat a per

ftilence and mortality, that the living fcantlyfufficed to bury the dead.

371

Petrarchmaketh mention ofa certaine Cardinall , that though hee was Petrarch.

feventyyeares old, yet every night wouldhave a fresh whore, and tothis

end had certainebauds purveyours and providers ofhis trash : but hedyed

a miferable andwretched death. And Martin Lutherreported,that abishop

being a common frequenter oftheſtewes in Hidelberg, came to this mife-

rable end ; theboards ofthe chamber whither heuſed to enterwere loofen-

ed, that as foone as hecame inhe flipped throughandbroke his neck.

Lib.2.

But above all, that whichwe findewritten inthe fecond booke of Fince. lobFincel.

lius is moſtſtrange and wonderfull, of a priest in Albenthewer, a towne

neare adjoyningto Gaunt in Flanders, that perfwaded a young maidtore-

ject anddifobey all her parents godly admonitions, andto becomehis con-

cubine : when the objectedhowvilea fin itwas, and how contrary tothe

Law ofGod, hetoldher, that by the authority ofthe Pope, he could dif-

pence withanywickedneffe, were it neverfogreat, and further alledged the

difcommodities ofmarriage, and the pleaſure that would arise from that

kindeoflife in fine, heconquered her vertuous purpoſe, and made her

yeeldunto his filthy luft. But whenthey hadthus pampered their defires

togethera while, in camethedevill, and would needs conclude the play:

for as theywere banquetting with many fuch like companions, be tooke

her away fromthePriefts fide,and notwithstandingherpittifull cryingand

all theirexorcifingand conjuring, carriedher quiteaway, tellingthe Prieft

that veryfhortly hewouldfetchhim alfo, for hewashis ownedarling.

:

I maynotherepaffe over in filence an Irifh hiftory , famous both for Holined.

notorious villany , and excellent in juſtice ; wherein we may fee bythe

adultery ofone filthy Fryer occafion given not only of muchbloodshed,

but ofthe ruineofa famous City, called Roffe, fcituate in Leinfter. This

Citybeingfirft an unwalledtowne, was (toprevent thefudden invafion of

the Irish) compaffedaboutwith a large and ftrongwall , by the advice and

charges ofone Rofe, a chafte widdow and bountifull Gentlewoman : This

Rofehad iffuethree fons, whobeing bolſtered out bytheir mothers wealth

andtheir ownetraffique, made divers profperous voyages into far coun-

tries : but as one of the three chapmen was employed in his traffique

abroad, fothe pretty poppethis wifebegan to playthe harlot at home, and

thatwithnonebut a fat religious cloyfterer of thetowne : theywallowed

fo long inthis ftinking puddle, that fufpition began to creepe into mens

braines, and fromfufpition the matter was fo apparent, that it grew to

plaineproofe : her unfortunate husband was no fooner come home, but

notice hereofwas blowne inhis eares, fothatwithgriefeand anger he grew

(forfuch isthe nature ofjealoufie)almoft ftarke mad; and not only he, but

Y
the



More examples of
TheTheatreof

thefame
argument

.

272 the whole towne took themſelvesas extreamely wronged by this ſhamefull

fact whereupon divers ofthemconfpiring together , agreed (as beinga

deed ofcharity) to grubaway fuch wilde fhrubs from the towne, and fo

flocking togetherin the deadofthe night to the Abbey, wherein this Fryer

was cloyſtered (the monument ofwhich Abbey is yet to be feen atRoffeon

the South ſide) theyunderfparredthegates , and breakingopenthe doores,

ſtabbed the Adulterer , with the rest ofthe Covent, through with their

weapons ; where they left them goaring in their blood, andgafping up

theirghofts intheir couches : a cruell act, I muft needs confeffe, inthe ex-

ecutioners ; whobeing carriedawaywith private revenge, had no meaſure

in their cruelty ; but yet ajuftvengeanceuponthe executed,thatharboured

andmaintained ſo wretched a perfon : but fecret and deep are the judge-

ments ofGod, who punifhethone finwith another,and maketh onewicked

mana rodtoplague another, and after cafteth the rod alfo into the fire : for

fodid hehere; ftirring up the reft ofthe Clergytobe a meanes to puniſh

this cruelty forwhen as thefe three brethren not long after fped them-

felvesintofome for countrey tocontinue their trade, the religious men be-

ing informed oftheir returne homeward, every night did not miffeto fet a

lantorne on thetop of a high rock (whichwas uſedtobe fet upon the Hulk

tower, a notable marke for Pilots, in directing them which wayto fterne

their Ships, andto efchew the danger of the rockes, which are therevery

plentifull) andfobythis practifethefe three paffengers bearing faile with a

goodwinde, made rightupon the lantorre, fuppofing it had been the Hulk

tower, and fo ere theywere aware their Ship was dafht upon therockes,

and all the paffengers over-whirled inthe Sea. And thuswas Adultery pu-

nifhedwithcruelty, and cruelty with treafon : but fee the end; upon this

there grewfogreat quarrels and difcontentments between the towneſmen

andthe religious, the one curfingthe other, that the eftate of that flouriſh-

ingtownewas turned upfide downe , and from abundance of profperity,

quite exchanged to extreame penury.

1.

CHAP. XXX.

Moreexamples ofthefameargument.

Cannot paffe over in filence a hiſtory truly tragicall,

touchingthe death ofmany men , whoby reafonofan

Adultery flew oneanother in moſt ſtrange and cruell

mannet, and indeed fo ftrangely, that ( as far as I ever

read orknew) therewas never the like particular deed

heard of, wherein God moreevidentlypouredforth

the ftreame ofhis difpleafure, turningthe courageand

valour ofeach part into rage andfury, to the endthat

bytheirowne meanes he might be revenged on them. In the Dukedomeof

Spaleto, whichis thewayfrom Ancona to Rome (of the antient Latines

Called Umbria) there were three brethren, who kept in their poffeffion

three Cities ofthe faid Dukedome, namely Faligno, Nocera, and Trevio :

theeldeſt ofwhom, whoſe firname was Nicholas as he paffed from one town

to
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to the other, being at Nocera, lodgeddivers times in theCaftle inthekeep- 273

ers and Captaines houfe,whomhe had there fubftitutedtodefend the place

with anordinary band offouldiers. Nowashe made his abode there a few

dayes, hegrew to caft a more lafcivious eyeupon the Captaines wife than

was meet, and from looking fell to lufting after her; in fuch fort, that in

fhort (pacehegot very privy and familiar acquaintancewithher,andoften-

times fecret andfufpitious meetings which being perceivedby her huf-

band, he afterwatched ſonarrowly their haunts, that once he ſpyed them

together without being feen ofthem : nevertheleffe, digefting and fwallow

ingupthis forrowwith filence, andwithout giving forth anytokens there-

of, he confulted in himselfe to revenge the injury by the death and rafing

out,not onlyof the Adulterer, but alfo ofthe whole race and fraternity.

Nowwhen he hadhamperedthis enterprife,and layed forth the plot there-

ofin his head, he difpatched prefently a meffenger tothe three Gentlemen

brethren, to invite them againſtthe next day to the hunting of the faireſt

wilde Bore that wasthis manyaday feen in the forreſts ofNocera. Seigni-

or Nicholas failed not to come at the time appointed, accompanied with

DukeCamerina, who defired tobe one ofthis jolly crue : they fupped in

thetowne, but lodged in the caftle, where beingat reft, about midnight the

Captaine rushed intohis chamberwith the greateft part of his guard , and

therehandled Seignior Nicholas onthis manner; he firft cut off his privy

members, as being principall inthe offence, then thruft him through on

both fides with a fpeare, next pluckt outhis heart, and laftly, torethe reft

ofhis body into a thousand pieces . As forthe Duke Camerino,he ſhut himi

up in adeepanddarkdungeonwithallthe strangers ofhis retinue. At day

breakeanother ofthe brethren called Cafar,that lay that night in thetown,

was fent for tocomeand fpeakewith hisbrother, andas foone ashewas en-

tered intothe Court ofthe Caftle, feven or eight ofthe guard boundhim

andhis followers, and carried himintothe chamberwhere his dead brother

laychopt as fmall as flesh tothepot, and there murdered him alfo. Conrade

the thirdbrother , being by reafon ofa Marriage abfent from this feaft,

whenhe received the report ofthefe pittifull news,gatheredtogether a band

ofmen from all quarters, andwith them (affifted withthe friends and allies

ofthe DukeCamering then prifoner) layed fiegeto the Caſtle,they battered

the walls, made a breach, and gave the affault ofenterance, and were man-

fully refifted five houres long, till the defendants being but thirty or forty

men at the moſt, not able toftandanylonger indefence, were forced to re-

tire andlay open way ofenterancetothe enemy: thenbegan a moft horri-

blebutcheryofmen ; for Courade, havingwoon the fort, first hewed them

in pieces that food in refiftance, thenfinding the Captaines father, flew

him, andcafthim piece-mealetothe dogs ; fome he tyed to the tailes of

wildehorfes, tobe drawneover hedges, ditches, thornes, and bryers;others

he pinchedwith hot Irons, and foburnt them to death : which when the

Captainefromthe top ofthe dungeon wherehehad favedhimselfe, beheld,

he tooke his wifewhom heheldthere priſoner, and binding her handand

foot, threwherheadlong from the top of the tower upon the pavement

whichthe fouldiers perceiving, put fire tothe tower, fo that he was con-

ftrained through heat andfmoke (himfelfe, his brother, andhis little child).

to fally downe the famewaywhichhe hadtaught his wife a little before to

goe, andfo all threebroke their necks : theircarkaffes were caft out tobee

Y 2
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Luth.prand.

meat forWolves, as unworthy ofhumanefepulture. And this was the ca-

taſtrophe ofthatwofull tragedy, whereby the occafion ofoneAdultery (fo

heavy is the curfe ofGod upon that fin) a number of men came to their

ends.

:

In the hiftories ofourtime we finde recorded a fearefull ftory of many

murders fpringing from one Adultery, together with thehand ofGod up-

on the Adulterers themſelves ; the ſtory is this : an Advocate of Grafle

in Provence, called Tolonio, that having the managing ofthe affaires of the

SeigniorofChabrye, and by that meanes familiar acceffe to himand his

Lady,by this familiarity alluredthe Lady, whowasthen fortyyeares old,

and had foure children, to his filthy luft and being plunged into this

gulfe, Satan did thrust them headlong into others : for firft theypractifed

and performedthe maffaère ofher husband , walking in his Warren, by

two murderers fuborned to thatend and fecondly, when her eldeft fonne

feemed to diflike her wicked behaviour with the Advocate , they alſo

wrought his death, by loofing certaine boords in a gallery , where he uſed

ordinarilytowalk, fo that as foone as he fet his foot on thefe disjoynted

boords, he fell downe headlong, and had his brainesbeaten out. Andthird-

ly, when her younger fon fhewedhis difcontent to their brutish converfa-

tion, yet nothing mifdoubtedthemtobe guilty ofthe former parricides,

thefe wickedwretches refolvedto prevent him alfo,left he should interrupt

their refolved filthineffe. Wherefore theyhired a murderer to makehim

away ; whowatchinghis opportunity, thruft him headlongdowne a fteep

rock, fothat hewas at the bottome fooner flaine then he felt the murderer.

After all this, thefetwomiferable wretches, finding that theywere obfer-

vedby all men, andnoted, did practifetomarrytogether but there was

onebetwixtthem, namelythe Advocateswife ; wherefore they confpired

her deathto make upthemeffe, and indeed the villanous lecher , her huf

band, lying one night byher, ftrangled herwith a napkin ; and then cryed

out witha loud voice for help, pretending that a catarre had fuffocated her

in her fleep. But for allhis cunning, the father of his wife miftrufted her

deathtobeviolent, and caufed him tobe ftrictlyexamined upon thefame ;

whoprefently by filence bewrayed his guilty confcience, and afterwithout

tortureconféiled both his fact, and all the murders before mentioned : for

which he was condemned to be quartered alive in the market place of

Graffe, wherehe dwelled, andwherehis murders were committed. As for

that cruell Lady his affociate, becauſe ſhe could not be found, being fled

the countrey, fhe was condemned by contempt , and executed in picture.

Butthough the efcaped the hand ofjustice amongmen,yet the hand ofGod

purfuedher for flying to Genoa, fhewas firft robbed by a fervant ofall

fhe had, andafterbeing constrainedto ſerve an olde widdow, and toteach

her daughters,being tormentedwith the fting ofher owneconfcience,with-

in fhort ſpace dyed in great mifery.

:

In the timeofPope Stephen the eighth, therewas avarlet Prieſt that was

lib.5.cap.15 . Chaplaine in the houfeofa MarqueffeofItalie, who although hewasvery

miſhapenandevillfavoured, yet was entertained of the Lady Marqueffe

his miftreffe to herbed, and made her paramour upon a night ashewas

goingto lie with her accordingtohis wont (his Lord being from home )

behold a dogbarked fo fiercely, leaping and biting at him, that all the fer-

vants ofthe houſe beingawaked ran thitherward, and finding this gallant in

CY the
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theſnare, took him, and forall his bauld crowne ſtripped him naked, and 275

cut offcleane his privy and adulterous parts : and thus was this lecherous

Prieftferved.H

Pope John the thirteenth, amanas ofwicked converfation in allthings, Luth.prand.

fo eſpecially abominable inwhoredomes and adultery, which good condi- lib.6.cap.6.

tionswhileft he pursued, hewas oneday taken tardy inthe plain fields, whi-

ther he went todiſport himfelfe ; forhewasfound inthe act of adultery,

and flaineforthwith and theſe are the godly fruits of thofe fingle life-lo-

vers, towhom theufeofmarriage is counted unlawfull , and therefore for-

bidden,but Adultery notonce prohibited nor difallowed.

CHAP. XXXI.

Offuchas aredivorced without caufe:

Y- thefe and fuch like judgements, it pleaſeth Godto make

knowneunto menhowmuchhedefirethto have the eſtate

ofmarriagemaintained andpreferved in the integrity,and

howmuch everyone ought to take heed how to deprave

orcorrupt the fame nowthento proceed. If it be a fin

to take away , ravifh , or intice to follyanother mans

wife, fhall we not thinke it an equall fin for a husbandto forfake hiswife,

and cafther offtotake another, the having notdifanulled and cancelled the

bondofmarriage by adultery ? Yes verily ; for as concerning the permif-

fionof divorce to the Ifraelites under the law , our Saviour himselfe ex-

poundeththe meaning and intent thereofinthe Gofpell, tobenothing elſe Matt.19.

but a toleration forthe hardneffe and ftubbornneffeoftheir hearts , and not

aconftitutionfromthebeginning; uponwhich occafion fpeakingofmar-

riage, and declaring the rightand ftrength ofthe fame ; he faith,Thatwho-

foever puttethawayhiswife, except it be for adultery, and marrieth ano-

ther, committeth adultery ; and he that marrieth her thanis put away,

committethadultery alfo. All which notwithstanding the great men of

this world let looſe themſelves to this fin too licentioufly, as it appeareth

bymanyexamples : as ofAntiochus Theos , fon ofAntiochus Soter Kingof

Syria, whotothe endto goewith Prolomie Philadelphus, KingofEgypt, and

marrie his daughter Bernice, caft offhis wife Laodicea , that had borne him

children, andtookeBernice tobe his wife : but ere longhe rejected her alfo,

and betrayedher to herenemies (namely his fon Callinicus ) who flew her

withone ofher fons,and all that belonged untoher and thenhe tooke a-

gainehis oldwife, forwhichcaufe Ptolemie Euergetes (fon to Philadelphi).

renewedwaruponhim.

quity,lib.18.

Herodthe Tetrarch was fo bewitchedwiththe love of Herodias his bro- Jofeph.ofthe

ther Philipswife, that, to the endhemight enjoyher, hedifclaimed his law- Jewith anti-

full wife, and fent her hometoher father King Aretas ; whobeingtouch- cap.7.9.

edand netled with this indignity and difgrace, fought to revenge himfelfe

byarmes :andindeed madefohotwar upon him, and charged his armyfo

furioufly, that it was difcomfitedbyhim :after which fhamefull loffe , he

wasbythe Emperour Caligula's commandement banished to Lions, there

toend therefidue ofhis daies..
Y 3 Among
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Plutarch.

Amongthe Romanes Marcus Antonim was noted forthe moſt diffolute

andimpudent inthis cafe ofdivorce, for albeitthat inthe beginning of his

triumvirſhiphe forfooke his first wifeto marry Octavius his fifter, yet hee

proceeded further, not content herewith, butmuftneeds forfakeher alfo, to

bewith Cleopatra the Queen ofEgypt,fromwhence fprungout many great

evils,whichat length fellupon his owne head , to his finall ruine and de-

ftruction : forwhen hefawhimſelfe in fuch ftraits, thatno meanes couldbe

foundto refift Octavius, he fheathedwith his ownehandshis fword into his

bowels, when all his fervantsbeing requeſted,refuſed to performe the fame;

and being thus wounded, he fell upon a little bed, intreatingthoſe that were

prefent, tomakeanend of his daies ; but they all fled and lefthim inthe

chambercryingand tormentinghimselfe, untill fuch time that hewas con-

veighedtothe monumentwhereinCleopatra was inclofed, that he might die

there. Cleopatra fecing this pittifull fpectacle, all amafed let downe chaines

and cords fromthe highwindow, andwiththe help ofher two maids drew

himup into themonument, unitingtheir forces,and doingwhat they could

to get his poore carkaffe, though by a ſhamefull andundecent manner , for

the gatewas locked andmight not beopened ; and it wasa lamentable fight

to fee his poorebody all befmearedwithblood, and breathing now his laft

blaft (forhedyed as foone as hecametothe top ) to be drawne up onthat

cruellfashion. As for Cleopatra, who by herflattering allurements ravifh-

edthe heartofthis miferable man, andwas caufeofhis fecond divorce, fhee

playedher true part alfo in this wofull tragedy, and as the partaked of the

fin, fofhe did ofthe punishment : For after the fawher felfe paſt hope of

help, and her ſweet-heartdead, fhe beat herownebreafts,and tormented her

felfe fo muchwithforrow, that her bofomewas bruiſed, and halfe murder-

edwith herblowes, and herbody in many places exulceratewith inflamati

ons : The pulled off herhaire, rent her face with her nailes, and altogether

infrenfied with griefe, melancholie, and diftreffe, was found fresh dead,

withhertwomaids lying at her feet: andthis was the miferableend ofthofe

two, who for enjoying of a few foolish and curfed pleaſures together, recei-

ved in exchange infinite torments and vexations ; and at length, unhappy

deaths together in one and the fame place : verifyingthe olde proverbe,For

one pleaſure a thouſand dolours.

Philip.decom.

167

Bembus

1

$

Charles the eighth, KingofFrance, after he hadbeen long time married

to thedaughterofthe Kingofthe Romanes, fifter tothe Archdukeof Au-

ftria, was fo evill adviſed as toreturne herhome againe upon noother occa-

fionbutto martie the Dutcheffe ofBritaine, the fole heire to her fathers

Dukedome : wherein he doubly injuredhis father in law theRomane King;

for hedid not onlyreject his daughter , but alfo deprived him of hiswife

the Dutcheffe ofBritaine, whomby his fubftitute ( according tothe man-

nerofgreat Princes) he had firſtefpoufed. Bembus in his Venetianhiſtory

handling this ſtory, fomewhat mollifieth the fault , when he faiththat the

Romane Kings daughter was never touched by King Charles in thewayof

marriage all thewhile fhewas there, by reafon of her unripe and over-

youngyeares. After awhile, after this new married King had given a hot

alarmetoall Italy, and conquered the RealmeofNaples; as the Venetians

were deliberating to take the matter in hand ofthemſelves, and to refift

him, Maximilianthe Romane Kingfolicited them in the fame, and thruſt

them forward, as well thathemight confederatehimselfewith the Dukeof

Milan,
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fo that by this meanes the FrenchK. was foretroubled at his returne,having

towithstand him all theVenetian forces, withthe moſt part of the Poten-

tates ofItalie : notwithſtanding he broke through them all,after he had put

the Venetians tothe worst : but being returned after this victorious and Phil. de Com.

triumphant voyage, it happened that one day as he led the Queen tothe

Caftle of Amboife, to fee fome fome fport at Tenife, he ftrokehis fore-

head against the upper door-pofte of the gallery, ashe went in, that he fell
Surfevil

prefentlyto the ground fpeechleffe, and died incontinently in the place,

fromwhence ( though the filthieft and fluttifheft place about the Caftle )

theyremoved not his body, but laid it on a bed of ftraw tothe viewof the

worldfromtwoofthe clocke in the afternoon till eleven at midnight, and

this good fucceffe followed at laft his fo much defired divorce.

CHAP. XXVII.

Of those that either cauſe or authoriſe

unlawful! Divorcements.

Lthough the Commandment of our Saviour Chrift Matth.19.

bevery plain andmanifeft, Thatman fhould not fepa-

rate thofewhom God hath joyned together, yet there

are fomefovoid of underſtanding and judgement, that

they makeno confcience to diffolve thofe that bythe

bondof marriage are united : Ofwhich number was

Sampfons father in Law, who tookhis daughter, firft Judges 1 5.

given in marriageto Sampson, andgave her to another ; without any

reafon, fave that he fufpected that Sampfon loved her not . But what gothe

byit ? Marrythis ; the Philiftims provoked against him, confumedhim

andhis daughter withfire becauſe that bythe meanes of his injury Samp-

fon hadburned their corne, their vineyards and their olive-trees.

other

Afterthe fame fort dealt Saul with David, whenhegave him his daugh- 1 Sam.25 .

ter Micholto Wife, and afterward in defpight and hatred ofhimtookher

awayagain, and beftowed her upon another : wherein, as in many other

things,he fhewed himselfe a wicked and prophane man, andwas worthily

puniſhed therefore, as hath been before declared.

Hugh Spencer, one of King Edward of Englands chiefeft favourites, in- Freis.Vol.1.

fomuch that hisear andheart was at his pleafure, was he that firft perfua-

ded theKingto forfake and repudiate the Queen his Wife (daughterto

Philip the Faire, KingofFrance) upon noother occafion, but onely to fatif-

fie his owne appetite, andthebetter to follow hisdelights : Andthusby

thismeanes ſhe was chafedout of England, and driven to retire to King

Charles her brother; where hoping to finde reft and refuge, the was de-

ceived: for what bythe crafts and practifes of the English, and whatby

the Popes authority (whothruft himselfe into this action, as his cuſtom is)

fhe was conftrained to diflodgeher felfe, and to changeher countreyvery

fpeedily : wherefore from thence the went to crave fuccour of the Coun-

ty of Henault, who furnished her with certain forces, and fent hertowards

England :
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280 England : where being arrived, and finding the people generally at her

command, and ready to do her fervice, the fet uponher enemy Hugh Spen-

cer, took him prifoner, and put him to a fhamefull death, as hewell de-

ferved forhewas alfothe caufer of the deaths of many of the Nobles of

theRealme : therefore hewasdrawne throughthe streets of Herefordup-

on anhurdle, and after his privie members, his heart, and head, were cut

off, his four quarterswere exalted in four feverall places, tothe view of the

world.

Guicciar.l.4. Nowifthefe be found guilty, that either directly make, or indirectly

procuredivorcements, fhallweaccufe them that allowand authorizethe

fame, without lawfulland juft occafion ? No verily, no though they be

Popes that take it uponthem : as we reade Pope Alexander the fixthdid,

who for the advancementof his haughtydefires, to gratifie andflatter,Lewis

the twelfth, King of France, fent him by his fona difpenfation to putaway

hisWife, daughter to King Lewis the eleventh, becauſe ſhewas barren and

counterfeit, and to recontract Anne of Bretaigne, the widow of Charles the

eighth lately deceaſed. But herein, though barrenneffe of the formerwas

pretended, yetthe Duchie of the later was aimed at, which beforethis time

hecouldnever attainunto. But ofwhat force and vertue this difpenfation

by right was, or at leaft ought tobe, it is eafie to perceive, feeing it is not

onely contrary to the words of the Gofpel, Matth.19. but alfoto their

owne decrees, fecund. part . quest.7. Hi qui matrimonium : wherein is im-

ported, that marriage oughtnot tobe infringed for anydefault or imper-

fection, nonot of nature. But Popes may maim andclip boththeWord

of Godand all other writings, and do whatfoever themſelves liketh, be it

goodorbad. )

Gen.35.

CHAP. XXXIII.

Of Incestuous perfons.

Lthough Inceft bea wicked and abominable fin, and

forbidden both by the Law of God and man, in fo

much that thevery heathen held it in deteftation, yet

are there fome fo inordinately vicious and diffolute,

that they blush not once to pollute themſelveswith

this filthineffe, Reuben the Patriarch was oneof this

vile crue, that fhamed not to defilehimfelfewithBil

ha his fathers concubine ; but he was curfed for his la-

bour : forwhereas by right of eldership and birth heought to have had a

certain prerogative and authority over his brethren, his excellency fhed it

felfe likewater, and hewas furpaffed by his brethren both inencreaſe of

progeny and renowne. Ammon one of KingDavids fonneswasfo ftrongly

enchanted withthe love of his fifter Thamar, that to theendto fulfillhis

luft, hetraiterouflyforcedher to his will : but Abfalomher naturall brother

Lib.2.cap.21 . (huntingfor opportunity of revenge for this indignity towards his fifter)

invitedhimtwoyeares after to a banquet withhis otherbrethren, andafter

the fame, caufedhis men tomurder him for a farewell,

Gen.49.

2 Sam.13.

Rape.

The



Gods Iudgements. Officeftuous perfons .

2

279
Thefame Abfalom that flew Amnon for Inceft with his fifter, commit-

ted himselfe inceftwith his fathers concubines, moved thereto bythe wic- 1 Sam.16.

ked counfell of Achitophel, that adviſed him to that infamous deed of defi-

ling his fathers bed : but itwas the forerunner of his overthrow , as wehave

already heard.

Divers ofthe Roman Emperours were fo villanous andwretched, as to Suet.Lamprid:

makenobones ofthis finwiththeir owne fifters , as Caligula, Antonius, and

Commodus: and fomewith their mothers, as Nero, fo muchwas hegiven

over andtranfported to all licentiouſneffe .

Plutarchtelleth us of one Cyanippus, that beingovercomewith wine, de- Orof.1.7.0.4.

floured his owne daughter Cyane, but he was flain ofher for his labour.

Neitherdo I thinke it fo unnaturall a part for her to kill her father, as in

him tocommit inceft with his owne daughter : for the Oracle leffened, of

ratherapproved her fault, when it abhorred and chaftenedhis crime : for

when Syracufa was grievously infected with the peftilence, it was pro-

nounced bytheOracle, That the plague fhould continue till thewicked

perfonwasfacrificed:which dark ſpeech when no man knew,Cyane haled her

fatherbythehead to the Altar ; tellingthem, that hewas that wicked per-

fon pointed at bythe Oracle, and there facrificed him withher ownehands,

killingher felfe alfowith the fameknife, that her innocency might be wit-

neffed even by her bloud. Thus it pleaſed God even among the idola-

trous heathen, toexecute juftice and judgement upon the earth, thoughby

the meanes of the devill himſelfe, who is the authour of all fuch villany.

Valeria Thufculanawas in lovewith her owne father, andunder colour of Plutarch.

anothermaid got to liewithhim: which asfoon as heunderstood, he flew

himſelfe in deteftation of his owne ignorant abhomination andwicked-

neffe : nay,fomonftrous and horrible is this fin,even in the fight of man,that

Naufimenes (awomanof Athens) taking her owne fon and daughter toge- Vakrius:

ther, was fo amazed andgrieved therewith, that the never fpakeword after

that time, but remaineddumbe all the reft of her life time : as forthe in-

ceſtors themſelves,they lived not,butbecame murderers oftheir owne lives.

Papyrius a Roman, got with childe his owne fifter Canufia : whichwhen

their father underſtood, he fent each ofthem a fword, wher withthey flew

themſelves.

But above all , the vengeance of God is moft apparent inthe punishment Zodar.lib.3.

of HeracliustheEmperour, who to his notorious wickedneffes, herefies, Paul.Diacl.18

perfecutions, and paganifme, he added this villany, to defile carnally his

owne fifter ; foto his notorious puniſhments (the Sarafins fword, dropfie,

and the ruine ofthe Empire) the Lord added this infamous and cruell

judgement, that he could not give paffage to his urine, but it would flie into

his face, hadnot a pentife been applied to his bellytobeat it downeward.

Andthis laft plague was proper to his laft fin ; wherein the very member

whichhehadabufed, fought revenge of him that had abufed it ; forthat

he hadconfounded nature,and most wickedly finned against his ownefleſh,

Agathias writing of the manners ofthe Perfians, reporteth, That cer- Agathias:

tain Philofophers comming out of Egypt into Greece, where theyhad

feenall mannerof unnaturall mixtures, found the carkafeof a manwith-

out fepulchre ; whichwhen in charitythey buried,the next day it was found

unburied again : and as theywentabout tobury it the fecondtime, à fpirit

appeareduntothem , andforbadthem todo it ; faying, that it was unwor

thy
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280 thythat honour,feeingthat when it livedhehad committed inceſtwith his

ownemother. A notable ftory,fhewing that the very earth abhorreththis

monstrous confuſion ofnature : the truthwhereof let it lic upontheAu-

thors credit.

Herodot,lib.9.

Varro.

Lib.2.deRe

Moſtabominable was the inceftof ArtaxerxesKingofPerſia ; for firſt

hetooke tohimselfe 4afiahis brotherCyr concubine, havingovercome

him inwar ; andafterward gavethe fame Afpafia to hisownefon Darius to

wife ; from whom, after carnall knowledge, he tooke her againe, commit-

ting inceft upon inceft, and that most unnaturally : but markhowthe Lord

punishedallthis ; firft, Darim his eldeſt fonwas puttodeathfor treafon ;

thenOthas (fucceeding inthe inheritance) flew Arfame another of hisbre-

thren ; andalbeit Artaxerxes himſelfe dyedwithout note ofjudgement, yet

his feed afterhimwaspunishedforhis offence ; for fo miferable a calamity

purſuedthem all, that inthefecondgeneration not one was left to fit upon

his throne.

Nowtoteach us how execrable and monstrous this kinde offin is, and

how muchto be abhorred ofall men, the example ofa bruit beaſtmay ſtand

in ftead of a leffon for us ; it beingfoworthy ofremembrance , that I

thought meet to make rehearfallofit in this place. It is reportedbyVarre

a learnedandgrave Writer (whom S. Augustine often commendeth in his

ruftica,cap.7. booke de Civitate Dei) of a certaine horſe which bynomeanes couldbee

brought tocover amare that was his damme, untillbyhiding her headthey

beguiled his fences : but afterwhenheperceivedtheirguile , and knew his

dammebeinguncovered,he ran fo furiously uponthekeeper with his teeth,

that incontinently he tore himinpieces. Truly a miraculous thing, and

nodoubt divinely cauſed, to reprove the enormous and too unrulyluftsof

men.

Frog.lib.z.

Cic.lib.s.Tufc.

queß.

Lamprid.

CHAP. XXXIV.

Ofeffeminateperfons, Sodomites, and otherfuch like Monfiers.

Ardanapalu King of Affyria was fo lafcivious and effemi-

nate, that tothe endto fet forth his beauty,he fhamednotto

paint his facewith ointments, and to attire his bodywith

thehabits and Ornaments of women , and on that manner

tofit and lie continually amongwhores, and with themto

commit all manner offilthineffe and villany :wherefore be-

ingthoughtunworthy tobeare rule over men, firft Arbaces his lieutenant

rebelled; thenthe Medes and Babylonians revolted, and joyntly madewar

uponhim, till they vanquishedandput himtoflight and in his flight hee

returned to atower in his palace, which (moved withgriefe and defpaire)

he fet onfire, and was confumed therein.

Such likewas the impudent lafcivioufneffe oftwounworthyEmperors,

Commodus andHeliogabolus, who laying afide all Imperiall gravity , thewed

themſelves oftentimes publikely in womans attire ; an act as in nature

monftrous,fovery difhoneftandignominious : but like as thefe curfed

monſters rantoo muchout offrame intheir unbridled lufts and affections,

fo
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fo therewanted not many that haftened and emboldened themſelves to con-

fpire their deftruction, asunworthy intheir judgements to enjoythe bene-

fit ofthis light wherefore toone ofthempoifonwasminiftred, andwhen

that wouldtake noeffect,ftrangling came inthe roomethereof,andbrought

him tohis end: the otherwasflaine in a jakes where he hid himſelfe, and

his body (drawne like carrion through the ſtreetes) found nobetter ſepul-

chre thenthedunghill.
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Touchingthofe abominablewretches of Sodome and Gomorrah which Gen.19.

gave themſelves overwithallviolence, andwithout all ſhame andmeaſure,

totheir infamous lufts, polluting their bodies with unnaturall fins , God

fentuponthem anunnaturall saine, not ofwater,but offire and brimstone,

to burne and confumethem, that were fo hot and fervent intheir curfed

vices fothat theywere quite rooted and raked outofthe earth , and their

Cities and habitations deftroyed, yea and the very foile that borethem,

made defolate and fruitleffe ; and all this by fire, whofe ſmoke afcended like

the ſmoke ofa furnace : yea and in figne of a further curfe for tobeawit-

neffe and a marke of this terrible judgement,theearth and face of that coun

trey continueth ftill parched andwithered : and (as Iofephus faith) whereas

before it was a moft plentifull and fertile foile,and as it were an earthly pa-

radife, bedeckedwith five gallant Cities ; now it lyethdefart, unhabitable,

and barren, yeelding fruit in fhew, but fuch as being touched , turneth to

cinders. Ina word, the wrathofGod is fo notorioufly and fearefully ma-

nifefted therein, that whentheholy Ghoft would ſtrike a terrour into the

moft wicked, he threateneth themwith this likepuniſhment, faying :

The Lordwillraine upon each wickedone,

Fire,fnares, andbrimstone,for theirportion.

Howbeitthis maketh not but that ſtill there are too manyſuch monſters

intheWorld, fomightily is it corrupted anddepraved : neither is itany

marvell, feeing that divers Biſhops of Rome, that take upon them to be

Chriſts Vicars, and Peters fucceffours, are infected with this filthy conta

gion : Asnamely, Pope Iuliusthe third , whofe cuftome was to promote

noneto Ecclefiafticall livings faveonly his buggerers : Amongstwhomwas

one Innocent, whom this holy father(contrary totheSuffrages of the whole

Colledge) would needs make Cardinall ; nay,the unfatiable and monftrous

luft ofthisbeaftly and ftinkinggoatwas fo extraordinary, that he could not

abftaine from many Cardinals themselves . Iohn de la Cafa , a Florentineby

birth, andby office Archbishop ofBenevento, and Deaneof his Apoftati-

call chamber, was his Legat and Intelligencer in all the Venetian Seignio-

ries a man equall, or ratherworfe then himſelfe ; andfuch a one,aswhofe

memoryought to be accurfed of all pofterity , for that deteftable booke

whichhe compofed in commendation and praife of Sodomie ; and was fo

fhameleffe, nay rather poffeffed with fomedevilliſhand uncleane fpirit, as

todivulgate it to theview oftheworld. Hereyou may fee (poore foules)

the holineffe ofthoſewhomyou ſo much reverence, and upon whom you

buildyourbeliefe and religion : you ſee their brave and excellent vertues,

and ofwhat efteemetheir lawes and ordinances ought to beamongst you.

Nowtouchingthe end that this holy father made, it is declared in the for-

merbookeamongthe ranke ofAtheiſts, whereweplaced him . And albeit

that

Pfal.ii..
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Levit.20.

that heand fuch like villaines pleaſe their owne humours with theirabo-

minations, and approve and clearethemſelves therein,yet are they reward-

edbydeath, not onlybythe lawofGod, but alſo bythe law ofIulia.

WhenCharlemagne reigned in France, there happened a moft notable

judgement ofGod uponthe Monkes ofS. Martin in Tours, for their difor-

dinate lufts : theyweremenwhofefood was too much and dainty, whoſe

eafewas too eafie, andwhofe pleaſures were too immoderate, being altoge-

theraddicted to paſtimes and merriments : in their apparell they went

Nic.Gil.vol.1. Clad in filke like great Lords ; and (as Nichol. Gill, inhis firft Volumeof

French Chronicles faith) their fhooes were gilt over with Gold , fo great

was the fuperfluity of their riches and pride ; in fumme, their whole life

was luxurious and infamous : forwhich cauſetherecame forth a deſtroy-

ingAngel from the Lord (bythe report of Endesthe Abbot ofClugnie)

and flewthemall in onenight, asthe first born of Egypt were flaine, fave

one onlyperſon that was preferved, as Lot in Sodomewas preferved. This

ftrange accident moved Charlemagne to appoint a brotherhood ofCanons

tobe intheir roome, though little better, and as little profitable to their

Commonwealthas the former.

Levit.18.

Exod.22.

Levit.20.

Deut.27%

It is not for nothingthat the lawofGodforbiddeth to die witha beaſt,

and denouncethdeath against them that commit this foule fin ; for there

havebeen fuchmonſters in theworld at fome times , aswe reade inCaliws

and Volaterranus, ofone Crathes a fhepheard , that accompanied carnally

witha fheeGoat; but the Buckfinding him fleeping, offended and provo-

kedwiththis ſtrange action, gan at him fofurioullywithhis hornes,thathe

left him deadupontheground. God that opened an Afles mouth to re-

prove the madneffe ofthe falfe Prophet Balaam , and fent Lions tokillthe

ftrange inhabitants ofSamaria, employed alfo this Buck about his ſervice

inexecuting juft vengeanceuponawickedvarlet.

1 John2.

Iames1.

Gen29.

CHAP. XXXV.

Ofthe wonderfull ervill that ariſethfrom this greedineſſe ofluft.

T is to good reafon, that Scripture forbids usto abftain

from the luft of the flesh andthe eyes, which is ofthe

worldandthe corruption ofmansown nature; forfomuch

as by it weare drawn toevill, itbeingas it were acorrupt

root which fendeth forth moſt bitter, fowre, androtten

fruit andthis hapnethnot onlywhenthegoods & riches of

the world arein queft, but alſowhen amanhunteth after difhoneft and un-

chaftedelights : this concupifcence is it that bringeth forthwhoredomes,

adulteries, and manyother fuchfinnes, whereout fpring forthoftentimes

flouds of mifchiefes, and that divers times by the felfe-will andinordinate

defireof private and particular perfons : what didthe lawleffe luft of Pati

pharsWifebringupon Iofeph Was not his life indangered, and hisbo-

dykept incloſe prifon,wherehe cooled his feet two yeares or more?

Wehave amoft notableexampleofthe miferable endofa certain wo-

man,
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her intemperance and unbridled luft .

i

Aboutthetimethat the Emperour Phocas was flainby Prifcus, one Gyful. Sabel,

phus (Governour and Chieftain of a Countrey in Lumbardy) goingout in

defence ofhis Countrey against the Bavarians (which were certaine re-

liques of theHunnes) gave thembattell, and loft the field and his life with-

all: Nowthe Conquerours (purfuingtheir victory) laid fiege to the chief

Cityofhis Province,where Romilda his Wife madeher abode ; whoview-

ingonedayfrom thewals theyoungand fair King,with yellow curled lockes

galloping about the City, fell prefently fo extreamly in lovewithhim, that

her minde ranofnothingbut fatisfying her greedy and new conceived luft :

wherefore (burying in oblivion the love of her late husband, with her

young infants yet living, and her Countrey, and preferring her owne luſt

before them all) the fent fecretly untohimthis meffage, That if hewould

promifeto marryher, fhewould deliver up the City into his hands : he,

well pleafed with this gentle offer (through a defire of obtaining theCity,

whichwithout great bloudfhed and loffe of men he could not otherwife

compaffe) acceptedof it, and wasreceived uponthis condition, within the

wals and left he ſhould feemetoo perfidious, he performed his promiſe

ofmarriage, and madeher his wife forthat one night ; but foone after (in

fcorneanddifdaine) hegave her upto twelve ofhis ftrongeſt lechers, to glut

her unquenchable fire : and finally nailed her on a gibbet, for a finall re-

ward ofher treacherous and boundleffe luft. Markewell the miferywhere-

into thiswretchedwomanthrewher felfe,and not only her felfe,but a whole

City alfo,byherboiling concupifcence, which fo dazled her underſtand-

ing, that the could not confider how undecent it was, diſhoneſt, and incon-

venient, for awoman to offer her felfe,nay to folicite a man that was an ene-

mie, a ſtranger, and one that ſhe had never feen before, to herbed, and that

totheutter undoing ofher felfe and all hers. But even thus, many more

(whole hearts are paffionatewith love) areblindfolded after the fame fort

(like as poeticall Cupid is fained to be) that not knowingwhat they take in

hand, they fall headlong into deftruction ere they be aware. Let us then be

here advertiſed to pray unto Godthat he would purifie our droffie hearts,

and divert our wandringeyes from beholdingvanity, to befeducedthereby.

CHAP. XXXVI.

Ofunlawfullgeftures, Idleneffe, Gluttony, Drunkenneſſe, Dancing,

andotherfuch like diffoluteneſſe.

Ike as ifwe would carry ourfelves chaftlyand uprightly be-

fore God, it behoveth us to avoid all filthineffe and adulte-

ry, fowe muſt abstain from uncivill and difhoneftgeftures,

whichare (as it were) badges ofconcupifcence, andcoales

to fet luft onfire, and inftruments to injure otherswithall.

From hence it was, thatPompey cauſed oneof his fouldiers Sabel.

eyes tobe putout in Spaine, forthrufting his hand under a womansgar-

ment thatwas aSpaniard and for the fame or like offence did Sertorius

commandZ
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command a footman ofhis bandtobe cut in pieces. Othat wehad intheſe

daies fuchminded captaines, that would fharply repreffe the wrongs

raviſhments which arefo common and ufuall amongſt men ofwar at this

day, and founcontrolled ! they would not then doubtleffe be fo rife and

commonas in theſe daies they are.

Kiffing is noleffe to be efchewed than theformer , if it be not betwixt

thofe that are tyed together by fome bond ofkindred or affinity, as itwasby

antient cuſtome oftheMedes and Perfians, and Romanes alfo; according

to the report ofPlutarch and Seneca : andthat which is more, Tiberius Ca-

farforbad theoften and daily practiſe thereof in that kinde , as a thing not

to be freqented , but rather utterly abhorred, though it be amongſt kinf-

folkes themſelves. It was eſteemed an indignity amongthe Græcians , to

kiffe any maid thatwas not in blood or affinity allyed unto them ; as it ma-

nifeftlyappearethby the earneft fuit and requeft of the wife ofPififtratus the

Valer.li.1.c.s. Tyranof Athens, to put to death a youngmanfor kiffing her daughter in

the ſtreets, as he met her, although it was nothingbut love that movedhim

De civitat .Dei thereto. Saint Augustine alfo affirmeth , That hewhichwantonly kiffeth a

woman that is not his wife, deferveth thewhip. It is true,that theholy

Scripture often mentioneth kiffing, but either betwixt father and childe, or

brethren or kinsfolkes, or atleaft ina manner offalutation betwixt one an-

other ofacquaintance, accordingtothe cuſtome ofthe people ofGod and

fometimes alfo it is mentioned as a token ofhonour and reverence, which

the fubject performeth to his fuperiour in this action . In the former ages

Chriftians uſed to kiffe alfo ; but fo, that it was ever betwixt parties of ac-

quaintance ; and in fuch fort, that by this manner ofgreeting they teftifi-

ed to each othertheir true and fincere charity, peace,and union ofheart and

foule in the Lord. Such chearings and loving embracings were pure and

holy, not laſcivious and wanton, likethe kiffes ofprophane and leacherous

wretches and ftrumpets, whereofSolomon maketh mention .

lib.21.cap.11.

Gen.27.45.

& Sani.20 ..

I Sam.10.

Inft.Apolog.2.

Tertull.

Prov.7.13.

Furthermore, everyman ought to fhun all meanes and occafions which

may induceor enticethem to uncleaneneffe ; and amongst the reft efpeci-

ally Idleneffe, which cannot chufebut be as it were awide doore and paffage

for manyvicesto enterby, as by experience we fee in thoſe that оссиру

themfelves about no good nor profitable exercifes, but mifpend theirtime

intriflingand doing nothing, and their wits either upon vaine and fooliſh

conceit tothe hurt ofothers ; or upon lafcivious and unchafte thoughts,to

their owneoverthrow ; whereason the contrary, to them that arewell em-

ployed either in body or minde, no fuch thing betideth ; wherefore wee

ought to be here advertiſed every one ofus to apply our felves tofome ho-

neft and feemlytrade, anfwerableto our divers and ſeverall eftates and con-

ditions, and notto fuffer our felves to be overgrowne with Idlenefle, left

thereby we fall into mifchiefe ; forwhom the adverfary ( that malicious

andwickedone) findeth in that cafe, heknowes well how to fit themto his

purpoſe, and to fet them about filthy and pernitious fervices.

Next to idleneffe, the too much pampering the body with dainty and

muchfood is to be efchewed : for like as afat andwell fed horfe winceth and

kicketh against his rider, fo the pampered flesh rebelleth againſt God and a

mans owne felfe. This fulneffe ofbread, and abundance of fleshly delights,

was the cauſe ofthedeftruction ofSodome and Gomorrah ; and therefore

Eyech.16.1%. Our Saviour to good purpofewarneth us, to take heed to our felves, thatwe

be
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be not oppreffed with furfetting and drunkenneffe : andtheApoſtle,to take

nothought forthe flesh to fulfill the lufts thereof, but towalke honeftly , not Luke 21.34 .

beinggiven togluttony anddrunkenneſſe, chambering, and wantonneffe and in Rom.13.13 .

anotherplace, not to be drunkewithwine, wherein is exceffe : for befides Ephef.s ,

the loffe oftime and mifpenceofgoods, thegrievous diſeaſes and pangs of

thebody, anddulling andbefottingof thewit, whichfpringfrom intempe-

rance, many other great evils depend and wait thereon ; as whoredomes,

adulteries, uncleanneffes, quarrels, debates, murders, withmany other fuch

likediforders andmifchiefes.

.CIN

Noah, that holy Patriarch, by drinkingtoomuch wine, not only difco- Genga

vered his owne hame,but alſowas the occafion ofthat cruell curfe which

the Lord fent uponthe pofterityofCham, whicheven to this day lyeth hea

vyuponthem.

Lot, thoughhe hated the fin ofSodome, and efcaped the puniſhment of Gen.19.

Sodome, yetbeingovercomewiththewineofthe mountaines, hecommit-

ted inceftwith his owne daughters , and made a new Sodome ofhis owne

family. i

Balthafar , rioting and revelling amongft his pots,had the end bothoflife Dans

and kingdomedenounced againsthim, by abodileffehand-writingupon the

wall, the Lords decree. While Holofernesbefottedhis fenceswith exceffe Judith.134

ofwine and goodcheare, Indith found meanes to cut off his head.

The Emperours Septimius Severu, andlovinianus , dyed with eating and

drinking toomuch.

Likewifea certaine African called Donitins , overcharged his ftomacke Eufeb.

withfomuchfood at fupper, thathe dyed therewith.

Gregory ofTours reporteth ofChilderickea Saxon, that glutted himselfe

fo full ofmeat anddrink over night, that inthemorning hewas found cho-

ked inhis bed.

Inourmemorytherewas aPrieft inRovergne,neareMilan, that (dining

with a rich farmer for hisyearesdinner) cheared himselfefowell,and filled

his bellyfo full, that it burft in two, andhedyed fuddenly.

Alexanderthe great having invited manyofhis favourites andcaptaines Plutarch.

to fupper, propoundedacrowne in rewardtohimthat ſhould drinkemoſt:

nowthe greateſt drinker ſwallowedup foure fteanes ofwine , andwoonthe

prize,beingin valueworth fix hundred crownes; but lofthis life (a jewell

ofgreater worth) for he furvived not three daies afterthe vile excelle : be-

fides,the reft that ftrovewithhim in this goodly conflict ofcaroufing, one

andforty ofthemdyedto beare himcompany.

The fame Alexanderwas himselfe fubject to wine, and fo diftempered

divers times therewith, that he often flew his friends at the table in his

drunkenneffe, whom in fobrietyhe loved deareft.

Plutarchtelleth us of Armitus andCiranippus, two Syracufians; that be- Inceft,

ingdrunkwithwine, committed inceftwiththeir owne daughters.
Mitylib.2.cap.3t.

Cleomenes,KingofLacedemonia,beingdifpofedto caroufe aftertheman-

nerofthe Scythians,dranke fomuch, that he became, and continued ever

after, fenceleffe.

AnacreonthePoet, a grandconfumer ofwine, and a notabledrunkard,

was choakedwith thehuskeof a grapelodor

-The monstrousand riotous exceffes ofdivers Romane Emperours (as

Tiberim byname, whowas acompanion ofalldrunkards) is ftrange to be

Z 2 heard,
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186 heard, and almoſt incredible tobebeleeved : he loved wine fowell, that in

ftead ofTiberins they calledhimBiberius, and in ftead of Claudius, Caldus,

and in ſtead ofNero, Mero ; noting bythoſenicknames,howgreat a drunk-

ardhewas.

Aug.tom. 1o.

Ver.33.

The EarleofAfpremont (after he had by infinite exceffe exhauſted all

his fubftance) beingupon a day at S. Michael, dranke ſoexceffively, that he

dyedtherewith.

Cyrillus a Citizen ofHippon, had anungracious fon, wholeading ario-

tous andluxurious life, inthemiddeft ofhis drunkenneffe killed his owne

Parricidalia mother great with childe, andhis father, that fought to reftraine his fury,

andwouldhave raviſhed his fifter, had the not efcaped from him with ma-

nywounds.

cap.11.

FlaviusVopif.

Martid.li.11

Platinos

Bonofus the Emperour is reported to have been fuch anotoriousdrunk-

bard, that hewas faidtobebornenot to live, butto drinke : ifany Embaſſa-

dours came untohim, he would make them drunke, to theend to reveale

their fecrets : heended his lifewith mifery,evenbyhanging, withthis Epi-

taph, That atun, not aman, was hanged in that place.

Philoftrates,beingin thebathes at Sinueffa, devoured fomuch wine, that

he felldownethe ſtaires, andalmoſt broke his neckwith the fall.

Zeng, theEmperour ofthe Eaft, was fo notoriouſly given to exceffe of

meatesand drinkes, thathis fences beingbenummed, he wouldoften lie as

one that was dead : wherefore being become odious to allmen byhis beaſt-

ly qualities, his wife Ariadne fell alfoindeteftation ofhim, and oneday as

he layfenceleffe, fhe tranfported him into a tombe, and throwing a great

ftoneupon it, pinedhim todeath, not fufferinganyto removethe ftone, or

toyeeld him any fuccour andthiswas ajuft rewardofhis drunkenneffe.

Pope Paulusthe fecond, befidethe exceeding pompe ofapparell which

heuſed, hewas alſovery carefull for his throat for (as Platina writeth of

him) he delighted in allkinde ofexquifite diſhes, and delicate wine, and

that in fuperfluity : bywhich immoderate and continuallfurfeiting he fell

into agrievous Apoplexy, which quickly madeanendofhis life. It is re-

t... portedofhim, that heeat thedaybeforehe dyed twogreat Melons,and that

inaverygood appetite whenas the next night the Lord ftruck him with

his heavy judgement.

Philip.Me-

lanet.lib.4.

Alexanderthe fon ofBafilius , and brother of Leothe Emperour, did fo

wallowanddrowne himfelfe in thegulfeofpleaſure and intemperance,that ,

oneday, after hehad stuffed himselfe too full of meat, as he got upon his

horfe, heburſt a veinewithinhisbody, whereat upwards and downewards

iffued fuch abundance ofblood, that his lifeandfoule iffued forthwithall.

Themoderneexamples ofGods fearefull judgements upon drunkards,

not only inothercountries,buteveninthis Nation of ours, aremanyand

Can tertible ; all which if& ſhould ſtand to reporty it would be matter for a

wholebooke. Our reverend Judges in their feverall circuits doe finde by

experience,that fewmurthersandmanflaughters arecommitted, whichare

notfromthis rootofdrunkenneffe : forwhen mens braines are heat with

wineand ftrongdrinke , then their tongues are let loofe toopprobrious

fpeeches, and thence proceed both fudden quarrels, and deliberate chal-

lenges, wherewith thouſands arebroughttotheir untimelyends : Befides,

the Lordpunisheththe Drunkardmanywaies ; firft, inhis foule,withim-

penitencyandhardneffe ofheart: whichcommonlyfolloweththis vice for

J as
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as Saint Augustine faith, As bytoo much raine the earth is refolved into durt, 287

andmade unfit fortillage ; fo by exceßive drinking, our bodies are altogether an- Aug.de Vi-

fittedfor the spirituall tillage, andfo can bringforthnogoodfruits ofholineffe and tand.Ebriet.

righteoufneffe ; butrather like bogges andmarifbes, arefit to breed nothing but Ser.231.

ferpents, frogs , and vermine, that is, allmanner of abominable fins and loathsome

wickedseffe. Secondly in his body, with deformedneffe of feature, filthy

diſeaſes, and unfeaſonable death : for exceffive drinking breedeth crudities,

Rheumes, Impofthumes, Gouts, Confumptions, Apoplexies , and fuch

like ; whereofmen perish before they are come to the halfe of their natu-

rall yeares andthis is one principall caufewhy men arenowfo fhort lived

in refpet ofthat theyhavebeen heretofore. Thirdly, inhis eftate,for com-

monlypoverty, yea penury followeth this vice at the heeles ; as Solomon

teacheth, Prov. 21 , 27. And lastly, with fudden death and deftruction,even

in the middeft oftheir drunken fits, as wofull experience doth make mani-

feft every day, andalmoft in every corner of this land. Within theſe few

yeares,ofmine owne knowledge,three not far from Huntington beingover-

comewithdrinke, perifhed by drowning, when being not able to ruletheir

horfes, they were carried bythem into the maine ftreame,from whence they

never came out alive againe, but left behindethem vifible markes ofGods

juſtice, for the terrour and example of others ; and yet what fin is more

commonly uſedand leffe feared than this.

ConcerningDancing (the ufuall dependants offeafts and good cheare )

there is none offound judgement that know not, that they are baits and al-

lurements to uncleaneneffe, and as it were inftruments ofbawdrie : by rea-

fon whereoftheywere alwaies condemned amongmen of honour and
repu-

tation, whetherRomanes or Greekes, and left for vileand bafe minded men

toufe. Andthis may appearebythe reproach that Demosthenes the Orator

gave to PhilipofMacedony and his Courtiers, in an Oration tothe Atheni-

ans, whereinhe termedthem commondancers, and fuch as fhamed not as

foone as theyhad glutted their bellies with meate , and their heads with

wine, to fallfcurriloufly a dancing. Asforthehonourable Dames ofRome,

trulywe ſhall never readethat any ofthem accustomed themſelves to dance,

accordingtothe report ofSaluft touching Sempronia, whom judged tobe

too finea dancer and finger to be honourablewithall : as iftheſe two could

no more agree then fire and water.'

Cicero in his apologie ofMurana rehearſeth an objection of Cato againſt Murena.

his client, wherein hechallenged him for dancing inAfia; which he maketh

a matteroffogreat reproach,that not daring to maintain or excuſe the fact,

he flatlydenyeth it ; faying, That no feber and difcreet man ever wouldcom-

mit that fault, unleffe hisfence and reafonwas bereft him. Plutarch alfofetting

forth thevertues ofwomen, putteth in this amongthe reſt, that ſhe ought

to be nodancer : and fpeaking inanother place to all others as well as wo-

men, biddeththem to repulfe even their friends, ifthey ſhould lead and en-

tice them to that exerciſe.

Befides, all the ancient Doctors ofthe Church have utterly condemned

them asunlawfull : Thoulearneft tofingprophane andidlefongs (faith Bafil)

andforgetteft the godlyPfalmes andHymnes whichwere once taught thee thou

capereft and leapest with thy feet in dances (unwife as thou are) when as thou

fhouldeft rather bendthy knees in prayer to the Almighty but what gaine is got

thereby ? Marry this, that virgins returne robbed of their virginities , and

1
3 married
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Orig.lib.i.

contr.Celf.

Can.5.52.

Ephef. 5.4.

Judg.11.

Mark,6.

marriedwives oftheir troth to their busbands : both, and all, Leffe chaste than

they went ; andmoredifboneft than theyshould, ifnot in act, whichperadventure

maybe,yetftainedin thought , whichcannot be efchewed. Heare(faith Chryfoft . )

you maidsandwives, which are not aſhamed todance andtrip it at others marri-

ages, andtopollateyourſexes ; wherefoever a laſcivious dance is danced,therethe

devillbeareth the otherpart, andis theauthor ofit. It is better (ſaith Ambrose)

to dig anddelve uponholy daies thanto dance. Andin another placewritingto

his fifter, he faith, That be need not carefor diffolute behaviours and fongs

whichareusedatmarriages to makehim merry witball ; for when banquets are

concludedwithdances, then is chaſtity in an evillcafeandingreat danger tofuffer

Shipwracke bythofe fufpitious allurements . Befidesthis, dancinghath been ab-

folutely forbiddenby confent ofthe whole Church of Chrift beforetime,

under paine ofexcommunication ; as it may appeareby the Conftantino-

politan Councell under Iuftinian the Emperour what anſwercanthey

make thentothis, that are Chriftians, and allowoftheſe forbidden ſports ?

Is it thedenyingofa mans felfe ? Thefpirituall regeneration ? Theputting

offthe old man touchingour converfation inthis life ? Andif all adultery

and uncleaneneffe, all filthineffe and fooliſh talking, jefting and fuch like,

ought not once tobenamed amongst us, becauſe they arethings not come-

ly IfI fay it be not lawfull tojeaft or ſpeake the leaft lafciviouswordthat

is, how fhall it be lawfull to doe an action with the motion and confent

ofthewhole body, whichreprefenteth nothingelſe but folly, vanity , and

lafcivioufneffe ? Andthis is forthemthat demand where dancing is for-

bidden inthe Scripture ; which I touchas itwerebytheway, and doe but

pointat, not minding to frame any longdifcourfethereof, feeing there isa

particular treatiſe touching thefamematter, which hemay reade thatdefi-

rethto know any moretouching it. Nowlet us feewhat goodly fruits and

commodities have rifentherefrom. Thedaughters ofthe children of Ifra-

el beingdancing in Silo upon a feftivall day, after the manner ofthe uncir-

cumcifed Idolaters, were ravishedbythe Benjamites for to betheir wives,

and that mixtlywithout regard ofone or other,were they ofnever fohigh

orbaſecondition.

:

At the feat whichHerod the Tetrarch made to the Princes and Cap-

taines andNobles of Galilee, the daughter of Herodias pleaſed him andhis

companyfowell with her dancing, that to gratifie this filthyſtrumpet the

incestuous Tyran caufed Iohn Baptift to bebeheaded.

Lodowicke, Archbishop of Magdeburge, celebrating a folenne feaſt at a

towne called Calven, invited many ofthe worthy Citizens to makemerry

withhim the place for their joyalty was the great hall wherein judiciall

cauſeswereappointed tobedifcuffed. Here after the banquet ended they

fell a dancing, men andwomen mixtlytogether,fucharidiculous roundelay,

and fuch a multitude, that what with the weight of their bodies, or rather

the indignation ofGod againſtthem for this fcurrilous and immodeftbeha-

viour, the beames ofthe houſebegan to crack andthreaten a certain ruine ;

whereat the Archbishop affrighted, caught holdby a fairedame, andbegan

firfttogoedowne the ftaires ; but the ſteps afore loofened, as foone as he

trodeuponthem, tumbled downe, andhe and his confort headlongwithall,

and were cruſhed in pieces. And thus he that was principall ofthe feaft

and fport, was made anexampleto all the reft, ofthe Lords vengeance, be-

caufe hedifhonoured his calling andprofeffion by fuch lewd and light be

haviour:
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haviour and this was one goodly effect of dauncing,
:
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Anotherwereade ofinthe Chronicles ofthe fame City to this effect , Chron.Magde-

in a village called Offemer, adjoyningto Stendell : As the Popish Prieft barg.

played the minstrell to his parishioners that danced the morris beforehim,

and rejoyced in their merryMay-games, a tempeft arofe, anda thunderbolt

ftruck off his right hand, togetherwith theharpe whichhe played on , and

confumedabouttwenty fouremen andwomenofthe company a juſt pu-

niſhment offo prophane a Prieſt , who in ftead ofdehorting them (as his

dutyboundhim) from that lafcivious cuftome , played the chiefe part in

the ir madneffe, andwas an inticer ofthemunto it.

Moreover, in many places , by dances grievous and ſpitefull quarrels

havebeenſtirredup, and many murders executed, the examples whereof

are fo evident and notorious, that it is not needfull nowto ftandupon them :

toconcludethereforethis pointwiththe fayingofLodovicus Vives , There Lodovicus

is not a greatervanity in theworldthan dancing; for (faith he) I heard of Vives.

certain menofAfia, that comming into Spaine , when they firſt ſaw the

Spaniards dance, werefoforeaffrighted, that they ranaway for feare , fup-

pofingthem tohavebeen either poffeffedwith fomefpirit, or out oftheir

wits at leaſt andtruly I thinke ifa manhad neverfeenawoman dance be-

fore, he could hardlybe ofanother judgement, therebeing nothingthat re

femblethfrenzie andlunacy more than the ftrange fhakings and motionsof

thebody at the noife ofabeaten fheep-skin : verily it is a paſtimetomark

thegravebehaviour, the meaſurable march, the pomp and oftentation of

womendancers, andthegreat care they have toperforme wifely fo fooliſh

an action: it is very likely that all their wit at that time is diftilled from

their head intotheir feet, for there it is more requifite and needfull than in

theirbraine. Thusmuch faith Lodovicu Fives.

::

NowtouchingMummeriesand Maskes, Iplacethem inthe fame ranke

withtheother; forfomuch as they arederivedfrom the fame fountaine,and

communicatethe famenature, and produce thefameeffects,andoftentimes

are fo pernitious, that divers honourable women have been raviſhed and

conveyedawaybytheir meanes : nay, and fome Mafquers have beenwell

chaftifed intheirownevices : as it happened in the raigne of Charlesthe

fixth, to fix that mafqued it to a marriage at the hoftle of S. Pauls in Paris,

beingattired like wilde horfes, coveredwith loofe flax, danglingdown like

haire, all bedaubedwith greafe forthe fitter hangingthereof,and faſt bound

oneto another, and inthis guifeentered the hall, dancing with torches be-

forethem but behold fuddenly their play turned to a tragedy for a spark

ofoneoftheir torches fell intothe greafie flax ofhis neighbour , and fet it

immediatlyonfire, fothat in theturningofan hand they were all on flame?

then gave they out amofthorribleoutcry : oneofthemthrew himſelfhead-

long into atubofwater, provided to rince their drinking cups andgoblets,

and uponthat occafion ftanding not far off: two wereburnt to death, with-

out ftirringonce from the place : Thebaftard Foix and the Earle of Jouy

efcaped indeed prefent death ; but being conveyedto their lodgings , they

furvivednot twodaies : theKinghimselfe beingone ofthe fix, was favedby

the Dutcheffe ofBerry, that covering him with her loofe and wide gar-

ments quenched the fire before it could feife upon his flesh. Frogfardthe Vol.4 cap.52.

reporterofthis tragedy, faith, That the next morrowevery man could ſay,

that thiswas awonderfull figne and advertiſement ſent byGodto theKing

to



OfPlayés and Comedies. The Theatreof

290

Tertul.

Orof.

Tacit.lib.4.

Fulgof.

Decuriofitate.

Homil.4.

Homil.6.in

1.cap.Gen.

Can.51.

Apolog.

Tertull.de

belt.

towarnehim to renounce all fuch fond and fooliſh devices w ich he de-

lighted too much in, and more then it became a King ofFrance to doe and

thiswas the event of that gallant Mafque.

It refteth now that we fpeakfomewhat ofPlayes and Comedies,andfuch

like toyes and May-games, which have no other ufe in the world but to de-

prave and corrupt good manners, andto open a doore to all uncleaneneffe :

the cares ofyong folke arethere polluted with many filthy and diſhoneſt

fpeeches, their eyes arethere infectedwith lafcivious and unchafte geftures

and countenances,and theirwits arethere ftained andembrued with fo per-

nitious liquor, that (except Gods goodgrace) they will ever favourofit :

the holy and facred Scripture ordained to aholy and facred uſe, is often-

timesbytheſe filthy fwine prophaned, to pleafe and to delight their audi-

ence in fewwords, there is nothing elfe to be foundamongthem,but nou-

riſhment to our fences offooliſh andvaine delights . For this caufe many

of the fager Romanes, as Nafica and divers other Cenfors, hindred the buil-

dingof the Theatres in Rome, for an opinion they had,that their ſports and

paftimeswhichwere exercifed therein, ferved to no other purpoſe butto

makethe people idle, effeminate, and voluptuous : and befides, the maſters,

guiders, andactors of Playeswere alwayes debarred as men infamous, from

bearing any publike Office or dignity inthe Common-wealth.

Tiberius Cafarhimselfe, tloughofmoft corrupt and rotten manners and

converfation, yet in open Senate complained and found fault with the im-

modeftyofStage-players, and banishedthem at that fame time out ofIta-

lie. WhenDomitian was Cenfor, he put out of the Senate a Citizen of

Rome, becauſe he was too much addicted to the imitation ofthe faſhions of

Players andDancers. And Plutarch faith, that we ought to fhun all fuch

fpectacles.

Ifthen fuch paftimeswerebythejudgements ofthe Romanes noted with

infamy, fhallwehave their equals in follies in better account ? Baſilcalleth

fuch fports and paftimes, thework-houſe, forge, and common ſhop of all

wickedneffe: and therefore Chryfoftome prayeth and admonisheth the faith-

fullofhis time to abftaine fromfrequenting fuch places. S. Augustine alfo

forbiddeth toBeftow our money upon tumblers, juglers, and players, and

fuch like. Belide, by the Conftantinopolitan Councell under Iuftinian , it

was inhibited to beonce prefent at fuch fports, under the paine of excom-

munication and that the ancient Chriftians did by common confent not

onlycondemne, but alfo utterly abftaine from fuch paftimes, it mayap-

peare bythe teſtimony ofTertullian, writing tothe Gentiles tothis effect :

Werenounce andfendback (faithhe) ports andplayes untoyou , as tothe headand

fountaine from whence they were firft derived : we make no reckoning ofthoſe

things whichweknow were drawnefromfuperftition : we love not to beholdthe

folly ofturningwith Chariots , nor the unchastity of the Theatre, nor the cruelty of

fword-playing, nor the vanity ofleaping, wrestling, anddancing but takeplea-

fureinexercifes ofbetter report, and leffe burt:

:

Moreover, how odious and irkſome inthe fight ofthe Lord fuch fpecta-

cles are, andwhat powerandfway thedevillbeareth therein, the judgement

ofGod upon a Chriftianwoman (reportedby Tertullian) may fufficiently

inftru&tus : Therewas awoman (faith he) that went to the Theatre to fee

aplay, and returned home poffeffed with an uncleane fpirit : whobeing re

buked in a conjuration for daring to affault one ofthe faith, that profeffed

Chrifti



Gods Iudgements.
OfTheeves and Robbers.

Chrifts anſwered, that he haddonewell , becauſe he found her upon his

owneground.

The fameauthor reportethanotherexample as ftrange, ofawoman alſo

that went tofee a Tragedieacted, towhom thenight following appeared in

adreamethe picture ofafheete (a prefage ofdeath)cafting in her teeth that

which ſhehaddone ; and five daies after, death himfelfe feifed upon her.

291

Chriftian

man,

WO-

As touchingwantonfongs, andunchafte and ribald bookes (that I may

bebriefe) I will content myfelfeonlywith that which is alleadged by Lo Lib.ofinftru-

dovicus Vives concerningthat matter. The Magiftrate (faithhe) ought toba. tionofa

nish out ofhisdominion allunhoneft Songs andPoems, and not toſuffer novelties

tobe publishedday byday in rimes andballads,as they are asifa manſhouldheare

in a City nothingbutfoolish andfcurrilous Ditties , fuchas wouldmake even the

yongerfort thatarewellbrought up to bluſh, andftir uptheindignation ofmen of

honourandgravity : this ought Magiftrates toprevent, andto discharge the peo-

ple from readingAmadis, Triftram, Launcelotdue Lake, Melufine, Poggius

fcurrillities, andBoccacenovelties ; withathouſandmorefuch like toyes and

thus muchout ofVives.

CHAP. XXXVII.

OfTheerves andRobbers

T followes that wefpeake in the next place offuchas

bytheir greedy covetoufneffe andunquenchable defire

of lucre, tranfgreffe the fourth commandement ofthe

fecond Tables to wit, Thoushalt notſteale : wherein

notonly fimplytheft,but alfoSacriledge is condemn

ed : andfirft ofSacriledge.

In

M

Intothis fin fell wretched Achan in thetime ofløb Joſhua7.

fhua,when inthe fack of Jericho he feeing a Babylo

nifhgarment,with certainegoldand filver, covered it and file it away,and

hid it inhis Tent, contrary to the commandement ofthe Lord; for which

cauſetheLordwas offendedwith hiswhole people, as if they all had been

acceffarytothecrime, and enfeebledthemfobeforetheirenemies,that they

werebeatendowne at Hay,and fhamefully put to flight : neither was his

angerappealed, untill that the offendant beingdivinely and miraculously

defcryed, was ftonedto death and burnt with his children and all his fub-

fance.

Buttocome untoprophaneftories, let usbeginwith Heliodore , Treaſu- zofephus.

rer ofSeleucbus KingofAfias who bythe Kings commandement and fug-

geftionofoneSimon Governour ofthe Temple, came to take awaythegold

and filverwhichwaskept intheTreafury of the Temple, andto tranſport

it untotheKings Treaſury; whereatthe whole City of Jerufalem put on

fackcloth, and pouredout prayers untotheLord fothat when Heliodorus

wasprefent inthe Templewith his foldiers readyto feife upon the treasure,

theLordofall fpirits and powerthewed fogreat a vifion, that he fell fud-

denlyintoextreame fearcandtrembling : for there appeareduntohim an

horfewithaterrible manfittingupon him,most richlybarbed which came

fiercely
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fiercelyand fmote at him with his forefeet : moreover, thereappeared two

yongmen, notablein ftrength, excellent inbeauty, andcomely in apparell,

which stood byhimon either fide, and fcourged him with manyftripes :

fothat Heliodorusthat cameinwithfogreat a company of fouldiers and at-

tendants, was ſtruckendumbe, andcarriedout in a litterupon mens ſhoul-

ders ; for his ftrengthwasfoabated, that he could not help himselfe, but

lay deftitute of all hope ofrecovery , fo heavywasthe handofGod upon

him, untill bythe prayers of Onias the high Prieft hewas reſtored ; then

loeheconfeffed, that hewhichdwelt in heavenhadhis eyeon that place,and

defended it from all thofe that came tohurt andſpoile it.

Another ofthis crue was inCraff theRomane ; who entering Jerufa-

lem, robbed theTempleoftwothouſand talents of filver and gold, befide

the rich ornaments, whichamounted inworth to eight thouſand Talents,

and a beameofbeaten gold containingthree hundredpound inweight : for

which facriledge, the vengeance of Godfo purfued him,thatwithin awhile

after hewas overcomebythe Parthians, and together with his fon flain, his

evillgottengoods beingdifperfed, and the skull of his head being made a

ladle to melt gold in, that it might be glutted with that being dead, which

alive it couldbe never ſatisfied with.

Herod followingthe fteps ofHircanus his predeceffor, that tooke out of

the fepulchre ofKingDavid threethouſandtalents of money, thinkingto

finde the like treaſure, broke upthe fepulchre in the night, and found no

money, but richornaments ofgold, whichhe tookeaway with him ; how-

beit tohis coft : fortwoofhis fervants perifhed in the vault, byadivine

fire, as it is reported, and he himſelfehad ſmall fucceffe in his worldlyaf-

faires everafter.

Iulian the Apoftatarobbed the Church ofthe revenues thereof, and took

awayallbenevolences andcontributions to fchooles oflearning, tothe end

the childrenmight not be inftructed inthe liberall Arts , nor in any other

good literature. He exaggeratedalfo his facriledge with fcornfull jeaſts ;

faying, Thathedidfurthertheir falvation bymaking thempoore ; feeing

it waswrittenintheir owneBibles, Bleffed are thepoore, for theirs is the king-

dome ofheavens but how this facrilegious theefewas punished, is already

declared inthe formerbooke.

Leo Groponymous tookout ofthe Temple of Conftantinople an excellent

crowne ofgoldbefet with precious ftones ; which Mauritius had dedicated

to theLord; but as foon ashe had fet it on his head, a cruell fever feifed

uponhim, that he dyed very ſhortly.

Thepuniſhment ofthe facriledge ofQueenVrraca in Spaine was moſt

wonderfull and fpeedy: forwhen inherwaragainſt her fon Alphonf thee

wantedmoney, the robbedthe Church dedicated to S. Ifidore , andtooke

withher ownehands the treaſures up, whichher fouldiers refufedtodo:but

ere fhe departed out ofthe Church vengeance overtooke her , andftrooke

herdead inthe place.

Moreover, the Lordfohateth this irreligious fin, thathe permitteththe

devill toexerciſehis crueltyuponthe fpoilers of prophane and Idolatrous

temples, as he didupon Dyonifies the Tyran ofSyracufa ; whoaftermany

robberies ofholy things, and fpoiling the Churches , dyed fuddenlywith

extreamejoy, as authors report. He fpoiled the Temple of Proferpina át

Locris, andthavedoff the goldenbeard of fenlapim at Epidamnum ; fay

ing,
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ing, It was anunfeemly thingfor Apollo tobe beardleffe and his fonbearded:

hedeprived Iupiter Olympus ofhis golden raiment, and gave him awoollen

coat inſteadthereof; faying itwastooheavy for him in the Summer , and

too coldinwinter, andthiswas more convenient for both feaſons. The pre-

text of all his facriledgewas this , That feeing the gods were good , why

ſhould not bebe partaker oftheir goodneffe.
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Such another was Cambyfes KingofPerfia, whofent fifty thousandmen sabel.l.1.6.3.

to roband deſtroy thetempleofIupiter Ammon ; but in their journey fo Herod.lib.4.

mighty a tempeſt arofe, that theywere overwhelmed with the fand, not one

ofthem remaining to carry newes oftheir fucceffe.

Brennuswas conftrained to flayhimſelfe, forenterprifing to rob the Tem- Fulg.lib.1.c.2 .

ple of Apollo at Delphos : Philomelus, Onomarchus,and Phayllus, went about

the fame practife, and indeed robbed the Temple ofall the treaſures there-

in; but one ofthemwasburned, another drowned, and the third broke his

neck : to conclude, the Athenians put to death a yong childe, for taking

but agolden plate out of Diana's Temple ; but firft theyoffered him other

jewels and trinkets , whichwhenhedefpifed in refpect ofthe plate , they ri-

gorously puniſhed him as guilty offacriledge.

Cardinall Wolfeybeingdetermined to erect two new Colledges, one at Stow.Chron.

Oxford, and the other at Ipfwich, obtained licence and authorityof Pope

Clement the feventh,to fuppreffe about the number offorty monafteries, to

furniſh and ſet forward the building ofhis faid Colledge which irreligi-

ous facriledge (I call it facriledge both becauſe he was perfwaded in con-

ſcience that thofe goods belonged to the Church, and fo to him it was fa-

criledge : as alfo for that he did it in pride of his heart) was furthered by

five perfons,who werethe chiefe inftruments ofthe diffolution ofDaintry

Monaftery, becauſethe Prior and Covent would not grant them certaine

lands in farme at their owne price. But what punishment enfuedupon

them at Gods hand theworldwas witneffe of : for ofthefe five perfons,two

fell at difcord amongst themſelves, andthe one flewthe other,for thewhich

the furvivor was hanged ; thethird drownedhimfelfe in a well; the fourth,

beingthen worthtwo hundred pounds,withinthreeyeares becamefo poore

that he begged untill his dying day ; and the fifth (called Doctor Allen)

was cruellymaimed in Ireland . The Cardinall himfelfe falling into the

Kings diſpleaſure, wasdepofed from his biſhoprick, and dyed miferably :

the Colledgeswhich he mean to have made to glorious a building, came

nevertoanygoodeffect, theone at Ipfwich beingcleane defaced, the other

at Oxford unfiniſhed.

And thus much offacriledge : Now let us come and fee the puniſhment

offimple theft, the principall caufe whereof is covetoufneffe ; which is .fo

unrulyan evill, and fo deep rooted intheheart ofman , that ever yet it hath

ufed to encroach upon the goods of others, and to keep poffeffion of that

whichwas noneofits owne ; breaking all the bonds of humanity, equity,

and right, withoutbeing contained in any meaſure or meane; whereof wee

have a most notable example in the oldworld before the flood , which (by

Mofes report) overflowedwith iniquity and extortion, themighty ones op-

preffedtheweak, the greater trodeunder foot the leffe, and the rich devour-

edthepoore. Whenthe Lordfaw the generall deluge offin and diforder

thus univerfally fpread (which indeed was a figne of great defection and

contemptofhim)he like a juft judge that could not endure thefe monftrous

'iniquities,
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iniquities, fent adeluge ofwaters amongst them, byopening thewindowes

ofheaven, and breaking up the fountaines of the great deepes, and giving

paffage tothewaters bothbyheaven and earth,fothat it raigned fortydaies,

and fortynights without ceafing, and the waters prevailed upon the earth,

and overcovered the high mountainesby fifteen cubites, the earth being re-.

duced into thefame eftatewhich it had in the beginning before thewaters

weretooke away from the facethereof : verily itwas a moſt hideous and fad

fpectacle, to fee firft the vallies, then the hils, and laft the higheſt moun-

taines fooverflownewithwater, that no fheworappearance ofthem might

beperceived; it was a dreadfull fight to behold whole houſes , toffed to

and tro upanddowne in thewaves,and at laft to beſhivered in pieces :there

wasnot a Citynor village that perifhed not inthe deep, not a tree nortow-

erfo highthat couldoverpeere the waters : as they increaſed moreand more

inabundance, fo feare, horrour,and defpaire offafety encreaſed inthe heart

ofevery living foule. Andon this fafhion did God punish thofe wickedre-

bels, not at oneblow, butby little and little increafing their paine , that as

theyhad a longtime abufed his patience, and made noreckoning ofamend-

ment, fothe punishment of their fin might be long and tedious. Now in

this extremity one could not helpanother, nor one envy another, but all

wereconcluded under thefame deftruction, all furprifed,affieged, and envi-

roned alike,aswell he that roved in the fields,as hethat ſtayed in the houſes,

hethat climbed up intothe mountaines, as hethat abode inthevallies , the

mercileffewaters fparednone it was to no purpofethat fome aſcended

theirhighhouſes, fome climbed upon trees, and fomeſcaled the rockes, nei-

ther one nor otherfound any refuge or fafety in any place, the richwere not

faved bytheir riches, northe ftrongbythe pith oftheir ftrength, but all

rifhedandweredrowned together, except Noahand his family which pu-

nishment was correfpondent unto the worlds iniquity, for as the earthwas

corruptedand polluted with abundance offin,fo God fent abundance ofwa-

ter to purge andcleanfe awaythe filthineffethereof, as at the latter dayhee

willfend fire to purifie and refine heaven and earth from their dregs,and re-

ftorethemtotheir firſt and pureſt eſtate. And thus God revenged theex-

tortion and celty ofthat age.

pc-

But yet for all this, thofe fins were not then fo defaced and rootedup, but

that theybeburniſhed againe andgrowne in timeto as big a bulke : for

even at this day the greateſt part ofthe world is given to practiſe fraud

and deceit, and by unlawfull meanes to incroachupon others goods : which

fubtilties thoughthey defire never fo to difguife and cloke, yetwill they

everbecondemned and reputed kindes of theft before God : now as fome

are ofgreater power & authority than others in theworld,fo answerable to

themſelves is the quality oftheir fins, and byconfequence the punishment :

the greater ofpower, the greater theeves, and the greater judgement ; forif

apooremanthat throughpoverty and neceffity cutteth a purſe or ſtealeth

any othertrifle, be culpable, howmuchmore culpable fhall he that is rich

be, that ufurpeththe goods ofhis neighbour?

Dracothe lawgiverofAthens, appointed death to be the puniſhmentof

theft : Solon mitigated that rigour,and puniſhed it with double reſtitution :

The Locrians put out his eyes that had ftolne ought from his neighbour :

TheHetrurians ftoned them to death : The Scythians abhorred themmore

than all creatures, becauſe theyhad a community ofall things except their

cups:
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cups : theVacceians uſedfuch feverity towards this kinde of men , that as 295

one hadbut taken a handfull ofcorne, he was furetodie for it,

Marca Fabiusbeing Cenfor, condemned his owne fon Buteotodeath,

being apprehended for theft. Tiberius the Emperour punished a fouldier,

after thefame manner, for ftealing a Peacocke : in fumme, there was no

Common-wealth wherein this fin was not highly detefted, and ſharply pu-

nished, except the Lacedemonians, where itwaspermitted and tollerated

for their exercife ofwarlike difcipline. 150084

It wasa rash and fevere, yet as it proved, a juſt deedof Tamberlainethat Theatr.biftor.

mighty Tyran and Conquerour ofAfia, when apoore woman complained

to himof one ofhis fouldiers, that hadtaken from her a little milke and a

piece ofcheeſe without paiment,be cauſedtheſouldiers bellytobe ripped,

to fee whetherſhe had falfelyaccufed himorno, andfinding the milke in

bis ſtomacke, adjudged him worthy of that puniſhment, for ftealing from

fopoore awoman, La
GrowL iflui sivingri

When Theophilus raigned Emperour in the Eaft, there was a certaine zonar.Annal.3

fouldier poffeffed ofa very gallant and brave horſe which his Captaine by

all meanes poffible fought toget from him, but he would not in any cafe

partwithhim ; wherefore he puthim forth of pay, and tooke his borſe

from him byforce,and fent him for a prefent totheEmperour Theophilus:

now it chanced that this poorefouldierwas flaine inthebattell for wantof

his horfe,and his wife and children left deftitute offuccour, infomuchthat

throughneceffity fhewasconftrained to flietoConftantinople, andto com-

plainetothe Emperourofthe injurydoneuntoher husband ; with this re-

folution entringthe City; fhe met the Emperour riding upon her huf-

bands horfe, and catching the horſebridle,challenged him noton y for ftea-

ling the horfe, butalfo beingthe caufe ofher husbands death. , The Empe-

rour wondring at the womansboldneffe, examined hermore narrowly, and

found out thewhole practife of thatwicked Captaine, whom hebanished

preſently his Empire, andbeftowed his poffeffion in recompence uponthe

diftreffedwiddow.

Ibicus the Poetbeingfet uponby Theeves, whenhe faw that theywould

not onlyſpoile him of his money,butofhis life alto,be cred for help and

revengeto the cranes that flew over his head : awhile after as thefe murder-

ing Thees fate together in the market place,the fame cranes appearinguntosa“s

them inthe aire,, theywhifpered one another in the care, and faid, yonder

flie bicus revengers which though fecretly fpoken, yet was over-

heard fothat theybeing examined andfoundguilty, were put to death for

their paines . The like ftory Martin Luther reporteth touching a travellers Luther.

onlydiffering in this, that as Cranes detectedtheformer, fo Crowes laid

open the latter.

In the yeare 1384. when as all Saxonywas foinfeftedwith Theeyes,that Albert.Crantz

no mancouldtravell fafely in the countrey,the Princes calling a Councell, lib.10.cap.7.

fet downethis order, That not onlythe Theeves themſelves fhould be fe-

verelypunifhed,but all that did protect or harbour any of them ; which,

decreewhen as Theodoricke County ofWeringrode impugned, the body of

the Councell fent for him,and adjudgedhimtoamoft cruell and fhamefull

death, lo

In the yeare 1410. Henry Duke of Luneburg, a moft juſt and ſevere crantz.lib.10,

Prince,went about to purgehis Countrey,from all thefts androbberies, cap.30.

TAHO
Aa infomuch
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196 infomuchthat the leaft offence committed in that kinde be fuffered not ra

gounpunished: now it hapned astheDukewent towards Luneburge, he

fentbefore him oneofhis chiefeftofficers toprovideneceffaries again't his

comming who ridingwithout a cloak, the weatherbeing cold, entreated

a ploughmanto lendhim his cloak till his returne: whichwhen theclowne

refuſedtodo, hetook it without leave, but it coft him his life for its for

the ploughman awaited theDukes comming anddirected his complaintun-

to him onthis manner :What availeth it (Omoft noblePrince) to feekto

fuppresthe courage of thieves and fpoilers,when asthychiefeft officer's dare

commitfuch things uncontrolled, asthe Lieutenant of Tzelahath but now

taken from memycloak ? TheDuke hearingthis complaint, and confide-

ringthe caufe, diffembled his counfell till his returne backe from Lune

burgeunto the fame place, where calling for his Lieutenant, andrating

him for his injury, hecommandedhimtobe hangedupon a tree. Awon-

derfull ſeverity in juſtice, andworthytobe commended forwhat hope is

it to root out Imall andpety thieves, if we fuffer grand thieves togoun-

Dat veniam

corvus,vexat

cenfuracolum-

bas.

corrected? 13

There is another kinde of theft practifed of them that be in authority,

whounderthe title ofconfifcation affume unto themselves ftollen goods,

and fo muchthe readilier, byHow much the value of the things amounteth

tomoreworth : an action altogether unjuft, and contrarytobothdivine

andhumane lawes, whichordain to refloreuntoeveryman hisowne and

truly he that in ftead of reftitution withholdeth the goods of his neigh-

bour inthis manner, differeth no more from a theefe than that the one

ftealeth boldlywithout fear, the other timorouſly andwith great danger

and what greater corruption of juftice can there be than this? Forwho

wouldfollowthe Law uponathiefe, when he knoweth heſhall rather run

into furthercharge, than recoverany ofhis old loffe ? Befidethis, it hap

neth that poor fmall theeves are often drawne to thewhip, or drivento

banifhment, or fentto the gallowes, when rich grand theeves lie at their

cafe, and eſcape uncontrolled, albeit the quality of their crimebe far un-

equall : according to thePoet vano

Cr

il to ma

ACT

The simpledove bylaw is cenſured,

Whenravenouscrowes escape unpunished.

The world was ever yet full of fuch ravenous Ravens ; fonimble

in pillingothers goods, and fo greedy of their owne gain, that the poor

people in ftead of being maintained and preferved in thepeaceable enjoy-

ing of their portions, are gnawne to the very bones amongst them: for

which caufeHomer is the perfon of Agamemnon calleth them devourers

of men. Likewife alfothe Prophet Davidin the fixteenth Pfalme calleth

them Eatersof his people: and yet want they not flatterers and trencher-

A friends (canker-wormes of a Common-wealth) that urgethem forwards,

anddevifedaily new kinde of exactions , likehorfe-leaches to fuckeout the

very bloud ofmens purfes : fhewing fo much the more wit and deceit

therein, byhowmuch themore theyhope to gain a great part thereof unto

their felves: being like hunger-ftarved Harpeis, that will neverbefatif

fed, but ftill fnatch andcatch all that commeth near their clouches : and

thefe are they that dogood tono man, buthurttoall ; of whom the Mer-

chant findeth himfelfe agrieved, the Artificer troddenunder foot, the poor

labourer oppreffed, andgenerally all menendammaged.

f
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Rom.13.7.

Sit is ajuft and approved thingbefore God, to do ho-

nour and reverence to Kings and Princes, andto be

fubject underthem in all obedience ; fo it is a reafon-

able and allowableduty topayfuch tributes and fub-

fidies (whereby their great charges and honourable

eftate may be maintained) as by right or equityare

dueunto them and this is alfo commanded byour

Saviour Chrift in expreffewords, whenhe faith, GiveuntoCafar that which

Cafars. Andbythe Apostle Paul moreexprefly, Pay tributes, render unto Mac.21.11 .

all mentheirdue tribute to whomtribute belongeth, andcustom to whom cuftom:

Markehowhe faith, Give unto all men their due : andtherein obferve, that

Kings and Princespught of their good and,juft difpofition tobe content

with theirdue, and not feek to load and overcharge their fubjects withun-

neceffary exactions, but to defireto fee them rather rich andwealthy, than

poor andneedy ; for thereby commeth no profit untothemſelves . Fur-

ther it is moſt unlawfull for themto exact that above meafure upon their

Commons, which being in mediocrity is not condemned: I fay it is un-

lawfull both bythe law of God and man' (the Law of God and man is

tearmed all that which both Godandman allowand agree upon, andwhich

a manwitha fafe confcience may put in practife :) for the formerwe can

have no otherſchoolmasternor inftruction, fave theholy Scripture,where-

in God hath manifefted his will unto us concerning thisvery matter ; as

inDeuteronomy the eighteenth, fpeaking of the office andduty of a King,

he forbiddeth them tobe hoorders upof gold and filuer, and eſpouſers of

minywives, and lovers of pride : fignifying thereby, that they ought to

contain themſelves within thebounds of modefty andtemperance, and not

give the raines to their owne affections, nor heape up grea treafures to

their peoples detriment, nor to delight in war, nortobe too much ſubject

totheirowne pleafures : all which things are meanes of unmeafurable ex-

pence: fo that if it be not allowable to mufter together multitudes of

goods, for the danger and mifchiefthat enfueth thereof, as it appeareth out

of this place ; thenfutely it is much leffe lawfull tolevyexceffive taxes of

the peoples forthe one of thefe cannot be without the other andthus

for the Law of God it is clear, thatby it authority is not committed unto.

them, to furcharge, and as it were trampledownetheir poor fubjects, by:

unmeafurable andunfupportable impofitions.

As for that whichthe Prophet Samuel in the Name of God giveth no-

tice tothe Ifraelites of, touching the right of aKing ; wherein he feemeth

to allow himthedifpofition of the goods and perfons ofhis fubjects: I an-

fwer firft, That Godbeing an immoveable Truth, cannott
contradict him-

felfe bycommanding and forbidding the fame thing; and fecondly, that

thewordof the Text inthe Originall fignifiethnothing else but a custome

or fathion, as it appearethby the 1 Sam.11.13 . befides, the fpeech that

the Prophet ufeth, importeth not a commandment, but an advertiſement

A a 2 of
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298 ofthe fubjection, whereunto the people were about to thrust themſelves,

by defiring a King after the manner of other Nations, whoſe cuſtomes

amongſt themwasto exercife authority and dominion as well overtheir

goods astheirperfons : forwhich caufeGod would have them forewarned,

that theymight knowhow vile a yoak they put their owne neckesunder,

and what grievous and troubleſome fervitude they undertook, from the

whichtheycould no wayes be delivered, no though they defired it with

teares.

Furthermore,that a Kingin Ifrael hadnopower ( in right and equity) to

take awaythe poffeffions of any of his fubjects, and appropriate it to him-

felfe, it appearethby Naboaths refufall to KingAchab, to give him his

vineyard, though he requeſted it (as it mayfeem) upon very reaſonable

conditions, either for his money, or for exchange, fo that a manwould

thinkehe ought not to have denied him : howbeit his defire beingthus

croffed,hecould not mendhimselfe by his authority, but fell to vexe and

grievehimſelfe, and to champeupon his owne bit, untillbythe wicked

anddeteftable complot of Iezabel, poor Naboathwas falfely accufed, un-

justlycondemned, and cruelly murdered ; and then heput in poffeffion of

his vineyard : whichmurder (doubtleffe) fhewould never have attempted,

nor yet Naboatheverhave refufed to yeeld hisvineyard, if by any pretence

Namb.36.9 . of Law they couldhave laid claim unto it but Nabeath knowing that it

was contrary to Gods Ordinance, for him to part with his patrimony.

(whichheought moſt carefully topreferve) would not confent to fell over

his vineyard, neither for love nor money, nor other recompence : and

herein he did but his duty, approved by the holy Scripture. Nowhow

odious a thing before God the oppreffion of poor people is, it is mani-

feft byhisownewords in the Prophefie of Ezechiel, where he faith, Let it

Chap.45.9 . fuffice, O Princes of Ifrael, leave off cruelty and oppreßion, andexecute judge-

mentandjustice take awayyour exactionsfrommypeople, andcease to thrust

them from theirgoods andheritages. Nowconcerningthelawof man, which

all men agree unto, becauſe it isgroundedupon reafon and equity, we finde

nopermiffion giventoKings toufe the goods of other men at theirplea-

fures ; forthat was far from equity : neither was there anyfuchliberty

beſtowed uponthem, bythoſethat firft in the beginningexaltedthem to

that degree of dignity : but rather (as divers worthy Authours avouch)

their ownevertues and good behaviour which woon them credit amongſt

Cic.lib.3.de the better fort, inftalledthemfirftunto that honour. And truely there is

legibus.

