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ery foolish are the magl who do tricks 1in

front of cameras. and 1t 1s a wealk alibl that
they 'dildn't kmow it was a fsst one.'! You ean't
beat a lens thet will catch a bullet in flight
and thers is no sense trying. Dave Allison tried
it with the bird cage and Russ Walsh with his
golf stick to handkerchief and both of these men
present their effescts 1n a manner far above aver-
age. Mr, Walsh's position in the world of magic
is such that no one c¢an suspect him of exposing
deliberately. Therefore 1t was ignorance of the
lens! speed or a gamble which lost., Mr, aAlllson's
explanation has been that & faat camera was used
and promissd deletions wers not made, Bub no matter
what the excuses are up to now, the lesaon is not
to attempt sleight of hand tricks before cameras.
Do acmething in whioh the working 1a mechanical
and hidden 1f you work before any lena,

+ Fo Grant's Magic Eye 18 a clever adaptation
Uof modern sclence. 43 1s usual with Grant ef-
fects, a number of varlable tricks have been fig-
ured out and the magical hobbylst who likes to
have something set in his home for the mystifica-
tion of his guests will be more than happy when
he can use thias photo electrical principle to per-
form any number of welrd and varied tests.

esponding to s number of inquerlies at once I
Rc&n state that I will have no hooks published
in the near future., It is not my idea of being
exactly falr to accept materlal from others for
The Jinx, and then publish effects of my own in =
separate book or manuscript, is long as The Jinx
is received favorably by magl at large, any and
all material I mey have to releasse will De found
among its pages.

ating apclogles as I do makes this doubly hard

to write. The Winter Extra has been delayed,
not because I was apending time and money writing
and publishing sour notes on a worn out plano, but
because I left New York just before Christmas with
a night club revue vn tour and have been jumping
steadlly sinece that date. In bhetwsen pscking, un-
paoking, and working four shows a night, not to
speak of the time loat in traveling, I!ve kept all
mall answered and gotten ocut one Jinx end one of
the Jordan Series. The Extra has been slowly fin-
ished and it 1s with a sigh of relief that it fin-
ally leaves my handas. I promise not to get caught
for time again