Aug. de Civit. nothing more rightfull and juft in mans fociety, than that every onefhould

Dei,lib.4.c.6 . poffeffe andenjoy that which is his owne inpeaceand quietneffe, without

difturbance or violence ; in which refpect alfo, rules of juftice are efta-

blifhed, called lawes, which nogood Kings will ever feekto ſtand against.

They are indeed Lords ofthe earth, as fome fay, and truly ; but fo, that

their Lordships ftretch no further than right, and paffe not the ruleof

equity and notwithstanding, the propriety of goods and poffeffions re-

mainethuntouched. ToKings (faith Seneca) pertaineth the foveraignty

Lib.7.6.45 . Over all things,but to private men the propriety.

debeneficiis.

:

Tiberius Cafar being folicitedbythe Governours ofthe Provinces, to

lay heavier tributes , and levy larger fubfidies from his people, made

(though a Painim) this notable anfwer, That a good fhepherd oughtto

fhear his fheep, not to flea them, Saint Lewis, that good King, amongſt all

his
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his other wife andvertuous exhortations whichhegave to his fon before his

death, this was none of the leaſt nor laft ; That he ſhould never crave any

taxe or fubfidie of his fubjects, but upon urgent neceffity, and very juft

cauſe ; and that if he didotherwiſe,he ſhould not be reputed for a King,but

foratyran.
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CHAP. XXXIX.

Ofthose that have usedtoo muchcrueltytowards their

fubjects inTaxes and Exactions.

T is clear then by theſe forefaid affumptions, that a

Kingmay not impofeupon his Subjects unmeaſurable

taxes and fubfidies, leaſt he make himfelfe guilty of

extortion, the root and fountain manytimes ofmany

great mifchiefes and inconveniences, and in verydeed

from whence oftner changes, feditions, and ruines of

Common-wealths have proceeded,than from anyother

caufebefide.

What hapnedtoRobeam Kingof Ifrael, for fhewinghimſelfe too rigo-

rous on this behalfe to his fubjects, but the defection of the greater partof

his Kingdom from him ; for beingcome tothe Crowne after the deathof

his father Solomon, when the people came and made a fupplicationtohim,

tobe eafed from his fathers burdens, he (defpifingthe counſell of his fage 1 Kingsız.

and antient Counſellours, and following the giddy advice of his young

companions) gave them amoſt ſharpe and fowre reply ; faying, That if

his fatherhad laid an heavy yoakupon them, he wouldencreaſe it ; and if

he had chaſtiſed them with rods, he would correct them with fcourges ;

whichwhenthey of Ifrael heard, they revolted from him (all fave thetwo

Tribes of Iuda and Benjamin) and ftoned to death his Colletours, and

choſethem another Kingto rule over them. Thus Roboam was deprived of

ten parts of his Kingdom thorow his owneunadviſed tyranny, and fled all

amazed unto Jerufalem, where helived all his dayes without recoveryof

the fame.

Achaus King of Lydia was hanged up againſt a hill , and his head

throwne into a River running by, becauſe of the great fubfidies whichhe

exacted of his people.

Dionyfius, the first of that name, a notorious and renowned Tyran, not Plutarcb.de

onely in regard of his exceeding cruelty, but alfo of his unjuft rackings Reg.

and exactions, was foviolent inthat practile of doing wrong, that albeit

hewell knew the griefes and vexations of the people, that ceafed not to

complain and lament their cafe continually, yet he diminiſhed nottheir

burdens, but multipliedthem more and more, and fucked andgnew out all

that ever he could, untill he left them naked, empty, and defpoiled : To

conclude, this grand theefe, that durft not truft his wife nor ownedaugh-

ters, after he hadbeen diſcomfited bythe Carthaginians, was flain by his

fervants.

Of theRoman Emperours that moft vexed the Commonaltywith tri-

Aa 3
butes

Frog.lib.21.
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butes andtaxes, theſe three were chief, Caligula, Nero, and Caracalla; of

whomthis latterdid moft pill and pull the people, andwould often ſay,

Dion.& pb. That the gold and filver of the Kingdom pertained in right tononebut

him. Being reproved of his mother at atime, forhis immoderate andex-

ceffive expences ; faying, That there was almoſt not fo much moretrea-

fure left as he had already fpent ; he madeher this anfwer, That ſhe ſhould

take no care for that ; for as long as his hand was able towield his fword

(which heheld naked before her) he would not want money. This is the

fwordwhichmany now adayes (after theexample of Caracalla) havetaken

up, tocut out (byforce and violence) awaytotheir ownewils, and to cut

the throat of equity and juftice, and to compellthe poor peopleto forgo

their goods, andfurrender them into their hands : Nowhow odious and

hatefull theſe three were madeunto the people by their ownewicked de-

meanours, their miferable ends do fufficiently teftify ; whichwee have al-

readybefore ment ioned, and mean afterward more at largeto ſpeakof.

Fulg.lib.9.1.4. The Emperour Constance, fon to Constantine, whofefather was Heraclius,

commingat a time out of Greece intoRome,abode there but fivedayes;but

in that short space committed fo much outrage in ranfacking the Temples

and other publike places, and carrying away fo many richornamentsand

pictures (whereof thofe placesthenabounded) that inmans remembrance

no forreignebarbarous enemy, having takenthe City by force of war, ever

wentawaywiththe like fpoil : befides, he did fo oppreffe the Alliesand

Tributaries of the Empire (and chiefly the Sicilians) with taxes and im-

pofts, that manyofthemwere conftrained to fell their childrenfor ino-

neytofatisfie hisextortion : and by this meanes hefcraped together an in-

finitemaffe ofrapines and evill gotten goods ; but enjoyed the fweetof

them notvery long ; for very foon after hewas murderedbyhis owne men

of war, inhis returne out of Sicily and all that ſpoil whichhe hadun-

justly furpriſed, was fuddenly taken and tranfported into Africa bythe

Sarafens, that then inhabited the CityPanorme.

:

Lewis the eleventh, King of France, after he had overcharged his fub-

jects with too grievous burdensof payments and taxes, fell into fuch a ti-

morous conceitand fear of death, as never any man did the like ; he at-

tempted all meanes of avoidingor delayingthe fame ; as firſt, during his

fickneffe, he gave his Phyfitian monethly ten thousand crownes, bythat

meanesto creep into his favour: wherein he, being in all other things a

veryniggard andpinch-penny, fhewed himselfonthe other fide more than

Prodigall : next he fent into Calabria for an Hermit, reported tobean

holyanddevoutman, towhom at his arrivall, he performed fo much duty

andreverence, as was wonderfull and unfeemly: for hethrew himselfe on

his knees, andbefought him to prolonghisdecaying life, as if hehadbeen

aGod, andnot aman: but all that hecoulddowas tonopurpoſe ; nonor

the reliques which Pope Sextus fent himtobufie himselfe withall, northe

holyvialloftheRheimeswhichwasbrought him, couldprorogue this life

of his, nor priviledgehim from dying a difcontent and unwillingdeath :

hefufpectedthemost part of his neareſt attendants, and wouldnot fuffer

themto approachuntohimin his fickneffe : after he had thus prolonged

the time inhope, and yet ftill languiſhed in extream diftreffe of his dif-

caſe, it was at lengthtold him in allſpeed, that he ſhould not fet his minde

any longer uponthoſe vain hopes, nor upon that holy man, for his time

was
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was come, and he muft needs die. And thus he that during his Raigne

fhewedhimselfe rough and cruell to his fubjects, by too many andheavy

impofitions, was himſelfe in his latter end thus roughly andhardly dealt

withall.

Christierne the eleventh, Kingof Denmarke, Norway, and Suecia, after

the death of King John his father, reigned, the year of our Lord 15 14.

andwas too intolerable in impofing burdens and taxes upon his fubjects ;

forwhichcauſethe Suecians revoltedfrom his government : whomthough

after manybattels and fieges he conquered , and placed amongſt them his

garifons to keepthem inawe, yet ceafed theynot to rebell againſt him, and

that bytheinftigation of a mean Gentleman, whovery quickly got footing

into theKingdom, and poffeffed himselfe of the Crowne andgovernment.

Now Christierne having loftthis Province, and being alfo in difdain and

hatred of his owne Countrey, and fearing leaſt this inwardheat of fpight

fhouldgrowto fome flame of danger to his life, feeing that the inhabi-

tants of Lubecke confpiringwith his uncle Fredericke, began totake armes

against him, he fled away, with his wife (fifter tothe EmperourCharles

the fifth) and his young children, to Zealand, a Province of theEmpe-

rours, afterhe had reigned nine yeares : after which the Eſtates of the

Realme (aidedbythem of Lubecke) affembling together, exalted his uncle

Fredericke, Prince of Holfatia (though old and antient) to the Crowne ;

andpubliſhingcertain writings, addreffed themto theEmperour andthe

Princes ofhis Empire, to render a reafon of their proceeding, andto

makeknowneuntothemupon how good confiderations theyhaddepofed

andbanished Christierne, for the tyranny which hee exerciſed among

them. Ten yeares after this he got together anewArmybyfea, inhope

torecoverhis loffes, but contrarytohis hopehewas taken prifoner, andin

captivity miferably ended his dayes.

301

Henry Kingof Sueciawas chafed from his Scepter for enterprising to xi.Gil.volx

burden his Commonswith new contributions : thofe thatwere devifers of

new Taxesand Tributes, for the moſt part ever lofttheir lives in their la-

bours : for proofwhereof, letthe example of Parchenus orPorchetes ferves

who for givingcounfell toKing Theodebert touchingthe raifingof new fub-

fidies,was ftoned todeathby themultitude, in theCity Trieves.

Likewifewas George Prefquon cruelly put to deathby the people, for

perfwadingand fetting forward Henry of Suecia, tothe vexation and ex-

action of his fubjects.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL.

Moreexamples ofthe fame fubject.

Istulphus the nineteenth King of Lumbardy, was not

onelyamoft cruell Tyran, but alſo a grievous op-

preffourof his fubjects with taxes and exactions ; for

heimpofedthis uponevery one of them, to payyear-

ly a Noble for their heads : againſt this man Pope

Stephen provoked King Pepin of France, who com-

mingwithan Army drove theTyran into Tycinum,

and conftrained him to yeeld to partiall conditions of

peace. Howbeit Pepinwas no foonergone, but he returnedto his old byas ;

whereforethe fecondtime he came and drovehimto as great extreamity ;

infomuch as another peace was concluded : after the accomplishment

whereof, perverfe Aistulphftill vexing his ſubjects, was plagued byGod

withan Apoplexy, and fo died.

Iuftinian the Emperour, as hewas profufe and exceffivein fpending, fo

was he immoderate and infatiable in gathering together riches, forhe exer-

cifed hiswit in devifing new tributes and payments, and rejoycedhis heart

innothing more; for which caufes there arofe a grievous fedition at Con-

ftantinople against him ; wherein not onely the excellent and famous mo-

numents oftheEmpirewere burned, but alſo forty thouſand men flain ;

and thiswas nofmall puniſhment for his oppreffion.

At Paris there is tobe feene in the corne market, a certaine monument

hardat the mouthof thecommon finke, whichconveyeth away allthe filth

out oftheCity: theoccafion whereof is reported to be this : A certaine

courtier feeing thekingfadandmelancholly for want of treaſure, counfel-

led him to exact ofevery countriman that brought ware into the citybut

one penny, and that but for two yeares together : whichwhentheKing

put in practife, and found the exceedingcommodity thereof, henotonely

continued that tax, but alfo invented divers others, tothe great dammage

ofthe common-wealth, and enrichingof hisowne treafurie. Wherefore

he that put it first into his head, when hee faw that he had not fo much au-

thority in diffuading, as hehad in perfuading it, to take puniſhment of

himfelfe for that inconfiderate deed ; andtowarne others from attempting

the like,he commandedbyhis teftament, that his body fhould be buried in

that common finke,to bean example ofexact ion and the filthineffe thereof.

Barnabe,Vicount ofMilan, bythe report of Paulus Iovius,was anuncon-

umillustrium, fcionable oppreffor of his fubjects andtenants : for he did not onely extort

ofthem continuall impofts and payments, but enjoyned themtokeepe eve-

ryone a dogge : which ifthey cameto any mishap, orwereeither too far

or too leane, the keeper was fure tobe beaten, or at leaſt fome fine tobe

fet on his head. This Tyranwas taken by Iohn Galeacius, and after ſeven

moneths impriſonment poyfonedto death.

Lanquet.
Archigallo, brother to Gorbonianus in nature, thoughunlike in conditi-

ons (forhewas a good Prince, whereas this was atyran) was crownedKing

of Britaine intheyeare oftheworld 3671 : we maywell placehim inthe

ranke
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ranke of oppreffours ; for he depofed the Noblemen , and exalted the

ignoble; he extorted from men their goods, to enrich his treaſure ; for

whichcauſethe Eſtates of the Realmedeprivedhimof his royall Dignity,

and placed his youngerbrother Elydurm in his room, after hehad raigned

five yeares.

3.03

HardiknitusKing of Denmarke, after the death of Haroldwas ordained The fame.

King of England, in the year of our Lord 1041. This King as hewas

fomewhat cruell (for he caufed the body of Harold to be taken up out of

theSepulchre,and fmiting offhis head,tobe caft out into theRiverThames,

becaule hehad injured his mother Emmawhenhewas alive ; ) fohe was

burdenfomto his Subjects in tributes andexaction : for which caufegrow-

ing intohatredwithGodand his Subjects, he was ftrucken with fudden

death, not without fufpition of poyfonings after he had raignedthree

yeares

William Rufus, fecond fon of William the Conquerour, fucceeded his fa-

ther, as inthe Kingdom of England, fo in difpofition of nature ; for they The fame.

wereboth cruell, inconftant, and covetous, aud burdened their people

withunreaſonable taxes ; infomuch, that what bythe murraine of menby

peftilence, and oppreffions of them byexactions, the tillage of the earth

wasputoff for one year,beingtheyear 1099. whereby enfuedgreat fear-

citytheyear following throughout all the Land : but fortheoppreffion

William was juſtly punishedby fuddendeath, whenbeing at his difport of

huntinghewas woundedwith an arrow glauncing from the bow of Tyrill

French Knight, and fo his tyranny and life ended together.
2

Andhere isfurther tobe noted, that the placewhere this Kingwas flain,

wascalledNew Foreft ; in which fame place Richard, the Coufin ger-

maneofKingWilliam, fonto Duke Robert his brother, was likewife flain.

This New Foreftwas made byWilliam the Conquerour their father, who

plucked downeand depopulateddiversTownes and Churches the compaffe

of30.miles about,tomake this a Foreft forwilde Beaſts:amoſtbeaftly fin,

yeaa bloudycrying fin, tootoo much practifed inthefe dayes, and that by

great perfons, that makenoconfcienceto turneTownes in paftures, and

meninto fheep : but let all them behold the juft vengeanceof God upon

this Kings pofterity : for when inen either cannot or will not revenge,

then Godrevengeth either inthem or their pofterity.

Henry 2.

Intheyear 1548. theCommons of Guyenne, Santonge, and Augoule- Annales of

moisfell into agreat Rebellion, by reafon ofthe extortions ofthe Cufto- France;

mers and Farmours of Salt : the Rebels in a fewweekes grew tothe num-

berof fourtythouſand men, armed with clubs and ſtaves ; who joyning

withtheIflanders, by agenerall confent ran uponthe Officers of the Cu-

ftome, andwith extreme fury put to fword all that they could take, not-

withstanding theKing of Navarre fought by all meanes to appeasethem.

About the fametimethe Commons of Gafcoigne rofe indivers places,

uponthefame cauſes, and notwithſtandingall that the Lord of Monneins,

the Kings Lieutenant, and all other Officers could do, they made agreat

fpoil of many honourable Houſes, and maffacre of much people : info-

much, that the Lordof Moneins himfelfe was flain bythem, whileft he

was makingan Oration to themto pacifie their rage : but at length thefe

Rebels were fuppreffed by Francis of Lorraine, Earle of Aumale, and

Anne ofMommorancye, high Conſtable ofFrance, andthe chief Ring-

leaders
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leaders and Captaines of them executed according to their deferts. La

Verginewas drawnein pieces byfourhories : L'Estennat, andthetwobro-

thers of Saulx, had their heads cut off: Tallemoigne andGalefere, thetwỚ

Colonels ofthe Commons, were broken upon the Wheele, being first

crowned with a crowne of burning iron, as a punishment of the Sove

raigntywhichtheyhadufurped. Thus the Lordpunifhedboththeoneand

the other, and the onebythe others theexactors for their oppreffion, and

thetumultuous Commons fortheirRebellion.

Neitherdoth the Lordthus punith oppreffours themſelves,butalso they

that either countenance, or having authority, do not punifh thefame; as

it appeareth bythis example following. In the year of our Lord 475-

there lived one Corrannu a King ofScots ; who though he governed the

peoplein peace and quietnelle along space, and was indeed a good Prince,

yet because his Chancellour Tomfet ufed extortion and exaction amongit

his Subjects, and hebeing advertifed thereof, didnot punish him, hewas

flain traiteroully by hisowne Subjects.

It is not unworthyto be noted, how Edward the Third,KingofEng

land, profpered a long while in thewarres again France, and got many

worthy andwonderfullvictories : but when PrinceEdward, fon untothe

aforefaid Edward, after conditions of peace concluded, beganto fet taxes

and impofitionsuponthe CountryofAquitain,thendidKingEdwards part

beginto incline, and the fucceffe of war, which the space of fourtyyeares

neverforfookhim, now frowneduponhim, fothat he quickly lost allthofe

landswhichbycompofitionof peacewere granteduntohim .

CHAP. XLI.

Tab!

Offuchas byforceofarmes have either taken away, or wouldhave

taken away, thegoods andlands ofother men.

Ow if they that oppreffe their Subjects, and devour

them inthismanner be found guilty, then muſt they

needs bemuchmore, that are carried with the wings

of theirownehungryambitious defire to invade their

lands and Seigniories, attendedonwith an infinitere.

tinueof pillages, fackings, ruines of Cities and peo-

ple ; whichare alwayes neceffarycompanions of furi-

ous unmercifull war. There are no flouds fo broad, nor mountaines fo

fteep, nor rokces forough and dangerous, nor fea fo longand furious, that

can reſtrain the raſh and headftrong defire of fuch greedy mindedSacres :

fothat if their body mightbe proportioned to the fquare and greatneffe of

theirmindes, with the onehand theywould reachtheEast, andwiththe

otherhandtheWeft (as it is faid of Alexander :) howbeit hereofthey

boaft andglory no leffe thanthey that took delight to be firnamed City-

fpoilers : others burners of Cities ; fome conquerours, and many Eagles

and Faulcons, feeking as it werefameby infamy ; andbyvice, eternity.

But to theſe men itoften commethto paffe ,that even thenwhen theythinke .

toadvance their Dominion, andto ftretchtheirbounds and frontiers fur-

·

theft
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theft, they aredriven torecoil, for fear of being difpoffeffedthemfelves of

theirownelands andinheritances ; and even as they dealt with others ri

gorouslyand byfrength of weapons, fo fhall theybethemselves rehandled

and dealt withallafter the fame menfure ; according to the Wordofthe

Prophet denounced against fuchas they : Curfed ba than that ſpolleft and

dealeft unfaithfully, when thou haft made an end ofſpailing others, thanthy

felfeshaltbespoiled andwhen bombaft donedealing waiterously, thensreafon

Mallbegintobepractifedagainst thee . And this curfe most commonlynever

failethtofeifeuponthefe great Theeves and Robbers, or as leaft upontheir

children andfucceffours,s asbyparticular exampleswefhall fee, after we

have firft fpoken of Adonias, who not content with his owne eftateof Kings 13,

being a Kings fon, which God had allotted him, went about to get the

Crowneand Kingdomefrom his brother Salaman, towhombysight it ap Treafon

pertained (for God had manifefted the fame bythe mouth of his father lib.2.cap.z.

David)but bothheand his affiftants,, for their overhold and rash enter

prife,werejustlybySalomonpunishedwithdeath.

I

دما

2 GraffusKingofLydiawas the first that made war againſt Ephefus, and Herod.

that fubdued the Greekes of Afias towit,thePhrygians, Myfians, Cha-

lybeans, Paphlagonians, Thracians, Bythinians, Ionians, Dorians, Aoli-

ans,and Pamphilians, andmadethem all tributaries untohim bymeanes

whereof he beinggrowne exceeding rich and puiffant, by the detriment

andundoingof fo many people wanted and gloried in his greatneffe and

power, andeven then thought himselfethe happiest man intheworld when

moftmiferyand adverfity griefand diftreffe of his eftateandwhole houſe,

approachedneareft : for first and formoft one of his fonnes thatwas dear

uorohim,wasbyoverfight flain at the chafe of a wilde Bore: next him-

felfe havingcommencedwar with Cyr , wasovercomeinbattell, andbe-

fieged in Sardis thechiefCity of his Kingdom, and at last takenand car-

riedcaptivetoCyrm , defpoiled of all his late glory and dominion, And

thus Craffus (as faith Plutarch, after Herodem ) borethe punishmentof the

offence of his great Grandfather Giges who being but one of KingCan-

daulesattendants, flew his mafter, and ufurped the Crowne at the pro-

vokement oftheQueen bis miftreffe, whom he alfo took tobe his wife :

Andthus this Kingdom decayed bythe fame meanes bywhichitfitten- dzal mura

creaſed.onLunarath train of 100

8

T༢༣

Polycrates the Tyran was one that by violence and tyrannous meanes Herod.

grewfrom abafe condition to an high eftate for being but ope ofthe

vulgar fort in theCitySamos, hewith the affiftance of fifteenarmed men

feifeduponthewholeCity, and made himselfe Lordof it which dividing

intothree parts, hebefowedtwo of themuponhistwobrethren, but not

for perpetuity; for erelongthe thirdpart of his ufurpationcoftthe elder

of them the best part of his life, and the youngerhis liberty, forhe chafed

himaway, that hemightbe fole poffeffour of the wholeIland. Afterthis,

he invadedmanyother Iflands,befidesmany Cities in the fame Land: he

raifedthe Lacedemonians fromthe fiege of Samos,whichtheyhad begirt :

and whenhe faw that allthings fell out fo welltohisowne with, that no-

thingcouldbemore, fearing fogreat profperity could not but carry inthe

sail fometerrible fting of adversity and mifchance, attempted byvolun-

tary loffe of fomething of value to prevent the mischief which he

fearedtoenfue: and this by the advice of his dear friend and allie (the

".

.

King
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306 Kingof Egypt) thereforehe threw a ring whichhehad of great price in-

tothe fea,totheendto delude Fortune (as he thought) thereby but the

ringwas after foundina fishes belly, and offered as a prefentuntohim ?

and thiswasan evident prefage of fome inevitable misfortunethat waited

for him: neither did it prove vain and frivolous ; for hewas hangedupon a

gibbet of Sardis, by the commandment of Orates the Governour of the

"City;whounderpretence of friendship, and colourof rendringhis trea-

fure into his hands, andbeltowingupon him a great part thereof, promi-

fing alfotopaffethe restof hisdayes under his wing, for fear of the rage

of Cambyfes, drewhim tocomeprivately to speakwithhim, andſoeaſily

wrought his willupon him on ouv

Dionif.Halic.

พ..

4

Ariftodemusgot intohis hands the government of Cuma, after he had

lib.7. madeawaytheprincipall of the City: andtokeep it the better being ob

teined,he firstwonnethe vulgars hearts by prefents, thenbanished out of

the Citytheirchildrenwhom he hadput to death , and entertained the reft

of the youthwith fuchvariety of pleafures anddelights, thatby thofede

Avices he kept himfelfe in histyrannous eftate manyyeares : but as foon as

the childrenof thofe flain Citizens weregrowneto ripe yeares of ſtrength

and difcretion, beingdefirousto revenge their fathersdeaths, theyfet upon

him inthenight, fo at unawares, that they put him and all his familyto

the flaughter .Vrakuq kas dau gaib ,to ormon

Plutarch.

od ad te

Timephanes ufurped a principality, power, andrule inCorinth a free

City,andbecame foodious thereby to thewhole people, yea and to his

ownebrother Tymolcon alfo, that laying afide all refpect of nature, he flew

him withhis owne hands, preferring the liberty of his Countreybefore

Lib.3.cap.12 . anyunity or bond of bloud. When the Cities of Greece (laithOrofin )

wouldneeds through too greedy adefire and ambition of reigne, get every

one themaftery and foveraigntyof the feft, theyall together made thip-

wracke of their owne liberties by encroaching upon others : as forin-

ftance, the Lacedemonians, how hurtfull and incommodious the defire of

bringingtheir neighbour adjoyning Cities under theirdommionwasunto

them,the fundry difcomfitures and diftreffes withinthe time of thatwar,

undertaken upon that onely caufe, befellthem, bearfufficient record.

Orof.1.3.c.2.

Titus Livius. -

M

Servius Tullus, theſon to a bondman, addicted himselfe fo muchtothe

exploits ofwar, thatby prowefle he got fo great credit andreputation

amongthe Romans, that hewas thought fit to be fon in law of KingTar-

quinius , by marryingone of his daughters 3 after whofedeathhe ulurped

the Crowne, under colour of the Protectorfhip of theKings twoyoung

fonnes ; whowhen they cameto age and bignefle, married the daughters

of theirbrother in law Tullus ; bywhoſe exhortation and continuall pro-

vokementtheelder of them,which was called Tarquinis, confpired against

his father inlaw, andpractifedtomakehimſelfe King, and to recover his

rightfull inheritance, and that by this meanes he watched his opportu

nitywhen the greatest part of the people were out of the Cityaboutga

thering theirfruit in the fields, and then placinghis companions in readi-

neffe, toferve his turne ifneed ſhould be, he marchedto the palaceinthe

royall robes,gardedwith a company ofhis confederates;and having called

a Senate, as he began tocomplain him of the treachery and impudency of

Tullus , behold, Tallus himſelfe came in andwould have run violently upon

him ;
but Tarquinius catchinghim aboutthe middle, threw him headlong

dowre
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downe the ſtaires , and preſently fent certaine of his guard tomakean end 367

of the murder whichhe had begun. But herein the cruelty of Tulliawas

moſt monstrous ; that not onely first moved her husband to this bloudy

practice, butalsomade her coachto bedriven over the body of her father,

which laybleedingin themidſtofthe ſtreet, ſcarce dead . Parricide,

Manlius, after hee had maintained the fortreffe of Rome against the .cap.11 .

Gaules, gloryingin that action , and envying the good hapand profperity.

of Camillus, went abouttomakehimfelfe King, under pretence of reftoring

the peopleto their antiententire libertie : but his practife being difcove-

red, heewas accufed, found guilty, and bythe confent of the multitude

adjudgedtobethrowne headlongdowne fromthe top of the fame fortreffe,

to the end thatthefame place which gavehim great glorie ,might beawit-

neffeand a memoriall ofhis fhame and laſt confufion : for all hisvaliant

deeds before done were not offo much force withthe people, to excufe

his fault or favehis life, as this one crimewas of weight tobringhim to

his death.

Orof.

In formertimesthere lived in Carthage one Hanno, whobecauſe hehad lib.4.cap.6.

more riches thanall the Common-wealth befide; began to afpireto the do-

mination ofthe Citie :whichthe better to accompliſh , hee deviſed to

makeſhew of marrying hisonely daughter,tothe end that at the marriage

feaft hee might poifon the chiefeft men of credit and power ofthe City

whom heknew could orwouldnot anywayes withſtand or countermand

his purpoſe :butwhen this devife tooke no effect, by reafon of the difcove-

ry
thereofbycertaine of his fervants, heefought another meanes to effect

his will: Heegot together a huge number ofbondflaves and fervants,which

fhould at afudden puthim in poffeffion of the city but being prevented

herein alfobythe Citizens,he feifed upon a caftle with a thouſand men

ofbaſe regard, even fervants for the moſt part ; whither thinking to draw

the Africans andKingofthe Moores to his fuccour, hewas taken and first

whipped,next had his eyes thruft out,andthen his armes and legs brokenin

pieces,and fowasexecuted todeath before all the people : his carkaffe be-

ing thus mangledwithblowes, washanged upon a gallowes,and all his kin-

dred and children put to death, that there might not one remaine ofhis

Atraine,either to enterprife the likedeed, or to revengehis death.

V

That great and fearefull warrior Inline Cafar,one of the moſthardie and

valiant pieces of fleſh that everwas, afterheehad performed ſo many nota-

bleexploits, overcome all his enemies, and brought all high and haughtie

purpoſesto theirdefired effect , being prickt forwardwith the fpurre of

ambitionand ahighminde,throughthemeanesand affiftance of the migh-

ty forces ofthe common-wealth, which ( contraryto the conftitution of

the Senat ) were left in his hands, hee fet footing into the State, and ma-

king himfelfe mafter and Lord of the whole Romane Empire, ufurped a Plutarch:

foveraigntie over them :but as he attained to his dignitie byforce andvio- Extrop

lence, fohe enjoyed it not long, neither gained any great benefit by it, ex-

ceptthe loffe of his lifemay be counteda benefit, which ſhortly after in

theopenSenatwasbereft him : for the confpirers thereof, as foone as hee

was fet downein his feat, compaffing him about, fo vehemently overchar-

gedhimon all fides, that notwithſtanding all the refiftance hee could make

forhisdefence, toffing amongst them, and thiftinghimselfeupanddowne,

hewas overthrowneon theearth, andabode for dead, through the number
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Sabell.

The Monarchie of Affyriawas at one inftant extinguished in Sardanapa-

lus ; and of Babylon in Balthafar, Arbaces beingthe worker of the first,

and Darius King of Perfia, ofthe later; both of them receiving thewa-

ges, not of their wickedneffe, but alſo of their predeceffors, and great

grandfathers cruelty and oppreffions, bywhom many peopleand nations

had beendeſtroyed.

Moreover, as the Babylonian Empire was overthrowne by Darius of

Perfia, fo was his Perfian Kingdome ( in Darius the laſt Kingofthat

countrey histime, this mans fucceffor) overturnedbyAlexander. Again,

the great dominion of Alexander ( who furvived not long after ) was not

continuedtoany of hisby inheritance, but divided like a preyamongſt

his greatest captaines, andfrom them the moſt part of it in fhorttimede-

fcended tothe Romanes ; whofpreading their wings, and ſtretchingtheir

greedie talons farre and neere, for awhileravenedand preyed over all the

world, and enriched and bedecked themſelves with the fpoyles ofmany

nations ; andtherefore it was neceffary that they alſo ſhould be madea

prey, andthat the farre fetcht Goths and Vandales fhould comeuponthem,

asupon the bodie of a great Whale that fuffers fhipwreckupon the fea

fhore: fincewhichtimetheRomaneEmpire went todecay, and grew eve-

ry dayweakerthan other ; yea,and many Princes fettingthemſelves againſt

and above it, have robbed it of the realmes and provinces which it robbed

others of before. Andthus weemay fee how all things run as itwerein

acircle, and how great the uncertainetie of this world is, feeing thatthe

mightiest are fubject to fomany and great changes : for if there be any

thingunder the Sun that may carryany fhew of ftability or continuance,

furely it is a Monarchie or Common-wealth, grounded upon the unitie

and confent ofall people, maintainedby the authoritie of thegreateſt and

moft mightie, and underpropped with the fhores of muchſtrength and

wealth, as theRomane Empirewas ; and yet for all that, therewas never

any, thoughnever fo well reared and furniſhed, and deepe rooted, which at

the length hathnotbindemoliſhed, ranfacked, and pulled up by fomeno-

table and ftrange calamitie. And this is that which the fpirit of God.

wouldgive us toknowe, by thevifion of that great image, reprefented to

Nabuchadnezzar inadreame, according to Daniels interpretation thereof;

towit,that the fouregreatandpuiffant Monarchiesof theworld fhould at

laft be ruinedand difperfed, like the chaffe before thewinde, till they were

confumed andbrought to nothing, albeit they were glorious and excellent

as gold and filver, orftrongandmightieasbraffe and iron.

Howmuch more foolish and evill adviſed are they then, that fora cer-

taine apparant fplendour andfhew ofworldly honour (which is as fraile

as any rofe,as variable as thewinde,as light andvaine as a fhadow or ſmoke,

as unaffured as a rotten planke ) have the eyes of their minde fo dazeled,

andtheirwits fobewitched, and all their affections fo tranſported, as to

mingle heaven and earth together, to dafh the Eaſt againſt theWeft, to

ftirre updifcord and diffention betwixt manand man, and to fhed fo

thoufand mensbloud, and all for a paltriedefire of reigne, though totheir

ownefinall ruine anddeſtruction .

many

Andthus it cameto paffe inthetime of the emperor Otho to a Dukeof

Venice, called Peter Caudian, who ( not gontent with his Dukedome)

went
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bypride and threats,defiring rather to make himſelfeterribleto the people

by thoſebad meanes, than amiable and belovedby any meanes whatfoever;

andthus daily hee grewas in age fo in infolencie : he placed a garrifon of

menabout his palace, and fo fortifying himfelfe, prefently he fhewed him-

felfe in his colours, namely a cruell Tyran : whichwhen the multitude

perceived, and remembred withall their libertie, which they were liketo

lofe, they tooke up armes forthwith,in purpofe tobeat downe his haugh-

tieminde:therefore they first fet on fire his houfe,and caufedhim to forfake

his fortreffe, and to betake himſelfeto his fhifts : but whenbyreaſonof

the ſtoppingof the paffages he could not eſcape, they tooke himandhis

young fonne alfo which was with him, and put them to a moft cruell and

fudden death, and caft their carkaffes to be devoured of dogs.

OftheVeneti

an hiftorie .

In the Empireof Maximilian, Lewis Sforce, a Prince of an inconftant Bembus,lib.i.

and turbulent fpirit, ambitious, and one that made no account of his

promifes nor faith, tooke upon him the governement of Milan, after the

death of hisbrother Galeaz, Duke of Milan, who was traiterouſly flaine :

in whichaction the firft wrongwhich hee did was to his brotherswidow,

whom hee depoſed ; the fecond to his young nephew, his brother Galeaz

fon,whom hefobrought up as ifhe never meant he ſhould come tohonour

or goodneffe ; for he fuffered him not tobe trained up either in learning

or armes, but let him runneinto all poffible occafions that might corrupt

and ſpoyle his tender age. Thus hee enjoyed the principalitie thirteene

yeares, allthewhileunder his nephewes reigne ; towhomwhen Alphonfus

King of Naples had given inmariage one of his daughters, and perceived

what fmall reckoning his uncle made of reſtoring him his Dukedome ;

after he hadoften and inftantly intreatedhimwithout prevailing, at length

he fell to threaten him with warre :he fearing to have theworſe, andto

lofe fogreat adignitie, wroughtfoby his owne fhifts anddevices, together

with the helping hand of Pope Alexander, that hee put in the head of

Charles the eighth of France to go and conquer Naples, for thehatred

which his heart poffeffed against Alphonfus ; fuppofingby his meanes the

better to accompliſh his affaires to his ownedefire. The Kingof France Guicciard.li.i

was no fooner entred Italie, but Lewis Sforce miniftred an Italian poffet to

hisyoung nephew John Galeaz, that hee immediatly died upon it, andthen

he proclamed himselfe Prince of the Duchie, bythe aid of theprincipall

of the Councell, whomhe hadwoon to referre that honouruntohim, by

depofingtheyoung fonneof Iohn Galeaz, beeing thenbut five yeares old:

but he declared prelently his inconftant and perfidious nature, inbreaking

promiſewith the King of France, whomehe had induced with fo many

fairefpeechestoundertake that voyage, and enteringa new league withthe

Venetians bothagainsthim andthe Pope, although ere long he ferved them

withthefamemeaſure: but Lewisthe twelfth, fucceeding in the Crowne of

France, could not brooke this injurie done to his predeceffor, but preten-

ding atitle tothe Duchie of Milan, he diſpatched an armie thitherward,

that beftirred it felfe fowell, that in ſhort ſpace they brought under their

fubjection all the Cities and Townes neere adjoyning:which thecitizens

perceiving, began to rebell againſt their Duke, and killed his Treaſurer :

whereupon he( being not able to make his part good with the French a-

broad, nor daring to put anyconfidence in his owne athome ) left his caftle
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Luke 22.

Bal.

Sabel.

Bal.

to the charge and cuftodie ofa captaine, and fled himſelfewith his children

to Almaine, towards the Emperour Maximilians court, hoping to finde

fuccour at his hand, as indeedhe did : for he returned to Milan with five

hundred Burgundians, and eight thouſand Switzers, and was received a-

gaine intothe Citie. Being thus refortified with theſe and other more

troupes that came unto him, he encamped before Navarre,andby compo-

fitiongot the City into his hands from the Frenchmen. TheFrench King

in the meanewhile fent anew fupplie of men into the Duchie, among

whom weremany Switzers, who fo dealt with their countrimen thatwere

on the Dukes fide, that they brought them alſo to favour the Kingof

France, and toforfake theDuke :which whenheunderstood, hee prefently

departed the citie, and poftingto thecampe, hardened his fouldiers, defi-

ringthem to playthemen,andnot tofhrinke, forhe meant to give battell

without delay: butthe captainsmadeanfwer,that they might not fight a-

gainst their owne nation, without efpeciall leave fromtheir Lords. Now

in the meane while, whileft theſe things were in doing, they tooke order,

that theFrenchmen fhouldapproachtoNavarre, and intercept allthe paf-

fages, that theDuke might not efcape: He therefore laid afide his horſe,

andmarchedonfoot inthefquadronof Switzers,now joynedtotheFrench,

in attire and armour like a Switzer, thinkingbythis tricketo fave his life:

but all his counterfeiting could not fave him from being taken, and from

lyingtenyeares prifoner in the Tower of Loches, where he alfodied : and

fo all his high and ambitious thoughts (which ſcarcely Italie could con-

taine ) were pend up in a ftrait andnarrow roome.

Withthe liketurbulent and furious fpirit of ambition have many Ro-

man Biſhops beeninfpired, whowhatbytheir juglingtrickes, coufenages,

andfubtill deviſes, and what by force, have profperedfo well, that of fim-

ple Biſhops ( whichthey were wont to be ) they are growne temporall

Lords, and as it were Monarchs ; having in their poffeffions lands, cities,

caftles, fortreffes, havens, garrifons, and guards, after the manner of

Kings ; naythey have exalted themſelves above Kings ( fo intollerable is

their impudence ) and madethem fubject to theirwils ; and yet they call

themſelvesthe Apoſtles pedigree, whom Chrift forbad all fuch dominati-

on. Butwhat ofthat? It pertaineth not tothemto fucceed in vertue, but

inauthoritiethe Apoſtles : for if that charge had concerned them, then

Pope Luciusthe fecondwouldnever have beene fo fhameleſſe, as to requeſt

in right of his Popeſhip the foveraigntie over Rome as heedid : neither

when it was denyedhim, tohavegone about to ufurpe it by force, and to

bring his minde about to have layed fiege tothe Senat houſewitharmed

men, totheendthat either by banishingor murderingthe Senatours then

affembled together, hemight inveft himfelfewiththe Kinglydignitie: but

what got hebyit? Marrythis, the people being in an uprore inthe Citie,

upon the fight of this holy fathers proud attempt, tooke themſelves to

armes, and ranwith fuch violenceupon mafter Pope, that they forthwith

ftoned his Holineffeto death ; but not like Stephen the Martyr forthe pro-

feffion of Chriſt Iefus, but like avile and feditious theefe for feekingthe

Common-wealths overthrow.

Pope Adrian the fourteenth, amonkes fonne, fucceeding Lucius both

inthe Papacie, and alfo in ambition, tooke inhand his omitted enterprifest

for he excommunicated the Romanes, untill they had baniſhed Arnolda

Biſh-
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Biſhop, that gavethemcounfell to retaine the power of electing their ma-

giftrate, andgoverning their citie in theirhands ( a thing repugnant tohis

intent) and after hee haddegradedthe Confuls, to make his part the ftron-

ger, hecaufedthe Emperour Fredericke to comewithan armieto the citie;

whom notwithſtanding heehandled but bafely for his paines : forheedid

not onelycheckehim openlyfor ftandingon his feet, andholdingthe ftir-

ropofhis horſewith his left hand, but alſo denied him the crowne of the

Empire, except hee would reftore tohim Poville, which (he faid ) pertai-

ned unto him howbeithe got the Crowne notwithstanding, andbeforehis

returne from Rome into Germanie, more than a thouſand citizens that

would notyeeld nor fubfcribe untothe Popes will, were flaine. After Fre

derickes departure, thePope feeing himselfedeftitute ofhis further aid,firſt

excommunicated the King of Sicilie, that in right of inheritance poffeffed

the forefaid Poville: but whenthis ferved him to fmall purpoſe, he practi-

fed with Emanuel the Emperour of Greece tofet uponhim ;whichthing

turned tohis finall confufion. Afterthis (throughhis intollerable pride)

hee fell outwith Fredericke the Emperour, and to revenge himselfe upon

him, difcharged his fubjects from their fealtie to him, andhim from his

authoritie over them. Now markehis end : As he walked one day to-

wards Aviane, a flie got in at his mouthand downe his throat fo farre, that

it ftoppedtheconduit of his breath, fo that for all that his phyfitions could

do,heewaschoked therewith. Andthus hethat fought by allthe meanes he

couldtomake himselfe greaterthanhe oughttobe, and toget the mafterie

ofevery thing at his ownewill and pleafure, and totake away other mens

rightsbyforce, was cut fhort and rebatedby aſmall andbaſe creature, and

Conftrainedto leave this life, which hewasmoſt unworthy of.

Hithermaybereferred that whichbefell the Emperour Albert, Duke of

Auftria, andone of his lievtenants in Switzerland, for goingabout tou-

furpe andappropriat certaine lands and dominions tohim, whichbelonged

not unto him. This Emperour had many children whom he defiredto

leaverichand mighty, andthereforebyall meanes poffible he endeavoured

to augment his living, even by getting fromother menwhatfoeverhecould;

and amongst all the reft, thiswas one efpeciall practife, whereinhe laboured

tooth and nayle to alienate fromthe Empirethe landof theSwitzers, and

to leave it for an everlaſting inheritance to his heires whichalthough the

Switzers would in no cafe condifcend nor agree unto, but contrariwife fued

earneftly unto his Majefty forthe maintenance of their antient liberties

and priviledges whichwereconfirmed unto them bytheformerEmperors,

and that they might not be distracted fromthe Empire; yet notwithſtan-

dingwereconftrained toundergo for a feafon the yoke ofmoft grievous ty-

ranny and fervitude impofedbyforce uponthem : andthus thepoore com-

munaltic indured many mischiefes, and many grievousandcruell extorti-

onsand indignities at the hands of the Emperours officers, whileft they

lived inthis wretched and miſerable eſtate.

Amongſt the reſt therewas one called Griflier that began to erect a ſtrong

fort of defence upon a little hill neere unto Altorfe, tokeepe thecountrey

ingreater aweandfubjection ;and defiringto defcrie his friends from his

foes, he invented this devife: He put a hat upon the end of a long pole,

and placed it inthe field before Altorfe, where were great multitudes of

people, with this commandement, That everie one thatcameby ſhoulddo

B 3 obci.
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obeifance, andvaile bonnet to thehat, and in every refpect fhewthemſelves

as dutifull unto it, as to his owne perfon, imagining that his greateſt ene-

mies couldnot endure nor finde intheir hearts to do it, and therefore upon

this occafion he might apprehend them, and diſcover all their clofe practi-

fes, and confpiracies, which theymight brew against him : nowthere was

one, a ftout hearted man, that paffing everie dayup and downe thatwayes,

could innowifebe brought to reverence the dignitie of the worthy hat,

( ſo unreaſonable a thing it feemedin his eyes ) whereupon being taken,

the tyran commanded him (for punishment of his open contempt )

to fhoot at an apple laid uponthecrowneof the head of his deareſt childe,

and ifhemift theapple, tobeput todeath : the pooremanafter many ex-

cufes, and allegations, and entreaties that he might not hazard his childes

life in that fort, was notwithstandingenforcedto fhoot, andſhooting, God

fo directed his shaft, that the applewas hit, and the childe untoucht ; and

yet for all this, headjudged himto perpetuall prifon out ofwhichhe mi-

raculously efcaping, watchedthe tyrans approachin fo fit a place, that with

the fhaft that ſhould have beene the death of his fonne, he ftrooke him to

the heart ; whofe unluckie end, was a luckiebeginning of the Switzers de-

liverance fromthe bondage oftyrans, and ofthe recoveryoftheir antient

Nic.Gil.vol.1. freedome, whichever after theywifely and conftantlymaintained.

Ex Bibliotheca

The Emperour Albert, purpofing to be revengeduponthem for his in-

jury, as alfo for flaying many more of his men, and breaking downe his

caftles ofdefencewhich he had caufed to bebuilded in theircountrey, de-

terminedto makwarupon them;but hewas flaineerehe couldbring it hat

determination to effectby one of his owne nephews, from whom ( being

his overfeer and gardant for bringing up) he withheld his patrimonie a-

gainst all equitys neither by prayers orentreatie couldbe perfwaded to re-

ftoreit . Theſe things ( accordingtoNic. Gils report in his firstvolume of

the Chronicles of France) happened about the reigne of Saint Lewis.

Hither may be referred the hiftory of Richard the firft, King of En-

Carienfi, gland, called RichardCoeur de Lyon thoughnot fo much afruite of ambi-

tion in him, as of filthie covetoufneffe. This King, when as Widomarus

Lord ofLinionice in little Britainehaving found a great fubftance oftrea-

fure in the ground, fent him a great part thereof, as chiefe Lordand Prince

of the countrey, refuſed it ; faying, That hewould eitherhave all or none ;

but the finder would not condifcend to that : whereupon theKinglayed

fiege to a caftle of his called Galuz, thinking the treafureto lye there : but

as hewith the Dukeof Brabant wentabout viewing the Caftle, a fouldier

within ftroke himwithan arrow in the arme, the yronwhereof feftering in

thewound,caufed that the Kingwithin nine daies afterdied:And ſo becauſe

hewas not content withthehalfeof the treaſure that another man found,

loft all his ownetreaſure that he had, togetherwith his lifethe chiefeft trea-

fure of all.

4. GUEST
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CHAP. XLII.

Of Vfurers, andtheir theft.

Fopen larcenies and violent robberies and extortions

are forbidden by the law of God, as we have feene

they are,then it is nodoubt but that all deceit and un-

juft dealings and bargains ufed to the dammage ofo-

thers are alfocondemned bythefame law;and namely

Ufurie, whena man exacteth fuch unmeaſurable

gaine foreither his mony or other thingwhich hee

lendeth, that the pooreborrower is fogreatly indam-

maged, that in ftead ofbenefittingand providing for his affaires, which he

aimed at, he hitteth his further loffe and finall overthrow. This finne is ex-

preffely prohibited in Leviticus,25, Deuteronomy 23 , and Pfalme, 15 ;

wherethe committants thereof are held guilty before Gods judgement Levit. 25. 36

Seat , of iniquitie and injuftice : and againft them it is that theprophet Deut. 23. 19.

Ezechieldenounceth this threatening : That bewhichoppreßethor vexeththe Pfal. 15.5.

poore andafflicted, he which robbeth orgiveth to ufurie, and receiveth the en-

creafe into their bags, ſhall die the death, and his bloudfball bee

pate.

upon his

Neither truely doth the juftice of God fleepe inthis refpect, but taketh

vengeance upon all fuch, and punifheth them after one fort or other, either

inbody or goods, as it pleafethhim: I my felfe knew agrand ufurer inthe

countrey of Vallay that having ſcraped together great maffes of goldand

filverby theſe unlawfull meanes, was in onenight robbedof fifteene hup-

dred crownes bytheeves that broke into his houſe. I remember alſo ano-

ther ufurer dwelling in a town called Argental,nigh unto Anovayunderthe

jurifdiction of Tholoffe in high Vivaria, who being in haytime ina mea-

dowe, was ftungin the foot by a ferpent, or fome othervenomous beaſt,

that he died thereof: an anſwerable puniſhment for his oftenstingingand

bitingmanypoore peoplewith his cruell and unmercifullufurie.

Ezt.18.Iz.I3

3

Nay it is fo contraric to equitie and reaſon, that all nations ledbythe

inftinct of nature, have alwayes abhorred and condemnedit ; infomuch

that the conditions of theeves hath bin more eafie and tollerable than uſur-

rers ; for theft was wont to be puniſhed but with double reſtitution, but

ufuriewith quadruple : and to ſpeake truely, theſe rich and gallant ufurers

do more robthe common people and purloine from them, than all the

publiketheeves that are made publike examples ofjuftice in the world.

It is to be wifhed that fome would examine ufurers bookes, and make a De officioprin-

bond-fire oftheir obligations,as that Lacedemoniandidwhen Agefilaus re- cip.lib.4.ca. 14

ported that heenever faw a cleerer fire : or that fome Lucullus would deli-

ver Europefrom that contagion, asthe Romane did Afia in histime. Li Alex ab Alex.

curgusbanifhed this canker worme out of his Sparta Amafis punished it lib.xcap.7.

feverely in his Egypt : Cato exiled it out of Sicilie ; and Sole condemned
1

it in Athens ; how much more fhould ithe held in deteftation among chryfoft.in

Chriftians ? S. Chryfoftome compareth it fitly to the biting of an afpe ; Mat. cap.s.

as hethat is ſtung with an afpe, falleth afleepe as it werewithdelectation,

but
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but dieth ere heawaketh ; fo mony taken in ufurie, delighteth and conten-

teth at the firſt, but it infecteth all his poffeffions, andfucketh out themar-

rowof them ere it be long : Seeingthen it is abhominableboth bythelaw

ofGod and nature, let us fhun it as atoad, and flie from it as a cockatrice :

But whentheſe perfuafions will not ferve, let them turne their eyes to

thefe examples following, wherein they ſhall ſeethe manifeſt indignation

of Godupon it.

In the Bishopricke of Collen a notable famous Ufurer lyingupon his

death-bed ready to die, moved up and downe his chaps and his lips, as ifhe

hadbin eatingfomething inhis mouth ; andbeeing demanded what hee eat,

hee anfwered, his money,and thatthe divell thruft it in his mouthperforce,

fothat heecould neither will nor chufebut devour it : in whichmiferable

temptation he diedwithout any fhewof repentance.

Thefameauthor telleth of another Ufurer, that a little before his death

called for his bags of gold and filver, and offered them all to his foule,

uponcondition it would not forfake him : But ifhewould have given all

the world, it could not ranſome him from death : whereforewhenhefaw

there was no remediebut hee muft needs die, hee commended his fouleto

the Divell, to be carried into everlaftingtorments : whichwords whenhee

had uttered hee gave upthe ghoſt.

Another Ufurerbeing ready to die, madethis his laft Willand Tefta-

ment:My foule ( quothhe ) I bequeath to the divell who isowner ofit, my

Lohannes An wife likewifetothedivellwho induced metothis ungodly trade of life, and

glus.

deacon tothe divell for foothingmeup, and notreprovingme for my

faults ; andinthis defperate perfuafion he died incontinently.

my

yeare

Ufuryconfifteth not only in lendingand borowing,but buyingand felling

alfo, and all unjust and crafty bargaining, yea and it is akinde of ufurie to

detain through too muchcovetoufneffethole commodities from the people

whichconcerne the publike good, andtohoord themup for their private

gain,til fome fcarcitieorwantarife;andthis alfohath evermore beene moſt

Tharpely puniſhed, as by thefeexamplesmay appeare. About the

1543. at what time a greatfamine and dearth of bread afflicted the world,

therewas in Saxonie a countrey peafant, that having carried his corneto

themarket,andfold it cheaperthan he looked for,as he returned homewards

he fell into moſt heavy dumpes and doloursof mindewith griefe that the

price of grainewas abated : and when his fervants fang merrily for joy of

that bleffed cheapneffe, he rebuked them moft ſharpely and cruelly,yea and

was ſo muchthe moretormented and troubled inminde, byhow much he

morehefawanypoore foulethankfull unto God for it : butmarkehowGod

gave himover to a reprobate and defperate fence:Whilefthis fervants rode

before, hee hung himselfe at the cart taile, being paſt recoverie of life ere

any man lookedbacke or perceived him . A notable examplefor our En-

gliſhcormorants, who joyne barne to barne, and heape to heape, and will

not fell nor giveahandful oftheir fuperfluiticto the poore,when it beareth

alow price, but preferve it till ſcarcity and want come, and thentheyfell

it at their owne rate ; let them feare by this, left the Lord deale foorworke

withthem.

Anothercovetous wretch,whenhe could not fel his cornefodear as hee de-

fired, faid the mife ſhould eat it rather thanhewould leffenone jot ofthe

price thereof: Whichwords were nofooner fpoken, butvengeance tooke

him:
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them for all themife inthe countrey flocked to his barnes and fieldes, fo 375

that theyleft himneither ſtanding nor lying corne, but devoured all. This

ftorywas writtento Martin Luther : upon occafion whereof he inveying Luther.

mightily againſt this cruell ufurie of husbandmen, told of three mifers

that inoneyeare hung themſelves, becauſe graine borea lower price than

they looked for : addingmoreover, that all fuchcruell and muddy extorti-

oners deſerved no better a doome , for their unimercifull 'oppreffi-

on.

Another rich farmer, whoſe barneswere full of graine, andhis ftacks D.Pomeranus,

untouched, wasfo covetouswithall, that inhope of fomedearth and deere-

nefle of corne, he would not diminish one heape, but hoordedup dayly

more andmore, andwiſhed for a ſcarcity upon the earth, to the end hee

might enrich his coffers byother mens neceffities. This cruell churle re-

joyced fo much in his aboundance, that everie day hewouldgo into his

barnes, and feed his eyeswith his fuperfluitie : Now it fell out as the Lord

would, that having fupped and drunke very largely, upona night as hee

went, according to his cuftome, to view his riches, witha candle in his

hand, beholdthewine, or rather the juſtice of God, overcamehisfences,

fo that he fell downefuddenly into the mow, and byhis fall fet on fire the

corne,beingdry and eafie to be incenfed, infuch fort that in amoment all

that whichhe had fcrapedtogether and preferved focharily, anddelighted

in fo unreaſonably,was confumed and brought to aſhes, and ſcarce he him-

felfe eſcaped with his life.

Another in Mifnia, in theyeare 1559, having great ftore of corne hoor- Iob.Finselli.z.

dedup, refufed to fuccorthe neceffitieof his poore & halfe famiſhed neigh-

bours : forwhich caufethe Lord puniſhed himwith aſtrange and unuſuall

judgement, for the corne whichhe fomuch cheriſhed, affumed life, and be-

camefeathered fowles, flyingout of his barnes infuch abundance, that the

worldwas aftoniſhed thereat, and his barnes left emptie of all provifion,

inmoftwonderfull and miraculous manner.

thor.

No leffe ftrange was that which happened in a towneof France called The fame Au -

Stenchanfen, tothe Governour of the towne,whobeing equefted by one

of his poorefubjects to fell him ſome corne for his money, whentherewas Fidesfit apud

none tobegotten elſewhere ; anfwered, hee could fpare none,by reafonhe authorem."

had ſcarce enough for his owne hogs : which hoggiſh difpofition the Lord

requited in itownekinde ; for hiswife at the next litter brought forthſeven

pigs at onebirth to increaſethe number of his hogs : that as he had prefer-

red filthie and ougly creatures before his poore brethren, inwhom the i-

mageof God in fome fort fhined forth, fohemight have of his owne get-

ting more of that kinde to make much of, fince hee loved them fo

well.

Equall toallthe former both in cruelty touching the perfon, and mira- Thefame.

cle touching the judgement, was that which is reported by the fame au-

thour, tohavehappened to a rich couctous woman inMarchia, who in an

extreame dearth of victuals, denyed not onelyto relieve apoore manwhoſe

children were ready to ftarve with famine, but alſo to fell him but onebu-

ſhell of corne, whenhewanted but a penny of her price : for the poore

wretchmakinggreat ſhift toborrow that penny, returned toher againe,and

defired her he might havethecorn :butashe payedherthemony, the penny

fellupon theground bythe providence of God, whichas the ftretchedout

her
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376 her handto reach, it miraculo
uſly

turned intoa ferpent, andbit her fofaft,

that byno meanes it could be loofened from herarme, untill it hadbrought

hertoawoefull and miferabl
e
end.

Fulgof.lib.2.

cap.2.

Mared.

Sergius Galba, before hee came tobe Emperor (being Prefident ofAfrica

under Claudius, when as through penurie of victuals, corne, and other food

was very fparingly ſhared out and divided amongſt the armie ) puniſheda

certaine fouldier that fould a buſhell of wheat to one of his fellows for an

hundred pence, in hope to obtaine a new ſhare himſelfe, in this manner, he

comanded the Quæftor or Treaſurer to give himno morefuftenance, fince

hee preferred lucre before the neceffity of his owne bodyand his friends

welfare ; neitherfuffered heanyman elfe to fell him any ; fo that hee peri-

fhedwithfamine, andbecamea miſerable example to all the army, ofthe

fruits of that foule droupfie covetoufneffe .

Andthus wee fee how the Lord rained downe vengeance upon all cove-

tous Ufurers and oppreffors, plaguing fome onthis fafhion, andfomeon

that ; and never paffingany,but either in this life fome notablejudgement

overtakes them, either in themſelves or their off-fprings ( for it is notori-

ouslyknowne that ufurers children, thoughleft rich, yet thefirſt or fecond

generationbecame alwayes beggers ) or inthe life tocome they are thrown

into the pit of perdition, from whence there is noredemption nordeli;

verance.

CHAP. XLIII.

OfDicersandCard-players, andtheir theft.

Fany recreationbe allowed us, as nodoubt there is, yet fure-

ly it is not fuchaswherebyweſhouldworke the damageand

hurt ofone another, aswhen bygamingwedrawaway ano-

ther mans monywith his great loffe, and this is one kinde

theft, to ufurpe any mans goods by unlawfull meanes :

wherefore no fich fports ought to finde any place amongſt Chriſtians,

eſpecially thoſe wherein any kinde oflot or hazard is uſed, bythewhich

the good bleffings of God are, contrary to their trueand naturall ufe, expo-

fed to chance andfortune, asthey tearme it : forwhich caufe Saint Auguf

Epift. 54. ad time is of this opinion concerningthem : That the gainewhich arifeth to

anyparty in play,fhouldbe bestowedupon the poor,to the end that both the

gamefters, as well the winner as the lofer might be equally punished, the

onebynot carryingthe ftakebeingwon, the otherbybeing fruftrated of all

his hope ofwinning.Players at dice,bothby the Elibertine&Conftantino-

politan Councell under Iuftinian, were puniſhedwith excommunication :

andbya new conftitution of the faid Emperour it was enacted, That no

man fhould uſe Dice-play either in private or publique, no nor approve

thefamebytheir prefence, under paine of punishment : and Bifhops were

Cod.li.3.tit.43 thereappointed tobe overfeers in this behalfe, to efpie if any default was

aOd.i4l3. made.

Luderedoctior

Can.77.

can.5o.

feu Graco ju-

beas trocho,

a Horace an heathen Poetavouched theunlawfulneffe ofthis thingeven in

his time,when he faith that Dice-playing was forbidden by their law. Lewis

ta legibus ales . the eighth, King of France, renouned for his good conditions and rare ver

Seumalis veti-

tues;
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tues ; amongst all the excellent laws which he made, thiswas one, That all

fports ſhould bebanished theCommon-wealth, except fhooting (whether

with longbow or Croffebow) and that no Cards nor Dice fhould be either

made or foldby any ; to theend that all occafion of gamingmight beetaken

away. Surely it would bevery profitable and expedient for the Weale-pub-

lique, that this Ordinancemight ftand in ufe at this day, and that all Mer-

chants and Mercers whatfoever, eſpecially thofe that followthe reformati-

onof Religion, might forbeare the fale of all fuch paltryWares : for the

fault in felling fuch traſh is no leffe than the abuſe of them in playing at

them, for fo much as they upon greedineffe of fo fmall a gaine, put as it

werea fword into a mad mans hand, byminiftring tothem the inftruments

not onelyof their ſports, but alſo of thofe mifchiefes that enfuethe fame.

There a manmay heare curfes as rife as words, bannings, ſwearings, and

blafphemies,bandedup anddowne ; theremen fret themſelves to death,

and confumewhole nights in darke and diveliſh paſtimes ; fome lofe their

horſes, others their cloakes, a third fort all that ever they are worth, tothe

undoingof their houſes, wives, and children ; and fome again frombrau-

lings fall to buffetings,from buffets to bloudfhedding, frombloudfhedding

to hanging and thefe arethe fruits ofthofe gallant fports.

377

Blafphemie,

But this you fhall fee more plainely by a fewparticular examples. In a Difcip de tem-

towneof Campania a certaine Iew playing at dice with a Chriftian, loft a por.fer.12.

great fumme ofmoney unto him 3 with whichgreat loffe being enraged,and

almoſt beſide himfelfe, as commonly men in that cafe are affected, hee

belched out moſt bitter curfes against Chrift Iefus, and his mother the

bleffed Virgin, in themidftwhereofthe Lorddeprived himof his life and

fenſe ; and ftrookehim dead in the place : as forhis companion the Chriſti-

an, indeed he escaped fudden death, howbeit hewas robbedof hiswit and

underſtanding, and furvived not verie long after : to teachus not onely Lib.1.cap.31 .

what a grievous finne it is to blafpheme God, andto accompanie fuchwret-

ches, and not to fhun, or at leaft reprovetheir outrage ; but alfowhat mon-

ftrous effects proceed from fuch kinde of ungodly fports, and howgrie-

vouflythe Lord punifheththem, firftby giving them ove toblafphemy,

fecondlytodeath, andthirdly and laftly to eternall and irrevocable damna-

tion : Let our English gamefters confider this example, andifit will not

terrifięthem from their fports, then let them looke to this that followeth,

which iftheirhearts be notas hard as adamant, will mollifie and perfwade

them.

Inthe yeare 1533. neere to Beliffana a citie in Helvetia, therewerethree lob.Fincell

Andreas Muf

prophanewretches that played at diceuponthe Lords daywithout the wals cabus indiabel.

of the citie, one ofwhich called VlrichSchraterus having loftmuch mony, blafphemia.

and offended Godwith many curfed fpeeches,at laft prefaging to himſelfe

good lucke, he burst forth into thefe tearmes, If fortune deceive menow, Mandat.4.

Iwill thrust my dagger into the verie body of God as farreas I can : now Breach of Sa-

fortune failed himasbefore, wherefore forthwithhe drew his dagger, and both, li.1.6.35.-

taking it bythe point, threw it againſt heavenwith all his ftrength: behold, Blafphemie,

the daggervanished away, and five drops ofbloud diftilled upon the table lib.1.cap.31 .

before them, and without all delay the divell came in place, and carried a

waythe blafphemous wretchwith fuch force and noyfe, that the whole ci-

tywas amafed and aſtoniſhed thereat : the other two (halfe befide them-

felveswithfeare ) ftrove to wipe awaythedrops of bloud out of the table,

but
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LabFincel.l.2 .

Ephef.4.28,

but the moretheywiped it, the more clearly it appeared ; The rumor of

this accident flew intothe citie, and caufedthe people to flocke thicke and

threefold unto the place, where they found the other twogamefters waſh-

ing the boord ; whom ( by the decree of the Senate ) they bound with

chaines, and carried towards the prifon ; but as they paffed with them

through a gate of the citie, one of them was ftroken fuddenly dead inthe

midst of them, with fucha number of lice and wormes creepingout of

him, that it was both wonderfull and lothfome to behold : the third they

themſelves (without any further inquifition ortriall ) to avert the indig

nation which feemedtohang over their heads, put incontinently todeath;

the table they tooke and preferved it for a monument, to witneffe unto po-

fterity, bothhowanaccurfed paftime dicing is, and alſowhat great incon-

venienciesand mifchiefes grow thereby.

But that we may fee yet morethe vanitie and mischievous working of

this ſport, I will report one ftorie more out of the fame authour, though

not equall to the former in ſtrangeneffe and heightoffinne, yet as tragicall,

andno leffe pitifull.

In the yeare 1550, there lived in Alfatia one AdamSteckman,one that

got his livingbytrimming, pruning, and dreffingvines ; this man having

received hiswages, fell to dice, and loft all thathe had gotten ; infomuch

that hehad notwherewith to nouriſh his family, fothat he fell into fucha

griefe of minde, and withall intofuch paines of thehead, that he grew al-

moſt deſperate withall :oneday his wife being bufie abroad, left thecare of

her children untohim ; but hetooke fuch great care of themthat he cut all

their throats, even three of them, whereofone lay inthe cradle, and lastly

wouldhavehanged himselfe,had not his wifecomeinthemeanewhile,who

beholdingthis pitifull tragedie, gaveagreat outcrie, andfell downe dead ;

whereupon the neighbours runningin, were eyewitneffes of this wofull

fpectacle : as for him, by lawhewas judged to a moft fevere and cruell

niſhment :andall thefe pitifull events arofe fromthat curfed root of Dice-

play.

pu

Weought thereforetolearneby all theſe things thathave beene already

fpoken, to abftaine not onely fromthis curfed paftime, but alfo from extor-

tion, robberies, deceit, guile, and other fuch naughty practices that tendto

thehurt and detriment of one another ; and in place thereof toprocurethe

goodandwelfareof eachonein all kindeneffe andequity, followingthe A-

postles counfell, where he fayeth, Let themthat ftole fteale no more, but ra-

ther travellby labouringwith his hands in that whichis good, that he may have

wherewith to fuccor the necesfitie ofothers. For it is not enough nottodo

evillto our neighbor, butwearetyed todohim good, orat leaſt to endea-

vourto do it.

CHAP.
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Offuchas havebeene notorious in all kinde offinne.
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for the moft

Y thefe foreplaced exampleswehavefeene how heavie the Theſe exam-

judgements ofGodhave beene upon thofe that throughthe ples of this

untamedneffe oftheir owne lufts and affections, would not be referredtoChapter may

fubmit themſelves under the holy and mighty will ofGod, all thecom-

but have countermanded his commandements, and with- mandements

ftood his precepts, fome after one fort, and fomeafter ano- part .

ther :now becauſe there have,bin fome fo wicked andwretched, that being

wholy corrupted and depraved, they have over flowed with all manner of

finneand iniquity,and as itwere maugred Godwiththe multitude and hai-

noufneffe of their offences ; we must therefore fpendfometime alfo in fet.

ting forth their lives and ends, as of the moft vile and monftrous kinde of

people that ever were. Inthisrankewemayplace the antient Inhabitants.

of the land of Canaan, an irreligious people, voidof all feare and dread of

God, and confequently given over to all abhominablwickedneffe, as to con-

jurings, witchcrafts,andunnameable adulteries : for which caufes the Lord

abhorring and hatingthem, did alfo bring themto a moft ftrange deftructi-

on ; for first and formoft Jericho ( the frontier citie of their countrey) be-

ingaffaulted by theIfraelites,for hindering their progreffe intothe country,

were all diſcomfited, not fomuch byIofuahhis fword, asbythe huge ftones

which dropped fromheaven upontheir heads and left thenight overtaking

them ſhould breake off the finall and fulldeftructionofthis curfed people,

thedaywas miraculously prolonged, and the Sunne made to reft himselfe in

themiddeft of heaven for thefpace ofawhole day : and fothefe five Kings

hidingthemſelves ina cave, werebrought out, and their neckes made a foot-

ftoole to the captains of Ifraell, and were hangedon five trees.

The tyran Periander ufurped thegovernment over Corinth after hee had Saber

flaine the principall ofthe city :he put todeath his owne wife, tothe endto

content and pleaſe his concubine ; nay andwas fo execrable, as to lye with

his ownemother : he banished his naturall fonne, and caufed many children

of his fubjects to be gelded : finally fearing fome miferable and monftrous

end, andwant of fepulchre, in confcience of his mifdeeds , he gave in charge

totwoftrong and hardy fouldiers, that they fhould gard a certain appointed

place, and not faile to kill the first that came in their way, and to bury his

bodybeing flaine: nowthe first that met them was himfelfe, who offered

himfelfe unto them without fpeaking anyword, andwas foone difpatched

andburied accordingto his commandement: butthesetwowere encountered

with foure other,whomhe alfo had appointed todo the fame to them which

they haddone to them.

In this ranke defervably wemay place the fecond Dionyfius his fonne, that Sabe ,

for his cruelties and extortions was flaineby his owne fubjects : whothough

at the first made fhew of a better and milder nature than his father was of,

yet after hewas inftalled in his Kingdom, andgrowne ftrong, his wickedna-

turefhewd forth it felfe ; for firsthe rid out of thewayhis ownebrethren ,

then his neereſt kindred, and laſtly, all other that but anywaydiſpleaſed

Cc him ;

12
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Sabell.

Sabell

Florus.

him ; ufing his ſword not to the cutting downe ofvice, as it ought, but to

the cuttingthe throats ofhis innocent and guiltleffe fubjects : withwhich

tyrannie the people being incenfed, began tomutinie, and from mutinies

fellto open rebellion, perfecuting him fo, that he was compelled to flie

and takeharbour in Greece : where notwithſtandinghee ceafed not his ac-

cuſtomed manners, but continued ſtill freſhly, committing robberies, and

doing all manner of injuries and outrages, in wronging men, and forcing

bothwomen and maids to his filthie lufts : untill hee was brought to fo

low and fo baſe an ebbe ofeſtate, that ofa Kingbeingbecome a beggar and

a vagabond, hee was glad to teach children at Corinth to get his poore li-

ving, and fodied in miferie.

Clearchus, another tyran, after hee had put todeaththe moſt part ofthe

Nobles, and chiefe men ofaccount in the citie ofHeraclea , ufurped a ty-

rannous authoritie over the reft : amongſt many ofwhofe monftrous enor-

mities this was one , that hee conſtrained thewidowes ofthoſe whom hee

had flaine, againſt theirwils to marry thofe ofhis followers whom hee al-

lotted themto ; infomuch that many of themwith griefe and anger flew

themſelves : now therewere twomen offtouter courage than the reft,who

pittyingthe miferable condition ofthe whole citie , undertooke to deliver

the fame out ofhis cruell hands : comming therefore accompanied with

fiftie other ofthe fame minde and refolution, as thoughthey would debate

a privat quarrell before his prefence , as foone as convenience ferved , they

diverted their fwords from themſelves into thetyrans bofome, andhewed

him in pieces inthevery midft ofhis guard.

Agathocles, King, or rather tyranofSicilie,from a porters fonne,grow-

ing tobe a man ofwarre, tooke uponhim the government ofthe countrey,

and ufurped the crowne , contrary to the confent of his people : heewas

one given to all manner of filthie and uncleane pollutions , inwhom trea-

cherie, crueltie, and generally all kinde ofvicereigned, and therefore was

worthily plagued byGod; firft bya murderofhis youngeſt fonne, com-

mitted by his eldeſt ſonnes fon , that afpired unto the crowne, andthought

that hemight be an obftacle inhis way for obtaining his purpoſe : and laft-

ly, having fent his wife and children into Egypt for fafety , by his owne

miferable and languishing death which ſhortly after enfued.

Romulus the firf KingofRomewas (as Floras teftifieth) tranſportedby

a devill out of this earth into fome habitation ofhis owne, for the mon-

ftrous fuperftitions, conjurings, thefts, raviſhments, and murders, which

Plutarch. during his pompe hee committed ; andmoreover (he faith) that Plutarch,

the moſt credible and learned Writer amongſt Hiſtoriographers , both

Greek and Latin, that ever writ , avoucheth the fame for true ; That hee

was carried away oneday by a fpirit in a mighty tempeft of thunder and

lightening, beforethe view ofthe whole multitude,to their great aftoniſh-

ment, infomuchthat they fled at the fight thereof.

What ſhall wee fayofSilla, that monſter in cruelty, that moft odious

and execrable Tyran that ever was, bywhom all civile order and humane

policie was utterlydefaced , and all vice and confufion in ſtead thereof fet

Plutarch. up? did hee not procurethe death offix thouſand men at one clap, at the

diſcomfiture of Marius? And having promiſed to fave the lives ofthree

thouſand that appealed unto his mercy, did he not cauſe them to be affem-

bledwithin a Parke, and there to havetheir throats cut, whileft heemade

, an
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an oration to the Senate ? Itwas hee that filled the channels ofthe ſtreets

ofRome, and other cities in Italie, withbloudandflaughters innumerable:

and that neither ſpared Altar, Temple, orother priviledged place or houfe

whatſoever, from the pollution and diftainment of innocent bloud : huf-

bands were flaine in their wives armes , infants intheir mothers bofomes,

and infinite multitudes of men murdered for their riches : for ifany were

either rich, or owners of faire houfes, or pleaſant gardens, they were fure

todic : belides, if there wereany private quarrell or grudge betwixt any

citizen, and fome of his crew, he (uffered his fide to revenge themſelves af-

tertheir owne lufts, fo that for private miflike andenmity manyhundreds

loft their lives ; he that faved an outlaw or profcribedperfon in his houfe,

(ofwhich there were too manyofthe best fort in his time) or gave him

entertainment under his roofe, whetherhe were his brother,fonne, or pa-

rent whatſoever, was himselfe for recompence of his curtefieand humani-

tie, profcribed and fould, andcondemnedtodeath : andhe that killed one

ofthem that was profcribed , had for rewardtwotalents (thewages of his

murder amounting in valueto twelve hundred crownes, whether it was a

bondſlave that flew his mafter, or a fonne that murdered his father : com-

mingto Preneste , hee began to prbreedin a kinde ofjusticiall forme a-

monghtthecitizens, and as it wereby lawandequitie to practiſe wrongand

injurie: butere long, eitherbeingweary offuch flow proceedings, or not

at leifureto profecute the fameany further , becausedto meet together in

one affemblic twothousand of them, whomhedcommitted all to the maf

Lacre without any manner of compaffion: As bee was fittingone day in

themiddeftofhis pallace in Rome; afouldiertowhom hehadgrantedthe

profcription of his dead brother,as if hehad beene alive (whom hehim

felfe before the civilewarre hadflaine) prefentedhimin lieu ofthanks for

thegreat good turne the headofone Maren Marius ofthe adverfe faction,

before thewhole citie, with his hands all imbried inbloud,whichhee alfo

wafhed in theholywater- tacke ofApolloes temple, being near unto that

place ; and all this being commended and countenanced by Silla : hee des

creed a generalt difanulment andabrogation of all titles and rights that

were paffed before his time, to theend tohave the moreliberty both to put

to deathwhom he pleafed, andtoconfifcate mens goods ,and alfo to unpeos

ple andrepeople cities, fack, pulldowne, andbuild, andtodepofe & make

Kings at his pleaſure the goods which he had thus feifed, he fhamed not

so fellwith hisowne hands, fittinginhistribunall feat, giving oftentimes

a fairewoman a wholecountrey, orthe revenues of acitie for her beauty,

and to Players, Jefters, Juglers, Mindtrils , andother wicked effranchifed

flaves, great and unnecellary rewards ; yea, and todivers married women

alfo, whom(pleafinghis eye) he deprived their husbands ofperforce, and

efpoufedthem tohimfelfe,maugre theirwils : being defirous to ally him-

felfewithPompey, hee commanded him to caft off his lawfull wife, andta

kingfrom Magnus Glabrio hiswife Emilie , made himmarryher,though

already great with childebyber former husband; but he died in travellin

his houfe. In feafts and bankettingshewastoo immoderate, for it was his

continuall and daily practife: thewine that heedranke ufually was fortie

yeares old, and the companythat hee delighted to keepewas compact of

minttrils, tumblers, players, fingers, and fuchlike rafcals, and with thefe

hewouldſpendwhole dayes in drinking, caroufing, dauncing, and all dif

foluteneffe.

.

Cc 2
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Dion.

Sueton.

foluteneffe. Now this disinordinate life ofhis did fo augment adifeafe

whichwas growne in his body, to wit animpofthume; that intime it cor-

rupted his flesh , and turned it intolices in fuchfort, that though hee had

thofe that continually followed himto fweepethem off, andto louze him

night and day , yet the encreaſe was ſtill ſo plentifull , that all would not

ferveto clearehim for amoment : infomuch, that not his apparell, though

never ſo new and changeable; nor his linnen,thoughnever fo freſh, nor his

bath, nor his laver, no nor his meat and drinke could be kept unpolluted

from the fluxe ofthis filthy vermine, it illued in fuch abundance : often-

times in a dayheewouldwashhimselfein a bath, buttonogreat purpofes

for his fhame increafed the more. The day before hedyed he fent for one

Granius , who attending hisdeath , delayed to pay thatwhich he ought

tothe Common-wealth; andbeing come in his prefence, bee commanded

him tobe ftrangled to deathbefore his face : but with ftraininghimſelfe in

crying after his execution , his impofthumeburſt , andvomitedout fuch

ftreames of bloud ; that his ftrength failed himwithall ; and paffing that

night in great diftreſſe , the next day made up his wicked and miferable

end.

After that Caligula began to addi& himfelfe toimpietyandcontemptof

God, prefently beingnotcurbedwithanyfearenorfhame,he becamemoſt

diffolute in all kinde ofwickedneffe; for at onetime hecauſedtobeflaine

a great numberofpeople for callinghimyoung Augft , as ifit hadbeene

an injuryto his perfon tobefointituled and to laybriefly of allhis mur

ders, there were fomanyofhis kindred, friends, fenators,andcitizens,made

away by his meanes, that it would be too longandtedious here torecitet

wherefore feeing that hee was generallyhated ofthe people for his mif

deeds , hee wifhed that theyall hadbut onehead tothe end (as it might

feeme) that at one blow hee might difpatchthem all. Infumptuoufpeffe

and cofflineffe of difhes andbanquets, he neither found nor left his equall

for hewould fup up moftpretious ftones melted byart,and fwallowdown

treasures into his belly: hisbanquetswereoften fervedwithgoldenloaves

andgolden mets : ingiving rewards heewasſometimetoo too prodigall

for hewouldraft great fummes ofmoney amongſt the people certaindayes

together, untill his bagsweredrawne drie,and then new ſtrange ſhifts muft

bepractifed to fill themupagaine: his fubjects he overcharged withmany

new-found and unjuft taxes , exacting ofthem atributeeven for their meate

iftherewereany money controverfies to bedecided, the fourthpart ofthe

famewas his fhare, whichway foever the matterenclined : the eight penny

ofeveryPorters gaine throughout the citie (which with travell they ear

ned) hee tooke into his purfeyea, and that whichis more filthy and dif-

boneft, the very whores andcommon ftrumpets payed him a yearely re-

venue fortheir bauderies : whichact,though moft villanous andflandrous,

yet is made a famplar tofome of our holy Popes to imitate , and indeed

hath ofmany beene put in practiſe : but to our purpoſe; whereas before

his prodigality was fo great as to fcatter money like feed amidst the peo-

ples now his niggardlineffe grew on the other fidefo miferable , that hee

would have the people upon the firſt day of the yeare, every one to give

7-yeares+gift , he himselfe ſtandingat the dooreofhis house likea

beggar, receiving the peoples almes. Moreover, ofall that ever gave their

luftsthebridle to abufe othermens wives, hee was most impudent and no-

himanew-

torious;
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torious ; for divers times he uſed to feaſt manyfaire Ladies and their huf-

bands, and after his good cheareended , to overviewthemſeverally a part,

as Merchants doe theirwares ; andto take her that pleaſed his fancie beſt

intofomefecret place, to abuſe at his pleaſure : neither after the deed done

tobe afhamedto glory and vaunt himfelfe in hiswicked and filthy act. He

committed inceft with his owne fifters, forcingthem to his luft, andbyone

of them had a daughter borne , whom (faith Entropius ) his abhominable

concupifcence abuſed alfo in moſt filthy and prepofterous manner : At

length manyconfpired his deſtruction, butespecially oneoftheTribunes,

which office we may after the cuftomeofour French nation rightlyterme

theMarſhalfhip,and the officer one ofour foure Marfhals,as Budes faith)

whofhewed himſelfe more eagerly affected in the cauſe than the reft , pur-

fued this enterpriſe in more fpeedy and defperate manner : for astheTy-

rant returned from the Theater by a by-way to his Pallace (the third day

ofthe feaft, which he celebrated in honour ofIulius Cafar) the Tribune pre-

ſented himſelfe,as if in regardof his office , to import fome matter ofim-

portance unto him : and having received a currifh word or two at his

hands (as his cuftomewas)hegave him fuch a ſtroke betweene the head and

the ſhoulders, that what with it andthe blowes ofhis complices, that go-

ing forthefameintent, ruſhed upon him, hewas flaine amongst them, no

manftirringa foot to deliver him out oftheir hands, though many looked

on, andmighthave aided him iftheywould : hewas no foonerflaine, but

hiswife incontinentlywas fent after, andhisdaughter alfothat was cruſhed

to death againſt a wall ; andthus came his wretched felfe, with his filthie

progenie, to awretchedand miferable end.

383

Nero fhewed himfelfe not onely an enemy to God in perfecuting his sweten:

Church, but alſo a perverterand diſturber ofhumane nature, inembruing

his hands inthe bloud ofhis owne mother and grandmother, whomhe cau-

fedtobe putto death, and in killing his ownewifeand fifter, and infinite

numbers ofall kindeofpeople: befide, in adulteries hewas fomonftrous,

that it is betterto concealethem from modeft eares , than to ftirreup the

puddle offo ftinking and noyfome a dunghill : forwhich he villanies the

Senate condemned him to a fhamefull and moſt ignominiousdeath, and his

armies and forces forfookehim : whichwhen hee underftood, he betooke

him to flight, and hid himselfe in an out-way amongſt thornes andbuſhes,

whichwith great paine having paft through, beingweary of his life , hee

threw himſelfe downe into a pit foure footdeepe; andwhen he could

noneofhis mento laytheir hands upon him, he defperately and miferably

flewhimfelfe.

get

Vitellius, for the murders and other outragious mifdeeds which he com- Swetow.

mitted, was taken in his fhirt, and drawne throughthe streets witha halter

about his necke, and his hands bound behindehim , and the point ofadag-

under his chin; the people cafting durt and dung upon him in deteſta-

tion, andcallinghim make-bate and feditious villain, withother opprobri-

ous reproches: and at laft being maffacredwith many blowes, was drawne

with a hooke into Tyber, like a carrion.

ger

Domitian was a cruell enemy ofthe Chriftians : hee rejected his owne Smelot.

wife totakeanew, and being covertly reproved by Helvidiu for the fame,

in a Play ofthedivorce ofParisand Enon, whichhe prefented unto him, he

put himtodeath for his labour. Manyworthy Senatours and chiefe men,

Cc 3 and
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384 and fuch as hadborne the office of the Confull, without juſt cauſe given of

reprehenfion, were murderedbyhim : hee fpared not his owne bloud and

neareſt allies , no nor his owne brother Titus , but what with poyfon, and

fword, deftroyed them all to confufion. But in theend , when heefawthat

theworld hated him for his outragious cruelties, he confulted withtheA-

ftrologians and Conjurers,whatdeath didwaite for him ; oneofthe which

amongst the reft toldhim that hee fhould be flaine, and that very ſhortly :

wherewithall being fore troubled , hee firſt cauſed him that hadprognofti-

cated this evilluntohim , to be flaine : thenhe compaffed himselfewith a

ftrong guard, and to the endto fee them that ſhould come neare, hee made

his gallery walls where heewalked, offuch akinde ofgliftring and fhining

ftone, that he might fee inthem all about him, both behinde andbefore.

Whenthe day and houre which was fore-calculated for his deathwas

come, one ofthe Confpirators came in with his left arme in a ſcarfe, as if

he hadbeenefore hurt ; feigning that he would bewray the whole treaſon

which hee fo muchfeared ; and being entred his Chamber, he preſented

him witha long difcourfe inwriting, touchingthe matter andmanner of

theConfpiracie : and when in readingthe fame,he fawhim moſt aſtoni-

ſhed; then he tooke occaſion to ſtrikehim fuddenly into the belly with his

dagger, his ownefervants making up the murther, whenthey fawhimgoe

about to refift. And thus by all hiswifedome and providence hecouldnot

rid himſelfe from being furpriſed, nor hinderthe execution ofGods juft

fore-appointed judgement. Andthefe were the ends ofthoſe wicked Ém-

perours, who in regard oftheir vile lives,were rather monſters than men;

and not onely theywhomwe havenamed,but many moe alfo, as Antonius,

Caracalla , Heliogabalus , and other like may bee worthily placed in this

ranke.

But of all, Heliogabalu is moſt famous : ofwhom is recorded in hiſto-

ries, that heewas fo prodigious in all gluttonie, filthineffe, and ribauldrie,

that thelike I thinkewas never heard of, except thoſe monſters that went

before; andyet I fuppofehe furpaffed themtoo. Such was the exceeding

and luxurious Compe ofthis beaft-likeEmperour, that in his lampes hee

ufed baulme,and filled his fifh-ponds with rofe-water : thegarmentswhich

heworewere all of the fineſtgold and moſt coſtly filkes : his fhooes glifte-

red with precious ftones, curioufly engraven : hewas nevertwodayes fer-

vedwith one kinde ofmeat , norworeone garment twice ; and fo likewiſe

for his fleshlywickedneffe , he varyed it every time : Some dayes heewas

ferved at mealeswith thebraines of Oftriches, and a ſtrange fowle called a

Phylocapterie, another day with the tongues of Popingayes , and other

fweet finging birds, being nigh to the fea ; hee never ufed fish in places

farre diftant fromthe fea : all his houſewas ferved with moft delicate fifh:

at one fupper his table was furniſhed with feven thouſand fiſhes, and five

thouſand fowles : At his remoovals in his progreffe , there followed him

commonly fixhundred chariots : he uſedto facrifice with young children,

and preferred to the beſt advancements in the Common wealth moſt light

perfons ; as Bawdes, Minstrels, Players, and fuch like : in oneword, hee

was anenemyto all honefty andgoodorder. Andwhenhewas fore-told by

his Sorcerersand Aftronomers, that he ſhoulddie a violent death , he pro-

vided ropes of filke to hang himselfe, fwords ofgold to kill himselfe , and

ftrong poyfons in Jacinths andEmerauds to poyfon himſelfe, ifneeds hee

fhould
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ſhould theretobe forced : Moreover, hee made an hightower, havingthe

boorded floore coveredwithgold plate,andbroideredwith pretious ſtones,

from thewhichtower hemight throwhimfelfedowne, ifhee were purſued

ofhis enemies. But notwithſtanding all this provifion , (Gods vengeance

not permitting him to die as hee would) heewas flaine ofthe fouldiers ,

drawne through the citie, and caft into Tiber, after hee had raigned two

yeares andeight moneths.

}

Tigellina , one ofthe Captaines ofNeroes guard , anda chiefe procurer

and fetter forward ofhis tyranny, was the cauſe of thedeath of many great

perfonages in Rome : and being enriched bytheir spoyle and other fuch

like robberies , after the death of Nero (whom in his extremity hee for-

fooke) plunged himfelfe, andwallowed inall manner of licentious and dif-

ordinate delights. Now though hee was worthy of a thouſand deaths for

hts cruelties towards many good citizens, yet bythe meanes ofone Innius,

the Emperour Galba his chiefe minion , whofe favour hee had by great

fummes ofmoney bought andobtained (for hee gaveunto his daughter at

onetime fiveandtwentythousand crownes, andto himselfe at anothertime

a carknet worth fifteen thousand crownes for a prefent) hewas fpared and

kept in fafety : but as foon as Othowas inftalled inthe Empire,his downfall

and deftruction began prefently to follow: for Otho,to theendtogratifie the

Romans, fentto apprehendhim, whowas thenin his houſes ofpleaſure in

the field , banquetting and fporting with his harlots , and using all manner

ofriot, albeit byreafonofa deadly diſeaſe whichwas uponhim , heewas

even at deaths doore. When hee faw himſelfe thus taken , and that no

meanes ofeſcape was left, (no not bythe veffels which he had prepared at

the fea fhorefor purpoſe, ifneed were, to convey him away) and that hee

whichhadcommiffion to take him, would give him noadvantage of efca-

ping, though heoffered him great rewards for the fame,he entreated onely

leifure to fhave his beard beforehewent ; whichbeing granted, he tooke a

rafor, and in ftead offhaving, cut his ownethroat.

CHAP. XLV.

More examples of thefame argument.

385

Teronymus, a true Tyran ofSicily, enured and faſhioned Tit. Liv:

to all pride, and ofmoftcorrupt and rotten manners,

began right after the death ofhis father Hiero, (that

left him a peaceable and quiet Kingdom)to fhewforth

his arrogance;forhe quicklymadehimfelfefearfull to

his Subjects, bothby his ftately and proud manner of

fpeech, as alfo by the hardneffe of acceffeunto him ,

togetherwith a kinde of difdainfull contempt ofall

men: but moſt ofall did the inward pride ofhis heart appearewhenhee

had gotten a guard about his body; for then he ceafed not to bait, bite, and

devoure, andto exercife all kinde ofcruelty against every man, andall kind

ofryot and exceffe of filthineffe against himfelfe : fothat hebecame fo odi-

ousandcontemptible to his ſubjects, that they confpired againſt him, to

deprive
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deprivehim both ofhis life and kingdome : which confpiracy though it

came to light , yet for all that wanted not his due effect : for after hee had

(through liftning to falfe reports) put to death unjustly his trueſt and dea-

reft friends ,andthofe that would indeed have helped him in his neceffity,

bothwithgood advice and other fuccour, he was furpriſed as he walked in

a narrow and ftrait way , and there cruelly murthered. Now there was

one Andronodorushis brother in law , that afpired to the crowne , had cor-

ruptedhis manners, and thruft him forward to all theſe miſdemeanours, to

the end bythoſe practiſes he might makehim odious to his people, that by

that meaneshe might obtaine his owne purpofe,as indeed he did : for after

his death he feifed uponthe Scepter, thoughwith no longenjoyance ; for

throughthe troubles and commotions whichwereraiſed inthe countrey

byhis meanes, bothhee, his wife , andwhole race, together withthewhole

progenie ofHieronymus, whether innocent or guilty , were all utterly roo-

ted out and defaced.

:

Andronicus was one ofthe moſt wickedeft men that lived on the earth

inhistime ; forhe excelled in all kinde of evill : in ambition, boldneffe in

doingmiſchiefe, cruelty, whoredome, adulterie, and inceſtalſo to makeup

thewholenumber : befides, he was fotreacherous and difloyall, that hee

traiterouſly flew the fonne and heire of the Emperour Emanuel, fhutting

him in a facke, and fothrowing himinto the fea ; afterwhich, by violence

he tooke poffeffion of the Empireof Conftantinople, and like a ſtrong

theefefeifed uponthatwhich wasnone of his owne ; but as foone as he had

gotten his defire,thenbeganhis lufts to rageand rave,then he fell towhore-

ingand forcingwomenand maids to his luft,whom after hehad once rob-

bedof theirchaftities, he gave over tohisbaudsand ruffians to abuſe ; and

that which is more than all this, he raviſhedone of his owne fifters, and

committed inceſt withher moreover, to maintaine and uphold his tyran-

nous eftate, he flewmost ofthe nobility, and all elſe that bore any fhewof

honeftyor credit withthem, and lived altogether by wrongs andextorti-

ons : wherefore his fubjects ( provoked with thefe multitudes of evils

which reigned in him, and not able to endure any longer his vile outrages

and indignities ) rebelled against him and befieged him, got him intotheir

mercileffe hands, andhandled himonthis faſhion following :firft they de-

graded himandfpoyled him of his imperiall ornaments, then theypulled

out one of his eyes , and fet him upon an affe backward , with the tayle

in his hand in ſtead of a Scepter, anda rope about his necke in ſtead of a

crowne ; andin this order and attyre they led him through all Conftanti-

nople, the people fhouting and reviling him on all fides,fome throwing

durt, others fpittle, divers dung, andthewomen their pifpots at his head:

after allwhichbanquettingdifhes, hewas tranfported to the gallowes, and

there hanged, to make an endofall.

Charles Kingof Navarre, whoſe mother Iean was daughter to Lewis Lu!-

ton King of France, was another that oppreffed his fubjects with cruelty

and rough dealing : for he impofed upon themgrievous taxes and tributes,

andwhen many of the chiefeft ofhis Common-Wealth came tomake

knowneuntohimthe poverty ofhis people, and that theywere not able to

endure any more fuchburthens, he caufed themall tobe putto death for

theirboldneffe : hewas the kindler of many great mifchiefes in France,and

of the fire wherewith divers places of ſtrength, and caſtles of defence were

burned



Gods Iudgements.

"

in all kinde offinne.

387
burned to afhes : becounfelled the Count of Foix his fonne topoyfonhis

father, and notonely fo,but gave himalfothe poyfon with his ownehands,

wherewith todo the deed : Moreover, above all this, lechery and Adultery ib. Gilles.

of
fwayed his powers, even in his old age ; for at threefcore yeares

age, he

had a whore in a corner,whofe companyhedayly hanted; andfo much, that

The at lengthgave himhis deaths wound ; for returningfrom her company

oneday (as his ufe was ) and entring into his chamber, he went to bedall

quaking andhalfe frozenwithcold, neither couldhe byany meanes recover

hisheat, until by art they fought to fupply nature, and blew uponhim

withbrafen bellowes Aquavita and hot blafts of ayre ; butwithall, the fire

unregarded flew betwixt the fheets, and inflamed the drielinnen together

withthe Aquavita, fo fuddenly, that ere any help could bemade, his late

quivering boneswere now halfe burned to death. It is true that he lived

fifteene daies afterthis, but in fo great griefe and torment, without fence

of any helpeor affuagement by Phyficke orSurgery,that at theendthere-

of he died miferably and fo, as during his life his affection ever burnt in

luft, and his mindewas alwayes hot upon miſchiefe and covetouſneſſe, ſo

hisdayes were finishedwith heat andcruell burning.

Lugtake, King of Scots, fucceedinghis father Galdus inthe Kingdome, Lanquet.

was foodious andmischievous a Tyran, that every man hated him no leffe

for his vices, than they loved his father for his vertues : he flew
rich

many

and noble-men for no other caufe , but to enrich his treaſurywith their

goods: he committed the government of the Realme to moſtunjuſt and

covetous perfons, and withtheir companywas moſt delighted : he fhamed

not to defloure his owne aunts, fifters, and daughters , and to fcorne his

wife andgrave counsellors, calling them old doting fooles : all which mon-

ftrous villanies (with athouſandmore)foincenfedhis Nobles againsthim,

that they flew him after he had raigned three yeares: but as the Proverbe

goeth , Seldome commeth a better; another or worſe Tyran fucceeded in

his kingdome; namely Magallus, coufingermaneto Lagtake, a man notori-

ouflyinfected withall manner ofvices : for albeit in the beginning of his

reigne bee gave himſelfe to follow the wifedome and manners ofhis unkle

Galdus,yet in his age his corrupt naturebur forth abundantly, but chiefly

in avarice, lechery, and cruelty: this was hethat licenfed theeves and rob-

bers to take the goods oftheir neighbours without puniſhment, and that

firft ordained the goods ofcondemned perfons tobe confifcate tothe kings

ufe ,without refpect either of wives , children , or creditors for which

crimes hewas alfo lainebyhis nobles .
.3

Befides thefe, therewas another kingofthe Scots, called Atherto, in the Thefame.

yeare ofourLord 240. who fhewed himselfe alfo in like manner a mof

abbominable wretch for he fo wallowed in all mannenofuncleare and

effeminate lufts, that hewas not afhamedtogoe inthe fightofthe people

playingupona flute , rejoycing more tobeaccounted agdodFidler, than a

good Princes from which vices he fell at last tothe deflouring and ravifh-

ing ofmaids and women , infomuch as the daughters of his nobles could

not be fafe from his infatiable and intollerable luft: wherefore beingpur-

fued bythem , when hee faw to meanes to escape , hec defperately flew

bimfelfe, biner og td givenID STRAY ¶ NORING By :qidībuat

The great outrages whichthe Spaniards have committed in theWeſt

て

Indies,are apparant teftimonies oftheirincommittelty, infa

tiable
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, and luxury ; and the judgement wherewith God hath

hunted them upanddownebothbyfeaand land, (as late and fresh hiftories

doe teftifie)aremanifeftwitneffes ofhis heavy angerand diſpleaſur
e againſt

them : amongst all which, I will here infert none but that which is moſt

notorious andworthymemory, as thewretched accident ofPamphilius No-

vares , and hiscompany : This manwith fix hundred Spaniards makingfor

Benzon.Mil. the coaft ofFlorida, to feeke the gold ofthe river of Palme-trees , were fo

turmoyledwith vehementwindes and tempefts, that theycould not keepe

their veffels from dafhing against the shore, fothat their fhips did all fplit

in funder, andtheyfor the moft part weredrowned, fave afew that eſcaped

to land , yet escaped not danger; for they ranne rovingup anddowne this

favagecountrey fo long, till they fell into fuch extreame poverty and fa-

mine,that forwant ofvictuals twelve ofthem devoured one another ; andof

the whole fix hundred that went forth , there neveryet returned above ten,

all the reft being either drowned or pined to death.

Benzon.

very

Francis Pizarre, a man ofbafe parentage, for in his youthhewas but a

hogheard, and of worfe qualities and education , forhe knew not fomuch

as the first elements of learning, givinghimselfe totheWeft Indian wars,

grew to fome credit in bearing office, but withall fhewed himfelfe

difloyall, treacherous,and bloudy-minded, in committingmanyodiousand

monstrous cruelties : entring Peru withanarmy of fouldiers, tothe end,

toconquer new lands and dominions , and to glut his unfatiable covetouf-

neffe with a new furfet ofriches (after the true Spaniſh cuftome) he com-

mitted many bloudy and trayterous acts , and exercifed more than barba-

rous cruelty: for firft under pretence of friendship feyning to parle with

Artabaliba, Kingof Cufco ; the poore Kingcommingwith fiveand twen-

tythoufand of unarmedmen , inoftentation ofhis greatneffe , not in pur-

pofe torefift, hewelcommedhimand his men fonimbly with fwords and

Curtleaxes,that theyhad all foon theirthroats cut by amofthorrible flaugh-

ter,and the Kinghimselfewastakenand put in chaines: yea, andthe Citie

after this maffacre of menabroad, felt foone the infolencies ofthefe brave

warriourswithin: in fine,though Pizarrepromifed Artabalibato fave his

life, in regardofa ranfome, amounting to morethantwomillions ofgold;

yet after the receit thereofhetraiteroufly cauſed him tobe hanged, contra-

ryto both his oath, and all equity and reafon : but this cruell perfidie of

hiswent not longwithout punishment ; for both hee and all the reft that

wereanywayes acceffarie, or confenting tothe deathof this King, came ro

awretched end: but efpecially his foure brethren, Ferdinand, Gonful, lohn

Marain ofAlcantara, and Diego of Almagro; whoas they were principall

in theaction, fowere they inthe punishment : the firft that was punished

was JohnPizarre,whowithmanyother Spaniards was furprifed inthe Ci-

tyofCufco, andflaineby themen ofwarre of Mangofrem and Artabaliba:

next after that there arofe fuch a divifion and heart-burning betwixt the

Pizarres andAlmagro, and their partakers , that after they had robbedand

wafted and fhared out thegreat andrich Countrey ofPeru, they flewone

another by mutuall ftrokes and albeit that therewas bycommon confent

anagreement accordedbetwixt them ,for the preferving oftheirunityand

friendship; yet Francis Pizarre, envying that Almagro fhould bee Gover

Hour ofCufco, and he not , interrupted all their agreements , by ſtarting

from his promifes; andre-kindled thehalfe- quenched fire ofwarrebyhis

Ownc
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owne ambition : for hee preſently defied Amagro, and fent his brother

Ferdinand before to bid him battaile ; who fowell behaved himſelfe , that

hee tooke Almagro prifoner , and delivered him bound to his brother

Francis , who caufed him to bee ftrangled in prifon fecretly , and after to

be beheaded in publique. Now Ferdinand being fent by his brother to

wards Spaine , with a great maffe ofgold to cleare himfelfe ofthe death of

Almagro , could not fo well juftifie the fact, as that all his treaſure could

fave him from the prifon ; and what became of him afterwards , knowne

it is to God, but not tothe world. Awhile after, the fellowes and friends-

of Almagro , whofe goods the Pizarriſts hath ſeiſed upon , tooke counſell

with Don Diego Almagro his fonne , to revenge the death of his father;

therefore beingin number but twelve, with unfl eathed fwords , they de-

ſperately burst into Francis Pizarres houſe , (then Marqueffe and Gover-

nour ofPeru) and at the firft brunt flew a Captaine that guarded the ente-

rance oftheHall, and next him Martin of Alcantara, and other more, that

kept the entrance ofthe Chamber, fo that hee fell dead even at his bro-

ther the Marqueffes feet : who albeit his men were all flaine before his

eyes, and himselfe left alone amiddeft his enemies, yet gave not over to de-

fend himselfe ftoutly and manfully, untill all ofthem letting upon him at

hee was ſtabbed into the throat , and fo fell dead upon the ground's

and thus finiſhed hee and his complices their wretched dayes , anfwerable

to their cruell deferts : but their murderers (though they deferved tobec

thus dealtwithall) yet for dealing in this fortwithout authority, were not

faultleffe , but received the due wages of their furious madneffe: for Don

Diego himselfe, after he hadbeene a while Governour ofPeru , had his ar

myovercome and difcomfitedby the Emperours forces, andwas betrayed

into their hands byhis owne Lieutenant ofCufco , where hethought to

have faved himſelf, and right foone loft his head,withthe greateft Captains

and favourites that hee had , whowere alfo quartered. Now ofthe five

brethren wee have heard foureof their deftructions , onely one remaineth

(namely Gonzalle Pizarre) to bee fpoken of ; who being fent for bythe

Conquerours to be their Chieftaine and Protector against the Viceroy,

that went about to make them obferve the Emperours lawes and decrees,

touching the liberty of the Indian Nation , was betrayed and forfaken by

the famemen that fent for him, and fo fell into his enemies hands, that cut

offhis head: The Generall ofhis army, a covetous and cruell man, that in

fhort ſpace made away above three hundred Spaniards , and all as it were

with his own hand ; was drawnup anddowne at a horfe tayle the ſpace of

halfe a quarter ofan houre,and thenhangeduponthe gallowes, & quartered

in foureparts. The Monke ofVauvard, called Vincent,whowith his croffe

and porteife had encouraged Pizarre and his army againſt Artabaliba , and

was for that caufe created Biſhop of Peru , when Diego cameto the go-

vernement, fled into the Ifland Puna to efcape his wrath; but in feeking

to avoyde him, he fell into as great a fnares forthe Iflanders affaulted him

one night , and knockt himto death with ftaves and clubs , togetherwith

forty Spaniards of his fellowship , that accompanied him in his flight,

and ftarted not fromhim in his death. Andthus the good andholy Monke,

for medling with, and fetting forward the murder offo many poore peo

ple,wasfor his paines and gooddeeds juftly rewardedby the Indians ofthat

Ifland .

Moreover,
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Moreover, after andbefide all theſe troubles, fedit ions, andcivil warres

of Peru, all they that returned from Spaine, fuffered fhipwracke forthe

moft part: for their fleet had fcarce attained the midst of their courfe,

whentherearoſefoterrible a tempeft, that of eighteen fhips, thirteen fo

perifhed, that they were never heard of after ; and of the fivewhich re-

mained, twowere tumbled backe to the coaft of Saint Dominick, all be-

rent and ſhivered in pieces ; other three were driven to Spaine, whereof

onehitting againſt the bay of Portugall, loft manyofher men : The Ad-

mirall her felfe of this fleet perifhed near unto Saint Lucar de Baramede,

withtwohundred perfons that were within her, andbut one onely of them

all got fafeintothe haven ofCalix, without dammage. Herewe may fee

how mightily thehand ofGodwas ſtretched forth tothe revenge of thofe

wickeddeeds and villanies which were committed by the Spaniards in

thofe quarters.

Peter Loys,baftardfon to Pope Paulthe third,wasonethat practiſed many

horriblevillanies, robberies,murthers, adulteries, inceft, and Sodomitries;

thinkingthat becauſe his father was Pope, therefore nowickedneffe was

unlawfull for him to commit. He wasby the report of all men, one of

themoſt notorious, vileft, and filthieft villaines that ever the world ſaw :

he forcedthe Biſhopof Faencetohis unnaturall luft, fo that the poorBi-

ſhop, with meeranger and grief that he ſhould be foabufed, died immedi-

ately. Beingmade Dukeof Plaiſenceand Parma, he exerciſed moſt cruell

tyranny towards manyof his fubjects ; infomuch, that divers Gentlemen

that couldnot brook nor endure his injuries, conceived an inward hate

against him, and confpired his death : andforto put in practiſethe fame,

they hired certain Ruffians and Royfters to watchtheopportunity offlay-

inghim ; yea, and they themselves oftentimes went apartwith theſe Roy-

fters, keepingthemfelvesupontheir guards, as if fome privateand parti-

cular quarrels had been in hand. One day as the Duke went in his horfe-

litter out of his Caſtle, with a great retinue, to fee certain Fortifications

which hehad prepared, being advertiſed by his father the Pope (bythe

helpeof Magicke which he practifed) to look diligently tohimfelfe the

tenth dayofSeptember : inwhich notwithſtandinghe was flain ; for as he

returned intohis Caſtle, the Confpiratours, to thenumberofthirty fix,

marchedbefore him, as it wereto dohim honour, but indeedto dohim

villany foras foon ashe was entred the Caſtle, they drew upthe draw-

bridge for fear ofhis retinue that werewithout, and commingto him with

their naked fwords, caft inhis teeth his tyranny, and foflewhim in his lit-

ter,togetherwith a Prieft,the mafter ofhis horfe, and five Almaignes that

were of his Guard : his dead body theyhungby a chain overthewals, and

fhaking it toandfro to the view of the people,threw itdowne headlong at

laft intothe ditch ; wherethe multitude to fhew their hates, wounded it

withdaggers, and trampled it under their feet : and fowhom they durft

nottouch in his life, beingdead they thus abuſed : and this befell uponthe

tenth dayof September, inthe year of our Lord 1547.

Someof the Bishops of Rome for their rare and notable vertues, and

the gloryof their brave deeds, may be honoured with this dignity, tobe

placed inthis worthyranke ; fortheir good conditions andbehaviours were

fuch, that no tyran, butcher,thief, robber, ruffian, nor any other, everex-

celled them incruelty, robbery, adultery, and fuch like wickedneffe, or

deferved
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deferved more the credit and reputationof this placethan they. Andhere

ofwehave a manifeft examplein Iobs the thirteenth, who pulling out the

eyes of fome of his Cardinals, cuttingout the tongues of others, hewing

off the hands, nofes, and privy members of others, fhewed himselfe a

paterne of fuch cruelty, as the world never faw the like he was accufed

before the Emperour otho, in a Synod, firſt for inceſt withtwo of his own

fifters : fecondly, for callingthe devill to helpe nim at dice : thirdly, for

promotingyoung infants to Bifhoprickes, bribedthereto by certain pieces

ofGold; fourthly, for the ravishing of maids andwives, and lying with

his fathers concubine : yea, and laftly, for lyingwthhis own mother, and

many other fuch monftrous villanies: forwhich caufehe was depofed from

the Papacy, though re-inftalled again by the fuit and cunningpractife of

his Whores ; bywhom as herecovered his triple Crown,fohe loft ſhortly

after his vicious life,by the meanes of a marriedwhore that betrayed him.

Pope Hildebrand, firnamed Gregory the feventh, was adorned with all Benne.

thefe good qualities, namelyto bebloudy minded, a poyfoner, a murthe-

rer, a conjurer, alfo a confulter with fpirits, and in aword, nothingbut a

Jumpeandmiffe ofwickedneffe : he was the ftirrer up of manybattels

against the Emperour Henry the fourth, and a provoker of his own fon to

depofe and poylon his father, ashedid : butthis wicked (I would fay holyy

Pope,was at laft banishedhis Cathedral City, to Salernum, whereheend

ed his dayes inmifery.

Pope Clement the fixth, of name contrary to his nature, for his incle-

mency,cruelty and pride towardstheEmperour Lewis of Bavaria, was in

tolerable ; he procured many horrible warres against the Empire, and

caufedthedestruction of twenty thoufandFrenchmen bythe King ofEng-

land, yeaand poyfonedthegoodEmperour alfo, fowell hewifhed to him:

Howbeit ere longhimfelfewas ftifled to death, and that fuddenly, not by

any practiſe of man, as it was thought, butby the efpeciall hand of God,

in recompence of all his notableacts.

Ball.

John the four andtwentieth was depofed bythe Councell of Conftance, Benne.

for thefe crimes following ; herefie, Simony, manflaughter poyfonings, Ball

coufenings, adultery, andfodomitry, andwas caft into prifon ; where re-

mainingthreeyeares, he falfelymade fhew of amendment of his wicked

life, andthereforewas graced with a Cardinals hat, but it was not that

whichhe expected ; for which caufewithdeſpight andgrief he died.

Inwould betoo long to run over the difcourfe of every particular Pope

of like conditions, and thereforewe will content our felves in brief with

the legendof Pope Alexander the fixth, reported by bytwo authours of

credit and renown, and unfufpected to wit, Guicciardine a Florentine

Gentleman, and Bembus a Venetian Cardinal : This man (faith Guicciar-

dine) attained to the Papacy not by worthineffe of vertues, butbyheavi-

neffe of bribes, and multitudeof fair promiſes made to the Cardinals for

his election, promifing large récompence to them that stood on his fide ;

whereupon manythat knew his courfe of life were filledwithaftonish-

ment, amongstwhomwas the King ofNaples, whohearing of this electi

on, complainedto his Queenwith teares, that therewas fuch a Pope crea-

ted that wouldbe a plague to Italyand all Chriftendom : befide, the great

viceswhich fwayed inhim, ofwhich the fameAuthourfpeaking, maketh

this Catalogue and pedegree in his own Language, which followeth : Co

Dd ftun

Guicciard.l.2.

Bembus.
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Guicciard.

lib.2.

Tib.6.

ftum (dit il) ofcenfiminon fincerita, non verita, nonfede, non religione ; avari-

tia infatiabile, ambitione immoderata, crudelta pinquebarbara, co ardentißima

cupidita di efcaltareinqualunquemodo, i figli voli, i qualierano molti : (that is

tofay)Hewas enduedwith most filthy conditions, and that neither fince-

rity, truth, faith, nor religion, was in him,but in ftead ofthem, covetous-

neffe unquenchable, ambitionunmeaſurable,morethan barbarous cruelty,

and a burning defire of promoting his own children (for he had many) by

what meanes foever. Heperfwaded King Charles the eighth of Franceto

undertakewar against Naples, and after he hadbrought himto it, prefent-

Venetian,bift . lyhe forfookhim, andentred a new league with the Venetians , and the

other Princes of Italy, to drivehim home again . This was he (faith Car-

dinal Bembus ) that fet Benefices and Promotions to fale, that he which

wouldgive moft might have moft; and that poyfoned Iohn Michelthe

Cardinal of Venice at Rome, for his goldand treafurewhichhe abounded

with whofe infatiable covetoufneffe provoked him tothe committall of

all mischief,tothe endhe might maintain the forces of his fon, whowent

about to bringthe wholelands & dominions ofall Italy,into his poffeffion:

in adulteries hewas moft filthy and abominable,in tyranny moſt cruell,and

in Magickmoftcunning,and therefore moft execrable : fuppingone night

with Cardinal Adrian, his very familiarfriend, in hisgarden,having fore-

appointed his deftruction that night by poyfon; throughthe negligence

andoverfightof hisbutler, to whom he had given the exploit incharge,

that wasdeceivedbymistaking the bottles, he dranke himfelfe the medi-

cinewhichhe had prepared for his good friend the Cardinal : and fohe

died(faith Bembu ) not withoutanevident markeofGods heavywrath, in

that hewhichhad flainfomanyPrinces and rich men to enjoy their trea-

fures, andwent now about tomurder his hoft which entertained him with

friendship & goodchear intohis houfe,wascaught in thefamefnare which

he had laid, anddeftroyedbythe fame meanes himfelfe, whichhe hadde-

ftinated for another :beingthus dead, the whole City ofRome (faith Guic-

ciardine) ran outwith greedineffe and joytobeholdhis carkaffe, not being

able to fatisfic their eyeswithbeholding the dead Serpent, wholevenome

of ambition, treachery, cruelty, adultery, and avarice, had impoyfoned

the whole world. Some fay, that ashe purpoſedto poyfon certain Cardi-

nals, he poyfoned his own father, thatbeing in their company, chancedto

get a fhare of hisdrugs : and that he was foabominable to abuſe his own

fifter Luerece in theway of filthineffe. When Zemesthe brother ofBajazet

theEmperourof the Turkescameand furrendred himselfe into his hands,

andwas admitted into his protection, he being hired with two hundred

duckets by Bajacet , gave poyfon to his new Client , even to him to

whomhee hadbefore fworne and vowed his friendship . befides, that hee

might maintain his tyranny, he demanded and obtained aid of the Turke

against the Kingof France , whichwas a moſt unchriſtian and antichri-

ftian part: hee caufed the tongue and two hands of Anthony Manci-

vellus(a very learned andwifeman) tobecut off, for an excellent Oration

whichhe made in reproof of his wicked demeanours and difhoneft life.

It is written moreoverby fome, that hewas fo affectionated tothe fervice

of his good lordand mafterthe devil, that he never attempted anything

without his counfelland advice ; who alfo prefentedhimselfe untohim at

his death in the habit of a poft, according to the agreementwhich was be-

twixt



Gods Iudgements.
Ofcalumniation & c.

twixt them and althoughthis wretched Antichrift ftrove against him for

life, alledgingthat his termewas not yet finished ; yet hewas enforced to

diflodge, anddepart into his proper place, where with horrible cries and

hideous fearfullgroanes hedied.
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the clemencie

Thuswefee how miferably fuch wretched and infamous mifcreants, and

fuch pernitious and cruell tyrants have ended their wicked lives, their force

and powerbeing execrable and odious , and therefore (as faith Seneca) not In his book of

able to continue anylong time, for that government cannot be firme and ofa Prince.

ftable, where there is no fhamenor fear to do evill, nor whereequity, ju-

ftice, faith, andpiety, with other vertues, are contemned and trodden un-

der foot: forwhen cruelty once beginneth to be predominate, it is foin-

fatiable, that it never ceafeth, but groweth every day from worfetoworſe,

byſtriving to maintain and defend old faults by new, untill the fear and

terrour of the poor afflicted and oppreffedpeople,witha continuall fource

and enterchange of evils which fuicharge them, converteth it felfe from

forcedpatience, towillingfury, and breaketh forth todo vengeanceupon

the tyrants headswith all violence ; whence arifeth that faying ofthe Sa-

tyricall Poettothe famefence ; where he faith,

Few Tyrans dyethedeaththat naturefends,

But mostarebrought byflanghter to their ends .

CHA P. XLVI.

OfCalumniation and falfe witneſſe bearing.

E have feen heretofore whatpuniſhments the Lord hath

laiduponthoſe that either vex their neigbours intheir

perfons, as in the Breakers ofthe fifth, fixth, and ſe-

venth Commandments or dammage them in their

goods, as inthe eighth : now let us look unto thofe that

feek to fpoil themof their good names, and robthem

of theircredit by flanderous reproaches, and falſe and

forged calumniatious, andbythat meanes goagainſt the ninth Command-

ment,which faith, Thoushalt not bear false witneſſe against thy neighbour : In

whichwords is condemned generally all flanders, all falfe reports, all defa-

mations,and all evill fpeeches elfewhatfoever,whereby the goodname and

credit of aman is blemished, ftained, or impoverished ; and thisfinwas

not onely inhibited bythe divine Law ofthe Almighty, but alsobythe

lawes of Natureand Nations : for there is no Countrey and People fo

barbarous, withwhomthefe pèrnitious kinde ofCreatures are notheldin

deteftation of tamebeafts (faith Diogenes) a flattèrer is worst, andof

wildebeaſts a backbiter or a flanderer : and not without great reafon, for

as there is no difeafe fo dangerous as that which is fecret, fothere is no

enemy fopernitious as hewhichunder the colour of friendſhip biteth and

flandereth us behinde our backs : but let us fee what judgement the Lord

hath fhewnuponthem, to the end the odioufneffe of this vice maymore

clearly appear.

Dd 2 And

Ad generum .
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Andfirst tobeginwith Doegthe Edomite, who falfly accuſed Achimelech

the High-Prieft untoSaul, forgiving fuccour unto David in his neceffity

and flight : forthough hetoldnothing but thatwhichwas true, yet ofthat

truth fomehe maliciously perverted, and fomehekept backe : and falfe-

hood confifteth not onely in plain lying, but alfo inconcealing and mif-

ufing the truth: for Achimelechindeed asked counfellof the Lord for Da-

vid, and miniftred unto him the Shew-breadand the fword of Goliah, but

not withany intent of malice against KingSaul for he fuppofed,andDavid

alfomade him beleeve, that he went about the Kings bufineffe, and that he

was ingreat favour withthe King: which laft clauſe the wickedaccufer

left out, andby that meanes not onely provokedthewrathof Saul, againſt

the High-Pricft, but alfowhen all other refufed, became himfelfe executi-

oner of his wrath, and murdered Acbimelech, with all the nation of the

Priefts, andfmoteNobthe City of thePricfts with the edge ofthefword,

bothman, andwoman, childe, and fuckling, oxe and affe, not leavingany

alive (fobeaſtlywas his cruelty) fave Abiathar onely, one of the fons of

Achimelech, that fledto David, and brought him tidings of this bloudy

maffacre. But didthis cruell accufer elcape Scot-free ? No, the Spirit of

Pfal.53.1.2.5 . God in the 52. Pfalme proclaimeth his judgement : Whyboastest thou in

shy wickedneffe thon Tyran ? Thy tongue imagineth mischief, and is like a harpe

rafor that cuttethdeceitfully, &c. but God shalldeftroy thee for ever, he shall

take thee andplucke thee out of thy tabernacle, and root thee out ofthe Landof

the living.

a King. 21.

Amos 7.17.

Efter 7. 10.

Nextto this manwemay juftly place Achabthe Kingof Ifrael, and reſa-

belhis wife, whoto the endto get poffeffion of Nabeths vineyard (which

beinghis inheritancehewouldnot part from) fubornedby hiswives per-

nitious counfell falfeaccufers, wickedmen, towitnefle againft Naboth, that

he had blafphemed God andthe King, and by that meanes caufed himtobe

ftoned todeath: but markethejudgement of God denounced againstthem

bothbythe mouth of Elias, for thiswicked fact : Haftthoukilled (faithhe)

andtakenpoffefsion? Thus faiththe Lord, In the place wherethe dogs lickedthe

bloudofNaboth,shalldogs even licke tby bloud also : andas forJefabel, dogs

fball eatherbythe wall of Lefrael: thy boufe fhallbe like the house of Jeroboam

the fan ofNabat willcut offfromAhab him that piffeth against the wall,&c.

Neither was this onely denounced, but executed alfo; as wemayreade,

1 Kin.22.38. & 2 Kin.9.36,37,&c. & 2Kin. 10.7,&c.

Amaziahthe Priest of Bethel under Ieroboam thewicked KingofKra-

el, perceiving howthe Prophet mes prophefied against the Idolatry of

that place, andoftheKing,he falfly accufedhimto Ieroboam, to have con-

fpired against him ; alfo heexhorted himto flie from Bethel, becauſe it

was the Kings Chappell, and flie into Judah, and prophefie there ; but

what faid theLordunto himbythe Prophet ? Thywife shallbe an harlotin

the city, thysons andthy daughtersſhall fall by the sword, andthylandshallbe

dividedby line, and thoushalt die in a polluted land : Loe there was thepu

nifhment of his falfe accufation.

How notable was the judgement that the Lord manifefted upon Hamon

the Syrian for his falfe accufing of the Jewes, tobe diſturbers of the Com-

mon-wealth, andbreakers of the lawes of King Abafuerofb ? Did not the

Lordturnehis mifchief upon his own head? The fame daythatwas ap-

pointed fortheir deftru&tion, theLordturned it tothe deſtructionoftheir

ene-
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enemies, and thefame gallowes which he prepared for Mordecaiwashe

himfelfehangedupon.

for
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Themen that falfly accuſed Daniel to King Darius, for breakingthe Dan. 6.

Kingsedict, which was, that none fhould make any requeſt unto any

thirty dayes ſpace, fave onely to the King himfelfe, fared no better: for

when astheyfound Danielpraying unto God, they prefently accuſed him

untothe King; urginghimwith the ftability whichought to be in the De-

crees of theKings of Media and Perfia, that ought not to be altered ; in

fuch fort, that King Darius(though againſt hiswill) commanded Daniel to

bethrowne amongit the Lions, to bedevoured of them ; butwhen hefaw

how miraculously the Lord preferved him from the teeth of the Lions,

and thereby perceived his innocency, he caufed his envious accufers to be

thrown intothe Lions den, with their wives and children, whowere de-

voured by the Lions erethey could fall to the ground.

Notorious is the example of the two Judges that accuſed Susanna, both

howſhe was delivered, andthey punished.

pre-

But let us come to prophane Hiftories: Apelles that famous Painterof

Ephefus, felt the fting andbitterneffe of this venomous viper, for he was

falflyaccuſedby Antiphilus another Painter, an envier of his art and ex-

cellent workemanfhip, to have confpired with Theodota against KingPtolo-

mie, andto havebeen the cauſe of the defection of Pelufium fromhim :

which accufation he laid againsthim, to the end that feeinghe could not Theat. Hifi.

attain to that excellency of art which he had, he might by this falfe

tence worke his diſgrace and overthrow; as indeedhe had effected, had not

great perfuafionsbeenuſed, and manifeft proofes alledgedof Apelles inno-

cency andintegrity : wherefore Ptolomie having made triall of the caufe,

and found out the falfe and wrongfull practife, he moft justlyrewarded

Apelleswithanhundred talents, and Antiphilustheaccufer with perpetu-

all fervitude : uponwhich occafion Apelles in remembrance of that dan-

ger paintedout Calumniation onthis manner ; a Woman gayly attired,

and dreffed with an angry and furious countenance, holding in her left hand

a torch, and withher right a young man by the hair of the head, before

whom marched an evill favoured fluttish ufher, quicke-fighted, and pale-

faced, called Envy, at her right hand fat a fellowwith long eares like King

Midas toreceive tales, andbehinde her two waitingmaids, Ignorance and :

Sufpition. Andthus the witty Painter, to delude his own evill hap, ex-

preffedthe lively Imageandnature of that detracting fin.

Vide L.1.c.12.

Example of

Nero.

Eufeb. 1.9. c.6.
Thistricke ufed Maximinusthe Tyran to deface the Doctrine and Reli-

gion of Chrift in his time ; for when he faw that violence andtorments

prevailed not, but that like the Palme, the more it wastrodden and op- Nicep.1.7.c.27

preffed, the more it grew, heufedthis fubtilty and craft to undermine it :

he publisheddivers bookes full of Blafphemy, of a conference betwixt

Chrift and Pilate, andcaufed them tobe taughtto children in ftead of their

first elements, that they might no fooner fpeak thanhate and blafpheme

Chrift: Morcover, he constrained certain wicked lewdwomento avouch

that theywere Chriftians, and that vile filthineffe was dayly committed

bythem intheir affemblies ; which alfohepublished far and near inwri-

ting : howbeit, for all this the Lords truth quailed not , but fwum as it

were againstthe ftream, andencreaſed in defpight ofEnvy and fortheſe

falfe accufers, they were puniſhed one after another with notablejudge-

Dd 3 ments ;
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Euf.l.5.cap.21.

ments ; for one that was a chiefe doer therein becamehis owne murderer,

and Maximin himfelfewas confumed with wormes and rottenneffe , as

hathbeene fhewed in the former Booke.

It was a lawamong the Romans , that ifany man had enforced an accu-

fation againſt another, either wrongfully, unlawfully, or without probabi-

lity, both his legs fhould bebroken, in recompence ofhis malice: which

cuſtome, as it was laudable and neceffary, fo was it put in execution at di-

Nicep.l.4.6.26 . vers times, as namely under the Emperour Commodus , when a prophane

wretch accufed Apollonius (a godly and profeft Chriftian, and afterward a

conftant martyr ofChrift Jefus ) before the Judges , of certaine grievous

crimes, whichwhen he couldby no colour or likelyhood oftruth convince

and prove, theyadjudged himto that ignominious punishment to have his

legs broken, becauſe he had accufed and defamed a manwithout cauſe.

Nicep.1.8.c.46.

PhilipMelanct.

Euftathius Bishop of Antioch , a man famous for eloquence in fpeech,

and uprightneffe oflife,whenas hee impugned the herefie ofthe Arrians,

was circumvented by them , and depofed from his Bishopricke bythis

meanes : they fuborned a naughty ftrumpet to come in with a childe in her

armes , and in anopen Synod oftwo hundred and fifty Biſhops to accuſe

him ofadultery , and to fweare that hee had got that childe of her body :

which though hedenied conftantly, and no juft proofe could bebrought a-

gainst him, yet the impudent ftrumpets oath tooke fuch place, that bythe

Emperours cenfure hee was banished from his Bishopricke ; howbeit ere

long his innocency was knowne , for the faid ftrumpet being defervedly

touched with the finger of Gods juftice in extreame fickneffe, confeffed the

whole practiſe, how the was fuborned by certaine Bishops to flander this

holy man, and that yet fhewas not altogether a lyar , for one Euftathius a

handy-crafts man got the childe, as fhee hadfworne, and not Euftathius the

Biſhop.

The like flander the fame hereticks deviſed againſt Athanafius in a Sy-

Chron.lib. 3. nod convocated by Constanting the Emperour, at Tyrus ; for theyfuborned

Nicep-19.6.23 a certaine lewdwomanto exclaime upon the holy man inthe open affem-

bly, for ravishing ofher that laft night against her will : which flander he

fhifted offbythis devife, he fent Timotheus the Presbyter ofAlexandria in-

tothe Synod in his place , who comming tothewoman , asked her before

them all, whether the durft ſay that he had ravifhed her ; to whom ſhe re-

plyed , yea,I ſweare and vow that thou haft done it (for fhee fuppofed it to

have beene Athanafius, whom thee neverfaw) whereat the whole Synod

perceived the cavill ofthe lying Arrians, and quitted the innocency ofthat

good man. Howbeit theſe malicious hereticks feeing this practiſe not to

fucceed, invented another worſethen the former; forthey accufed himto

have flaine one Arfenius, whom theythemselves kept fecret ; and that hee

carried one ofhis hands about him, wherewithhewrought miraclesbyen-

chantment : but Arfenius, touched by the fpirit of God, ftole away from

them, and cameto Athanafim , to the end he fhould receive no damage by

his abfence, whom hebrought in tothe Judges , and fhewed them both his

hands, confounded his accufers withfhame of their malice, infomuch as

they ranne awayfor feare, and fatisfied the Judges both ofhis integrity,

and their envious calumniation : the chiefe Broker of all this mifchiefe

was Stephanus Bishop ofAntioch, but hewas degraded from his Biſhop-

ricke, and Leontius elected in his roome.

In
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Inour English Chronicleswe have recorded a notable hiſtory tothe like

effect of KingCanutus the Dane, who after much trouble, being eſtabliſhed

in the Kingdome ofEngland, caufed a Parliament to bee held at London ;

where (amongſt other things there debated) it was propounded tothe Bi--

fhops, Barons, and Lords of that Affembly ,Whether inthe compofition

made betwixt Edmond and Canutus any ſpeciall remembrancewas made for

the children or brethren of Edmond, touching any partition of any part of

the land ? which the English Lords, flattering theking, though falfly and

against the truth, yea and against their owne confciences, denied to be ; and

not onelyfo, but for the Kings pleaſure confirmed their falſe words with a

more falfeoath, that to the uttermoft of their powers theywould put off

the bloud ofEdmond from all right and intereſt : by reafon ofwhich oath

and promiſe they thought to have purchafed with the King great favour ;

but bythejuft retribution of God it chanced farre otherwife : for many

them, or the most part, eſpecially fuch as Canutus perceived to have fworne

fealtie before time to Edmond and his heires , he miftrufted and difdained

ever after; infomuch, that fome he exiled, many he beheaded,and divers by

Gods juft judgement died fuddenly.

of

In the Scottish Chronicles we read how Hamilton the Scot was brought

unto his death bythe falfe accufation of a falfe Frier called Campbel: who

being in the fire ready to be executed, cited and fummoned the faid Frier to

appeare beforethe high God, as generall Judge ofall men, to answerto the

innocency ofhis death,and whether his accufationwere juſt or not, betwixt

that and a certaine day ofthe next moneth,whichhe there named. Nowfee

the heart and hand ofGod againſt a falfe witneffe, ere that day camethe Fri-

er died without any remorfe ofconfcience ; and no doubt he gave a fharpe

account to Almighty Godofhis malicious and unjuſt accufation .
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In the yeare of our Lord 1105 , Henry Archbishop of Mentz , being

complained ofto the Pope , fent a learned man, a fpeciall friend ofhis, to

excufe him, named Arnold; one for whom he had much done , and promo-

ted to great livings and promotions : but this honeft man in ſtead ofan ex-

cufer became an accufer ; for hee bribed the two chiefeftCardinals with

gold, and obtained ofthe Pope thofe two to be fent Inquifitors about the

Archbishops cafe : The which comming into Germany , Tummoned the

faid Henry, andwithout either law or juftice, depofedhim from his Arch-

bishoprick, and fubftituted in his place Arnold, upon hope ofhis Ecclefi-

afticall gold: Whereupon that vertuous and honourable Henry is repor-

ted to haveſpoken thus untothofe perverfe Judges : IfI ſhould appeale to A&ts and Mo-

the Apoftolike Sea, for this your unjuſt proceffe had against me, perhaps I numents .

fhouldbut lofe my labour, and gaine nothingbut toyle ofbody, loffe of

goods, affliction ofminde, and care of heart : Wherefore I doe appeale to

the Lord Jefus Chrift, as to the moſt higheſt and juft Judge, and cite

before his judgement feat , there to anfwer for this wrong done unto me;

forneither juftly, nor godly, but corruptly, and unjustly, have you judged

mycaufe. Whereuntothey fcoffingly faid , Goeyou firft, andwewill fol-

low. Not long after, the faid Henry dyed : whereofthe two Cardinals ha-

ving intelligence, faid one to the other jeftingly, Beholdhe is gone before,

and wee muſt follow accordingto our promife. And verily they fpoke

truer than theywere aware ; for within a while after theybothdyed in one

day: the one fitting upon a jakes to cafe himselfe , voyded out all his en-

you

trailes
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AЯts and Mo-

700.

trailes intothe draught, and miferably ended his life : the other gnawingoff

the fingers of his hands, and fpittingthem out ofhis mouth, (all deformed

in devouring ofhimfelfe) died. And in likewife not long after the faid Ar-

noldwas flaine ina fedition, and his body for certaine dayes lying ſtinking

above theground unburied, was opentothe fpoyle ofevery raskall and har-

lot. And this was the horrible end ofthis falfe accufer, and thoſe corrup-

ted Judges.

Thus were two Cardinals puniſhed for this finne : and that we may fee

that the holy father the Pope is no betterthan his Cardinals, and that God

fpareth not him no more thanhe did them ; let us heare howthe Lord

nifhed one ofthat ranke forthis crime.

pu-

It is not unknowne, that Pope Innocent the fourth condemned the Em-

perour Frederickeat the Councell at Lyons, his caufe being unheard , and

before hee could come to anſwer for himſelfe : For when the Emperour,

beingfummonedto appeare at the Councell , made all hafte heecould thi-

therward, and defired to have the day of hearing his caufe prorogued , till

that he might conveniently travell thither ; the Pope refufed , and contra-

ry to Gods law, to Chriftian Doctrine , tothe prefcript ofthe law ofna-

ture and reaſon, and to all humanity , without probation ofany crime, or

pleading any cauſe, or hearing what might be anfwered, taking uponhim

to be both Adverſary and Judge, condemned the Emperour being abſent.

What morewicked fentence was ever pronounced? What morecruell fact

(confidering the perfon) might be committed ?

But marke what vengeance God tooke upon this wicked Judge. The

writers ofthe Annals record, that when Fredericke the Emperour,and Con-

rade his fonne were both dead , the Pope gaping for the inheritance ofNa-

ples and Sicilie, and thinkingbyforce to have fubdued the fame , cameto

Napleswith a great hoaft ofmen : wherewas heard in his court manifeft-

ly pronounced this voyce ; Veni mifer adjudicium Dei , Thou wretch come

toreceive thy judgement ofGod. And the next day the Pope was found in

his bed dead , all black and blew, as thoughhe had beene beaten with bats.

And this was the judgement ofGodwhichhe came unto.

To this Pope and theſe Cardinals let us adde an Archbishop, and that

numents, pag. ofCanterbury ; to wit, Thomas Arundel, uponwhomthe juftice ofGodap-

peared no leffe manifeftly than onthe former : For after hee hadunjuftly

given fentence againſt the Lord Cobham, he died himselfe before him ; be-

ing fo ftriken in his tongue, that he could neither fwallow nor fpeake for a

certaine ſpace before the time ofhis death.

Hither might be adjoyned the vengeance ofGod upon Juftice Morgan

whocondemned to death the innocent Lady Lane ; but prefently after fell

madde , and fo dyed , having nothing in his mouth but Lady lane , Lady

Iane.

Inthe reigne ofKing Henrythe eighth,one Richard Long,a man ofarmes

in Calice , borefalfe witneffe againſt maſter Smith,the Curate ofour La-

dy Pariſh in Calice , for eating flesh in Lent , which hee never did : but

hee efcaped not vengeance; for fhortly after he defperately drownedhim-

felfe. A terrible example unto all fuch as are ready to forfweare them-

felves ona Bookeupon malice, or fome other caufe : a thing in theſe dayes

over rife everywhere, andalmoſt ofmoftmen little or nothing regarded.

About the fametime one Gregory Bradway committed the fame crime

of
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offalfe accufation againſt one Broke,whom being driven thereuntobyfeare

and conftraint, he accuſed to have robbed the Cuſtome-houſe, wherein hee

was a Clerke, of foure groats every day ; and to this accufation he ſubſcri-

bed his hand but for the fame preſently felt upon him the heavy hand

ofGod; for being grieved in his confcience for his deed , hee firft with a

knife enterpriſed to cut his owne throat ; but being not altogether dif

patched therewith, the Gaoler commingup and preventing his purpoſe ,

hee fell forthwith into a furious frenzie ; and in that cafe lived long time

after.
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numents.
Hitherto wemay adde the exampleofone William Feming,who accufed an Acts and Mo-

honeft man called tohnCooper, of fpeakingtrayterous words againſt Queene

Mary, and all becauſe he would not fell him two goodly bullockes which

he much defired : forwhich caufe the poore manbeing arraigned at Berry

in Suffolke, was condemnedto death by reafon oftwo falſewitneſſes which

the faid Feming had fuborned for that purpoſe , whoſe names were White

and Greenwood; to this poore manwas hanged, drawne, and quartered, and

his goods taken from his poore wife and nine children, which are left de-

ftitute of all helpe : but as for his falfe accufers , one of them died moſt

miferably; for in harvest timebeing well and lufty, ofa fudden his bowels

fellout of his body, and fohe perifhed : the other twowhat ends they came

unto, it is not reported ; butfurethe Lord hath referved a fufficient pu-

nifhment for all fuch as they are.
A&ts and Mo-

numents.pag.
Manymore bethe examples of this finne, and judgements upon it ; as

the Pillories at Weſtminſter, anddaily experience beareth witneffe ; but 100.

theſe that wehave alledged fhall fuffice for this purpoſe: becauſe this finne

is coufin Germane unto perjury, ofwhich youmayread more at large in

the formerbooke. It fhouldnowfollow by courfe oforder, ifwee would

not pretermit anythingofthe law ofGod,tofpeakoffuch as have offended

againſt the tenth Commandement, andwhat punishment hath enfuedthe

fame: but forfomuch as all fuch offences for the most part are included

under the former, ofwhichwee have already ſpoken ; and that there is no

adultery, nor fornication, nor theft, nor unjuft warre, but it is annexed to,

and proceedeth from the affection andthe refolution ofanevill and difor-

dinate concupifcence , as the effect from the caufe: therefore it is not ne-

ceffary tomakeany particular recitall of them , more than maywell bee

collected out ofthe former examples added hereunto ; that in evill concu-

pifcence and affection ofdoing evill,which commeth notto act, (though it

be inthe fight ofGodcondemned to everlaſting torments)yet it doth notfo

much incurre and provoke his indignation, that a man fhould for that one-

ly cauſe bebrought to apparent deftruction , andbe made an example to

others, towhom the finne is altogether darke andunknowne : thereforewe

willproceed in our purpoſe without intermeddling in fpeciall with this

laft Commandement.

CHAP. XLVII.
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CHAP. XLVII.

That Kings and Princes ought to looke to the execution ofIuftice,

for the puniſhment ofnaughty and corrupt manners.

O man ought to be ignorant ofthis, that it is the duty

ofa Prince, not onely to hinder the courfe offin from

burstinginto action,but alfoto punish the doers ofthe

Jame ; makingboth civill justice to be adminiftred up-

rightly, andthe lawofGod toberegarded andobferved

inviolably for to this end are they ordained of God,

that by their meanes every one might live a quiet and

peaceable life, in all godlineffe and honefty: tothewhich end the mainte-

nance and adminiſtration ofjuftice beingmost neceffary, they ought not fo

to diſcharge themſelves of it , as to tranflate it upon their Officers and

Judges, but also to looke to the execution thereof themselves, as it is moſt

needfull: for iflaw(which is the foundation ofjuſtice) be (as Plato faith) a

fpeechleffe and dumbe Magiftrate ; who fhall give voyce and vigor unto it,

ifnot heethat is in fupreame and foveraigneauthority ? For which caufe

Deut.17.18.19 . the King is commanded in Deuteronomy , To have before him alwayes the

Booke ofthe Law, to the end to doe juftice and judgement toevery one in

the feare of God. Andbefore the creationoftheKings in Ifrael, the chiefe

Captaines and Soveraignes amongst them were renowned with no other

title nor quality, than of Judges, In the timeof Deborah the Propheteffe,

though fhe was a woman, the weaker veffell ; yet becauſe fhehad the con-

ducting and governing of the people , they came unto her to feeke judge-

ment. It is faid of Samuel, that he judged Ifrael fo long, till beingtyred

with age, and not able to beare that burdenany longer , hee appointed his

fonnes for Judges in his ftead : who when through covetoufneffe they per-

verted juftice, and did not executejudgement like their father Samuel,they

gave occafion to the people to demaund aKing , that they might bejudged

and governed after the manner of other Nations : whichthings fufficient-

lydeclared, that in oldtime the principall charge ofKings was perfonally

to adminifter juftice and judgement, and not as nowto transferre the care

thereofto others.

Judg. 4.

1 Sam. 7.8.

I Chron, 18.

& Sam. 15.

zSám.14.

1King3.

The fame we read of King David, of whom it is faid , That during his

reigne he executed juftice and judgement , amonghis people: and in ano-

ther place, Thatmencame unto him for judgement, and therefore he dif-

dained not to heare the complaint ofthewoman ofTekoah ; fhewing him-

felfeherein a good Prince, and as the Angel of God, toheare good and evill:

for this caufe Solomon defired not riches, nor long life oftheLord,but awife

and diſcreet heart to judge his people , and to difcerne betwixtgoodand e-

vill : which requeftwas foagreeable and acceptable to God, that heegran-

ted it unto him;fo that he obtained fuch an excellent meaſureofincompara-

blewifedome, that hewascommended and reputed more for it,than forall

his great riches and precious treaſurebefide. There is mention made in the

Book of the Kings ofhis judiciall thronewherinheuſedto fit andhearethe

caufes ofthe people,and executejufticeamongthem; and albeithewasthe

moft
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moſt puiffant and glorious King ofthe earth, yet notwithstanding hee

fcorned not to hear twoharlots plead before him about the controverfieof

adead infant.

à
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Jeram Kingof Ifracl, fon of Achab, though a man that walked not up- King. 6.

rightly before God, but gave himfelfe toworke abomination in his fights

yet be defpifed not the complaint ofthe poor affamifhed woman of Sa-

maria, when the demanded juftice at his hands, although it was in the time

ofwarwhenLawes ufe tobe filent,and in the befieging and famifhment of

the City; neitherdid he reject the Sunamites requeft, for the recovery of aKing. 8.

herhouſeand lands, but caufedthemtobe reftoreduntoher. Sothat then

it is manifeft, that thofe Kings which inoldtime reigned over the People

ofGod, albeit they had in every City Judges, yeaand in Jerufalem allo,

as it appeareth inthe nineteenth Chapter ofthe fecond Book of Chro-

nicles; yet they ceafed not for all that to give car to fuits and complaints

that weremade unto them, and to decide controverfies thatcameto their

knowledge; andfor thiscaufe it is that Wiſdomfaith, Thatby her Kings Prov. 8. 15.

reigne, and Princes decreejuftice : whereunto alfo belongeth that which

islaid in another place, That aKing fitting in the Throneofjudgement Prov.sq6,

chafethaway all evill withhis eyes.

·

Moreover, that this wasthe greatest partofthe Office andduty ofKings

in antienttimes to feethe adminiftration ofjustice, Homerthe Poet may

be a fufficient witneffe, whenhefaith of Agamemnon, That the Scepter

and Lawwascommittedto him byGod, todo right to every man: an-

fwerable to thewhich, Virgil(defcribingthe Queen of Carthage) faith,

Shefat injudgement inthemidst ofher People: as iftherewasnothing

morebefeeming fuch a perfon than fuch an action. And therefore the

Poets not without caule feigne Iupiter alwayes tohave Themis (that is to

fay, Juſtice) at hiselbow ; fignifyingthereby, not that what foever Kings

and Princes didwas just and lawfull, be it never fo vile in it own nature(as

that wanton flatterer Anaxarchus ſaid to Alexander) but that equity and

juſticeſhouldalwayes accompany them, and never depart fromtheir fides.

Andhereupon it was that Eacus, Minos, and Radamanthus the first Kingof

Græcia, wereſo renowned ofold antiquity, becauſe of their true and up-

rightexecution of Justice,andthereforewerenothonoured with any grea-

ter titlethan the name of Judges.

It is faidofKingAlexander, that although hewas continuallybufied in Plutarch.

affaires ofwar, andof givingbattels, yethewouldfit perfonally in judge-

ment tohear criminall caufes and matters of importance pleaded ; and

that whileftthe accufer laid open his accufation, he would ſtop oneear

with his hand, to the endthat the other might be keptpure andwithout

prejudice, for the defence, and anfwer of theaccufed. The Roman Empe- Suetoń:

rours alſowere very carefull and diligent in this behalfe : as firft Iulius Ca-

far, whois recorded tohavetakengreat paines ingiving audience to par-

ties, andindealingjuftice betwixt them. In like manner Auguftus Cafar is

commended for his care and travell in this behalfe: for he would ordi-

narily fit injudgement uponcaufes and controverfies of his fubjects, and

that withfuch great delight and pleasure, that oftentimesnightwas fainto

interrupt his courfe, beforehiswillwas to relinqui hat yea, thoughhe

foundhimselfe evill at cafe,yetwould he not omit toapply himselfetothe

divifion ofjudgement, or elfe calling the partiesbefore him to hisbed.

The
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Aimo,

The Emperour Claudius, thougha man otherwife of a dull and groffe

fpirit, yet inthis refpect he difcharged the dutyof a good Prince, for that

he would intermeddle with hearing his fubjects caufes, and do right unto

them: hechanced once to make a very pretty and witty end of a fuit be-

twixt a fon andhis mother, whodenying and difclaiming him tobeher for,

was bythe Emperour commanded to marry him ; and fo left he should

agree tothat mifchief, was conſtrained to acknowledge and avow himfor

her fon andtobe fhort, it was very ordinary and ufuall amongthe Em-

perours, to takeknowledge ofmatters controverted, but efpeciallyof cri-

minallandcapitallcaufes ; bymeanes whereof the Apostle Paul, defirous

to fhun the judgement and lyings inwait of his enemies the Jewes , ap-

pealed from them to Cafar ; whichhe would never have done, ifCafar had

not infomefort uſed to meddle with fuch affaires ; and for further proof

hereof, hither maybe addedthe faying which is reported of Nero, in the

beginningof his reigne, That when he ſhould figne with his hand a fen

tenceof death againſt a condemned perfon, he wished that he could nei-

therwrite nor reade, to the endto avoid that neceffary action.

Theboldanfwer of an oldwomanto theEmperour Adrian is verywor-

thy tobe remembred ; who appealing and complaining to the Emperout

of fome wrong, whenheanſwered that hewas not at leafurethen tohearher

fuit, fhe toldhimboldly and plainly, That thenhe ought not to be at lea

fure tobe her Emperour : which ſpeechwent fonearthe quickeunto him,

that ever afterhe fhewed more facility and courtefie towardsall men that

had any thingtodowith him. The Kings of France uſed alfo this cuſtome

of hearing anddeciding their ſubjects matters, as wereade of Charlemagne .
theKing

and
Emperour, who commanded that he fhould be made ac

quaintedwithall matters of importance, andtheir iffues, throughout his

Realme. KingLew the first treadingthe fteps of his father Charlemagne,

accuſtomed himfelfe three dayes in a week to hear publiquelyin his pal-

lace the complaints andgrievances of his people,andto right theirwrongs

and injuries. King Lewis, firnamed the Holy, a little before his death

in chargeto his on that ſhould fucceed him inthe Crown, amongst other,

this precept, Tobe carefullto bear a ftroke in feeing the diftributionof

juftice, and that it ſhould not be perverted nor depraved.

CHAP. XLVIII.

Offuch Princes as have madeno reckoning ofpunishing vice,

norregardedthe estate of their People.

gave

T cannot chufe but be a great confufion in a Common-

wealth, when juftice fleepeth, and when the fhameleffe

boldneffe of evill doers is not curbed in withany bridle,

but runneth it own fwinge ; and therefore a Confull of

Romecould fay, That it was anevil thingto have aPrince,

underwhom licence and liberty is given to everymanto

dowhat him lifteth : forfomuch then as this evill proceedeth from the

carelefneffe and flothfulneffe of thofe that holdthe fterne of government

in
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in their hands, it cannot bebut fome evill must needs fall uponthem for

the fame : the truth of this mayappear inthe perfon of Philip ofMacedony

(whom Demosthenes the Orator noteth for a treacherous and falfe dealing

Prince : )after that hehad fubdued almoſt all Greece, not fo muchbyopen

war, asbyfubtilty, craft, and furprife, and that being inthe top of his

glory,he celebrated at one time the marriage of his fon Alexander, whom

he had lately madeKing of Epire, and of oneof his daughters, withgreat

pompeand magnificence; as he was marching withall his trainbetwixt

the twobridegroomes (his own fon and his fon in law) to fee the sports

and paftimes whichwereprepared for the folemnity of the marriage, be-

holdfuddenly a youngMacedonian Gentleman calledPaufanias,ran at him,

andflew himinthemidſtofthe preafe,for not regardingtodohim juftice,

whenhe complained of an injury done unto himbyone of the Peeres of

the Realme.
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Tatius, thefellow King of Romewith Romulus, for not doingjuſtice in Plutarch.

punishing certain of his friends and kinsfolkes that had robbed andmur-

dered certain Embaffadours which came to Rome, and for makingtheir

impunityan example for other malefactors bydeferringand protracting,

anddifappointingtheir puniſhment, was fowatchedbythe kindred of the

flain, that theyflew himevenashewas facrificingto his gods, becauſe they

couldnot obtainjufticeathis hands.nad tals of a mousi die gom

What happenedtotheRomans for refufingtodeliver an Embaſſadour, Titus Livius.

who(contrary to the lawofNations comminguntothem) played the part Plutarch.

of anenemytohisownCountrey, even wellnighthe totall overthrowof

them andtheirCity: forhavingbythis meanesbrought uponthemfelves

the calamity of war, theywere at the firft difcomfitedby the Gaules who

purſuingtheirvictory, entredRome, and flew all that came in theirway,

whether menor women, infants or aged perfons, and after manydayes

Spent in the pillage and fpoiling of thehouſes, at laft fet fire onall, andut-

terly deftroyed thewholeCity.modry.

ChilderickeKingof France is notified for an extreme dullard andblock- Paulur Amil.

head, and fuch a one ashad no care or regarduntohis Reame, but that Iî-

ved idlely and flothfully, without intermedling with the affaires off the

Common-wealth: for he laid all the charge andburden ofthemupon Pe

pin his Lieutenant Generall, andtherefore was byhim juftly depofed from

hisroyall Dignity, andmewed upina Cloyster of Religion to become a

Monke, becauſe hewasunfit for any good purpoſe: and albeit that this

fudden change and mutationwas very ftrangey yer thereenfued notrouble

norcommotion in theRealmethereupon ; foodiouswas he becometo the

whole land for his droufie and idle difpofition. Forthe fame caufe didthe

Princes Electorsdepofe Vencefansthe Emperour from the Empire, and

eftablished another in his room. oltu qorq low bus quidł zbw of detoda

King Richard of England, among other foul faultswhichhe was guilty

of, incurredgreateſt blame forthis, becauſe he fuffered many theeves and

robbers to roveupand down the Land unpunished : for which caufe the

Citizens of London commenced a high fuit against him, and compelled

him havingreignedtwoandtwentyyeares, to layafidethe Grown, andre-

figne it toanother, in the prefence ofall the States, andTdiedprifoner in

the Tower.

Moreover,this isnofmall defect of justice, when menof authoritydo

Ee no

Paulus Emili
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Exod. 21.

Deut. 19.

not onely pardon capitall and deteftable crimes, but alfograceand favour

the doers ofthem: and this neither ought nor canbedone by a foveraigne

Prince, without overpaffingthe bounds ofhis limited power, whichcan in

nowayes difpence with the lawofGod , whereunto even Kings themselves

are fubject: for astouchingthe willing and confiderate murderer , Thou

fhali plucke himfrom my Altar (faith the Lord) thathe may die, thy eye shall

not pare him, to the end it may goe well with thee whichwas put in practife

in thedeath of Ioab, whowas flaine inthe Tabernacle ofGod , holding his

hands upon the hornes ofthe Altar : for he is no leffe abhominable before

God that justifieth the wicked,thanhethat condemneth thejufta andhere-

Nicb.Gilles. upon that holy King S.Lewis, when hehad granted pardon to a malefactor,

revoked it againe, after better confideration ofthematter ; faying, That he

wouldgive no pardon, except the cafe deferved pardon bythe law , for it

was a worke of charity and pitty to puniſh an offendor ; and not to punish

crimeswas as much asto committhem.

I King. 2.

Prov. 17.

Pbil.Com.

In theyeare ofour Lord 978, Egelredethe fonne of Edgare and Alphred,

KingofEngland, was aman ofgoodly outward ſhape and vifage, butwhol-

ly given to idleneffe, and abhorringall Princely exerciſes : befides,he was a

lover ofryot anddrunkenneffe, and uſed extreame cruelty towards his fub-

jects havinghis cares open to all unjust complaintss in feats ofarmes of all

menmoft ignorant : fo that his cruelty made himodious to hisfubje&s,

and his cowardife encouraged ftrange enemies to invade his kingdome; by

meanes whereof England was fore afflicted with warre, famine and pefti

lence. In his time (as a juft plague for his negligence in Governement)

decayed the noble Kingdome of England, and became tributary to the

Danes for everwhenthe Danes oppreffedhim withwarre, he would hire

them awaywith fummes ofmoney, without makingany refiftance against

them : infomuch, that from tenthousandpoundsbythe yeare, the tribute

arofein fhort space to fifty thoufand: wherefore hedeviseda new tricke,

andfought bytreacherie to deftroythem, fendingfecret Commiffionersto

the Magiftrates throughout the Land that upon a certaine day and houre

affigned , the Danes fhould fuddenly and joyntly bee murdered : Which

maffacrebeing performed , turned to be the caufe ofgreater mifery : for

Swaine KingofDenmarke hearing ofthe murder ofhis countrey-men, lan-

ded with a ſtrange army indivers parts ofthis Realme, and fo cruelly with

out mercy and pitty fpoyled the Countrey , and flewthe people, that the

Englishmen were brought to moftextreame andunspeakable mifery , and

Egetrede the King driven to flie with his wife and children to Richard

Duke of Normandie , leaving the whole Kingdome to bee poffeffed of

Swaine. D

Stow Chron. Edward the fecondof that name may well beplaced inthis ranke : for

thoughhewas faire and well proportioned ofbody, yet hewas crookedand

evill favoured in conditions for heewas fodifpofed to lighthefle and va-

hity, that he refufed the companyofhis Lordsand men ofhonour , and

haunted amongstvillaines andvile perfons ; hedelighted in drinking and

riot,and loved nothing leffe than to keep fecret his owne counfailes, though

never foimportant; fo that helet the affaires ofhisKingdome runneat fit

andat fevens : Tothefevices he added the familiarity ofcertaine evill dif-

poſed fellowes, as Pierce de Gauefton, and Hughthe Spencers ; whoſe wanton

counfell he following, neglectedto order his Common-wealth byfadneffe,

difcretion,



Gods Judgements. How rare good Princes,&c

difcretion , and juftice : which thing cauſed firſt great variance betwixt

him and his nobles, ſo that ſhortly he became to them moſt odious, and in

the end was deprived ofhis kingdome : for the Scots that were fo curbed

in his fathers dayes, now playd rex through his negligence,and mademany

irruptions into his land , killing and difcomfiting his men at three fundry

battailes : befides, Charles ofFrance did him much feath upon his lands in

Gafconie and Guyan ; and at laft Ifabell his ownewife , with the helpe of

Sir John ofHenault and his Henowaies (towhom the nobles and commons

gave their affiftance) tooke him anddeprived him ofhis crowne , inſtalled

his young fonne Edward in his place , keeping him in prifon at Bartcley ,

where not long after hewas murdered by Sir Roger Mortimer. Ma

CHAP. XLIX.

10%

How rare andgeafongood Princes have beene at all times.

Tappearethby all theſe former hiftories,what a multi-

tude there hath beene ofdiffolute, proud,cruell,and vi-

cious Princes, and oftyrans andoppreffors,fo that the

number ofgood & vertuous ones feemeth to havebeen

but fmall in compariſon ofthem: whichis alfo intima-

ted bythetenorofthehiftories ofthe Kings ofJuda &

Ifrael,ofwhom (beingin number forty) but ten onely

were foundthat pleafed God in their reignes, and they

ofJuda; and yet ofthem ten,one was corrupted in his old age, andfell away

tovile iniquities: but ofIfrael there was not one that demeaned not himſelf

evill inhis eftate, and dealt not unjustly andwickedly before the Lord. As

forthe first Emperors,what manner ofmen theywere for themoſt part,we

havealreadyfufficiently declared : Wherefore itwas not unfitly ſpoken of

him, that jeafting-wife told the Emperor Claudius, That all the good Cafars

might be engraven inone little ring, theywere fofew : fothat then a King

or Prince endued with vertue, bounty, and clemency , and that loveth his

fubjects, endeth ftrifes, and kindleth concord, is a fpeciall note ofGods fa-

vour, and a gift ineftimable; and that people that hath fuch a Prince for

theirfupport and ſtay,are infinitely bleffed; they lieas it were upon a

funniebanke, and ride in a moſt ſafe and quiet haven, whileft others are ex-

pofedand laid open to the cruelty of time , and are toffed and turmoyled

withthe waves of calamitie and oppreffion ; therefore this may be their

fongofmirth and rejoycing , whileft other nations fing nothingbut wella-

daies :

Afad afflictedfoule, allpale withgriefe andwrong,

Being eafdfromfence ofdole, dothftraitway changehisfong.

From moane to mirth, for why his thick andcloudy night,

Is turn'd topurity of Titans glorious light.

Theragingstorme is past ,andfeare ofshipwrackegone,

Theirweary hips at last acalmiefhorehavewon.

ThePilotfafely lies repofedunderlee,

Notfearingfrowne ofskies, or other miferie.

Ee 2 The
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Efay 3.

Thestrong and mighty blafts offurious winds areſtill,

They doeno more caft downe huge Firretrees at their will :

Apleasantgalefucceeds offruitfullZephyrus,

Whichrecreates the feeds ofspring voluptuous,

Pack hence you wicked ones,withall your equipage

Ofmurdering champions, envenomed with rage:

Yourhorse are tir'dwith toyle, andall yourstrength'spluckt downe,

Yourfwordshave caught afoyle by lovely peaces crowne.

Obleffed glorious peace (that beautifieft eachland,

Andmakft all dangers cease, whereofinfeare westand)

Diftillthy favourspure (whichareimmortall things)

On us that liefecure inshadow ofthy wings.

Even those thy holy traine, whichstill attendance yeeld,

Let them waxyoung againe, andflourish in ourfield :

Iuftice and verity, which ballance right from wrong,

Let them attend on thee with equity among.

Thenſhall theSwaines rejoyce under aFig-tree lien,

Andfingwith cheerfull voice untillthe Suns decline :

Andall the world fhall ringwith ecchoes ofourpraiſe,

Whichtothe Lordour King we warbleout alwayes.

The fimpleharmleffe Lambe nogreedy Wolfeshallfeare,

Nor Kidnewwain'dfrom damſhallſtandinaweofBeare:

ButSheepe andWolfeſhall make likefriends oneflocke andfold,

Afeareleffe childefhall take the rule ofTigres old,

Youflockes ofSion bill whichthroughſo manyfeares

Ofwarreandcroſſes,ftill havefowne your fieldwith teares,

Takecomforttoyourhope, ftraitcomes the joyfullhoure

To reap afruitfull crop forall your tormentsſoure.

But alas it commeth to paffe through the finnes andwickedneffe ofmen,

that Realmes are oftentimes fcarredwith the alarmes and affaults offoes ,

and ſtrangely afflicted with many evils , when as the State ofgovernement

is troubled andchangedbytheiniquities ofthe people.

CHAP. L.

That the greatest and mightiest Cities arenot exemptfrompunifu-

ment oftheir iniquities.

Hereas great and populous Cities are as it were the eyes

of the earth (as Athens and Spartawere faid to be of

Greece) there is no queftion but that they are fo much

the more blameable for glutting and overcharging

themſelves with finnes , by howmuchthe more they

abound with all manner of temporall goods and

commodities,and that at length they tumble into utter

ruine and defolation ; for inſtead ofbeing a patterne and direction unto

others, ofwifedome and good governement,as they ought ; they areforthe

moſt
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moſtpart examples offolly and vanity for where is more evils and diffo

luteneffe reigning,than inthem ? the principall caufe whereof is that

dyworme Avarice, which begetteth in all eftates much fraud, coufening,

and other naughty practifes, with many fuch like children ; for through it

everyman looketh to provide for his owne affaires , and to get any com

moditie or eafe whatfoever to himselfe, even with all his power; not caring

whobe damnified, fo he be enriched : The plenty ofricheswhichthere a-

boundeth, inftilleth pride and haughtineffe ofminde into fome, maketh o

thers diffolute and effeminate,andbefotteth others with carnall & unhoneft

pleafures ; fromwhich head fpring rivers ofevils, as envies, quarrels, dif

fentions, debates, and murders ; all whichthings happen tothem, that be

ing tranfported and diftractedwith the furious contrarietyoftheirdifordi-

nate affection, can finde no contentment nor agreement with themſelves,

but muft needs burft out into fome outward miſchiefes Hence is that

wonderfull pompeandbravery, as well of apparell as other things : hence

all gourmandife and drunkenneffe are fo common , yea and adulteries fo

much frequented ; wherefore the anger of the Almighty muft needs bee

kindled,toconfumethem intheir finnes.

One ofthe notableft Cities ofthe world for greatneffe andantiquitywas

Ninive , the capitall and chiefe Citie of the Affyrian Empire : howbeit

hergreatneffe and power could not fo protect her, but that after the had

oncebeene fparedbythe meanes ofthe Prophet Tonas, whofore- toldherof

her deftruction, being returned to herformer vomit againe3 towit,ofrob

beries, extortions, wrongfull dealings, and adulteries, fhe was whollyand

utterlyfubverted, God having delivered her for a preyinto the hands of

many ofher enemies, that fpoiledand pilled her to the quickes and lastly,

intothe hands ofthe Medes, who brought her to a finall and unrecoverable

defolation, as itwas prophefied by the Prophet Nahum,
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Babylonwas wont tobe the feat ofthat puiffant Monarchie under Nabu

chadnezzar , where flourished the famous Aftrologers , and notable wife

menoftheworld, wherethefpoyles and riches ofmany nations aud coun-

tries wereſetup as Trophies, and kept as the remembrance oftheir victo-

ries ; where alfo vices reigned, and all manner ofexceffe andvillanie over-

flowed:for bythe report of2.Curtin ,the Citiedid foexceed inwhoredome Lib. 5. of the

and adulteries, that fathers and motherswere not afhamed tobebawdesun- acts of Alex-

to their daughters, nonor husbands totheirwives ; a thing moſt ſtrange ander.

and odious: wherefore it could not chufe but inthe end bee facked , and Orof.lib.2.

quite deſtroyedwithan extreame ruine and deftruction, the fignes and áp-

parancewhereofyet are feen in the ruine ofold wals and ancient buildings Paul. Jovius,

that there remaine.

Amongft fea-bordering Cities, and for renowne ofmerchandiſe , Tyre:

in former ages was moft famous : for thither reforted the merchants ofall

Countries for traffique of Paleftina, Syria, Egypt, Perfia, and Affyria ;

they of Tarfhis brought thitherIron ,Lead,Braffe,and Silver : the Syrians

fold their Carbuncles, Purple, broidered worke, fine linnen , corall , and

pearle : the Jewes , Hony, Oyle, Treacle, Caffia, and Calamus : the Ara-

bians traffiquedwith Lambs, Muttons, and Goats : the Sabeans brought

merchandife of all exquifite fpices and Apothecaryftuffe, withgold and

precious ftones ; by meaneswhereofit being growne exceeding wealthy,

inrichedbyfraud and deceit,'and being lifted up totheheight ofpride,and

Ee 3

plunged

a

Com.z.lib.33.
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408 plunged in the depth ofpleaſures , it was at length bythe juft judgement

ofGod, fo facked and ruinated, that the very memory thereof at this day

fcarce remaineth.

Thucyd.

The like judgement fell upon Sidon , and uponthat rich and renowned

Citie ofCorinth , whichthrough the commodioufneffe ofthe haven, was

the most frequented place of theworld, for the entercourfe of Merchants

out ofAfia and Europe; for by reafon ofher pride andcorruption ofman-

ners, (but especially for her defpifing and abuſe of the heavenly graces of

Contempt of Gods fpirit) whichwerefowed and planted inher , the underwent this pu-

nishment, tobe first finally deftroyed, andbrought into cindersbythe Ro-

mans; and then after her re edification, to be debafed into fo lowand vile

an eftate, that that which remaineth is nowifecomparable toher former

glory,

the word.

Lib.1.cap.34.

Eutrop.

Orof.lib.9.

Orof.

Extrop

Extrop.

Nuncfeges eft

ubiTroiaft.

Againe , Athens the moſt flourishing and famous Citie of Greece for

her faire buildings, large precincts, and multitude ofinhabitants, but efpe-

cially for her Philofophie, by meaneswhereofrecourfewas made from all

parts to her, as the fountaine andwell-fpringofArts, andthe Schoole and

univerfity ofthewhole world; whofe policieand mannerofgovernement

was fomuch eſteemedby the Romanes , that they drew from thence their

lawes ; butnow the lies deadand buried in forgetfulneffe, not carryingany

ofherformer proportion or apparance.

Carthage that noble Citie , miftreffe ofAfrica, and paragon toRome

may not bragofanybetter iffue thanher fellowes : for though the refifted

and made her part goodwithRomefor manyyeares, yet at lengthby means

ofher owneinwardandcivile jarres,fhewas utterlydeftroyedbythem : for

the inhabitants, not able to ftandany longer in defence, were constrainedto

yeeld themſelves tothemercy oftheir enemies: thewomen, to thenumber

offive andtwentythousandmarchingfirſt forth, and after them the menin

numberthirty thoufand following; all which poore captives were foldfor

bond-flaves, a few onely ofthe principall excepted; and then fire was put

tothe Citie, which burnt feventeene dayeswithout ceafing, even till it was

cleane confumed. It is truethat itwas re-edified after this, butwhich laſt-

ed not long, for it was againe brought to deftruction ; that at this day there

remaineth nothingbut old and rotren ruines. And thus fared many other

Cities, ofwhichmaybeverified that whichwas spokenofTroy, that fields

and corne arewhere Cities were.

Numantium inSpainebeingbefiegedby the Romans, after it had borne

the brunt ofwarre and facking, a long while made many defperate fallies

upon their enemies : and lastly, feeingthemfelves confumed with famine ,

rather than they would bow their necks to the yoke offervitude , barring

their gates, fet fire on all : and foburning themselves withtheir whole Ci-

ty, left the enemynothingbut afhes for his prey,andtriumph : as the Sa-

Titus Livius. guntines not long before ferved Anniball.

Rome hee

.meaneth.

It is a marvellous and ftrange thing to confider, how that proud Citie

hath liftedupherhead above all others, and ufurped a tyrannieover Nati-

ons, andwhich Lactantius, Ierome, and Augufting, three learned fathers , en-

tituled Babylon : how I faythe hathbeene humbled for all her pride, and

impoverished for all herriches, and madea preyunto many Nations. It

was fackedand ranfacked twice bytheVifigothes, taken onceby the Heru-

lians, furpriſed by the Oftrogothes, destroyed and rooted up bytheVan-

dales,



Gods Iudgements. Ofpuniſhments common &e.

dales, annoyed bythe Lumbards, pilled and ſpoiledbythe Grecians , and

whippedand chaftifedbymanyothers ; and now like Sodome andGomor-

rah it is to expect no more punishment,but the last blowofthe moſt migh-

tieft his indignation, to throw it headlong into everlaſtingand horriblede-

folation.
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CHAP. LI.

Ofsuch punishments which are common to all men in regard

oftheir iniquities.

Prov. 28.

Hefe and fuch like effects ofGods wrath ought to ad-

moniſhand inftru&t every man to looke unto himfelfe

fordoingevill, and to abhorre and deteft finne, fince it

bringeth forth fuch foure and bitter fruits for albeit

thewayes ofthewicked feeme in their owne eyes faire

andgood, yet it is certaine, that they are full of fnares

and thornes to entrap and pricke them to the quicke :

for after that, being fed withthe licorous and deceitfull fweetneffe of their

owne lufts , they have fported themſelves their fils in their pleaſures and

wicked affections , then in ftead ofdelights and paftimes , they shall finde

nothingbut punishment and fadneffe ; their laughter, joy, pompe, magni-

ficence, andglory, ſhall be turned into torments and dolors, weepings, op-

probries, ignominies, confufion, and miferie everlaſting for if Godfpa-

red not great Cities, Empires, Monarchies, and Kings, in their obftinate

mifdeeds, fhall we thinkehe will ſpare little Cities, Hamlets, and Villa-

ges, and men of bafe eftate , whenbytheir finnes they provoke him to an-

ger ? no, it cannot be; for God is alwayes ofone and the fame nature , al-

wayes like unto himſelfe : A God executing justice and judgement upon the

earth; a Godthat loveth not iniquity ; with whom thewickedcannot dwell, nor Jerem. 19.

the foolesftandbefore his prefence. It is hee that hateth the workers of un Pfal. 5.

righteoufneffe, and that deftroyeth the lyers , and abhorret all deceitfull,

difloyall, perjurous, and murdering perfons : as with him there is no ex-

ception of perfons, fo none , ofwhat eftate or condition foever , bee they

rich or poore, noble or ignoble, gentle, or carter-like , can exemptthem-

felves fromhis wrathand indignation when it is kindledbut a little, ifthey

delight andcontinue in their finnes : for as S. Paul faith, Tribulation and Rom, 2. 9.

anguiſhupon the foule of every man that doth evill.

Now accordingto the variety and diverfity ofmens offences, the Lord

in hismoſt juſtand admirable judgement, ufeth diverfity of punishments:

fometimes correctingthem oneby one, particular ; otherwhiles altogether

in aheap: fometimes byftormes and tempefts, bothbyfea and land; other

times bylightning, haile, and deluge ofwaters : often byoverflowing and

breakingout of rivers, andofthe feaalfo : andnot feldomeby remedileffe

and fudden fires , heaven and earth, and all the elements being armedwith

an invincible force , to take vengeance upon fuch as are traytors and rebels

against God fundry times hee fcourgeththeworld (as it well deferveth)

withhis ufuall andaccustomed plagues, namely ofwarre, andfamine , and

peftilence,
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Luke 16.

peftilence , which are evident fignes ofhis anger , accordingto the threats

denounced inthe law touching the fame : andtherefore if at anytime hee

deferrethe puniſhment ofthewicked, it is forno otherend , but toexpect

the fulneſſe oftheir finne, andtomake them more inexcufable, when con-

trary to his bountifulneffe and longfuffering (which inviteth and calleth

them to repentance) they harden themſelves and grow more obftinate

in their vices and rebellion, drawing upon their heads the whole heape of

wrath, the moregrievously to affaile them. And thus the vengeance ofGod

marcheth but a foft pace (as faith Valerius Maximus) to the end to double

and aggravate the puniſhment for the flackneſſe thereof.

CHAP. LII.

That the greatestpuniſhments are reſerved and layed upfor the

wicked intheworldtocome.

Otwithſtanding all whichhath beene fpoken, and how-

foever finners are punifhed inthis life , it is certaine,

that the greatest and terribleft puniſhments are kept

inftore for them in another world : And albeit that

during this tranfitory pilgrimage, they feeme tothem-

felves oftentimes to live at their eaſe , and enjoy their

pleaſures and paftimes to their hearts contentment ;

yet doubtleffe it is fo , that theyare indeed in a continuall prifon , and ina

dungeon ofdarkeneffe, bound and chainedwith fetters oftheir ownefinne,

andveryoften turmoyled and butcheredwith their owne guilty confcience,

overchargedwith the multitudeofoffences , and fore-feeling the approach

ofbell : And in this cafemany languishawaywith feare, care, andterror,

being toyled and tyred with unceffant and unfupportable difquietneſſe, and

toffed and diftracted with defpaire, untill by death they be brought unto

their laſt irrevokable puniſhment ; which punishment is not to endure for

atime, and then toend, but is eternall and everlaſtingly inherent both in

bodyand foule: I fay in the body, after therefurrection ofthe dead ; and

in foule,after the departure out ofthis life till all eternity : for it is juftand

equall, that theywhich haveoffended and difhonoured God in their bodies

in this life , fhouldbe punished alfo in theirbodies in the worldto come

with endleffe torments : ofwhich torments when mention is made in the

holy Scripture, they are for our weake capacity fake called Gehenna , or a

place oftorment, utter darkeneffe and hell fire, where there is weepingand

gnashingofteeth,&c. againe,eternall fire, a poole and pit of fire andbrim-

ftone, which is prepared forthe devill and his darlings : andhow miſerable

their eftate is that fall therein, our Saviour Chrift giveth us toknow inthe

perfon ofthe rich glutton, whohavingbathed himfelfe inthe pleaſures and

delights ofthis world,without once regarding or pittying the poore, was

after caft intothe torments ofhell, and there burneth in quenchleffe flames,

without any ceafing or allaying of his griefes : therefore whatſoever pu-

niſhments thewicked fuffer before theydie, theyare not quittedby them

from this other , but muft deſcend into the appointedplace to receivethe

furplus
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furplus oftheir paymentswhich is dueuntothem: For what were it for

anotorious and cruell Tyran that had committed many foule andwicked

deeds, or had moft villanously murdered manygood men,to have noother

puniſhment but tobe flaine, and to endure in the houre of death fome ex-

traordinary paine ; could fuch a punishment ballance with his fo many

and great offences? Whereas therefore many fuch wretches fuffer punith-

ment in thisworld, wemuſt thinkethat this is but a taſte and ſcantling of

thofe torments and puniſhments which are prepared and made ready for

them intheworld tocome. And therefore it often commeth to paffe, that

they paffe out of this life moft quietly , without the diſturbance ofany

croffe orpuniſhments but it is that they mightbe more strangelytormen

ted in anotherworld. Some not confideringthis point, nor ftretchingthe

view oftheir underſtanding beyond the afpect oftheir carnall eyes, have

fallen into this foolish opinion, tothinke that there is neither juftice nor

judgement in beaven, nor refpect ofequity with the Higheft : whenthey

fee the wickedto flourish in profperity, and the good and innocent tobee

overwhelmedwith adverfity, yea and many holymen have fallen into this

temptation, as lob and Daviddid,whowhentheyconfidered the condition Pfal.73 .

of the wickedand unjust, howthey lived in this world at their hearts eafe,

compaffed aboutwithpleaſures and delights , and waxingold in the fame,

were carried to their fepulchres in peace; they were fomewhat troubled

andperplexed within themſelves , untill beinginftructed and refolvedby

theWordofGod, they marked their finall end and iffue, and the everlaft-

ing perdition whichwas prepared for them,andbyno means could beefca-

ped. Andthus it commeth to paffe (faith S. Augustine) that many finnes Epiß. 541

are puniſhed inthis world, that the providence ofGod mightbe more ap-

parant ; and many, yea moft referved to be punished inthe worldto come,

that wemight know that there is yet judgement behinde.

CHAP. LIII.

How the afflictions of the godly , and the puniſhment of the

wicked differ.

W

Job. 12, &

Hich feeing it is fo, it is neceffary that the wicked and per

verfe ones fhould feele the rigor ofGodswrath for the pre-

ſumption and rebellion wherewith they daily provokehim

against them ; andalthoughwith thoſe that feare God, and

ftrive to keepe themfelves from evill , and take paines to

live peaceably and quietly , it oftentimes goethworfe here

below thanwith others, being laid open to millions ofinjuries, reproches,

and cruelties, and as it were theepe appointed tothe flaughter ; whereof

fome are maffacred, fome hanged, fomeheaded,fomedrowned, fome bur-

ned , or put to fome other cruell death ; yet notwithſtanding their eftate

and condition is farrehappier than that of thewicked , forfomuch as all

their fufferings and adverfities are bleffed and fanctified unto them of God,

whoturneth them to their advantage, according tothe faying of S. Paul, Rom.8. 18.

That
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That all things worke for the good to them that feare God: for whatſoever

tribulation befalleth them, they cannot be ſeparated from thelove ofGod,

which hebeareth untothemin his welbeloved fon Chrift Jefus : beit then

that God vifiteth them for their faults, (for there is none that is clear offin)

it is a fatherly chastisement to bring them to amendment : be it that hee

exercifeth them by many afflictions , as hee did lob, it is to prove their

faith and patience, to the end they may be better purified like gold in the

furnace, and ferve for example to others. Ifit bee for the truth ofthe

Gofpell that they fuffer, then they are bleffed, becauſethey areconformed

to the image ofthe fonne of God, that they might alfo be partakers of his

glory, for they that fuffer withhim, are affured to reigne withhim : hence

it is, that in the midst of their torments and oppreffions , in the midſt of

fires and fagots flaming about them , being comfortedwith theconfolati

ons of Gods fpirit , through a fure hope of their happy repofe and incor-

ruptible crowne which is prepared for them in the heavens , they rejoyce

and are fo chearefull : contrariwife the wicked, feeing themfelves enfnared

inthe evils which their owne finnes brought uponthem, gnafh their teeth,

fret themſelves, murmur againſt God , and blafpheme him, likewretches,

to theirendleffe perdition. There is therefore great difference betwixtthe

puniſhments ofeach ofthefe , for the one tendethto honour and life , the

other tofhame and confufion : and even as it is not the greatneffe oftor-

ments that maketh the martyr , butthegoodneffe of the caufe; fothe in-

fliction ofpuniſhment unjustly, neither maketh the party afflicted guilty,

nor anywhit diminisheth his reputation: whereas thewicked that arejuftly

tormented for their finnes , are fo markedwith infamie and difhonour, that

the ftaine thereofcan never bewiped out.
:

Let every one therefore learne to keepe himselfe from evill , and to

containe himſelfe in a kinde of modefty and integrity of life , feeing that

by the plagues and fcourges wherewith the world is ordinarily afflicted ;

Gods fierce wrath is clearely revealed from heaven upon all impiety and

injuſtice of men , to confume all thoſe that rebell against him . Thinke

uponthis you inhabitants of the earth, ſmall and great, ofwhat qualitie or

condition foeveryoube.

If
yoube mighty, puiffant, and fearefull, know that theLord is greater

thanyou, for he is almighty, all-terrible, and all-fearefull : in what place

foever youare, he is alwayes above you, ready to hurle you down andover-

turneyou, tobreake, quafh, and crush you in peeces as pots ofearth : hee

is armedwiththunder, fire, and a bloudy fword , todeftroy, confume, and

cut you
in pieces : heaven threatneth from above , and the earth which

you trample onfrom below ; fhaking under your feet , and being ready to

fpueyou out from her face , or fwallow you up in her bowels : in briefe,

all the elements and creatures ofGod looke askew at you in difdaine, and

fet themſelves against you in hatred , ifyou feare not your Creator, your

Lord and Maſter, ofwhom you have received your Scepters and Crownes,

andwho is able (when he pleaſe ) to bring Princes to nothing, and make

the Rulers ofthe earth a thing of nought. Forfake therefore, ifyou ten-

der the good, honour, and repofe ofyour felves and yours, the evill and

corrupt fashions of the world, andfubmit your felves in obedience under

the Scepter of Gods Lawand Gofpell, fearing the juft retribution of ven-

geance
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geance upon all them that doethe contrary: for it is a horrible thing to

fall into the hands ofthe Lord. And you which honour and reverence Heb. 1o . 31.

God already, be now more quickned and ſtirred upto his love and obedi-

ence, and toa more diligent practifing of hiswill, and following his com-

mandements, tothe endto glorifie him byyour lives, looking for the

happie end ofyour hope referved in the heavens for you by

Chrift Jefus our Lord , to whom bee glory

everlaſting, Amen.
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Pbil. Lonicer.

A briefe
Summarie of more

Examples , annexed to the former

by the fame Author.

CHAP. I.

Offuch as have perfecuted the Church ofChrift.

Acharias the fonneofBarachias , ofwhom S. Mathem

fpeaketh in the three and twentieth chapter ; and Saint

Auguftine in the 242 Sermon, de Tempore , in tl cfe

words ; Zacharie the high-Prieft, reproving the rebel-

lious people forthe neglectoftheworship of God,and

the facred lawes , was flaineofthe people; and the de-

teftable band ofthe Jewes dyedthe pavement with his

bloud, inthe ninth yeare of the reigne of Ivas King of

Judah: which cruelty againft this good manthewhole nation oftheJewes

payed dearefor ; for when ayearewas paft , an armie ofthe Syrians came

upagainſtA , and flew all the Princes of the people in Judali and Hieru-

falem andthere beingbut a ſmall numberofthe Syrians, God delivered

into their hands the whole multitude ofthe Jewes. Rabbi Iohofua report-

eth, that twohundredand eleven thouſand were flaine in the field, and nine-

tie foure thouſand in theCitie, for the expiation ofthe bloud ofZacharias,

whichbloudboyled out ofthe earth till that day,as it wereout ofa feething

Caldron.

EgeasPatrenfis, a Prefect ofthe Emperor in Achaia, when he had cruci-

fied Saint Andrew, was poffeffedof Sathan, and flaine.

Incommodous Emperour Commodus , which was judged by the Senate

more cruell than Domitian , andmore impurethan ere, had a tragicall

end , both for his other vices , and principally for perfecuting the Church

ofChrift.

In the time ofConftantine , one Teredates agreat man in Armenia , grie-

voufly perfecuredthe Church : at whichtime Gregoriethe Great , famous

for miracles , fuffered many indignities from him, and atthe laſt was ſhut

upinto adarke andmuddie pit for the ſpace offourteene years. But Tert-

dates
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dares the Prince of that nation, felt the horrible vengeance of God upon

himfelfelhimfelfe, hishouthold, and his Nobles , for theywere all transformed into

fwine, and lived like fwine together, and devoured one another. Whether

this ſtoriebe true or fabulous, let the Readerjudge : But it is reportedby

Nicephorus , lib.8.cap.35 .

In the reigne of Conftantius , after the Antiochian Synod , in thewhich Zozom . lib.3.

great Athanafius was condemned, the Eafterne Cities , and efpeciallyAn cap.6.

tioch, were fhaken and quashed with wonderfull Earthquakes, in revenge

ofthe injuries done to that good man.

•

* ...!
Neither did Conftantius the Emperour, an affertor and maintainerofthe cent.4. CAp.3 ..

Arrian herefie, efcape unpunished for his perfidie and impietie . For first

his warre- like affaires in the Eaft profpered not then a little before the

end ofhis life he grievously complained that he had innovated the faith in

his kingdome. At laft in thoſe fighings and complaints he parted this life,

with a grievous and violent difeale, um iw obce may calls at a mass

The Unkle ofIulianthe Apoftata, called alfo Iulianus, at Antioch, inthe Phil.Lonicer.

temple prophaned the holy table with piffing upon it. And when Eufoius

the Bishoprebuked him for it , he ſtrokehimwithhis fift. Not long after

he was takenwith a grievous diſeaſe ofhisbowels putrifying, and mifera-

bly died , his excrements comming from him not bytheir ordinary paffa-

ges, but by his wicked mouth.

Underthe Emperour Valence, a wonderfull haile, the ftonesbeing asbig Fafcis.Temp.

as a man could hold in his hand , was fent upon Conftantinople, and flew

many, bothmen and beafts, for that theEmperour had banished many fa-

mous men thatwould not communicate with Eudoxins the Arrian: and 100 smo

for the famereafon a great part ofGerma , a Citie of Hellefpont , was

thrownedowneby anearthquake; and in Phrygia fuch a famine fucceeded,

that the Inhabitants were faine to change their habitation, and to flee to o-

ther places.

After the martyrdome of Gregory the Bishop ofSpoleta , Flacchus the Phil. Lonicer.

Governour, who was authorthereof, was ftrucke withan Angel, and vomi-

ted out his entrailes at his mouth, and died.

Underthe Empireof Alexander, Mammes Agrippitus fifteene yeares old, cent.3.cap.sa.

becauſe he would not facrifice to their Idols,was apprehended at Prænefte,

whipt with fcourges, and hanged up by the heeles,and at laſt flainewiththe

fword; inthe middeft ofwhofetorments the Governour ofthe Citie fell

fromtheTribunall-feat dead.

Bajazet, a moſt cruell enemy ofthe Chriſtians, was taken by Tamerlane Chr.Phil.lib.5.

the Tartarian King, and bound in golden chaines, and carried about byhim

in an iron cage , latifed and fhewne unto all , being uſed for a ſtirrop unto

Tamerlane, when he got upon his horſe.

Genfericus the King ofthe Vandales, exercifing grievous cruelty against sige . in Chro

theOrthodox Chriftians, he himselfe being an Arrian, was poffeffed ofthe

Devill, anddied a miferable death, in the yeare 477.

Honoricus the fecond , King of theVandales , having ufed inexplicable cbro.Phil. l.3.

cruelty againſt the Orthodox Chriftians , hanging up honeft matrons and

virgins naked, burning their bodies with torches, cutting off their dugges

andarmes, becauſe theywould not fubfcribe to the Arrian herefie, was fur-

priſed himselfe with the vengeance ofGod : for his land was turned into

barrenneffethrough anexceeding drought, fo that numbers ofmen,women,

Ff and



OfChurchPerfecuters.)
The Theatre of

416

Zonar.lib.3.

Romanis.

and beafts, died with famine ; the peftilence alfo feifed upon them, and he

bimfelfewas frickenwithfuch a difeafe ofhis body,that his members rot-

ted off one after another. I haveEs

Anaftatim Diceras, agrievous perfecutor ofthe Church of Chrift , be--

ing admonished in a dreame, that he ſhould perifhwiththunder, built him

an houfe, wherein hemight defend himselfe from that judgement; but in

vaine, for in a great thunder he fled from chamber to chamber, and at laft

was found dead, blaftedwith lightning , to the great horror of the behol

ders.

94110

PaulDiacone Chafrees the Kingof Perfia , a grievous enemyto Chrift and Chriftians,

b. 18. dereb. committed horrible outrages against them; for first he flew at Jerufalem

ninety thousand men , with Zacharie the Patriarchof Jerufalem , and alfo

raged in likemanner in Egypt, Lybia, Ethiopia , and would grant them

no condition of peace, unleffe they would forfake Chrift, andworship the

Sunne; he alfo put to deathwithmoft cruell torments Anaftatius a godly

Monke, becauſeheconstantly confuffed the faith ofChrift . But God met

withhim tothe fall ; for his eldeft fønne Syrees tooke him priſoner and

handled him in moft vide manners he hanged an ironweight uponhis neck,

and impriſoned him in an high tower, which hehad built tokeepe his treat

fures denying him food, and biddinghim eat the goldwhich he had gathe

redtogether ; then he flew all his children before his face,and expofed him

to the fcoffes and railings ofthe people, and laftly caufed him tobe fhor to

death; and fo that great terror of the world , and fhedder of Chriftian

bloud, breathed out his fouleafter a miferable manner.

Crantz. lib. 3.

cap.a.

Offic.Ravifi.

Regner theKing ofDenmarke, abrogating Chriftian Religion,and feta

tingup Idolatric in his Kingdome anew, the divine vengeance overtooke

him : for Helles, whom he hadcaft put ofthe Kingdome , returned upon

himwithan army ofthe Gaules , and overcomminghim in battell , tooke

him prifoner , and fhut him up in a filthie prifon full of ferpents, which

fetting upon him, with their venomous bitings and ftings, brought him to

a moft horrible end. diwSułzwa

Lyfius the Emperour gave Hering his daughter, a virgin, becauſe the was

a Chriftian, tobetrampledunder foot ofhorses; but he himselfewas flain

bythe byting ofone ofthe fame horfes,

APopish Magiftrate having condemneda poore Proteftant to death ,

before his execution caused his tongue to be cut out, becauſe he fhouldnot

confeffe the truth : in requitall whereof, the next childe thatwas borneun?

to him, was bornewithout a tongue.hho
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Hilip King ofMacedon , whowas a great contemner of

all oathes,andheld the Religion thereof as a vainthings

for this caufe (as allWriters affirme) the vengeance of

God followed him and his pofterities forwhenhehad

lived ſcarce forty and fixe yeares,hehimselfewasflain,

and all hiswholehouſe in ſhort time in fhort time af-

ter utterly extinguished ; Aridaus one ofhis fonnes was

flaine by Olympias hiswife. Alſo another fonhe, whichhe had by Cleopatra

the neece ofAttalus, the tormentedtodeath inabrazen veffell, compaffed

aboutwith fire. The reftofhis fonnes perifhedinlike manner, and at laſt Paufan.inArc.

the famous Alexanderhis fonne , after great conqueft atchieved byhim,

in the middle courſe of his victories perifhed miferably, fome thinke by

poyfon.
72797

In the Countrey of Arbernum , there was a certaine wicked man that

ufed ordinarily to forfweare himfelfe : but atonetime after hehadthus fin- Greg. Turon.

ned,histonguewas tyedup thathe couldnot fpeake,butbeganto low like

anoxe: yet repentingand grievingfor hisfinnie, hefound the bondof his

tongueloofed, anda readineffe of fpeech given unto him againe : whereby

we feeboththeJuſticeofGod inpunifhingthem that finne in this kinde ,

andhis mercy, in pardoningwhenthey trulyrepent.

At this daywehaveanexample freſhandfamous, ofacertaine maid that

had ftolne and pilfered many things awayout ofher miftreffes houfe ; of

whichbeingexamined , the forfwore them , and wifht that ſhe might rot

ifthe ever touched them, or knew ofthem : but notwithstanding thewas

began fo rot

forcedto her out of to

carriedto prifon,and there

precey

her tothe Hofpitall, where

The lies in lamentable miferie ; repenting as they fay of her foule finne :

The Lordbe mercifull unto her ich TO

3
Loco CHA P. III.

OfEpicures and Atheiſts.

Argef , otherwife called Elimas , a fore ofimpiety, and

horrible Magitian and Atheist, oftenly refiftingthe Apo-

ftles, Paul and Barnabas, befote Sergius Paulusthe Deputy;

was preſently ftrokewith blindneffe by the hand ofGod :

This man Saint Luke fpeakethof, ts,13.

bam Iuftin/ Martyr that lived not long after the Apostles chron

times, afamous Chriftian, writeth thustontonias the Emperour: viz. Philip.

afterthe afcention ofChrift into Heaven , certaine men ſtirred upby the

Devill, called themſelvesgods ; ofwhichnumberwas Simon the Samari-

Ff2 tane,



OfIdolaters. The Theatreof

418

Sueton.

tane, borne in a Village called Gitton. This man in the time of Claudius

Cafar, bythe power of the Deyill, exercifing Magicall Arts , and working

great wonders , was eſteemedfor agod, and a Statue erected unto him with

this infcription ; Simoni deofancto,To Simon the holygod : The Samaritans

alfo,with many ofother Nations worfhipped him as a god;but thisAtheiſt

meetingwith Saint Peter at Rome , had great contentions with him ; and

boasting that he would aſcend into Heaven inthe fight ofall , was carried

up into the aireby Devils ; but Peter commanded the Devils in the name

ofChrift to let himgoe, andfohe fell downeuponthe earth and was qua

fheda pieces.

Caius Caligula Emperour ofRome, raging againſt both Chriſtians and

Jewes,caufedhimfelfe tobe worshipped, andhis Images tobe fet up in all

Eufeb.l.2.c.7. places : He alfodedicated the TempleofJerufalem tohis owneworship;

commandingit tobe called theTemple offamous Iupiter, for fo hee ftyled

himfelfe : but to fhewthat hewasbut awretched fimple man, he reigned

> but three years and three moneths, and was flain byPherius aTribut.

Eufeb.1.2.c.9. HerodAgrippa when he ſuffered himselfe tobe faluted and honoured as a

god,was prefently ſmittenwith horrible plagues in his bowels, when dete-

fting thevoice ofhis flatterers ; faid, I that was calledbut lately agod, am now

inthe bonds ofdeath.

Valer. Max.

ངས་

hé W

Daphida, a biting and contentious Sophifter, and hating allReligion

lib.i.cap.8. both Heathenish andChriſtian, cametoDelphos, and in a foffeaskedthe

Oracle ofApollo Whetherhe might finde his horfe or no when hee had

none to finde : the Oracleanfwered, That he should finde a horfe , bur ir

fhould be his deftruction. At his foturne fromthe Oracle, King Aalus

his enemy ceafed uponhim, andfet him upon a rocke, the namewhereof

wasa horfe ; caufinghim tobethrowne downeheadlong , to learne what it

isto mockethegods. Try in orlig &
2 ) V

CHAP. IV.

Of Idolatrie domu Hully an

He wonderfull Idolatrie ofthe Heathens was fo abho-

minable , that their madneffewould aſtoniſhany rea-

ſonable man ; not to fpeake oftheir lupiter, Mars, Mer-

curie,Apollo, andthe reft; Hefod doth report that they

had thirtythousandgods uponthe earth, andfomemoft

ftrange ones. Troglodites worshipped Snayles ; the

Syrians Pigions ; the RomansGeefes becauſe b; their

fqueakingthe Capitoll was faved from the Gaules ; the Ambracians a Lio-

neffe ; becauſe a Lioneffehad killed a Tyrant of theirs : The Delphians a

Wolfe; the Samians a Sheepe; the Tenedians aCow withCalfe ; the Al-

banians a Dragon ; theEgyptians Rats and Mife, and Cats, and a Calfe ;

wherein the Jewes are faid to imitatethem in theWilderneffe. But the I-

'dolatrie ofthe Romans wasbeyond all , for theyworthipped not onely the

highergods, as they called, but the bafcft things that couldbe named in the

World: as the Ague, and the Gout, the Privies yeaand Priapus that filthie

Idoll
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beene poured downe upon all thefeNations , for their impious Idolatrie,

havingbeene delivered up intothe hands ofthe Gothes and Vandals,Turks

and Tartarians, andmake a preyunto them.

Neither doe the Papifts come fhort ofthefe Heathens in their Idolatrie;

forthey turne the bleffed Saints into Idols, and worship them in ftead of

God: Every countrey, and every citie,and every houfe,hath his protecting

Saint, whichthey daily invocate; yea, they afcribe a certaine god toevery

member, and for their feverall Cattell, befide theirabhominable Idolatric

in worshipping their breaden god but as God hath taken already in part

vengeance upon that Idolatrous Whore ofBabylon ; fo I doubt not buthe

will fulfill the full meaſureofhis wrathuponthem,inhis due time,except

they repent.

СНАР. V.

OfBlafphemie.my QuadPol

YA

Certaine holy man paffingby aWine-Taverne, went

to prayer ; wherein certaine young men having paffed

the whole night in drinking and playing, and blafphe-

mingthe name ofGod,he metwith a poore man hor-

riblywounded in his body, and asked him ofwhom he

had received thofe wounds ; the pooreman anſwered ,

that hee had received them of thofe youngmen that

were in that Taverne: whereupon the good man returnedbacke , and en-

quired ofthem,whythey hadfowoundedthe poore man ? The young men

aftoniſhed anſwered, that there werenone inthe Tavernewith them all that

night but themſelves ; and prefentlywent out tofee the poore man thus

wounded, but hewas nottobefound : whereuponbeing more amazed,they Difcip.deTem.

judged that it was Chriſt whom they had thus wounded with their blaf-

phemies.

Anno 1551. in the coafts of Magnapolis , certaine men abufing the feaft zob. Fincel.

ofPentecoftwithmuch drinking, a certainewoman intheircompany blaf-

phemedGod ftrangely, and calledupon theDevils, whoprefently fnatched

her away , and carried her aloft into the aire, from whence the fell downe

dead, thewhole companybeholdingofher.

At the coafts of Bohemia , Anno 1551. fivedrunken men quaffing toge-

ther,withhorrible blafphemies prophaned the name ofGod ; and the pi-

AureoftheDevillbeing painteduponthewall, they caroufed healths unto Iob.Fincel. lib.

him : towhich the Devill answeredimmediately,forthenext morning all

fivewere founddead , their necksbeingbroken, and quafhed to pieces , as

though a wheele had gone overthem, bloud running out of their mouthes,

noftrils, andeares, tothe great aftonifhment ofthebeholders.

Not manyyears fince,twomen contended together whichofthemfhould Lonicer.

poureforth most blafphemies against God, but whileft they were exerci

fingthis devilish contention , one ofthem was ftricken with madneſſe; and

focontinued till his livesend

Ff3
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In likemanner at Rome certaine youngmen agreed together , that hee

fhould have the victory that could fweare moſt : which wicked ftrife as

foone astheyentred into,oneofthemwas deprived of the uſe of his tongue,

another ofhis reaſon and underſtanding,and the reft remained as dead men;

Godrefervingthem alive for repentance..

Lonicer.

Lonicer. At Eflinga in Germany, upon Saint Katharines day , a certaine Noble-

manhaving loft muchmoney at play , with horribleexecrations and blaf-

phemies, commandedhis manto bringhim his horfe that hee might ride

home, in a very darke night ; but his fervant diffuaded him from his jour-

ney, affirminghowdangerous thewaywas, by reafon ofthe waters and the

fennes that lay in the middeft : whereat heebeganto rageand fwearethe

more, and goehe would. Buthewas encountredbythewaywithan army

ofinfernall fouldiers,whichbefet the nobleman on all fides, andthrew him

from his horfe: Now there was in his company a vertuous and valiant

gentleman,who fet him againeupon his horfe, and held him on one fide;

whom whenthe ſpirits durft not attempt by reafon ofhis innocency, they

vaniſhed out offight ; and they conveyed thenobleman into a monafterie

thatwas hardby,where he lay three dayes anddied : fuch is the end ofhor-

rible andfearefullblafphemers.

)

AVintnerthat accuſtomed himselfe toblafpheming,fwearing,anddrun-

kenneffe, and delightingto entertaine fuch that were like himselfe, to fwal-

lowdownehis wine; upon the Lords day ftanding atthedorewith apot in

his handto call in moreguefts,there camefuddenlyaviolent whirlewinde,

and carried him up into the aire in the fight of all men, andhewas never

feene more.
E

CHAP. VI.

Of Conjurers, Magitians, andWitches.

Obn Fauftus , a filthie beaft, and a finke ofmany devils

led aboutwith him an evill fpirit inthe likeneffe ofa

dog; beingat Wittenberg, when asbythe Edict ofthe

Princehe fhould havebeene taken, he escaped by his

magicall delufions ; and afterat Norembergbeing by

an extraordinary ſweat that cameupon him as he was

at dinner, certified that hee wasbefet, payed his hoft

fuddenly his fhot, and went away : and being ſcarce

efcapedout ofthewalls ofthe Citie, the Sergeants andother officers came

to apprehend him. But Gods vengeance following him, ashecame into a

Village ofthe Dukedome ofWittenberg, he fat thereinhis Innevery fad:

the hoft required of him what wasthe cauſe ofhis fadneffe ; he answered,

that hewould not havehimterrified , ifhe hearda great noife and ſhaking

ofthe houſe that night; whichhappened accordingtohis prefage : for in

the morninghee wasfounddead, with his necke wrungbehinde him;the

Devillwhom he fervedhavingcarried his foule into hell. This ftory is fet

downe by manyinother termes ; but Philip Lonicera expreffeth it in this

manner, in his TheatreofHiftories.

Anne
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haile, and froft, to deſtroy all the corne in the countrey; thefe womenſtole

away a little infant ofone oftheir neighbours, and cutting it in pieces, put

it into a Cauldron to be boyled : but byGods providence the mother of

the childe came in the meane while, and foundthe members ofher childe

thus cut in pieces and boyled. Whereupon the two Witches weretaken,

andbeing examined, anfwered, That ifthe boylinghad beenéfinished, fuch

a tempeft of raine and haile wouldhave followed , that all the fruits ofthe

earth inthat countrey ſhouldhavebeen deſtroyed ; but God prevented them

byhis juft judgement, in caufingthem tobe put to death.

Anno 1558, in a Village neare to Ihana in Germany, a certaine Magiti-

an being inftructed by the Devill inthe compofition ofdivers hearbs, re-

ftoredmanyuntotheir healths. Hehaddailycommercewith that evill fpi-

rit , and uſed his counfell in the curing of difeafes: but it happened that

there fell a quarrell betwixt him and aneighbour of his a carpenter : who

fo exafperated him withhis tauntingwords, that in fewdayes after he cau-

fed the Carpenter, by his magicall art, to fall into a grievous difcafe . The

pooreCarpenter fent for this Magitian, and entreated him to helpe him in

his need. TheMagitian feigningan appeafed minde,but defitingtorevenge

the injuries doneunto him, gave unto him a potion confected of fuchveho

mous hearbs and roots , that being taken, the poore man preſently died.

Whereupon the Carpenters wife accufed the Magitian of murther : the

caufe is brought to the Senate of Ihania,who examining thematter, cauſed

him bytormentsto confeffe the murther, and manyother wickedneffes, for

whichhewas faftenedto a takeandburnt todeath.Few

dsdniak vodivi vel'

CHAP . VIhong kaibeno sth boniz

dorligi oggammelaym

Ofthe prophanation of the Sabbath inca m

.00

Certaine nobleman ( prophaming the Sabbath uſually

in hunting) had achildebyhis wifewith a head like a

dog, andwitheares andchaps crying like a hound.

Stratford upon Sluon was twice on the fame day

twelve-month (being the Lordsdayyalmoftconfumed

with fire's chiefly for prophamingthe Lords day, and

contemning his Word in the mouth of his faith-

TOLAU STI adr combifull Minifter

Feverton in Devonshire (whoſe remembrance makes my heart bleedy

was oftentimes admonished byhergodly Preachers, that Godwould bring

fome heavie judgement on the Towne for theirhorrible prophanation of

the Lords day, occafioned chieflyby their Market on the day following.

Not long after hisdeath, on thethird ofAprill, anno Dom. 198. , God in

leffe than halfe an houreconfumedwith a fudden andfearfullfire thewhole

Towne, except onely the Church,the Court-houfe,and theAlmes-houfes,

or a few poore peoples dwellings ; where a man might have feene foure

hundred dwellinghoufes all at once on fire: and aboye fiftie perfons con-

fumed withthe flame. Andnow againe fince the former Editionofthis

booke,
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booke, onthe fifth ofAuguft laft 1612, (fourteene yeares fincethe former

fire) thewholeTownewas againe fired and confumed , except fomethirty

houfes ofpoore people, with the School-houſe,and Almes-houſes; theyare

blindewhichfee not in this the finger ofGod : God grant them gracewhen

it is next built, to changetheir Market-day, and to remove all occafions of

prophaning the Lords day. Let other Townes remember the Tower of

Siloe, Lake 13.4. and take warning bytheir neighbours chaſtiſements :

Feare Gods threatnings, Ieremie 17.27.and beleeve Gods Prophets ifthey

willprofper, 1 Chron. 20. 20.

С НА Р. VIIL

OfDrunkenneſſe

N Ale-wife in Kefgrave neareto Ipfwich , who would needs

force three Serving-men (that hadbeen drinking in herhoufe,

andwere taking their leaves) to ſtayand drinke thethree outs

firft: that is , Wit outofthe head, Moneyout ofthe purfe,

Ale out of the barrell : as thee was comming towards them

with the pot in her hand, was fuddenlytaken fpeechlefle and fickher tongue

fwolne inherhead ; the never recovered fpeech,but thethird day after died.

This Sir Anthony Felton the next Gentleman and Juftice , with divers o-

thers, eye-witneffes ofher in fickneffe, related tome;whereupon I wentto

the houſe with twoor three witneffes, andenquired the truth ofit.

Two fervants ofa Brewer in Ipfwich,drinking for a rumpe ofa Turkey,

ftrugling intheir drinke for it , fell into a fcalding Caldron backwards ;

whereofthe onedied prefently, theother lingringly, and painfully, fince

mycommingto Ipſwich.

Amancomminghomedrunk, wouldneeds goe and fwimme inthe mill

pond; his wifeand fervants knowinghe could not ſwimme, diffuaded him,

onceby intreatygot him out ofthewater, but inhewould needs goe again,

and therewasdrowned. I was at the houſe to enquire ofthis, and found it

tobe true.

In Barnewell neare to Cambridge, one at the figne ofthe Plough, a lufty

young man, withtwoofhisneighbours,andonewoman in theircompany,

agreed todrinke a barrell offtrongbeere; theydrunkeup the veffell,three

of them diedwithin foureandtwentyhoures,the fourth hardly escaped af-

ter great fickneffe. This I have under a Juſtice ofPeace his hand neare

dwelling, befides the commonfame.

A Butcher in Hallingfield hearingthe Minifter inveigh againſt drun-

kenneffe, being athis cupsin an Ale-houfe, fell a fcoffing at the Minifter

and his Sermons. As hewas drinking, thedrinke, or fomething inthe cup

quacknedhim, and fuckfoin his throat, that hecould neither get itupnor

downe, but ftrangled him prefently.

At Tillingham in Dengyhundredin Effex , three young men meeting

to drinke ftrong waters , fell by degrees to halfe pintes; one fell downe

dead inthe roome, and the other, prevented by company comming in,efca-

ped not without much fickneffe.
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At Bungey inNorfolke, three commingout of an Ale-houfe in a very

darke evening, fwore they thought it was not darker in hell it felfe : one of

them felloff the bridge into thewater, and was drowned ; the fecond fell off

his horfe ; thethird fleeping on the ground by the river fide was frozento

death. This have I oftenheard, but have no certaine ground for the truth

ofit.

A Baylife ofHedly upon the Lords day being drunke at Melford,would

needs get upon his mare to ride through the freet, affirming (as the report

goes)that his marewould carry him to the Devill: his mare cafts him off,

and broke his necke. Inftantly reported byfundry fufficient witnefles.

Companydrinkingin an Ale-houfeat Harwich inthe night, over against

one Mafter Ruffels, and by him once ortwice willed to depart ; at lengthhe

çame downe and tooke one ofthem , and made as he would carry him to

prifon, whodrawinghis knife, fled fromhim, andwas three dayés after ta-

ken out of the feawith theknife in his hand. Related tomeby Maſter Ruffel

himfelfe,Maior ofthetown.

AtTenby in Pembroke-fhire, a drunkardbeing exceedingdrunke,broke

bimielfe all to pieces from anhigh andſteep rock , ina moſt fearefull man-

ner ; and yet the occafion and circumſtances ofhis fall fo ridiculous , as I

thinke not fit to relate,leaft in fo ferious a judgement I fhould move laugh-

ter to the Reader.

A Glafier in Chancery lane in London , noted formerly for profeffion,

fell to a common courfe of drinking ; whereof being oft by his wife and

many Chriftian friends admonished, yet prefumingmuch ofGods mercy .

to himselfe, continued therein , till upon a time having furcharged his fto-

mackewithdrinke, he fell avomiting, brokea veine , laytwo dayes in ex-

treame paine ofbody, and diftreffe ofminde, till in the end , recoveringa

little comfort, died. Both thefe examples were related to me by a Gentle-

manofworthupon his owne knowledge.

Foure fundry inftances ofdrunkenneffe , wallowing , and tumbling in

their drinke, flaine by carts ; I forbeare to mention,becafe fuch examples

are fo common and ordinary.

A Yeomans fonne in Northampton-fhire being drunke at Welling-

brough ona market day, would needs ride lis horfe in a bravery overthe

ploughed lands fell from his horfe, and brakehis necke. Reportedto me

by a kinfman ofhis owne

A Knight notorioufly given to drinke, carrying fometime payles of

drinke into the open fieldto make people drunke withall beingupon a

timedrinkingwith company, awoman comes in , deliveringhim a ring

with this poefie, Drinke and die ; faying to him, This isfor you whichhe

tooke andwore andwithin aweek after cametohis end bydrinking. Re-

portedby fundry, and juſtified by a Minifter dwelling within a mileofthe

place.

OneofAylefham in Norfolke , anotorious drunkard, was drowned ina

fhallow brooke ofwater,with his horfe byhim.doi

Two examples have I knowne ofchildren that murdered their owne mo-

thers in drinke; and one notorious drunkard that attempted to kill his fa-

ther; ofwhichbeing hindered , he fired his barne, andwas afterward execU-

ted one oftheſe formerly in print.

Ata Taverne in Bread- ſtreet in London, certaine Gentlemen drinking

healths

422
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healths to their Lords , on whom they had, dependance ; one defperate

wretch ſteps to the tables end , layes hold on a pottle pot full ofCanarie

Sacke, fweares a deepe oath , What, will none here drinke a health to my

noble Lord and Mafter ? and fo ſetting the pottle pot to his mouth, drinks

it off tothebottome ; butwas not able to rife up, orto fpeakewhen hehad

done, but fell into a deepe fnoaring fleepe , andbeingremoved , laid aſide ,

and covered by one ofthe fervants in the houſe , attending the time of his

waking, waswithin the ſpace oftwohoures irrecoverably dead. Witneſſed

at the time ofthe printing hereof, by the fame fervant that ſtoodby him in

the act, and helpt to remove him.

InDengy hundred neare Mauldon, about the beginning ofhis Majefties

reigne, there fell out an extraordinary judgement upon five or fix that plot-

ted a folemnedrinking at one oftheir houfes ; laid in Beere for the purpoſe,

drunke healths ina ſtrange manner , and died thereofwithin a few weekes,

fome fooner, and fome later. Witneſſed to mebyfome that was withone

ofthem onhis death-bed to demand a debt , and oftentimes spoken ofby

Mafter Heydon, late Preacher ofMauldon, in thehearingofmany : the
par-

ticular circumftanceswere exceeding remarkable, but having not fufficient

proofe forthe particulars, I will not report them.

Aman in Suffolke overtakenwithwine, (thoughnever in all his lifebe-

fore, as he himselfe faid, a littlebefore his fall,feemingtobewaile his pre-

fent condition, and others that knew him fofay ofhim) yet goingdowne a

paire of ftaires against the perfwafion ofawoman ( fittingby him in his

chamber) fell, andwas fodangerously hurt, as he died foone after, not being

able to fpeake from thetime ofhis fallto hisdeath.uzd.

The names ofthe parties thus punished, I forbeare for the kindreds fake

yet living.

Thefe examples before going, are taken out ofthe report of that worthy Prea-

cherofGods wordinIpswich, Mafter SamuelWard, in his Sermon called

Awoe to Drunkards : to the which I will adde one more ofmine owne

knowledge lately executed.

AyoungGentleman ofgood fame, credit, andbehaviour, beingin July

laft overtakenby drinke, and ridinghomeward void ofwit and feare, was

throwne by his horſe, and his braines knocked outwith the pummellofhis

fword. Anexample more remarkable for two cauſes : first,becauſehewas

not formerly given to that vice ; and fecondly, in that a friendofhis meet-

ing himbythe way, intreated him that hewould ride foftly, and hewould

conduct himhomes but hedefperately fpurringhis horfeover roughwayes,

was thus overthrowne and perished : but I hope God had mercy on his

foule.

Saint Auguftine in his three and thirtieth Sermon Adfratres in eremo ,

relateth this ſtrange example ofone Cyril, a Cittizen ofHippo, a manwell

efteemed and beloved in the Citie : Hehavingoneonely fonne, did fo coc-

ker him, forbearing either to checke him or correct him ; but lovinghim

(as that holyFather faith) not onely above all things , but even above God

himfelfe; that byhis too muchlibertyand indulgence,his fonnegrewwon-

derfull debaufhed, andgave himselfe to filthy drunkenneffe. Upon a time,

being vilely overtaken withdrinke , he came home, and tumbled over his

mother
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mother being great with childe, would have raviſhed his fifter, flew his fa-

ther,and wounded to death twoofhis other fifters O fearefull effect ofdrun-

kenneffe ! thus God puniſhed the father for his too much love and indul-

genceofhisis fonne, andand his vile impiety.
the fonne

fornicerus

,Page 486. A
certain man,

Not
this

I finde in Philipunlike

faith he, that gave himfelfe tothe ftudieofGodlineffe , was daily affaulted

with the temptation of the Divell , whoperfwaded him if hee wouldbee

quiet, to choose one of thefe three finnes, eitherto make himfelte drunke, or

tocommit adulterie with his neighbourswife,ortokillhis neighbour him-

felfe. Thepoore man thinking drunkenneffe the leaft finne, chole that; but

beingenragedwith wine, hewas eafily drawn tothe committall of the other

finnes ; for beingwithwine enflamed, with luft hefeared not to vitiate his

neighbourswife, nor yettokill her husband; comming in the meanewhile

feeking to be revenged of him : fo giving himselfe to drunkenneſſe şi hed

wraps himfelfe in allother wickednelle.
gaber coych

On the eighteenth of Auguſt 1629 , one Thomas Wilfon labourer , a

knowne and common blafphemer ofGods namebyoathes and curfes , and

given muchtodrinkingtoexceffe, upon a flight occafion moved todiſplea

fure against his wife, and not daring to doe much violence unto her, turned

it uponhimselfe, andwithhis knife ftabbed himfelfe, manyofhis friends

and neighbours being prefent; and fo he died. .son bedolls

Onthe today of May 1629 , one John Bone ofEly, (coachman unto

oneMaſterBaluum ofBeenham ) a fellow very vitious , and exceeding in

thoſe two evils ofprophane ſwearing and drunkenneffe, onthe Sabbath day

inthe Sermon-time, dranke himselfedrunke; fo thatwhenhewas tofit in

the coach-boxto drive the coach, he fell out thereofunder the horfes feet

where hewas trodden to death, or fo hurt at leaſt, that he died fhortly.S

Onthe fix andtwentieth ofNovember 1621 , one Richard Borne, fervant

toTafpar BurchGardiner ofEly, accustomed to travell uponthe Lordsday,

and makingno reckoning of the Sabbath , feldome or never commingto

Church on that day, but went onwards to Saint Ives market , and ſo ſpent

the day ; and beingdrunke, was at length overtaken bythe juft judgement

ofGod : and going up the ſtreame in his boate, which he had loaden with

marketablewares, he fell into the river, andwas fodrowned.

Onthe thirdday of Auguft 1618, one Thomas Alredof Godmancheſter,

in the Countie ofHuntington Butcher , an accuſtomed Drunkard, being

entreated by a neighbour tounpitch a load ofhay, and being at thatvery

time in drinke, letting his pitch-forke flip out ofhis hand, and ſtooping to

take it up againe, flipped fromthe cart with his headdown-wards, his fork

ftanding upright with the tines , he fell directlyuponthem, whichat once

ran into his breaft, and ſtrokehis heart fo, thathedied fuddenly.

On the fixteenth day ofJuly 1628, one John Vintner ofGodmanchefter

Gardiner, a knowne drunkard, and one that would prophanely (efpecially

in his drinke) fcoffe at religion, and abufe goodmen; fell from thetop ofa

Peare-treeto theground andbrake his necke, andfo died.

These five laft exampleswere reportedunto me, and written withbis owne

hand,byaworthyMinifter MasterGeorge Nelfon,PreacheroftheWord

ofGod inGodmanchefter. addnob onthe file brot

CHAP. IX.
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Gathias in his Booke ofthe Perſian manners, reporteth

this ftorie, That certaine Philofophers, going into -

gypt, and finding there a promifcuous commixtureof

fathers and mothers with their daughters and fonnes ,

and a miferable neglect of children towards their pa-

rents returned fpeedily into Greece,and in acertaine

Citiethere, finding the dead body of a man wanting

buriall, they in compaffion committed the fame into the earth ; the next

day commingthe fameway againe, they found thefame bodydigged out of

the earth which whileft theywent about to burythe ſecond time, a feare-

full spectrum appeared unto them, and forbad themtodoe it, faying,That

he was a man unworthy to be buried, becauſehe had committed inceft with

his mother, and defpifed and contemned his father. This narration fhew-

eth , that the very earth doth execrate and abhorre fuch unnaturall luft and

difobedience.
Lauterbius inhis Booke ofthe diſcipline of children, reports a ſtorie of

a certaine young man, whohad a father very old, that had beftowed upon

him all his fubftance. This oldman, beingbythe fault of age unmannerl
y

at the table ofhis fonne, his fonde caufed a woodden trough tobe made for

his father, to catehis meate in like a hogge ; whichwhen his fonnes young

childe perceived, he asked his father for what uſe it ſhould ferve ; his father

answered, That it was for his Grandfath
er to eate his meate in; and (what

faiththe childe) muft I providethe like foryouwhen you are old : Where-

at his father being aftonifhed threw away the trough , and ever after enter-

tained his old father withgreater reverence and obedient refpect..

་ ་ །
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Of Murthere
rs.

Omulus having marked out with a plough the compaffe

ofthewalls ofthe Citie ofRome whichhewas a build-

ing, and had forbidden that no man fhould leape over

the fame, his brotherRhemus in fcorne leaped over the

wall ; which Romulus taking in evill part , flew his bro

ther , and reigned alone: but at length beinghated of

the people for his infolencie, he himselfewas flaine by

the fathers ofthe Senate at Caprea.

Conftantine the Great , after he had overcome Licinius his partner inthe

Empire, and obtained the fole Monarchie, grewboth infolent and cruell ;

forhefirst putto death his owne fifters ; next his ownefonne Crifpmwhich

he hadbyMinerves; thenhe flew hisowne wife Faufta in thebathes ; and

2.1

laftly



Gods Fudgements.
OfMurtherers.

laftly a number more ofhis friends. Forwhich cruelty, though hee was a

man endued with excellent vertues , yet God trucke him witha filthy Le-

profie, which continued upon him untill fuch time that hewas converted

tothe faith ofChrift, and baptifed by Pope Silvefter : afterwhichhe pro-

ved a moſt famous protector ofthe Church ofChrift.
by

Perillus that deviled the brafen Bull for the Tyrant Phalaris , wherein

menbeing incloſed and fcorchedwith the heat that was under the Bull, did

imitate the lowingof an Oxc; to the end that there should be nocompaffi,

ontheweduntothembythe King, ifthey had uttered a humane voyce : but

the author thereof wasthe firstthat endured thetorment thereofs and after

the Tyrant Phalaris himfelfe was containedto endure the fame minerable

and four cord Hot bas , and
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Ina famous Citie ofGermany,at a nuptiall feftivitie, a certainevirgin Theat .Hift.

was broughtbyayoung mana Shoomaker, that made love unto her, to the

folemne and ufuall dancing when themaide should returne home , the

youngman by chance was abfent, fo that ſhe was conducted homeby and

ther 3 whichwhen the Shoomaker knew,fuppofinghimselfe tobewronged,

hee went preſentlyto her fathers houfes and callingout the young ftudent

which guided her home, he flewhim affoone as he came out ofthe doores.

His father hearingthe deathofhis onely fonne,diedwithin three dayes with

griefes andwas buried inthe fame grave with his fonne: the Shopmakers

motherdied alfo with griefe; and the murtherer himselfe falling intode

fperation, threw himselfe headlong into a running river , and was drow-

ned
red at memorie : Pul

Anno 156 , a certaine Nobleman aboundingwith wealth ; not farrè

from Augufta ofthe Vindiletians,brought up in his houfe ayoung Blacka

more which villainewhen his Mafter was from home , rofe up inthe

night, and flew not onely his Lady , but thewhole family exceptingone

little daughter ofthe Noblemans. The Nobleman returning home after

twodayes, and finding his gare fhut , rode nearertothe walls ofthe houfe,

wondring. Where the Blackamore upon the topofthe houſe, with a fear

falt countenance, fpake unto himthefewords : 0 thou cruell man,thon rel

membereft how unworthily thou beatest me (not longfince) for nofault the med

morywhereof&ftill retained inmy minde , andhaverevenged his wrong pon

thine; beholdhere part of the carkaffe ofthy wife, whom I haveflaine, withthy

wholefamily, exceptthis lunile childwhich I have reſerved; andwill reſtoreit, if

thou wilt promife me mylife . The father being wonderfully disturbed, pro

miled that which he defired : but the devilliſh Moore anſwered , I know

thou wilt not keepe promifewith me, therefore takethy childe untothee

and threwher out of the window, where he was quathed in pieces ; and

then threw himselfe downe headlong from the top ofthe houfe, that hee

might avoid the vengeance ofhis Mafter. This storywas related untoFájd

ip Count Naffau, bythe Secretarie of the Count ofHanault; 01 938_

-Carson

juibuni 701
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CHAP. XI.

OfAdulterie.

+

Nobleman in Burgundie , having taken in war a cap-

tive, a Gentleman that was his prifoner ; the Gentle-

mans wife came to this Nobleman to redeeme her

husband; he promiſed that hee fhould be fet free, if

that hemight have theuſe of her bodie : the woman

returned to her husband , and told him upon what

tearmes heſtood. The Gentleman ſaid, that ſhecould

Author Phil. not fhew her love better unto him , than in yeelding to his defire ; which

being accomplished, the trayterous adulterous Nobleman next daycut off

the prifoners head, and gave his body to his wife : which horrible fact be-

ingcomplained ofby her tothe Duke ofBurgundie , he prefentlyfent for

the Nobleman , and firft constrained him to marry her ; but before night

he cut off his head, andgave herall his poffeffions.

Lonicer.

A like example is reported by thefame Authorofa SpaniſhCaptaine,

who kept in prifon a certaine manthat had violated thelawes. This man

having a beautifull wife , fent her to the Captaine to defire his favour and

freedome ; whichhe promiſed, upon condition that the fhouldyeeld tohis

luft ; wherewith her husband being acquainted, adviſed her to yeeldforthe

favingofhis life: the Spaniardafter he had fatisfied his luftuponher,com-

mandeth over andabove two hundred Duckets tobe paiduntohim ; which

beingreceived, theconceiving a certaine hopeofher husbands liberty, the

perfidious Spaniardbrought him forthout of prifon untoher, and prefent-

lyremanded him back againe into prifon , and there commanded hishead

tobe cut off. Which horrible fact,whenthe poore lamentablewomancom-

plainedofto the Dukeof Ferara, called Gonfaga , he preſentlyfent for this

Captaine; and finding the accufation true, firft commanded him topay

back againe the two hundred Duckats , with an addition of feaven hundred

crownes, more, next hee fent for a Prieft, and married thewomantothe

Captaine which beingdone, whenas hehoped to enjoy his new married

wife, Gonfaga fent him prefentlytothegallows, and there he ended his mi-

ferabledayes. ''uni

Thewife ofa certaine Duke , being a laſcivious woman, wrote two let-

ters ; one to the Duke her husband, and another toher Lover : but it hap-

penedby chance, that her letterwritten to her Lover, was delivered to her

Husband the Duke ;whothereby knowing herwickedneffe,came no fooner

home, but flew herwithhis owne hand.

Anno 1056, a certaine Doctor ofthe Law, anadvocate inConftance,

extreamely lufted after the wife oftheKings Procurator ; which Procura-

tor findingthe Doctor and hiswife together in a bath,playing and fporting,

and afterward in an oldwomans houfe hard by ; he got untohim a fharpe

curry-combe, and leaving three at the doore, to watch that no man ſhould

come in, he fo curryed the Doctor , that he pulled out his eyes out ofhis

head, and rent hiswholebody andmembers,thathedied withinthreedayes:

the like hehad done to his wife, but that ſhewaswith childe.

In
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In the yeare 1488, a certaine Prieſt did ſo long affault the chaſtitie ofa

Citizens wife, that she was conftrained to declare the fame unto her huf-

band; whoforbad him his houſe, threatningthat ifever he camethere, he

would geld him but this bold Prieft came againe when hee- imagined an

opportunity ; the husband fell upon him, and boundhim hand and foot ,

and performedwhat he had threatened , ſo that he went home in a mifera-

ble cafe.

In Voitland, foure murthers were committed upon the cauſe ofone A

dulterie : For when the adulterous woman was banquetting with her lo-

vers, herhusband came ofa fudden into the Chamber , and flew first him

that fate next his wife ; the other two amazed , ran downe the ſtaires and

brake both their fhoulders, and died within a fhort ſpace : Then hee flew

his adulterous wife. This ftorie Wolfius Schrencke reported to Martin Lu

ther, as he himselfe confeffeth .

In a certaine Citic ofGermany , a Gentleman of good note did folicite

and feduce to his luft a Citizens wife, which her husband commingtothe

knowledge of, watcht them fonarrowly, that he found them in bed toge-

ther ; and rushing into the chamber, firft flew the adulterer himſelfe, and

then his wife, being crept under a bed , and imploring his mercy till the

could confeffe her felfe to a Prieft; her husband asked her , Whetherfhee

were forry for what the had done ? Who anfwered , that he was grieved

for it; whichwords were no fooner pronounced, but he thruft her through

the heart with his fword,andwas forthe fame adjudged bythe Citietohave

donejuftly. This ſtory is reported in Colloq. ofLuther.

Luther doth report, that a man ofgreat name and fame,did ſoburnewith

continuall luft , that heblafphemoufly faid , That ifthat pleaſure was per-

petuall, hewould neverdefireto have any part in the Kingdome ofHeavens

fo that he might be carried from one Stewes to another, and from oneHar-

lot unto another. I couldadde more examples ofthis kinde ; but theſeſhall

fuffice, to fhew that God doth not onely punish this horrible finne in the

life to come, but alfo in this life with fearefull judgements.

CHAP. XII.

Of Theeves and Robbers.

Trio no

to ċerdo
t

Piredon, a Bishop of a certaine Citie in Cyprus was!

alfo delightedwith keepingof irrationall sheepe ; upon

a night certaine theeves enteredinto his theepe-fold,

with an intent to fteale away fome ofhis theepe : but

God protectingthe fheepheard and his fhcepe, infatua

ted the theeves , that they could not ſtirrel out of that

place till themorning atwhat time the Bishopcom

mingto viewhis flock,foundthem thus bound who preſentlyprayed to

God for their delivery, andwifhed them to get their living hereafterbyho

neft labour, and not by ftealth; yet withall gavethem a Rammewiththis

pleaſant tant : I give you this Rammethat you may not ſeeme to watch it

in vaine ; and fo fetthemfree.

HIX Gga
A
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A certaine young manbeingbitten with a maddogge, fell preſently af-

ter into madneffe himfelfe; and was faine to be boundwith chaines, The

parents of this young manbrought their fonne toan Abbot called Ammon,

entreating him , that by his prayers hee would reſtorehim to his former

health ; the holy Abbot answered,that they demanded that ofhim that paf

fed his power: But this I can fignifie untoyou, that the Devill holdeth you

all bound in his chaines , by reafon of a Bull which you stole from a poore

widdow; and untill you restore that Bull backe againe to the widdow, your

fonne fhall never be healed. The parents prefently confeffed their fault, re-

ftored the Bull, and preſently their fonne was delivered from this grievous

difcafe.

Acertaine Baker merrily talkingwith his neighbour , bragged, that in

that great time ofdearthwhich was then, he gainedout of every bushell of

Wheat above a crowne : which wordsbeing related unto the Governour of

the Citic, hee fent for the Bakerto fupper, and examined him about thoſe

fpeeches which the Baker could not deny whereupon the Governour

commandedhim preſently to put off his upper garments, and to knead fo

muchdowe before him , that hee might finde out themanner ofhis deceit ;

which being done, hee and all his fellow Bakers in the towne was caft into

prifon, totheir great difgrace.did allara

The fame Authour reporteth , That at Prague in Bohemia a Jew being

dead, his friends defired that he might be buried at Ratisbone, forty miles

offs whichbecacle it could not bee done without paying ofgreat tribute ,

they put his carkaffe into a hogshead full offweetwine, andcommitted itto

a carter to convey to Ratisbone, The theevifh carters in the waybeing

greedy ofthe wine, pierced the hogfhead; and drinking themselves drunke

withthewine mixed withthe flinkeofthedead carkaffe, moſt ofthem died.

The fame Luther reporteth , that at Wittenberge three theeves having

ftolae a filver dish, brought it to a Goldsmiths wifeto fell; who defired

them tocome againewithinanhoure, and then theewould bargaine with

them. Inthe meane while the related this bufineffe unto the Magiftrates ;

whofending prefently the Sergeants to apprehend thetheeves , they ſeeing

themfelves to be betrayed, refiftedwith their fwords : but notwithstanding

one of them was taken and executed, another efcaped by flight,and the third

being purfued over a bridge , Teaped into the river Albis , and there was

drowned. This exampleis more remarkable (faith Luther) becauſe this fel-

lowwas a most notorio wickedwretch, andhad cut off two fingers of his

owne fathers ; at whichvery inftant his father not knowing ofit, being af

kedwhat was become of his fonne, anfwered, that hewished hee was drow-

ned in the riverAlbis ; whichwithwas really performed at that very in-

fans for itwas the voyce ofGods angerout ofthe mouth of a father

AboutAilton in Huntington-fhire, alewd fellow ftole one of hisneigh

boursifat weathers ; andbringinghim homeboundabout his neck,fare down

upda à great fone in the fieldto cafe himfelfe, wherethe weather flingling,

feltovertheflane, and pulledthe thiefe after him ;andfoboth ftriving,one

for bifes another for liberty, the theefewas founddead in the morning, and

the weather alive.vil tisti na or man; berika İ

aids duwammal a predtovng laddw sy edolofi yd sou
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CHAP. XIII

Of Trecherie.

speduli mi , alice , ni samomitigazo

Henthe two Earles ofNorthumberlandandWeſtmore-

land had rebelled againſt Q.Elizabeth, and being defea

ted in the field, fled into Scotland ; the Earle ofNor

thumberland hid himſelfinthe houſe ofHector ofHar

Vlawean Armeſtrange, having confidence in him that he

would be true to him : he notwithſtanding for money

betrayed him tothe Regent ofScotland , from whence

theEarlewas fent into England, condemned of high treafon,and beheaded.

But it was obferved, that this Hector, being before a rich man,fell poorofa

fudden,andwas fo hated generally, that he never durft go abroad infomuch

that the Proverbe (to take Hedors cloake) is continued to this day among

them,when theywould expreffe a man that betrayeth his friend whotru

fted him. The like examplewe have of Banister who betrayed the Duke of

Buckingham, in the raigne of Ricbard the third.
Holder & tofind
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Lmighty Godfometimes doth execute his judgements

himselfe, ashe did upon Pharab in the Red Sea, and

ipon Sodomeand Gomorrah ; fometimes hee ufeth

the creatures as inftruments, as frogs and lice, & c. to

plague Pharaoh and the Egyptians : Sometimes hee

imployeththe good Angels to that purpoſe, as an Ans

gell todeftroythe Armie ofZenacherib before Jerufa-

lem: butmoſt ordinarily,heufeththeminiftery of evill Angels, whobeing

forward enough of their ownemalice, he givethmore ftrength unto by his

command, to execute vengeance uponwicked men. Thus Sathan under the

fhape ofa Serpent, beguiledour firft parents Adam and Eve, andpromis

fed them great good, in the ftead ofpunishments, which God had threate

neduntothem, Gen. 3. The fame SathanvexedKing Saul, 1 Reg 16. This

Sathan role againft Ifraell , and ftirredup David to number the peoples

whereat God being offended , ftrooke Ifraell with a grievous peftilence,

r Chronic. 21. It was Sathan that got leave ofGod, thathee might torture

Tobwith loathfomebotchesand boyles, Tob . It was Sathan that flew feaven

husbands, towhom Sarab the daughter of Ragnel had married? TobiteId

wasSathan that entred into Iudas Iscariotsheart, and moved him to betray

Chrift, andhang himselfe , John 13. s7. It was Sathan that inftiga-

ted Awanias andSaphira tolyetothe Holy Ghoft,whereupon theybothdied

fuddenly, Act 5. Laftly,it was Sathanthat fifted Peter, and buffered Paul

Gg 3

But
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But to leave the Holy Scripture ; Philip Melanthon reporteth, That he

heard oftwo men credible and faith-worthy that a certain Bottonian young

woman , two yeares after her death, returned againe to humane ſhape , and

went up and downe in the houſe , and fate at meate with them , but eate

little . This young feeming woman being at a time amongst other vir-

gines, a certaine Magitian came in , skilfull in diabolicall Arts ; who faid

torchefbeholders , This woman is but a dead,cankafle carried about by

theDeyills and prefantly be tooke from under her right arme-hole , the

charmes which hee had no foonerdone, but he fell downe a deadfilthie

carkaffereto sluod oda ni stand BP Euchsdındı

7

sil Mantin Autbenreporteththe likeofa womanat Erford in Germany,whe

being animated by the Devild, accompanied a young frudent that was in

lovewith bet,andwent up anddownte divers yeares ; but at last ,the Devill

beingcaft out bytheprayers ofthe Church, the returned to a dead and fil

thiecarkaffem tirooled gnisd, and ult Lavabdo zna ni mastbok

Tolfand her in his Golfoquies telleth us, how Sathan oftentimes

toaleth avtayyoung children ofwomen lyingin child bed, and fuppofterh

others of theirlow he begertidgintheir head da the shapes of Intabu and

Sockbibitefuchchille herreporteth ofhis owne knowledge at Hal

berfted ; which being carriedbythe parentstothe Temple of the Virgine

Mary to be cured, the Devill asked the childe (being in a basket upon the

river) whither it was going? theyoung infant anfwered , That hee was

going to the Virgin Mary whereupon the father threwthe basket and

the childe into the river. Thehike 'hee reporteth of another at Peffovia

which reprefenting in all lineaments a humaneſhape, it was nothing elfe

but meerteluflon oftheDevil : this childe faithhe, delighted in no-

thingbut in ftuffing it felfe withfood,andegefingthe fame in a filthy man-

ner, but was difcovered , and difrobed , and caft out bythe Prayers ofthe

Ghurchbut aid sex tob qitamolFo yuzimd

bnAt Babylon in the Temple of Apallo, a fouldiet breaking open agolden

Cheft there flew out fuch a peftilent fpirit , that infected the wholeworld

withthe plague : thus Aventine, lib.2, cap

Brun the Biſhop ofHerbipolis, accompanyingthe Emperourthrough

anArme oftheSea , heardthis voyce founding in his cares ; Ho Ho, thou Bi-

DapathyMalusGenius, and hitherfoever thom geeft thou art mine; at

thistime Ihavenopower to hurt thee, bat thou shalt fee meshartlyagaine ;, and

fo itcame to paffe Fornot long after, beingin a roome with divers o

thers ,partofthe roofe felldowne, and few this wicked Bishop alone , all

the rel temaining fafe andfound ng flito Lofuged an

-1 Brbaru Regius in a Sermon atWittenberge, Anno 1538, concerning

good andbadAngels, relateth a forie ofa certaine young maide poffeffed

by the Dovill ; for whomwhen prayerswere madein the Church, hefee

med to bequiet for the time, as ifhewere departed out ofher, watchingan

opportunity todo her further mifchiefe, as hedid indeed ; for,whenas leffe

care was taken ofher fuppofing herto be found, thee goingtowash her

hands at thebrinke ofa river running by, the Devill tumbled her headlong

in, and drowned her in a fearefull manner omni horny

Plating, Nauclerus, andother Hiftoriographerswrite ofPope Bennet the

ninth; whodied in the yeare 1495, that hee appeared (or the Devill for

him) inaprodigious andbeftiall forme, like a Beare in hisbody, and in

18
830
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his head andtayle, like an Affe: andwhen he was asked byfome, Whyhe

fhewed him felfe in fo auglyla fhape, anſwered, Thatthis fhapewas impos

feduponhimforhis wickedandbestiall behaviourwhen hewas alive.log

- In the hill counters ofBolenia , there usedto appeareanevill Spiritin

the habit andshapeofaMonk,whom the countrid people called Rabezall

This devillithMonkeufedrojoynehimselfeuntoravellers overthofe hils

and tobidthembe ofgoodcourage, for hee would lead them the right way

thorow the woods but whenashe hadpurposely led them outofthe way,

fo thatthey couldnot tell whichwayto tumethemfelves , he would leape

into a tree and laugh at them,with fuch a loud noyfe,ithat the wholewood

wouldusingofhimed! This was merrie Devilly fuch as our Robh-Good-

fellow is fad to be, butyet in his mitchcheedwayes affected mischiefe.

Thear:Mit pays 1002 a odosmid noqu quibandam owibasilarigge

bahunibert KingofLambardie, confuredwith one ofhis trusty counsel

lours aboqrpurring todeath hisawo brothers, do and Granſ%. Whileft

theywerethus confultinglina by window there fate a great flie bythem ?

one of thefeet whereof; the Kingwith his knifewhich he hadin his hand

durbffsqin the memewhile day and Grady entering into the Pallace's

mẹtwith lam with one of his feet cutoff who told them the King was

purpoſedto flay them if they paffed on whereuponthey returned and hid

themſelves in the Temple of Roma the Martyr. The King heating

thereof, was much troubled how his Counſell might be revealed, and

charged his Privic Counſellours with infidelitys But the CourſeHour

arifwered , That hee had not departed from his prefence fince the matter

wasconftived buttherefatea liewhofe foot they cut off, which no ques

Bionwasthe Devil (as it was) had revealed this fecret in the shape of a

man. Hereuponthe Kingwas reconciled to his brethren , and embraced

themwith love everafter. Thus the Devilfometimes dothgood, but it is

with an intent ofgreater miſchiefe : Et.ſimon\aliquâ abcuiffèt mortuus effer

CronicaHedian, fig anw tads Dibluo2 sonu Loisoqqa dife lived o

Whilescertaine Marinerswere faylingin the Sea, a Monſter was taken

by them , in everything like unto a womans whichbeing detained in the

fhipagoodwhile , ' one ofthe Mariners felliw lovewith her , rooke her to

hiswife, and begot one childe ofher : after three yeares they returning to

the fame place againe where thefame Monster wastaken, this woman- De-

vill leaped into the Seawithherchilde inherarmes the childewas drow

ned, but theevanifhed awayThusit is cafie forthe Devill totake upon

himthe fhape of a manorawoman. ExColloquiis Lutheri, not alivđolt

"

A certaine Nobleman invited MartinLuther, and other learned men to

his houfe the Nobleman after dinnerwentouta hunting, whereaHareof

great bigneffe , and a Fox ofgreat fwiftneffe, offered themselves unto his

hounds. TheNobleman ridingupon a good horfe, followed them amaine,

but his horfe falling downeunder him, dyed, andthe Harevanifhed into

the aire: This was certainly a diabolicall delufion. Luther, goudy

The fame Lutherwriteth, That certaine Noblemen riding a race, they

cryed our ; let the laft bee the Devils; one ofthe Noblemen having a

fpare horſe , hafted forward with the rest ofhis company ; but hishorfe

that was left free , came foftlybehinde , and was carried up bythe Devil

intothe aire. The Devill is notto be invited, forhe is readytocometin

called.

C
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PhilipLonicerus in his Hiftoricall Theatre , reporteth , that in a great.

plague , one carkaffe was feene to devoure it felfe in a grave : which,the

peoplebeing fuperftitious, thought it was a prefage ofthe continuance of

the peftilence; whereupon they fent untoWittenberge to Luther and o-

ther godly Minifters , for their advife and counfell he answered, that it

was a delufion ofthe Devill , and ifthey gave credit thereunto , the fick.

neffe would increaſe ; and therefore adviſedthem that defpifing this delufi.

on of the Devill, they should joyne together in prayer inGods holyTem÷

ple, to repreffe the furieand malice of the old Serpent ; which by that

meanes they obtained.

At Rotingburge an honeft and worthy Citizen having a beautifull

daughter, to whommany Sutor's frequented, there came alfoone in gallant

apparrell, andtwo men attending upon him, tobe a Sutor untothat beau-

tifull maide but her father beingdifpleafed at his importunitie , invited

the godly Miniſter ofthe Town,andfomeother goodmento fupper; where

entring intoconferenceofdivine matters, this gallant abhorring thefame,

defired them to talke offomeother merry matters ; whichthey refusingto

doe, he fhewed himselfewhat hewas, andwith his companions difpariſhed

into the aire, leaving a filthy ſtinke behinde him thus the Devill dothgo

about to delude both menandwomen. ManliusinCol. TrellorBlogg

A certaine man abounding with wealth, invited to fupper acompany of

his neighbours and friends who, whenthey refuſed to come upon occa-

fions , heewifhed that all the Devils in Hell would come : which wishes

were not in vaine , for prefently great troopes of Devils came, unto his

houſe, which hee entertainedat the firſt , andafterward (as my Authour

faith) perceiving bytheir fingers and feet tobe infernall Spirits, hewith

his wife, trembling, ranneout of thehouse, leaving a young infant in a cra-

dle, and a foole rockingof its bothwhichwere preferved alive after thede-;

parture ofthe Devils : Jok. Fincel.:

The Devill alſo appeared unto a Souldier that was givento play, ſwea

ring, and drinking ; and having played with him all night , and woon

his money isthee told him it was time to depart and carryed him a-

waywithhim into theaire ; whither Godknowes ; forhee neverwas feene

after. T

Inthe yeare of our Lord 1536, there was at Franckford a maide grie

vouſlytormented with a painein herhead, and a kinde of frenzie , at the

laft the came to that paffe, that itwas manifeftthat fhe was poffeffed with

theDevil; for ifthe touched any thingofany mans, eitherhead,garment,

or anythingelſe, ſhedrewmoneyout of it ofthe ufuall coyne of that coun-

trey, and preſently put it intoher mouth and ſwallowed its but fometimes

theycaughther hand, and wrungtheir moneyfromher , and fhewed it up

anddowneas a great wonder: Shee alfo in her fits fpake the high Dutch

tongue perfectly, which the never learned nor heard of; with manyother

things ofgreat admiration.Lather being demanded, What courfe wasto

be taken to difpoffeffe her ofthis evill Spirit; advifed, that thee fhould

duely be brought untothe Church to heare Sermons, andto bee prayed

for publiquely in the Congregation ; bywhichmeanes, fhortly after thee

was delivered from Sathan, and reftored to her former health this rela

tion thewife Senatours of Frankeford cauſed to bed publiſhed in Print,

Anno 1538.

Certaine
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Certaine learnedmen inthe Counſell of Bafil, wentintoawoodfor re-

creation fake, friendly to conferre about the controverſies of that time!

Whilefttheywere therewalking, they heardabird likeunto a nightingall

fingingmoſt ſweetly, above any Nightingall inthe World, and alfo fawa

birduponanarme of a tree, not like unto any bird one of thecompanie

morehearty than the other, faid thus unto her, I abjure thee in the nameof

the Lord Iefus Chrift, to tell us what thouart ; towhomthebird anſwered,

That thewas one of thedamned foules, andappointed to stay in that place

untill the laſt day, andthen to endure everlafting punishments ; whereupon

fhe flue from thetree, and cried; Operpetualland infinite eternitie. Me-

Landhonjudged this to bee an evill fpirit, and fotheevent prooved : for all

that were prefent at thisabjuration fell preſently veryficke,andſhortlyaft

terdied. Manl , Collecta & medi

A certaine parifh Clerke (as Cafarius reporterh) excelled all men in

fweet neffe of finging, whom when at a time a godly andholy manheard,

he faid, This isthe voice not of a man, butof the Divell ; whomwhenhe

had abjured in thename of Chrift, the Divell departed out of the bodie of

the Clerke, and the bodie felldowne into a dead carkaffe. Difcip. de temṛ

pore.

Paulus Diaconus in his fixteenth Bookewitneffeth, That in the reigne of

Anaftafius the Emperour, there were in Alexandria manywomen and chil

dren, poffeffed of theDivell,which beingtakenwith furie,uttered no other

voicebut like thebarkingofa dog.

In the yeare of our Lord 1545, anevill fpirit haunted theCitie Rotuill,

fometimes in the fhape of an hare, fometimes of aWeefell, fometimes of

a Gole, andwith a cleere voice threatened that he would fire the Citie,

which malice ofhis, thoughGod prevented, yet it ftrooke greatterror inco

the minds of the people.Tob.Finc.lib.1.

In the Dukedome ofLuneberge,a certainewoman poffeffedofthe Divel,

ufed to fpeake in her fits moſt pure Latine andGreeketothe great admira

tion of all thatheardher. Man,in Collect, tocar elle 22

At FribugeinMifnia, a certaine man of great pietie andholineffe, lying

ficke and neere unto death,the Divell came untohim inthe habiteof a Bi-

ſhop ( heebeing alone ) and exhorted the man to confeffa all his finnes

which hee had committed in his lifetime, andthat havingpenneand Inke-

hornehe would writethem downe in order but the old manbeing impor

tunedbyhim,anfwared, Seeingthou urgeft this, writedowne filt this fen-

tence: The feedofthe woman fullbruise the Serpent's head whichthe Divell-

Bishop nofooner heard but he vanished away, leaving a filthie favourbe

hinde him, and the man died in peace. ManlinCollect.: by lawbfubcom

Job Fincelius in his thirdbookeof miracles, writetha frangeftorie of a

godlyyoungmaide, infefted long,and poffeffedatlengthbythe Divellywhe

in her acted ftrangethingstothe admiration of allmen: but at length thee

was freed from his malicious moleftation, by thecarneft prayers of godly

Minifters inthe Church, the Divell flying out of her in the forme ofa

Swarmeof fliesout of awindow. This ftorie isat large relatedwithmany

Strange circumstances, by Philippus Lonicera in his Hiftorical Theatre.

Page a hundredtwenty and fix.
.noifalem

ThefameAuthor relateth á ſtorie of amaide ofexcellentbeauty,whom

thePrieftofthetownefoinduced and inveigledbyhis perfwations (faying

that
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that thePopehadpardoned himfor all fuch offences ) that fheebecamehis

Concubine : Nowwhenheehadinvitedmany of his companions to a feaſt,

together with his Concubine, the Divell entered in amongst the guests,

fnatching awaythe youngwoman,and faying,Thouart mine : neither could

thePrielt or any of thecompanie deliver her out of his hands. Andthou

alfo ( fayeth the Divell to the Priest ) and I meane to fetch thee ſhort-

ly.

Martin Luther reporteth this ftorie out of the mouthofDo&tor Gregori-

susPontanus, howtwoNoblemen fallingout in the Court of the Emperour

Maximilian, vowed eachothers death. Nowthe Divell takingoccafion out

of this malicious vow, flew the oneofthe Noblemen in the nightwitha

ſwordtaken outof the others fheath, intothewhichhee put the fame againe

all bloudie ; whereupon this Noblemanwas arraigned of this murther,and

hadbincondemned, but that it was prooved that he ſtirred not out of his

chamber all that night : and therefore they concluded that it was the mali-

cious fact of Sathan. And yet the Nobleman becauſe hee intended this

murther, though hee acted it not, was condemnedbytheEmperour to per-

petuallbanishment.

Andthus much concerning perfons infeſted bythe Divell. Now aword

ortwo for places.

Saint Auguftise in his two andtwentieth Booke DeCivitate Dei, chapter

the eighth, reporteth of a certaine Gentleman that lived notfar fromhim

in Affrica,who had his houſeſo infefted with evill Spirits , that both his

fervants and his Cattell died frequently. This mangetting unto himthe

companyofthe Priests, & offeringupthe facrifice ofthe bodyandbloudof

Chriſt in his houſe, with fervent prayers untoGodagainst thefe evill Spi-

rits, wasthereby freed from any further moleſtationbythem, as this holy

Father writeth.ho
telo,

Saint Gregorie telleth us of the Spirit of one Pafchafins, that haunted the

Bathes, andwas feene by Sermanus the Biſhopof Capua, bywhofe meanes

and prayersthe place was freed from that Ghoft, or rather the Ghoſtwas

freedfrom that place. Greg.lib.4.Dia
log.Cap, 39.

4

GregorieNiffen writes alfoof a certaine Bathwhich was grievouſly infe-

ftedby evillSpirits , wherein they tooke awaythelives of many men.

The likewhereof isreportedby Georgim Presbyter, of another houſe thus

moleſted, wherethe evill Spirits would throwftonesuponthe tablewhile

theywerdat dinner, andfilled the houſewithmyce and Serpents, fothat no

man durft dwelltherein.

S Thelikeftorie reporteth Mataphraftes in the life of Saint Pautheneus ;

andLyca,inthe life ofthe Emperor Anaftafius.

Pling in his feventh Booke, the twentie feventh Epiftle, telleth us, that

in an houfe in Athensthereappeared continuall
y a talland leane fhape ofa

mandrawing chaines after him ; whichwhen it was feene to finke downe

andvaniſh intoa certaine place of the ground, they digged and found the

dead body of a man : which being removed, the houfewas freed from the

moleftation.

! ,$ t །

What : fhouldI fpeake of the houſe of Eubatis in Corinth,writtenby

Lucian2 or ofPanfanias the King ofthe Spartans,whofehouſewas haunted

by
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byanevil fpirit prefently after he had flainhiswifeCleonice,asPlutarchwri-

teth ? Or of the evil fpirits that haunted the grave ofthat cruel Tyrant Gafar

Caligula?Suet. Or of Nerothat flewhis mother Agrippina,whowas continu

ally after purfuedwith a fpirit in his mothers fhape?or of Otto that flew his

predecefforGalba;afterwhich he never ceafed tobe molefted with fearfuland

terriblevifions? OranumbermorewhichI might infert;but thefe fhal fuf-

fice as a taſte of a number more that Tyrams the Iefuite hath fetdownin his

BookDe infestis Locis. I addeonely twoor three, and foanend.

to Alexanderof Alexandro dwelling inRome, in anhouſe fo infamousfor

ftrange fights, that no man durft dwell therein, reporteth, that befidethe

night tumults and horrible and fearefull hoyfes, there appeareduntohim

the fhapeof aman, of a filthie looke,threateningcountenance, andblacke

and fearfull in bodie, fromwhichthehouſe couldby no meanesbe fet free.

Cardanus,Lib.26.c.93.De rerum varietate, reporteth the like tohavehap

pened toan houfe of a certaine Nobleman in Parma. Inwhichhoufe al-

waiesbefore the death of fome ofthe family, anold woman of anhundred

yeares oldappeared fittingin the chimneycorner.

In an Ifland neere unto the Articke Pole,there is anhill out of the which,

like mountÆtna, there burfteth out continuallyfire andſmoake. There

everie night appeareth a companie of evill Spirits, reprefenting perfectly

the fhape of fome friends whichtheyknow :whomwhentheygoto fpeake

unto, they preſentlyvanish out of their fight. Olam magnus.

But enough, enough, of this unfaverie fubject : onely letus learne hereby

tobeware of this ambitious enemieofmankinde,whoas Saint Peterfayeth,

Goeth about fomtime like a Lion todevour us : Other times like a fubtill

Serpent to moleft us, butall with adefireof ourdeſtruction.co

7

Imaybethought too prolix inthis Argumentof Gods Iudgements ; but

confidering the fierceneffe of Godswrath againſt notorious finners, andthe

hardneffe of mens hearts tobedrawne to repentance, nothing I thinke can

bejudgedtoomuch. But yet to fweeten theſe fourepills, let mecover them

a littlewiththefugar of Gods mercifull protection of his childrenbyhis

holy Angels.

A

CHAP. xv.

The conclufion, concerningthe protection ofholyangels, overfuch

as feareGod. t wil

Otwithſtandingall thefe Judgements uponthewicked,

yetGod is good unto Ifrael, evento thoſe that are ofans

upright heart. Pfalme_feventie three, Verſe thefirſt

for as heexecuteth his Judgements uponthe one,fohee

defendeththe other, by his mightic providences efpe-

cially by the protection of Angels. Of whichIpur

pofeto giveyoumanyexamples inthis place and fitft

out of the holy Scriptures. To oil mudi Lovib ban mid

cough) 2 vo for's to woodequr 23 5bal Two

Qui 20 di Ad
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¡ TwoAngels cameto Lotin Sodome, ftrooke the inhabitants withblind-

neffe and led or bythe hand out of Sodom, readie to bedeſtroyed by fire

and brimstone, Genefisthe nineteenth.
When

Abrahamwas about tofacri

fice his fen Heer, an Angellheld his hand, andforbadhim to kill his fonne,

promifinghim from God a bleſſingfor his obedience, Genefis 2.2 . Jacob in

bisreturnehomeward, was comforted and ftrengthened againſt his brother

Efaubythe bleffed Angels, Genefis the two and thirtieth,

AnAngellof the Lordwhenthechildrenof Ifraelcameoutof Egypt,

ſtood betwixt the campe of the Egyptians and the Ifraelites in a pillarof

cloudsbyday, to protect the Ifraelites against the Egyptians, Exodus 14,

Balaam whenbeing fent for by BalaacKingof Moabto curfe the Ifraelites,

an Angellwith a word drawne in his handwithſtoodhimin theway, and

commanded himtofpeake nothingbut what the Lord fhouldput into his

mouth . Numbers 22demoqraum

An Angel of the Lord apeareduntoGedeon , comfortedhim, and appointed

him captain over the people, to deliver Ifrael out of the hand of the Madi-

anites, Iudges, Chapter 6

-AnAngel ofthe Lord appeared untoManoa andhiswifewhowas barren,

promisingthem a fonne, tobe called Sampfon, that thould deliver the Ifrae

lites out of the hands of the Philiftims, Indg,13 ,

It wasan Angell in Davids timewhich ftrooke the Ifraelites,with the

peftilence, whereof died thrcefcore and tenthousand ; and when David

prayed, put his word up into his fheath, and faved the reft : the ſecond

booke of, Samuel andtwentie fourth Chapter.

Elias the Prophet was refreshedwithmeat and drink,and in the ſtrength

thereof hee travelled fourtie dayes and fourtie nights; even to MountHo-

rebs bythe Minifterie of an Angell, King¼1944on

93

Manylegions of Angels environed the Prophet Elifha, whichhis fer-

vant, this prayer, his eyesbeing opened ) fawand beheld, and all tode-

fend him fromthe Affyrians thatbefieged Samarias Kings,6. nå ,almpor

An Angel of the Lordflew inthecampeof the Affyrians in one night.

anhundred fourfcoure and fivethousand men ; 2 Kings, 19.

od

god

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,being caft into the fierie Furnaceby

Nabuchadneza , for not worshippinghis golden Image, werepreſerved a-

live and kept from hurtbyan Angell of the Lord, Daniel3 .

It was an Angell that ftopt the mouthes of the Lyons, that theycould

not hurt Danielthat was caft into their Denne, Daniel, 10 .

The Angel Gabriel declared unto

fbring forth Iohnt
hacha

rias

,that hiswife
fhould

with child,
wit

h
chil

d
, a

her oldaage,Luk. 1 .

conceive

It was the fame Angell that announced to the Virgine Mary, that ſhe

fhouldbring forth Iefus Chrift our Saviour, Luke 1.

The fame toldthe fhepheards in the field, of Chrift his Nativitie

and witneffedhis reſurrection and afcention into the heavens, Mathew 28

samad ti
Makaods Austbefirfglinovál s

AnAngelldeliveredthe Apontles out ofPrifon, A83 5 .

An Angelli freed Peter from his chaines, Acts 12. and Pauland Silas,

Add to zisgaA to noisering v

An Angell.comfo
rted Fiul upon the Sea, and all thofe that werewith,

him, and delivered them fromthe Tempeft, 4 twentie feven? 13 10 30

All theſe Examples areout of the holy Scriptures, which is of infalli-

ble
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ble truth, and fheweth that to bewhich is fpokenby the Prophet D4-

vid inthefoure andthirtieth Pfalme, That the Angell of theLordpitcheth

his tentsroundabout them thatfeare him.

Now follow examples out of humaneWrites ; and firſt to begin

with a ftorie inSocrates, lib.6.cap.6. and Sozomen. lib.8.cap.4.

When Arcadis was Emperour of Rome, and Saint Chryfoftome Bir

fhop ofConftantinople, therewas Gainas, an Arrian, anda Barbarian

byprofeffion , who being powerfull and great , went about tothrust

Arcadius out of his Seat; but the Emperour compoundingwith him,

fent him unto Conftantinople with a troupe of horse and foot, under

the pay ofthe Emperour. Thisman defired to havea peculiar Church

for them of hisowne Sect, for the freeexercifing oftheir Religion :

whichbeingdenyed bytheEmperour, at the perfwafion ofSaint Chry

foftome, theTyrant raifedhis forces in the nighttospoyle and havocke

the Citie. But they were refifted the first and fecond night , bythe

fhew ofa great Armie oftall and luftie men,andfoterrified, that they

durft doe nothing. Thethird night the Tyrant himselfe, thinkingthis

tobebut a fable, came in his owne perfonwith his whole Armie, and

found the fame refiftance : wherewith being terrified , hee fled into

Tracia; where hee was flaine moft miferably. Thus this great Citie

was protected by the miniftery ofAngels , as Hierufalem once was

fromthe Tyran Ženacherib.

Inthe reigne ofPompilius KingofPoland , as the Polonian Chroni

cles doe report , in the first booke, and twelfth Chapter, there came

two men ofa venerable countenance and habit to the Court gate , defi-

ringentranceand entertainment ; but theywere repulfed bythe Por-

ter. Thenthey went to one Pyaf , a man of excellent holineffe and

charity, who entertainedthem into his houfe very lovingly , broached

a Veffell offweet Wine for their drinke , and killed a fat Hogge for

their meate , which hee had prepared againſt the firft tonfure of his

fonne, according to thecuftome ofthat Countrey. Theſe men, or ra-

ther Angels , finding this kinde entertainment , caufed the Veffell of

fweet Wine to multiply, fothat the morethey dranke , the more still

remainedbehinde; and the Hogge alfo in like manner, At laft they

wrought means,that Pompiling the Kingbeing dead, this good man was

chofen King in his ftead,andthen difparifhed andwerenever more feen.

Nicephorus inhis feventeenth booke, Chapterthirty five, reporteth

othera ftrange ftorie of aJewifh

Che

Templebythe Priest to cate

children, brought into

the reliques ofthe Sacrament , as the cuſtome was : who tooke it a-

mongſt his fellowes. Whichas foone as the Jewhis father understood,

he put him into a fierie oven tobe tormented to death ; his mother

fought him up anddownethe Citie, not knowingwhat was done; and

at laft, after three dayes, foundhimalive in theOven : from whence be-

ing taken , therewasno fmell offire about him. Thus God protected

byhis Angell this poore childe. Iuftinian the Emperour , after hee

knew thereof, cauſed the boy and his mother to be baptized ; and the

father, whorefuſed,hecauſed tobecrucified to death,

Under the Emperour Mauritius the Citie of Antioch was thaken

witha terrible Earthquake , after this manner : There was a certaine

нь
Citi-
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Citizen fo given to bountifulneffeto the Poore, that heelwould never

fuppenordine, unleffe hee had one poore man to bewith him at his

Table. Upon a certaine evening fecking for fuch a gueft , and finding

none, agrave oldmanmet him inthe Market-place, cloathed in white,

with two companions with him, whom hee entreated to fuppe with

him : Butthe old man anſweredhim, That he had more need to pray

against the deftruction of the Citie; and prefently fhooke his hand-

kerchiefe againſt one part of the Citie, andthen against another ; and

being hardly entreated , forbore the reft. Which hee had no fooner

done, but thoſe two parts ofthe Citie, terribly fhaken with anEarth-

quake,werethrowne totheground, and thouſands ofmen flain.Which

this good Citizen feeing , trembled exceedingly. To whom the old

man inwhite anſwered and fayed, Byreafon ofcharity to the poorehis

houſe and Familie were preferved. And preſently theſe three men

(whichno queftion were Angels) vanished out offight. This ftorie Si-

gisbert inhis Chron . reporteth, anné 585. 110cm £ 15 gadovol

Philip Melanthon reporteth , That ina certaine Village neare unto

the Citie Sygnea, a woman fent her fonne into thewoodto fetch home

her Kine : inthe meanewhile, fuchafnow fell,thatthe boy could not

returne home againe : his parents the nextday ( taking more care for

the boythen for the kine ) went out to feeke him ; and within three

dayes, found him inthe middeft of the wood, fitting in a faire place

where no fnow had fallen : They demanded ofhim,Whyhemadenot

hafte home : He answered, That hetarryedtill itwas evenings being

infenfible both of the time and ofthe cold They asked him againe,

Whetherhe had received any food or no Theboyanſwered, That a

certaine man brought unto him bread and cheeſe, which hee did eate

Thus without doubt the childe was preſerved byan Angell , and the

manthat brought him the breadandcheeſewas an Angel ofGod.

• Tiburtins the Governour of Areciam, a Heathen man , forbad two

Chriſtianbrothers,Pergentinus and Laurentinus,to preach Chrift: First,

he alluredthem by flattering fpeeches ; whichwhen it fucceeded not ,

he cauſed them to be beaten with clubbes. But thearmes ofthemthat

beat them werefo withered, that they could not ftrike a ſtroke: Then

hewent about to ſtarve themin prifon , but theywere nouriſhedbyan

Angell ofGod: After , hee commanded them towalke bare-footed

upon burning coales, which theydid without any fenfe ofhurt : Laft-

ly, the Image of Iupiterbeingbrought unto them toworſhip, they cal-

lingupon the name ofJefus , the brazen Image refolved into duft :

whereupon many ofthe Heathen people forfooke their Idols, and tur-

ned unto the faith ofChrift. This ftory is written by Marullus, Spala-

tenfis, lib.1.cap.8.

go to sirit .

In that battell wherein ludas Machabeus overcame Timotheus , five

men appeared in golden Armour ; whereoftwo defended Machabens,

andthe other three affaulted the enemies ; the fecond of Machabees ,

Chapter the tenth. Likewife in the eleventh Chapter ofthe fame

Book , it is declared howtwo men in goodly Armour, and uponwhite

horfes, fought for the Jewes against their enemies ; as Caftor and Pollux

were feene tofight for theRomans againſt the Tufculans , at the Lake

Regillum.

!
When
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Whenthe Locrians made warre with the Crotolians, there was feen

two goodly young menuponwhite horſes , fighting for the Locrians;

who as foone as the victory was gotten, were never feene more : which

victory, at the fame inftant that it was gotten, was declared at Athens,

Lacedemon, and Corinth; places farre diftant from Locris and Cro-

thon.

When Attila the Kingofthe Hunnes, calling himfelfe the fcourge

ofGod, hadwith furious rage deftroyed and wafted many Cities in Ita-

ly; he came at laft to Rome, purpofing alfo to deftroy it : But Pope

Leo the Great , by the commandment of Falentinian the Emperour,

cameout unto him , and by his prayers and intreaties made himfo

milde,that preſently without doing anyhurthe returned intohis owne

Countrey. Hereupon, being demanded by his Nobles,Whyhe fhew-

ed himselfe fo obedient to the Romane Bishop ; he anſwered, That it

was not in honour of the Pope , but that helaw another man ſtanding

by in Prieftly garments , threatning him with a naked fword in his

hand, unleffe bee wouldyeeld unto Pope Leo. This doubtleffe was an

Angell protecting ofthe Citie ofRomefrom that cruell and mercilefle

Enemie.

Wereade inthe lives ofthe Fathers, how a certaine religious Chri-

ftianwas caftinto prifonby thefouldiers ofIulian the Apoftata, whom

when Apolonius another godly Chriftian came to vifit , the Centurion

caft him alfo into prifon, to accompany the other, and fet fouldiers to

watchthe priſon left they fhould efcape ; but late in the night anAngel

ofGodwas feene in a moft cleare light,andbrokeopen the prifon dore:

whichbeing feene, theWatch fell downe before thofe holy men, and

the Centurion that night having his houſefore fhaken withan Earth-

quake,and fome ofhis fervants flaine; the next morning cameand déli-

vered the twoholymen out ofprifon withgreattrembling and feare..!

We reade in the lives ofthe Fathers, ofone Copres a holy man, that

difputed with Manichee , and when hee could not puthim downe in

words, it was agreed betweenethem, that the tryall of thetruth oftheir

religion fhould be madeby fire : whereupona fire being made in the

Market- place, Copres went into it , andftooda time in it unhurt, being

protectedbythe Angell of God ; thenthe Maniobee refufingto doe the

like, was thrust into the middeft ofthe fire bythe people , and was fo

fcortched, that he ſcarce efcaped with his lifes fo that the people ab

horring his wicked doctrine, thruſt himout oftheCities faying, This

feducerburneth alive, monododt is quiqu

Baratanes the King of Perfia madewarre upon the Romanes ; againſt

whom Narfeus theEmperours Generall prepared an Armie : andwhen

the Conftantinopolitanes were in great feare two Angels in Bythinia

charged certaine men thatwent to Conftantinople, to tell the Citizens

that they should give themſelves to prayerand fafting , and feare no-

thing, for they were fent ofGod to defendthe Army of the Romanes

against the Perfians; whichthey did accordingly forthe Perfian Army

was defeatedby Narfaus , and the Saracens that came to helpethem in

great multitudes, weredrowned in theriverEuphrates. This Socrates

reportéth, Lib, 7. Capitulo 18. jbgorozubnistroyed
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But to come to examples of later memory. Melancthon in his ex-

plication ofthe tenth Chapter of the prophefte of Daniel , relateth i

ftorie ofGryneus a famous learned and godly man, who havingoffended

the Biſhop ofVienna,called Faba, in a difputation about Religion, re-

turned unto his fociates affembled together , whereofMelancthon was

one : where difcourfing of the difputation betweene him and the Bi-

fhop, I (faith Melanthon) was called out ofthe chamber,to ſpeak with

a certaine grave man , ofa venerable countenanceand habit, who told

methat weſhould remove Grynem out ofthat place preſently , for the

Sergeants were cometo apprehend him , andto caft him into priſon :

whereuponwe preſently conducted him throughthe Citie,and brought

him unto the rivers fide , wherewe hadhim conveyed over into ano-

ther Jurifdiction : and at our returne totheInne , found that the Ser-

geants hadbeene there. Thus, faith Melanetbon , we fee that this grave

old man was an Angell ofGod,that cameto protectthe goodman from

his enemies.

In the yeare 1539, not farre from Sitta in Germany, inthe time of

a great dearth, and famine, a certaine godly matron havingtwo fonnes,

and deftitute ofall manneroffuftenance , went with her children to a

certaine fountaine hardby, prayingunto Almighty God,that hewould

there relieve their hungerby his infinite goodneffe : as the was going,

a certaine man met her bythe way, and faluteth her kindly , and asked

herwhither theewas going ; who confeffed that the was going to that

fountaine there, hopingtobe relieved byGod, towhom all thingsare

poffibles for ifhe nourished the children ofIfraell in the defart forty

yeares , how is it hard for himto nourish meand my children witha

draught ofwater and when thee had ſpoken theſe words , the man,

(whichwas doubtleffe an Angel ofGod) told her, that feeing her faith

was fo conftant , fhe fhould returne home , and there fhould finde fix

bushels ofmeale for her andher children. Thewoman returning,found

that true whichwas promiſed.

In the yeare 1558, a cruell tempeft raged in Thuringea , beating

downe houſes, pulling up trees by the roots, anddrowned by the vio

lence ofthe water above forty perfons, men andwomen . In this feare-

full inundation ofwaters, a notable and miraculous example ofGods

protection by Angels fhewed it felfe : for there was a woman newly

brought tobed ofa childe, drowned , but the infant lying in a cradle,

was carried with the violence of the water agreat way off, and at laſt

the cradle ſtopping at theboughofan apple-tree, was faſtened till the

waters decreaſed, and after divers dayeswas found alive.

The like example ofa childe miraculouſly preferved inthe waters, is

defcribed by Hufanus in moſt elegant verfes; the copiewhereofyou may

reade in the Hiftoricall Theatre ofLonicera, pag. 196.

Another childe at Friburge in Mifnia falling intothe river,was car-

ried violently a great space, untill it came unto aMill , where it ſtop-

ped, and was miraculouſly taken up aliveby Gods protection, and his

holy Angels .

The likewereadeofconcerninganother childe,miraculouſlyprefer

ved at Rotinberge, in theyeare 1565, as Loniceras reporteth.

I
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I will adde one more ofmy owneknowledge , concerning an In-

fant.

In a Towne in Cambridge-fhire, therewas a drafie Steeple ready to

fall, underwhich a pooremanwithone childe,had built a little cottage,

and livedtherein: it chanced that the Steeple fell upon that little cot-

tage, thewomanbeing in the towne , and the childe in the houſe : all

men fuppofed the childe had beene crushed to pieces ; but it pleafed

God,bythe protection ofhis holy Angels, that certaine piecesofthe

Bell-free fell croffe over the little cottage, and kept offthe ſtones from

hurting of the childe ; which crying was heard,and theyterhovingthe

ftones and rubbidge, found the childe alive.' wood dogĄ
A

The like happened at Huntingtons where Saint Mars Church,

having a decayed Steeple , the Parishioners fer Mafons to repaire its

whoabout noone commingdowne totheirdinner, left certaine children

whichweretaught by the Minifter, playing in thebody ofthe Church,

who had no fooner runne intothe Chancell to their victuals , but the

Steeple tumbled downe into the Church , beatingdowne a great part

ofthe Church : withall , behold thewonderfull protection ofGod, if

the Steeple had fallen upon the Lords day , many hundreds had beene

flaine ; and ifat any other timeofthe day, the Mafons and the children

had all perished : but bleffed be the name of the Lord for this fafe de-

liverance.

in

Anotherexample was related unto me by menof good credit, upon

their owne knowledge; how a certaine man riding between twowoods

a great tempeft of thundering and lightening, rode underan Oaketo

ſhelter himſelfe ; but his horfe wouldby no meanes ftay under that

Oake , winching, and kicking, and runningaway, whether his Maſter

would or no: which his mafter perceiving, went unto another Oake

hard by , where the horſe ſtayed very quietly : but theyhad not long

ftaid there, butthe firft Oakewith a grievous clap ofthunder and ligh-

tening was torne all to fitters, and the man and horfe in the other place

efcaped fafely: Ohthe wonderfull protection ofGod, and that by the

miniſtery ofhis holy Angels !

In theyeare 1565, fo great a tempeft ofraine and waters arofe at

Iflebia, that it bare downehouſes before it ; it fell moſt violently upon

the houſe ofone BartholdBogt , fo that it broke downe the fore-part of

his houſe, where lay achilde in a cradle ; whichthe father, with hazard

of his life , brought forth and carried into his adjoyning neighbours

houſe : two other ofhis children endeavouring alfoto fave , hee tooke

in his armes to carry forth of the houfe , but the rage of the water hin-

dered him , ſo that they refted upon a beame ; fromwhence the one of

his childrenwas violently taken out of his armes, and he and the other

being fhakenfrom the poft, were carried intothe Orchard ; where fin-

ding footing, ftoodup tothe neck inwater,with the childe in his armes;

and looking about for his other childe, hefound it fitting upon a piece

oftimber, and comming towards him, whichhee alfo tooke into his

armes , and gotup into a high pile ofwood, wherehe refted all night ,

nonebeing able to afford him any helpe. The next morning, when the

waters were decreaſed, he camedowneto looke for two other ofhis chil-

Hh 3 dren
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dren which he had left in anupper part ofthe houfe , whom hee found

faſt afleepe ; now he had no fooner taken them from thence , but that

partof the houſe fell downe alfo: wherewe mayfee a vifible figne of

Gods protectionby his holy Angels,who not onely preferved all the fa-

mily,but alfo kept that part ofthe houſe from falling,whereinthe chil-

dren layfleeping, untill they were brought forth.

Many more examples ofthis kinde might beadded , but theſe ſhall

fuffice to fhew Gods great providence towards his children ; who as he

punifheth the wickedwith moft fevere Judgements , fo he protecteth

thoſe that feare him with extraordinary providence by his holy

Angels : to fhew the truth of that , which the Apoftle

fpeaketh ; that They are miniftringSpirits, fentforth

to waite uponthem whoſhall be heires ofSalva-

tion, Hebrewes 1. Verfe 14.
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THE

SECOND
PART

OF

THE
THEATRE OF

GOD'S

JUDGMENTS
.

CHAP. I.

Gods RemarkableJudgements against Prides

S in the two former learned Tractates, BearingTitle

of The Theatre of Gods Iudgements inflicted upon the

feverallbreaches ofthe Ten Commandements ; ſo now;

to theſe we adde a third Traft , ofhis moft remarkable

puniſhments of the feaven deadly finnes ;, and thefe il

luftrated by fundry notable Examples , afwell Do

meſtick as Forraine. And becauſe Pridewas the first,

which began in the Angels, and hath fince infected all mankinde, fromour

Protoplafti (ourfirft Parents) Adam and Eve, and Hath continued through

all generations hitherto; and fhall in their pofterity, even to the last diffo

lution : I derivemy first Difcourfefrom that.

1

"

1

There be foure forts ofPride, bywhichevery infolent and arrogant marr Foure Specios

difcovereth himfelfe: For instance, when thofegoodparts (ifhehaveany); of Pride.

ofwhichhe is poffeft , he apprehendeth meerely to fpring from himfélfe

or when thoſe which he acknowledgeth tobe conferred from above, heat-

tributeth to his owne merit ; orwhen he boafteth tohave, what indeed hee

hathnot orwhendefpifing others, he covets tobefingular in himself. This

finne was borne in Heaven, but fo fuddenly precipitated thence, that it:

could never fince finde theway backe againe thither all other vices are

onely at warre with thefe particular vertues, bywhich they are overcome ;

as Inchastity, Chastity; Bounty, Avarice; Wrath, Patience ; and fo ofthe reft!

Pride is notwith that contented, as to oppoſe Humility and Obedience , but®

it rageth against all thevertues ofthe minde, andlikeagenerall peftiferous

diſeaſe, ſtriveth to putrifie and infect them all : ForPride in richesmakes

Aaa 2
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menthemore covetous : In idleneffe,fcorning labour; in wrath,more out-

ragious ; in gluttony, more intemperate ; in envy, more malicious : nei-

ther is there any mortiferous finne, in which Pride is not a fupreame agents

The figres thereof are boldneffe in language ; fullenneffe in filence ; arro-

gance in mirth ; murmuringin melancholly ; and defpifing all others,doa-

tingupon himfelfe.

Afop being asked by Chian, What he thought Iupiterwas at that time

doing ? made anfwer , Hee is now dejecting the proud , and exalting the

humble. And the famous Philofopher Aristotle , ipying a rich young

man (but altogether unlearned ) ftrutting along the streets , with a proud

affected
gate ; and his eyes fo elevated towards Heaven, as ifheedefpifed

the earth, whereon he troad; cameto him, and faid, friend, Such as thou

thinkeft thy felfe to be , I with I were ; but to be fuchasthou art , I wish

onely to mine enemic. This alfo Socrates with great modefty reproved in

Alcibiades, who finding himafelfe fuddenly puftup with his extraordinary

abundance in riches, and muchto glory in his many fpoyles and victories,

hedrew him into a private Gallery ; and fhewing him a Cofmographicall

Table oftheWorld, bid him looke in what part of the Map he could fpy

all his great Trophies and Triumphs? Andwhen heeanfwered him , They

were not there to be feene ; Socrates replyed, Cur igitur ob illa fuperbis , qua

civca nullam terra partem exiftunt ? that is, Why then art thou ſo proudof

theſe things which are not vifible in any part oftheearth ?

Neither was the Church it felfe free from this finne in the dayes of

learned Saint Bernard, who inoneof his Sermons thus complaines. Thou

fhalt fee many inthe Church, who from obfcure parentage being enno-

bled , and from poverty made rich with pride , fo fuddenly tumor'd and

tympanized,that forgetting from whencethey came,havecontemnedtheir

parents, and bluſht at their owne births : Thou shalt fee alfo fome per-

nicious perfons afpire unto Ecclefiafticall honours , and then pretend to

themſelves a feeming fanctity, bychanging of their vetures, not their vi-

ces ; and their manner ofhabit, not their mindes; efteemingthemſelves to

deferve that dignity which they have infidiated bydeceit , and which (I

ſcarce dare fay) have attributed that to their merit,whichthey have bought

with their money.

But as the moake, which of its owne nature is blacke and obfcure, yet

covets to afcend from a light and bright flame ; but in the midft of its vio.

lent reluctation , refolves it felfe into aire; andfovanishing, lofeth both

nature and name : So the proud and ambitious , howfoever courflyand

obfcurely parted , yet will elevate and advance himſelfe above others ; yet

in his ftriving to ftand high, is often precipitated , and lofeth both his

Habbak. 2.4. place and memory : Behold (faith the Prophet) Hethat lifteth ap himselfe,

his minde is not upright ; but the Luft fhall live by bis faith. Yea, indeed, The

proudmanisas be that tranfgrefethbyWine, therefore shall he not endure, be-

caufe he hath enlarged his defire as the Hell, and is as death, and cannot befatif-

fied ; butgatherethunto him all Nations, andheapeth unto him allpeople : Shall

not all these take up a Parable against him ? and a taunting Proverbe, and

fay, Ho, he that increaseth that which is not his ! how long? and he that la-

deth himselfe with thicke clay ? Shall they not rise up fuddenly thatſhallbite

thee ? and awake that shallftirve thee ? and thou shalt bee their preys Be-

caufe &
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HowPride hathbeene feverely punifhedbythe Almighty, we finde fre

quent examples inthe holy Text : It was punifht in our first Parents by

their Exile out of Paradiſe. In the Builders ofBabel, (who faid,Come let us

build us aCitie anda Tower, whose top may reachup tothe Heaven , that we may

get us a name,&c.) In their ſcattering over the face of the earth,andthe con-

fufion oftheir Languages: In Sodome and Gomorrah,by raining down fire and

brimstone upon their Cities andpeople : In Miriam the fifter of Mofes, by

Leaprofie : In Korah, Dathan, and Abiram , for theft pride, and rebellion

againſt Mofes ; the ground clave afunder that was under them, and the earth

opened her mouth and ſwallowed them up, with their families ; and all the

men that werewith Korah, and all their goods ; fothey and all that they

had went downe aliveuntothe pit,and the earth covered them, and they pe-

richt from amongſt the Congregation : In Goliahthe Philiftime, flaineby

the hands ofDavid: In Shebathe fonne of Bieri , who lift up his hand a-

gainst the King; by having his head cut off, and caft overthe walls to Ioab,

Captaine ofthe hoalt: In Abfalom, who tooke fuch pride in his haire,

that it after became his halter: In deftroying of Davids people, for his

pride in numbringthem : In Adoniah , who for demanding bifbag the

Shunamitetowife, (who had layen in his fathers bofome) was flaine at the

commandment of Solomon , bythehand of Benaiah the fonne of lebejadah :

In BenbadadKing ofAram, Rabfakehand Zenacharib : In Olofernes the great

Captain ofthe Affyrian hoaft, flain by Iudith at the fiege ofBethulia : In Ha-

man the fon ofHammedatha the Agagite, whom the great King Abafbuerofh

exalted , and fet his feat above all the Princes that were under him ; whoſe

pride growingupwithhis promotion, at length advanced him to a Gibbet

fiftie foot high , upon which in the glory of his ambition he was ſtrangled:

In Nabuchadnezar,and Balthaffar Kingof the Chaldeans : Inthe great King

Antiochus, whowent up towards Iudea and Hierufalem , with a mighty peo

ple, and entredproudly intothe Sanctuary,and tookeaway the golden Al-

tar, and the Candlefticke for the light , and all the inftruments belonging

thereto ; and the Table ofthe Shewbread, andthe powringveffels, and the

Bowles , and the golden Bafons, andtheVayle,andthe Crownes , and the

golden apparrell which was before the Temple, and brake all in pieces :

Hebrake alfo the Silver and Gold, andthe precious Jewels,with the fecret

treaſures that hefound, and then departed away into his owne Land. But

the fame proud Prince comming after with great difhonour from Perfia ,

the GodAlmighty ftrokehim withan invifible andan incurable plague,by!

a paine in his bowels , whichwas remedileffe, and which grievously, tor-

mented him inthe inner parts for fo he hadtormented other mens bowels

with divers cruell and ftrange torments ; yetwould not hee ceafe from his

arrogance, but fwelled the morewith pride, again Gods owne people to

deftroy them ; andcommanded tohaftehis journey for that purpoſe: but

fo it was, that he felldowne from the Chariet that ranne fwiftly , and all

the parts and members of his bodywere bruifed. Thus he who but a day

before thought hee might command the Flouds , (fuch was his Luciferian

pride, beyondthe condition of man) and toweigh the high mountaines in

the ballance, was caft on the earthand carried in an horfe-litter ; declaring

untoall theworldthe manifeft powerof God fo that the wormes came

out of his body in abundance, and his flesh dropt from his bones with

paine and torment , and all his Armywasgrieved at his fmell : No man-

Aaa 3
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Nicanor.

Great.

#

could now endure him becaufe of his ftinke, who but a little before,

thought with his hands he might reach the ftarres ofHeaven : And then

(thoughtoo late) hebegan to abate his haughty and peremptory infolence;

when being plagued, he came to the knowledge of himselfe bythe juſt

fcourge of God; andbyhis inward torments which every moment increa-

fed uponhim : and whenhe himselfe could not abide his owne favour, he

faid, It is meet for mantobe fubject toGod, andthat hewho isbut mortall

fhouldnot oppofe himſelfe againſt his Maker.

The like punishment we reade ofin the perfon ofNicanor , who came

unto Mount Sion , whom the Priefts and the Elders of the people went

forth ofthe Sanctuary to falute peaceably,andto fhew him the daily burnt

offerings for theKing; but he laughed at them and derided their devotion,

accounting them meerely prophane, and fpake proudly, and fwarein his

wrath, If Audas and his Hoaft be not delivered into mine hands; Ifever I

fhall returne in fafety , I will burne up this houfe , &c. and fo departed

thence in great fury butobferve the event ofhis fogreat oftentation and

infolence, Iudas afterfome fewdayes (though againft infiniteoddes ) ha→

vingflaine Nicanor in battaile, and routed his wholeArmy, he caufed his

head to be ftruck off, andthat armeand handwhich he had fo proudly lifted

up against the Temple ofthe God of Ifrael, and brought them to Hierufa-

lem ,and there caufed themtobe hanged up, as a remarkable judgement.

4

་

But not to dwell onthofe, frequent in the holyText I come nowtothe

like examples gathered from Ethnick and Morall remembrancers , and our

ofthem give you onely a tafte to prevent furfet, till I fall upon thofe more

Alexander the familiar andmoderne. Alexander theGreat, in his height ofpotency,and

fupereminent fortune , contemningthe remembrance of his father Philip,

would be called God , and commanded himfelfetobe filed the fonne of

Lupiter Hamans who notwithſtanding in the fufferance of many heats and

colds, his fubjection to humours and paffions, his enduringof fmarts and

wounds, and all other infirmities belonging to man , would not be fenfible

ofhis mortality; till inthe very Apex of his fublimityhewas treacherouf

ly poyfoned, andfo moſt miferably expired.nord moblem wit

Nero Cæfar: AndNerd, the Arch-tyrant fince Adam , after hehad filled the Earth

with many infotencies , and Rome (the then Worlds Metropolis) with in-

finite Rapes, Murders, and Maffacres , not fparing his neare Kinfman Ger

manicus, his corrivall in theEmpire, nor his great graveand learned Tu

tor andMafter Senecas tomake himselfe unparalleld in all kindeof parri-

cidy, He caufed the wombeofhis owne naturall mother Agrippina to be

ript up before his face , onely inan ambitionto discover the place of his.

firft conception ; notwithstanding which inhumanities, hee was fo in-

flamedwith an ardent defire offuture memory,that by a publike Edict he

proclaimed that the monethpril ſhould loteits ancient name , and be

called after his owne appellation, Nero 3 and the Citie ofRome, Neropolis:

Yetthis proudman in the end, being quite abandoned and forfaken ofall

his Sycophants and oily flatterers , was gladto fly from his Royall Court

to feeke refuge in a ruftick Cottages and withgreater terrour to his owne

confcience, then before he had ufedtyranny upon the carkaffes of others;

hewas compelled to fall upon his fword , his bodybeingafter , moft con-

temptiblydragg'd through the ftreets oftheCitie,with more bitter execra-

tions and curfes, thenbeforehehad livedheures or minutes.

Another,
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Another, called Varm Pergam, was fo infected withthe adulatory affen-

tations of his Flatterers , Buffoones , and Trencher flyes ; That hee was varus Perga

brought, to perfwadehimfelfetobe of all faire men, the most beautifull , m,

ofall able men, the moft finnowie and ſtrong; of all underſtanding men,

the moft prudent andwife; andthat in all kindes ofmufick and melody, he

could out- play and out-fing even the Mufes themselves : But this poore

effafcinated wretched creature , when hee had long fooled and spent the

prime and beft of his age, inthisvaine and idle falfe conceit ; he grew to

wards his end to be ſtrangely disfigured and deformed in vifage, feebled and

diſabled in his vigourand ftrength ; idioted and befotted in his underftan-

dingand fence; and fo farrefrom fong or Harmony, that his unlamented

death was accompaniedwithhis ownefhreeking, andhowling.

Wefurther reade of one Menecrates a rare Phyfitian,whoin his practiſe meneerates the

had donemany extraordinary cures upon feverall Patients, infomuch that Physician .

be was held in a gendrall admirations efpecially amongſt thoſe to whom

hewas bestknowne: who having gatheredto bimfelfe a competent eftate,

or rather a furplufage ofmeanes, that he prefumed no cafualty or adverfe

fortune was anyway able to declinehim to neceffityor wants he then in a

proud and infolent oftentation, puftupwith thevanity ofhis owne fancie,

admitted all fickly and difeafed perfons to have free acceffe untohim: for

whofe cureshe demanded no other fatisfaction or reward, but that they

fhould acknowledge him theirnew Creator , not contented to be called by

the name ofApollo, or fculapius, the two Imaginary gods of Phyficke, and

Chirurgery, but his ambition was tobe called Jupiterhimſelfe yet foone

after being quite abandoned by his owne Art , and forfaken by his fellow

Phyfitians,hefuddenlydied ofan incurable Impoftume.i ndr )

ons,andfexes.

Neither have Emperours , Kings , and Princes, with other Sages and Pride in all

feeming wife men , beene onely tainted with this fuperarrogant haughti. ftates, conditi-

neffe and ambition ; but this mifcellane finne, which hath intruded it felfe

into all delinquencies and malefactionswhatfoever, claimeth a predomi

nance over all eftates, qualities, functions, manufactures fexes, and ages ;

whether in Court,Citie,Campe,or Country: fromthe fcarlet to theruffet,

from the Scepter tothe fheep-hooke, the Tetrarch to the Tradefman. For

inftance , The rurall Girlebeing a little flattered, fhall becafily perfwa-

ded tobe a rare courtly Gentlewoman : nay, even kitchen maides have

held competitorship with Court Madams ; no leffe proud,though perhaps

leffe painted ; and the very courfe Coridonwillfcarcegive precedence to

the complementall Courtiery thinkinghimfelfe aswell accommodated in

his ruftick ruffet, as the other in his richest raiment. Inthe like manner I

could goe thorow all qualities , and Aminimo admaximàm, from the leaft

to the greateft , which for brevities fake I omit; defiring rather to fatisfie

thejudicious Readerwithmatter then mannersithe: fubftance,and not ſha-

dow ofdifcourfenojno vlinas tied dulwyd.

And yetto looke a little further into the nature of this deadly finne; The nature of

which hathall the other, its concomitants and attendants. Platafaith, he Pride.

that knowethhimſelfe beft, efteemethhimselfe leaft; and husbandmen bet-

ter valuethofe eares ofgraine whichbowdownetheir heads from the ftalke,

andwaxe crooked, then those that erect themſelves and ſtand upright ; be-

cauſe theyprefumeto finde more corne inthefirftthan in the laft. Pride

(faith Saint Augustine) isthe mother ofEnvy,and hethat knoweth how to

1

fuppreffe
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fuppreffe the mother,may eaſily findethe way to bridle the daughter. Lewis

the eleventh KingofFrance, waswoont to fay, Thatwhenfoever Pride fate

S. Auguftine. in the faddle, mifchiefe and fhame ridupon the cropper : One compareth

it to a ſhipwithout a pilot , ftill toft up anddowne upon the Seas bythe

winds andtempefts ; another to a vapour,which ſtriveth to aſcend high ,

and then vanifheth into fmoake first , and after returnes to nothing. In

briefe, Pride eateth gold and drinketh blood , and climeth fo high byother

mens heads, that in theend it breaketh its owne neck. I cannot ftand to di-

vide it into feverall branches or heads , but proceed directly on to Hi-

Atorie.

Spanish Hifto-

ry against

ledge.

Let all fuch , prided in their owne felfe-conceited knowledge and wife-

An excellent dome , be attentive to a ſtory extracted from a learned and grave Spaniſh

Chronologer; byhim tothis purpoſe related. Alphonfus King ofSpaine,

pride in know- being a very wife, learned, and difcreet Prince, was woont to devife many

darke and difficult problems, propofing themto his Lords and Peeres ; to

fhew his owne excellent wifdome, and to tasketheir ignorance , who had

fpenttheir time in more looſe and idle ftudies : amongſt others therewas

a Knight inthe Court called Don Pedro, onewhowas veryconfident in his

owne wifedome , andwould undertake to makefolution of what difficulty

foeverthe King at any time propounded ; ofwhichheefo infolently boa-

fted, that comming to the Kings eare,hewas much incenfed thereat; and to

let him knowwhatdiftance his weakneffe had from effentiall wifedome, he

cauſed him to be ſent for; and when he , according to his fummons made

appearance before him , the King at the firft, to humour his felfe-conceit,

began muchto applaud his witty and ready anſwers,which not a little plea-

fed him, but at the length concluded fomewhat more ſharply , tellinghim

that hewould propofe three Problems ; ofthe interpretations ofwhich, if

hee could not within one and twentydayes give him a true and plenallac-

count, both his life and goods were immediately forfeit to the crowne ;

and this fentence notwithſtandingany meanes or mediation , nowayto be

altered . The three Queſtions were theſe , which he delivered unto him in

writing :

The 3. Que-

ftions pro-

pounded.

The first ,

What hathmans labourmost increaft ,

Tet ofitfelfe defires it leaft.

The fecond ,

What hathtoman moft honourgain'd ,

And yet with leaft luft is maintain'd.

The third,

What thingis it mensoonest rue,

Yet they withgreatest charge pursue.

Thefehe nofooner received,but the King with a contracted browdepar-

ted, and ſo left him ; bywhich he might eaſily conjecture in what a dange-

rous freight hewas nowenviron'd:and returning very fadhome,and having

longruminated upon thefe riddles, but wantingan Oedipus tounfold them,

he grewinto a deepe melancholly , infomuch that he abſtained bothfrom

meat and fleepe : which obferved by his daughter Petronella , a faire and

beautifull virgin, offome fixteene yeares ofage, or thereabout, thefofarre

infinuated into her fathers difcontents, andto know the cauſe thereof; that

at length upon her great importunity he unfolded the whole matter unto

her:
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her : who after fome pawfe, began greatlyto comfort him , and told him

thewould interpofe her felfe betwixt him and alldanger ; who though he

had littlehope tobe relieved byher, yet out ofhis indulgencetowards her,

not willing to croffe her, efpecially in fo defperate a cafe , he told her hee

would be fwayed according to her direction ; whichwas, that upon the day

prefixed fhe might goe with him to appearebeforethe King,and that to her

he would commit the folution oftheſe queſtions ; which wasagreed upon

betwixt them .

Imagine theday come, and the King attended by his Lords and Peeres,

feated in his Throne, to expect Don Pedroes anfwer; who prefentinghim-

felfebefore his Majeftie, attendedwith his daughter ; (whowas very fump-

ruouſly attyred) befought his Majeftie, that whileft hehimfelfe was filent,

hewould vouchfafe to heare what his daughter could fay concerning thefe

problems before propounded.

The King muchtaken on the fudden withher beauty and modeft behavi-

our, and in a great expectation whether thee were able to deliver her felfe

in language anfwerable to the former, gave her free liberty offpeech ; when

bowingher face tothe earth, and after fetling her felfe upon her knees, fhe

began as followeth : WonderyoumaymyRoyall Leige, that fo grave and

experienc't a Knight as my father here prefent , fhould lay all his fortunes

both of life and livelyhood , upon fo weake and infirme an apprehenfion ,

which cannot be better expected from my tenderyeares , and immature

knowledge; yet fince his confidence is fo farre built on me , and your high

Majeftie fogracious to accept ofme,I make bold thus further to proceed.

Touchingthe firft Queſtion ,

In

What hath mans labour most increaft,

Yet ofit felfe defires it least.

my weake underſtanding, I take it to be the Earth , the mother of all TheEarth.

creatures, rationall or irrationall, fenfitive or vegetative ; which though

men daily digge and delve, plow or furrow, mine and undermine, trench-

ingher fides and wounding her intrayles, not fuffering her to havethe leaft

ceffation ofreſt in any ofthe foure feafons ; yet the in her owne fertility

and annuall viciffitude without thefe injuries , is able of her felfe to yeeld

herbs and flowers, graffe and hay, plants and trees,withfood and fuftenance

in abundance to all creatures bred upon her ( till teeming) wombe ; who,

as the delivers them into the world, not onely fofters and cherisheth them,

but whentheir Date is runne,and their time expired,receiveth them again

into her owne breaft, from whence they had their firft being.

ོང་་ ་

Touchingthe fecond, I take it to be Humility ; which teacheth a man Humilitie.

how to rule his affections , and to keepe a mediocrity in all his actions.

Thehigh Creator dwelleth in Heaven , and ifwee arrogantly lift up our

felves unto him , he will fly from us ; but ifwehumblybow our felves be-.

fore him, he will defcend downe upon us. Humilitas animi, fublimitas Chri-

ftiani ; In Humility is a Chriftian mans mindes fublimity: It tirs upaf

fection, augmentethgoodwill , fupports equity, and preferves a common

weale in fafety ; It is apt to repentance, hungring after righteouſneſſe, and

converfant in deeds ofmercy: It hath brought thefe good things to paffe,,

which noother reafon or vertue could effect : Andwhofoever fhall defire

to afcend wherethe Father is , much firit put on that humility which the

Sonne reacheth ; and moſthappy is the manwhole calling is high, and his

fpirit
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fpirit humble; of whichvertue I may truely conclude with your Que-

ftion,

Manhathby that most honourgain'd,

And yetwith least leffe is maintain'd.

The thirdthe moſtbafely vile,and yet thehigheſt valued;the most curfed

to mannage,yet the moſt coftly tomaintain ; in my ignorant conceptions I

hold to be Pride:which beingfirft hatched in heaven,in an inftant,precipi-

tated Lucifer and his Angels headlong into hell : which perceiving Humi-

litytobehonourable, defireth often to be covered withthe cloake thereof;

leaft appearing alwayes in its owne likeneffe , it might thereby be the leffe

regarded. I fhall not need muchto amplifiethe vice, nor to aggravate the

finne; a fpice whereof (may, I fpeake it with pardon) hath beene difcove-

red even inthis my beft beloved parent : and toavoide prolixitie,

It is that thingmenfooneft rue,

Andyet withgreatest charge pursue.

Withwhichanſwer fo modeftly delivered , and in a kinde ofmatron- like

gravity, ( rarely to be found in one ofher tender andyoung yeares) the

Kingwas fo highlyraptur'd, that he not onely received her father into for-

mer grace, but fpake openly,(being then a Batchelour) that had,thebeene

borne ofnoble bloud, he would have made her his Queen and Royall Con-

fort ; and taking her fromthe earth, caufed her to ftand beforehim : when

inftantly newes was brought him that an Earledomewas,then fallen unto

the Crowne, which he prefently for her, fake conferred upon Don Pedro her

father : ofwhich the taking advantage, fell downe againe upon her knees,

to give the King thankes for fo great an honourbeftowed upon him ; for

which the proftrated unto him in all humble manner her life and fervice,

adding withall fomewordsto this purpoſe : MyRoyall Liege, excufe my

over-boldneffe, ifI challengeyour Majeftie ofyour Kingly, word and pro-

miſe paſt unto mebefore all this prefence ; who demanding ofherwherein

he was any way ingaged? fhe made reply, But late great Sir, you faid that

were I noble, you would accept ofmy unworthy felfe as your royall Bride

and Spouſe: Then pardonmy prefumption if I thus farre prompt your

memory,to put yourHighneffe inminde that I am now not onely (byyour

Grace) ennobled , but an Earles daughter; at which word covering her

facewith her hand , fhee concluded in a baſhfull andmodeft blush : All

which fo highly pleaſed the King, that making good his Princelyword, he

gave order for the prefent celebration oftheir nuptiall.

This Hiſtory though it have a comicall conclufion , yet is pertinent to

the difcourfe now in agitation ; for Don Pedroes pride of knowledgewas

fentenc't with death, and his life, (howfoever redeem'd byhis faire and ver-

tuous daughter) was immediately forfeit by the doome ofthe King; and

therefore the judgement in Juftice , howfoever,notin execution , remark-

able.

Wereade in the French Chronicle ofone Jordaine ofLille, byNation

a Gafcon, and Nephewto Pope John the two and twentieth ofthat name, a

man of a moft highand infolent fpirit , daring any thing though never fo

facinorous, cruell, inhumane, or bloudy, building all his heinous and hor-

rid acts upon the greatneffe of his Unkle; who afterhe had beene pardo-

ned for eighteene capitall crimes, ftill grewmore impious and fhameleffe,

(former
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(former mercymaking him ftill the more prefumptuous) at the last being

apprehended andbrought to Paris , he was arraigned, convicted , and con-

demned byCharles the fourth, (furnamed the Faire) King ofFrance ; where

notwithstanding his great allyes, he fuffered like a common felon and mur-

derer on the Gallowes.

"

It is credibly reported alfo of a proud Italian Gentleman, borne in Ge-

noa , who in a fingle duell having the better ofhis Antagoniſt in the field ,

infomuchthat hedifarmed him ofhis weapon ; andthe other now ftanding

at his mercy, he fell to parlewithhim uponthefe termes , that there wasno

wayfor himto escape immediate death , but by abjuring his Chriſtianity

and renouncing his Saviour, to which the other through bafetimerouſneffe

affented ; ofwhich the Victor taking divelifh advantage, even in the midſt

ofhis moſt impious Apoftafie, he ftab'd himtothe heart and flew him , ut-

tering thefe (more then heathenifh)words : before I had been onely reven-

ged uponthybody, but now I have fent boththy body and foule tothe De-

vill, and that's a revenge which deferves a chronicle : But what became of

this firebrand ofHell, and limbe ofthe Devill? beingapprehended for the

murder, and his diabolicall proceedings in the act being related to the

Judges ; as aterrour to others hewas firft committed to the rack, and after

many other infufferable tortures , defpairing of all mercyfrom God, ha-

ving fhewed no compaffion towards man , he moft miferably ended his

life.

9

... One Herebert, Earle ofVermendoys in France , was of that haughty and

infolent ſpirit, that he durft lay hands uponhis Soveraigne , Charles, King

of France (furnamed the Simple) who caufed him tobe imprisoned , and

underwhofe cuftody hee fhortly after died at Peroune; which feem'd for a

timeto be (mothered, and he ftill fubfifted in his former eminencie : but

whereman feemethmoft to forget, God dothremarkably remember ; nor

doth he fuffer deeds offuch horrid nature to paffe unpunished in thisworld,

what vengeance foever he (without true repentance) referveth for them in

the world to come ; as it is obfervablein this prefent Hiftory for Lewis

the fourth, thethirty third KingofFrance, by fincalleifcent , comming to

the Crowne, (being the fonneto the before-named Charles the fimple) and

loath that fogroffe, a treafon committed against his father, fhould be fmo-

thered without fome notablerevenge ; (beingvery ingenious) he bethought

himſelfe how with the leaft danger or effufion of bloud , in regard of the

others greatneffe and alliance, how to bring it about; and therefore he de-

vifed this plot following. He caufed a letter to bewrit, which he himfelfe

did dictate, and hired an English-manwho came difguifed like a Pofteto

bring it unto him as from the Kinghis Maſter, at ſuch a time when many hardshing toat a

of his Peeres were prefent; and amongst the reft this Hercbertwas amongit- Pom sond

them this fuborned Pofte delivereth the letter to theKings bands , heeting sty

gives it to his principall Secretary, who read it privately unto him; who

preſently fmiling, faid openly, Moft fure the English-men are not fo wife

as I efteemed them to be: forour Brother ofEnglandhath fignified unto

me bytheſe letters , that in his Countrey a labouring- man having invited

bis Lord and Mafter todinewithhimat his houfe, and bevouchfafing to

gracehis Cottage with his prefence in the bafe requitall of fo noble a cur-

tefie,he caufed him tobe most treacherously flaine and nowmy Brother

af England defireth my counfell,to know whatpunishment this fellowhath

deferved?
ind

10 10
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ed.

deſerved ? In which I defire to be inftructed by you my Lords , that hea-

ring your cenfures , I may returne him the more fatisfactory anſwer.

The King having ended his Speech, the Lordswere at first filent, till at

length Theobant Earle of Bloyes was the firft that ſpake, and faid, that hee

wasworthy first to be tortured, and after to be hanged on a Giblet; which

fentence all the Lords there prefent confirmed : and fome ofthem amongſt

the reft , much aggravating the punishment , which alfo Herebert Earleof

Vermendoys did approve and allow of: whereupon the Kings Officers,who

byhis Majefties appointment thenwaited in awith-drawing roome ofpur

pofe, feifed upon himwith an armed guard: at which fudden furprife hee

beingmuch amazed , the King raifing himfelfe from his feat , faid , Thou

Hebert art that wicked and treacherous labourer,whodidft moft trayterouf-

ly infidiate the life ofmy father, thy Lordand Mafter 5 ofwhich felonious.

act thine owne fentence hath condemned thee , and die thou fhalt, as thou

haft well deferved : whereuponhe was hanged on a Gibbet on the top of a

Mountaine called Lodan , which fince his execution is called Mount Hebert

to this day.

1

Bajazet the great Emperour of the Turkes , who in his mighty pride

thought with his numerous Armytodrinke rivers dry, and toweigh the

mountaines in a ballance ; whohad made fpoyle of manyNations,andwith

tyranny perfecuted the Chriftians, difperfed through his vaft dominions;

who compared theworld to a Ship , and himfelfe to the Pilot : who com-

manded the fayles , and fecured the helme : yet afterwards being met in.

battaile by Scythian Tamberlaine , and his Armybeing quite routed , his

perfon alfo taken prifoner inthe field, the Conquerour put this untamed

beaft into an iron cage, and caufed him to be fed from the very fragments

and fcraps from his table ; and carried along with him whitherfoever bee

marched,and onelythen releafed himfrom his impriſonment, whenhewas

forced to ftoope and humble his body as a blocke to tread upon , whileft

Tamberlaine mounted upon his fteed; but here ended not Gods vifible

Judgements against this ufurper, Perfecutor, andTyrant; who in deſpaire

rayling upon his Prophet Mahomet , in whomhehad in vaine truſted , a-

gainst the Iron grate in whichhe was inclofed , beate out his ownebraines,

andwretchedly expired. Infinite are the examples to the like purpoſe, but

Iwill leavethofe Forraine tocome to our Domeſtick, extracted out ofour

owne Chronologers, and firft ofKing Bladud.

Whowas the fonne of LudHurdribras, and after the deathofhis father,

was call'd from Rome,where hee had ſtudied darke and hidden Arts , and

which the fin was made Governour in this Ifle of Brittaine , in the yeare of theworld

of pride hath foure thouſand three hundred and eighteene, (for fo teftifieth Gualfride Po-

lichronicon, andother ancient remembrancers. This Bladud was altogether

devoted to theftudy of Magick and Necromancy, andvery expert in Ju-

diciall Aftrology, bywhich he is faid tomake thehot Baths in the Towne

then called Caerbadon , but now Bath ; which Citie he is faid to have ere+

cted. This King caufed the Art ofMagick to be taught through his Realm,

and ordained Schooles and Schoole maftersto that purpoſe, inwhich hee

tooke fuch pride and prefumption, as that he thought by it all things were

poffible to be done : fo much the Devill , the firſt maſter and founder of

that Art had deluded him fofarre, that at the length having called a great

confluence of his peopleabout him, he made an attemptto flie in the aire,

but
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but fell upon the Templeofhis god palles wherebe brake his neck, his

body being torne and bruifed after he had taigned twenty yeares, leaving a

fonne called Leire to fucceedhim, andcontinue his pofterity.netrom

Goodwin, Earleofweft Saxon, inthetime of Edwardthe lonne of Egelre

da ,was of that infufferable ambition , by reafon of his great revenues, and

numerous iffue, ( for he had five fonnes and one daughter) that he swayed

the whole Kingdome, and almost compulfively compelled the King his

Soverigne, totakehis daughter Edithtowife: After rebelling against the

King,and forcedwithhis fondestodepart the Land, yet after he made fuch

meanes, that heemediated his peace, and was reconciled to him but at

mength all his other infolencies hewas acceffary to the death ofthe Kings

brother or at leaſt much fuspectedtobefo ,whichwas the first breach be-

twixt his Soveraigne and him . But foit happened inthe thirteenth yearė

ofthe raigueof this KingEdward, Earle Goodwinupon an Eafter Monday

fitting withdiverfe other Lords and Peeres of the Kingdome, at the Kings

table inthe CastleofWindfer, it happened oneofthe Kings Cup-bearers to

ftumble, and yet wellto recover himselfe without falling, and not fpilling

any of the wine whichEarle Goodwin obferving, laughed aloud and faid,

Thereone brotherhelpedtheother (therebyintimating that the one leg or foot

hadwell fupported the otherfromfalling.)Towhichwords theKinginftant-

ly replyed, and fo might mybrother Alphred havebin still livingtohavehel-

ped andfupported me had notEarle Goodwin fupplanted him by death: At

whichwordsbeing startled asconceivingthat theKingfufpefied him ofhis

brothersmurder, thinkingro excuse himselfofthathorrible act Hd faidto

the King,Sir, I perceivebyyour fpeeches late uttered,that fome who areno

well withers of mine,but rather feekéto poyfon my reputationwithyour

Majefty, have poffeffedyou that I have been acceffaryto the deathofyour

brothers andproceeded further (havingthen a piece ofbreadinhis hand,

ready toputintohis mouth) but fo may I fafelyfwallow this morfell, asI

amaltogether innocent andguiltleffe ofthe act which ftreyning to cate, he

was therewith immediately abbaked atthe tablewwhich the Kingfeeing and

obferving the strange Judgement inflicted uponhis perjury,he commanded

his bodytobedragid frothence, & conveyedtoWinchester,& thereburied.

But Marianwand fomeothers write, thathe was not choakedwith bread,

but upon his formes falfeproteftation , diningwiththe Kinguponan Ea-

AterMondayat Winchester, he was fuddenly furlackdwitha dead palfie, and

died the third day after. Neither didGodsJudgements upon him andhere,

but after his deathcall his bands inAg Awhichwerevery fpacious and

great, were eaten up and fwallowedby the Scar and turned into dangerous

quickfands, on which many goodly veffell bath fincebeche dhipwrackt,

and theybeatethe paine ofGoodins hands dvento this dayxived his of

basHarold the fecond fannes ofEarlel Grodmin after the death of his elder

brother Swanus, afwollheira tohis fathersdinfolent and afpiringspirit as

tohis Earledome andLands inthe twentieth yeareof the raignet of the

before-named Edwardthe Confeffor, hefayladintoNormandy to viſit ſome

ofhis friends ; but byadvenfewindes, and a fuddentempeft at Sea, hewas

driven upon the Province of Punliffe where he was tookepriſonery and

fent toDukeWilliam of:Ngrandy wholinforced him to feares that hee

Thouldmarrywithhisdaughter when the dame tomatureage, and farther,

that after the deathofKing Edward, heshouldkeepthe CrowneofEngland

agnit
Bbb to

1

11

....
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to his behoofe, accordingtothewill ofthe Confeffor : to bothwhich Ar-

ticles having folemnly fworne, he was difmiffed from the baſtard Duke,and

with great and richgifts fent backe to England.

But after the death ofEdward, in the yeare ofthe Incarnation, one thou-

fand threeſcore and fixe , Harold forgetting his former oath and promife

made to DukeWilliam,he cauſed himselfeto be crowned King ofthe Lundle ;

whowas no fooner warme in his Throne , but HaroldHarfoot fonne to Ca-

nutas, witha puiffant hoaft of Danes invadedthe Realme,whom Haroldof

England met in a fet battaile, flew himhandtohand, and difcomfited his

whole Army; forhewas ofan invincible hardineffe and valour : whichvi-

atorywas nofooner obtained , but newes was brought him that Williams of

Normandy was landed with a potent Army,to claime his right and intereſt

he had inthe Crowne ofEngland,bythe laft Teftament ofEdwardthe Con-

feffor ; with thefe tydings being thoroughly heated, he marched with all

fpeed fromthe North, fcarce fuffering his Armyto reftbytheway,togive

theNormans battaile, betwixt whom was adreadfull and bloudy conflic

But whenthe victory rather hovered over the Englishthen the other,Harold

aftermanydeepeanddangerouswounds , was shot into theeyewithan ar-

rowand flaine. In whofedeath may be obferved Gods heavy Judgements

againft pride and perjury.

ΘΕmy firft finne, namelyPride , none hath ever beene by our Engliſh

Chronologers morejuftly taxed then that French Gerfon, Pierre Cavellone,

the great mifleader and feducer ofEdward the fecond; whom though his

Royall Father King Edwardthe firft, firnamed Long banks, upon his death-

bed caufed tobee banished; yet the fonne was no fooner inaugurated and

admittedto the government oftheRealme, but contrarytothe wils of all

his Lords andPeeres, he cauſedhis Exiletobe repealed, fent for himover,

and advanced him to greathonour inwhichthe demeaned himselfe likea

proud upftart, or as our EnglishProverbe goes, Like a beggar fet on horfe-

backe, who is ready to ridepofteto the Devill for whofe fake the King

committedWilliam Landton Biſhop of Chester (in the ſecond yeare of his

raigne) to the Tower, becauſehe hadperfwaded the King against his Mi-

nion , for which the Barons ofthe Realme , and efpecially Sir Henry Lucy,

Sir Guy,and Sirymery de Valence, Earle ofLincolne, of Warwickand Pem-

broke, to whomthe late Kinghadgiven charge for his exile uponhis death-

bed,wrought fofarre by theirpower, that contrary tothe Kings will, hee

was avoydedthe Land, andbanisht into Irelandfor that yeare, whither his

Majeſticfent many fecret meffengers withrich gifts to comfort him , and

madehimchiefe Ruler ofthat Countrey.

But inthethird yeare ofhis reigne,divers grudges and difcontents began

to arife betwixt the King and his Nobles , infomuch , that for quietneffe

fake,and in hope of his amendmenty hewas againe repealed, but more and

more increaſed in his infufferable infolence , infomuch, that havingcharge

of alltheKings Jewels and Treasure, hewent toWestminster, and out of the

Kings Jewell-houfe tooke a Table and a paire of treftles all of puregold,

and conveyedthem (with other precious gems) out of the Land , tothe

great exhauftingandimpoverishing of the fame: by whoſe wanton effo

minacies, andloofe conditions,he drew the Kingto manyvitious courſes,

as adultbries, and the like : which mifchiefes the Lords feeingdaily to in-

creaſe , they tooke counfell againe at Lincolne , and notwithſtanding the

Kings
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Kings mainoppofer, hewas a ſecond time confined into Flanders,but in his

fifth
yearwasagain fent for over, when not able to contain himselfe from

his immoderate luxury, as he demeaned himſelfe far morearrogantly than

before, infomuch that hedifdained and had in contempt all the Peeres of

the Land , giving them much opprobrious and defpightfull language,

whereforefecing therewas nohope of his amendment, with an unanimous

confent they vowed to ridthe Land of fuch a Caterpiller, and ſoon after

befieged him inthe Caftle of Scarborrow, andtakingthe Fort they furpriſed

him, andbrought him to Gaverfed befides Warwicke, and the nine and twen-

tieth day of lune fmoteoff hishead. Thus was Gods juſt doomagainſt his

pride, luxury, and avarice.

6

But there fucceeded him both in ambitionand the Kings favour, of our

ownNatives, the two Spencers, the father and the fon, his great minions and

favorites, who both inwealth, power, and pride, overtopt all the Nobles of

theLand, commandingtheir Soveraigne, and confounding the Subjects,of

whom youmayreade in theRecordsof theTower,that in the fourteenth year

ofthisEdward the fecond,Hugh Spencerthe elder,for his riots and extortions

beingcondemned bythe Commonalty,and expelled the Land,an Inventory

of his eftatebeing taken, it was found by inquifition that the faid Spencer

had infundry Shires fifty nine Mannours, andin his poffeffion of his own

goods and chattels, twenty eight thouſand ſheep, one thouſand oxen and

fteeres, twelve hundred beeves with their calves, fourty mares with their

coltes, one hundred and threefcore drawing horfes for the teame, two

thoufandhogges, three hundred bullockes, in his cellar fourty tonnes of

wine , he had moreover fix hundred bacons , and fourfcore carcafes of

Martinmaffebeeves, fixhundred muttons in larder, ten tonnes of fider, be

fides his provifion of ale, ( forbeerin thefe dayeswasnot known) thirtyfix

fackes of wooll, with a fair library ofbookes, and other rich and coftly

utenfils; his armour, plate, jewels, and readymoney, amountingto more

than an hundredthousand pounds ; but what inthe endbecame of all this

magazine ? This Spencer being after called home bythe King, and reſtored

to all his former eftate, mauger the Queen and the chief Peeres of the

Realme, the withan Armypurfued the King, withtheſe his proud favou?

rites ; the father fhefurprifed in Bristow, (whichTown theKinghad for-

tified and left unto his charge) himselfe for his better fafeguard flyingwith

his fon intoWales, whither the purfued them, and felfed uponthem both,

bringingSir Hugh the elder, andSir Hughthe younger to Hereford where

upon the morrow following the Feast ofSimon andlud ,at Bristow Sir Hugh

Spencer the father upon a publique fcaffold loft bis head, and his bodywas

after buriedat Winchester ; andupon Saint Hugh's dayfollowingbeingthe

eighteenthof Novemberwas SirHugh his fon drawn, hanged, and quarter-

ed at Hereford and his head fentto London, andwas fetupon a pole amongſt

other Traitours, of whom a Poet of those times , made this fhort Epi-

taph. diber boog anolands tia dvśli wrong

coot Funis cumlignis à te mifer enfis &ignis,modi sub dig - orð

Mir 1:2 ,Hugofecuris equus, abstulitomne decusy paah!:11 lo stud

vd. Ano,Pol koArt do somethini autobus d

vrong mid yd

Dra alqooq alt i Ilonggo ban boxer vines, dog moyi ban botani ,

More
Fue armo Bbb monilain oil boonAnd

J
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Andthus paraphrafed or interpreted in old Engliſh,fuitingtheſe times,

Withropeswertthou bound, and on the gallowes hunge,

And from thybodythine headwith fword was kit,

Thybowels in the firewerethrown, andburned long,

Thybody in four parts eke with axewas flit,

Withhorſe before drawn, few men pittying it,

Thuswith theſetorments forthy finnes fake,

From theewretched Hugh, all worldly wealth was take.

And theſe were remarkable judgements of fuch as being raised from

humble and mean fortunes to high and eminent pofture through prideand

vainglory, attributed that totheir own merit which is onely due totheir

Maker.

I come next to Sir Roger Mortimer, who being highly puft upwiththe

favour that he had from Queen Ifabel, whoin the minority of her young

fon Edwardswayed all, during the impriſonment of her husband Edward

the fecond, whetherbythe Queenes confentor no, I dare not fay, but of

moſtaſſured truth it is, that this Roger caufedthe Kingtobe removed from

Kenelworth Castle to the Caftle of Barkley, where by his direction and

commandhe was moſt bloodily and inhumanely murdered. Afterwhich

Edward hisfon (the third of that name) at the age of fifteen yeares was

crowned King, but for a time kept in a kinde of pupillage underthe

Queenand Mortimer, betwixtwhom therewas fufpected to havebeen too

muchfamiliarity, inwhole powerwasall the management of State, and

manythings paftbythem to the great dishonour of the Kingdom. This

Mortimerwasbythe Kingmade Earle of March,who imitated KingArthur

by keeping fo many Knights of the Round Table, to whom he allowed

both meat andmeanes, andborehimfelfe in that high ftraine, that hehad in

contemptthe greateſt Peeres in the Land, but in proceffe of timehewas

furprifed in Votenham Caftle, and from thence fent prifoner to theTower

of London, when a Parliament beingcalled in the fourth year of the King,

He was convicted of five Articles : first , of the murder of the King;

next, that hehad dealt perfidiouſly betwixtourNation and the Scots ;

thirdly, that he received certain fummes ofmoney from Sir Thomas Duglas,

and cauſed to be delivered unto them the Church called Rugium , totheir

great advantage and Englands prejudice fourthly, that he hadgot unlaw-

fully intohis poffeffion much of the Kings treafure, andwaftfully mifpent

its andlastly, that hewas more private with the Queen than was to Gods

pleaſure or the Kings honour of all whichbeing convictedbythe faid Par-

liament; upon Samt andrews day, next following he was drawn uponan

hurdle to the common place of execution (fince called Fiburne) andthere

like a Fellon and Traitour upon the Gallowes hanged, fuch is the endof

greatneffe when it abandons goodneffe and honour and oppoſeth it felfe

against humility.

Great alfo were the arrogancies and infolencies of Sir William Scroop

Earle of Wiltſhire, and Treafurer of England, Sir Tohn Bushey, SirHenry

Green, andothers, in thetime of Richard the fecond, whoby himgreatly

animated and incouraged, greatly vexed and oppreffed the people, men

advanced from the cottage to the Court, and from bafeneffe tohonour,

who
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who throughtheir great pride forgettingfrom whencethey came ; in their

furplus of wealth, and height ofambition, were lurpriſed in Bristow by

Henry Duke of Lancaster ( as cankers and caterpillars of the Common-

wealthy the fonof Iohn of Gaunt, who then laid claim to the Crown, and

by him cauſed to be executed on a publike ſcaffold. Infinite are Gods

threatning judgements tothis purpofe,of which there be infinite examples,

but beingloath to tire the Reader with too much prolixity, I will con-

clude this Tract against pridewith one notable prefident as much (if not

more remarkable) than any of the former.

A

3

Inthe time of King Henry the eighth, Thomas Wolfey Archbishop of

Yorke and Cardinall, had in his hall daily three Tables or Boards, man-

nagedbythree principall Officers ; à Steward, whowas alwayes a Prieft

a Treaſurer, no leffe degreed than a Knight ; anda Controwler, whowas

byPlacean Efquire ; hehad alfo a Cofferer, who was a Doctor of Divi-

nity; three Marſhals , three Yeomen Ufhers in the Hall , befides two

Groomes , and Almners : in his Kitchen belonging to the Hall, two

Clerkes of the Kitchin, a Clerke Controller, a Surveyour of the Dreffer;"

a Clerke of the Spicery, (and thefe kept a continuall meffein the Hall)

two maſter- cookes, and of other Cookes Labourers and Children ofthe

Kitchentwelve perfons, four Yeomen of the ordinary Scullery, four Yeo-

menofthe filver Scullery, two Yeomen of the Paftry, withtwo orthree

Paftulers under theYeomen.

Inhis Privy Kitchin he hada Maſter-cook whowore alwayes Satten and

Velvet with a great chain ofgold about his necke, withtwootherYeomen

anda Groom, in the Scalding-houſe aYeoman and two Groomes, inthe

PantrytwoYeomen; in the Buttery two Yeomen, two Groomes, and two

Pages ; inthe Chandry,twoYeomen; intheWafery, two Yeomen ; in

theWardrobeof Beddes, the Mafter oftheWardrobe, and tenother per-

fons attending; inthe Laundry , a Yeoman, and a Groom, thirty Pages,

twoYeomen-purveyours, and oneGroom ; in the Bake-houſe, aYeoman

andtwo Groomes ; in theWood-yard,a Yomanand a Gooom;in the Barne

one; in the Garden,a Yeoman andtwo Groomes; aYeoman of his Bardge,

a Maſter ofhis Horſe, a Clerke ofthe Stable, and a Yeoman, a Sadler, a

Farrier, aYeoman of his Chariot, a Sumptur-man, a Yeoman of his Stir-

rop,a Muleter, and fixteen Groomes ofhis Stable, every one keepingfoure

Geldings ; Porters at his Gate , twoYeomen and two Groomes ; in the

Almnery, aYeomanand a Groom.

In his Chappellhehad a Dean, who was a great Divine, and a man of

excèllént learning ; a Subdean, a Repeater ofthe Quier, a Gofpeller, an

Epiftoler, ten finging Priefts, a Mafter of the Children-quirifters, twelve

Seculars beingfingingmen ofthe Chappell, ten fingingboyes with a fer-

vant to attendupon them ; in the Reveftry, a Yeoman and two Groomes,

befides divers retainerswhorepaired to his Palace at principall feafts.

Therich Furniture of his Chappell almoſt exceeded apprehen fion, for

jewels andfumptuous ornaments continually there uſed, where havebeen

feene in a Proceffion about the Hall foure and fourty rich Copes all of

onefuit, with Croffes, and Candleſtickes, and other furniture of
great

value ; hehadmoreovertwo Croffe-bearers, and two Pillar-bearers in his

Great-chamber ; and in his Privy-chamber, a Chamberlain and a Vice-

chamberlain, twelve Gentlemen-ufhers , befides one continually in his

Bbb 3
Privy.

1

95



Of Pride. The Theatre of

16 Privy-chamber,and fixGentlemen-waiters,he had ten Lords to attendhim,

and everyone had two Gentlemen to attend uponthem, onely the Earle of

Derbyhad five allowed him ; he had of Gentlemen, Cup-bearers, Car-

vers, Sewers, andthe like, to the number of fourty perfons, fix Yeomen-

ufhers, eight Groomes, and Yeomen that daily waited in his Chamber

fourtyfive.

SixteenDotoursand Chaplaines befides thofe of hisChappell conti-

nuallywaited at his Trencher, with the Clerke of the Clofet, two Secre-

tries, two Clerkes of the Signet, and four Counſellours learned inthe

Lawes, andfor as much as it was neceffary, for divers Officers ofthe

Chancery to attend him ; namely, the Clerke of the Crown, a riding

Clerke, a Clerke of theHamper, a Clerke of theWax, anda Clerkeof

Checke; hegave meanes and allowance to them all ; he had alfo four

Footmen cloathed in richCoateswith his Armes imbroidered upon them ;

an Herald at Armes, a Serjeant at Armes, a Phyfitian, an Apothecary,

four chief Mufitianswith their Confort, a Keeper of his Tents, an Ar-

mourer, an Inftructer of his Wards, two Yeomen of his Wardrobe of

Robes, anda Keeper of his Chamber continually in the Court; hehad

moreover inhis Houſe the Surveyour of Torke, a Clerkeof the Green-

cloath, and all theſewerewith him uprifing and down-lying, and dieted at

his charge ; he kept in his Great-chamber a continuall Table for the

Chamberers andGentlemen-Officers, with a Meffe of young Lords, and

another of youngGentlemen ; nor was there any Officers Gentlemen or

other perfons of account, but were allowed fomeone, fometwo,fomethree

fervants to attend them, which no queftion grew to a mighty number,

befides Officers extraordinary, retainers and futors who might come freely

anddine intheHall without any to contradict them : andthus farout of

his Checke role, wherebywe fee his exceeding greatneffe, but ofwhich

grew fuch pride, that he blushed not to prefer himselfe before his So-

veraigne, in theſe words, Ego& Rex meus, I and my King. But to conclude

withhim, this potent prelate falling after into a pramunire, forfeited his

wholeeftatetothe Crown, andthen (though late) confeffing, That ifhehad

fought fo much to honour God as he had ſtrivedto honour his King, he

might ſtill hav@continued in hisreveneweminently : andbeing deprived of

all his power andpompe, riches and fubftance, and broughtalmoſttothe

extremeft indigence andpenury, being fent for fromTorke to London, (as

fomehavefuppofed to anfwer for his life) he fellficke bytheway, andin a

poorFriery ended his wretched dayes not without fufpition of poyfon ;

and fuchhave been Gods judgements from the beginning againſt this firft

and capital ofthe feven mortall finnes called Pride, of which I ceaſeto

write further, and proceed to the fecond.
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CHAP. II.

Of Gods just Judgements inflicted upon envious perfons.

DY

1

T

Nvy is defined tobe agrievanceand forrowforthethri-

vingand profperityof others, whoin his heartwould

kill the happineffe of his Neighbour, andbefore God

is heldnobetterthanan Homicide, the Hebrews call it

Kineahand Kanno, which is Emulation orEnvy, in

whichwe are faid four wayes to offends first, when

we grieve at the good eftate or fortune of another

man, as fearingbecauſeof his ability, he maybe alfowillingtoendamage

us or others. Secondly, when werepine at another mans felicity, becaufe

wehavenotwhathehath, nor abound withthe like abundance and riches,

and this the Philofopher cales Zelus, and the firft may be in fome kinde

held laudable, Ifwe emulate a manfor his vertues and goodneffe feeking

by imitating toexceedthem, but if it be for temporall goods it may be

broughtwithin the compaffe of fin. The third is, when wemaligneano-

ther man, becauſehe injoyes theſe temporall bleffings which he doth not

deferve, and fuch vexation, becauſe it is concerning riches and honour,

which happenbothto theworthy andunworthy alike,bythePhilofopher it

is calledNemefis, whichthough Aristotleapproves, yet our Chriftian Re-

ligion willnotallow. Thefourth is, when wearefad andtroubled at our

neighbours increaſe inwealthand fubftance, becauſe heexceedeth us, and

wearenot forichnor fo well poffeffed as he; andthis is plain Envy inher

own naturall and abfolute colours, and is alwayes evill, and is a mortiferous

fin, becauſe we grieve at that at which we ought to rejoyce ; namely, the

profperity of our neighbour, andthisthe Schoolmen diftinguifh into three

branches, mortall, veniall, capitall

That is called mortall, when it is hatched and premeditated, nay profe-

cuted bytheconfent of reafon, becauſe it directly oppofeth the Charity

due from usto our neighbour. Thatwhich is called veniall, is anemulation

bredmeerly in fenfuality or wantonneffe, when there was no preceding

of the confent of reafon : and astheyare the first motions, fo they are held

tobeidle and imperfect. Thethird is called capitall, becauſe from it ari-

feth fufurratio, that is, amutteringor murmuring behinde onesbacke, ftri-

ving to darken or ecclypfe the reputation or good nameof another in fe-

cret. Next Detraction, whenopenlywe fcandall or revileany man to leffen

his worth, or darken his glory. Then Exultation, whenwetriumphor re-

joyce in the difaftreor diſtreſſe of our neighbour. Next Affliction, when

wearegrieved and difcontented at his profperity. And lastly, odium , or

hate, bywhichwe are notonelyfadded and molefted at his happineffe, but

withallweinfidiate his eftate, or malevolentlydefire his ruine.

Frequent arethe Texts in the holy Scripture, againft this fin of Envy,

andfundryexamples to fhew it hath been even from the beginning, andfo

continuedthrough all fucceedingAges : it was betwixt thetwo firſtBrothers,

for we reade Genefis 4.5 .Because Godaccepted Abels offering, and defpifed

that of Cain, He was exceedingwroth, andhis countenancefelldown : (among

ftrangers)

17
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Examples in

ftrangers ) Becauſe Ifaac had flockes of fheep and heards of cattell, and a

mighty houfhold , Therefore the Philistims had envie at him, infomuch that

they stopped andfilled up withearth all the wells whichbis fathers fervants dig-

ged in his father Abrahams time, &c. Betwixt Sifters , When Rachel faw

that he bare Taacob no children,fhe envyed her Sifter, andfaid unto her husband,

Give me children or I die. In Iofephs brethren, whowhen they ſaw that their

father Iacob loved him morethen them , they hated him, and could noɛ

fpeake peaceably untohim ; and when he dreamed a dreame andtold it his

brethren, theText faith , they hated him the more: Againſt which you

fhall reade , Levit. 19. 17. Thoushalt not hate thybrother in thine heart, but

thoushalt plainly rebuke thy neighbours andſuffer him not to finne. Thou shalt

not avenge, nor be mindfull ofwrong against the children ofthypeople, but ſhalt

love thy neighbour as thy felfe : I amthe Lord.

Wefinde in the twelfth of Numbers , that when Aaron and Miriam mur-

mured againſt Mofes, becauſehehad married awomanofEthiopia, theLord

was therefore angrywith them , and immediately Miriam was ſtrook with

aLeprofie white as fnow. Saul envyed David,becauſe theVirgines in their

fongs and dances , gave to him but thehonour ofkilling thouſands, and to

Davidten thousands. In Eliab the brother ofDavid, who whenhefpake

unto the menthat food with him, and faid, What fhall be done to him

that killeth this Philiftime, (meaning Goliah) and taketh away theſhame

from Ifrael,&c. Eliab this hearingwas very angry with David, and faid,

Why cameft thou downe hither? and with whom whom haft thou left

thofe few fheepe in the Wilderneffe ? I know the pride and the malice of

thine heart , that thou art comedowne to fee the battaile : in Sanballat and

Tobias , who envyed and hindered the building ofthe Temple, asyou may

reade in Nehemiah. Inthe Princes and Officers ofDarius, Dan.6.4. who

fought an occafion against him concerningthe Kingdome , but they could

finde no fault; for hewas fo faithfull, that no blame could bee found in

him.

CometotheNew Teftament, or Gofpell : Inthe Pharifees, Mat.9.11 ,

the Goſpell . who faid to the Diſciples ofJefus, Why eatethyour Maſter with Publicans and

Sinners ? Again, Luke 19.39 . Thenfome of the Pharifees faidunto him,Ma-

fter,rebake thy Difciples. Inthe Difciples ofIohn, Mat.9.14. Then came the

Difciples of lohn to him,faying, Why doe we andthe Pharifeesfaft often, but thy

Difciples faft not ? Inthe chiefe Priefts and Scribes , Matth. 21. 15. Who

when they faw the marvels that hee did , and the children crying in the

Temple, Hofanna to the fonne ofDavid, they difdained. Inthe Jewes;who

whentheyweregathered together, and Pilat faid unto them , Whether will

you that I let loofe unto you , Barabbas, or Iefus which is called Chriſt ?

They faid Barabbas. In the brother ofthe Prodigall , Luke 15.25. Now

the elder brother was in the field , and when hee came neare unto the bonfe and

heardmuſicke and dancing , he called to one ofhis fervants and askedwhat theſe

things meant ? and hee faid unto him,thy brother is come , and thyfather bath

killedthe fat Calfe, becauſe he hath received himfafe and found: then hee was

angry and would not goe in; therefore came hisfather out and intreatedhim,&c.

In the High Priests and Pharifees , Iohn 11.47. who gathered a Counſell

and faid , What ſhall wedoe, for this man doth many miracles ? ifwe let

him thus alone, all menwill beleeve in him, andthe Romans will come and

take away both our place and the Nation. Then Caiphas the High Prieſt

ſtood
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flood up and faid , Ye perceive nothingat all ; nor doeyou confider that it

is expedient for us that oneman die for the people, andthe reft perifh not.

In the Rulers, Elders, and Scribes , Acts 5. 17. Then the chiefe Priest rofe

up, andall that were with him (whichwas thefelt ofthe Sadduces) and werefull

ofindignation, andlaid bands onthe Apostles, andput theminthe common pri-

fon,&c. And thus you fee how envy hath beene in all ages and moft fit-

ting it isthat I firft fhew youthe nature and condition of the finne, before

I cometothe judgements inflicted upon it.

:

This Envy fhooteth at others , and woundeth her felfe : Lyons are

knowneby their clawes , Ravens by their feathers , Cocks bytheir fpurres,

andenvious Menby their manners , who (like Syrian dogges) barke at the

tarres, andspurne at what they cannot reach ; and is like lightning , which

in the duskieft myft,or darkeſt fogge, will plainlieft appeare. Envy is the

daughter ofpride , the mother of laughter and ftrage , the innovator ofſe-

dition, andthe perpetuall tormentor of vertue : She is moreover the flime

and impoftume of the foule , a daily corrafive to him in whomſhe abideth f

a venome, a poyfon, a Mercuryor quickfilver, which confumeth the fleſh,

and dryes up the bones : and ofvices it is faid , Envy tobe the moſt gene-

rall, Pride the greateft, and Luft the fouleft. The envyed man dothmany

times forget , but the envious man doth never fpare to profecute ; and as

griefe or paine is a difeafe ofthe body,fomalice is the malady ofthe foule.

It is a meere flave to its owne affections , and is found alwayes to waite at

Vertues elbow.

Alanus de Planetu natura with great elegancy faith thus : To the envi

ous man anothers profperity is his adverfity, their adverfity his profperi-

ty : Attheir mirth theyare fad , andin their forrow they rejoyce : They

imagine their owne riches to fubfift in other mens poverty , and their po

vertyto be in other mens riches. The ferenity of their neighbours fame

theyendeavour either by detraction to eclipfe , or byfilence to conceale.

Inglorious Envy ftriveth to deface the glory ofwifedome ; then which,no

monſter more monftrous , no dammage more dammageous , no torment

moretorturous , no finne more contagious ; of blindneffe it is theabyffe,

the fpurreto contention, the fting ofcorruption, the motionswhereofare

adverfaries to humane tranquillity , of mundanetemptations the inftiga-

tors and inciters ; ofa labouring minde the vigilant enemies , and ofcom-

mon peace and amity the combuftuous diſturbers.

Wereade Proverb. 17. Afeditious perfon feekethonely evill , and a cruell

meſſengerſhallbeſent against him. He that rewardeth evillforgood, evill fball

not depart from his house . The froward heartfindethnogood , and he that bath

a naughtytongue falleth into evill. And Prøv, 28. Aman with a wickedor

envious eye hafteth toriches, and knoweth not that povertyshall come apon him

Wifdom. 1.9. Inquifition shallbe madefor the thoughts of the angodly, andthe

foundof the wordsfhallcomeuntoGod for thecorrection of his iniquities : There

forebeware ofmurmuringwhichprofiteth nothing, and refraine thy tonguefrom

flanders forthere is no wordfo fecret that ſhall goefornought, andthe mouth

that freakethlyes flayeth the foule. It is the counfell ofthe Wifeman: Baté

not the breadofhim that is envious, or hathan evill eye, weither deſirehis dainty

meates for (as thoughhethought it in hisheart) hee willfay, Eateanddrinke,

but hisheart is not withthee thou shalt vomit themorfels thatthou hast eates,

andthonfbaltlofe thyfweet words, &c. The booke of Wisdome tels us that

1:0 through
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through Envy of the Devill camedeath into theworld, and they that hold

ofhis fide prove it : therefore let us be adviſed by Saint Peter , who in the

fecond chapter ofhis firft Epiftle faith , Wherefore laying afide all malitious-

neffe, and all guile, and dißimulation, andenvy, and evillſpeaking, as new borne

babes, defire that fincere milke oftheWord, that yee maygrow thereby , &c. But

from the difcovery of the fouleneffe of the finne, I comenowto fhew what

feverall judgements have beene inflicted upon it .

And firft to fearch forraine Hiftories before we come to fearefull and

tragicall Examples , moderne and domeftick of our owne , ( that the one

may the better illuftrate and ſet off the other. I begin with that inceftu-

ous brood ofThebes,the two brothersEteocles andPolynices,whofe father oedi-

pus, ignorant ofhis owne naturall parents , and having firſt moſt unfortu-

nately flaine his owne father , and after retyring himfelfe to Thebes , bythe

folution of Sphinxes riddle , married with his owne mother Iocafta (neither

ofthem knowingtheir proximity in bloud) andby that match fwayed the

Kingdome : together with thoſe two before-named fonnes, and two daugh-

ters, Antigone and Ifmene,whichhe hadby her. But at length havingknow-

ledge of that inceftuous match made withhis mother, he in griefe thereof

with his nayles pulled out his owne eyes, and the in defpaire ftrangled her

felfe : after which the Kingdomne falling to the two brothers ; They firft

agreed to raigne monethly, and then yearely by turnes ; but foone after

there grewfuch malitious envy betwixt them , that whatfoever the one did

in his regency, the other whenthepower came into his hands, utterly abro-

gated and difanull'd, making new lawes , to the former quite contrary;

which alfo lafted but a moneth ; for then the fucceeder paid the refignerin

his ownecoyne. Upon this grew faction , and divers partifans on either

fide ; fome favouring the one, and fome affecting the others in the end from

threatnings andbraves, itcame tobatta ile and blowes in whichthe twobro-

thers encountering hand tohand, in a fingle duell they interchangablyflew

oneanothers whofe envy in lifewas fo irreconcilable and inveterate, thatit

appeared after theirdeaths : for their twobodies beingbrought to beburnt

in one funerall pile, the very flamewas feene todivide it ſelfe, and burnein

two parts, futing to their oppofite foules and contrary conditions.

Another Example of Gods Judgements against Envy, Greece affordeth

us . Perfens the fonne of Philip, Kingof Macedon : (but not that Philip who

was father to Alexander the Great), hee had an elder brother whofe name

was Demetrius, a manofmost approved honefty, and imitable condition ;

whofe knowne vertues his younger brother, ofa malevolent and cumbred

ſpirit much envying , framed a moft fcandalous and detracting inditement

against him ; pretending that he had privately infidiated his fathers life

and Kingdom,and fold them bothunto his enemies the Romans ofwhich by

fuborned witneffes, he had made fuch proofe, (and bribingto that purpoſe)

prevailed fo farre, that he was convented , convicted, and condemned, and

moſt innocently fuffered the rigour ofthe Law, byhaving his head ftrooke

off: But the King havinghad notice ofthefe barbarous and injuft procee-

dings, furpriſed with exceffe ofgriefe, died not longafter ; and this mali-

cious fratricide fucceeded in the Kingdome : who now having all things

anfwerable to his own defires, thinking Macedonia too narrow a limit for

his unbounded ambition ; he in great prefumption not onely oppofed, but

invaded the Roman Empire, whofe envy and detraction againſt his brother

God
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21God thuspunished Hedrewhim with all his puiffant Armyneare unto

the river ofDanubius ; wherebeing encountred by the RomanConful Ami-

lis , he and hiswhole hoaft werecut to pieces, and utterly ruined ; info-

much, thatthe power ofthe Macedonians being utterly confounded , it be

came after fubject and tributary to the Roman Empire : and thus his defa+

matorydeftruction confpired againft another, fell upon his owne head

and is ſtill regiftred tohis perpetuall fhame and infamy.

It is reported ofthe Roman Emperour Caligula , whowas a manofinfi-

nite vices, that he never fpared man inhis rage, nor woman in his luft , to

whom fifters and ftrangers were alike hewas foinfectedwith this vice of

envy, that in contempt ofthe moſt noble families in Rome , from the Tor-

quati hee tooke the honour ofwearing golden chains, from the Cincinnati,

(fo called for their crifped and curled locks) he tooketheir haire, and cau-

fed them tobe ſhorne tothe skull ; and fo ofothers : befides, from Cn.Pom-

peius he cauſedthedenomination ofGreat tobe takenaway's and fim Pro-

epleus a very beautifull youngman, becauſe hee was for feature and favour

preferred before him, he caufed tobe murdered: for whichand otherlike

viceshee wasdepofed from the Imperiall purple, and put toa moſtbaſe,

wretched, and ignoble death.

•

Antoninus and Geta werethe twofonnes ofthe Emperour Severm , bet

twixt whom he divided the Empire afterhisdeath: To Antoninu wasall

Europe allotted , and whole Afia was the poffeffion and patrimony of Gera.

Bizantium kept a great Garrison ofSouldiers for Antoninus , and Calcedon a

Citie ofBythiniawas the place offrength, to which Geta trufted; befides,

the twogreat Cities of AntiochandAlexandria werethe Royall and Kingly

feats for Gera , and Mauritania and Numidia for Antoninus who was of a

dangerous and divelifh nature ; but Geta of a very curteous and affable

temperature: forwhich hewasthe more envyedbythe Elder, and his at-

trocities and inhumanities as muchdifaffectedbythe younger. By which

mutuall enmity thofe glorious victories which Severus atchieved, and after

by concord and peace enjoyed , to the great advancement ofthe Empires

Hulboorbo cha
were now almoſt wholly ruined.

I

murdefeth the

TheEmpreffe their mother fore-feeing fome greatand eminent diſaſter,

gave them often very matron and pious admonitions , exhorting them to

unity and concord ; but her indulgent and wholeſome counfell nothing

prevailed with them , for dailytheir difcord, hatred, andbloudy practifes

increaſed , and the onewas fojealous ofthe other , that they durft not eate

or drinke together for feare ofpoyfon. Inthis mutuall feare they conti-

nued,till atthe length antonin grew fo fickeof his brothersgenerall love

andwelfare, that his ambition is now tobethe fole poffeffour ofthe whole

Empires and therefore in thedead ofnight , with other of his affafinates, One brother

he violentlybroke open his brothers chamber, andbafely murdered him , other.

even in the fight and prefence of their mothers nor thinking hee was

throughly dead, till hehad cut the headfrom thebody: This done,heex-

cufed the fact to the Souldiers, andwith large donatives ſo infinuated into

their favours , that never was foundwho fo much asrepined at what was

done: norwas he fooner wellTeated in theThrone Imperiall, buthecaufed

all the friends , well-wishers, and acquaintance of Geta tobe moſt cruelly

put todeath, fparing neither degree, age, nor fex, fothat, not oneremained

alive in theCommon-weale ofRome : moſt ofthe rich Senatours he cau-

fed
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ledtobefiaine, and their forfeited wealth he diftributed amongit his Souj-

diers, who fupported him in all his villanies ; be flew his ownewitethe

daughter ofPlantianus, and the fonne ofPertinax orland fuch was his hatred

to Getsbeingdead, that he deftroyed all the Prefects, Proconfuls , Gover

nours, and Officers throughout fa, who had by him becne promoted to

honour. But after all his rapes, incefts, andryots, murders and maflacres,

as poffeft with all the horrid and abhominable vices that have any name :

As his life was deteftable, fo was his death remarkable 3 being in the midſt

of hisfinnes , without any repentance wasmost wretchedly flaine byhis

Souldiers, at the inftigation of Matrinus afterEmperout.bt arofil modw

- Supplantation is one of thebranchesofEavy; concerning which I have

The Hiftory read an Hiftorytothis purpofe. ARoman Emperour in thofe dayes, be

fore any Christianity was profeffed amongftthem, living in peace and

tranquillity,and no fedition or infurrection being made in any of his domi-

nions, fo that the practiſe ofArmes was quite leftoff, and almoft forgor

This Emperour had a noble Prince to his fonne , naturally inclined to

phoweffe and manhood , and wholly addicted to martiall exerciſes. But

finding no imploymentat home,he hada great defire toknow what milita

ryexerciſes were abroad : wherefore making.choyce ofone Gentleman to

be hisfriend and companion, whom hee valued as a fecond felfe, furnifht

withgoldand treafure fufficient, unknowine to any, betooke themſelves to

fea and aftermuchperillous navigationthey landed in Perfia, at fuch time

as the Soldan hadwarres with the Caliphof Egypt. The Prince with his

companion (concealing his birth and Countriey) put himfalfe underthe

Soldan's fervice, inwhich he fobravely demeanedhimfelfe, that he grew.re-

mark blethroughthe Army, and none inall the hotwasableto compare

with him in daring or doing, he fo farre tranfcended them all infomuch,

that byhis valour the Soldanhadmanybravevictories and haying but one

ronely daughter, a Lady of incomparable beauty, hehad a fecret purpofe to

takeanadvantage tobeftow her upon hini, with all the Royalties ofScep-

ter, Sword, Crowne, andDominion after his deceafe. In proceffe it, fo

happened, that in a dreadfull battaile fought betwixt the Perfims and E

gyptians, the Soldan was mortally woundedinthe eyewithan arrow yer his

body he yet ling, was fafelybroughtto his Tent bythis Roman Prince ,

who before his death drew out a ring of great values and gave it unto hirfi,

faying myonely daughter upon mypaternall benediction bath vowed and

worne, that whofoever fhall deliver this ringfrom me toher , thee will

withoutany fcrupleor evafion , accept him for her husband ; and this I

freelybeſtow on thee, andwith theſe laſtwords he expired. Whole fure-

fall beingperformed, and byhis deaththewarres ended, the Prince,wich

do this ring retires himselfewith his companion towards Grand Kayre, andby

theway revealed unto his friend all that had paft betwixt him andthe, Sol-

dan,concerning the Princeffe, andwithall thewedhim the ring who most

-perfidioully watching his opportunityin the night, whileft the Prince was

falt fleeping, he ftole away thering and poaftingto the Court, prefented

intotheLady, whoacceptingboth of it andhim,the falfe Impofter hadher

indifes ! andwascrowned King ofPerfie. Forwhich affront, not ableto

Wight hilafelfe, his great fpirit was fo afflicted that he grew into a dange-

brousanddeadly feaver; yer before his dear hewrit a Letter, andfent it so

-his Fatherandthe Senate, in which he discoveredthe whole paffage of the

The Soldans

great love to

the Prince.
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bufineffe as is before related, and then died : who by Embafladours infor-

mingthe Queene and the State of Perfia, the truth ofall which was confir-

medbythe dying Princes Letter. The Impoftor at length confeffed all,but

because he hadbeen theirKing,the Statewouldnot puthim to deathor tor-

ture,but deliveredhim tothe Roman Embaffadorsto difpofe ofhim attheir

pleaſured who carrying him to Rome withthe body ofthe dead Prince, he

was doomedto be thut alive into the Princes Sepulchre, wherethe trayte-

rous wretch moſtmiferablyfinished his dayes.

A fecond to the like purpoſe wee reade in the Hiftory ofthe Popes :

which tells us that Pope Nicholas beingdead, one Celestine, a man ofa fin-

cere and innocuous life and converfation, was byacommon fuffrage ad-

vanced tothe Papacie , who bore himfelfewith all humility and piety.;

whofe godlylife one ofthe proud Cardinals envying , and ayming to fup-

plant him , hee preferred ayoungkinfman ofhis to waite in his chamber}

who growingin favour with his Holineffe, the Cardinall gave him a long

trunkeof braffe , through which heewhispered in the Popes eare divers

times when hewas flumbering , that it was Godswill , and for his foules

fatety torefigne the Father hood overto fomeothers,andhimselfe to lead a

private religious life; which beingoften done,took in him fuch impreffion,

as ina publike Confiftory he toldthem what revelation he had from Hea

ven : humblydefiring, that withtheir good loveand leave he might refigne

his great charge, andbetakehimfelfeto a private andmonaftick life ; which

motion this Cardinall feconded, and by bribery and gifts (having many

friends) andpartifans onhis fide,byhis voluntary refignement was elected

Popeinhis facedbythenameofBoniface.

Whonow attaining totheheight of his wifhes, and being feiled of the

tripple Diadem , was not afhamed openlyto boat how fraudulently hee

cametothat high Ecclefiafticall honour, growing therewith more proud,

haughty, and infolent infomuch, that hepickt a quarrellwith Lewis King

of Frances andwould haveforced his perfonall appearance to acknowledge

him for his fupreame Father and Mafter ; whichbecauſe the Kingdenyed,

heexcommunicated his Clergy , and interdicted his Realme , curling him

andhis Subjects with Bell, Booke, and Candle : But at length the King,

troubledland tyred with his fo many contumacies , fent a Knight called - niya

Sir Gaillam de Langaretwith a troope ofSouldiers, who fo wellawaited

their opportunity, that as the Popewas ridingfrom Avignon tolaneofhis

Castles in Provence called Pourforge, he furprifed him , and brought him

prifoner into France, then puthim into a frongTower, wherefor want of

foodhewas forced to eatethe fleshfromhis armes,and fo died ofwhom

the ftorygives this Character , That the entredinto the Papacie like a Fox,

thathe ruled like a Lyon, and intheenddied likea Dogge.aldtonwor

Neno Gafarwho had all the feaven deadly finnes predominant in him ,

eveninhis minorityand first commingtothe Empire, was in a high mea-

fure worthily afpert and brandedwith this horrid and abhominable vide

of Envys whowhen Cafar Genmanicus, a Brinceofgreat hope andexpecta-

tion, onwhom all theeyes of Rome werefixt was made competitor with

him in the Empire , maligning his greatneffe and goodneffe though his

Lagarekinfman : bewith his owne hands tempereda ftrong and mortiferous

prayfon, andmost treacheroufly invitinghim toafeaft , in the height of all

theirmirthandpollity, he caufedthat deadlydraught to be miniftred unto

Cccfrommy
him :
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aihim which he had inodfodner :taited , but immediately he funke from his

feat, and fell downe dead arabeTable ; at which all the guests being farts.

led and amazed ; Nero the mafter of the feaft put it off with this fleight

faying onely, remove the body into fomewithdrawing roome, and let it be

buried according to the cuftome ofRomans buthow God revenged this

and other is inhumanities, you may reade in hiswretched and unlamented

death, in theformer Tractate expreffed.oil ..

او
Macrinus who had murdered Antoninus the brotherofGera, attaining

to the Empire, whenhe had raigned one yeare, his head was cut off in Cal-

cedona CitieofBythinia,with his fonne Diadumenus,whom in his life-time

he had made competitorwith him in theEmpire.

7

Batanus , otherwife.called Heliogabalus, the fonne of Semiamira, fuccee-

ded inthe Empire ; Hewas firft a Pricft ofthe funne, and after by meanes

of his grandmother Mefa ( a rich and potent woman) was made Emperours

whothough a young man ofan extraordinary afpe&t and feature, ableto at-

tract the loves and affections ofall men , yet was heinwardly infectedwith

the contagion ofall thevices that could be named Infomuch, that in all

his actions herather appeareda monfter thena man , fo that hee grew not

onely defpifed, but hatefulbto the people. Whichthewife Lady Mefa fee

ing, and fearing his fall, and in his, Ferówne ruine ; as farre as the could

The excufed his groffeftcrimes , laying the fault uponthe tenderneffe ofhis

youth ; andwrought fo, that by his confent Alexianus whowas theſonne

ofMamma, her daughterwas admitted companion with him in theEm-

pire,which alexians after called Alexander Severus , was a wife andpru-

dent Prince , whofe vertue had gained him the generall love ofthe Senate

and peoples forwhich Heliogabalus fo enviedhim (for vice and vertue are

ftill in oppofition) that he mademany attemptsto poyfon him , which by

the care ofMefa andMammea,were prevented. But how was this envypu

nifhed ? The people feifedupon Heliogabalu , withhis mother Semiamira,

and dragging their bodies through the chiefe ftreets ofRome , having after

torne them picce-meale ; would not afford them the honour of buriall,

bur caft their quarters intothe common jakes , that ſtood upon the river

Tiber.ordpol rmd pollinois szoba, kā d'ima 2 zidEne

Envy inWo- Neither have women beene free fromthis rankorous finne ofEnvy as

appearethby the ſtory following; and fhall be mademore apparant here-

after. This Prince Alexander Severas afore-named , all the time that his

grandmother Meja lived whofuffered none but grave and wife men to be

about him (infomuchthat noEmperour before or after him could be faid

to exceed him in allthefe attributes that belongto an Imperiall Monarch)

was both beloved and feared: But the being dead his mother Mammea

grew tothat height ofpride, covetoufneffe, and envy, that his indulgentfuf-

ferance ofher ambitionwas a great,and the foleblemish ofhis government,

who commingto maturity, and the Empire nowfetled in his owne hands,

hetooke towife a daughter ofone ofthe most nobleft Senators of Rome,

which was alfo by his mothers confent: butwhenthis Lady came to take

Murderthe upon her the fate ofanEmpreffe, Mammea,whochallenged that title folely

fruits of Envy,toherfelfe , malitioufly envyingher eftateswrought fo , that firſt the fa-

ther of the new Empreffewas put to death : and foterrible was her com-

mandement, and her Majeftie fomuchdreaded, that thebanished both from

the Court and the bed of theEmperour the innocent Empreffe, unto the

men.

5:0 uttermoft
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uttermoſt coaſts of Africa. Thuswas Alexander out of a milde and gentle

nature , fwayed and over-ruled by his. mother , which was the occationof

both their ruines : for Maximinus a Thracian, borne ofbaſe parentage, his

father beinga shepheard , and preferred by alexander to eminent place in

the warress takingthe advantage ofthe murmuringofthe people and foul-

diers , and the covetoufneffe and envy of the mother, most treacherously

confpired against his Lord and Mafter , the fame barbaroufly and cruelly

flew themboth, andbytheirdeath afpired untothe Imperiall purple.

The French Chronicles fpeake ofone Prince Cranne, the fonne of Clo-

tharius,whohaving raigned forty five yeares at Sriffons , now called the Bel-

gick Gant, upon the deceafe ofhis elder brother Childebert, who diedwith-

out iffue male, was proclaimed thefeventh King of France. This Cranné

(onwhom that maybetruly conftrued ofthe Poet,

Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos, )

:

was ficke of his fathers life, envying and grieving that he kept him fo long

from the Crowne: but wanting meanes to make him away privately by

poyfon, orthelike , becauſe his fervants about him were faithfull, and not

to becorrupted; betherefore oppofedhim by publike hoftility, incenfing

his unkle Childebert againſt him, who fupported him in all his infolencies

against his father. But Childebert beingdead, andhe now wantinghis great

fupport, was forc't to mediate his peace with his father, whoupon his fub-

miſſion tookehim to grace, and gavehim his free pardon : But his former

heart burning envy ftill boyling in his breaft, he fell into a fecond rebelli-

on ; yet findingthe fucceffe of his bad attempts to grow ftill worfe and

worſe, as his laſt refuge , hee fled to the Prince or Duke of the Brittons

(whomfome call Conobee, others Cannbo,) who undertooke to fecure him

from the purfute of his father : Whereupon Clotharius with his Army in

vaded that Countrey, and joyned battailewiththe Princeand his fonne , in

which the Brittons loft theday; their Armywas routed, the Prince flaine

and Cranne taken prifoner , ofwhom his father having feifed , hee caufed

him to be fhut up in an houfe , andwith his wife and children to be burnt

todeath ; a juft judgement from heaven , but a cruell fentence from a fa-

ther ; who that very day twelve-moneth after dieds being the one and fifty-

eth yeare ofhis raigne..

I come nowto our Moderne Hiftories. Ferrexand Porrex joyntlyfuc-

ceeded their father Gorbaduc in the governement of this Land of Britaine,

in the yeare ofthe World foure thoufand feaven hundred and eleven ; and

continued in love and amity for a feafon : but in the end , Envy the mo-

ther ofall miſorder and iniſchiefelſo farre prevailed with them , that the

onebegan to maligne the others eftate ; infomuch, that they both ftudied

anddevifed to fupplant each other, thereby to gaine the entire fupremacy,

which firft brake out in Porrex , whogathering anArmyunknowne to his

brother,thought fuddenly to furprife and kill him: ofwhich he havingno-

tice,andyetnot ablefor theprefent to provide for oppofition,he was forced

to fly into France ; where craving ayde , bewas fupplyed with a fufficient

Hoaft ofGalls with which, landing in England, he gave his brother Porrex

battaile,defeated hisArmy,and flew him in the field:Ferrexproud ofhis vi-

ctory retyred himselfto hisTent,whither his motherMidan came by night,

with fome of her women ; and being freely admitted tothe placewhere he

layfleeping,thewith the reftmoftcruelly murderedhim , and after cut his

Ccc 2
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body into ſmall pieces,caufingthemto be fcattered in the field : and intheſe

twobrothers ended the line of Brute. Thus you fee a moft dreadfull judge-

ment againſt Envy,as well in the vanquifht as the victors but the greateſt in

the laft : tobe focruelly murdered, rather by amonfter then a mother.

Morinduswasthe baftard fonne ofFlavius KingofBrittaine,by his Con-

cubine Fangueftela ; and was inaugurated in the yeare of the World one

thoufand eight hundred fourefcore and ten , and made Governour of the

Land: The Chronicle reports himto have beene ofa comely and beauti-

full perfonage, ofliberall gifts , having an activebody, and a moſt daring

fpirit, and ftrengthwithall above any Peere or Subject in theLand; but as

agrievous ſtaine and blemish to all thefe good parts and endowments , hee

was ofan envious condition, and cruell difpofition , for he grew jealous of

all fuch as either were great in wealth, or gracious in the Court for any no-

blevertue : for the first , hee had away to confifcate their eſtate ; andthe

latter he fo fuppreffed, that they never came into favour, or grew to prefer-

ment being further fo fubject to wrath , that whofoever croft or vexed

him, he would fuddenly flay with his owne hands. Afterward his Land

beinginvaded bya Prince of Mauritania, he met him in battaile, and chafed

himtothe Sea, takingmany prifoners: whom, to fatisfie this cruelty and

tyranny, he cauſed tobe putto death in his prefence and fight, with feve-

rall forts oftorments ; by heading, killing, hanging, burning, drowning,

and other kindes of execution : but at the length (as teftifieth Guido deCo-

lumna andothers) this Morindus whomour English Chronicles call Mor-

with, walking bythe Sea fide , and fpying a dreadfull monster upon the

fhore, he out ofhis boldand Kingly proweffe, affayingto kill the beaſt, af-

ter a longfight was devoured and ſwallowed by the monſter , when he had

eight yeares governed the Land; whichwasamoft ftrange and remarkable

Judgement.

Envy and diffenfion was the firft bondaging ofthis our free and noble

Nation, in becomming tributary to the Romans : King Ludoffamous me-

morybeingdead, duringtheminority ofhistwo fonnes , Androgeus and

Tenautius Caßibelan the brother to Ludwas made King inthe yeare ofthe

World, five thousand one hundred forty two , whowas a Prince, noble,

bountifull, juf, and valorous : when the young Princes came to yeares of

difcretion, hee gave to Androgens the elder the Citie ofLondon , with the

Earledome ofKent ; andto Tenantius the younger,the Dukedome ofCorne-

wall. Inthis feafon Iulius Cefar being inthewarres ofFrance, and behol-

dingthewhite cliffes and rocks by Dover, demanded ofthe Gauls whether

it were inhabited orno? orbywhom? being fatisfied of his demand , hee

firſt exhorted the Brittaines bywriting , to pay tribute to the Romans : to

whom Caßibelan returned a fhort and fharpe anfwer ; with which Cafar

much incenfed, makes ready his Navy and people: but when they ſhould

have landed, theyfound long and fharpe ftakes pitcht by the Brittons,which

put them to great trouble and danger ; yet at length gaining the fhore,

Caßibelanwith a ftrong Army ofBrittans gave thembattaile, andbeat them

to their ſhippes.

Notwithstanding, Cafar foone after made afecond Invafion, witha grea-

ter power, and had the likebrave repulfe , to his great dishonour. For

whichdoublevictory Caßibelan having firft givengreat thankes tothegods,

aflembled his Lords and Peeres to feaft them; and held fundry triumphs

and
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and fports: amongſt which, twoyoung Knights, one NephewtotheKing,

called Herilda; and the other Euclinus, allyed to androgens ; made a chal-

lenge for wraftling in the performing of which exercise they grew to

words , and from words to blowes, ſo that parties were made, andin this

tumult Herildawas flaine; whofe death the King tooke heinously , and fent

to hisNephew Androgens , that Enelinus might bedelivered up, to know

how he could acquit himselfe of the murder ; which Androgens denying,

theKing gave him tounderſtand, that it was inhis powerto chaſtife his

prefumption ; which theother fearing, fent toIulius Cafar, not onely let-

rers, but thirty hoftages , (to affure him ofhis fidelity) that if heewould

make a third attempt for Brittaine, he wouldayde him withapuiſſant Ar-

my: ofwhich Cafar gladly accepting, with a ftrong hoaft landed , and en-

campedhimselfe neare unto Canterbury ofwhichwhen Caßibelan had no-

tice, he marched towards him, and betwixt them was fought a ſtrong and

bloudy battaile, wheremanywere flaine on either fide, and the day likelyto

incline tothe Brittons, when onthe fudden Androgen came in with freſh

forces, bywhichthe wearied Souldiers were compelled to forfake the field,

andgave place tothe Romans,who flewthem without mercys fo that Casi

belan, with thofe few that were left , retired himselfe to places of fafety.

Whofe valour Cafar admiring, would not profecute hisvictory any fur-

ther forthe prefent , but offered him peace , conditionally that he ſhould

pay a yearelytribute of three thousand pounds tothe Romans which con-

ditions Caßibelan accepted, and ſtill continuedKing, and Androgeus who

hadfo bafely betrayed his Countrey, not daring totruft his owne Nation,

whom in fohigh a nature he had injured, abandoned the Realme, and went

with Cafar. Now ifany thall aske mewhere were Gods dreadfull Judge-

ments in allthis ? I anfwer,what greater,then for a free Nationto lofe their

immunities,and becometributary andvaffals to ftrangers ; from whichthey

were not freedmany hundred yeares after,

Long after this Conftantine was made King, and leftthree fonnes behinde

him: Conftantinethe eldeft (becauſehewas ofavery milde and gentle tem-

per, and no way addicted to any martiall exercife) heeput into a religious

houfe , called Saint Swithens Abbey , and made him a Monke : his two

other fonnes were Aurelius Ambrofius , and Vter, firmamed Pendragon.

ButConftantine thefather being trayterously murdered, one Vortiger, who

then was the moſt potent Peere in the Land; tooke Conftantine the el

deft fonne out of the Monaftery, and made him Kingonely in name , for

he himselfe fwayed the government of the Kingdome, with all thepow

er that belonged toa Crowne and Scepter. Yet,not with that contented,

he envied the ſtate of the innocent King; and thoughhe had all the power,

yet he could not content himselfe without the titles and therefore placed a

guard ofan hundred Picts and Scots about the Kings perfon , and having in-

groffed into his hands the greateſt part of the Kings Treaſury , heewasfo

bountifull to thofe ftrangers, that they feared not to fay openly that be bet-

ter deſerved tobe Kingthen Conftantines andwaiting their beſt advantage-

ous opportunity, murdered him: Whofe headbeing prefented to Vorti-

ger, thenat London, hemademuch feeming forrow for hisdeath ; andto ac-

quit himfelfe ofthe act , caufed all thofe hundred Knights to be beheaded :

bywhich the people holdinghim innocent, crowned him King, when the

otherhad raigned about five yeares ; andthis his coronation caufed thoſe

that hadthe keeping ofthetwoyounger brothers, Aurelius and Vier, to flie

Ccc 3 with
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rewardof this trayterous fupplantation, heewas never after in any peace of

quietneffe,hisLandbeingalwayes in combuſtion and trouble;his Peeres fuf-

pectinghim ofthe deathofthe King, made infurrectionagainst him ; info-

muchthat hewas forced to follicite aide ofthe Saxons :whothough theyhel-

pedhim forthe prefentsafter,of his friends they grew to be hisenemies,and

weretoomighty for him : fothatwhen he had raigned in great moleftation

andtrouble fixteen years, theBrittaines deprived him ofall Kingly dignity,

and crowned his eldeſt fonne Vortimerns inhis ftead. Who when he had in

many battailes overcomethe Saxons, and hadalmoſt quite expulfed them

the Land, hewas poyfoned byhis ftepmother Rowaine , when he hadglori-

ouflyandvictorioufly feaven yeares governed theLand, and his father Vor-

timer was againemadeKing,whowas after twice taking prifonerbyHengeft

Kingofthe Saxons, and his Peeres and Nobles cruellybutchered in his pre-

fence : At lengththetwo youngerbrothers ofConftantine invaded theLand,

beingaidedbythe diftreffed Brittains, andpurfuedhim into Wales, where

hee and divers ofhis complices fortified themſelves in a strong Castle ;

whichCaſtle the two brothers with their Army befieged, and after many

vaine affaults, ( it being valiantly defended) withwilde-firetheyburned and

confumed the Fort, together with Vortiger, and all, his fouldiers and fer-

vants.

Worthy it is to obfervebyhowmany feverall kinde ofJudgements this

finne ofEnvy hath beene punifht , as in theformer examples is made ap

parant : namely, by the fingle fword, by battaile, bypoyfoning, ftrang ing,

heading, torturing,by murderingand cutting to pieces, bybeing swallowed

upofmonfters ; the living tobe buried with the dead by famithing in pri-

fon,bybeingtorne piece-meale, and
privies: fome burnt wi

th ordinary fire, oth
ebes caft int

o common

with wilde- fire ; the bro-

ther murdering the brother , andthe mother the fonne; the bondage and

vaffalling ofNations, &c. which finne, though for the commonneffe and

familiarity it hath amongst us,is fcarce minded,or thought upon; (becaufe

manywho are envious may fohide it , that they may appeare honeftwith-

all;) yet is this hypocrifie no excufe, for you feehow hatefull it is inthe

eyes of the Creator,byfo manyvifible puniſhments thereof.But I proceed.

Aftermanydreadfull battailes fought (and not without great effufion of

bloud) betwixt Edmund,firnamed for his ftrengthand valour tren -fide , the

fonne ofEthelftane, and Canutus the ſonne ofSwanns , during this warre be-

twixtthoſe martiall Princes,to thegreat defolation ofthe Realme,andmor-

tality ofthe people ; It was agreed betwixt the two Generals to conclude

the difference in a fingle duell : The place where this fhould be performed

was inan Ile called Olney, neare unto Glocefter, incompaftwiththewater

ofthe Severne: In which place at the day appointed both the Champions

met, without anycompany or affiftances and boththe hoafts ſtood as fpe-

etators without the Ifle, there awaitingthe fortune of the battaile : where

the Princes first proved one anotherwithfharpe fpeares , and they being

broken, with keene cuttingfwords ; where after a longfierce combate,both

being almoſt tyred, by giving and receiving of hard and ponderous blowes,

at length (the first motion comming from Cantus) theybegan toparle;

and laftly to accord, friendly kiffing and embracingeach other : and foone

after,bythe advife ofboth their Counfels, theymade an equall partition of

the
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the Landbetwixt them ; and during their naturall lives lived together , and

loved asbrothers. But therewasone EdricusDukeofMercia, of whom my

Author gives this character : A man of bafe and lowbirth , but railed by

favour towealth and honour; fubtile ofwit, but falfe ofturning ; eloquent

offpeech, but perfidious both in thought and promife ;who in all his acti-

ons complyed with the Danes,to thedammage ofhis owne Countrey-men;

and yetwithfmooth language, proteftations, and falfe oathes, could fafhi-

on hisexcufe at his pleaſure. This falfe Traytor, inwholeheart the ferpent

ofenvy and bafe confpiracy everburned, at length breaking out into flame

against his owne Prince fron-fide, (forwhat cauſe is not knowne) and t ink-

ing to get the grace and favour ofCantus, he fo awaited his opportunity,

that hee most treacheroufly flewhis King and Mafter Iron-fide. Which

done,thinking thereby to begreatly exalted , he poafted in all hafte to C4-

mutus, fhewinghim whathe had donefor his loves and faluted him by the

ftile of fole King of England : which , when the Prince of Danes had well

underfood, and ponderingwhat from his ownemouthhe had confeft, like

a juft andwife Prince,he answered him after this manner; Since Edricus

thou haft (forthe love thou fayeft thoubeareft untome) flainethy naturall

Lordand King, whom I moftloved, I fhall inrequirall exalt thy headabove

all the Lords (thy fellow Peeres) ofEngland , and forthwith commanded
A juſt Judge-

himto betaken , and his head tobe ftrook off and pitcht upon a fpeares envious Tray-

mentupon an

head, and fet upon the higheft gate of London : a juft judgement inflicted tour.

upon Envy, which hath alwayes beene the harcherof moft abhominable

treafon.

い

Unparalleldwas that piece ofEnvy in Foffins,oneofthe fonnes ofEarle

Goodwin, andbrother to Farold, after Kings hee inthe two and twentieth

yeareof the raigne of Edward the Confeffor, upon fome difcontent betwixt

him andhis brother Harold, camewitha companyofRuffins and rude Fel-

lowes, and rid downetoHereford in the marches ofWales , where at that

time his brothers fervantswerevery bufie to make provifion for the enter-

tainment oftheKing, invited thitherbyHarold: who, when he was thither

come, moft cruellyand inhumanelyhe felluponthe innocent fervants, and

flew them all ; and after,cut them into pieces andgobbets , which he put

into fowce and falt, pickling andpowdering their limbes, and afterward

fent meſſengers to the Kingand hisbrother,togive themto understand,that

ifthey brought fresh meate alongwiththem , hee had provided them of

powderedmeate,as much as they could defire.Which barbarous act being

bruited abroad, it madehim fo hatefull to allmen,that his owne tenants and

people,(men ofNorthumberland)the Province ofwhichhewasthen Lord

rofeupinArmes against him, feiling all the Lands and Goods ofwhichhe

was poffeft ; and chafed him into Flanders , with nomore then one or two

fervants to attend him ; wherehe remained with his wifeand children, du-

ringthe Kings life . But when his brother Harold(after thedeceafe ofK.Ed

ward)hadufurped the Crowne, Foftias envyinghis brothers Sovereignty,

havingpurchafed to himselfe a Navyof threetcore fmall fhips, failed about

the Ifle ofWight , and the coaft ofKent , where hee robbed and tooke

preyes , and from thence went into Lindfee, where hee did much harme

by fire and fword; but was chafed thence by Edwin and Malearus,the Earles

of Mercia and Northumberland: Then he fayled into Scotland, where

he ftayed till the Summer after. And when Harold Harfager the fonneof

Canutus,

Envy purfued

by many

afters.

dif
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Canutus, King ofDenmarke andNorway, invaded the Realme, Fostias took

part with him against his brother Harold, and in adreadfull battaile fought

neare Stemisford Bridge; he withall his complices and adherents were mi-

ferably cut to pieces : A juft Judgement futing with his former envy,

butchery, andtyranny.

But leaving many Hiftories and Examples with ſtrange inflictions im-

pofeduponthis finne. I come tothe later times,as low as to the raigne of

Edward the fixt: overwhom, byhis fathers laft Will, forthe timeofhis

minority, his two Unkles the brothers Seymors being made chiefe Guardi-

ans ; it happened that the two great Dukes of Northumberland and Suf-

folke, Dudley and Gray, much murmured and maligned that they fhould

bearefuch fway inthe Kingdome: The one beingLord Protector, the o-

ther Lord high Admirall ; one having great powerby Land, the other by

Sea, by which their glories feemed to bemuch ecclipfed : and finding no

wayhow to fupplant themby their fervants, they took a newer courſe, and

practifed it bytheirwives,to draw their ruines outoftheir ownebofomes;

and thus it happened. dalam

Sir Thomas Seymor the younger brother being Admirall, and having

married King Henries Queene Dowager, (wholegood fortune it was of all

the reft to furvive her husband) fhewas fuggefted to conteft with her fifter

in law, for priority in place , to which the other (for bothwere privately

incouragedby thetwoDukes) would no way affent : theoneclaimingpre-

cedence as fhehad beene Queene, the other challenging it as fhewas now

theProtectors wife. Thewives fet their husbands at oddes by takingtheir

parts ; infomuch, that there grew envy and heart-burningbetwixt them, fo

that in the third yeare of the young King, the Admirall was queftioneda-

bout his Office; and bythe confent ofhis brother , condemned in Parlia

ment to havehis head ftrooke off, the Protector with his ownehand figning

the Warrant for his death.

The onebrotherbeing thus removed, there was now the leffe difficulty

to fupplant the other : for in the fame moneth ofFebruary in which his

brother loft his head, was the Protectorbythe Lords ofthe Counfell com-

mitted to theTower ; but about ayeare after, by interceffion ofthe King,

and hisfubmiffion to theLords ofthe Counfell, upon the fixt of February

he was releafed and fet at liberty : yet this provedbut alightning before a

clap ofthunder. For the two Dukes, his great and potent adverfaries, ftill

profecuted their malice ; infomuch, that not long after, callinghimtoa fe-

condaccount, whenhe had nobly acquitted himfelfe of all Treafons what-

foever, that could be alleadged against him; He was in a tryall at Guild-

Hall (not having a Jewryof his Peeres) convicted of Felony ; and in the

firft yeare ofthe King, upon the two andtwentieth day ofJanuary the great

Duke ofSommerfet (the Kings Unkle and Lord Protector) was beheaded

upontheTowerHill. But this envy in the two Dukes efcaped not without

Gods heavy Judgements ; for afterthe Kings death Northumberlandhaving

large commiffion from theLords,figned with the great Seale ofEngland,

to raiſe an Armyto fuppreffe the Lady Mary afterward repenting there

of, fent a countermand after him , and whenhe thought himselfe in moſt

fecurity, the Nobility forfakinghim, and theCommons abandoninghim,

heewith his fonnes and fome few fervants in Cambridge were left alone ;

where notwithſtar.ding in the open Market-place he proclaimed the Lady

a

Mary
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Mary Queene; yet in Kings Colledge he was arrested of high Treafon ,

за

and thencebrought tothe Tower of London , and ona fcaffold uponthe

Hill, the twelfth day of August next following, loft his head.

The Duke ofSuffolke being likewife proclaimed Traytor, had a fervant

called Vnderwood, whomhehad raiſed to a faire eftate, and therefore to his

truft he committed his perfon ;whofor fome moneths concealed him in an

hollow tree, and morningand evening brought him his foodswith millions

ofoaths engaged for his truth and fidelity: but being corruptedwith a ſmall

quantity ofgold, and fome large promiſes,he betrayed him, and delivered

him up to the noble Earle ofHuntington , underwhofe condu&t the Duke

with a strong guardof fpeare-men, was conveyed through London to the

Tower, andthe feaventh day after his furprifall hewas arraigned and con-

victed ofTreafon in thegreat Hall at Weſtminſter ; andupon the twenty

fourth dayonthe Tower Hill beheaded.

In this relation it is worthy tobe obſerved inthofe twogreat Dukes of

Sommerfet andNorthumberland , that though thewhole Kingdome could

fcarce fatiate their ambitions , yet now a fmall piece of earth contents

them forthey lie buried together before the Altar in Saint Peters Church

in the Tower betwixt two Queenes , the wives of King Henry the eight,

Queene Anne and Queene Katharine, they being alfo both beheaded.

CHAP. III.

Gods dreadfullJudgements against Wrath.

Iverſe are the divifions and branches ofthis finne of

Wrath, whichfome reduce to thefe foure heads ; Mor-

tall, Veniall, Capitall,Generall : It is then called Mortall,

when it hath a defire to puniſh , not to fatisfie the Ju-

ftice ofthe Law, but its fpleene orwhen through the

vehemence of anger, it divides from the loveofGod,

and our neighbour ; or when it feekes a fevere and cru-

ellrevenge for triflingdelinquencies : It is called veniall,when the motion

of ire doth prevent the judgement of reafon,but the confent followeth not;

whenwe are too fpleenfull and chollerick within : orwhen the fignes of

Our outward indignation too manifeftly appeares outwardly. Thatwhich

is called Capitall, arifeth either from the heart, themouth, or the act ; that

fromthe heart is rather cal'd indignation , when him whom we fuppofe to

have injur'd us , we hold bafe and unworthy; and upon that wee animate

andincourage our revenge , or Tumor ments , the pride and haughtineſſe

of the minde, bywhich he that is incenfed, is ftill devifing feverallwayes

howtobe avenged , by which his fancies are molefted , and his thoughts

much troubled : That which arifeth from the mouth is either clamour,

whenby confuſed and inordinate fpeeches,without a modeft restraint ofthe

tongue, we openly expreffe our fpleene and envy or blafphemy, when

beingvehemently incenfed, webreake intowords whichtend to Gods dif-

honour : or contumely,whenbeingangrywith our neighbour, we uſe flan-

derousand defpightfull language against him. "In Act, that is called Rixa,

which
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Texts in the

bywhichwrath

which is rayling and fcoulding : In which are underſtood all the nocu-

ments and dammages , which through wrath we can poffibly doe to our

neighbour. Ofthe fourth called Generall , there be three fpecies ; Acuta,

which is that anger which arifeth upon ſmall or no occafion at all ; Amara,

or bitter, when for an injury done we keepe it long in remembrance ; and

ftile a fit opportunity for revenge : Gravis or Difficilis, when we never re-

mit an injury, till we fatisfie our rage by puniſhment.

R

Against all theſe there beTexts in the Holy Scripture , Genefis 27.21.

holy Scripture Therefore Efau hated his brother Iacob, because of the bleßing wherewith hisfa-

is condemned. therblefed him : and Efau thought in his minde, the dayes ofmourning will

come, andthen will Iflay my brother Iacob. Prov. 22. 29. Make nofriendſhip

withan angry man, neithergee with thefurious man, leaſt thou learns his wayes,

and leave deftruction to thy foule, 29. 22. An angry manſtirrethupstrife, and

afurious man aboundeth in tranfgreffion. Ecclef.6.11 . Be not thou ofan hafty

Spirit to be angry ,for angerrefteth in the bofome offooles. Matth.5.22 . But 1

fay unto you, whosoever is angry with his brother unadviſedly,fball be culpable of

Indgement, &c. Ephef.4 . 31. Les all bitterneſſe, and anger, and wrath,crying

andevill peaking, be put awayfromyou, with all malicioufneffe . Coloff. 3. 8.

But nowputyee away all these things, wrath, anger, maliciouſxeffe, cursed speak-

ing,filthy speaking out ofyour mouthes. Tim. 1. 2.8. I will therefore that the

menpray everywhere,lifting up pure bands without wrath or doubting. Tit.1.7.

For a Bishop must be unreproveable , as Godsfteward; notfroward, not angry,

not given to wine, noſtriker, notgiven tofilthy lucre. We reade inthe fourth

of Luke, that when Jefus cameto Nazareth,where he had beenebroughtup;

and as his cuftome was, went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and

ftood upto reade ; at which divine Sermon it is faid, verf. 28. Then all that

were in the Synagogue when they heard it, werefilled with wrath, and rose up and

thrust him out of the City , and led him unto the edge of the hill on which their

City was built, to caft him downe headlong 3 but he paffed through the midst of

them and went bis way. Many other Texts are to this purpoſe , to reprove

and condemne wrath and anger ; the fruits and effects whereof are for the

moſt part manflaughter, murder, and thelike ; ofwhich byreafon oftheir

confanguinity and alliance, I am tyed to fpeak fomething,though briefly.

Noted murde-

ly Text.

Of Homicides , theſe amongſt others are named inthe Scriptures ; Cain,

rersin the ho- Simeon and Levi , Abimelech, Doeg theEdomite, Ioab, Baanah and Rechab,

who flew Ifbbofeth the fonne of Saul , who looking for a reward , David

commanded hisyoung men, and they Дewthem, and cut offtheir hands and

feet, andhanged them up over the poble in Hebron, &c. In King David

himselfe , whowrote thus in his letter , Put you Vriah in the fore-front of

the ſtrength ofthe battaile, and recoile ye backe from him , that hee may

be fmitten and die. Abfalom in killing his brother Ammon. Athalias the

fervants ofloafh King ofIudah, who flewhim in the houſe of Millo, with in-

finite others ; whoas they were inhumane intheir practifes , fo weretheir

ends miferable and abortive , even all of them who have not truely re

pented.

But I comenowto Ethnick Hiftories ; and firft ofthem moſt forraigne:

In handling ofwhich, I will giveyou tobegin with a Catalogue offuch as

havebeene moſt cruell. Ptolomeus Pifto one ofthe Kings ofEgypt, cauſed

his ownefonne Memphites (whom he had begot ofhis wife and fifter Cleopa-

tray to be flaine, andthen commanded his head, hands, and feet , to be cut

off,
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off,andto be shut ina curious casket made for the purpoſe, and fent them

unto her as a prefent on his birth-day; and then after, when he perceived

that by his barbarous tyrannyhe was growne odious unto all his fubjects,

thatshe might the betteroppofe the danger , hee caufed a Schoole (where

maft oftheNobilities children, with others , were doctrinated) to be befet

androundenvironed with fwords and fire, and fo fuddenly affaulted them ;

that fomeby ſteele, others by the flame, wereall deftroyed, not one of them

efcaping : But that which hee thought tobe his refuge , proved his ruine.

Forthe peoplewere fo much incenft with this barbarous and bloudy Act,

that with an unanimous. confent they fell upon him , and tore him in

pieces.

The like (if not greatercruelty) was practifed byawoman , one Cycenis

the daughter of Diogerides , Kingof Thrace, whogreatly delighted tobehold

living men cut in the middle, and invite parents to feaft with their owne

murderedchildren,cookt and dreft feverallwayes ; but the was after depo-

fed from her principality and none of her former fubjects relieving her,

(fohatefull wereher inhumanities); fhe was famifht to death, and died of

hunger ay or vod yout

- [Thus Artaxerxes cauſedherwho was hiswife and mother in law, (for his

marriage was incestuous ) to have her head parted from her fhoulders ,

though nothing worthy death could be alleadged against her ; nor did his

tyranny, end there , for after his father had refigned the Kingdome to his

charge, like an unnaturall paracide, he caufed him, with anhundred of his

children , Nephewes and Kinfmen , to be cruelly murdered : nor did hee

efcape unpunished, for the Kingdome tyred with his infolencies , and the

World wearywith his horrible murders , made him in his death remark-

ables for as fome write,he diedbythe ftroake oflightening.

Vitoldus,PrinceofLituania,ftudied divers forts oftortures and torments

for men, uponany fleight, caufe condemned to death, one ofwhich,was, he

wouldcommand them to be fewed in Beares skinnes, and then made it his

fport tobehold them torne in pieces with fierce Maftiffes : Moreover in

all his warlike expeditions, hee had alwayes a fteele bow ready bent , and

what fouldier foever but ftept out of his ranke , hee inftantly ftrooke him

dead with an arrow, gloryingtohimselfe that hewas fo good a marks-man:

But after thefe, and infinite other cruelties , hee that delighted to fee men

die like Beares, was himselfein the end torne in pieces withwilde Wolfes,

being paid in the like (though not in the fame coyne) which hee lent to

others . Lyhdy

3

Suitingtowhich is that ftory ofPerillus, whohearing that Phalaris the

Tyrant over the Agrigentines, was muchdelighted in the feverall wayes of

tormenting men and prefuming that nothingcould better comply with

his cruelty,then to prefenthim withfome rare and unheard of machineto

that purpoſe, he devised and forged by his Art a brazen Bull, to open onthe

one fide,and fhut againe at pleafure swhichbeing brought to Phalaris, he de

manded ofhim the ufe forwhich it was made ? who answered him again,he

had forged it to punish offendors ofhigh nature;for (faith he) let the naked

body be put in at this doore, and then an hot fire made under it, the perfon

tormentedwill not utter the voyce of a man, toputa relenting commifera-

tion uponyou, but the found will appeare like the bellowing of a Bull, to

make it the leffe terrible , which Phallaris hearing andgrieving in his am-

bitious

1
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bitious evill, that any fhould offer to out -doe him inhis cruelty : Hetold

the workeman that he acceptedofhis gift , but commandedwithall that be

hould make proofe of his owneworke, which was inftantly done ; and he

moft miferably tormented in his owne engine for who more fit to tafte

oftortures,then they that have the inhumanity to deviſe them ? and they

byGods Juftice meritedly fuffer themſelves what they devife for others :

of which Ovid fpeakes thus.

Ipfe Perillao Phalaris permifit in are,

Edere mugitus, & bovis orequeri.

The purpoſe this.

All that theWorkeman by his Art didgaine,

He in his ownebraffe bellowed out his paine. "

Amongstthefe bloudy minded men let me give you a taste offomeno

leffe cruell women : Parifatis the mother of Cyrus Iunior , not content

with inflicting ordinary and common torments upon thebodies of men ,

devifed with her felfe a new and unheard ofway , how to put mento a

lingringdeath, by puttingwormes unto them being alive , and fotobelde-

voured. And Irene the Empreffe and wife of Leo the fourth , caufed her

owne fonne Conftantinus Sextus , firſt to be caft in prifon , next to have his

eyes torne out ofhis head,and laftly to die in a dungeon. Fulviathewifeof

Antony,oneofthe Triumvirat,after her husband had caufed the head ofMar→

cus Cicero to be cut off , he commanded it to be brought hometohim, and

plac't upon his Tables and whenhehad for a whole dayglutted his revenge

full eyes with the fight thereof, he fent it tohis wife Fulvia; who nofoo-

ner faw it, but (as if it had ftill enjoyedthe fence ofhearing) rail'd upon it

with many bitter and defpightfull words ; and having tyred herfelfe with

maledictions and womanish taunts , ſhe tookethe head into her lap, and

calling for a knife, the with her owne cruell hands cut out the tongue,(once

the pride and glory ofEloquence) and withthe pinnes from the tyre ofher

head, prickt it full of holes, as ifit had ftill beene fenfible of paine, till ſhe

hadfully fated herfpleene and cruelty.

TomyrisQueene of the Scythians, after fhe had taken Cyrus KingofPer-

fia in battaile, when hewas brought untoher prefence, the first cauſed a

great and large Tombetobe filled with the bloud ofhis flaine fubjects, and

then commanded his head to be cut offand caft therein ; whichdone, the

tauntingly faid , NowCyrus drinke bloudenough in thy death,which inthy

life timethou haft fo much thirſted after.

Dirce a Thebanwoman , when the underſtood that her husband Lytās

was inamoredofAntiope the daughter of Nucleus ; in her peftilent jealouſie

The caufed the Virgine tobe furpriſed, and being in her power, the com-

manded her to be firft bound untothe head ofa wilde Bull, and then made

firetobe faftened to his hornes ; bywhichhe beingthe more inraged , ran

madlythrough woods, andover rocks, untill her body was miferably torne

in pieces.

160

Alike (ifnot more bloudy minded) was Amaftris the wifeofKermes,who

jealous ofthe wife of Mafifta , prefident over the Bactrians , in his abfence

moft cruelly butchered her; caufing firft both her breaſts to bee cut off,

which thecaft to the doggesto beeaten ; then her nofe, eares, lippes, and

tongue,
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tongue to be throwne into the fire and all theſe tornients the endured be-

ingyet alive. holowe AL.

Progne the daughter of Pandion King ofAthens , having by her husband

·Terenus KingofThrace, a fweet young Prince called it , becauſe her huf-

band had ravished her fifter Philomel, and cut out her tongue becauſe ſhee

fhould not reveale the inceftious A&t : ofthis having notice, the in an un-

worthy revenge
flew her fonne, whom the King much loved; and having

cookt his limbes with fundry fawces, the fet them before his father, who

eatethereof: and after, becauſe he fhould be fenfible ofwhat he had done,

in the last courfe the ferved in his
head.sory

Tulliathewife of Tarquinus, firnamed Superbus,the proud, and daughter

toServins, then King of the Romans , when her father was byher confent

-flaine in the Capitoll, and his body throwne in the ſtreets the riding that

way in her Chariot, when the horfes ftopt their courſe, and the driver ſtood

amazed , the compelled him to drive over her fathers body , with whofe

bloud and braines her coach-wheeles were ftained : yet was thee fo farre

from being daunted, that ſhe was faidto rejoyce highly in the Act . Yet

forthis accident, fo hatefull it fhewed to all the multitude , that the very

ftreetwhere this wasdone is called Vicus fceleratus, the impious or wicked

ftreet, even to this day.

Nowifany fhall taxe mypromife in the title of this worke , and fay,

True it is, that theſewere very bloudy and cruellwomen , and their horrid

Acts worthybothto be condemned, and hatedof all people what foever

but where are the Judgements , or what were the punishments inflicted

uponthem ? I anfwer ; It is not to be doubtedbut all , or moſt oftheſe,

fuffered bythe heavy hand ofGod in this life, andthat
remarkably: how-

foever, the ancient
Remembrancers and

Chronologers of thofe times for-

got to leave the manner and particular
circumstances of their ends, in that

togive theWorlda more full fatisfaction . But howfoever , of this I am

affured, that no greater Judgement can be impoſed upon any man- ſlayer or

murderer, than to have his, or her name, branded to 11 pofterity . Their

actions , as theywere prodigious , fo their very memories are to be made

hatefull, and abhorrid ofall.

Caligula the Roman Emperour , when his
Grandmother , Antonia was

dead, and her much lamented body being brought to the funerall pile , he

would not ſo much as grace it with his prefence ; but all the time of the

Ceremony,was fportingwith hisJefters and Buffoons in a fummer Parlor :

He flew his brother Fiberius, and ufed his wives father with all contempt

and contumelies : He ftuprated all his fifters ; and which is worse,( ifworke

might be) hee after made them proftitutes ' to his Ruffians and Villaines .

Ptolomaus thefonne ofTaba , hisCoadjutors in theEmpire, neare
Kinfman

, and Macro and Euma his

نار

for theirgood and faithfull fervice

to be put to death : Hecommanded a Queftor in Rome (becauſe his name

fervice he caufed

was given up in a Conjuration) to bee ftript naked and openly fcourged.

Many of worthy birth and condition (for crimes devifed , not proved a

gainst them) to branded with hot irons , or otherwife marked and maimed:

Some he confin'd to the mending ofhigh-wayes ; others, to labour and dig

in mynes ; and others he impriſoned like bruit beafts in Grates and Cages:

fone hee caufed to be fawed in pieces in the middle , and that for a ſmall

fault, or none. When he punifht the fonnes or the daughters , he ufually

Ddd
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fent for the parents to bee fpectators ofthe torment ; and when a father

upon a time would have excufed himselfe bythe meffenger , that hee was

grievously ficke and could not come; hee fent a bed to his houſe , and

had him brought thereon. Becauſe a Comick Poetufed in his Sceane one

doubtfull verlicle , which by a double conftruction might beewrefted to

trench uponthe Emperours perfon; he commandedhimto be burnt upon

the very ſtage on which the Drammawas acted. When hee had fentenc't a

Roman Knight tobe torneby wilde beaſts, becauſe the condemned perfon

proclaimed his innocence, he first commanded his tongue to be cut out, and

thenfent him preſently to be devoured. Having called a Noblemanfrom

Exile, when after his returnehe came into his prefence, the Emperour de-

manded ofhim,Whathe andthe reft did all the time oftheir banishment?

who thinkingto flatter with him, and infinuate into his favour ; made an-

fwer, Wecontinually prayed that your brother Tiberius might die , and

your facred felfe furvive and raigne long over us : at whichwords, a fudden

fanfie tooke him, that all theſe which remained in Exile, defired his death;

and therefore hee fent in all hafte to have them fuddenly diſpatched out of

their lives : Befides his facinorous workes,he used words, fierce, hafty, and

favouring of all inhumanity ; among others this phrafe was often in his

mouth, Allthings against all men are to melawfall. When certaine Gauls

and Grecians were together put todeath , bee boafted openly, as of a great

conqueft , faying, He had conquered Gallogracia. Thosewhom hetortured

bydegree, ftill as they fainted hee wouldhave them comforted with hot

drinkes, to makethem longer endure their paine ; giving alwayes a charge

to the tormentors in thefewords , Haveyee a care tomake themfenfible that

they mustdie. Hewould alfooften bragge of that fentence ofthe Tragicall

Poet, Oderunt dum metuunt; Theyhate whileft they fear. He often wished

that all the people ofRomehadbut one neck, that at one blow with an axe

hee might cut it afunder. Hee would often grieve and complaine ofthofe

times wherein hee lived , becauſe they werenot made notorious , byfome

great affliction and dire calamity or other,wishingthe flaughter ofArmies,

famine, peftilence, combuftions in the Empire , fwallowing ofCities by

earthquakes ; and whatfoever all good mendefired of the gods might not

chance, but be removed fromthem: all thefe mifchiefes and miferies hee

wifht mightbe inflictedon them, not excepting the fecurity ofhis owne

perfon. Being at Puteoli at a folemne annuall dedication madetothe Sea,

where a multitude ofpeoplewereaffembled ;he calledandbeckoned a great

company ofmen, women, and children, to cometo that part of the fhore

where he was feated ; whichhaving done , he commanded the fouldiers of

his guardto precipitatethem into the water ; andthoſe who catcht hold of

anything to favethemſelves from drowning , theywith theirſpeares and

javelins puſht from all fafety, fo that they all perifhttogether. At a pub-

like banquet , becauſe a fervant that waited miftooke the taking away ofa

platetrencher,he preſently delivered him to the Hangmanto have his hands

cut off, andthenthe plate to be hanged about his neck, and to rest uponhis

bofome : then a fcroule in large letters to be pafted thereon, where was in

fcribed his fault and caufe ofpuniſhment ; and inthat manner to be ledas a

fpectacle to all the Feafters. Hee contracted a combat with a valiant and

ſtrong man,who ſtooping tohis mercy, (as was before agreed betwixtthem)

he tooke the advantage, fell upon him and flew him. I am tyred withthe

recitall
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recitall of his manytyrannies, thefe being but part of them, onwhich I

have dwelt the longer, becaufein the fubfequent examples, I purpoſe tobe

more compendious, and endhim withhis death and lafting ignominy, who

was flainbya Tribunecomming fromthe Theatre, his wife after him, and

his daughter crushed to death againſt a wall.

Avidius Caßius a barbarous and bloudy fellow, the Romans called a

fecond Cateline, becauſe hewas fo covetous and thirfty afterbloud, forbe-

fides manypublike flaughters and private murders, ftrivingto imitate Pe-

Tillus, he invented an engine of torture never heard, or Ithinke, fcarce

heardof before, for he caufed abeame or pole (betwixt fourfcoure andan

hundred foot in length) to be fixed in the earth, towhich fromthetopto

thebottomethereof he caufed the living Bodies of men tobe faftened, and

a fire of wet billets and danke reedes and ftraw to be put underthem, till

fomewiththe flame confumed, others withthe fmoake fuffocated, all pe-

rifhed together, withwhich manner of torture (borrowed from his prefi-

dent) intheten Perfecutions was uſed uponthe Chriftians ; buthe escaped

not a notorious judgement, dying (as fome have reported) a ſtrange and

remarkable death ; for, fitting at dinner when an extrordinary feaft was

ferved, whileft his hand was inthe diſh, and themeat between his fingers,

onehired to that purpoſe, ( ftanding or waiting behinde him ) with his

fword at one blow ftrook off his head ; and thus heperishedwithout any

remorfe or penitence in himfelfe , or any commiferation orpityfrom

others.

<

Though I have fpoken of Domitius Nero, andwithall the judgement in

his death, yethear but megive ye abrief relation of his inimitable butche-

ries, andexecrable murders, with actions every way as prodigious. He

was the fon of Domitius Anobarbus and . Agrippina, who flew his mother.

He first married Octavia, and then Sabina Peppaa, firft commandingtheir

husbands to be flain, andwas the caufe of boththeir deaths after, forafter

in his implacable fury he had killed Poppaa (being at that timebigwith

childe)witha fpurneupon herwombe, bywhich the perished with her in-

fant, becauſe Antonia the daughter of Claudius ( fearingthe like) refufedto

marrywith him, he commandedher to be put to death. He perfecuted the

Church, and under his Tyranny, Saint Peter and Saint Paulboth fuffered

Martyrdom . AulusPlancius a beautifullyoungRoman,after he had violently

and against hiswill ftuprated, he put to death Rufus Crifpinus his ſtep - ſon

bythe marriage of Poppaa, a beardleffe youth,in ragehe made to be drown-

ed. Many freed menwhenthey came to the eftate of riches he cut off by

the fword. He pulled out the eyes of Caßius Longinus an excellent Lawyer

or Orator, and never made known the caufe of his offence. To Paliphagus,

byNation an Egyptian, whowas accuſtomed to eat raw flesh, he gave li-

vingmento bedevoured : thefe are but a partof his barbarous inhumani-

ties, who not throughly fated with theblood of men, fought to exercife his

hateupon Rome his own City, byfetting a great partof it on fire, his excufe

Beingthe deformitythereof, whichincendiary hebeheld from the Mecena-

tian Tower, glorying in the flames thereof, beingfo far from commanding

the fire to be extinguifhed , that he fuffered not any man to enter into

his own houſeto fave any part ofhis Goods ; and yet how mercifullwas

God in his judgement, to punish this Tyrant with one miferable death,

who had indeed deferved more than a thoufand.
bas
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Creona Tyrant ofThebes,befides many other cruelties,inwhichheexpreft

a moſt beſtialland unmercifull nature, denied Buriall to all the dead Bodies

of his Enemies flain in Battell with others of his own Subjects who had

any way offended him, whom Thefem after flew in a conflict, and ferved

him with the fame fauce, forbidding his dead carcafe tobe inhumed or fe-

pulcred, but thrown out in the fields , for thebrute beaſts to feed, and the

fowlesof theair to prey on.

Antonius Commodus one of the Roman Emperours, had fo troubled the

Empirewithgladiatory flaughters, that the people in contempt gave him

the denomination of Gladiator or Fencer. He (as Lampridius witneffeth)

whenhefaw anyman weak or unferviceable by reafon of fome difeafe in

his feet,would shoot him with arrowes to death, having a ſtrong ſteel Bowe

made for that purpoſe. Thebraines of others he uſedtobeat out of their

heads with clubs, and boafted that therein he imitated Hercules to that pur-

pofe puttingon a Lions skin. He was alfo fo irriligious andfuch a con-

temner ofthe gods,that offerings and facrifice at the altars hewould mingle

withthebloodand fleth of men, and if any manfhewed either a fmilingor

fupercilious brow at what he did, (both were alike) him he commandedto

be caft to the Lions and other wilde beafts to be devoured. One ofhis fer-

vantsbeingcommanded to reade unto himthe tyrannous Raigneof Caligu

la, with the manner of his death, as it was fet down in Suetonius Tranquillus,

becauſe it difpleafedhim as fomewhat reflecting on his perfon, hecom-

manded to be caft to the Lions. If any man in his own hearingorbythe

informationof other, faid he muft die, hewas precipitated from a rocke,

or fomeotherhigh place, andhis body crushed to pieces : he delighted to

feethe bellies of fat men ript up, and how fuddenly their guts andentrals

would tumbletothe ground. Butthe people after fo great fufferings, now

at lengthtired with his inhumanities, in the very height of his infolencies,

when he leaft dreamedof anyfuch difafter, caufedhim tobe flain ; which

though a violent death, yet in all mens judgements may appear fomewhat

too milde forhis merit, but the great Judge of all, fometime mitigatesthe

puniſhments offuch grand malefactours here,to make theirtorments more

great and perdurable in the worldto come.

Thenext I prefent to your view is Caius Marius the Roman, whoashe

was of great powerandpotency inRome, fo his pride was boundleffe and

unmeaſured,but his inhumanity far exceeding them both,for after his exile,

when he had again emptied the City of all thofe whom hefufpectedto

havebut the leaft finger in his confinement, by the affiftance of Cinna

Carboand Sertorius he prefently fell upon the flaughters of the Princes and

Senatours, which was fo violent that the channels overflowed with the

blood ofthe flain Nobility. He took away the head from Octavins the

Conful,and caufedthat of Octavius a confular Senator tobebrought and fet

upon his table, taunting and deriding him even after death. Cafar and Fim-

briatwo of the moſt eminent inthe City he commanded tobe murdered in

their ownhouſes, breaking them violently open inthenight, and killing

them in theirbeds : the two Craft the father and the fon he flewonein

the fight of the other (themore to aggravate their forrow intheir alternate

indulgence.) Bebius and Numitorius he commanded to be draggedthrough

the Forum by the common hangmans clutches, but Catalus Lactutiusby,

fwallowing fireended his life, and efcaped his greater cruelty. Archarius

and
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and Flamen Dialis a prieft, whofe office was facred and ingreat reverence

amongst theRomans, he commanded to bethroughpierced with fwords.

All whichexamples ofTyrannyhecommitted from the Kalends of Janua-

ry,to the Ides of thefamemoneth,but what heavy judgements God laid up-

onhim, you fhall next hear in the relationupon Sylla..

Which LuciusSyllamade adeluge and overflux ofblood through Rome

and allItaly: four legions of the contrary factionof Mariusbeingfurpri-

fed and imploring his mercyhe commanded inftantly to be cut in pieces :

the Preftines who had received and entertained Marius junior into their

City, afterthey had yeelded themſelves unto hismercy,he putthem out of

the City, commanding Patilius Cethegus to killthem everyman without

thewals, andtheirbodies tobe left in open fields without buriall, in which

inhumanity perifhed at once five thousand men 3 four thousandand 700

flainbyftrength of his bloodyEdict of profcription,he caufed their names

to be registred inthe publike tables, left the memory of that facinorous

act mightbeburied in oblivion : and notfatinghimfelfe with the ftrage of

men, his tyrannyufurpeduponwomen, not fparing matron or virgin, but

he commandedtheir heads (beingcut off yto be brought unto him, that he

might therebythe better glut his favage indignation, andimplacablefury.

Marcus Marius the Prætor he deprived not of his life before his eyes were

pulled out of his head, and after caufed all the bones in his bodytobe bro-

ken. Marcus Pletorius becaufe being fent to kill his enemy Caius Marius,he

was daunted at his brave afpect and honourable prefence, andtherefore left

the fatall act unperformed, hecommandedhim inftantly tobe flain. Nor

did his malitious rankor and hateend inthedeath of Marias, for command-

inghis body to be burnt, he fprinkled and threw his afhes into the river

Anien: after all which andmanymore his bloody executions he was strook

bythe hand of Godwith the lowfiedifeafe, fo that his livingbody crawled

withvermin, in fo much that before his death his houthold fervants were

almoft ftifledwiththe ftenchof his carcafe : fuch or the likeare theterri-

blejudgements of God, againſt theſe proud Nimrods, mighty Giants and

great hunters of the earth, today in their pride and pontificalibus, glory-

ing intheir oppreffions and perfecutions, and to morrow worse thanany

carrion of beaft ftinking in the grave, their memories being as hatefullto

the hearing,as their corrupt putrefaction tothe fmell.

I havehithertofpoken of cruell andbloody Tyrants, let me treat a little

of IreorWrath it felf, for they are finonima's fince all there are but

fiensgrowingfromthat ſtocke. Angerand power meeting inone breaft are

more violent than anythunderbolt: wrath and revengetake from man the

mercyof God, deftroyingand quenchingthat Gracewhich he hathbefore-

timegiven. Anger confifleth in habit and difpofition, but Ire and Wrath

indeed and effect. Haftyand froward fpeeches beget Anger, Angerbeing

kindled,begetsWrath, Wrathfeekethgreedily after Revenge , and Revenge

is neverfatisfiedwithout blood,whichblood is never fhed withoutjuftven-

geance from Heaven, as may be made apparantbymany pregnant exam-

ple's.

For inftance, Clotarius fmothering in his breaft the feeds of rankor and

malice forthefpace of ten yeares againſt Galterus Rhothomanges , when that

moft holyday caldtheParafceve, inwhichour bleffedSaviour fuffered death

for all mankind,flewhim as hewas at his devotion uponhis knees inanholy
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Chappell in Paris , (for fothe French Chronicles report) who for that hor-

rid act was after fearfully puniſhed in himfelfe and his iffue . The like hath

oftenhappened in the Temples of Italy, betwixt that imbeſtuous faction

of theGuelfsand the Gibbelines,who made no confcience of perfon or place,

but in thetime of divine Service have piftolled oneanother in their pewes,

asthey were kneelingat their prayers, when the Church hath been full of

drawnfwords, tothedifturbing of the whole Congregation, makingno

more reverence ofthe place than a flaughter-houſe or ſhambles ; upon

whofebutcheries God inflicted fuch vengeance, that the one party quite de-

ftroyed theother, till theywere mutually cut off, and utterly extinguished .

Such is theirreligious boldneffe offome,that I heard a Scotishman ofnote

(foon after Kinglamescame intothe Land) fpeak in the companyofprime

Gentlemenafter this manner, Such aone killedmybrother, and I could

not meethim inſeven yeares after, but at length efpying him in the Church

ona Sabbath-day, my fury could not contain it felfe, but even where he

fate Ifhot him withmy piftoll andflewhim, andthe arrant puritans (faith

he) would have excomunicate
d
me for nothing elfe but for killinghimwho

had before killedmy brother, But though men make flite of thefe atheiſti-

call and facrilegious butcheries, that God who made man after his own

Image, and all menof one and the felfefame earth and clay, will not let

them efcape his fearfull and terrible judgements.

Neither havethe holy Fathers the Popes been altogether free of this fin

of Ireandimplacabilit
y, for wereade in their own Chronicles, that upon

the day whenthe Sacra Cineritia were celebrated, that was upon Aſh-wedneſ

day, inwhich is ufedgreat folemnity, whenthe great Presbiters andCardi-

nals accordingtothe cuſtomecame tokneelito Pope Boniface, to receive the

afhes, hetookthe aſhes andveffell in which they werecontained, andin

great rage flungthem in the face of Procheins Archbishop of Genoa, with

whom hewas at oddes, and hated him exceedingly, and changing his words

of exhortation andbenediction, he violently brake out into this language,

Remember,Othou man that thou art of the faction of the Gebelines, and

withthofeGibelines thou shalt die forhewasof that party, andenemyto

the Guelfs , whom the Pope favoured. Stephanus Sextus,becauſe Formofus

upon his death-bedwould not fet his hand to his election, (whowas Pope

before him) whenhe came tobe inftated in the Papacy, he commandedhim

tobeplucked out of his fepulcher, andburied in the Church-yard, caufing

his fingers first to be cut off, andfobafely diſmembre
d him beingdead, for

refufing to fubfcribe forhim being alive. Withthe like malevolent hatred

alfo did Sergius the third profecute the fame Formofas, who again com-

mandedhisbodyto be taken out of the ſecond Grave, and brought it into

the Forum or publike Rialto, when the headwas cut from the body, and caſt

intothe river Tiber, andthishedid to infinuate into the favour of Lothari-

us King of France, to whom Fermofus livingwas in great oppofition. Di-

vers other examples of the like malitious nature I could extract, out of

their Annals, and thoſe remembrancer
s who have writ the lives of the

Popes, which for brevity fake I omit, but am confident withall, thattheſe

evilpreſidents from the Clergy (whofe light .fhould fhine to others) have

been a great encourageme
nt to the Laity to offend in the like, whoforthe

moft part paterne their actions, bethey good or evill,by theirteachers and

mftructers.
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Mahometes Otomanus the Grand Seignior miffing but two Gucumers

out of his Garden in his returne home, (after folacinghimfelfe abroad) he

in his rage flew two of his Catamiteswith his own hands,beingyoungboyes

of choicefeature and beauty. And Commoduswas of that fiery indignation,

thatwhenhe came into the Bath towash himfelfe, and found it fomewhat

more hot than uſuall, hecommanded the Bath-keeper tobe thrown into the

fornace, and there burntto afhes. And Quintus Metellus wasof fuchatefty

and cholericke difpofition, that having lived fomeyeares as Conful, and

Proconfull inSpain, when he heard by the decree of the Senateof Rome,

Pompeiuswhomhe much hatedwas to fucceedhim inhiscommand and fo

veraignty, his angergrew foviolent thathediminiſhed his army, and made

all the Magazine of Grain andprovifion of victualla ſpoil andpreytothe

fouldiers, he caufed all the Bowes and Arrowes inthe Army to be broken

and knapt aſunder,forbidding the Horfes and Elephants tohave their ordi-

nary and cuſtomed food and fare, not leaving hun at his arrivall any one

thing of any moment wherewithhe might, fuccour or relieveor relieve either him-

felfe or his Army. Promerus a domeſticke ſervant of Archelaus King of

Macedonia, withfuch an inteftine hatred perfecated Euripides, that one

night he watched him whenhecamelate from fupper with the King, and in

the way let loofe fierce Maftiffes uponhim, bywhichhewas moſt miferat

bly torne to pieces . Suchalfowas the grounded and inveteratehate of the

unanimous people of Rome to Heliogabolus, that being dead they caft his

martyredbody into thecommonjakes of the City withhis mother Semile,

and after flungthem into the river Tiber, making alfo an Edict, that his

ftatues before erected fhould be demolished, and hisvery name tobe raced

out of all the monuments ofthe City, willing (if it had been poffible)

quite to have extirped his memory. They likewife when the Emperour

Michael Paleologus was dead, denyed unto his body any place for Buriall.

MartiusSabinus much troubled and infenced that Hostilius was by the fuf-

ferage of the people preferred untothe Crown and Kingdom, towhichbe

had before afpired, when he faw his malice could not vent it felfe againſt

his competitor, not able to fuppreffe his implacableindignation, and not

knowingany nicanes to embrew his hands in the blood of his adverfary, he

could not contain himselfe,but thed his own, and,fallingupon his fword

defperately flew himfelfe.. jodi mogu¿moji flengra . Quillet noun lib

Full of cruelty, (and favouring no humanity at all) was that wrathand

fury of SeptimusSeverus , whohavingovercome Clodius Sabinus in battail,

and utterly defeated his Army, himfelfe being taken, prifoner, be com-

manded that he ſhould be tranfpiercedwith a ſword and flain; but not con-

tent with this,he caufed his wounded body to be ftripped naked, and laid

before his Palace as a publike fpectacleto all men, fothat himselfe might

take a full view thereof from the profpest of hiswindow: yet couldnot all

this fatisfiehis malitions cruelty, but further hecommanded a wilde and

untamed jenner to be brought forth, to trample andtreaduponhis face,

breaft, belly, and the other parts of his body, untill , all his bones were

bruiſed and broken in his skin, andhedisfigured all over.Nor ended hisfu-

ry here,forhewould not fuffer hisbody (thus mangledandmartyred)tobe

takenthence, till the french thereof grew fo,noyfome to the place th
that it

could be indured no longer; and then laftly, as a clofeto the reft, he gave

leave that it ſhould becast into the river. This and the likeprove the old

2
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adage tobe true, Homo homini lupus, one man is a wolfe toanother : but I

thinke fuch fire-hearted and pouder-brained men are worſe, for no brute

beaftwill preyupon its like, the Lion will not tyrannize over the Lion,

the Bear fall uponthe Bear, northe WolfeontheWolfe, onelyManwhois

fenfible and indowed with reafon,willnot fpare his ownfimilitudeand like-

neffe.

I have read in Solinus an approved Authour, of a ſtrange fowle or bird

bodied like a Gryphin, and equallto it in bigneffe, onelybearing the faceof

aman; this ravenous Harpy (for no moreproper appellation I can beftow

upon it ) above all other Creatures defirestomakehis preyuponhumane

flesh, andwhenhehathflain any man and glutted himselfewith his dead

carcafe, his ufe is togoto drinke at the next river, inwhich he no fooner

fpies hisown face, but prefently a relenting and repentancecommeth up-

onhim, forrowingto have been the death of a Creature of his own afpect

and countenance, which taketh in him fuch a fenfible and deep impreffion,

that after that timehewil never taftethe leaft food or fuftenance,puniſhing

his unnaturall act withonethe moft terribleft deaths that can be invented,

Famine. Iftheſe royſters , cutters , and fwashbucklers , thofe bloody

minded Canibals (forthey are no better intheirbrutifh condition) would

butmake this Bird their Embleme, and confider with themſelveswhat

forrowandrepentance with a remorfe of confcience waites at the heeles of

every flaughter and murder committed, they would not be foforwardto

givethe lye, ftrike, ftab, nor ( that which in feeming of all thoſe Fowle

ones appeares tothe outwardview the faireft) befo ready to fend or enter-

tain challenges, or meetings in fingle combats and duels, notbeforecon-

frdering, that hewho falsbythe others fword in his rage, ( andtherefore

without charity) there is great doubtof his falvation, andthe conquerour

muftdearly anſwer for his loft foul. Befides, if heescapethe juftice ofthe

Law, theworme of confcience fhall never leave him, but continue him in

perdurable torment.

Andnowto fuch murders arisingfrom wrath,their ftrangediſcovery and

judgement. In the Raigne of Christierne the fecond King of Denmarke,

whenfometwelve of his prime Courtiers were making merry in a parlor,

andamongst them onewhowas Poft mafter totheKing, it happened that

diffention falling amongst them, upon the fuddain all thelights (in the tu-

mult) were putout, andone amongst them flainwitha poniard, but lights

at lengthbrought in, and the Body found murdered and breathleffe, the

King defiredtohave account for his dead fubject, theNobles lay all the

guilt uponthis Poftmafter, butthe Kingwithwhom hewas then gracious,

thought it tobedone of malice, and perfwaded himselfethat he was inno-

cent of the act : theyon the contrary alledge that he was the cauſe of that

meeting, that therehadbeen aformer grudge and malice betwixtthem, and

moreover, that when the lights were brought in hewas foundnexttothe

dead Body, fothat they defired the Bodyto be laid upon atable, and every

one finglyto lay his hand upon the naked breaft of the perfon murdered,

with a deep proteftation,that theywere innocent ofthe actswhich was done

inthe Kingsprefence, andtheycame all by courſeaccordingtothe manner

propofed,but in the Body was found no change or alteration at all; atlaft

cametheCurfor or Poftmafter,and firftembracing his feet, and withmany

teares kiffedthem, thinkingbythat meanes, if it were poffible, topacific

his
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his juft incenfed fpirit , and at length comming to lay his hand upon the

breaft ofthe dead body, a double flux of bloud iffued from his wounds and

noftrils, andthat in great abundance ; bywhich finding himſelfe convicted,

he confeffed his malitious act, and by the Kingwas committed to the com-

mon Executioner. This story the Lord Henricus Ranzovius, Vicar gene-

rall tothe King ofDenmarke, in all his Dukedomes a man illuſtrious in

Nobility and Learning , relates in his Refponfory to the Confulatory of

David Chitraus

Anotherfuitingto this I finde related by Doctor Othe Melander, in his

Locoferni ; who fpeaks of a man, who through rankor and hatred had watch-

ed his neighbour till he had found meanes by meetinghim in the thickets

and woods , ( a place convenient for fuch a mifchiefe) to lay violent hands

uponhim, and murderhim; and after efcaped without the leaft fufpition

of the fact : but the body being after brought to the Itzehobenfian Senate,

they gave command that one of the hands fhould be cut off, and hanged up

overthedining-table in the common Jayle or Prifon. It happened that the

malefactor being fome ten yeares after committed upon fomedelinquency,

(ofno great matter or moment) that he was brought into the fame roome,

and by accident when hee fate downe to meate , plac't juft under the hand,

which though it had beene withered and dryed for fo many yeares , bled

freſhly , and dropt upon his trencher ; at which all being amazed , the

Gaoler went ftraight to informethe Senate , who fent to examine him, and

he being convinced in confcience by that divine prodigy , foone acknow-

ledged himfelfe guilty ; for which hewas committed to the charge ofthe

Executioner, and according to the custome of thofe Countries , broken

upon
the wheele.

In the Dioceffe of one of the Dukedomes of Saxony , commonly called

Gerftenauta , there lived in one Village a Shepheard and a Ruftick orHuf-

bandman, who were ofthat antipathy in condition, that above all meaſure

they hated one another ; and though neighbours and friends on both fides

had appointed fundry meetings , to mitigate and reconcile this inveterate

malice, yet they found it unpoffible to bedone, and foleft them to their

giddyand haire-brain'dfury ; which gave themnowthe more ſcope and li-

berty to infidiate one another , yet neither ofthem durſt attempt their

wort of indignation, as fearing thedanger of the Law: "Yet they ceafed

not back-biting, flandering, railing , calumniating openly, befides private

whispering andmurmuring, ( infomuch as in them lay) to take away each

others reputation and good fame: and moreover, to devife and feeke out

bywhat meanes theymightdammage one another intheir goods, chattels,

or any other part of their eftate, which grew to fuch unfufferable height,

that neither of them able to indure their mutuall incumbrances and detri-

ments, fecretly agreed together to make an end of all in fingle fight ; for

whichtheyboth prepared themfelves against theday appointed : The Huf

bandman provides himfelfe of a good forreft bill, with fomeother ſhorter

weapons, as a ponyardor adagger, tofpeed his enemy if they should hap

pentoclofe in the encounter: The other caufeth a fheephooketobe made

of a ftrong afhen plant, inthebottome a pike of three inches long, fharpe

ned like the point ofa needle, and to skrew inandout at pleaſure the head

thereof(though fashioned like a hooke) was ofmaffy fteele, yet made with

the like skrew; andbeingtaken off, there was another pike offix or feaven
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inches long, infomuch that the Smith who had the charge of forging the

materials, greatly wondered for what ufe it was : Before the day of com-

bate came , newes was brought to the other ofthis dreadfull weapon,

which put him into a great affright, as doubtingthe fucceffe ofthe conflict ;

but though his courage failed him , yet the canker ofhis malice ftill conti

nued; and fearing open hoftility, he began to fly to ftratagems, and fo de-

vilifhly ordered the matter, that in the filence ofthenight, when the other

was faft fleeping, hebroke into his Cottage and murdered him in his bed ;

which done, providinghim at home offuch things as were neceffary, he be-

tooke himto his keeles , and fled into the Province of Heßia : The body

being found, his fuddaine flight might eafily (without contradiction) con-

firmewho was the Homicide, and therefore the Countrey left off farther

inquiry. He now concealeth himfelfe in a private houſe , unfufpected of

any, thinking himfeife fecur'd both from purfuit and puniſhment ; but

Gods Judgements are neareſt when malefactors ( in that heinous kinde)

thinke them to be fartheft off, as fhall appeare by the fubfequence : for

foone tyred with the clofeneffe ofthe houſe , ( as being ſtill uſed to the

fields, and liberty ofthe fresh aire) he one daywalking abroad,happenedto

comewithin the Toyles, where the Illuftrious Prince ofHeffe, Philipthe

firſt ofthat name, was huntingthewilde Boare ; and when the beaft (who

was of an extraordinary magnitude) was in the hotteſt of the chafe , moſt

fiercely pufued bythe dogges, heranne directly against this Homicide, and

goaring him with his tusks ; gave him fundry mortiferous and deadly

wounds, and fo left him as dead in the place : prefently thePrince came

in, and though not knowingthe party , in his great commiferation com-

manded his body ( yet breathing) to be borne to Hirifeldia , the neareft

Towne, and all meanes poffible to be provided for his cure , but all was in

vaine, within two dayeshe died. In which time he confeft all the manner

of his former murder to thofe that were his vifitants ; withall affirming,

that he faw not the fhape of any Boare , but in him the right figure of the

Shepheard, who with his dreadfull fheep-hooke gave him thefe lacerating

andtormentingwounds : which mifprifion of his is worthyyour obferva-

tion, and his Hiſtory is verified by the fore-named Author , Doctor othe

Melander.

4

Youmay reade in the Turkiſh Hiſtory , in the time of Sir Thomas Glo-

vers being there Embaladour, that the fame noble Gentleman entertained

into his family an English man, and madehimone ofhis Domeftick fer-

vants, who was not one whom he brought over out ofEngland , but found

there as a ftranger and travellers whom at his earneft fuit, (what for chari-

ty, andwhat for Countrey- fake) hee admitted into his houfe , imploying

him in fundry affaires , in all which he diligently and carefully demeaned

himfelfe: But it fo happened ,that the Embaffadours fervants being a-

broad recreating themfelves, acompany of the rude and barbarous Turkes

gave them fome affront ; in conclufion , from words they grew to blowes,

and fountohurliburly , in which, bythe hurling ofan unfortunate ftone,

one ofthe Turkes being hit under the eare,died of theblow : The English-

men retire within their priviledge, andthe Turkes threaten to pull downe

the houfe; and to make fpoyle of all that was therein; for bloud (theyfaid)

ask't bloud, and therefore they would have no fatisfaction till the offender

weredelivered into their hands nowthis fervant late entertained was not

in
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in the company, nor out ofhis Lords doores all that day : briefly, because

they faid they knew the man , hee was forc't to cauſe every fervant ofthe

houſe to fhewthemſelves ; they with an unanimous voyce clamour That is

he, That is he who was the man that kept houſethe day ofthe tumult.

His Lordto acquit his innocence, made proteftation ofthe fame, but all to

no purpoſe ; that was the man mark't for their vengeance , and none elfe

they would have ; and fo hurried him awayto prifon to be executed the

nextday but the fame night the Lord Embaffadors Chaplaine came to

comfort him with godly inftructions for his foules health, and the rather

becauſe ofhis knowneinnocence. But to cutoff circumftance , the prifo-

nerfreely confeffed unto him that he had flaine aman inEngland, not in his

ownedefence, but malitioufly, and fled for the murder; where after travel-

lingdivers Countries, he at length came intoTurkie, where he had hoped

tohave fetled himfelfe : Then penetently acknowledging how God in his

juft Judgement had foundhimout inthat remote place, where he thought

tohave outwornehis vengeance. The day after he was the fubject ofthe In-

fidels mercileffe cruelty,whohanged himat theEmbaffadors gate.

Iohannes Pontanus , and Iohannes Budam report a ſtrange difcourfe of a

malicious fervant , whom the Devill had poffeft with his owne diabolicall

inhumanity who taking a virulent fpleene from fome rough ufage by his

mafter, watched his opportunity when he was abfent, and fhut andbarrica

doed all the doores about the houſe ; then hee broke open a chamber upon

his Miftreffe, and whenhehadcontemptuouſlyand defpightfullydemeaned

himfelfe towards her, hee after bound her hand and foot , and fo left ber

grovelinguponthe floore: thenhe tooke three young children (the eldeſt

not feavenyears old) and carried them up tothe battlements, and when he

efpied his mafter comminghome , hecalled to him, and in his fight firft

precipitated one childe, and then another , from the topto the pavement,

where their bodies were miferably dafht and ſhattered to pieces , and held

upthe other in his armes to doe the liketo him ; at whichthe wretched fa-

ther extreamely ftupefied, (forwho can imagine leffe) fell uponhis knees,

and humblybefought thevillaine to fparethe life ofthethird, andhewould

pardonhimforthe deaths ofthe former: towhichthebarbarous homicide

replyed, that therewasbut onewayintheworld forhimto redeeme his life;

the indulgent father with teares and intreaties defired to know what that

waywas? who preſently replyed, that he should with his knife inftantly

cut offhis nofe, for therewas noother ranfome for him: The paffionate fa-

ther who dearely tendered the fafety of his childe,having now noother left,

agrees to the condition, and disfigured and dishonoured his face, according

tothe covenant made betwixt them ; whichwas no fooner done,but the in-

humanebutcher framed a loudand fcornefull laughter; at which, whileſt

the other ſtood amazed, the childe which he ftill held in his armes, he flung

to the reft, and then most defperately caft himſelf after, preventing a worle

deathby torment and fuch was the endofthis Arch-limbe of his father

the Devill, and the fruits ofIre, Anger, Indignation, and Malice..,
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CHAP. IV.

Gods Judgements against Sloath.

Alomon faith of Sloath , Proverbs 19. Verf. 15. Sloath-

fulneffe caufeth tofall aſleepe , and a deceitfall perfonfhall

be affamished. And 28. verf.19. He that tilleth his land

fhall be fatisfied with bread , but hee that followeth the Idle

Shallbefilled withpoverty . Againe, Proverb.6.6. Goe so

the Pifmire, O fluggard, beholdher wayes, and be wife,for

She havingno guide, governour, nor ruler , prepareth her

meate in the fummer, andgathereth her food in harvest . How long wilt thou

fleepe Ofluggard? Whenwilt thou arife out ofthy fleepe ? Tet a little fleepe, a

littleflumber, a little foulding the hands to fleepe : Therefore thy poverty com-

methas one that travelleth by theway, andthy neceßity like an armedman. This

beinga finne generally rather ofomiffion then commiffion ; Examples and

the puniſhments thereof are not fo frequent inthe holy Text; nor other

Ethnick Authors as thofe actuall and in continuall agitation , yet as farre

as Authentick authority will give me leave , I will Itrive to delineate and

expreffe it to the full ; that being ( howfoever fleighted and unminded)

mortiferous and deadly, andtherefore fubject to judgement and condemna

tion, it maybethe more carefully abandoned and avoyded.

Pride, fulneffe of bread, and idleneffe, which is a neglect of that duty

which belongs to God , and a ceffation of that confociety and converfe

which is requifite amongſt men , were part ofthofe finnes which cauſed

Godto raine down fire andbrimstone upon Sodome and
Gomorrah, whofe

lazineffe and floath begot inceft, adultery , and that moſt prepoſterous and

abhominable finne, fince called (from the place) Sodometry. But I defire

firft to annalyfe and diftinguifh ofthe vice , before I proceed to further

préfident,

This fourth head ofthebeaft ofHell, called Accidia or Defidia , hath a

bad root, and fpreadeth into manyevill branches ; for it keepeth from be

ginningwell,and hindereth from ending well. It hinderethgood beginnings'

by fix fundryfinnes : The firft may be called Faintneffe , whichis,when a

mans love, whichought to be zealous and fervent towards his Creator and

Redeemer, is cold, faint, andweake, and therefore made unapt either for

Devotion, or Prayer ; and this commonly happenethwhen he is backward

and averfe to enterpriſe anygood worke of piety or charity. The fecond

maybe titled Tenderneffe , which is the very couch and day-bed on which

the Devill refteth and repofeth himselfe , ftill prompting to the man or

woman ; Thou haft beene ever tenderly and indulgently brought up, not

borneto trouble thy felfe withany toylefome vocation : thou art more-

over ofa weake conftitution, not able to endure paine or labour, much leffe

fafting, or any needfull chaſtifing ofthy body ; that fighing for thy finnes

were hurtfull for thine health, andweeping for thy tranfgreffions would in

time spoyle thine eye fight , with the like malevolent fuggeftions ; which

aptly comply with a fentence of one of the Fathers, Instum eft cum Deo, at

mortensoblivifcaturfui, qui vivus, oblitus eft Dei : Moſtjuſt it is withGod,

て
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that ſuch men ſhould forget him in their death, whowould not remember
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him in their lives. The thirdbranchis Idleneffe, from whence many evils

arife, as witneffeth theholy Text: forwhen the old adverfary ofmankinde

findeth a man idle in his dutytowards hisMaker, he then findeth him im-

ployment in his owne wicked workes : first puttinghim inmindetothink

of evill, and then to act it ; addicting himselfe wholly to villany, ribaldry,

luxury ; to neglect time andopportunity , wherein heemight doe much

good, and make his way towards Heaven Where onthe contrary, doing

much evill, hee prepares his paffage to Hell and eternall damnation: The

fourth beares the title of Dulneffe or Heavineffe, whenwe folely incline out

felves todrowfineffe and fleep; andthen are the adverfary and his minifters

vigilant andwaking , to infidiate us in all our fenfes and the leffe apt he

findes ustothe fervice ofGod, the more plyant and flexible hee makes us

for the workes of Sathan ; andfuch are they,whofor one houres fleepwill

neglectcommingto divine Service, to heare the wordofGodpreached , or

tobe prefent at the adminiſtration of the holy Sacraments The firſt is

Refrectory perverfneffe , that is, whenwelie and fnort in finne, and are fen-

fible and apprehenfive of the temptations ofthe World,the Flesh, and the

Devill; yetwe neither lift up our heads nor hearts to Godbyway ofcon-

trition, nor implore untohimdevoutly by confeffion, nor lift up our hands

unto him, as promifing repentance : like that obftinate and wilfull prifo-

ner, who had rather lie rottingin a ftinking and noyfome dungeon , then

take the paines towalke up the ftaires wherethe doores ftand wide open, to

gaine himselfe his franchife and liberty. The fixt may be ftiled Pufillani-

mity; that is, when we dare not enterprife any pious act (after a good mo-

tion) in adiffidence, that God will not affift us inthe performance thereof,

and this is a foolishdread that fome apprehend from their vaipe dreames,

and mayberefembled to fuchas dare not venture to walke in fuch a path,

because there the fnaile putteth forthhis horness or young children, that

Thun theirway for the hiffing and gaglingofGeefecosof go?

Thefe are the fix impediments that hinder tobegin well there are fix

other quite averfe from ending well. The first is Delay for when God

puttethinto the heart ofman tohavean appetites or purpoſe to doe any

good worke, or to repent him of his old finnes , and prepare himfelfe to

newnefle of life : Then comes the old Tempter and wifpers in his care ;

What needes this early and too forwardbeginning thou art yet inthy

prime andftrength , take the benefit and pleaſures of thy youth it isyet

too foone: Age will come on, and then thou fhalt have leifure, forwhen

the delights of youth forfake thee, thou shalt in thy decrepit eſtate have lit

tle elfe or nothingtodoe: thus dallying and dandling a wretched fouleto

it's eternall deftruction . Moft true it is that God faith, At what time for

ever a finner repenteth himselfe ofhis wickedneffe , he will blot out all his

offences ; but he that made that promife,hath not promifidto give the fin-

ner a time of repentance. After Delay comes Negligence , for whofoever

makethdoubts anddemurres to turneto God , it isno wonderafbedoe it

feignedly, fuperficially, and negligently ; and this is avice generall and a

voyded byfew for alas,how many are to be found that uſe care and dili

gence inperformingtheir bounden duty to God, and executing that charity

in whichwe are obliged towards our neighbour. Thethird is Oblivion and

Forgetfulnere , and confequent it is, thatwhosoever is negligent, muſt needs

Eee be
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beforgetfulls and both theſe hinder us from adevout confeffion ofour fins

toGod forbycafting a neglect uponour tranfgreffions and offences,they

foone flip outofour thoughts andwhen we have occafion to acknowledge

them, andbe forry for them, they are quiteout ofour remembrance , by

which the foule incurres great dangerofJudgement. Then followeth Feare

orDread, which is a faintneffe ofthe heartbred by evill cuſtome , which

makes us togrowin a diftruftofGods mercy, andbythat meanes to incurre

the fearefull finne ofDefperations of which, not onelyformer ages , but

even the times préfent affoord too many dreadfull examples. And then

there is a lazySupini , whichbreeds adiminution and abatement of allde

votions and isa difeafeto the foule as a Confumption to thebody, when

in the fteadofgoingon,we ratherſtandftill, or draw backe ; and this recre

ance and defiling, ifnot taken in time, mayturne to InfidelityandApo

ftafic; finnes ofthat attrocityanddiabolicall nature, fcarce amongſt Chri-

ftians tobe gained. Sixtly and lastly, there is a Fond Deale, orfoolish for

vour,bywhichmenweaken their bodies, and diſable their ſpirits by fu

perftitious Vigils andFafts,bywhich they thinketo merit Heaven, buti

the interim fall into fuch langor, malady, fickneffe, and diſeaſe, that they

make themſelves difabled, eitherfor the fervice of God, or following their

ówne vocation and callings but offuch I prefume therebe not many.

Sloath is no betterthen the pillow orbolfter ofthe Devill, the originall

Sloath out of ofmanydreadfull finnes, and grievous calamities : of Murmuring, abranch

whereofwehave example out ofthe HolyScriptures, Numb. 11.4. Anda

number ofpeople that was amongst them fell a lufting and turned away,

and the childrenof Ifrael alfo wept and faid, Whofhall give us fleth to

date : Werememberthe fish which we did eare in Egypt fornought, the

cucumbers, andthe pepons,and the leekes, and the onions, and the garleek;

but now our foule is dryed away,wecan feenothingbut this Man. Again,

Cap.21. Verf. 4. After, theydeparted from the Mount Horbytheway of

the red Sea, to compaffe the land of Edom; and the people were fore grie

ved becaufe of the way: And theyfpake against God, and against Mofes,

faying,Wherefore have yebrought us out ofEgypt todie in the Wil-

derneffe forhere is neitherbread nor water, and our foule loatheth this

light bread Whereforethe Lord fent fiery ferpents amongst the people,

which ftungthem fo that many of thepeople of Ifrael died. We reade

further inthe first ofHaggai, Verf. Thus fpeaketh the Lord of Hofts,

faying,The people fay thetime is not yet come that theLords houſe fhould

bebuilded: Then came theword of the Lordbythe miniftery ofthe Pro-

phet Haggai, faying, Is it time foryour felves to dwell in your feiled hou

fes, andthis houfe liewafte Nowtherefore thus faith the Lord ofHofts,

Confideryourownwayes in your hearts ; yee have fowne much, andbring

inlittle yee eate, but ye have not enough : yedrinke, butye arenot filled:

ye cloathye, but you are not warmes andhethat carneth wages , putteth

the wages into a broken bagge, &c. Come to the Goſpell, Matthew 25.

Ferf26. And his Mafter answered tohim and faid,Thou evill fervant and

floathfull,thou knoweftthat I reapt where I fowednot,andgathered where

Iftrawed not thou oughteft therefore to have put my money to the

Exchangers , and then at my comming fhould I have received mine owne

with advantage Take thereforethe talent fromhim, andgive it tohim

that hath tentalents ; for unto every one that hath, it ſhall be given, andhe

fhall
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thallhaveabundance : and from him that hathnot, even that he hath fhall

be takenaway; Caft therefore that unprofitable fervant into utter darke-

neffe,there fhall beweepingandgnashing ofteeth. Thisdrowfineffe is alfo

blamed byour Saviour Chriftin his Apoftles, Marke 14. 37. Then hee

came and found them fleeping, and faid to Peter Simon, fleepeft thou ?

couldeft thou not watch one houre? watch ye andpray, that ye enter nor

into temptation. 11 $91.0

From Divine , I come toEthnick Examples : Capitolinus hath left re-

membred unto us, that Anthonius Pius beingEmperour, caufed the roofes

and coverings ofall fuch houfes tobetakenaway, aswereknowne to receive

any idle people ; affirmingthat nothing was more uncomly or abfurd tobe

fuffered,then fuch idle caterpillars and flow wormes , to have their food

and nourishment from that common-weale , in the maintenance of which

there was no fupply from their induſtry and labour. Notorious was the

lazineffe and floath of Honorius the Emperour , for where, as it is the cu

ftome of all Princes what foever, not to fet their hand or feale to any

Briefe, Grant, orWarrant , before they haddiligently perufed the con-

tents, left perchance they might doe fomething against theirhonour and

dignity ; yethewas of that idle condition, that he had neither the patience

to perufe himſelfe, or toheare read any thing (of what import foever) he

was to fubfcribe : whichhis fifter Placida obferving, and willing as farre

as the durft, modeftly to reprove and taxethis ftrange floathfulpes in hims

The devifed an inftrument orwriting , inwhichthe Emperour hadcontra

ated her his onely fiftertoa moftvile,fordid, and contemptible fellow,who

ufed about the Court, andwas generally knowneto all ; which done, the

caufed that paper tobe fhuffled inamongst many others upon the fealing

day,towhichthe Emperorfet his handand fignet and the next morrow the

came and proftrated her felfe to him, weeping, and complainingto him of

her infelicity and ftrange difaftrous fortune; at which the Emperourwon-

dring,demanded the caufe ofher fogreat forrow, and heavineffe ? towhom

The thewed the writing, and his hand and feale to confirme it : at whichbei

ing more amazed, he made a great proteftation, that he never had any fuch

thought or purpoſes of which the wife and difcreet Lady taking advan

tage, fhetold him thewholecircumftance how every thingcameabout, and

that it was her owne Act ; withall befeeching him (under pardon) to avoid

the like or greater inconvenience, which might trench upon the honour

and difcretion ofhis facred Majefty which wasdelivered in fuch paffio-

nate and affectionate language , that the Emperour received it from her

gratefully, and reformed that errourin himfelfe forever after.

:

This drowfie and fnorting finne; howfoever in outward appearance it

feemes innocuous and harmeleffe, neither dammaging the party infected

therewith, nor others , yet hath many virulent and bitter impendencies,

which alwayes hangover it, as may appearebyHiftory ; tyrannizing over

the ſtrong, and infultingover the mighty For example , the invincible

Hercules , whom neither Giants, Savage Beafts, Serpents, nor Monſters,

could withſtand ; after all his active and immutable labours , when hee

gavebut the leaft way to floath and idleneffe , it brought him to his utter

ruine and deftruction; who cafting off his Lyons skinne , and layingafide

bis mortiferous club,with his fatall fhafts and bow, betook himfelfe unto

all effeminacie: infomuch, that changing his maſculine habit , he put on

Eec z the
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the loofe garments belongingtowomen, that he might the more freely in-

finuate intothe good grace and favourofomphale Queene of the Lydians,

ofwhom he was perditly inamoured : At whofe command he fafhioned

thofehis ſtubborne and rude fingers (before imployed in quelling Tyrants,

and fubduing Monsters) to fpinne, card , anddraw a corfe and untoward

thread from the diſtaffe but what was the end ofthis floathfull
effemi-

nacie ? His chaſte wife Dianeyra hearing how ftrangely he had loft him-

felfe, both in his perfon and reputation of the world ; thinking to recall

him from this dull and fleepy Lethargy , fent him a fhirt for a prefent,

(but ignorant that it was poyloned) which heehad nofooner put on ,

it inftantly putrified and infected hisbodyall over , cleaving fo faft to his

skinne , that in ſtriving to plucke away the linnen, he tore the Beth from

the bones ; fo that overcome with the anguifh and infufferable torture of

the poyfon, he built a huge pile ofwoodwhich he hadtorne from the trees

that grew upon Mount Dera , to which having put fire , it nofooner grew

into a violent flame, but firft having caft in his club, and then his Lyons

fpoyles, he afterwards threw himfelfe, wherehewas burnt to afhes .

but

The like we reade of the great Affyrian Monarch Sardanapulus , whole

brave Predeceffors from many difcents , imployed themselves in warlike

expeditions and martiall affaires, all ofthem great undertakers, and fome

mighty Conquerours , infomuch that the Nation was dreaded throughout

the world; but this laft and worſt abandoning all mafculine vertue, gave

himfelfe onely to floathfull delicacy, luxury, and bafe metriculofity , in that

abject and fordid manner that laying afide all that fublimity and excel-

lencewhich belongs to regall Majeſtie, he forfookehis virill habit and or-

naments, willing if it hadbeene poffible to have altered his noble fexe by

puttingon female habit , and fequeftring himselfe from his martial No-

bility, and Counſellers of State, converft, and had confociety onely with

Whores, Bawdes, Panders, Eunuches, and Catamites , infomuchthathe

made his Royall Palace worſe then any Burdeile , or common Brothel-

houfe: which his Nobles and Peeres impatient to indure , when neither

humble intreaty, perfwafion, counſell, nor menaces could divert him from

his fouth and idleneffe, they made an infurrection against him : And un-

der Arbactesthe Generall, having firft feifed all the Caftles, and places of

trength, belonging totheEmpire, they befieged him in his Pallace, pro-

fering him even then, ifhe would change his loathed fenfuality,theywould

likewiſe alter their purpoſe ofdepofing him; but this defperate Devill,

conftant in his ruine, defpifing their indulgent proffers, andpreferring his

beaſtly and abhominable lufts before life or honour, whileft theywereyet in

parley,orbefore returned them any anfwer,gathered together all his Gems,

Jewels, and Treafure, even his whole Magazine , whichamounted to an in-

finite: Then all his Prostitutes and Concubines , with thewhole brood of

Brothelry, and fetting fire on the whole Seraglia at once , leapt in himfelfe

amongſt them; than which incendiary, nomoreacceptable facrifice could

have beene madetotheDevill.

f

Moreover, what greater Conquerourthen faliusCafar, eterniz'd through

all Ages for his magnanimity and valour, of whofe brave and heroicke

Actstogive a full expreffion, would aske avoluminous Chronicle, who

more wakefull , provident , active, adventurous, laborious, induftrious?

andnever out of agitation , till hehad attained untothat height of fupre-

macy
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macy atwhichhe aimed, whichwas no leffe then to be the fole Monarch

of theworld, but after whenhecame to fubmit himfelfe to the affect of

peace, and eafe, and was no longer in action , he fell into many monstrous

finnes, and horrible and hatefull adulteries : for thus Suetoninus reports of

him, Heevitiated and corrupted many illuftrious Matrons : ( fay not

all,afterhe came to be perpetuall Dictator, which in effect was Emperour)

buttheſe are remembred amongst others; He ftuprated Pofthumiathe wife

of Servius Sifipitius , Lollia the wife of Aulus Gabinus, Tertulliathewife

of MarcusCraffus,and Matia, ofCneius Pompeius : divorcing himselfe from

hisownewife, heewas faid above all others to be moſt inamored of Ser-

vilia the mother of Marcus Brutus , whofe love he bought with a Jewell

valued at fixehundred fextertij, hee vitiated alfo Iumia Tertia , the daugh-

terof Servilia, and wife of Marcus Craffus. Heewas faid alfo to devotehim-

felfe to the love of divers Queenes , as Euria Maura, thewife ofKing

Bogades , and Cleopatra molt amorously above the reft , withwhom hee

banquetted andriotednight andday , from the Sunnesuprifing to his fett,

andfromthe twilght to thedawningoftheday, and in the fame fhip and

bed accompaniedher through Egypt, almoft to the Confines ofEthiopia,

by whom hee had a young fonne called Cafaria : Hee is alfo reckoned

amongst the Cinadi , and to bee a Pederaftes , that is, one abuſed against na-

tures of which, with Mamuria Termanus he is taxt by Catullus : which af

pertion Suetoniuslabours to acquit him of,intheſe words, Cafars great fa-

miliarity and bed-fellowship, with Nicomedes Kingof Bithynia, (wich was

hewith whom hewas fufpected) doth nowayhurt or blemiſh the modefty

ofCafar ofwhofe bloudy butchery in the Capitollwho hath not heard?

Thusyoufee even in the greateſt and moſt active, whenthey fall into this

Mollicies, and pillowy fluggifhneffe, what effects it workes upon them, and

what fearefull judgements it brings upon them ; for doubtleffe there is

fcarce a whoredome acted,or adultery committed, no incestuous congreffi

on, or pathick prepofterous luxury, inwhichthis Secordia, this fnaylie and

fluggish vice hath not a predominant hand. Of the laft ,modeftywill ſcarce

fuffer meto fpeake, or almoft to name, being more then brutiſh and alto-

gether abhominable Andbefore I enter on the former , give me leave to

rememberunto you fome fewof thefe foft, idle, and effeminate fellowes ,

whichmeritrather thenames of Musk-cats,then men. Auguftus Cafar in fun-

dry ofhis Epiftles written to Mecenas, expreffeth his tenderneffe, foftneffe,

and delicacy ; but efpecially in that where hee delivereth himfelfe to this

purpofe: Farewell Mecenas,the Honeyof Nations, the Ivory ofEtruria,

the Lafer ofAretimum, the Margariteof Tibur, the Smarage of the Gilne

ans, theJafper,Berill and Carbuncle, &c. ftrange Mellite and oily Gna-

tonicall language, (being ferioufly intended) to a fubject,from fogreat and

wifeanEmperour : yet the learned and grave Seneca calls him Mecanatem

difcimitum mollicima ejus delicias, & portentofum orationem : His diffolute

or unguerded Mecenas , his moft effeminate delicacy , and portentous

Speech: who faith farther ofhim, that hewas able to give an excellent ex

ample ofthe Roman Eloquence,iftoo much felicity and worldly profperi-

ty, mixt with eaſe and idleneffe , hadnot,mollified andenerved his fpirits.

So allo Macrobius and Crinitus both report ofhim. Caius Delius after he

hadtriumpht over the Carthaginians, and returned thence aglorious.Con

querour,grew unto that voluptuoufneffe and lazineffe,that he gave himfelfe

Eee
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over to all the intemperances of luft and riot ; for ifhe went at anytime by

invitation to banquet or feaft abroad, hee had a Trumpet or a Coronet to

foundhim tothe place ; and whenthe meeting diffolv'd, to uſher himback

to his ownehoufe.

The Maßultenfes werewiththis lazie luxury fo contaminated and infe-

cted, that they imitated women in their habit and vefture, perfuming their

haire with pretious unguents , and then bound up their lockes with laces

and ribbands ; hence grew aproverbe to their lafting difgrace, ifany man

was feene to fpruce up himfelfe too curioufly , they would fay unto him,

E Maßilia venifti, Thou cameft but now from Maßilia. And ofthis un-

mafculin'd condition, were Abram, Artemon, Cliftine, Lyficrates, Argyrias

Battalus, Nitarus, Ariſtodamus, Andramites King of Lydia , with infinite

others ; perpetually and unto all pofterity made notorious for their floath,

andbranded for their idleneffe.

How apt is plenty and fulneffe of breadto alter even the best natures,

and ofmen to make monſters ! Auguſtus Cafar was awife , diſcreet , and

well govern'd Prince, and celebrated for many rare vertues : yet it is rela

ted of him bySuetonius, Sextas Aurelius, and others, that hewas accuſtomed

to lodge nightly with twelve hee Catamites of the one fide , and as many

fhe Prostitutes ofthe other ; who rejecting his wife Scribonia , contracted

himfelfe to Livia, whowas glad to haften the nuptials , left her great belly

fhould be difcovered : and thoughhee were a bondflave to luft , he ufedto

punith it in others with all feverity ; (for fothe former Authors reportof

him) at a Feaſt where was a great affembly of the Patricians , and Senators

withtheirwives ; in the middle ofthe fervice,betwixt the fecond andthird

courſe, (not able to containe himselfe any longer) he tooke bythe arme one

ofthe beautifull'ft Matrons, (whole husband was prefent as a gueft) and

led her into awith drawing roome; where after fomeftay he brought her

backetoher feat, withher linnen ruffled and out oforder,and a great flufh-

ing in her face , which was palpable to all there prefent. He is alfo faid

to have ftuprated Tertullia , Terentilla , Drufilla , Salvia , Citifcenia , and

others.

C

A

( T

But more prodigious were the lufts of his Succeffor Tiberius, who ac

cordingto Tranquillus , devifed a feller or vault, which was as a ſchoole

ofVenery; and where all libidinous acts were practifed in his owne pre-

fence. In thewoods alfo he built venereall Groves , where proſtitutionwas

daily practifeds withfome things fearefull to be named. And as there

were many prodigious examples of Neroes cruelty, fo there are alfo of his

incontinence and luxury; all which adde to his hatefull and abhommable

life, to make it the more infamous , who moſt irreligiouſly committed a

rape upon Rabria, one ofthe veftall Virgines , to whom it was heldworle

then facriledge to offer the leaft violence. Hee caufed from the beautifull

childe spores, his virill parts to be cut away , indeavouring to have made

him awoman, (if Art couldhave done it ; ) and then to have marriedhim,

and fo hedid ; from whence grew a faying, madecommon in the mouthes

ofall, Happy had it beene forRome and the Empire, if Neroes motherhad

beene fuch awife as Sporus. Manyofhis actions aretoo obfcene for mode-

fty to utter, Hee had naturall congreffe and confocietywith his naturall

mother Agrippina ; He caufed alfo one Doriphus a freedmanto be cut like

Sporus, and married him alfo. Thus farre of him Tranquilla , but much

more Cornelius Tacitus. 99.
Caligula
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Caligula incefted his owne fifters; and proftituted them to his flaves and

vaffals, that in the cauſe of Emilim theymightbe condemned as adultref

fes, or vitiated perfons , which otherwife hadgone againſt him. Livia Ho-

reftilla thewifeof Caius Pife he violently tooke fromhim, andmade her his

Empreffe, butwithin two yearesbeing tyred with his new Peere, he turned

her offto grazing 3 andthenhe tooke from Caius Memmius his wife Lollia

Paulina, and in a fhort time repudiated her alfo; confining them both from

marriage, or tohave confociety with anymanwhatſoever. He was much

inamouredofone Cefonia a beautifull Damfell , and his cuſtomewas to his

private friends oft to fhew her naked. Hee was faid much to love Marcus

Lepidus, and Marcus Neftor the Pantomine, (which is a Buffoone or common

Jefter) for no other cauſe, but onely for the commerfe ofmutuall and alter-

natebrothelry3 oftheſe and many other his brutish ribauldries witneffeth

Suetonius.

The Emperour Commode in like manner conftuperated his owne natu-

rall fifters, in the fight of his other Paramores andProstitutes, and then of-

feredthem to his friends, fuch libidinous wretches as himfelfe, tohave the

like congreffe withthem : being a youngmanhewas a fcandall to all thofe

whomhe made his companions, and they reciprocallywere fcandalized by

being in his company: Thefewith infinite others of his licentious irregu-

larities are recorded by Lampridius. Hee had alfo (as the fame Author te-

ftates) three hundred Concubines of felected forme and feature, chofen out

ofthe families of the Senatours and Patritians ; and as many choicechoice young

men ofſweet afpect and undefpifed proportion, takenout of the best ofthe

Nobility; and with thefe hee did continually riot, drinke, and wanton in

his Pallace, where were uſed all immodeft poftures, and uncomely geftures,

that the very
Genius of luft could devife fo that his Court fhewed rather

a commonſtewes, then the royall dwellinghoufe andmanfion of a Prince.

Gordianus Iunior, who worethe Imperiall purplewith his father, abfen

tinghimfelfe from all warlike imployment, lived in lazineffe and eaſe, gi-

ving himselfe folelyto voluptuoufneffe and carnall concupifcence , having

atonce two and twentyConcubines , and by every be of them three or

foure children at the leaft ; for which byfome hewas called the Priamus of

his age : but byothers (in fcorne) the Priapus. AndProculus the Emperour

in one expedition, (befides many other fpoyles) tooke captive an hundred

SarmatianVirgines ; all whichhee boafted not onelyto have vitiated and

deflowred, but tohave perpetrated, or more plainly gotwith childe , with

in fifteene dayes , for fo Flavius Vopifcus reports ofhim as alfo Sabellicass

in Exemplis . Heliogabalus that Monſter of nature,gatheredtogether Bawdes,

Whores, Catamites,Pimps, Panders,Rounfevalls, and Stallions,(thevery

peft and poyfonof a Nation or People) even till they grew to agreat mul

titude to which he added all the long-nofdvagabonds, and ſturdy beggars

be could finde; for thefe they fayhave the greatest inclination to libidinous

filthinelle , and theſe he kept together and maintained at his great charge,

onelyto fatisfie hisbrutishhumour : Therefore Lampridius writing to the

Emperourconcerning his prodigiousVenery,ufeth theſewords ;Whocan

endure a Prince who committeth luft in all thehollowes ofhisbody, when

Roomes, Cages, and Grates, the receptacle and dennes ofwilde beafts can

notamong them all fhew a beaft like him. He alfo kept curfors and mef

fengers,whohad no other imployment, but to ride abroad,and feak oue for

OISONO theſe
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thele Mafuti,and to bringthem to Court, that he might pollute and defile

himfelfe amongst them : But thefe whofe diffolute and floath- infected lives

have growneto fuch an execrable height of impudence , have not eſcaped

Gods terrible Judgements by miferable and tragick ends ; as you may read

in the premiſes,where I have had occaſion to ſpeake of the fame perſons ,

though to other purpoſe.

I will profecutethis further by example, wherein the effects of this dull

anddrowfie vice of idleneffe and floath, fhall be better illuftrated , and in

none more proper then that of giftus and Clitemnestra : for Agamemnon

King of Mycena , (and brother to Menelaus Kingof Sparta , the husband of

Helena, ravisht thence by Paris, one of the fonnes ofKing Priam) being cho-

fen Generall ofthe Grecian Army, in that great expedition againſt Troy,

for the rape of that Spartan Queene : In his abfence he left gifts to go-

verne his family, and mannage his Domefticke affaires, who lull'd in eafe,

and loytring in idleneffe , andthea lufty Lady, and lying in awiddowedand

forfaken bed, fuch familiarity grew betwixt them, that at length it camein-

to flat adultery ; ofwhom the Poet thus ingenuoufly writes :

1!

, i .

140

QueriturÆgistas, quare fit factus adulter ?

Inpromptu caufa eft, Defidiofus erat, &r.

Aske any why Agiftus did

Faire Clitemnestra woe,

to Tis anfwer'd ; hewas idle, and

njoy ! Had nothing else to doe.

Now this Egiftuswas before efpouſed to a young Lady the daughter of

Phocas Duke of Creophen, whoſe bedhe repudiated, and fent backetoher fa-

ther. Forthe love of this Queene of Micena, ofwhom he begot a daughter

called Egionas and in the abfence ofhis Lord and Mafter (fupported bythe

Queene) tookeupon him all regall authority , and was obeyed as King.

Now Agamemnon ha a young fonne called Orestes , who was then under

the tuition or guardianship of aworthy Knight called Fultibius , who fea-

ring left the adulterer andtheadultereffe might infidiate his life , he con-

veyed him out of the Lands andbrought him to Idomenew King ofCreet ,ra

pious and juft Prince, who undertooke to bringhimup, educate, and in-

ftruct him like the fonne ofſuch a father ; and protect him againſt all his

enemies whatſoever.

Imagine now the ten yeares warres ended, Troy fackt and fpoyled , rakit

to the earth, and quite demolished; and Agamemnon at his retufoe thevery

first night ofhis lodging in the Palace , cruelly murdered in his bedby

Egistus and the Queene. Bythistime Oreftes being of the yeares able to

beare Armes, and having intelligence how bafelyhis father was butchered,

and by whom,he made a folemne vow to avenge his death upon the Au-

thors thereof,andto thatendbefought aide of the King Idomeneus his fofter

father and protector , who firſt madehim Knight, and furniſht himwith a

competent Army. To affift whom came Faltibus his first Guardian,with

all the forces he couldlevy ; as alfo Phocas,whofe daughter Egistus hadbe-

foreforfaken : Thefe fped themſelves fo well, that in few dayes theyentred

the Land, and after laid fiege tothe chiefe Citie called Micene, wherethe

"
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Queen then lay ( for giftuswas at that timeabroadtofolicitajɖaga nift

invafion,which he much feared) but finding the gates fhut, andthewals

manned, and all entrance denied, they made a fierce affault, and bough it

wasverycouragiously and valiantlydefended, yet at lengththe City was ta

ken, and theQueen furprifed in the Palace, who being brought untothe

prefence of her lan, all filiall dutyfet apart, andforgettingthenameof

mother, be faluted her onelybythetitle of Adultereffe,cardMurdereffe,

and when he hadthundered into her eares thehorridneffe andatrocityof her

crime, havinghis worddrawn inhis hand,he fuddenlytranfpicic'dherbo

dy, and left her dead uponthe pavement, as anexpiationorblondy facris

ficeto appease the foul of his dead father. Somewouldaggravate the fact,

and fay, that he caufed herbreaſts tobe torne off, ( hebeing yeralive) and

caft to the dogges tobe eaten,butthat hadbeen acrualty beyondnature, for

a fonto exerciſe upona mother ; now whileft thefe things were agitati

on, Egiftus had gathered an Army for the railing of the fiege, and re-

claimingtheCity, of which Oreftes having intelligence,ambuthed him in

his way, and had fuchgood fucceffe, that having incompaffed him in, the fet

upon his Forces, both beforeand behinde, routedthem, andtook diftus

prifoner, whomafter he had put to the greateftitorures that humane apl

prehenfion could invent or devife, he commanded his body tobe hanged in

chaines upon agibbet without the City, the placewheremalefactors were

executed, thereto remain till it dropped thence himbe from limbel albthis

commingtothe ear of the adulteratebrood one, who was faidtohave

been acceffary to thedeath of Agamemnon) the in extremeformow forthe

difafter happenedto her father and mother, defpairing, ftrangled her felfe,

and Oreftes after he had more confiderately pondered his cruelty towards

his mother,which (howfoever juft) had better to have come fromany ans

hand than hisown, and further, that inthe mouthes of all menhe washeld

nobetter than a matricide, (a name hatefull bothtoGod and man) heup

onthis grew into a great melancholy, and from melancholy to madneffe,

never being able to recover his fenfes after. It beingworthyobfervation,

what imurders, revenges, adulteries, divers felfe-kings, and whathot ?

arife from this (feeming harmeleffe) drowfie, and fleepy fin oftidlenuffels

of which I will prefent you further with a ftrange and most lamentable

can wonqueryniusd wonbes Erod

Atory.
Dom.Ioannes Gygaspostillafua partefecunda,pag.zoo. A nobleand ver. A ſtrange fto-

tuous Ladywhohad a lafie anddrowfie Chambermaid, and as onebad qua full Chamber-

lity feldom ornever goethwithout another, hewas ofatefty difpofition ,

andof a fnappifh andcurfttongue; it happened that her mistreffeupon a

time chiding her for her neglect and floath, hebegantomanderandmur

mur, and inthe end togive her Lady very croffe and untoward language, at

which beingmuch incenft, fhe gave her abox on the ear, at which the fell

downupon
the floor, as if fhe hadbeenhalfe flain, and multiplyingmany

bitter and defpightfull words, toldher Lady that blow fhould never be for-

got nor forgiven. Whofomewhat forry, as fearing thehad rook her too

hard, left her mumblingthe devils Pater nofter, aswe fay, and minded horno

farther. But the devillwouldnot let flipthis occafion,puttingher in minde,

to accufeher Lady of Adultery, and day nor night the couldbe in quiet,

till thehadfodone ; at length attending a fit opportunitywhen the found

her Lordinprivate,the fubtle fhrew interupted hum after this manner;No-

ry of a floath-

maid.

ble
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56 ble Sir,(withpardon craved formy boldneffe) I have a ſtrange fecret to ac-

quaint youwith, were I affured of your filence, but I am afraidthat my

zeal andtender care I haveofyour honour maybe mifpriſed, and that pu-

nishmentwhich belongeth to others may redound upon myfelfe to mine

own ruine ; at whichthe Crocodile wept, and herLord longingto know

what thematterwas, protefted fecrecy, and bid her fayon: when the thus

proceeded, I know ( Sir) thatyou are confident ofthe modefty, purity, and

conjugall chaſtity of yourLady, as wholly devoted toyour love, havingno

other rivall or competitorin heraffection ; but to my great forrow I fpeak

it, fhe violates her matrimoniall tie, and adulterates your fheetes in your

abfence, not witha Gentlemanof anyof fashion, or quality,butwithone

of the Groomesof your,ftable, which I moft humbly beg of your honour

that youwill keep private to your felfe, till I make youeye-witneffe of

what I fpeak, andbring you to the place where this ungodly congreffe is

frequentlyusedbetwixt them. Andhere thebrokeoff abruptly as if teares

conftrainedby forrow hadstoppedher in her further relation.

At thisdifcourfe the Nobleman was ftupified, andthoughhe ever found

her indulgent andaffectionate towards him, andcould never tax her of the

leaft lafciviousglance or incontinent gefture, yet heremembred that when

his cuftomewas to rifeearlytohunt, or hawk, or to furvey his Parkesand

grounds, he found her fcarceup orreadywhen he camebacketo breakfaft,

andthenhis jealoufie began to fuggeft him that inthat interim thiswicked-

neffe might becommitted ; andfogrowingfull of thoughts, he left her (the

devils agent) to attendthe event, who let flip no occafion to profecutethe

mifchief that ſhe had begun, but finding him commingearlyonemorning

(after his fports) andknowingher Lady wasthen inbed, ran prefentlyto

the ftable and called one of the Groomes in hafte, and told himhe muſt

runfuddenlytoher Lady inher chamber, for fhe had a ferious bufineffe in

which to imploy him, which the did with fuch fervency, that the Groom

ran to thechamber as if it had been for life and death, (and fo indeed it

proved) andfinding his Ladies door open, entered : inwhichtime ſhe cals

her Lord, andhaftens himto the place, but before he camethither, the

Lady spyingtheGroom torush fo fuddenly into the chamber, calledhim

boldandfaucy varlet, and (ignorant of the deceit) flung bed-ftaves at his

head, andnot havingthe patienceto hear what he hadto fay for himselfe,

bad him gethim thencewith a vengeance, whomhis mafter metjuft at the

door, andwith his fword ranhim through, fothat without fpeakinghefell

dead in the place, and there in the heat of fury, ere the had the leifureto

askewhatthe matterwas, he as the lay in herbed andwithout any queſtion

or anſwerexpected tranfpierc'd her totheheart,whofechafte foul(nodoubt)

mounted unto that bleffed place of reft to which herpiety, devotion, and

charity inher lifetimechiefly aymed ; now as hefloodleaning uponhis

fword fo lately imbrued in thebloud of theſe two innocents, having athou-

fand chimera's in his brain, and her flinty andobdurate heart meantimere-

lenting at thehorridneffe of the ftrage committed, fhe couldkeepher own

devilliſh counfell no longer, but prefently burft out into this language;

AlasmyLord, what have I done? Never was Lady more chafte or con-

ftant to thebed and imbraces of herhusband than thewhohere lies welter-

ing in her innocent blood, whatfoever I fpake of her was falfe and untrue,

asmeerlyſuggeſtedby the devill, and this I malitiouslydevifedinrevenge

of
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of a blow the gave metocorre my fluctuhnefleand flothfundfle, which

notabloinmy ill difpofition to digeft, k, andonely I am ſoleauthour of

their commiferatedandmuchtobe lamented deaths, which hath happened

more diſaſtrous than I expected.Thisbeing fofeelingly and paffionatelyde-

livered,ſtrooke fuch a deep impreffion into him,that fometimes cafting his

eye upon his honeftand faithfull fervant, and then upon his vertuous and

untainted Wife, being poffeftwith a world of diftractions at once, which

fwayedhim abovethe ftrength of nature, he firſt diſpatched her of life,

andafter fell upon
hipofword, makingupthefourthinthe Tragedy.

Ifyouexpect tohear further judgements inflicted upon this fin, every

Seſſions andiAffiſes through the Kingdont can afford preſidents fufficient,

how manychildrencardsbrought to the execution place, who complain of

their parents fortheir idleand flothfull bringingup,who beingneither fet

toschool,nor put tomanufactureor trade, whereby to get their livings,

Have been found to filchy pillage, heal, and break houfes, whichbrings

them at lengthtothe Gallowess what fils the Bridewels and Correction-

houfeswith fomanyroguesand vagabonds, butidleneffe ? what makes fo

manymaundersand high way beggers, fo many brothers of thebrooms

ſtaffe,who notabletocompaffez fwordor piftoll, willadventureto fet up!

on menand robthem,withftaves, bats, andcudgels ? what makes fo many

pimps, panders, apple-fquires bandes, profitutes andwhores (thevery

cankersand impoftumes of a Common-weal) but fothand idleneffee and

what arethefruitsof their ribaldries and luxuries, but aches and itches,

furpegues, fluxes, rheumes,cadarrbes, andathoufandother difeafes who

though they escapetherope (whichis the prefenteft and fuddennelkcure

forthemall yetthe besthoufestheycan hopetopurchaſe are lame fpittlesy

and hofpitals: Ineed not aggravate thefe any further, as not being things

private, rafe, or ſcarcehappening inan age, but as common as Noverint

univerfly forfearce a monethly Seffions paffes here inthe City, withou

hangingand carting

come

1

doodw

To preventwhich, and to avoidthemanifold mifchief incident , hay

impendingover this finoffloathand idlerieffe let every manand womanin

the fear of Godapply themfelves to their feverall vocations and callings,

to ſupply(as faras in them lies) the neceffities belonging to this life, and

tobecome induftrions and laborious members of the Church and Com+

mofi-weal? and for the lifeto come, to take the counfell of our Saviour,

Matth.24.22 . Watchtherefore, for youknow hot at what hour your Mastermill

e of this beſure .That if the good man ofthe houſe knew atwhat watch

the theefe wouldcome, he would furelywatch, and not fuffer hishoufeto be digged

through. This condemneth fleepy floath anddrowfie negligences neither is

doinggoodonely commanded, but the negligence and omitting of doing

good is damnable and fubject to everlafting torment, as you mayreade

Matth. 5.41. Thenhe fallfay tothem on the left hand, depart from me yetur-

fedinto everlastingfire, whichis preparedfor the devillandhis angels,for Ama

anbungredand yeegaveme nomeat, I thirstedand ye gave menodrinke, Iwas

aftranger and ye took me not in antoye, I was nakedand yeclothedmenot, Imas

in prison and ye vifitedmenor and thefe are the finnes ofomiffion. Their

judgement is not for takingaway the bread fromthe hungry, and drinke

from thethirty, but for not fupplying them with fuchneceffities when

they food in wart thereof ( for this is fpoken ofthe poor members of

Christ.)
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Chrift.) I concludewiththis fin of Idleneffethus, moft furewefhall Red.

dererationem, thatis, anſwer for every idle act, whenwe ſhall render an ac-

count for every idle word.

CHAP. V.

Gods Iudgements against Covetoufneffe ei sa

11 2 1129

HisVice is defined to be a difhoneft and infatiable de

fire of having, which is fuperabundant in defiring, ac+

quiring, and keeping, but altogether deficient in part

ingwith, orgiving this inordinatedefireof riches is

quite oppofite to Liberality, and to Justice, which

ought to diftribute fuum cuique, and may be divided

into thefe four Heads, Mortall, veniall, Capitall,and Ge-

nerall. It is called mortall, when a mantaketh or reteinesthatwhichbe-
theeth

longethto another man unjustly; and then it is eitherTheft, Rapine, Vary,

or Deceit inbuyingorfelling, or elfe whenwe preferthe inordinate loveof

riches before our loveto God and our neighbour. And then called yeniall,

whenthoughwe love wealth, we ufe no indirect courfe toget it, norhinder

others byour illiberality or grippleneffe tokeep it,andmaybecalledgood

husbandry. It is capitall, and fo called becauſe it is the head ofmany

otherfinnes , and exceedeth either in retaining, from whence ariferhobda-

rationagainst pity, which is alſo called inbumanity, or the unquietnelle of

theminde, whichbegets fuperfluous folicitude and care: or violence, when

wetakefrom others injuftlyandbyforce : orfallacy,whenwe equivocate in

ourbargaines : or perjury, whenwe uſe an oathtoconfirme it or fraud,

when for gainwe fticke not to deceive : or prodition, and that wasthe fin of

Judas,who for apricebetrayedhis Mafter. It is called generall, because of

it therebe many species , one fpecially confifts eitherinthe defect of giving,

or theexceffe in the defire ofhaving of the firft in giving, he is called

Parcuswho giveth little, Tenax who gives nothing, whoparts with

that he gives with great difficulty. Exceffe in acquiring confifts in gaining

filthily, or injuftly , filthily, by illiberall acts, as ftrivingto enrich ones

felves bybafe, vile, and fordid meanes, in which is included all meretricall

gain got by proftitution or panderifme, with the like ; and amongſt theſe

injuftly avaritious, are numbered, furers guilty of oppreffion and extor-

tion, Theeveswho rob either openlyor privately, spoilers of the dead, falfe

Executours,&c. and Dicers,whocovet to preyon the goods oftheir friends

living.

;

And this grandvicewith all the feverall branches thereof is condemned

in theholy Scriptures, Gen.18.21 . Moreover,provide thon amongst all the

people,men ofcourage, fearing God; men dealing truly, hating covetousneffe,&c.

It is thetenth Cominandment, Thou shalt not covet thy neigbours house, nei-

thershalt thoucovet thy neighbours wife. AndLevit.19.11. Te shallnotsteal,

neither dealfalfly, neither lye one to another, thou shalt not dothy neighbour

wrong, norrobhim. Deut.23.20 . Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thybro-

ther, that the Lordthy God may bleffe thee inall that thou fettest thine handto,

福
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in the land whether thou goest to poffeffeit . Lob 20.15 . Hebarbdevouredfub- 59

Stance, and he shall vomit it,for Godfhall draw it out ofhis belly . And 27.8. For

what hope hath the hypocrite when he hath heaped up riches, if Godtake away

his foul. Pfal.62.10 . Trust not in oppression nor in robbery, be not vain, ifri-

ches encreafe fet not thine heart upon them. Prov.1.19 . Such arethe wayes of

every one that isgreedy ofgain, he wouldtake away the life ofthe owners thereof.

Ter.8.10. Therefore will I give their wives unto others, andtheir fields umo

them that shall poffeffe them, for every one from the leaft unto thegreatest is gi

venuntocovetonfneffe , andfrom the Prophet unto the Prieft every one dealeth

falfly. Ezech.18.7. Hethat hathnot oppreffed any, but hathrestoredthe pledge

to his debtour, he that hath spoilednone by violence, but hathgiven his bread to

thehungry, and bath coveredthe naked withagarment, andhathnot givenforth

upon nfury, neither hath takenany increaſe, but hath withdrawn his hand from

iniquity, and hath executed true judgement betwixt man andman, and hath

walkedinmy ftatutes, andhathkept my judgements, to deal truly, heisjust, and

Shall furely live, faith the Lord. Matth.6.24. No man can serve twomaſters,

for eitherheshall hate the one andlove the other, or elfe he hall leane to the one

anddefpife the other, ye cannot ferve God andriches. Luke 12.15. Wherefore

befaidnntothem, take heed andbeware ofcovetousneffe, for thougha manhave

abundance, his lifeftandeth not in his riches . Iohn 12.4. Then faidone of his

Difciples, evenIudas Iscariot Simons fon which shouldbetray him , Why was not

this oyntmentfoldfor three hundred pence andgivento the poor ? nowhe faid

this not that he caredfor the poor, but becauſe he was a thiefe andhadthebag,

andbarethatwas given. It is Radix omniummalorum. 1 Tim.6.10 . Forthe

"defire ofmoney is the root of all evill, which whileft fome lustedafter they erred

from the faith, andpiercedthemfelves throughwithmanyforrowes, for they that

will berich fallinto many temptations andfnares, and intomany fooliſh andnoy-

fomelufts, which drown men in perdition and deftruction. Covetous men are

contemners ofGods Word, Matth.13.22. And he that received the feed

amongst thornes is he that heareththeWord, but the cares ofthe world,andthe de-

ceitfulneffe ofriches cheak theWord, andhe is made unfruitfull. It is no bet ter

than idolatry, Col.3.5. Mortifie therefore your members which are on earth,

fornication, uncleanneffe, the inordinate affections , evill concupifcence, and co-

vetoufneffe , which is idolatry . They are miſerable and vain, Lob 20.19. He

hathundone mary, he bath forfaken the poor, and hath spoiled houses whichhe

builded not, furely he shall feel no quietneffe in bus body , neithershallhereferve of

that which hedesired, there shall none of his meat be left, therefore none fhall

hope for hisgoods, when he shall be filledwith his abundance, he fhall be inpain,

and the handof the wicked fhall affail him, he shall be about to fill his belly, but

Godſhallſendupon him his fierce wrath, and shallcaufe to rainuponhim, even

upon meat,& . They are not capable of everlafting life, Col.6.10 . Nor

thieves , nor covetous , nor drunkards, nor railers, nor extortioners fhall inherit

the Kingdom of God. Many more Texts there are to the like purpoſe, but I

come nearerto fhew youexamples of Covetoufneffe, andthe punishments

thereofout of the facred Scriptures.

his

Wereade Iob.7.20. And Achan answeredtoſhua, andſaid, I havefinned

against the LordGodof Ifrael, andthus andthus I have done, I saw amongst the

Boiles agoodly Babylonish garment,andtwo hundred ſhekels of filver, and a wedge

ofgoldoffiftyshekels weight , andI covered them, andbehold, they lie hidin the

earth, inthe midst ofmy tent, and the filver under it. It followeth, verfe 24.

Fff
Then
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ThenIoſhua took Achan theson ofZerab, and the filver, andthegarment, and

the wedge ofgold, andhis fonnes , andhis daughters, and his oxen, and his affes,

andhisTheep, and his tents, and all that he had, andall Ifrael withhimbrought

them to the valley of Achor : andIefhaafaid, in afmuch as thou haft troubledw,

the Lord fhalltrouble thee this day; and all Ifraelthrew ftones at him, andburnt

them with fire and stonedthem withstones , &c. It was alfo puniſhed in Nabal,

1 Sam 1.25. whowas churlish, gripple, and covetous, and ungratefull to

Davidand his fervants ; for which the Text faith, Verse 36. And about ten

dayes after the Lordfmote Nabalthat hedied :who not onely loft his life, hut

had hiswife Abigailgivenunto David,whom he before defpifed. Ahab King

of Ifrael for coveting of Naboths vineyard, andby the meanes of hiswife

Jezebelputtinghim to death, that herhusband might take poffeffion there-

of : hear his terrible judgement that followed, 1 Kings 21.17. TheWordof

the Lordcameto Eliah the Tifhbite,saying, Arife,go down to meet AhabKingof

Ifraelwhichis in Samaria, le, he is inthe vineyardof Naboth, whither he is
gone

downtotake poffeßion of it : therefore fhalt thou say unto him , thus faiththe

Lord,haft thon killed, and also gotten poffeßion : and thou shalt speak unto him

Saying, thusfaiththe Lord, inthe placewhere dogs licked the blood ofNaboth,

Shalldogs licke even thy blood alfo, behold, I will bring evill upon thee, and will

take away thyposterity, andwill cut off from Ahab him that piffeth against the

wall, as wellhim that is fhut up, as himthat is left in Ifrael : and I willmakethy

bonfe like thehoufe ofIeroboam thesonof Nebat, andlike the house ofBaashathe

fonof Ahijab,forthe provocation whereby thoahaft provokedand madeIfrael to

fin andoflezebel spakethe Lord, faying, the dogs hall eat Lezebelby the wals

ofIezreel; thedogs hall eat himof Ahabs stocke that diethinthe City, andhim

that dieth in the fields fhall the fowles of the air eat,&c. Nowwhat more

fearfull judgement couldhave been pronounced against them ? all which

punctuallyhappenedunto them according tothe Prophets faying.

:

ab

Further,wereade Efay 1.23 . Thy Princes arerebellions, andcompanions of

thieves, every one lovethgifts, andfolloweth after rewards, they judge not the

fatherleffe, neither doth the widows cause come before them, therefore faiththe

LordGodofhoftes,the mighty One ofIfrael, Ah, I will cafe me of my adverfaries,

andavenge meofmine enemies. Ier.22.17. Thine eyes and thine heart are but

onely forthy covetousnesse, and tofbed innocent blood, andfor oppreßion, andfor

deftruction, eventodo this ; Therefore thusfaiththe Lordagainst tehoiakim the

fox of Iofiah King ofIudah, they shall not lament him, saying, ah my brother, and

abmy fifter ; neither ſhall they mourne for him faying, ah Lord, or ab his glory,

he shallbe buried as an aſſe is buried, andcaft forth withoutthe gates ofIerufa-

lem . Ezech.22.27. HerPrinces in the midft thereofarelike wolves, ravening

the prey to feedblood, andto destroy foules for their own covetouslucre . In thee

bave they takengifts to fhed bloud, thou hast taken afury, and theincreaſe, and

thou haft defrauded thy neighbour by extortion, and haft fogotten me, faith the

LordGod, behold therefore I havefmitten mine hands upon thy covetousneffe

that thou hast afed, and upon the blood which hathbeenin the midst ofthee : I

will Scatter thee amongst the heathen, and difperfe thee in the countries,&c.

Amos4.1 . Hear this word ye kine of Baafhan, that are in the mountaines of

Samaria, whichoppreffe the poor, and destroy the needy, &c. The LordGodhath

Sworne by his holineffe, that loe, the dayes fhall come upon you, that he will take you

away with thornes, and your pofterity with fifh- hookes. Micah 2.2 . Andihey

covetfields, andtake themby violence; andhouses, andtake them away,fo they op-

prefe
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preffe a man andhis house, even man and his heritage, therefore thus faiththe

Lord, Behold, against this familyhave I devifed a plague, whercout ye shall not

plucke your neckes, and you shall not gofo proudly ; for this time is evill . Again,

3.11 . Theheads thereofjudgeforrewards, andthepriests thereof teachfor hire,

andtheprophets thereofprophefiefor money, yet willthey lean upon the Lord, and

fay,Is not the Lordamongft us ? no evill can come upon us: thereforeſhall Sion for

yourfakes beplowedas a field, andIerufalem fhall be anheap , andthe mountain of

the houfe as the highplaces of theforest . Hab.2.9, Ho, he that coveteth an evill

covetonfneffe to his house, that he may fet his nest on high, to escapefrom the po-

wer of evill. Then baft confulted frame to thine own houfe, by deftroying many

people, andhaft finned against thine own foul, forthestone ballcry out of the wall,

andthebeameout of the timber shall answer it, Wounto him that buildeth atown

withblood, and erecteth a city by iniquity. 2.Mach. 10.20 . Now they that were

with Simon beingled with covetousneffe, were intreated for money (throughcer-

tain ofthose that were in the castle ), and tookfeventythousand.drachmes, andlet

Some ofthem escape ; but when it was told Machabeuswhat wasdone, he called the

governours of the people together, and accufedthofe men, that they hadfold their

brethrenfor money , and let their enemies go, fo be flew them when they were con-

vict oftreafon, andwon the two castles . Ecclefi4.8. There is one alone , andthere

15.not afecond, which hath neitherfor nor brother,yet is there no end of all his tra-

vell, neither can his eyebe satisfied with riches, neither doth be thinke, for whom

do I travell, anddefrindmy foul ofpleasure ? this alfo is vanity , andthis isan

evilltravell. Again 5.9. He that lovethfilver fball not befatisfiedwithfilver,

andbethat loveth riches fhall not enjoy the fruits thereof, wheregoods increase

they are increafed that eat them, and what goods commeth to the owners but the

beholding thereofwith their eyes ? thefleep of him that travelleth isſweet, whe-

ther be eat little or much, but the fatiety of the rieb will not sufferhim tofleep!

There is anevill ficknes that I havefeen under the fun to wit richesrefervedto the

ownersthereoffor their evill, andtheir riches vaniſhby evill travell, andhe be

getteth a fon and in his handis nothing. I concludewith that of Zepban.1.18.

Neither theirfilver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the

Lords wrath, but the whole land all be desoured bythe fire of hisjealousie, for

he shall make a speedy riddance evenof all them that dwellinthe land oncom

Andthus far the Scriptures against this horrid vice of Covetoufneffe.

I come to the Fathers : Saint Auguftine. De verbo Domini, ufeththefewords,

What is this avidity of concupifcencewithout meaſure ? whenevenbeafts

themſelves obferve a mediocrity they onely prey when they are awbund

gred, but ceafeto fpoilwhen they are fatisfied, onely theavariceof therich

is infatiable, it alwayescages, and is never fated; it neither fearethGod, for!

reverenceth mans it fpareth not the father, hor acknowledgeththe mother

it regardeth nor brother, nor childe, but breakethcovenantwith a friend

it oppreffeth the widdow , invadeththe orphant, diftreffeth the poor, andis

prone tobring falfe witnoffes, and what a madneffe is it to defre death for

life and infeeking to finde gold, toloſe HeavenansTol of plody

And Saint Ambrofe in his Sermons thus: It is all one for him that hathij

totake from him that wants, and when thou haft and cafftytodeny re-

lief to the indigent and needy it is the bread of thehungry that thourde

teineft , the clothing of the nakedthat thou keepek backe, the modaythat

thou hideft inthe earth is the redemption ofthe captive; andkngwithod

robbeſt ſo manyof thofe goods as it is inthy powertoconfer uponthemi

B

Fff 2 ferable,
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ferable, when thou denyeft to fuccour them : Thofe fortunes and thoſe

fiches arenot amans owne, which he cannot carrywith him , onely mercy

and charity forfake not a man in his death.

Saint Hierome faith , To a covetous man that is as much wantingwhich

he hath , as what hehath not , becauſe hee rather defires to have what hee

wants, or is ftill in feare to loſewhat hehath ; who, whileft in adverfity he

hopes for profperity, in profperity hee feares adverfity. And in another

place ; The covetous man burnes herewith the heat ofconcupifcence, and

fhall burne after in the fire ofGehenna Ifhee fee .one more potent then

himselfe , he fufpects an oppreffor : If one inferiour, hee feares athiefe :

and fuch are most unhappy , whoreally fuffer whatſoever they ſhall but

feare to fuffer.

Hugo lib. de Clar. ufeth thefe words : There be foure things in the pof-

feffing ofgoods and riches to be obſerved , namely, that lawfull things we

doe not acquire injustly ; or being injuftly acquired, wedoe not ſtriveto

injoy them unlawfully : that we ftrive not to poffeffe much, though law-

fully northings juftly got, defend unlawfully ; for either evilly to acquire,

or badlyto uſewhat is acquired , what is lawfull makes unlawfull : for,to

poffeffe much hath fome alliance to avarice , and commonly it happens,

what is too much lov'd , is ill defended. I conclude with Gregory in one of

his Homilies, Everyavaritious man from drinkedoth multiply thirſt be-

caufe when he hath once injoyedwhathe before coveted,he is not therewith

ſatisfied, but hath the greater inclination to covet more.

But from the Fathers I come toEthnick Hiftory, and firft I will give

you the appellation offome rich men : Cacilius Camidius was of that infi-

nite estate, that though he had loft a great part of his riches in the civill

warres of Rome , yet at his deathhe left foure thouſand domeſtick ſervants

and retainers ; in his ftableshe had an hundred andthreeſcore horſes , three

thousand and fixe hundred oxen , and of other head of cattle two hundred

fifty andfeaven thoufand, and pecuniis numeratis,that is in ready coyne fixe

hundred thousand poundweight , who alfo gave to be expended upon his

Funerall eleven thousand Seftertii. Marcus Craffus would not allow any

man to be called a rich man, whowas notable out ofhis private coffers to

maintaine a Legion of Souldiers for a yeares the annuall revenue ofhis

fields andgrounds arrable and paſture,amounted to fiftie hundred thouſand

erownes ofgold: Neitherdidthis fuffice him (faith Pliny) but hewasam

biridus to winne and poffeffe all the goldofthe Parthians . The greatest part

ofhiswealthhe purchaft out of the civill garboyles , feditions, and com-

buftions, converting the publike calamities to his private ufe and benefit 3

forwhenhe had left him three hundred Talents onelyfrom his fathers In-

heritance before he enterpriſed any expedition against the Parthians, hee

had gathered together into one Magazine feaven thouſand and one hundred

Talents, though hee had before confecrated theTenths and Tythes ofhis

whole eftate to the Temple of Hercules. Hee moreover made a publique

Banquer, inwhich he feafted the whole people ofRome, and gavetoevery

one ofhis gueſts three pounds in filver : Hekept morcover as his fervants

that haddependance ofhim, fivehundred Smithsand Carpenters , skilfull

in Architectures whoh hee not onely imployed in his owne ſumptuous

Buildings and Edifices; butto any nobleCitizen whohad a 'will anddefire

tabuild, he not onelylent them freely, but paid them at his owne charge:

aldeas? s117
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yet this man overcome with covetoufneffe of the Parthian gold , was by 63

them taken prifoner in battaile , who knowing his great avarice, caufed

moltengold tobe powr'ddownehis throat, detiding his infaciety in thefe

rearmes Forgold thou thirſteſt in thy life , andnow take thy fill of it in

thydeath.

-And yet Pallas the freed man of Claudius Cafar was held to bee

times richer then Craffes : Plinius the Prætor fpeakes ofthis Pallas, as alfo

twenty

ofCaliftus and Narciffes, poffeft ofinnumerablewealth, during the princi-

pality ofClaudine,infomuchthat the plenty of Narciffas grewtoa proverbe,

for ifthey had to fpeake of any man who was poffeft of fuperabundant

wealth, they would fayhewas as rich as Narciſſus of this Pallas Iuvenall

fpeakes in his first Satyre, whowith Narciffus were the freed men of Clan-

dins; andbythegenerall fuffrage of the Senate, had not onely mighty Do-

natives conferredupon them, but they wereadmitted unto prime Magi-

ftrates, and underwent the moſthonourable offices in the Citie : Moreover

the Emperour (as Tacituswrites) beftowed upon Pallas the PrætorianEn-

fignes, withgreat fummesofmoney, beingyearely poffeft (befides his do-

meftick wealthy of three thouſand Seftertii ; butwhat happineffe had hee

bytheenjoying of fuch abundance the fame Author relates , that Nero

Cafar grieving that hee had lived folong, (for heewasgrowne aged) caufed

himtobe poyfoned; andby that meanes confifcated his goods to his owne

ufe. 9

-Antiochus the great King ofSyriadidfoabound in riches , that purpo-

fing to makewarreupon the Romans, he gathered a puiffant and numerous

Army,who wereaccommodated in all thebravery that could be poffible;

their Helmets being richly plumed , and the heads of their Speares and

Shields fhiningwith filver andgold; who after with great efteeme, thew-

ing the gloryofhis Souldiers, and pride ofhis Hoft to Hanniball, he asked

him whether he thought that theſe were notableto conquerthe Romans ?

whoafter fome fmall pauſe made himanfwer: I cannot prefume that they

are abletovanquish them, but ofthis I ammoſt affured, they are able to fa-

tisfie them, ifthe Romans be covetous ; and fo it after proved to his great

difhonour.

Pytbins Bythinima Perfian, gave to Darius a plaine tree and a Vine all of

gold ; he alfofeafted XerxesArmy,(in his expedition towards Greece)which

confifted offeaven hundred fourefcore and eight thouſand men, and allowed

unto them five moneths provifion of corne, victuall, and pay; and onely

becauſe that offive fonnes he had, Xerxeswould leave one of them at home

with him tocomfort him in age: Herodotus andFlingbothteftifie ofhim,

that beingdemanded of the Kingofwhat poffeffionhewas?he made anfwer,

Thathe had in his Coffer ten thouſandTalents of filver, and fourehundred

Miriads ofgold; befides ofthecoyneof the Daricans, which amountedto

feaven thoufand poundweight ingold: all which when hehad proftrated

tothe Kings fervice and free difpofe, hewondringat his extraordinary li-

berality,tooketofupplyhis prefent ufe the fourehundred Miriads ofgold,

and left himthe reft: notwithstanding which, in his returne from Greece,

whencehewasbafelybeaten and baffled,he caufed that youngman the fonne

offobountifull a father,beforehis facetobe cut in pieces. And thuswefee

there is no truft in riches : for evenKing David and his fonne, who had

wealth above account , and goldand treafure beyond number,the one fell

Fff3 into
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64 into Murder and Adulterie, the other,into Luft and Idolatrie. inv

From thote which were rich, I come tothe covetous Conftat, Manaffes,

Apmalium pag. 94 relates that Chaganus Kingofthe Septentrionall Scythians,

when he had invaded many ofthe Roman Forts and Cittadels , even thofe

moft ſtronglymanned and defenc't, in his firft violent affaults tooke in ma-

nywalled Cities, and all the Regionborderingupon fter, quite depopu-

Jutated infomuch that the whole River was fanguin'd with the bloud of

the Natives And having furpriſed many Captives , to the number of

twelve thousand men, hee fent tothe Emperour Mauriciu to know if bee

would redeeme them being Chriftians , and his fubjects : but neither the

extreame rage of the Scythian cruelty,nor the barbarous Kings inhumanity,

neither the cryes andejaculations ofthe miferable anddiftreffed prifoners,

couldmove the minde of this obdure and flinty-hearted Emperour ,.

was wholly given over to bafe and fordid avarice. Againe, Chaganus fent

untohim Embaladours with more moderate and reaſonable conditions ,

with a great part ofthe first price deducted ; towhichthe covetous Empe

rourwould not lend any eare at all : whichChagan hearing, he raged like

a Tyger, and caufed them all to be hewedto pieces; the whole Region to

becovered with their carkaffes ; the fields tobee ftain dwiththeir bloud;

and their bodies to be piled in an heape almoft totheheight of a Pine- tree:

which cruell act ofthe Emperour my Author thus aggravates. Ogold and

love ofgold, more cruell then a Tyrant ! ofmenthe perfecutor, the Fort

ofmischiefe,the Caſtle of deſtruction, the everfion ofTowers, the depopu-

lation of Gities, the demolishingofWalls and Gates, the fall of Houſes,

the ruine of Families : withwhat miſchiefes doeft thou afflict us mor

tals ! noearthly thing can compare with thee in cruelty: Thou foftneft

the hard, indurat ft the foft ; thougiveft fpeechtothe filent , and makeft

mute the free ſpeaker : In roving, thou makeft the fwift flow pact, and

putteft wingsto the feet of the lazy : Thou kickeſt againſt Law andJuice,

expelleft bashfulneffe andmodefty, violat'ft Sepulchres, diggeft through;

there is nothingwhich thou wilt not fell , nothing which thou wilt not

betray.

Now let us looke upon thedreadfull Judgement ofGod, which fell upon

this gripple minded Prince,whowas fo hated amongst the Chriſtians, that

upon Chriſtmas day, as he was entring into theTemple, was liketo have

beene ftoned to death : After which he grewjealous even of his owne bro-

ther , and all the best friends about him , left they fhould fupplant him

from the Imperiall dignity; ofwhich he grewthe more timerous , in re-

gardof divers ominous dreames : for there appeareduntohimin his flum-

bers a blazing-ſtarre like a fword, and aMonkerunning witha ſworddrawn

to the Emperours Statue, inrag'd andcryingout aloud , Imperatorem ferre

periturum (i.) That the Emperour fhall perish by fteele. Hee dreamed

alfo, That hewas given tobe murdered to one Phocas ; upon whichhefent

for one Philippicu of a manwhom

him , Qualis fit Phocas ? What kinde ofman trufted, and asked

Phocas ? Towhom

Philippicus anfwered, Centurio ambitiofus , fed timidus : Towhom the Em-

perour againe replyed, Ifhe be a coward, he isthen a murderer. In conclu-

fon,hegrewinto fuch a great contempt of the Army, that they fought to

depofehim;andthe Legions and men ofWarre about Iftrus chofe Phocas a

barbarous andbloudy Thracian to be Emperour , who made all the hafte

poffible
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againſt Covetoufaeffe.

poffible to Conftantinople , where hewas crowned intheSuburbs byCyprian

the Patriarch. Mauricius in this interim waswith hiswifeandchildren at

Chalcedon ,wherethrough griefe and trouble of minde he fell ficke: thither

"Phocas fpedhimwith allexpedition,who firſt cauſed his two youngeft Sons

to be flaine in his fight , andthenhis three daughters; and next their mo-

ther Conftantina, the daughter of Tiberius the fecond, thenext Emperour

before Mauricius; whobeheldthe deaths of his forines and daughters with

great patience: but when he faw his wife in the hand ofthe tormentoryhe

burft forth into thefe words, (acknowledginghis faults) o LordGod, thou

art just, and and thy fudgements are right. Lastly, Phocas commanded his

headtobecut off, wholebody,withhiswivesandchildren, were caftupon

the fhore, tobe a publike fpectacle for all the peoples wherethey layupon

the ground till one ofthe enemieswhich had belonged to Mauriciu , caufed

them tobe interred. to ɔɔiz zidi to Choruszotrong A

Achaus aKing of the Lydians , was much brandedwith this vice of co-

vetoufneffe, who when he had accumulated muchriches , andthat too by

finifter meanes, not therewith contented,hee proceeded furthery and put

new andunheard oftaxes andexactions upon his fubjects ; when theyknew

his Treafury abounded with all fulneffe and plenty In hate ofwhofe ex-

treameavarice they confpired together, and made an infurtection against

him; and having furprifed him in his Palace, theyhaled him thence, and

hangedhimon a Gibbet with his heeles upward, and his head drowned in

the waters ofPactolus ; whofe ftreames (as fundry Authorswrite) are ofthe

colour ofgold, andhath name amongst the golden rivers ; anEmblemeof

his avarice, Thusyou feethis deadly finne feldomeor never efcapeswith-

out Judgement.

Neither did Iuftinianus the fecond , the fonne of Conftantinus Barbatus

efcapethe afperfion of this horridvice, hewas the laft of the ſtocke of He

raclius, a man covetous,unquiet, cruell, and unfortunate : Hehadtwo Sy-

cophantswhofurnisht his coffers, and for that weregracedbyhim with all

Imperiall power and authority ; the one Theodofius a Monke , the other

Stephanus theEmperours Chaplaine: whowas in fuchcredit with his Ma-

fter, that he durft beate,the old Empreffe, Thefetwo not onely exercifed

extortion and oppreffion amongst the Subjects, but great cruelty uponthe

Princes, Dukes, and Captaines , keepingone of them called Leontiustwo

ycares in prifon ; who after efcapingby the helpe ofthe Patriarch , was

madeEmperour , andcut off the noftrils of Iustinian , and fent himas an

Exile toCherfonefu . Which Leontius being after furpriſed by Tiberius Ap-

fimarus, he cut off his noftrils and fent him into a Monaftery. After Lufti

nian returned, being ayded bytheBulgarians , and fuprising both Leontius

and Apfimarus, hecaufed themtobe led bound throughthe Market- places

and having firſt trodupon their necks, cut offtheir heads then hee pulled

out the eyes ofCallinicus the Patriarch, and hanged up Heraclius the brother

of Apfimarus. But at whattimehe fent his Army against Chirfon , theHot

madePhilippicus BardanesEmperour, whomade all fpeed toConftantinople,

andtaking Iuftinian and his fonneTiberius from the Sanctuary, commanded

them moltmiferably tobe flaine,

Nay,even your greateſt Prelates,and in the primeft places ofEpiſcopall

dignity, have notbeene excluded fromthisgenerall finne of Avarices Mar

tinm Papawas of that gripple and penurious condition,that hecommanded

the
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theends of wax-candles left after Maffe, and the other Service , to bee

brought him hometo his Palace , to fave him light in the nights for his

houtholdandfamily. And Pontanus writes of one Agolaftus, a Pricft and

Cardinallywhothough he allowedliberally meat for his horſes , after re-

pentinghim ofthe charge, would in the night fteale privately into the fta-

ble,andtakethe provender out oftheir mangers ; which hee uſed fo long,

that being watcht by themafterofhis horfe , andknowinghim, beatehim

foundly, as ifhe had beenie a commontheefe, we

Butcontraryto thefe, Alexander the firft, Pope , was ofthat bountyand

munificence, that fcarce any meriting manbut tafted freely of his liberali-

tys who uſedto ſayunto his friends in fport , I will tell you all my for-

tunes: I wasa richBishop, I wasa poore Cardinall,and am at this prefent

abeggarlyPope.

Agreatexample of this vice of defiring to get and have, was that of

Alemaontheſon of Megadus, who when he had entertainedfomeofthe

chief Mobilityof Crafu King of Lidia in theirwayto Delphos, withgreat

humanityandcurtefie, the King loth toremain indebtedtohim, or at leaft,

not fomewayto correfpond with his bounty, invited him to hisPalace,

andhavingabundantly feaftedhim for fomedayes,whenhe was readyto de-

part andtakehis leaveof theKing, Nay (faith he) you fhall not partthus

empty-handed frommebefore youhave feen my Treaſury, and takefrom

hence as muchgoldas youareable to carry, whobeingof the cravingand

havingcondition, prefentlyprovided himselfe of largegarments, andwide

cloathes,withdeep and fpatious pockets, andthought not all fufficient, for

commingtothe Magazine, having taken thence as much as it was poffible

forhim todifpofeof in any place about him, he then filledhis mouth, and

crammed it totheveryteeth, and had conveyances in hair, and fo fweating

under thisburden, diſguiſed like a man diftracted andquite out ofhis fen-

fes,heappearedbefore the King, who when hefawhimfoeftranged from

himselfe, burst into a loud laughter, and in contempt of his covetoufneffe,

withgreat fcorne andderifion lethimdepart . Thus farHerodotme.

Neitherhaththe Femininefexe beenaltogether free from the fame afper-

fions, but moſtjuſtly taxed ; forwhen Brenn our Countriman (andbro-

therto Belinus Kingof this Land) being then Captain ofthe Gauls, be-

fieged Epbefuswith his Army, a great Lady of the City, called Dominica

fent toparle withhim, andmade acovenant, for amighty greatfum of mo-

neytobetray it into his hands , which Brennu according to the compofi-

tion entred, and after facked and fpoiled, andſtanding at one of the great

gates to receivethereward,hewilling to keep his promife, andyet inhis

heartdetefting the avariceof thewoman, caufed fomuchgold andtreaſure

to bethrownupon her,till underthehuge maffe fhewas buried alive.

Near alliedto the former is the ſtory of Tarpeia, one oftheveftall vir-

gins in Rome, who having covenanted with Sabines the enemies totheRo-

mans,tobetrayuntothem the Capital for thebracelets theywore ontheir

left arme, whichwerevery richand coftly, theywhentheywere entredand

hadpoffeffionof the place, in ftead of their bracelets and carcanets threw

uponher theirfhields andtargets worne of their left armes, and foſtifled,

Imotheredand preffedher todeath : in memoryofwhofefoul and traiterous

at groundedonCovetoufneffethe Hillwherethewas buried is called, The

TarpeianMountain, even tothis day, and this hapned inthe year of the

world2305. Euriphiles
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goldgivenherby Polinyses , betrayed her husband, and diſcovered him in

the placewherehe hadhid himfelfe, becauſehewould notgo tothe Theban

warres, becauſe it was told him bythe Oracle, that there he ſhouldaffured-

lydie, forwhich he left a ftrict charge with his fon Alemaon, that heſhould

no fooner hear of hisdeath, but he ſhould inftantly kill his mother, which

Oreftes-like he performed, and proved a Matricide to performethewillof

his deceaſed father. Thus you fee not one of these three efcaped a fearfull

judgement.

Of contrarydifpofition to thefe was the virgin Placidia daughter to the

Emperour Valentinianus and Eudofia, who neglecting all her fathers riches

and honours, abandoned the vanities of theworld, andbetookher felfe toa

devout and fequeftred life. As the like did Elburga, daughter to Edward

Kingof England (a Saxon) and had the firname of Seignior, or the elder

Edward. And if we lookno further than to this City London the Metro-

polis of theKingdom, how many pious anddevout matrons hath it yeelded

evenfromantiquityto this prefent, who have contributed largelyto the

erecting and repairing of Temples, building of Almes-houſes andHofpi-

tals,erecting ſchooles for learning,maintaining poore Minifters in preach-

ing, in giving liberally towards Halls, leaving ſtockes tofetup youngbe-

ginners, andbequeathing legacies for poor maides marriages, and theſe not

forthe prefent, but tothe end of the world. For which Godbe prailed,

anddaily increaſetheir number : but this is directly averſeto the argument

now inagitation, which is Covetoufneffe.

If it be dangerous to be rich even to him that knowes how to uſe his

wealth, howmuchmore fearfully perillous then for himthat hath abun-

dance of all worldly fortunes,andknows onlyhowto abuſethem. Cafar be-

ing in Spain, extortedgreat fummes of money moſt injuftlyfrom the Pro-

confulthere, and certain Citiesof the Lufitanians, though they neither of

fended him,norviolatedany covenant withthem,yetwhentheyfriendly fet

open theirgates to receive him as their patron and defender, he ſpoiled

theirhouſes, made feifure of their goods, and eventhe Temples ofthe

gods he facrilegioufly robbed, it being his caftometo ride Cities, not for

any fault committed, but for the certain prey expected. In the firstyear of

his Confulfhiphe ftole (forno better attribute my Author giveth it) three

thousand poundweight of gold out of the Capitol ; he moreover fold fo-

cieties, liberties, and immunities, nayeven Crownes, Scepters, and King-

domes forgold; he alfo defrauded King Ptolomeus of fix thoufand talents

at one time, inhis own nameandPompeys,before theywere at diftance."

Entropius writesthat Flavius Vespasianus was wretchedly corrupted with

this vice, andevermoregapingafter gold, who at his commingtothe Em-

pirecalled in allthofe debts and impofitions which were remitted or for

gottenbyhis predeceffour Galba, towhich he added new taxes more grie-

vous andburdenfom than rhe former, he increafed all the tributes inthe

Provinces,and infome doubled them, and for theavidity of moneywould

fit upon all triviall and common caufes, fuch with which a private man

would havebeen afhamed to have troubled himfelfes to the Canditates be

foldhonours, and tothe guilty of anynotorious act , pardons ; his cuftome

was to raiſe procurators (fuch as were the most rapacious) to great and

gainfull Offices, for noother caufe, but that whenthey were fall, he likea

fpunge

!
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fpunge might fqueeze them, by forfeiting their whole ill-gotten eſtate into

his own hands, neitherwas he afhamedto raise money out of urine, (for fo

faith Suetonius .). Thuswe feewhat amonster money can make of the moft

mighty and potent men: :

SergiusGalbawhowas Emperour in the year. of our Redemption, 71 .

Thofe Cities of Spain and France, who were most conftant to the Roman

Empire, uponthembe impofedthe moft grievous exactions and tributes ;

he rob'd the ftatue of Iupiter of hiscrown of fifteen pound weight in gold;

the fouldiers who defired the Roman Eagle and military Enfignes he deci-

mated and tyrhed , difmiffing, nine parts ; and (to fave charges) referved

the tenth onely ; the German Cohorts, appointed bythe Cafarstobethe

Guard of their bodies, as moſt intrufted next their perfons, he quite dif-

folved, and fentthem empty handed into their Countries without any re-

ward at all, hewas moreoverof that parfimony,that if at any timehe had

at his table more fare than ordinary, hewould horriblyrepine at it (forget-

tingthe ſtate of an Emperour ) and fay, that it was moneyexpended in

wafte he faid openly, for his own part he could content himselfewith a

difh of pulfe or peafe, as fufficient to content nature.

Of the like penurious difpofition was Didius Iulianus Emperour, who

madea Law called Didui lex, to reſtrain the exceffe in banqueting, who for.

his Imperiall table would makea pig, or an hare, to ferve him for three fe-

verallfuppers, whenhis dinnerwas nothing elſe but a fewolives and herbes.

Whichabftinence had been very commendable, had it been for continence

fake, and not the avaritious defire to fave money...

And AliusPertinax was of that frugality that,he would fet beforehis

guefts onely anhalfe fallad, of lettice and thiftles, two fops and a few ap-

ples, or ifhewouldexceed at any time in his diet, hewould feaft them

with a legor awingof a hen. And thefe two laft Emperours may.com-

parewith the former, who notwithſtanding all his maffe of wealthwreft-

ingly and injurioufly purchafed, was wretchedly murdered by his fouldiers

in the fixtythird year of his age, after he had reigned onely ſevenmoneths

and feven dayes,

Manyothers are for this fin alike branded, as Tiberius Cafar fucceffour

to Auguftus in the Empire. Candaulus a domefticke, fervant to Maufolus

Queen of Caria. Ochus Kingof Perfia. Cornelius Ruffinus , Valerius Baftius,

Aulus Pofthumius Albinus , Pigmalion King of Tyre, Polymnestor King of

Thrace: neither of this greedy appetite of having, could Cato Vticenfis, or

Senecathe grave and learned Philofopher acquit themfeves.

Of a quiteoppofite, condition, and meerly antipathide to thefe earth-

wormeswere Cimon the Athenian, who all the fpoiles and treaſures gained

from the enemy, freely diftributed amongst his fellow Citizens, referving

nopartor portion for his privateufe or benefit, who kept open-houſe, and

entertainment for all commers; ftrangers orothers, where theyweredayly

feafted and entertained; andwhenfoever he fawanyindigent and needyper-

fons, who labouredto their utmost power tofuftain themſelves, and their

families, but could nor do it, he fent his domeftickefervants privatelyto

relieve them with meat andmoney; he caufed moreover all the hedges, dit-

ches,and fences, tobetaken from his fields, orchyards andgardens, that the

people might freely tafte the fruits of them without any contradiction.

Whichextraordinary liberality, ( not guiltyof the fin of prodigality) Plu

tarchandLactantius muchcommend in him. And



Gods Judgements. against Covetoufnelle,

69
AndScipio firnamed Africanus (who by his warlike proweffe firſt made

Africafubjugate toRome)was neverknown at any timetodepart from the

forum, before by his bounty and benevolence, he had added fome one or

moretothenumber of his friends, who though he conquered Carthage, and

had all the rich ſpoiles thereof, yet at his death, when his cofferswere

fearched, therewere found in them but thirtythree pounds inmoney, and

two ingold, fo great was his munificence,

AndtheEmperour Nerva for the relief and fuftentation of the needy

anddecayed Citizens, disburfedat one time fixty hundredthousand pieces

of filver, and made choice of divers of the prime andmoft trufty Sena-

tourstobuy and purchafe fuch fields as were vendible, and to dividethem

amongst thepoor, according totheir prefent neceffities, aswithcloathes,

difhes, andveffels to the furnishingof their houſes, andthe reft tobe given

them in money ; nay, hemadefaleof lands and houfes of his owntomake

good totheurmoft his charitable purpofes, ( for foDionCaßius reports of

him) further, what fine, forfeit, or penalty foevercame under thenameof

Tribute he remitted, all the Cities under his Dominions afflicted with

plague or famine he relieved, girles and boyes borne of poorand needy pa-

rents he gave order to be kept and educated at the publike charge, andthis

he caufedtobe punctually performed through allthe Cities of Italy . All

this andmuch more Aurelius Victor teftifies ofhim : and thefe onely a-

mongst many other I have prefentedto your view,as a beauty and fplendor

to make the oppofite vice fhewthe more deformedand ugly' ; addingonely

this, thatevenone Nation can afford plenteous prefidents of the likeboun-

tyand liberality.

But I comenowtofhewyouwhat dreadfull murders havebeen commit-

ted throughthis grand fin of Covetoufneffe, their ftrangedifcovery ,and

the fearfull judgements that have fallen uponthe malefactours: in the rela-

ting ofwhich,Heu lacryme,I amnotable to vindicateourown Nation, for

in thetimeofQueen Elizabeth(ofbleffed memory)there dwelt in the lower

endof Cheap-fide in a place called Honey-lane, anold man and woman, the

leaft ofthem threefcore and ten yeares of age,who lived privately and kept

no fervant, and becauſethey hadfome meanes comming in yearly, and li-

vedfparinglyupon it, were imagined bythe neighbours to have good fore

of money, and ratherbecauſe the furnitureof their houfewas very neat and

handfom,and fit to entertain any reafonable guests, (though they feldom in-

vited any)and whether thisby pratinggoffips were talked ofat the conduit,

andifooverheardby fome idle raskals,who have no other trade ormeanesto

live, but robbing, ftealing, burglary, and the like ; it is not certain, but

molt true it is that in the dead of night, theirhoufeby a falfe key (or fome

other pick-locke engine) was entred, the two old people faft fleeping, mur-

dered intheirbeds, their chefts broke open, and rifled, and whatfoever was

portable, andof any value carried away, and thedoores faft fhut upon the

deadbodies: the next day they were not feenbytheir neighbours, whowon-

dred theyappearednot as they cuftomablywerewont, yet fufpected little,

but the fecondday when they foundtheir doortocontinue fhut, no noife at

in all thehoufe,noranynewes ofthem,theyknockt and rapt at the door,but

received noanswer : in the end they fent foran Officer, whowithhis aff-

ftants, forcedopen thedoores, and found inthe first room allthings out of

order, and walkingup the ftaires they might feethe chefts and trunkes wide

open,
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open, butlookingfurther towards thebed, they might eaſily diſcoverthe

good man and his wife miferablymurdered : upon which, warrants were

madefor a privy fearch, and divers taken in fufpition, but nowitneffe or

evidence could bebrought against them : at length onevagabond- like fel-

lowwas laid holdon, whobeing brought before one of the City Juftices,

and examined, couldgive noaccount of his life, andby reafonhe had been

byfome obferved to hanker two or three dayes before thereabout, hewas

upon that prefumption fent to Newgate, and the next Seffions arraigned and

byfome errour or default found in hisanfwer,"condemned and hanged, but

innocently for that crime (heaven knowes ; ) forthe malefactor after the

murder done, with his rich prifeefcaped into the Low- countries, wherehe

fetup atrade, made goodufe of his ftocke, and proved avery thrifty and

thrivingman, in fo muchthathe grewintothe knowledge and familiarity

of the Burgers , and was of good credit andcountenance amongst them, and

fo hemight havecontinued, but after fometwelveyeares aboadthere, be-

inggrown outof allknowledge and remembrance here in his own Coun-

try, he could not reft in hisbed, nor fleep quietly, but he muft needs fee

England, and made avoyage hither to that purpoſe, having noother bufi-

neffe but tobuy a piece of plate in Cheap-fide, to carry over backewith

him into theLow-countries toaGoldfmith he comes,and infome few fhops

above the Standard he cheapens a bowle, and whileft he was bargaining

about the price, it happened at the fame time a Gentleman was arrested

juft over againſt Bow-Church, who prefently drawing his fword, madean

efcape fromthe Serjeants, and ranuptowards the Croffe, the Serjeantsand

the people cried,ftop him, and all their faceswere bent that way; whichthe

murderer hearing and feeing, andnot knowingthe cauſe of their noife and

tumult, he apprehends that he is difcovered, and that this isdoneinhis

purfuit, andfobegins to takehis heeles . The people feeing him run, they

ran afterhim, (all not knowingthe originall of this uprore) theyftophim

anddemandthe cauſe of his flight, who in his great affright andterrour of

confcience faid, He wasthe man. Theyasked whatman ? he answered, the

fame man that committedfuchabloody murder fo manyyearesfince: uponwhich

hewas apprehended and committed toNewgate, arraignedby his owncon-

feffion, condemned, andhanged firft on a gibbet, and after at Mile-endin

chaines. Thus we fee how the devill never leaves his miniftersand fer-

vants, eſpecially in this horrid cafeof murder, without ſhame and judge-

ment.

Another ftrange but moſt true ftory I fhall relate of a young Gentle-

"manof good meanes and parentage brought up in Cambridge, (whofe name

forhisworshipfull kinreds fake, I am defirous to conceal ) hebeingofa

bould fpirit, and very ablebody , and much given unto riot and expence,

could not containe himfelfe within his exhibition ; but being a fellow-

commoner, lavifht much beyond his allowance to helpe which , and to

keepe his credit in the Towne, hekept a good horfe inthe ftable,and often-

times would flie out and take a purfe by the high-way ; and thus be conti-

nued a yeare,or thereabouts, without the jealoufie or fufpition ofany : At

length his quarterly meanes not being come up fromhis father , and hee

wanting money to fupply his ordinary riots , hee put himselfe intoa dif

guife, tooke horfe,and croffing New-marketHeathhe discovered a purchaſe,

a ferving-manwith a cloak-bagbehindehim ; andſpying him totravell fin-

gly
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glyand alone , he made towards him , and bid him ftand and deliver ; the

other unacquainted with that language, anſwered him, that he had but little

money, and what he had hewas loath to partwith; Then,faid the Gentle-

man thiefe,thou must fight for it ; Content,faith the other;and withall both

alight, and drew, and fell ftoutly to their bufinefles in this conflict the ho-

neft ferving-man was infortunately flain : which done,the other but fleight-

ly wounded, tooke away his cloak-bagge, and binding it behinde his owne

horfe, up and fled towards the University; and having fet up his horfe in

theTown, and carried the cloak-bagge or Portmantuan to his chamber ; he

no fooner opened it,but he found a Letter directed to him from his father:

the contents whereofwere , That hee had fent him his quarterly or halfe-

yeares allowance by his owne man a faithfull fervant , ( commended unto

himby a deare friend) whom he had lately entertained willing his fonne

tousethe man kindly for his fake which Letter when he had read, and

found the moneytold to a penny, and confidering he had kil'd his owne fa-

thers man, whom he had intreated to be uſed curteously at his hands , and

onely to take away his owne by force abroad , which hee might have had

peaceably and quietly brought home to his chamber; he grew tobe ſtrange-

ly alter'd , changing all his former mirth into adeepe melancholy. In

briefe, the robbery and murder were found and known, and theLord chiefe

Juftice Popham then riding that Circuit , (whofe neare kinfman hee was)

he was arraigned and condemned at Cambridge Affifes, though great meanes

were made for his pardon, yet none could prevaile; theJudge forgetting all

alliance, would neither commiferate his youth, nor want ofdifcretion , but

cauſed him (without refpect of perfon) tobe hanged up amongst the ordi

and commonmalefactors.nary

.

murder their

ney.

Doctor Otho Melander reports this horrible parricide to be committed The Parents

in the yeare ofGrace 1568. withinthe Saxon confines. At a place called owne naturall

Albidos, neare untothe Lyon Tower, which hath beene an ancient feat of fonne for the

the Dukes ofthat Countrey : There (faithhe) lived afather who had two lucre of mo-

fonnes , the one hee brought upto husbandry, the other in merchandiſe,

bothvery obedient and dutifull, and given to thri and good husbandry!

the Merchant traded in Lubeck , where in fewyeares hee got a very faire

eftate, and falling ficke (even in his primetrading) be made his Will, in

which hee bequeathed to his brother about the fumme of five hundred

pounds, and his father ten, anddied fome few houres after he had fetled his

eftate : But before his death he ſent to his brother to come in perfon and

receivethofe Legacies ; the father not knowinghowhehad difpofed ofhis

meanes, difpatcht his other fonnewith all ſpeed poffible to Lubeck; more

avaritious after what his fonne the Merchant had left him, then forrowing

for his death, though hee were a young man of great expectation, and ofa

mofthopefull fortune. The furviving fonnewhowas the younger arriveth

at the Citie, and having first deplored the death ofhis brother, (as nature

boundhim, and glad to heare ofhim fogreat andgood a report , he takes

out a copieoftheWill, and after receiveth his money to a farthings and

with this new ſtock (feeing what was paft ) hee joyfully returnes intobis

owne Countrey, who at his first arrivall was as gladlywelcommed by his

father and mother, who wereover-joyed to looke uponthe bagges that hee

hadbrought ; but whenby reading ofthe Willthey faw how partially the

moneywasdifpofed, in that fo little fell totheir fhare,they firft beganbit

Ggg terly
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terly to curfe the dead fonne ; and after, barbaroufly to raile onthe livings

out-facing himthat he had changed theWill, by altering the old and forg

ing a new which the innocent youth denying , and excufing himselfe by

telling them that the originall was upon record, andbythat they might be

fully fatisfied ; yet all would givethem no fatisfaction, till very wearineffe

made them give over their heavy execrations : thenthefonne offered them

whatſoever was his to difpofe of at their pleafure , which they very chur-

lifhly refuſed , and bad him take all, and the Devill give him goodwith it:

which drew teares from the fonnes paffionate eyes ; who after his bleffing

craved(butdenyed) very dolefully left them: and was nofoonerdeparted

from them , but to compaffe this money they began to devife and confult

about his death, which they concluded to be performed that night; and

when heewas fleeping in his bed, they bothfet violently and tygerlyupon

him, forcing daggers into his breaft ; fothat inforced with the agony ofthe

wounds, he opened his eyes, and fpyingbothhis parents withtheirhands

imbrued inhis bloud,hewith a loud ejaculation clamour'dout theſewords,

ortothefamefence:

Qua non Aurum hominem cogis ? quænonmalafuades?

InNatos etiamftringereferra Lubes?

That is , O Gold ! to what doft thou not compell man ? to what evils

doft thou not perfwade? are not theſe fufficient , but muft thou cauſe pa-

rents to fheath their weapons in their ownebowels their children ? which

words were uttered with fuch a loudand fhrill fhreeke, that it washeardby

the neighbours ; who ftarting out of their beds , and breaking openthe

doores, foundthem in the very act before thebodywas cold,for whichthey

were apprehended and laid in prifon, fettered withheavy chaines ; and after

being condemned , the morning before the execution the father ftrangled

himselfe, and the mother was carriedbythe Devill both out oftheTower

and Dungeon, and herbody found dead in a muddy ditch , with her necke

broken afunder.

Sorry I am that I can paralell this inhumanity ( arifing from the infa-

tiate defire ofGold) out ofour owne Countrey; thus it hapned : AnInne-

keeper in a knowne City ofthis Kingdome,whofewifewas living, andthey

having betwixt them loft one onely fonne, and a fole daughter ; the fonne

he made meanes to be put to an East-India Merchant, who imployehimto

Sea, and to trade and traffick in that Countrey, where he ftayed long, (fome

tenyeares orthereabout) infomuch that therewas great doubt ofhis life ;

and to his parents and friends it was credibly reported that he was dead,and

thereforethey gave over the care for himdead, to provide for the daughter

living; and at convenient age provided her ofan husband, and gave her a

competent portion, fo that theyoung couple lived well and thriftilytoge-

ther inthe Countrey, fome two miles diftant from their fathers houfe: In

this interim the Climate had much changed the young mans complexion,

who being but a beardleffe ftriplingwhen hee went his voyage , after ten

yeares was growne hairy and a full man , and might be easily out ofknow-

ledge; whoreturning into Englandwith a goodflocke, as having thebeſt

part ofa thouſand markes in his purfe, after he had diſpatched his bufineffe

hereaboutthe Towne, he had a great minde to travell downeintotheCoun-

trey,
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trey, to fee howthe good old folke his father and mother did and having

truft uphis money in a portmantuan, he provided himselfof a good Nag,

and faftning it fafebehindehim,andbeingwell accommodated for bisjour

ney,he fet forward, and in few dayes fped him fo well, that he camewithin

fome fix or feven miles ofhis fathers ; but allthewayas he was travelling

alone, he was meditatingwithhimfelfe,that his father and his motherwere

growncaged, andhe wasnow as willing as able to furnish them in anyne

ceffities whatfoever; or if his fifter were living and unmarried , hee had

wherewithall to give her a fufficient portion , to fee her well beftowed !

and thefewere his true filialland fraternall conceptions, to depart liberally

ofwhat he had unto them. Hefurther apprehended, that becauſe everybo

dy tels me, that knew meinmy minority, am fo altered and growne out of

knowledge, I will conceale my felfe dothe first; that when after I ſhall

openand difcover myfelfe to them , Idhalt finde themore kinde and lo

vingwelcome at their hands. By this time comming to the next thorow.

fare Towne, intheway tothe Citie healighted, and called for wine, and

the hoft tokeepe himcompany; ofwhom he demanded earlieſtly iffuch a

man were in health ? andhow his wife fared who answered,theywere paf-

fingwell, and able to live in verygood and fashionable manner? Then de

manded he oftheir daughter, andwhat was become of her ? who replyed,

that ſhe was honeftly marriedto athrifty and carefull husband and that the

lived in the next village juft in hisway tothe Cities of all which being

exceedinglyjoyfull, heetooke horfe againe, and found the housewhere his

fifter lived; whofe husband being from home, after fome difcourfe paft

betwixt them, and the ingeniously confeffing tohim that he was a ftranger,

andnowayknowne to her,he at length toldherwhat hewas, (her brother),

whomtheyfuppofed tobeedead; withall the fucceffe of his fortunes at

which,whenby circumftance thefoundtrue, fhewas extreamely extafied,

and first would have him to alight and ftaytill her husband came home

whichhewouldnotby any meanesdoe; then thewould have accompanied

him to her fathers but he would yeeld to neither, telling her his conceit ;

bow he meant to carryhimfelfetothe two old people, intreating her of all

loves,toconceale his commingfor adayortwo,and then to come and aske

for him attheir fathers , where the thould finde what welcome hee would

give her towhich (thoughunwilling) fhe affented, and he rid forward, and

an houre beforefunnie-fet,cameto his fathers Inne, and calling to the hoſt-

ler, badhim to take offhis port-mantuan,and aftertowalkehis horfewell,

andthen put himintothe ftable ; and then he called for mine hoſt,who pre-

fently appeared like a joviall old lad ; bee called then for his hofteffe, and

gaveher the port-mantuan, faying to her, good hofteffe, laythis up till I

call for it, for here is that whichIhope will makeus all merry: then hee

defired to have the best chamber in the house, andbefpake fupper , telling

them he was alone, and defiredthem both to keepe him company ; yet all

thiswhile they not fo much as fufpectedwhat hewas and whileft he was

gone into the ftable to fee his horfe , the woman feelingwhat weight the

port-mantuan had, told her husband , and the Devill preſently put it into

their mindes to murderthe ftranger for his money: fupper-time came,

andthey accompaniedhim,much difcourfe at randome paft amongst them,

but covetoufneffe and the Devill fo blinded their eyes , that all this while

they knewhim not : After fupper they tooke their leaves , to plot what
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theybeforehad apprehended : Tobed he went,andin the dead ofnight they

bothentred his chamber,and murdered him fleepings thenthey conveyed

hisbody into a backe placeandburied it , his horfe they tooke out ofthe

ſtable,wafht the bloudout the chamber, and shifted anew bed in the place,

fo that all things werehandfome,as ifnothing hadbeene. Inthe morning

whenthey thought theworſt had beene paft, comes the fifter withher huf-

band, he askes for fuch a franger, they ftifly deny that any fuch lodged

there; whichthey did fo conftantly, that the entreated them not tokeepe

her owne brother and their fonne from her, whowas comeout ofthe Indies

with fuch a fumme of money, to relieve all their neceffities : at firft they

arebothftrooke filent, but queftioningher further, whenby all circumftan-

ces what foever the faid, theyfound it tobetrue, notable longer tocontaine

themfelves, theyfell intoa loudexclamation, weeping, and wringingtheir

hands. Briefly,forthis theywerebothpublickly executed, and the ftrange

neffe of the accidentby allthatheard ir, admired. i 1

I have read ftrange reports concerning the deathofgratingUfurers, who

thoughbytheir brokingexactions, and corrodingoppreffions,doe not vifi-

blyimbrue their hands in thebloudof the indigent and needy; yet bytheir

horrible extortions have putthemto more lingering andtorturing deaths , as

to ftarve, famiſh, andperifh, riot beggering privateperfonswhoare compel-

ledto comewithintheirgripingclutches only,but annihilatingandundoing

ofwholefamilies andhoufholds at once: I haveheard ofone ofthofe earth-

wormes, whodyingofa fuddaine appoplex, his Executorswith hiswife, de

fired to havehisbody diffected and opened, that theymightknow certainly

ofwhat difeafe he died; one givingoutone caufe, a fecond another;andto

fatisfie that doubt, whenthe Surgeon cametoufe his Art, and had fearcht

himthorowly, he found all his entrayles ingood order , onelyhis heartwas

wanting, at which all the spectators were amazed, andalmoft ftupified , as

holding it tobe prodigious 3 till at length one of the neighbours (pleafant-

ly conceited) andbeing well acquainted with his having difpofition , you

had beft (faid he) to looke for his heart in his great bar'd cheft, for there it

was ever inhis life , and whynot nowinhisdeath ; which though jeftingly

fpoke, theExecutors tooke in carneft , and caufingthe cheft to be opened,

they found it pantingupon his treaſure. This (whethertrue or no) yet fure

I am that it is a juft taxation conferredupon Extortioners and Ufurers.

Doctor Melander puts me inminde ofanother ofthe like, (ifnot worfe

condition) whobeingborne towards his grave, was interpofed byadevour

man, whobyreaſon of his cruell and abhominable extortions, denied him

the right of Chriftian buriall : which feeing they could not obtaine, as of

cuftome and prefident , they (I meane his wifeand friends) offered a large

fumme ofmoney to have him buried , if it were but in any corner of the

Church-yard, but the Paftor would be neithermovedbyprayers orbribes,

but alleadgingthat hewho lived his whole life-timeworfe thenany
Turke,

Heathen, or Infidell, ought not in death to have thofe folemne rights be-

longing to a Chriftian ; and therefore ftopt his eares to whatſoever they

could alleadge in his behalfe : at length, after long debating the matter, it

was concluded betwixt thetwo parties, that a Cart andtwo Oxen fhouldbe

provided, and the Coffintobe put intothe Cart, and to what place foever

the Beaſts ſhould carryhim (without guide) there ſhould his place ofbu-

riall be : well, the Oxen were put into the Cart, andthe body in it , who

went
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went theirway of their owne accord out at the Townes end , and then for-

ward, juſt tothe common execution place, where they made a ſtand , and

could not by any violence bee compelled any further , and there his grave

was digged and he buried ; a place due to all that generation of vipers.

Sic Deus eventu mirando oftendit in orbe

Vfura quantum, fit fcelus atque nephas.

God bythe event, thus fhewes them what to truft,

Whatbafe ufeis ; how perjur'd and unjuſt.

no

I willonely adde a third from thebefore-named Author , who (if pof-

fible) exceeding the other in his foenatory exactions, fell into an extreame

agonyoffickneffe, whichgrew defperate and mortall ; fo that therewas

helpe to beexpected from Phyfitians or others, but that needs he muſt die:

which his wife perceiving , cameweeping unto him, and humbly befought

him to make his Will ; and as to provide a place for his foule in Heaven,

fowithall to fettle his eftate upon earth:to which he feemed very unwilling;

but
upon hergreat

importunity

hee called
for pen , inke, and pape , and

;

writ withhis ownehand as followeth: Imprimis, I bequeathmyfoule tothe

Devill, who as in life he ever had it in keeping, fo in death it is fit that he,

and hee onely, ſhould take it to his charge: which his wife hearing, fhee

grew greatly aftonifhed , and befought him, that fince hee had no care of

himfelfe, that hee would have fome refpect ofher, byknowingwhat fhee

fhould truft to after his death : when ftraitway he writ farther And

thou wife alfo fhalt goc with meto Hell , who haft beene conſcious ofall

my fraudulencies, crafts, and cozenages , being partly to maintaine thy

pride and gay cloathes, and haft mademe rob the Orphant ofhis coat , and

the Widdowofher garment, to helpe thy fuperfluity. Then the thinking

him diftracted , and quite outofhis fenfes, fent prefently to the Parfon of

the Parth to give him fomeghoftly inftructions for his foules health; ad-

ding in the conclufion, that he hoped he would not forget him in his Will:

at whichwords he tooke pen, andwrit againe as followeth. Item, andthou

O Parfon fhalt beare us company to the infernalf torments below ; for

knowing ofall my wicked and injuft proceedings , thou waft fo farre from

reprovingthem , that thou didst rather fmooth meup in my finnes , and

connive at my delinquencies, onely to be welcome at myhouſe, and eatefat

bits at my table; for fuch are the juftjudgments denounced against us.

His moritur dictis, fubito Vir, Paftor, & vxor

Abrepti, ardentes ad Phlegetoniis aquas.

Thus Englished,

小 This faid, the Man, the Parfon, Wife, all three

Died, and were borne to Hell immediately.

"

to nibayawIW

Salomon faith, Prov.11.3 . The uprightneffe ofthe luftfball guidethem, but

the frowardne fe of the Tranfgreffors shall destroy them. Riches availe not in the

day of wrath, but righteoufneffe deliverethfrom death. Andofthe hatefulneffe

and contemptible eftimation ofufury amongſt good men , we may reade

CatoMajor intheProem to his booke De ve Ruftica, thus : Majores noftri fic
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76 habuere,&itain Legibuspofuere. Farem dapli condemnari, Faneratoremqua.

drupli : Our Anceſtors held this pofition, and put it amongst their Lawes,

that the mulet or penalty impofed on a Theefe fhould be double, but ofan

Ufurer foure-fold. And Cicero offic. lib. 2. hath thefe words : When it

was demanded of Cato Major, what was moft conducent and neceffary in a

private family? he answered, Tofeedwell being askt what was the fecond?

he faid, Tofeedwell,and enough: being askt what was thethird? he replyed,

Tobewell cloathed : being askt the fourth, he returned anſwer , To plow and

till the earth : laftly, being askt what it was tobean Ufurer ? he replyed,

Evenfo much as to be a Murderer. They that will be further fatisfied con-

cerning this Argument , I referre them to Mart. Schipperus in ſpecule vita

aulica, adTomum Germanicumfextum D. Lutheri, D.Mufculum in Pfalm. 15.

Benedict , Aretius in Problem . Iohannes Fulgent. Baptist, in Pfalm. 15. And

Gerhardus,Lorichius, Hadumarius, in Inftitutione Catholica,& .

CHAP. VI.

Gods Iudgements againſt Luſt.

His finne is by fome defined tobe a lafcivious petulan-

cie, an inordinate ufe of pleafures and delights , or an

over-doing profufeneffe,either in curiofity ofapparrell

or fuperfluity in feafting others call it a concupi-

fcence ofprovingunlawfull pleafures, a defire of copu-

lation above meaſure, or againſt reafon ; it is alſo a fo-

lution or diffolving into voluptuoufneffe , and bythe

LawofGod is condemned : as Marke 7. 21. For from within, even out

of theheart of men proceed evill thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur-

ders,thefts, covetounelle, wickedneffe deceit, uncleanneffe, a wicked eye,

backbiting, pride foolishneffe, all theſe evils come from within , and defile

a man, 8cc. Rom . 13.12 . The night is paſt,and the day is at hand , let us

therefore caft away the workesof darkneffe,and let us put on the armour of

light, fo that wewalke honeftly as in the day; not in gluttonyand drunken-

neffe, neither in chambering and wantonneffe,&c. Corinth. 2. 12. 21. 1

feare leaft when I come againemy God fhallabafe meamongſtyou , and I

ſhall bewailemanyofthem which have finned already, and have not repen-

ted them ofthe uncleanneffe, and fornication, and wantonneffe whichthey

havecommitted. Ephef.4.19. Whichbeing paft feelinghave giventhem-

felves unto wantonneffe, and to worke all uncleanneffe. 2 Peter 2. 18. For

in fpeaking fwellingwords ofvanity,theybeguile withwantonneffe through

the lufts of the flesh, them that were cleane eſcaped fromthofe which were

wrapped in errour ; promifing them liberty , andare themſelves the fer-

vants ofcorruption. Andagaine , 1 Peter,4 . 3. For it is fufficient that we

have spent the time paft of our life after the lufts ofthe Gentiles,walkingin

wantonneffe, luft, drunkenneffe ; in gluttony, drinking, and abhominable I-

dolatry: wherein it feemethtothem ftrange, that you runne not withthem

into the fame exceffe ofriot ;therefore fpeake they evill ofyou, &c.

There is alfo Fornicatio , differing in fome kinde fromtheformer , and

this
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this includeth all unlawfull copulation, or illicite congreffion , in any tye

ofwedlock, confanguinity, affinity, order, religion,or vow : andthis istwo-

fould , fpirituall and corporall, or carnall's that fpirituall is meere Idolatry,

fo hatefullto God, and fo often forbid in the holyText, which is attended

by infidelity, and every hurtfull fuperftition : It includes alfo the luft of

the eye, withthe confent of the minde, according to that Text, Whosoever

fballlooke upon awomanandluſt after her,&c. All uncleane pollution is cal-

led carnall fornication, and that which is called fimplex, or fimple, is Soluti,

cum foluta, anda moft mortall finne, and provokeththewrath of the Lord :

Dent. 22. 23. Ifamaidbe betrothed to an husband, and aman finde her in the

Towne and lie with her, then youſhall bring them both out unto thegates ofthe

fame Citie, and ballftone them withftones to death the maidebecause she cryed

not, beingin the Citie ; and theman, becauſe be humbledhis neighbours wife : fo

thonfbaltput away evillfrom amongyou, Ecclef. 19. 2. Wine andwomen leade

wife men out oftheway, and put men ofunderſtanding to reproofe; and hee that

accompanieth adulterersfball become impotent : rottenneſſe andwormesshallhave

him toheritage, andhe that is boldfhall be taken awayand be made an example,

Jerem. 6. and 7. How should Ispare thee for this ? thy children haveforſaken

me, andfworneby them that are no gods . Though I fedthem full , yet theycom-

mittedadultery,andaffembled themselves by companies in the harlots houses : they

roseupin the morning like fedhorses, for every one neigbedafter his neighbours

wife; ShallI not vifit for theſe things,faith the Lord? shall not myfoule be aven-

ged onfachaNation as this ? Hofea 4. 10. For they shall eate and not have

enough, they shall commit adultery andſhall not increase,becauſe they have left off

to take beed of the Lord : whoredome, and wine, and new wine, take aw
away thine

heart . Againe, Verf. 14. I willnot vifit your daughters when they are harlots,

northeirfponfeswhen they arewhores, for they themselves are separatedwithhar-

lots, and facrifice with whores,therefore thepeople thatdoth not understand fhall

fall. Cor.6.The fornicatour ſhall not inherit the Kingdom ofHeaven. Hebr.3.

Northe fornicatours and adulterers.

Adulterium,or Adultery the Greekes call The Hebrews Nimph;

and it is twofold, Spirituall and Carnall : that which is called fpirituall is

metaphoricall, includingevery fin committedbya Chriftian man, becauſe

every Chriſtian foul is contracted to Chrift the Husband. That which is

called carnall, is either fimple or fingle, when buttheone party is married

or double,whenbothare inthe matrimoniall or conjugall tie:and all oftheſe

arecondemned in the holy Text, Gen.20.3 . God came to Abimelech in à

dream bynight, and faidunto him, Behold, thou art but dead,because of the wo

man (Sarah) whom thou hast taken ; for ſhe is a mans wife. Now thendeliver

the man his wife again , for he is a Prophet, and he shall pray for thee,that thou

mayst live: but if thou deliver her not again, be ſure that thou shalt diethe

death, eventhouandall that thou hast. Lev.20.10. And the man that com-

mitteth adultery with another mans wife, becauſe he hath committedadultery with

anothermanswife,theadulterer and the adultereffe fhall die the death.Lov.5.206

Butif thou hast turnedfrom thine husband, andfo art defiled, andſomeman hath

lien with thee befides thine husband, then the Priestfhall charge thewomanwith

anoathofcurfing, andthePriest fballfayunto the woman, TheLordmake thee to

beaccurfedand detestable for the oath among the people, andthe Lord caufe thy

thighto rot, andthy bellytoswell. verfe 28. When ye have made her drinkethe

water (ifthebe defited, andhavetranfgreffedagainst her husband) thenfhallthe

curſed
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curfedwater (turned into bitterneſſe) enter into her, and her belly (ballswell, and:

herthigh fhall rot , andthe woman shall be accursed amongst thepeople . Prov.6.

32. He that committeth adultery with a woman is destitute of understanding,

he that doth it destroyeth his ownfoul,heshall finde awoundanddiſhonour, and hist

reproachshallnever be put away. Again, 30.18 . There be three things hidfrom

me ; yea, four that I know not: The way of an Eagle in the air, the way of aSer-

pent upon astone, the way of aship in the midst ofthe ſea, andthe way of aman

witha maid. Such is theway alfo of an adulterous woman, fhe eatethandwiperh

hermouth, and faith, I have not committed iniquity. Ecclef.23.22 . Andibus.

fhallit gowith every wife that leaveth her husband, andgetteth inheritance by

another : forfirst, he hath disobeyed the law of the most High : and fecondly,

fhe hath trepaffed against her own husband : andthirdly, he hath playedthe

whore in adultery, andgotten her children by anotherman, heshallbe brought in-

to the congregation, and examination fhall be made of her children, her children

Shall not take root, andher branches ballbring no fruit, afhamefull reproach ſhall

Sheleave, andherreproachſhall not beput out, &c. Wifd.3.16. The children of

adulterers fhallnot be partakers ofthe holy things, andthe feed of the wickedshall

be rootedout, andthough they live long, yetshall they be nothing regarded, and

their last age fhall be without honour, if they die hastily they have no helpe,neither

comfort in the day of trialls ,for horrible is the end ofthe wicked generation.

Again 4.3 . The multitude of the ungodly which abound in children, is unprofi-

table,andthe bastard plants hall take no deeproots , nor layanyfastfoundation ::

forthoughthey budforthinthe branches foratime, yet they ſhall beſhakenwith

the winde, for theystand not faste, andthroughthe vehemency ofthe winde they

Shall be rootedout, for the imperfect branches ſhall be broken , and theirfruit shall

beunprofitable, and fower to eat, and meet fornothing, for all the children that

are borne of thewicked bed fhall bewitneffe of the wickedneffe against theparents.

when they be asked. And what more terrible judgements than theſecanbe.

threatned against the Adulterers.

Let us now hear the Fathers : this is Saint Austins counfell, De verbo

Dom.tract.48 . If youwill marrywives, keep your felves unto them, andlet

them finde you the fame youdefire to finde them ? What is he defirous to

marry, andwould not be coupledto a chaftewife? Or if a virgin, onethat

isuntoucht ? Bethou alſo chaſte and untoucht. Doft thou defire one tobe

conftant andpuretothee? Be conftant and pure to her's for can fhe prove

fo tothee, and not thou alfo to her ? Saint Chrifustome, Hom.3. As that

Pilotwhich fuffers his fhip tobewracked in a port or harbour is inexcufa-

ble, fohe that to qualifie the lufts of the flefh fhall lawfully take a ſpouſeto

livewithall for better and for worfe, and fhall after infidiate the bedof his

neigbour; neither can that man whofe wanton eyes and petulant fancies

wander after every loofe proftitute or ftrumpet, either acquit himfelfe

to men, or excufe himfelfe towards God, although he fhall ten thousand

times alleadge his naturall inclination to pleaſure: orhow can that properly

be called pleaſure, which is waitedonby fear,diffidence, danger, andwhere

there is expectation of fomanyevils : accufation the feat or the tribunall of

juftice, and the ire andwrathofthe Judge, he ftands in dread of allthings,

fhadowes, walls, ftones, graves, neighbours, adverfaries, nay even his dear-

reft friends. But be it granted, that their guiltbe private, and knownonely

tothe delinquents, they are not therefore fafe, here fhall they bear a con

fcience even reproving, and fuggefting bitter and fearfull things against

them,
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them ?and the confciencetobe alwayes about them. For as noman can f

hìm, ſo none can evadeor avoid thefentefice of that private Court, forthis

judicatory ſenſe is notwithgold tobe corrupted, with flattery mitigated,

norbyfriends mediated, in regard re is a thing divine, andby Godhim-

felfe placedand appointed tohave refidence in our hearts. Saint Ambrofe

de Patriarchis, in fpeaking of the Patriarchs, Abraham and Facob, and of

their multiplicityof wives, he in excufe of them faith, that Abraham was

beforeeither the Law of the Gofpell, and in his time Bigamy was not for-

bidden. Nowthe puniſhment of a fault grewfromthe time of the Law, for

itwasnot crime before it was inhibited and forbids fo Iacob had four

wives, whichwhileft it was a cuftom wasnocrime,whoas theyfharried hot

meerly for concupifcence, andtofulfill the luftfull defires of the flesh, but

rather inftigatedbyprovidence tothe propagation of iffues therefore let

noman flatterhimfelfebymakingthem their prefident, forall adultery is

damnable, &c. bryoq yd notvol yıaP

1

Hofes the fan of Teboobanan in that Bookwhich theHebrews ftile Capitula

vel apothegmata, hath this faying, the time which a man fpends in multi-

plyingwords with a woman, he lofeth to his great damages for at length

with her petulancy fhe will bringhim to perdition. AndRabbi Azibafaith,

Laughter, and thelight andunconftant movingofthe head, eafily convince

a man of loofneffe and effeminacy. AndRabbiben Syrafaith, Forthe fake

of beautifullwomen the ftrongeſt have fallen, and many have perished ;

therefore hide thine eyes from the allurements of a fair woman, left the

catch thee in her fnare, andthou become her captive, tothydeluuction.

Dionyfiusthe elder (thoughotherwifeaTyrant)when hebycomplaint made

Had underſtoodhis fontowhofecharge he had committed the government

of a Province, to have ſtupratedthe wife of anoble youngGentleman, he

ſent for him, and beingexceeding angry, demanded of him, if he had feen

anyfuch prefident in his father.Towhom he replied,Many,for he hadnot a

Kingto his father. Northou, faid Dionyfus,art likelyto havea Kingtothy

fon, if thou followeft thefe lewdand luxurious courles. The Tyrant hold

ing Adultery a crime worthy to difinherit him from all regall Authority

which is now made no morethan a fport and paltime amongſt great ones :

for Syllafirmamed Faustus, the freed man of Sylla the great competitour

against Marius, hearing that his naturall fifter had entertained two Adul-

terers into her ſervice at once, which were Fulvius Fullo andPomponius

whofe firnamewas Macula, he put it off with a jeft upon their names,

tits

Miror (inquit) fororemmeam maculam habere cum fullonem habet : that is,

wonder my fifter fhouldhave a macula, orwearany fpot or ftain,when the

hath a fullo, a fuller, that waſheth andtaketh out ftaines ſtill fo near her.

17

There is alſo ſcortation, of Stortum awhore,which the Greekes call

and ,is Scortari,the Hebrews Zonach.To thiscapitall head of luft like-

wife belongeth inceft,which is a venereall abufe in Affinityand confangui-

ty,which for theſe reafons maybefaid juftlyto be prohibited, becauſe man

naturally acknowledgeth an honour tohis parents, and fobyconfequence a

more than common refpect to thofe of his near blood and alliance. Se-

condly, becauſe it is neceffitous, that perfons arifing from one root and

ftem be mutually converfant. Thirdly, it hindereth the increafe of friends ,

whichare loft by not marrying into other ſtockes and families. Laftly,

whenaman naturally loveth his fifter of coufin-germine, being foneer to

7
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him in blood, if that venereall ardorwhich comes fromcommixtion were

added, lovewould breakout into raging luft, which is altogether repug-

nant toall modeſty and chastity. There is alfo Sodomia, Turpitudoinmafcu-

lum facta, contranaturam ofwhich to fpeak I will be very fparing. Thus

youfee the fixthof thefevenheads af the Beaſt, diffected and anatomifed :

But I comenowto Hiftory and Example.' 10

Cateline that firebrand of Rome, and peftilent incendiary of all fedition,

to adde to all his other criminalland capitallmalefactions, which were in-

deedbeyondprefident, or fince his time, by any ofthemoſt notoriousruf-

fians, thatthe later ages have bred, if imitated, yet fcarceequalled, and

therefore much leffe exceeded: this Arch villain (Ifay) to all hisother

wickedactsaddedalfothefe of Adultery and Inceft : he was infamous for

his manyftuprations withanoblevirgin of Rome ; he raped alfo one of the

Vestals or priests of Vesta; and further, to enjoy the embraces ofAurelia

Arestilla, hetook away herfonbypoyfon, becaufe beinggrownto maturity

andyeares of difcretion , heoppofed his mothers fecond nuptials, which

was in thofe dayes held to be immodeſty amongst the noblest matrons of

Romes andthus Salustius and Valeriu report of him, Calius cap.30.lib.8.

reports,that Bagoas the Eunuchwas much indeared to Alexander the great,

for noothercaufebut that therewas fomebrutish and unnaturall congreffe

betwixtthem ; therefore when Orfines a noble Perfian cametofeele

xander, and prefented to him,and to them of his choice and intimate

friends,manygreat and richgifts,but gave toBags not fomuchasthe leaft

honour or refpect , beingaskedthe reafon thereof,hemadeanfwer, I owe

unto Alexanderandhis friends all the duty and reverence thatcanbeex-

pectect fromatrue loyall and faithfull heart, but toawhoreor ftrumpet

fuchas Baguas is, tohim I acknowledge not fomuchas the leaft noticetobe

taken that fuch awretched fellow lives....

Of the luftsand intemperances of Augustus, Iulius, Tiberius, Heliogaba

Lue, Caligula,Commodus, Domitian, Proculus, andothers, I have fufficiently

fpoken before : which fhewed, as theRoman Emperours exceeded in ftate,

power and majefty, fomoft ofthemmaculated and poluted their highand

facred callingwiththemoſt bafe effeminacies and fordidft luxuries that the

heart could conceive, or the fancy of man apprehend. Neither havethey

alone beenguiltyof thefenotorious crimes andvices, but all Nations have

been taintedwiththe like impurities, whichhathbeen the depopulation of

famous Cities, the ruines of Kingdomes, the removing of Monarchies ,

from onepeopleand language to another, when feldom any Conquerour

from any Nationbrought home their victory without their vices, ofwhich

therebe frequent examples. The Babylonians werethe first that ufurpedthe

name ofa Monarchy; the MedesandPerfanswrefted it from them; the Gre-

cianswan it from the former ; and laftlythe Romans from the Grecians, who

as they learned of them Gracari, todrinke hard, foMechari, to ftuprate and

adulterate; and as theyufed their Dominion, andtyranny, governingthem

by fubftitutes, and præfects, and proconfuls, and the like ; fowiththeir

power theybrought in their prodigalities, riots, feaftings, rapes, adulte-

ries, ftuprations, fcortations, fornications, even to abhominations above

nature,too immodeft to fpeak,then by confequent, too devilliſh to act.But

from generalities I come to particulars.

Gemelius Tribunitius, thoughhewere one of the Patricians family, anda

Nobleman
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Noblemanof Rome,yet wasfodegenerate in his condition, thatof his own

houſe he made a Brothell or Stewes, where amongst others werevitiated

-Mutia and Fulvia, two illuftrious women, andof efpeciall remarke inthe

City,witha noble youth called Saturninus, who was polluted and defiled

againſt nature : but as fome reportof the mafterof the family, his houfe

was after accidentally fet onfire, and he himselfe added part of the fewell

to the flame. And in thiskindeofpunishment luft maybe faid, (andnotal-

together unproperly) to be quenched with fire. Calius reports of Dionyfius

junior, that comming intothe City of Locris, where he had the entertain-

mentbelongingto a Princeof his eftateand quality, but the Town abound-

ingwith fair and beautifull virgins, he could not bridle his exorbitant appe-

tite, butfomehecourtedwithfair words, othersbribedwith richgifts, and

fuch as hecouldwin tohis infatiate defires by neither, he committedvio-

lence upontheir perfons, infomuch that divers of thenobleft maidenswere

byhim vitiated and corrupted, whichthey not having patience toendure)

made an infurrection against him, and havingfirſt diſpatched his Guard, to

whom he moſt truſted, they feiled upon his perfon, and put him to great

maceration and torment : for, binding him to a fake, theythruft fharpe

needles betwixt the nailes and fleſhof his toes and fingers , and when he had

endured as well the taunts of their tongues, as theexquifite tortures oftheir

engines, they put him to death, and after having dried his bones, pouned

them toduft in a morter : and fuchwasthe rewardof his brutifh andbeaftly

luxury:towhom I will adde Zufiusthe nephewto Mariusbythe fifters fide,

who for offering a prepofterous carriage of luft to Trebominus a youngman

of an excellent afpect and feature, and withall of a civill and modeft car-

riage, (by profeffion a Souldier) was flain by him in his tent, notwith-

ftandingthegreatneffe of his alliance andkinred, of whichhe prefumed fo

far, that eventhe moſt abhominable evils bythemcountenanced, mightbe

held lawfull. Andbythe like encouragement, namely the impurity ofthe

times,Sotodes theobscene Fambickewritercompofed hisverfes in that ſtrain,

as favouring nothing but Pathicke and Cinedicke venery ; abhorred by all

modeft and chafte eares and eyes ; infomuch that of themgrew a proverbe,

If any mansworkes tafted of ribaldry or obfcenity, it was called Sotadicum

poëma:and of him Politianus fpeakes in his Natricia.

The Corinthians were extremely taxed with this incontinence, for it is

faid of them, that they proſtituted their wives anddaughters for gain, and

hencegrewaproverbe, Non curvis homini contingit adireCorinthum; It is not

for every manto goto Corinth, they pay fo dear for their pleaſure. The

Babylonians, Tyrrhenians , and Maffagelans were alfogreatly contaminated

withthisvice, abufing theirbodies in that monftrous fort, that they were

faid, rather to live like beafts than men. It is a fin which compelleth men

neitherto have care of their owngoodnames, nor of their poſteritywhich

Thall come afterthem ; andtherefore Draco the famous Law-giver writ fo

bitterly againſtthis concupifcence, that he is faid, rather than tohavedrawn

them in inke, to have infcribed them in blood : and no wonder if hewere

foauftereand fupercilious againſt it;when it inforcethusto covet above our

power, to act beyondour Itrength, andtodiebeforeourtime. One defineth

it thus, anenemyto thepurfe, afoc tothe perfon, a canket tothe minde, a

corrafivetothe confcience,aweakner of thewit, a befotter of the fenfe, and

a mortall enemy tothewholebody ; it fweetnethwith pleafureto the path

of
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of perdition, and is the loadſtone leading and guiding to ruth and ruine,

(fo far Pliny.) Demonax termes it, a pleaſure bought with pain, adelight

hatchedwith unquiet, a contentment accompanied with fear, anda fin fi-

niſhed withforrow, by continuance itgrowes to impudence, and ſhame,

and infamy continuallywaites at the beeles thereof.

For further inftance, one Hostins a Princewho lived in the time of An-

gustusCafar, was a man of a moft perdit obfceneneffe, practifed in that ſu-

perlative degree of filthineffe, that ſcarce any age could produce a prodegy

to paralellhim, modeftywill not fuffer meto givethem name. AndTegil-

linus (according to Tacitus lib.17 . ) was aman of a moftcorrupted life, who

foothed and humoured Nero in all his ribaldries, his firnamewas Othonius,

bywhofe flatteryand calumny many a noble Romanwas put to death: and

whenOthowho fucceeded Nero, came towear the Imperiall purple, and to

be inftated Emperour, he fent (amongst other malefactours) forhim, to

fuffer as a putrified and corrupt member of the State, and whentheexecu

tionerwithother lictors and officers cameto furpriſehim in his houfe, they

found him drinking and rioting amongſt his catamites and harlots, where

without limiting anytime either to fettle his eftate, or to take leave of any

of his friends, hewas inftantly flain, and his wounded body caft into the

open ſtreets. Craffus the richest ofthe Roman fathers, after the death of

oneof his brothers, married his wife, bywhomhehad many children. And

Surinus the wealthiest and most potent of the Parthians next totheKing,

had in his tents two hundred concubines at one time. And Xerxes King of

Perfiawas fogiven over to all licentioufneffe and luxury, that he hired pur-

fuivants, and kept Curfors and meffengers in pay to inquire and finde out

men who could devife new wayes of voluptuoufneffe, and to themgave

great rewards, for fo Valerius Maximus reports of him. AndPolateranas

remembers us of one Vgutius a Florentine Prince, whowas flain of his Ci-

tizens andSubjects for ftuprating their wives, andvitiating their virgins.

Thus feldom wefee thisvice to gounpuniſhed.

Nor is it particular to the mafculine fex, as the fole provocatours hereof,

butwomenhave beenequally and alike guilty. Wereade in Genefis of Po-

tipharswife, whofolicited Iofephto her adulterate embraces, whobecauſehe

refuſed to commit fuch villany, and to offend both God and his maſter, ſhe

accuſed himtohis Lord, that hewouldhave done to her violence, forwhich

helaytwoyears in prifon. But from prophane Hiftories we have many

examples. For lulia Agrippina the mother of Nero was faid to have unlaw-

full congreffewith Domitian, for fo Iuvenalfaith : naymore, after feafling

and banqueting, inthe heat ofher cups, when the withher fonwere toge-

ther toptwithwine,theycommonly used inceftuous confociety:the conclu-

fionofwhich impious luft was, that the fon in the end having caufedhis

mother tobe flain, commanded herbodyto be diffected, and ript openbe-

forehis face, as longing to fee the bedwhereinhelaywhen hewasanun-

borne infant. Shewas the daughter to Germanicus, fifter to Caligula, the

wife first of Domitius , after of Clodius whomthe poyfoned , fornoother

caufe butto make Neroher fon Emperour : and you hearhowwellhe re-

quitedher. A chicken of the fame brood was Meffalina the daughterof

Meffala, andthe wife and Empreffe of Claudius Cafar, awomanofamoft

infatiate luft, whoſe cuſtomewas to difguife her felfe like a private Gentle-

woman, ſo that ſhe might not beknown, andwithher pandor uſheringher,

Co
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towalke untocommon ftewes and brothell-houſes, and there proſtitute

her felfe to all commerswhofoever , nay,ſhe was not ashamed to contend

with the ableft and ſtrongeſt Harlot in the City for maſterie, whence allo

Thee returned rather tyred then fatisfied ; nay more, the ſelected out ofthe

nobleſtWives and Virgins to be eye witneffes and companions in her fil- ·

thineffe, whither men alſo were not denied acceffe, as ſpectators, againſt all

womenlyſhame and modeſty and if any noble Gentleman of whom the

feemedtobe enamoured, refuſed or defpifed her profered imbraces, fhee

wouldfeigne and devife fome crime or other to be revenged on him, and

hiswhole familie . Plin. lib. 29 tels us, That one Vectius Valius a notable

Phyfitian was nobilitated meerly for pandtheringto her luxuries. Fabia

theWife of Fabrim Fabricanus grew greatly befottedonthe loveofa faire

youngGentleman call'd Petroninus Valentinus, who the more freelyto in-

joy inher petulant imbraces caufed her husband to be traiterouſlymur-

dred. But being ( in regardof the highmeaſure ofthe fault ) complain'd

uponbyher husbands Kinred and Friends, fhee was convictedby the In-

lian Law,and fuffered according to the penalty thereof. Martiall recko-

nethup as notorious Strumpets and Adultereffes, Leviana, Paula, Proculi-

na, Zectoria, Gallia, as Catullus remembreth us of Austelina, and Iuvenall of

Hyppia. Zeeone of the Roman Empreffes cauſed her husband Arginopilus zee the Em

to be flaine to adulterate her felfewith Michael Paleologus : but who fhall preffe.

readof both their ends fhall finde that they were moft wretched and mi-

ferable.

As theſe for Scortation and Adultery, fo others havebeen notorioufly Women Iran.

infamous for Incest: Giddica the Wife of Romminius Laurentinus grew in dedfor Inceft,

to fuch an extreme dotage of herfonne in law Comminius, that not able to

compaffeher unchaftedefires,and her Incestuous love beingdiſcovered to

her husband, fhee difpairingly ftrangled her felfe ; of which death alfo

Phedraalikebefotted onherhusbands fonne Hippolitus perifhed. Papinius

the fonne of Papinius Volucris had a beautifull Sifterwhofe namewas Cang Papinimand

fia: Thefetwo fpendingtheirchildhoodtogether, as their yeares, fo their

Canufia.

naturall affection increaſed,infomuch that the one thought nothingto deer

for the other, their lovebeing mutuall andalternate, not guilty ofthe leaft

Impious thought or immodeſt apprehenfion, but when theycameto ma-

turity, new thoughts began togrow, and freſh temptationsto arife, to

which intheir minority they were altogether unacquainted, and now they

could not follace themfelves without fighing, nor frame any mirth, but

mixt with melancholly ; both were fick and of one diſeaſe, but neither

had the boldneffe to difcover the nature of their malady, and thus they

continued for a feafon ; Inthe meane timethe Father had found out a no-

ble match for his Sonne, but heput it offwith evafions, and could notbee

wonneto lend a willing care tothe motion : The Mother alfo had fought

an Husbandfor her daughter, towhich theewasquite averfe, alledging her

youthandunripeneffe of yeares, andfo boththe motions had a ceffation

for a timewithout anyfufpition, in which interim the incestuous fireburft

out intoa flame, which inthe eud confumed them both ; for the Sifter

was found tobe great with Childe bythe Brother, which a lengthcom-

ming to theknowledgeof the Father, he grew inragedbeyond all patience,

neither could his wrath be mitigated or appeafed by the teares of the

Mother, or mediationof anyfriend, buthis conftant refolution was,they

Hhh both
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preffe and

Autonia Cora

salla.

Semiramis.

$

upon

both fhould die : yet not willingto imbrue his own hands in their bloud,

hedeviſed another courfe, caufingtwo fwordsto be made, theownhe fent to

his fon Papinius,theother tohis daughter,withnoother meffage thenthis,you

mwftnotlive,which the wretched creaturesunderſtanding, &knowingthe au-

fteritie of their Father, and his conftancy in his refolutions, hee fell

theone,and ſhee on the other,and fo miferably ended theirlives.

Julua theEm Inluswas the ftep-Mother of Antonius Caracalla Emperour of the Ro-

mans,whohavingcaft many wanton glances towardsher, and the recipro-

callyanfweringthem, at lengthwhenthey were in familiar difcourfe toge-

ther, hebrake forth into theſe words, vellem fi liceret, I would if it were

lawfull : whofemeaning the foone apprehending fuddenly answered again,

and without paufe, fi lubet licet, leges dat Imperator non accipit, ifyou like

it is lawfull, Emperours make Lawes but are tide to none; with which

words being emboldned, he firſt contracted, and then publikely married

her, notwithstandingfomefew dayes beforehe had cauſed herowne fonne

Getatobeput todeath,and this is related by Sextus Aurelius, and by Ali.

Spartanus. Amongſt theſe Incestuous is lifted Capronia theveſtall Vir-

gin , who for her offence was strangled. Semiramis was the wife of

Niaus Kingof Affyria, who after the had caufed her husbands death, and

fearing left fo great andwarlike a people would not begovern'd byone of

her Sex, fheetooke upon her the mafculine fhape ofher Sonne, whom

The had altogether brought up in delicacie and effeminacy, and in his

name the raigned for the pace of fourtie twoyeares, conqueringthemoft

part of Afia, and erectingmanyfamous Cities : But Babylon fhe made her

chiefe place of refidence, who alfohedged or walled in the varest River

Euphrates, turning the channell, and compelling it to run through the

great City, yet accordingto Diodorus, lib. tertio, Thee grewtobee ofthat

veneriousand libidinousdifpofition, fhedid not onely admit but hire and

inforcedivers of theyoungeſt and ableft Souldiers to her lafciviousand

incontinent imbraces , and further as Trogus Pompeius, lib. 2. hath left

remembred, thee laboured to have Carnall congreffion with her fonne

Ninus, (whomtheconcealed in her Fallace, ) andwhoſe ſhape the adulte-

rated: forwhich fetting all Filiall refpect and obedience afidehee flew

herwithhis owne hands, and after raigned in her ftead.

A Spaniſh

Maid,

AGentleman

of Millan,

AyoungSpanishMaid havingproftitutedher felfe toa Gentleman up-

onpromife of marriage , fhebeingof meane parentage, he married ano-

ther,which commingtohereare, thevowedhis death, and the better to

effect it, prefwaded himby flattering Letters to come againe and fee her ;

which he did, and although at firft thereceived him with teares and com-

plaints, yet feemingat laft to befatisfiedwith fome reafons he alledged,the

permitted him touſe thefame privitie with her as before , and fo to bed

theywent together, butwhenhewas afleepe fhe cruelly murdered him, ba-

ving firftboundhimfofaft with a Cord that he could not make any refi-

flance; ufingalfo divers cruelties against the deadbody before the heat of

her ragecouldbeextinguiſhed. Forthe which thealfo fuffered death , ha-

vingfirft voluntarily accufed her felfe.

A Gentleman of MillanaWidower, thoof 60 yeares of age , fellin

love witha youngWenchDaughterto a Farmer his Tenant , whom he

bought for ready moneyof thewretched Father to ferve his Luft. This

Strumpet growing impulent, after awhile fell in lovewiththec/deft fon

of



Gods Iudgements. Luft puniſhed.

of this Gentleman, beingabout twentieyeares old, and inthe preſenceof

a Coufinof herswho washer Baud, fhediſcovers herwhole heart to him,

feekingbyteares and fighs to draw him to commit Inceſt : But the Gentle-

manhavingmoregrace, fharply reprehended and threatned both her and

her Companion. Wherefore to excufe this her fhameleſneffe, as foone as

the Father returned fhe complaines to him , faying , That his fonne had

fought three or foure times tocorrupt her ; whichhebeleeving, andmeet-

ing his fonneat the ftaires head, ranne furiouſly at him with his fword

drawne ; andthe fonneto fhun that danger , leapt backward downe the

ftaires andbrake his neck. The Father following , and finding him dead,

aftercryes of fury and defpaire , indeteftation of his former wicked life,

fell uponhis owne fword and fodyed. The Strumpet hearing bythe fear-

full cryes of thefervant what hadhapned, purfuedby the juft judgementof

God, therunnes toward a Well neère the houſe , into which the threw

her felfeandwas drowned. The the Baud being apprehended and racked,

confeffeth thewhole plot,andwas therefore juftly executed , her body and

theyoungStrumpets, beinghanged in the open aire, as a prey for rave-

nous Birds.
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Nicholas Prince of Opolia, was fo monftroufly given to corrupt wives ThePrince of

andmaids, that nonewere fafe that cameneerehim : forwhich God puni- Opolia.

fhed him inthis manner. Being at Nice in anaffembly ofthe States of

Silefia, calledby CaßimerPrince of that Countrey , it hapned thatone in

his prefence brought a packet of Letters to Prince Caßimer , whichbeing

opened, hedelivered to the Bishopof Niceto read : WhichNicholas fec-

ing, andhis formerbeaftlywickedneffe caufinghimto imagine itwas fome

partiemadeagainst him to feize uponhis life , fuddenly drew his Dagger,

anddefperatelyrunnes against Caßimer andthe Bishop, whomhewounded,

tho but lightly, forthat being in open Court, many Nobles and Gentle-

mendefended them. Nicholas failingof his purpofe, faves himselfe in the

Sanctuary, from which hewas drawne by the Bifhops command ,, and

brought backe into the affembly by whomhe was duftly condemned for

this andmanyother notorious Crimes , and the nextday was publiquely

beheaded, and his nakedbody as areproch of his former wickedneffe, ex-

pofedtotheview of all men.

A Burgeffe of Ulmes, findinghiswife wantonly given , did often ad- ABurgeffe of

vile herto carry her felfe in amoremodeft and civill fort. But fhe not re- ulmes.

gardinghis admonitions, andhemore and more fufpectingher dif-honefty,

onatimehe made afhew togoe into the Countrey,but fuddenlyflipt back

intohis houſewithout diſcovery, and privately hid himſelfe ; yet fo, that

heſaw his fervantsbufied in preparinga feaft , andthe Adulterer and his

wife imbracing each other : Yet he retained himselfe till after ſupper,

when ſeeingthem enterthe chamber to go to bed together, ufing filthy

fpeeches , the witneffes of their wickedneffe , he ſuddenly ſtepping out

firft killed the Adulterer , and then his wifes and having juftified his

proceedings before the criminall Judges , he obtained pardon for the

fame.

An Advocate of Conftance, kaving had the carnall knowledge of anAd Adresai

Atturnies wife ofthe fame Cities which the Atturneyfufpecting, pre- ofConftanes,

tends ajourney into the Countrey, but returning at night , he heard they

weretogetherin a Hot-houfe inanoldwomanshoufe that dwelt by him ;

Hhh 2 where
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ANobleman

whereupon hegoes thither with threeof his friends , which he left in the

ftreet to hinder any that ſhould come to helpe them ; then entringthe

houſe witha strong Curry-combe in his handmade forthepurpoſe, and fo

rudelycurried the Advocates naked body , that he drew his eyesout , tore

off his ſtones , and almoſt all the skin of his body. The like he did to his

wife,though shewerewith child. The Advocatedyed within three dayes

after in great torment. The Atturney tranfported himſelfe to another

place ; and his wife with muchadoe recovering her rubbing, ſpent the reft

ofher dayes there, confounded with fhame and infamy.

ANobleman of Piedmont, having married a Maidof mean parentage,

ofPiedmont. notwithstandingthe honour the received byhim , fhe fhamelefly abuſed

her Lordsbedbycontinuall Adulterieswith a Gentleman his neighbour.

Whichhe knowing , and purpofingto take them in the act of unclean-

neffe, cauſed a packet of Letters to be brought him as from his Prince,

callinghimto Court , with an intent to fendhim in Embaffage to a For-

reineState. Having imparted thefe Letters tohiswife , and providing all

things neceffary for his journey , he departed with all his traine ; but at

night ftayes at a Caftle of his, tothe Governourwhereofhe diſcovers his

mif-fortuneand defigne ; and being followed onelyby himand a Groome

of his chamber , all well armed , in a darke night they cametothe Caſtle,

wherehis Adulteratewifewasin bedwith her Amorift. The Caftellane

told the Porter, he had Letters from his Lord whichhe muſtpreſently de-

liver tohis Lady. The Porteropens the Gate, andthey fuddenly all enter.

The Lord forbids the Porter to makeany noyfe , but commanding himto

light a Torch, he prefentlygoes to his Ladies chamber , where the Caftel-

laneknocking, toll'dan old woman her Baud , that he had Letters from

his Lord, which his Lady muftanfwer fpeedily.. This Ladydrunkewith

herLuft, commanded theoldwoman to openthe doore , and receive the

Letters. Thenthe Lordwith the other two rushed in, and fuddenly feized

on the twoAdulterers naked together : Andafterfomefurious words utte-

red, hecommandedhisLady, with the helpe of her Baud , tobindher A-

dulterate friend hand and foot , and afterwards to hang him upupon a

great Hooke faftned into aBeame for that purpoſe: Then he caufed the bed

tobeburnt, commanding all the other moveables tobecarried away , he

left onely a little ftrawfor thisWhore and Baud to lye on, appointing that

thedead bodyshould remaine there untill theftinkof it hadchokedthem:

Sohaving paft fomefewdayes in that miferable plight , theywretchedly

ended their lives together.

Cyanip, Syrac.

'Armutius.

Plutarch reckons this out of Defythaus lib. 3. rerumfacularum, Cyanip-

pus the Syracufian beingfoxtwithWine, meetingwith his daughter Cyane

in a darkecorner, byforcecompreft her; butthee not knowingthe party

bywhomthewasdeflowred, pluck't off a Ring from his finger, and gave

it to her Nurfeto keep, whichher Father after miffing, and thee finding

by that, affuredly that hewasthemanbywhom hewas vitiated, thee found

anopportunitieto tranfpierce himwitha fword,bywhichwoundhee died,

andthen theeher felfe fell onthe fameweapon and perish'd alſo.

Thelike Arifidas Italic. lib. 3. relates of one Armutim , who all the

timeof his youth livedavery continent and abitemious life, but upon a

time having drunke above meaſure, he alfo in the night ftuprated his

daughter Medaliai , who also knowing the ravifher by his Ring, then

taken
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Fabinus Fabricanus, the Cousin of Maximus,havingfubdued Faxia the

chiefe City of the Samnites ; inwhich interim his Wife Fabia falling into

the wantonembracesof her neare kinfman Petronius Valentinus , at his

home returne they confpired to murther him ; which having done, they

made a match together and were marryed : But ſheefearing that her new

Husband might infiduatethe life of her young Sonne Fabricianus , who

was thenbut a Childe, fheconveigh'd him thence tobe liberally educated

and instructed abroad : whowhen hee grewto be a man , and underſtood

how treacherously and perfidiouſly his Father had been murdered , and

bywhom, he came difguis'd to Rome , and having waited his opportunity,

flew boththe Adultererand the Adultereffe ; andfor that actwas acquit by

the Senate.

One Story Iconnot forget, remembred by Platine, who writ the lives of

the Popes , though itbe a mightyfhame , and a moft ignominious afper-

fion, notto exceed thofe in vertue , whomweantecell in placeand digni-

ty ; yet this nothingmov'd Pope oba thetwelfthof that name , but that

all honefty fet apart, and modefty quite banish'd, he kept at his own charge

awhole Seraglia of Prostitutes and Strumpets , withwhom night and day

hee revelled and riored , which wickedneffe efcaped not without a moſt

remarkable Judgement : Forhewas after miferably flaine in thevery act

of Adultery..

ofFrance, and

Plettrude.

Childebert the fecond, and feventeenth King of France, anno 692. grew childebert K.

in an utter deteftation of his lawfull Wite and Queene Plectrade , who

was a Lady of a chafte and untainted life , anddivorc'd herfrom his Bed

and Table; in whofe ftead he received into his bofome one Alpayde , a

Gentlewomanof excellent Beauty and Feature, butof a cruell and bloudy

condition : For when Lambert Bishop of Firecht , a man ofa ftrict life,

and auftere converfation , undertook boldly to lay his finne before him

and tell him the danger thereof (notwithstanding hee had before reſtored

himtohis Epifcopall Sec, of which he had beenbeforedeprived :) fhee

havingnotice thereof, could not reft in quiet till fhe had caufed her Bro-

ther Dodon to killthis good Bishop , which was done by the Kings con-

fent : For which neither of them efcaped vengeance ; for Dodon dy'd

defpairing andmad, and the King was ftrook after the acting of this mur-

derwith a difeafe of Wormes , thestenchwherofhe not being able to en-

dure, threw himfelfe headlong into the River of Mentz. A ftrange and

heavyJudgement, for Wormesto cate his living fleſh, fo that corruption

did not altogether follow after death ; but contrary to nature hee rot-

ted and his body, putrified before death , till the Worme of Conſci-

ence attended his foule ; a more miſerable Death ftill attending a bad

Life.

Philipthe fecond , firnamed Angu , upon difcontents repudiated Philip the fe

his QueenGelberge : For which the King of Denmarke made complaint cond, andGet-

berge his

tothe Popeof this injury doneuntohis Sifter ; and the rather,becauſe nei-

ther Crime, nor Delinquency, nor the fufpition of any could bee pro-

ved against her: But this publike afperfion being caft upon her (howfoe-

verinnocent ) muft needs call her Honour into queftion , which cannor

beebut greatly toher harme and prejudice. Thefethings with otherbeing

alledged, a day of hearingwas appointed beforethe Popes Legate, in the

Iii
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Biſhops Hall at Paris , where the Kings Caufe was strongly maintained

bythe venters and Advocates ; but noone appeared in the poore Queenes

defence ; infomuch that Sentence was ready tobe pronounc'd againfther,

and ſpeedy orderand direction given for a Bill of Divorce tobedrawnebe-

twixt them. When on the fuddaine ( as the Court was readyto rife)ſtept

out of the Preffe a faire and beautifull youngman, of a ſweet and amiable

afpect, and not knowne to any inthe Company, whoafter a Congy made,

demanded audience ; and having delivered the truth in every particular

circumſtance , pleaded fharply inthe Queens behalfe against the King,

convincing theoppofite party with fuch irreproveable arguments, thathe

madethe Cafe cleare on her fide ; and havingended his Speech,Congying

A miraculous to the King andthereft , and returning intothe throng, was never more

feen after. Which took fuchan impreffion inthe Court, ( but the King

efpecially) that the amazed Judges committed the Caufe to the Kings

Counfell, whojudged the Queen guiltleffe ofwhatfoever had injuftly and

injuriouſly been laid against her. Then King Philip took horfe, and road

preſentlyto Boysde Vinennes,towhich place theQueenwas confined;where

havinglovingly imbrac'd her, and received her into his former true con-

jugall affection , therewas neverthe leaft diftaſte knowne to bee betwixt

them after. Nor let this Story feem altogether impertinent to the argu-

ment now in agitation , which is to fhew the Judgements impending

in Adultery, and Spoufe-breach ; 'tis fit alfo that weefhould know how

God in his great mercy and goodneffe favoureth and prote&teth vertue

and Innocents : For his holy Angels are alwayes the Guardiansof the

juft and faithfull.

A needfulob-

fervation;

Commonisthis finne of Concupifcence ; and howfoever damnable in

the eyes of God, and deteftable in the fight of good men; yet thoſe moſt

confcious of the finne are cunning'ft to excufe it : The youngman will

plead for himſelfe and fay, I am in myyouthandprime, aud doe but what

fuits with my youth , and complyes with my condition : The middle

ag'd manwill alledge, I amnow inmy ftrength, my bones are full of mar-

row, andmybreafts of Milke ; fhall I not take occafion by the fore-top,

andmake ufe ofthe opportunity when it offers it felf? the timewillcome

when, being old myabilitywill not anſwer tomy defire, and then it will

betoo late,&c.Theold man willfay, I am nowgrowne cold and weak, the

fireof youth is quite extin&t inme , and will you not allow me a warme

bed-fellow to helpemydecayed heat, and cherishthofe few ſparkes which

lyehid inthe cold embers andafhes of mine age ? But theſe are but like

his vaine excuſes, who robb'd the Statue of Ispiter of his precious Ring,

his rich Mantle, and his golden beard ; and beeingapprehended and que-

ftion'd about the Sacrilege , hebegan thus to apologize for himſelf: "Tis

truth (faith he) Itook away his Ring that compafthis fore-finger, which

wasftretcht forthright, which tomy feeminghe offer'd untome : and what

could I doe leffe then to accept of his bounty? whichmay bee rather im-

putedto hiscourtefie, then any Fellony in me: For his Mantle being of

maffegold, I confidered withmyfelfe that it was too ponderous to weare

in Summer, and too cold forWinter; and therefore I thought it conre-

nienttoeaſe him of that charge : Andfor his longgolden Beard, I remem

bredmyfelfe that Apollowas imbarbis , everyoung, and without aBeard;

and that I tookawaybecauſe it wasneither comelyfor his face, nor ſuiting

with
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withhis perfon. Theſe his excufeswere heard,butdid rather then mitigate 89

aggravatethe crime ; for Sacrilege could be no otherthen Sacrilege , and

of that hewas condemn'd : Sothoughthe young manmay plead his youth,

thegrowne manhis ftrength , and the decrepit manhis imbicility of age,

yetmaugre all evafion or excufe, Adultery, Scortation, Fornication, and

all kindes of unlawfull proftiturion , in the day of account , when there

muft reddere ratione velle rationis fua , they will bee found to bethe fame

groffe , grievous , capitoll and mortall finnes : For which thofe that

continue therein , without true and hearty repentance fhall dearely an-

fwer.

Butamongst thevexations, moleftations , and incombrancesbelonging A lamentable

toWedlock, and the Nuptiall Tye , I have not yet fpoken at all of that Hiſtory.

Furywhichcommonly haunteth it, namely Iealoufie , of which I will de-

liveruntoyou atrue,but moſt lamentable example,Hiftorifiedby D. othe

Melanders.

ry

A fearefull

A Noble Gentleman livedvery conjugally and lovinglywithhis Lady; Jealoufie.

fhe hada Chamber-maid of a very ſweet afpect andfeature , not any way

tobee taxed forthe leaftwantonneffe or loofe carriage ; but if the Lady

thought her guilty ofthe leaft immodefty , fhe needed no other Jury, for

fhe wasboth Jurer and Judge , and condemnedher by her owne verdict

andfentence. It happened thatthe Noble-man havingfome occafion to

detaine himselfe fome few dayes abroad , in his abfence fhee pretended a

quarrellwith her maid ; the colour was for lettinga young childe flipout

of her Armes ; whichthough it had little or nohurt , yet the made of it

as if it were lam'd beyond all recovery; upon whichher angergrew im-

placable , and fhee would commit herto prifon : but unto what prifon?

not intoanyordinary light, ortollerable ; but into adeep, obfcure , and Prifon , or

defolate Dungeon in thebottome ofthe Caftle, for many yeares fhut upDungeon.

withanIrongate, andabounding withToads, Snakes, Adders, and other

Serpents Intowhichno Sacrilegious perfon, Thiefe, Pyrat, Witch,Pa-

racide, Traitor , orthegreateſt Malefactor whatfoever within the memo-

of man had beene committed ; and into this noyfome , ſtinking , and

mofthorrible place thewas forcedtoenter, and the doores faft ſhut upon

her: butfromall the corners of theVault the venemous vextiles came in

heapes, withfearefull hiffing, and feized uponthoſe parts ofherbody that

were intheir reach , which with lowd ejulation and fhrikes, fhee ftriv'd

withherhands to beate off, but all in vaine : At noone one ofthe fervants,

a young man (who it feems hadfome affection to this maid, but howfoever

humanitycould not have fuffered him to doe leffe) hearing thoſe her moſt

pittifull vocifirations, and underſtandingthecaufe, came to his Lady,and

humblybefought her as fhe was a Chriftian to commiferate the wretched

cftate of her poore afflicted prifoner : but allto nopurpoſe, thewas inexo-

rable, revil'd him with his boldneffe and fawcineffe , and fent him away

withblowes toboot . But eveningcame,and ſtill her lamentable clamours

continued, ableto have foftned flint, or mollifi'd Marble, when theyoung

man, notwithstanding he hadbefore been fo evilly intreated, went again to

hisLady, and falling upon his knees wasmore importunate withherthen

before ; the more he ftriv'd topacifie her rage, the more fhe grewincens'd A cruel Lady

with fury, and kickt him out of her prefence . After fupper tobedthe

houshold went, andat mid-night theyoungmancould not containe him-

Iii z felf
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Afearfull

fight.

The former

Ty.

felte, but hee muft goe liften at the Dungeon doore. But now hearing no

no noife, not fomuch as a figh or groane, hee began to imagine that thee

was dead, (and fo indeed it prov'd ) hee then more incivilly then before

rapt at his Ladyes chamber-doore, andwakned her, telling her, that thee

had nowthe event of her bloudy and cruell defires : for by reaſon that

therewas a ftill filence in the Dungeon , hee perceived the poore Virgin

had expiredher life . Atwhichwordsbeing ftartl'd , and ftrangely mov'd,

The rofe fromherbed , and calling for ftore of lights, caufed the Dungeon

dooretobeopened , wherethey might behold a most ruthfuil and lamen-

table ſpectacle ; themaid throwne upon herbacke, and foure great Snakes

wrapt about her, one of an extraordinary bigneffewound about her neck,

another had twinde it felfeencompaffing bothher legges , a third like a

girdle imbrac'd her wafte, ormiddle,a fourth ftuckupon herjawes,ftretch-

ing its felfe to its utmoſt length , which no fooner taken thence , but was

founddead, havingfo ingorg'd it felfe with herbloud, that it fwel'd, and

burft afunder: At whichfight the Lady ftrookwith thehorrour thereof,

from a fuddaine melancholygrew into a meere madneffe, andina ragingfit

foon after dy'd.

Strange were that act abroad, whichcannot in fome fortbe parallel'd

parallel'dwith with us at home. At Gainsborough in Lincolnshire , it happened that a

a modera Sto- Gentleman of the Town hadoccafionto rideup to London about his Term

bufineffe ; andas the cuftomeisinthe Countrey , the night before aman

takes his journey his neighbours andfriends will fend intheir meat , and

fupwith him, anddrinke tothe hope of his fafe returne : and fo they did

tohim. Nowthis Gentleman had in his houfe ayoung gentlewoman fent

thither to bee tuter'd , and withall to learne good hufwifrie , and was

about the age of fourteen or fifteenyeares at the moſt. The next mor

ningbeforeheetookehorfe,whenhee call'd forwater, this maid brought

him the Towell and Bafon , andheld it till heehad wafh'd ; onely in rub-

bingofhis hands he fprinkled a little water onher face , whichhis wife

obferved : after Breakfaft the Gentleman road on his journey ; andthewo-

maninwhomthis flight accident, ftrooke a deepe impreffion of devilliſh

Jealoufie, foon after call'd tothe maid to deliver her an account of her lin-

nenus'dthe night before ( whichwasher charge) the havinghid a Napkin

or two out of theway ofpurpoſeto pick a quarrell with her. The Girle

fought ineveryroomeandcould not finde them : then fhebid her looke in

the next Chamber ; but theewas nofooner up ftaires , but after followes

the Miftreffe , like an incens'd Virago, andfhut the doores faft uponher,

thencafts heruponthe Bed, and threw another Feather-bed upon her, and

fpyinga Scotch Pocket-Dagger hangingby the Walls , fheetookeout one

of the knives , and cafting her felfe upontheupperbed, turn'd upthe bot-

wherethe fell moft unwoman- like to workewithhermaid,making

berquite uncapableof future marriage ; and thiswas done withinmeme-

ry (fortothewomans great ignominyand fhame, in the fame Towne I

have heardit reported,and been fhewne thevery houfewherethe deed was

done : The horridneffeof which Act makesme that I cannot conceale her

name ; ſheewas call'd Miftris Brighofe, ) In this intrim , a Serving-man

hit commingin , andhearing his Miftris was ingreat difpleaſure and diftem

An unwoman-

ly A&.

tome ,

perature goneupwithher maid,andknowingher froward andhaftydifpo

fition, hewent tothe dcore and krockt'; but hearing core buronel as it

were
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were miferably forcing breath for life : he lookt in either at fome chinke,

orthe key-hole, wherehefaw his Miftris inthe fame pofture I before de-

fcribed, withaknife in her hand , and one pittifully bleeding under her:

He broke openthe doore, being Wainscot , and cafting her off from the

Bed to the floore, tooke up the Maid , nigh ftifled, and carried her to a

neighbours houſe , where Chyrurgeonswere fent for, and the in time re-

covered oflife , thoughtheehad made her utterly unable of Conception.

Butwhat gain'd thee by this her uncivill cruelty ? hewas after abhorr'dby

all goodandmodeft women, afham'd to looke outof her ownedoores; nei-

ther would anyoffashion converfewith her, but held it a ſcandallto bebut

feen in her company.

*

na.
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But nowto return to the Judgments inflicted uponadultery,and tofhewLocrine, FR-

what ourowncountrey relates,as thoſe perpetrated and committed in this rild, & Sabi

Land. King Locrine, who fucceeded his Father Brute in the Kingdome,

tooketo his Bride Guendolina , daughter to Corinaus Duke of Cornwall,

wholived ingreat conjugall love together, having a young Prince to their

iffue call'd Madan : but after the Kinghavingreft and cafe in his age, with

whichhis youthwasfcarce acquainted with hewasgreatly enamoured of

a delicate faire Ladywhofe namewas Bftrild, the daughter of one Homber

a Dane, who with a great power invadingtheLand, the King gave him

battaile,and having routed their wholeArmy,theywere forc'd to take that

great Riverwhich parteth Lincoln -fhire and Holdernes , andrunnes up to

Hull; inwhichhewith his peoplebeingdrowned, left to the fame River

his nameuntothis day. Toreturne tothe matter, Locrinehadbythis Lady

Eftrild, a daughter call'd Sabrina ; but this cloſe packing could not be long

conceal'd, but by fome who thought to infinuate intothe favour ofthe

Queen (who was of a haughty andmafculinefpirit ) all wastoldher;

forwhichbeingmightily incenfed, nomediationcould appeafe her impla-

cability; but the firft incenfed her Father, andthen all herowne particu-

lar friends , whom by her bounty or favour thee had before obliged to

make Warre upon her Husband ; and prevailing in her purpoſe , thee

gavethe King Battaile , inwhich his party was discomfited, andhehim-

felfe flainein field. This revenge to any of reafon might feemefufficient ,

but here her anger refted not , but fhee caufed the faire Estrild and her

Daughter Sabrinatobebrought unto her Tent, wherehavingreviledthem

both, onewith the name ofWhore, the other of Baftard, thee inher heat

of bloud , and height of rage, commanded them bothtobethrowne into

the Riverneare unto the placewhere the Battaile was late fought , where

theywerebothdrowned , the Riverupon that accident lofing the names

and after the Daughter Sabrina hath beene called Severne even to this

day.

dultereffe.

Britbricus, the first King oftheWeft Saxons, began his Reigne in the schelburge, a

yeare of our Lord, feven hundred threefcore and eighteen, and thetenth of notorious A

Charles the Great, then KingofFrance , whotookto Wife Ethelburge , one

of the Daughters of Offa King of Mercia ; hewas a valiant Prince, re-

nowned for many Warlike exploits ; but efpecially for beating te

Danes, andcompellingthem to avoid the Land. Butwhat can Valor or

Prowelle availe againſt a wicked and curfed woman , who the more

freely toenjoy the moecall embraces of herlibidinous companion, plor-

ted diversways totakeawayher husbands life,which at length the affected,

Kkk by
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Woman

bypoyfoninghim, and divers of his family ; which havingdone, and fea-

ringtobe queftioned about the Fact, fhe trufs'd upher Jewels,andthe be

things about her, and fled into France, unto the Court of Charles the Great,

withwhom the fotemporized and qualified her owne impious Cauſe, and

beingwithalla Lady of extraordinary afpect and prefence , that she grew

highlyinto his graceand favour.

Butwhen afterhewas informedof herunftablecondition, heethought

tomake fometryall of her ; andbeing at that time a Widdower, one day

when heewas in fome private conference withher at awindow, bee faid

openly; NowLady I put it toyour free election , whether youwill take

mee for your wedded Lord and Husband, or thismy Son here ſtanding

An unadviſed in prefence ? Towhich Queftion, fheewithout the leaft paufe gave this

fuddaine Anfwer ; Then I make choice of the Sonne, and refuſe the Fa-

ther; whichthe Kingtaking as an affront , andbeing therewith fomewhat

mov'd, he as fuddenly reply'd ; I protest woman, ifthou hadst made choice

of me, I would havegiven theetomy Sonne, if hewould have acceptedof

thee ;but forthat thou haft flighted and forfakenme , thou shalt now have

neither of us; and fo prefentlycommandedher as a Reclufe tobe ſhutup

into a Nunnery. Butthis place, though never fo ftrict, could notcontaine

her within the bounds ofModefty or Chaſtity ; For by the meanes offome

Libertines, her oldcompanionsand acquaintance, thee made an eſcape out

of the Cloifter ; and having quitted that place, thee wandred upand

downe, tillhaving confumed all that thee could make, the fell into neceffi-

tous poverty, inwhich fhe miferably dy'd, none commiferatingher inher

greatest extremity. In memoryofwhich hermifdemeanors , mixtwith

the murder of her naturall Lord and Husband, the Kings oftheWeſt

Saxons madeaDecree, that thence-forward none oftheir Wives fhould

be called Queenes, nor fit by them at any Feaft, or in any placeof State

or Honour : And this was obſerved amongſt them for a long time

after.

Nowtofhewhow the Creatorof all, who inftituted chafte Matrimo-

ny inParadice, ashe hates thofe contaminatedwith all impurity , ſo of

the contrary, he is a Guardian and Potetor to thofe of cleaneand undefi-

led life, as may appearebythis fubfequent ftory. In thetime of Edward,

The furyof thefonneof KingEdgar, byhis first wife Egelfleda , who began his reigne

Bighesda, in the yeareof Grace nine hundred threefcore and nineteene, though he

wasoppofedbyhis ftep-mother Elphaida , who got into her confederacy

Alphred, Dukeof Mercia, a potent man in thofe dayes , to have inftated

her fonne Egelredus , a childe of feven yeares old inthe Regall Dignity :

yet fhewas oppofedby Bishop Dunstan with the reft of the Clergy,who

werealfofupportedbythe Earle of Eaft - Ingland, now called Effex ; who

15 against the Queens minde, andher Confederates, Crowned the faid Edw .

at Kingflowne ; butthe fore-named Alphred , who altogether adhered to

the proceedings of the Dowager Queen, ( being fufpected to have too

muchprivate familiarity withher) they agreedto put the ftri&t Religious

Cloyfierers out of the College ofWinchefter,where K. Edgar had before

there placed , and put intotheir roomes fomany wanton and lafcivious

Clerks, everyone of themhavinghis Concubine abouthim : which Con-

troverfie hadbeen like tohaveended inbloud : But therewas an affenbly

of the Bifhops and Lords, the Prelates and Peeres of both parties , in

colle b

which
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which Dunftan maintaining Chaftity, was much defpifed by the Adverfa-

ry; but ftill heupheldhis opinion, beinggrounded upon Juftice and Ver-

tue. Nowthe place of their meeting was in afaire and large upper room ;

and inthis great divifion and argument it being doubtfull which fide would

carry it, fuddenly the joyfts of the Loft failed , and the floore tumbled A miraculous

downe, being a great diftance fromthe ground, in whichruine, thegreateft accident.

part ofthofe adverfe to the Bishop and Clergy, were either flaine out-

right, orvery dangerously hurt, even to lameneffe : but of all thofe that

ftood with Dunftas in the defence of chaftity, not one perifhed, neither

was any heardto complaine of the least hurt felt or found aboutthem:

by which miraculous accident , the Biſhop compaſs'd his pious and re-

ligious ends.

This King Edwardupon a timebeing hunting in theForreft , and ha

ving loft his Traine, and finding none of his fervants neare him , heebe-

thought himſelfthat his Mother-in-law Elphaida, with her Sonne Egelre-

dus, lived at a place called Corfe-Caftle ( which is in the Weft-Coun

trey ) and thought it no better a time then nowtogive heravifit : butthe

malicious woman looking out of herwindow,and knowinghim a far off,

called to one of her fervants ( ofher ownebreeding) and told him what

he had todoe; for the perceived hewas alone, and none of his Pecres, or

Attendants about him. Bythis timethe King wascometothe Caftlegate,

whither ſhe defcended, andofferedhim all the Courtefie of entertainment

that anySyren (who only flatters to deſtruction) could havedone :for with

courteous words thebefought him to alight,and to lodge inthe Caftlethat

night ; bothwhichhewithgreat affability andgentleneffe refufed, faying

hewouldonely taftea Cupof her Beere , andthen ride tofinde out fome

of his Company : buttheCupbeingbrought,he had nofooner moved it

towards hismouth, but this Barbarous Villaine, Traitor , and Regicide, A bloudy Re

ftrook himwith a long Dagger,edg'd on both fides; whichentring behind, gitide,

the poynt appear'd tohave fore'd waythrough his breaft : at which mor-

tallwound receiv'd, he put fpurres tohishorfe, makingfpeed towards the

Forreft, in hope to havemetwithfome of his fervants ; butby the extre-

mityof bleeding, faintingbythewayhefell fromhis horfewith one foot

intangled in the ſtirrop;thenhewas dragg'd croffe high-wayes, and a thwart

plowde lands, till his horfe ftaid at a Towne called Covifgate,wherehe was

found; butnot being knowne for the King, hee was unworthily buried

at a TowncalledWarham,where hisbody remained for the terme ofthree

yeares after , at which time it was difcovered , and the diffembling and

murderous woman thinkingtoclearerher felfe of the fact to the world,

thought at the firſt tovifithim inthewayofPilgrimage ; but to makethe

cauſeevident against her , the Horfe on which the rode could not be com-

pell'd tocomeneare untothe place by a miles diſtance, neitherbyfaireu

fage, nor fore beating, or any courfe that man coulddevife : after whofe

deathherfonne Egelredas was Crowned Kings inthe first yeare of whoſe

Reigne the Land grew barren , and fearce boreany fruits there happened

moreover a Plague, which tooke awaythemen, and a Murraine, which de-

ftroyedthe Beafts and Cattaile. He proved likewife a great enemytothe

Church being ungracious in thebeginning , wretched in the middle of

his life, and hatefull inthe end thereof.

Neither could fome Church-men cleare themſelves of thofe Capitall

kkk # Crimes
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Sigandus Bifh,

of Sherburne

ttcre

Crimeswhichthey very bitterly reproved in others : For Sigandus made

Biſhop of Shirburne, about the twelfth yeare of Edward , firnamed the

Confeffor; fhortlyafter ufurped theBishoprick of Winchester by ſtrength,

andWinche- whowas a lewd and unlearned man (as moſt ofthe Prelates of England

wereinthoſe dayes, and wholydevotedto Avarice, Luft, and Vaine-glory,

whocould not containe himfelfe within the Lifts of keeping variety of

Concubines , which in thofe dayes was held but a veniall or quotidian

finne , but he imploy'd his Panders to corrupt marriedwomen tohis luft-

fullembraces , thinking nowickedneffe couldbe truely committed , till

hee had afcended the highestbranchthereof: and when it wasopenly ſpo-

ken, thathewas unworthy the nameof a Prieft , who made fuchboast of

the pompe of the World , theufe of Voluptuoufneffe , Gluttony , and

Luxury , whilft in the interim there was no care of inftructing mens

foules in theway towards Heaven. Hee had learn'd from fome one of his

Chaplaines ( a better Schollerthen himſelfe) this poore and flight Anſwer

to evade its

Henrythe fe-

cond.

Nunc aliud tempus , alii pro tempore morès.

Nowthetimes arechang'd , and weehave learnt to fuit our Manners and

Conditions to the prefent ; ( a notorious Church-temporizer in thoſe

dayes.) But though he reign'd long ingreat pompe and profperity, hewas

in the time of William the Conquerourdeprived of all his Ecclefiafticall

honours, and confined to Winchester, and therekeptprifoner till hedyed;

who in that extreame dejection , whenhe fhould onely have repentedhim

of his former Avarice, aud ftudied newneffe of life, would uſually ſweare

hewas averypoore man, andnotworthone peny , and that hee was free

from all Concupifcence of Luft ; both which were proved untrue : For

after his death a keywasfoundabout his necke , bywhich in divers places

of the earth was difcovered much Treaſure ; and thofe Women that

miniſtred unto him were noother then Prostitutes and Concubines.

Henry thefecondwas a potent and moft victorious Prince ; But after he

had falne into the libidinous embraces of the Lady Rofamond, Daughter

tothe LordFitzwaters ; he was never quiet, but continually afflicted with

Warresboth forraine and domeftick ; infomuch , that both his Queene

and Sons rebelled against him, and put thewholeRealme intogreat com-

buftion ; and for her part fheedid not escapea due fcourge for her offence:

for thoughthe Kingprovided all meanes poffible for her fecurity and fafe-

ty,bybuilding the intricate Labyrinth at Woodstock, and gave her in charge

toa mofttrufty Guardian ; yet the Queen at length by her Spies found

her out, and withmorethenawomanish chaftifement, whichfhouldever

favour offome mercy, tore off thofedelicate locks with which the King

had beenfo much intangled, and forced her todrinke a draught of deadly

poyfon, bywhich her life wascompell'd out ofher body : and thus Luft

ever carryeth her rod at her ownegirdle.

To defcendunto thefe latter times, how manyftrange andbloudy mur-

ders havebeene committedthrough Luft ? I willgive them but a meere

nomination, becauſe most of them have beene Staged, Book'd, and Bal-

Mr. Arden of leted, and difperft abroad through the Kingdome : As Mafter Arden of

Feversham, Feverfham flaine byhis wifeand her adulterous Companion: Cosby ; the

act
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act it felfe beingcommitted inhis owne houſe , by a barbarous and inhu-

manevillaine, moſt commonly knowne by the name of BlackWill, who

afterthedeed done, and his reward received,fled intothe Low- Countries,

wherehethought himfelfe fecure : But Gods hand reached him even thi

ther ; where for fome otherdeed of thefamenature , he was burnt on 2

Stage in Flushing ; and fhee her felfe , withCosby andhis Sifter, together

witha Gentleman Maſter Green, who had carried Letters betwixt the two

Adulterers : ( though hee took it upon his death, heknew not the intents

ofthem) were all publikely executed at the Gallowes.
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Thelike murderwas committed on the perfon of one Maſter Page of

Plymouth, by his youngwife; and one Mafter George Strangwidge , who Mafter Page

asthe commonvoicewent, were privately contracted together beforeher of Plymouth.

inforc'd Marriage : But howfoever as they were convicted of the murder,

fofor the fametheywerecondemn'd, and publikely executed.

1

Beſſe.

Andbut of late dayes , thofetwobloudy Minifters of the Devill, moft CountreyTom

commonly knowne by the names of Countrey Tom , and Cambury Beffe, and Cambury

who made a trade to have her his Whore walke in the evening into the

Fields ; and where the fawany Gentleman or other likely to have money

about him, or good cloathes on his backe, fhee would infinuate into his

Company, andwith her libidinous allurements offer her felfe to his

ftitution ; which ifhe accepted of, that arch-limbe of the Devill (who

pro-

hid himselfe privately for that purpoſe , and ſtealing upon them with a

Baftinado hooped and plated with Iron ) beate out his Braines , even in

the very act of Luft, neither havingpitty of bodyor foule : Then rifled

theytheir Pockets, andftriptthemof their cloathes, of whichthey made

profitablechaffer, beingvendible at the Brokers ; for the laft of which,be-

ingcommittedupon ayoung Gentlemanof good quality, by his cloathes

theywere diſcovered andapprehended, heebeing executed neare unto the

placewherethe laft Fact wascommitted: andafterbeing thence removed

toa more remote place , his body hangs in chaines upon a Gibbet evento

this day ; and thee was hang'd in Clerkenwell fields , over againſt

Iflington.

If anywouldhave further infpection intothe curfed fruits of Luft, let

him but enquire after the monethly Seffions at New-gate,where ſcarce one

paffeth without thoſe that goe for Maid-ſervants , eithes ftrangling their

Baftard-Iffue, or putting them downe into privities, not caring to fave

their fmal credit in this world,tohazard everlasting perdition in theworld

tocome : yet notwithstandingall their clofe packings, theyarein theend

found out, andbrought to theGallowes. I am loathtobe moretedious in

this thenthereft ; therefore I concludewiththis Diſtick,as a generallCa

veatunto all libidinouſly addicted :

Quidfacies,facies, veneris cum veneris ante,

Non Sedeas,fedeas, nèpereusperem .

Whatwilt thoudoe, whenthou before

Loofe Venus fhalt appeare,

Staynot, but take thine heeles, left her

Allurements coft theedeare.

LII CHAP
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Thefymptoms

ofGluttony.

CHAP. VII.

GodsJudgements against the Sinne of Gluttony.

This Sinne of Gluttony tooke its originall inour great

Grandam Eve, as we read Genefis 2.16. Andthe Lord

God commanded the man faying , thou shalt eat freely of

every Treeofthe Garden, but ofthe Tree of Knowledge

ofgoodandevil, thoushalt not cate of it ; for in the day

that then eatest thereof thoushalt furely dye the death,

Againe 3. 6. So the Woman feeing that the Tree was

From the Old goodfor meat, andthat it waspleasant to the eyes, anda Tree to be defired toget

Teftament. Knowledge, took ofthe fruitthereof, anddidcate, andgave alfoto her husband

withher,andhedidcate : For which they were moftgrievouſly puniſhed,

and all man-kindefor their fakes : For Verſe 16. VntotheWomanGodfaid,

I willgreatly encrease thyforrowesandthy conception : Inforrow shalt thou bring

forthchildren and thy defirefhalbefubject to thy husband,and he shallrule over

thee. AlfotoAdam he faid, Because thou haft obeyedthe voice of thy wife, and

haft eaten of the Treewhereof 1 commandedthee,ſaying, Thou shalt not cate of

it: Curfedis the earthfor thyfake; in forrow fhalt thou cate of it all thedayes

of thy life : Thornes alſo andThistles fhall it bringforth unto thee ; andthen

Thalt cate the berbe of the field: in the fweat of thy faceshalt thou eate bread,

tillthoureturnetothe earth for out ofit waſt thom taken, becauſe thon arr duſt,

and todust fhalt thoureturne,

WereadNumb. 11.32 . thenthe people arofe all that day , and all

that night,and all the nextday, and gathered the Quailes :he that gathered

the leaft , gathered tenHomers full ; and theyſpread them abroad fortheir

ufe round about theHoft : whilftthe fleshwasyet intheirteeth, before it

waschewedthewrath of the Lordwas kindled against the people, andthe

Lordfmotethe people with an exceeding great plague: There they buried

the people that fell a lufting, Deut. 6. When thou shalt cate andbe fatif

fied, beware diligently that thou forgetteft not the Lord thy God, who

brought thee out of the Landof Egypt , and the houfe of bondage. A.

gaine, 21.20 . The Parents fhall fayto the Elders of his City, This our

Son is ftubborne and disobedient, and will notobey our commandement,

but is a Rioterand a Drunkard. Thenall the menof the City fhall ftene

himwith ftones untodeath, fo fhalt thou take away evill from amongſt

you, that all Ifraellmay heare it and feare, Ecclefiafticus 31. 12. Ifthou

fitteft at a coftly Table, open notthy mouth wideupon it, and fay not,be-

hold muchmeat : Remember that anevill eye is a fhame , and what thing

created is worſethen a wickedeyes for it weepethforevery cauſe : Stretch

notthine handwherefoev er it looketh , and thrust it not with it into the

Diſh. Eate modeftly that which is fet beforethee; and devour not, left thou

bee'fthated. Leave thenoff firft for nurtures fake , and be not infatiable,

left thou offend. Whenthou fitteft amongst many, reach not thy hand

out firftofall : How little is fufficient for a manwell taught ? andthereby

hebelcheth not inhis Chamber, nor feeleth any paine. Awbolfome fleep

commethof a temprate Belly; herifeth up in the morning , and is well
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at eafewith himselfe ; but paine is watchingand choler, like diſeaſes and

pangs of the belly are infatiable men. If thou beeinforcedto eate, arife,

goe forth, andempty thy ftomack, and then take thyreft ; fo fhalt thou

bring no fickneffe unto thine houfe. Shewnot thy valiantneffe in Wine,

forwine hath deſtroyed many ;the Furnace proveth the edge of thetempe-

ring, fo dothWine thehearts of theproud by
drunkenneffe. Wine fo-

berlydrunk is profitable for the life of man : what is life that is overcome

withWine ? Winewas made fromthebeginningto make man glad, and

not for
drunkenneffe : Wine

meafurably taken and in time, bringethglad-

neffe, and
chearefulneſſe ofthe minde ; but drinke with excefle maketh

bitterneffe of minde, brawlings, and fcoldings. Drunkenneſſe increaſeth

the rage ofa Foole, till he offend ; it diminiſhethhis ftrength, and maketh

wounds,&c. Againe 37. 28. be not greedy inall delights, and bee not

too hafty of all meats : for exceffe ofmeatsbringethfickneffe,and gluttony

commethwith cholerick Diſeaſes . Byfurfeit havemany perifhed, andhe

that dyetethhimfelfe prolongeth his life.

ftament.

Thus farrethe oldTeftament ; let usnowhearewhatthe Gofpel faith Texts out of

Luke 6.24. Woebe to you that are rich, for ye have received yourconfo- the NewTe-

lation : Woebe to youthat are full ; for yee fhall behungry :Woebe un-

to you that now laugh ; for yee fhall waile and weepe. Againe 21. 34.

Take heed, left at any timeyourhearts be oppreffed with furfeiting and

drunkenneffe, and cares ofthis life,left that day comeuponyouunawares :

Foras a fnare ſhall it come on all themthat dwell onthe face of the whole

earth. Watch therefore and pray
continually , that yeemaybee counted

worthytoescape all thefe things that fhall cometo paffe, and that ye may

ftandbeforethe Sonne of Man. Rom. 13.12. Thenight is paft , and the

day is at hand, let us therefore caft away theworkes of darkneffe, and ler

us putontheArmour oflight : fothatwewalkehoneftly as in theday,not

in drunkenneffe or gluttony, nor in chambering or wantonneffe , nor in

Atrifeor envying but putyeeonthe Lord Iefu Christ, andtake nothought

for the fleshto fulfill the lufts of it. AndLake 17. In the dayes of Noe

they eate anddranke, theymarryedWives , and were given in marriage,

evenuntill the day that Noe entred into the Arke , and the floudcame and

deftroyed them all.

Thus farrethe Scriptures : I comenow to the Fathers, St. Ambrofe TheFathers

in oneof his Sermons faith, That ill Minifters wait upon the Throat, of Gluttony, "

whichalwayes covets, but is never ſatisfied ; for what is more infatiable

thenthe belly ? to day it receives, to morrow it requires ; beingfull, it

commends abftinence ; beingempty, it cannot endure the name of any

fuchvertue. Hunger is afriend to chafſtity, anenemyto wantonneffe : But

faturitybetrayeth modefty,and corrupts goodmanners . It is not the meat,

but the immoderate appetitethat is condemned: For as St. Augustine

faith, It was not for a Quaile or a Phefantthat Eve longed for, but foran

Apple; andthereby brought a curfe unto allman-kinde. It was not for a

Kid, or a Lambof the flockthat Efan hungred, but for a mefle of Broth ;

forwhichhe foldhisbirth-right. Elias was fed with flesh ; but fohn the

Baptift with Locufts andwildeHoney: andDavidthirſted not for wine,

butwater; forwhich he reprehended himſelfe : neither was our Saviour

inthe Wilderneffe tempted by the Devill with flesh, butbread : and as

Gregory in his Moralls faith, It is not the meat, but the luft after it that is
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in fault ; forweoft-times may eate of dainty Cates without offence , and

yet upon courſe and common fare may finne by furfeit : And in another

place, where Gluttony is predominant, all thofehonours thatmen winne

are loft ; andwhilft thebelly is not bridl'd, all vertues runne to havocke ;

butwhenthat is curb'd and kept in moderation , many vices with it are

awedand reſtrain'd. In vaine it is for us toenter into any fpirituall Con-

flict against the Devill, our common adverſary and his agents , unleffe we

firft fuppreffe the enemythat is within us : which isvoracity and luft af-

ter eatingand drinking, becauſe if thoſe enemies that are fo neare us bee

not fubdued , invainewefhall ftriveto havethe victory over thoſe remote

and afarreoff:To fmal purpoſe it were to fight againstthe enemies without

theWalls, whenthere is nothing but tumults,mutiny, and fedition with

in the City : after full feeding, when the ftomack is fupply'd even unto

belching, fo that it muftneeds fay it hath enough ; yet is not the curiofity

ofthe appetite fatisfied, for the eye is delighted with the colour , andthe

pallate pleafed with the tafte , when the poore fuffering ftomack (beft

pleafed with amediocrity and temperature ) which neither fees theco-

lours, nor relifheththe pleaſantneffe ofthe Tafte, is rather ruin'dthen re-

fresh'd, and confoundedthencomforted. Innocentius lib de Vil, Condit. Hu-

man. ufethwords tothis purpoſe : Gluttony fhut up Paradice , foldthe

Birth-right, hang'd the Baker , beheaded the Baptift ; -Nebuzandan the

Prince of Coole ,burnt theTemple,deftroyed Jerufalem;&Baltazerſitting

at his great Feaftfawthehand-writingupon theWall, andthat nightwas

flainebythe Caldeans.
$17

Hugoin Clauf. faith, That there befomewho fit downeto a feaft withan

unquiet agitation ofthe members , expreffing the infaciate intemperance

of theirmindes, they ſhaketheir heads, fhrugthe fhoulders, theyexpand

theirhands , and not without great uncomlineffe , and unfeemly gefture,

as if theywere rowzing and preparingthemſelves to ingorge and fwallow

thewholebanquet : Other unmannerly poſtures and carriages at Table

they uſe ; for fittingin oneplace, with theireyesthey greedily furvey eve-

ry difh that is ferved in 3 theirhands ready to reach tothe full length of

their armes, removingthis furtheroff, andpulling that nearer ; thenthey

breakethe Bread, pourewine intothe Cupsand Glaffes , befiegingthem-

felves roundwiththe beſt diſhes ; then theypant, fwell, and breath fhort,

throughthevehemence and extremity of feeding, fo that youwou'd thinke

them feeking for fomewide paffage totumble in their fat bits , to fatisfie

theircraving and crookingbellies , as if the narrowneffe of their chaps

andjawes could not fupply their voracious ftomack withthat fuperabun-

dancewhich it expects : Thus fits hee like one befieging a City, doubting

inwhat place first to beginhis affault, and thereforewouldmake irruption

upon all places, and atonce ; andfuch is this Gaftrimargia, or Cormorant-

edulitie. Theywerewont of old to build Templesto thegods, ere&t Al-

tars, appoint Flammins and Prieſts toſerve, kill beafts for the Sacrifice,

burne Incenſe: and fothe carnall and voluptuous men in thefe dayes, they

maketheir Kitchin their Temple, their Table their Altar, their Cookes

their Priefts, their Veales, Lambs,Capons,&c. provided for their Dyers; -

the Beafts for imitation, and the fumes and fteame of their fawc'd Dishes,

Cenfary Incenfe. Indeed over fuperftitious is the induſtry and carethey

have in fettingforth thefervices and feverall courfes at their great and fo-

lempe
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lemne Feaſts and Banquets. Infinite are the varieties and multiplicity of

their decoctions,Roftings, Bakings, Fryings, Stewings, and the like ; with

newdeviſed Sawces, compofed offeverall ingredients, now foft,then hard,

nowcold, then hot ; fome temper'dwith Pepper, otherswith Onions and

Garlick, thenwith Cinamon, thenwith Salt , mens guts longing as Wo-

menwithgreat Bellies. Then arifeth a difputation amongft thefe Helnoes,

whether fuch a Difh tastes better boyl'd or roafted , bak'd or broyl'd, car-

binado'd, or otherwiſe : infomuch that after a dozen difhes of folid meat

devovr'd, there is no impediment or let , but that the laft courfeof more

curious and dainty Cates, is as foone ſwallowed : andwhen the ftomackby

often belching, and eructations fhall fay it hathenough ; yet are nottheir

boundleffe andunlimited appetites fatisfi'd : fuchare theywho make their

bellies their God: and thus farHugo.

AuguftusCafar hearing one Erotes a Procurator of Egypt had bought Erotes

a Birdwhich in fightingwas never conquered , but had the victory of all

withwhichthe contended, andthat he in an humour hadwrung her necké

afunder, and eate her to breakfaft ; he caufed the mantobe fent for, and af-

ter the cauſewas diſcuſs'd; and he had confefs'd the act, he commanded his

bodyto be nayl'dto the Maft ofthe Ship,judginghimtobeunworthylife,

who for a little voluptuoufneffeand itching defire ofthethroat, wouldnot

fparea poore Bird, who might have given delight to many in her fingle

Duells and which moreover,byher undauntedSpirit, yeelded an happy

OmentoCefarof his perpetuall profperity inhis warre. This Plutarch re-

ports of himinhis Roman Apothegmes ; Theviceofthe Belly not onely

debilitates the body,but fhortens the dayesofman ; furfeit of meats de-

voures more then thefword; andthe intemperancein wine devoures more

then theſea.

The Devill byWineworkethmiracles ; but all quite averfe and op- The Devills

pofite tothoſewhich our Saviourdidwhenheewas upon the earth ; who miracles,

madethe lameto walke , thedumbeto fpeake, the blindeto fee , the deafe

to heare.

The meere contrary to theſe hee practiſeth against Gluttons and

Drunkards ; for letthem with never foconftant and ſteady ſtepswalke to

the Taverne, they often returnefrom thence indenturing and reeling this

wayandthat way; their kneesbeingmade unferviceable ; and their legs

fo debilitated, thatthey areſcarce able to ſupport them from falling to

the earth.

Let the Drunkards eyes bee never fo perfect and cleare at hisgo

ing in , at his commingback hee fhall finde themfo waterifh, filmy and

Blear'dwith the fumes ofWine, thathe fhall ſcarcely fee to finde his way

to his owne dwelling : Behis fpeech never fo voluble and diftinet, hee

fhallfinde a great change and alteration in histongue ; for itwill falter in

his mouth, he ſhall lifpe and cliphis English, andbeſcarce able to utter

any one intelligibleword : Andbehis hearing never fo aggragate & quick,

exceffe and fuperfluity ofWine fhallfodull and ſtupifie that fenfe, that

he fhallfeemto be appoplex'd all over, that till the charme beover , and

the Wine have left working, hee fhall not havepower toawake, or the

ftrength toholduphis head, though aDrum fhould beate by him, or a

Cannonbeshot off byhiscare. Moreover, our Saviour reftored the mad
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ander.

and lunatick totheir fenfes ; but thedevill (by Wine abuſed) takes from

thefober all fenfe , andfromtheapprehenfion all understanding ; themo-

derate ſpirit it makes mad, and the low-minded Lunatick ; and thefe are

the Anti-maskes withwhichhe fooles and deludes his fervants, dandling,

and cockeringthem to their utter ruine and deſtruction. I come now to

Hiftory.

One Albidinus, a young manof a moft perdit and debaucht courſe of

life, whenhehad confumed all his Lands, Goods and Jewells, and exhauſt-

ed all his eftate evento one houfe, he withhis owne hands fet that on fire,

anddeſpairingofany future fortune, left the City, and betaking himſelfe

tothe follitude of the woods and groves, hee in a ſhort ſpace after hang'd

himſelfe.

Lucullus a noble Roman,in his Prætorſhip govern'd Africktwo ſeverall

times ; he moreover overthrewand defeated the whole forces of King Mi-

thridates , and refcued his Colleague Cotta , whowas befieged in Calcedon,

and wasvery fortunate in all his expeditions; but afterhis greatneffe grow-

ingan eye- foreto theCommon-weale, he retired himselfe from all pub

like Offices or Imployments, tohis owne private Fields, wherehebuilded

fumptuoufly, fparingfor nocharge tocompaffe any rarity that could bee

heardof; and had in his houſehe made avery rich Library , and plenti-

fullyfurnish'd with Booksof all forts . Andwhenhehad in all things ac-

comodated his houſe, fuitingwithhis ownewiſhes anddefires , forgetting

all Martiall Diſcipline before exercifed, hee whollybetooke himfelfeto

riotous Commeffations,and gluttonous Feafts ; having gotten fo much

ſpoyleand treaſure inthe Warres, that it wasthegreatest part of his ftu-

dyhowmoft profufely to ſpend it in peace.

It is reportedof him, that Pompey and Cicero one night ftealing upon

himwitha ſelf-invitation to fupper, he cauſed onthe fuddaine a Feaſt to

bemade ready, the coftwhereofamounted to fifty thousand peeces of fil-

ver ; the ftate of the place, the plenty ofmeat, the change and variety of

Diſhes, the coftly fawces, the fineneffe and neatneffe of the Services, dri-

vingthe gueſts into extraordinary admiration. Briefely,havinggivenhim-

felfe wholly to a fenfuall life, his high-feeding , and deep quaffing brought

him to fuch a weakneffe , that hee grew apoplex'd in all his fenfes ;

and as one infufficient to governe either himselfe or his eftate , bee was

committed to the keepingof M. Lucullus his neare Kinſeman , dying

foon after.

Cafarthe fonne ofPope Alexander, was one of thoſewho much doted

of PopeAlex on his belley, andwholly devoted himfelfe to all kinde of intemperance,

who indaily Breakfafts,Dinners , afternoon fittings , Suppers, andnew

Banquets,ſpent five hundred Crowns ofthefame,not reckoning Feaftsand

extraordinary Invitations. For Parafites,Buffoones,and Jetters,he allowed

yearelytwothouſand ſuits of Cloathes from his Ward-robe : He main-

tained alfo a continuall armyof eight thousand fouldiers about him ; and

allthis hee exhauſted fromhis Fathers Coffers.

Galentine. And Galentins, thefonneof John Galentius, the firft Duke of Imfabris,

was rankedamongſt theſe great Rioters, whocared not at what expencele

was, ſohe might fee the Treffells of his Tables ready to bend underthe

waighty and gluttonous difhes that were plac'd upon them : who a one

Feaft made at the Celebration of his Daughters marriage (at which

Perarch
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Peeces ofmoney , whichmight be rated to the value of a Spanish Piece

of Eight,or a Dutch Ricks Doller. One Peter a Prieft, and Cardinall in the

timewhenSyxtus was Pope, in the spaceof twoyeares was knowne to la-

vish andwafte three hundred thouſand Double-Duckets ( rated at twelve

fhillings Englishthepiece) uponvanities and unneceffary disbursements,

the greateſtpart ofwhichwas confumed in his Kitchin and Seller, the reft

in fundrykindes of exceffe and prodigality.

1

Iread alfo of one Belfloriusby Nation aSicilian ; at firſt of very meane Belflorius a ST-

and low Fortunes , but after by parfimony ( being a Banker and an Vfu- cilian,

rer) attaining toan infinite, and almoft incredible eftate , heedidnot take

thecommon courfe of your avaritious money-maſters , to impriſon it in

ftrongandIron-barr'd Chefts , but cleane contrary hee built him a faire

and goodly houſe , andwhen it grew upfomewhatabovethe Sellerage and

Foundation, in ftead ofStone or Bricke,his Materials were Plates and pic-

ces of Silver , whichamounted toa mighty fumme; and having finish'd

this argent Structure, there he spent the reftofhisdayes in all voluptuous

feeding: fothat one would have thought Epicurus himſelfe to have furvi-

ved inhim : Sowhat he got lewdly, having spent lavishly, hedyed liketo

a Fowlewhichwe havein Englandcall'd a Knott , whichnever eats in fea-

fon till it dye of Fatneffe. He began in Poverty, continued in Prodiga

lity ended in furfeit. At firfta Camelion, after a Cormorant, and laſtly

Swine or Boare fatted for flaughter.

Let us thereforebethinkeour felves , that whenfoever wee fitdowne to Goodadmont

eateand drinke, we have twogueststo entertaine, and thofe arethebody Gluttony.

tions againft

andthefoule : whatſoever thebody receiveth departs away quickly into

the draught, and isfeenenomore; but thatonwhichthe foule feedes, la-

ftethandabideth for ever ; For then is the mindemoſt apt to apprehend

reaſon, and ghoftly inftruction,wherethe freeoperations of the Braine are

not dull'd and moleftedby ſuch vapours as the exceffe of feedingdiftem-

pers it withall.

Saluft faith, nothing canappeare more abject and mif-becommingman,

whois the Image of the Creatour, then to live as aflave tothe mouth and

belly. But how hard a matter is it (faithCato)topreach Abſtinence tothe

Belly which hath no Bares,and yet is importunate, whetherthe hand have

wherewithto fupply it or no.

•
Socrates inviting certaine of his friends to a Schollers pittance , or a

fpareSupper,when hewastaxedbyone of his Gueſts fortoo flender pro-

vifions, made anſwer ; Ifthefewhom I invited be vertuous, they will fay

here is enough ; but iftheybe otherwife, then I fayhere is too much : In-

temperancy is a root that hathhand in every diſeaſe that belongeth unto

mansbody : and it is a Proverbe commonamongst us; Muchmeat,miel

malady.

Origen tells us, that Veffells more fully fraught then theyare able to

carry, areforc'd to finke ; and the ftomack and belly furcharged with too

much meat and drinke cauſeth bodies to furfeit, which is the readieft

meanes to prepare fickneſſe, and ſickneſſe is the immediate path way to

death.

OneGorgine, a verytemperateand abftemiousman, being demanded

howhe came to arrive tothe number ofan hundred and eight yeares, and
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Boxofus.

in all that time was not vifited with any grievous fickneffe ? made An-

fwer , I never eate but when I was hungry, nor never drunke but when

Iwas thirsty, and then bothmoderately. And King Cyrus being asked

byone of his great Captaines, named Artabazus , in a long and heavy

March, what hewould have provided for his Supper? Heanswered, Bread;

for Drinke ( faithhe) we shall finde in every Current or Fountaine by

theway: To order our lives well and frugally , is to live temperately,

and avoid highand voluptuous feeding ; forthere is a great difference

betwixt living well, and living fumptuoufly : Becauſe the first proceeds

from Diſcipline , Temperance, Frugality, and moderation of the foule,

contentedwith herowne Riches : Theother of Wafte , Exceffe, Luxu-

rious Riot, and contempt of all orderand mediocrity ; but in the Ca-

tastrophe or Conclufion , the one is attended with fhame and difho-

nour , the other with applauſe and glory : They be the very words of

Plate Therfore let us fuffice nature, but furfeit not, fupply thebodies

neceffities , but offend it not : For who fo fhall endeavour the con-

trarie , let him be forewarned by the fubfequent examples.

Maximinus, a Groomeofbafe and fordidcondition , borne of nee

dy Parents , his Father being a poore fhepheard ; and hee being of

a ftrong and able body , betookehimselfe tobee acommon Souldier, in

which practice he fhewed prefidents of unexampledcourage ; infomuch,

that he waspromotedby thegood Emperour Alexander Severus his Lord

and Mafter, to eminent place and Office , andgrew ofgreat remarke in

the Campe: But fuchwashis ambition , and ingratitude withall, that

he confpired thedeathofhis Prince , and cauſed him with his Mother

Mammastobee flaine , leaving not one that was friend or favouriteto

hisvertuous predeceffor alive : Whichdone , hee ufurped the Imperi-

all Purples whoas heewas a Barbarous Thracian bybirth , fo hee was

by nature covetous after Bloud-fhed , removing all without any mercy,

whom heeeither feared or hated ; or if neither, fo he knew him to be

rich, to poffeffe himfelfe of his eftate. I will not ſtand to make a

particular Relation of all his Infolencies , Rapines , Extortions, Mal-

facres, and Murthers , butcome unto that which is now in agitation,

his Gluttony ; which was in fuch Exceffe , that everyday for his owne

particular allowance , he had forty pounds of Flefh , and Bread anfwe-

rable tothe quantityof Meat , and five Gallons of Wine for his Drink;

andfo muchhee conftantly devoured, befides Sallets , made Dishes, and

other Junkets and Kickshawes that came by the bye ; For though his

maine repaft was follid Food , on which hee laid his foundation , yer

was hee lickerifh alfo after any other rarity that was ſerved into his

Table And yet for all this , could not (his God) his Belly fave him,

but after threeyeares ufurpation, inwhofe ImperiallCommandhee had

demeaned himselfewith all brutifh Tyranny , returning from the fiege.

of Aquilaa, which hewas compell'd to leave to his great dishonour,

he was at Rome withone Balbitinus miferably cut to pieces amongst his

Souldiers.

The EmperourBonefis was alfo fuch another. Kopifcus reports of hin

that as hee uſed to eate voraciously , fo hee dranke inceffantly ; info

much, that no man wasableto contendwith him in his great draughts,

and Elbow-deep Healths infomuch, that the Emperour Aurelianus

faid,
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faid of him 3 that fellow was onely borne to drinke, not to live. Upona 103

-time whenthe Embaffadors of the Babarians wereto appeare before him,

and to deliver themſelves from the King their Mafter , in ftead of hea-

ring their Embaffie , hee caufed great ſtore of Wine to bee brought,

and pretending their liberall and free welcome and entertainment , hee

foply'dthemwith healths, that they were not able to expreffe themſelves

for what cauſethey were fent thither ; but cunningly withall propofed

unto them fuch queſtions, that in their lavish cups they utter'd untohim

theveryfecrets of their hearts, being much more then theywould have o-

therwife reveal'd : andwhen heehad underſtood what he would, hee taun-

tingly difmiftthem, andwould never affoord them further audience. So

much as hedrunke fo muchhe could evacuate at pleaſure, fothat his body

wasneverfurcharged neither in all his day-riots, or nights commeffations

couldit bee perceived either by the falteringof his tongue, or failingof

his legs, that hee was any way diftempered, hewasof fuch an able confti-

tution : but all that could not fecure his life, or addeto his dayes ; for af-

ter being overcome by Probus ( who fucceeded him in his Empire ) he

caufedhimto dye a moſt unworthy death , no way befeeming his for-

merStateand Dignity,but rather fuiting his vicious incontinency; name-

ly to be hangedbythe neck in an Hempen Halter , like a common Fel-

lon : From whence a Jeft grewamongſt the Souldiers s

Amphorumpendere non hominèm

That it was no man that hungthere, but a Tun or Hogfhead.

T oli...

2

The fame Author Vopifcus fpeakes of one call'd Phage, an infatiable

Devourer, who had no other pride nor practice ; infomuch, that hee PhagoEdax.

grewas famous for that abominable vice , as if hee had beene poffefs'd

withſome extraordinaryvertue : His nameand fameſpread fo fatre, that

it cameto the eares of the Emperour Aurelianus who for hovelties

fake , willing to fee if hee wereable to doe what was reported of him,

admittedhimtohis Table, andforwhofedyet provifion was made accor-

dingly and divers fpectators tobehold the Prodegy , there at one fup-

per hedevouredan hundred loaves of Bread, a fat Wether , and an Hog

ofa yeareold,anddrank tothemaccording to the rate of eight Gallons of

Wine : infomuch, that all lefteatingto feehim feed ; andwondredthe ra-

ther , becauſe he feem'd no way mov'd or diftempered for whichthe

Emperour at the intreaty of thoſewhobrought himthither, difmift him

witha reward. But hee fhortlyafter dyed miferably, choked in the midſt

of his fogluttonous feeding.

A certaine Noble Generall beingtold that one of his Souldiers could

at once eate fuchan huge quantity of provant and victuall , that it feemed

tohim incredible , hee fent forhim, and finding his other abilities no

wayexceeding others , hee prefentlycommandedhimtobee hanged, fay

ing, that he and an hundred more fuch as himfelfe,were in one moneths

fpace able to ftarvehim and his whole Army.

7037

Clodius Albinas, whofe Gutswere asa finkeor common Shore to en- Clodius Ant

tertainewhat trash or garbage,was conveighed into it, yet withall lovedto

feedwith all delicacy, he is faidat one Supperto have devour'd five hun-

Nan dred

28



Gluttony punished.
TheTheatre of

104.

Heterognatbus.

Mithredates

dred Figs , an hundred Perfick Apples , ten Melons of Oftea , twenty

poundweight ofLibican grapes,an hundred Ficedula,whichare Birdsthat

feedupontheVines, much likea Nightingale, and forty Oyſters.

It is fpoke of one called Heterognathus, that through hafty eating , he

devoured the flesh from his owne Jawes and Cheeks, and fent it downe

packingwith the reft.

Heraclides Pictaswas fuch an Helmo, that fcarceany ofhis time could pa-

rallell him : fomehe would invite to Breakfaſt, fome others to Dinner, a

thirdcompanyto Supper, and feed heartilywiththem all, ( fit as long as

theywould) and care and drinkewiththemwithout Intermiffion , or Čef-

fation , and at night fee all the Tables cleare , that nothingwere left for

morning.

King Mithridatus alfo may truely bee call'd an infatiate eater, who

KofPontus, wouldgive rewards tofuchaswould feed higheft, and drinke deepeft, ma-

king it his greateft glory that heewas never exceeded in either ; yet was

defirous to have others companions with him in his Gluttony ; fetting

whichafide , heewas aman of admirable parts, andhad foexquifitea me-

mory, that hee was able to fpeake twoandtwenty feverall Languages,

and call allthe Souldiers in his Armyby their names : Befides, forhis

Valourhe was fearedof all ; yet heewas overthrowne in Battaile firft by

Syllus, next by Lucullus , and lastly by Pompey quite defeated : Hee ufed

to cate Poifon ; and in his laſt great overthrow would have poyfon'd

himfelfe , but it hadnot the ftrength toworke uponhim. Being inpri-

fon, fuchwasthe Majeftyof his Countenance , thatwhen an Executioner

was fent to put him todeath, hee frighted himwith his very looke , and

loath to haveanyotherdeaths-manbut himfelte , he was found flaine by

his owne hand , piercing thoſe Bowells that had beene the receptacle

offo much unneceffary dyet. Withwhom maay be numbred Breficthon,

who after hee had confumed his whole Revenue , fold his Daughter

Metrafor money, by proftitutingher body to every ftranger , andhaving

devouredall, he after cate the flesh off from his owne Armes , and in the

enddy'd ofhunger.

DomitiusAffer Eufebius reports of one Domitius Affer , who receivingmore meat at

Supper , thenhis ftomackcouldwell digeft, or his belly containe , dyed

fuddenly fitting at the Table.

Philoxenes,

Galba andVi

tellim,

Philoxenes wasof that nafty and beaftly greedineffe , that being invi-

ted to any Table , without refpect to the honour of him who made the

Feaft , ifhe perceived anyto fall upon that Dish whichhee had a minde

to, hee would moft unmannerly blow his Nofe upon the meat , that

they refraining it , he might ingroffe it wholly and folely to himselfe,

Hee was moreover heard to wish to have the necke of a Crane , that

hee might take the moredelight in the going downe of his Meat and

Drinke.

The Emperour Galba who fucceeded Nero in the Imperiall Purple,

reigned feven Moneths and feven dayes ; and notwithstanding hee was

threefcore and three yeares of age, yet hee had an appetite betimes ir

the morning, before the rifing ofthe Larke : Hewas no foonerup, hit

hee call'd for his Breakfaft , which fometimes ( if other occafions

call'd him not ) hee would continue till Noone, and dine never the

worfe ; and foomake Dinner and Supper meet even till bedtime. Vi

tellius
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their liveswere fo alike ) He was Emperour, and was ſo covetous, that

he pillaged and robbed the very Churchesand Temples , andtaking away

the golden Veffells and Plates , made thofe of Braffe to ferve in their

ftead. But his gluttony was incomparable , for hee had ferved into one

Supper , two thouſand ſeverall forts of Fishes , and feven thouſand fe-

verall kindes of Fowles ; and more hee would have had, ifmore could

have been compafs'd : Moreover , when hee lay neare unto the Sea

hee would fuffer no Fifh to come to his Table ; but when hee kept

Court farre up within the Land , hee would feede upon nothing elfe,

becauſe without extraordinary charges it could not bee conveighed un-

to him ; efteeming that which was deare onely dainty. But to come

to their Deaths ; Thefe two Charibdes and ingurgitating Quick-fands,

when they faw that they were ready to be flaine by the hands of their

owne Souldiers ; they both ( though happening at ſeverall times ) de-

fired to bee made drunke before their executions , which was granted

them , fo that when the Souldiers Swords pierced their Bowells , the

Wine mixedwith bloud iffued out of their wounds ; andthus as they

werein their Lives monftrous , fo they were in their deaths everlaſting-

ly miferable.

I have hitherto ſpoke of Eaters, I come now to Drinkers ; the first

onely haftningtheir owneruines,butthe latter having beenthe deſtructi-

onof themſelves andothers.

Concerning this Sinne of Bibacity and Vinofity , Infinite are the Drunkards)

Examples that Antiquity hath left to pofterity ; ofwhich I remember amongſt the

unto you fome few.

Grecians.

Amongst the Grecians, Protem the Macedonian had the name ofan Alexander the

Invincible Toffe-Pot ; to whom Alexander the Great having dranke Great

a Bowle of twelve Sextaries, which is of our Meafure two Pottles and

a Quart , hequickly play'd it off, and after ſome ſmall pauſe, cauſed

it the fecond time to be brim'd , and dranke to him againe. But A-

lexanders ftrength failed in the Pledge, and the Bowle flipt throughhis

Fingers.

Hee grew to fuch intemperance, that after exceffe of Drinking, he

was fored to keepe his bed two dayes and two nights together , with-

out being feeene abroad : In his Wine hee would cauſe his bestfriends

to bee flaine , and then grievovfly lament them being fober. Hewas

call'd by his owne Souldiers the Cup-Conquerer : and whofoever

could poure moft Wine downe his Throat , they would fay of him ;

yea marry, this is a fellow that may drinke with Alexander ; who

when twenty have beene in company together , hee hath drunke to e-

very one of them round , and then pledg'd them againe feverally ;

which horrible vice was a mighty Eclipfe to all his other Vertues.

Caloftiphenus the Sophift comming to him into the Sympoſian , the

King offered him a deepe Draught , which hee refufed with this An-

fwer , I defire not , O Alexander, to receive fuch a Pledgefrom thee;

by taking of which , I must bee enforc'd to enquire for a Phyfitian.

But this great Captaine and Commander , who was Lord of the

whole earth , who made his body no better then a Seller or Stowage

for
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Antiochas the

Illuftrious,

Agrones.

The bitter

fruits of Gor-

forWine, whichhetook involuntarily: At the fame paffage against his

willhe received poiſon, whichendedboth his life and the hope of all his

future Victories. Andnowonderwhen men come toglory in a finne,and

make it their pride ; for Cares Mitelenus reports ofhim, that when hee

cametothe TombeofCalanus, the Indian Philofopher, hee celebrated to

his honour and memory three prizes ; for Mufick,Wraftling,and Drink-

ing ; inwhichwho excell'd in the firft, had a Talent ; in the fecond, three

hundred pieces of filver , in the laft ten : and in that thirty Indians con-

tending for maſtery, drunkethemſelves dead inthe place, and fix more ex-

piredfomefew houres after.

Antiochuswas fo befotted with Wine , that ſcarce a day paffed him

withoutdistemper ; and yet notwithſtandingfirnamed the Illuftrious. Pof

fedippus fpeaks ofone Antiochus,towhom they gavethe the name ofBibax,

whofought a great battellagainſt Arbaces in Media ; but being flaineinthe

conflict,& his bodybrought beforetheConqueror,he taunted him in thefe

words ; ThyWine andthyboldneffe hath much deceived thee,O Antio-

chus,who inthy deep and lavish Cups didft promiſe to thy felfe to have

drunke upthe Empire of Arbases.

Polybius fpeakes of one Agrones, Kingof the Illirians , who by often

and immoderate furfeits, dy'd of an extreame paine inthe belly. Dionifius

juniordrunke out his eyes ; andCleomenes the Lacedemonian, ftabb'd himfelf

withhis knifewhenhewas extreamely cup-fhot. Elpenor, having drunke

hard, would needs climbe a Ladder ; but his headhaving taken the winde,

(as his body had received the Wine) his hands and feet both failing, bee

fell downe andbrakehis neck. The like happened to one Philoftratus com-

mingfromthe Sinuefanian Baths ; and Cleomenes King of Sparta, in ftriving

toimitatethe Scithian Vinoleuch, grew frantick, and fo dy'd. Lacides the

Philofopher bytoo much Compotation fell intothe Difeafe call'd Paraly

fus,anddy'dof it. Armitas and Cyannippus, both of Syracufa, in their drun-

kenneffe ravish'd their daughter ; andin theirfobrietywereafter flaine by

theirowne children whomtheyhad vitiated.

It is furtherread of Alexander ,that hewas ofawoudrous temperateand

abftemious continence,till he had fubdu'd the Perfians, who liv'd the moſt

deliciouſlyof any nation underthe Sunne : but ashe Conquered them, fo

theirvices Captiv'd him , and made him a meere flave to all fenfuality

and pleaſure. Sothe Romanswere a people of civill demeanour, andofa

moftthrifty and temperate Dyet ; but having won the Monarchyfrom

the Grecians, as they could teach the other to fight, fo they could quickly

learne of them todrinke and health it after their lavishand riotous man-

ner: Briefely, youfhall fcarcely read of any brave and victorious Nation,

whobrought any forraigne peopleunder fubjection ; but thoughthe spoils

hetook thence were of never fogreat value, there came withhimthegrea-

teſt part oftheirvices, were they neverfovile. I need not preffe this much

farther, the late Examples from the Roman Emperours and others, may

fufficiently illuftrate it.

I come nowto the moftbitter fruits that grow upon this curfed Tree of

mundizing & Gluttony,and the Parricidal and bloudy effects thereof.Doctor Selreccers

inPad. pag. 211. hath this Hiftory : Inthe fameCity ( faith he ) where

St. Augustine was borne, dwelt a very rich man, bothof great power and

Gluttony.

fubftance,
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fubftancewho had one onely Sonne, the fole heire to his meanes and for-

tunes , who taking very debaucht , and riotous courfes , notwithſtanding

his Fathers dayly admonifhments ; yet ftill hee perfifted in his former

courfe oflife. The Father out ofhis greater indulgence, as havingbut one,

had allowed him large exhibition ; and the mother tooof her naturall love

had ſtill ſupply'd his riotous expences , both ufing him with gentle and

courteous language,hopingby that fair courfetodrawhim to fomeregula-

rity:But findingthat it nothing prevailed,but that every dayhegrew worfe

then other , hebegan then to change his Coppy , his Brow was more au-

ftere, and his look morefupercilious , and his tongue ( before altogether

inur'dto adviſe and gently perfwade ) grew nowtoanother tone, ſharply

to reprove and reprehend him . But that which toucht the Son neareft,

was,he tookaway allhis meanes fromhim, leavinghim to the wideworld,

thinking(ifany thing) want and neceffity might makehimlook into him-

felfe, andintimereduce himto fome goodneffe : but alas his hopes were

all in vaine ; forthe youngman grew fo ftupid and befotted in drunken-

neffe, that hee grew like one fenceleffe , at leaft uncapable of any good

and wholſome counfell. It happened fome moneths after hehad this neg-

lect from his Father, and his ſcores abroadgrew fo high, that neitherTa-

verne nor Ale- houſe ( knowinghimtobe in his Fathers diſpleaſure)would

givehim anyfurther credit : Hecame home tothe houſe (whenceheehad

been foure weekes abfent ) and being full of Wine , entred at the gate,

whom his father meeting, andfeeinghim in that diftemperature, he began

tochide him after the old manner ; which the other impatient to heare,

catcht himbythe throat,andhaving utter'd many execrable oathes, call'd

himold Dotard, and faid, Moneyhe wanted, andmoneyhewouldhave ere

he departed: The Fatherfeeingviolence offered , calledout for helpe ; at

whichtheSonnedrewhis Dagger,andftabb'dhim into the Shoulder,moft An unmarch-

of the Servants were abfent abroad ;butthe mother hearing her husbands able villaino

voice, comes downe, andfeeinghimbleed , andher fonnes Dagger bloudy

in one hand, and with theothergrafpinghis throat, Thee fell downe upon

her knees, and humbly befought him to fparehis life ; but the devill had

got fuchpower over him,thathewas deafe to all intreaties,and folely bent

onthemoſt horridmifchiefethat could bedeviſed : Forbreakingfuddenly

from his father, he at an inftant whipt out his fword , and ran him cleane

throughthebody ; and then turning towards his Mother , who fill'd the

place with many a lamentable out-cry, he difpatcht her of life alfo ; and

as hewasabout to enter the houſe, purpofingto rifle their Coffers , and fo

tobe gone, incame fomeof the fervants,and findingtheir Maſter and Mi-

ftris weltering in their blouds, they flood confoundedandamazed, and not

knowingwhat Murderers were inthe Houfe, or howftrong theywere,they

fhut faft to the Doores, and Barricado'dthem,till theyhad called inhelpe

fufficient : Officers werefent for that open'd thedoores, and fearchingthe

Houſe, found the Paracide with hisbloudy weapons in hishands, and his

Pockets well ftuft withgold, who was prefentlyapprehended, and fent to

Priſon, and there ladenwith asmany Irons as hee was able tobeare : There

needed no great examination, the fact beingfoapparent was foone confeft,

and hee condemned to fuffer onely one death , whohaddeſerved a thou-

fand.

Almoftthe

I could almoftparallellthis Story, even here in our Countrey, with a likedone in

youngEngland,

000
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whofe Fatherbeingdead, his mother continued a grave and religious Ma-

tron. This youngman feldome comming foberhome , the had often dif.

fwaded gently from fuch debaucht courfes, but found in him noamend-

ment : One night he ftaying abroad very late,fhe refolved not to goe toreft

till bee came in , and ifhe were any way intoxicated , or overcome with

Wine, to chide him foundly , which happened according toher feare;

forthat night hee was extraordinarily in drinke , which thee by his un-

certaine fteps, and juftling the walls perceiving, intercepted him in his

wayto his Chamber, andbegan to chide and rate him foundly , which he

not havingthe patience to endure, the devill fo wrought withthe Wine,

that he drew his Rapier and runne her throughthebody : andthis hapned

within theſe few yeares,whofe name I conceale as loathto offend his Wor-

fhipfull friends and kindred yet living, who might thinke the fact being

fohorrid, ( howfoever themfelves bee innocent thereof ) a blemish to

their name and pofterity : and in confideration ofthe premiffes , I leave

to all Parents , who are too cockering and indulgent over their children,

inbringingthem up, this Counfell from Solomon, With. holdnot correction

fromthe childe , if then fmite him withthe rodhee fhall not dye ; thou shalt

Smite him withthe rod, andfhalt deliver his foulefrom hell.

The effects of Notwithstandingthefe fearefull judgements , howmany maywe meet

too muchwine in the day-time come either led, or elfe reeling from the Tavernes, but

eſpecially in the night , wherefome have beene almoft ftifled byfal-

ling into kennells , others found fleeping upon Dung-hills , on which

ftumbling, havenot beene ableto rife , but there havetookuptheir lodg-

ing for all night ; fome that have been conducted home, yet in goingup

ftaires tobed, have falne backward and broketheir necks. But of allmi-

raculous elcapesthat I haveheard of; Imy felfeknewtwo Gallants come

from the Taverne, fo ftrangely overtaken with Wine,thatwhenthey came

intothe ſtreet, theywere ſcarce able to ftand, or goe, or move one footbc-

fore another ; the night was darke , and loath they were to take the

benefit of a light, becauſetheir indenturing fhould not bee obferv'd : and

becauſe they wouldboth take one fortune, they catcht faft hold oneofthe

other, and onthey went ; it happened in the waythat a Seller doore being

left open, downe they both fell into a Vault : but here is the wonder, one

Amiraculous of their Rapiers flipt cut of the fcabbard, and fell with the pummill

downwards, andthe pointup-right ; thefe tumbled after it, and it ranne

one of them through the Breeches at the knee, uptothewafte, and thence

throughthe body of the Dubletuptothe fhoulder, where the point ap-

pear'd an handfull bare at his neck , and yet in the whole paffage not fo

much as once raz'd any part of his skinne. Thenoife of the fall fuddenly

commandeda light ; but whenthey faw the Rapier fo ftrangely fcabbard-

ed, andby fearch found that the party had no hurt, theywere all amazed,

and the two Drunkards with the apprehenfionthereof made almoſt fo-

ber : This was one of Gods miraculous deliverances ; but let none pre-

fume to make that a preſident for his fecurity : for doubtleffe , heehath

leffe wit thenan Ideot, whobeing in his beft fobriety , would hazard the

likedanger.

escape,

Adrunken

Butcher.
But it hath not happened foto others ; for a Butcher who was observed

foracommon Drunkard, being Pot-fhot, and in his Cups, wasgot into a

Cart
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Cart to receive fome hides, or fuch like commodityto lade itwith , and

ftooping hisbody to take fomethingin, his Head was too heavy for his

Legges that fhould have fupported him, and downe bee fellupon a Forke

which ftood bythe Cart fide with the pikes upward, hee pitcht his breaſt

upon it, which pierc'd himto theheart, fothat hedyed immediatelywith-

out calling to God for mercy : andthis is knowne not long fince to have

happened.

109

In Norfolke three men comming drunke out ofan Ale houfe, late in the A judgement

night, amongst many other prophane and blafpemous ſpeeches , they be- upon three

gan to jeft at Hell, and withall to fweare, that in themoft obfcure place of drunkards.

it, it could not be fo dark as that night was;at length theywere to take leave

and part every man to his home ; and after a drunken farewell , the one

of theirwayes lying over a Bridge , his feet failinghe flipt into thewater,

and was drowned : Thetwo other were Horfe-men, one of which, by the

ftumbling of his horfe,was caft upon theground,wherehewas after found

dead, with his neck broken ; neither did the third efcape without a moft

remarkable Judgement ; for his horfewas foundgrazing in one place, and

hedead in another, but without any wound; for fome conjectur'd that hee

perith'd with the extremity of cold, it being abitter frosty night,and fnow

fallingwithall.

AGlafier in Chancery lane, not longfince fo overcharged his ftomack A Glafier.

withwine, that comming homehe fell a vomiting in that extreame and .

extraordinary fathion , that breaking a veine within him he dyed within

two dayes after and a Barber in Drewry-lane comming from the Ta-

verne inthe like diftemper , his wife with much adoe got him to bed, ABarber.

wherehefell into afoundand dead fleep ; forthat night beingverytempe-

ftuous, and a mightywinde ftirring, andthey lodging in an upper roome

or Garret , the Chimney was blownedowne andhekill'd in his bed , his

wife that lay cloſe by his fide , having no hurt at all : To reckon up all

the knowne judgements in this kinde would makethis Tractate volumi-

nous :theſe therefore for the prefent I hopemayfatisfiethe indifferent rea-

der , who ifhe fhall butenquire from man toman of the difafters hap-

ning in that kinde, fhall heare from their owne motion, Stories too many

of all good Chriftians to bee charitably commiferated , and lamentably

deplored.

drank himself

todeath.can h

Thefe havebeen examples offuch as wee call downe-right Drunkards, One that

and like felfe-murderers have beene not onely acceffaries, but the Agents

of their owne deaths : ofwhich nature one accident of which my felfe

was eye-witneffe,comes freshinmyremembrance, and happened fome fe-

ven or eight yeares fince at the moft : Fiveyoungmen commingfrom If-

lingtonupona Sunday, wherethey had beene drinking good ftore of Ale,

in their wayhomecametothe Nags-headTaverneuponClerken-well hill,

wherethey cal'd for Wine,(what quaintity they dranke I am not certaine)

but in the midd'ft of their carrowfing, oneofthem ( being a young man

a Barber in Ivy-lane, and lately married) grew to tobee drowfie, and at

length dropt under the Table; which the reft not minding , put it off

with ajeft , and faid, he did but counterfeit fleep till the reckoning was

paid; anotherfaid, hee had knowne him doe the like before ; and thus

they paſt the time till they were ready to part ; whencalling for arecko-

ning , they alſo call'd for their drowfie Companion to rife , and to goe

along
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on ofa Prodi-

gall Citizen:

alongwiththem : but hearing that hemade no answer, they puſht him

and jogg'd him, yet all in vaine ; till at length bythe helpe ofthe Mafter of

the Houfe,they liftedup his body, andfethim on one of the Benches ;but

his head fell downe into his bofome, fortherewasno life inhim at which

theygrewallamaz'd ; neither can I blame them, who for every Glaffe of

Wine they enforc'dhim todrinke beyond his ftrength, might as well to

havegivenhim a ftabbe in the breaſt with a Puniard: The next day came

his weepingWife, and fome of his forrowfull kindred , and conveighed

his body from the Taverneto the Churchto be buried.

I come now to that from which I late deviated,as to thoſe who through

exceffe of Gufling ( for manners fake call'd good fellowſhip ) deftroy

not themſelves with fuddaine Deaths , but rather Confumptions and

lingring Maladies , which alfobydegrees bringeth on an affured andun-

timely end , one ofthebranches thereof is luxurious Prodigality , mixt

with intemperate Vinocity , ofwhich I will give youbut one Prefident .

Arich Citizens fonne , and well ally'd amongst the Aldermen, be-

A rue relati- inga perfonable and proper youngman , daring, andvaliant , of awon-

drous activebody, acutewit , andafeeming follid apprehenfion ; his Fa-

ther dying, left him(what eſtate in land I know not) thirty thouſand pound

inready Cafh, befides Plate, Jewels, and houfesfurnish'd with rich hang-

ings, with all Utenfills fuitableto the ſtate of Aldermen. Now this man

whowas no Gamfter to laviſh his meanes that way, yet ſpent all his

whole and entire eftate within the fpace of three yeares : Wouldany

manbeleeve how this could be poffible ? Well, I will tellyouhow; he

kepttwo or three tall fellowes in Skarlet Liveries, dawb'dwithgold lace;

and for his owne particular would fhift his Cloathes twice a day, wearing

one fuit in the morning, another after dinner : his moft frequented Ta-

verne, was the Kings HeadinnewFiſh-ſtreet, where hee ufually din'd and

fupt in the longRoome , at the long Table , where thoughhee were but

himfelfeand his friends , hee wouldhavethe Boord throng'd withvariety

ofDiſhes, fromthe top tothebottome ; and as his meatwas beyond rule,

fo manytimes hisdrinkewas beyondreafon : and thoughhe could notbe

without flatterers or Sycophants about him , yet could they never foole

him out ofany bounty : His Tablewas free for them , but his Pockets

Thut, keeping alwayes abraceof principall good Geldings ; his delight

wastoride them off from their legges , and when they were foundred,

orpaſt preſent ſervice, givethemtoone ofhis Groomes.

prodigall.

He hada great longingto pleaſe all his five fenfes at once ; nor couldhe

Aftrange andbee at peacewithin himfelfe till he hadaccompliſh'd it ; and allow'd to

unheard of the delight of every fenſe a ſeverall hundred pound , for which hee be-

fpoke acurious faire roome , hungwith the richeftArras that could bee

hir'd , and furnifh'd with all the most exquifite Pictures that might bee

bought or borrowed, to pleaſe the eye.

Hee thenhad allthe choiceft Muficke that could be heard of, andhow

farre offfoever tobe fent for , with all the varieties or rarities that could

beraiſed from any Inftrument, to give him content tothe eare. Then he

had all the Aromaticks , and Odoriferous Perfumes to delight his fant

in fmelling: Next all the Candies, Preferves, all the Junkets, even the

ftretching of theApotecaries, or Confectionaries Art to pallate his

take and laftly a beautifull and faire ftrumpet lodg'd with him in a

foft
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foft bed, andthe daintieft Linnen that couldbe compafs'd , to accommo-

date his tutch : and all theſethis Epicure, ( more then ever Sardanapalus

did) enjoy'd at one inftant.

To tell of his meaner Riots, after thefe (thoughtheyweregreat in them-

felves ) yet in the relation wouldappeare nothing , and therefore I omit

them: Briefly, as he grew in an inftantto wealth, fo hefell as fuddenly to

want ; and thenthofe who had been his greateſt fycophants , would fhun

thewayofhim : He drew to all thedebauchtneffe that could be nam'd,be-

ing a brother of the Broom-ftaffe , not worth a cloak , though never fo

thred-bare, beingforc'd moft fhamefully tobeg of his acquaintance, and

thoſe he hadknowne ; heewas after preft for a common fouldier, and for

running away from his Captaine thould have been hang'd ( but for his

Worshipfull kindred, for whofe fake I alſo forbeare to name him ) the

matter was put off : But now followes thewonder, after all this contempt,

mifery, and penury, two or three Gentlemen call'd him up into a Tavern,

ofpurpoſe to have fome difcourfewithhim ; and one amongſtthem defi-

red him to refolve him faithfully of one queftion he would askehim, who

proteſted unto him that he would unfaignedly doc't : He then faid to him,

you havebeen a Gentlemanwell bred, and havefpent a very faire Fortune,

you are now caft downe tothe loweſt difgrace that can be, as having tafted

ofall miferies whatſoever ; andyouknow them both,plenty & poverty,in

a tull meaſure; now my demandof you is,(the premiffes confidered) ifyour

had all your former eftate in your hands entire ( knowingwhat younow

know)wouldyou not be averygood Husband ? Towhomhemade anfwer,

andbounditwith agreat oath; if I had, faid hee, all the eftate I before en-

joyed, andten times agreater, I would fpend it allto liveoneweek likea

God , though I were fure to be dam'a tohell the next day after : which

ftrook the Gentlemen into fuch aſtoniſhment, and anger withall, that in◄

fteadofgiving him money, whichwas their purpofe, they thruft him out

ofthe roome as a prophane and blafphemous wretch,andwould never look

upon him after.

up

Whothat ſhall lookupon allthe Prodigalls and fpend-thrifts that have

had great fortune, and have wafted themtonothing ; or confider howma-

nyyoung Shop-keepers that have had good and fufficient ſtocke to fet

with, and through Drinking and Company-keeping, ( neglecting their

home-affaires) have fuddenly proved Trade-falne ;andwhat hath beenthe

end ? but to fill Gaoles, and furniſh prifons ; or if they efcape with Li-

berty, to fall into diffolute and deſperate courſes, which bring them into

certaine difgrace, but most commonlyunto untimely end. Befides, how

many youngheires in the Countrey, borne to faire Revenues, and poffeft

of great eftates,who having liv'd formerly in the Countrey, and after come

to feethe faſhions of the City , what by Tavernes , Ordinaries, Game-

houfes, Brothell- houſes, and the like, havebeen fo befotted and flupified,

that they have fuddenly runthemſelves out of all their fortunes ; and then

growing defperate,having ſpent theirown, forc'd from others , andtaking

purfes bythe high-way fide , have come at length to difgrace their gentry

bytheir infamous deaths at the Gallows. And theſe and the like are the re-

markable judgments continually exercis'd upongluttons& drunkards:from

which finof Gurmandizing,as from all the reft,Godofhis infinite mercy,

evenfor the merits of his Sonne Chrift Jefus deliver us all. Amen.

FINIS.
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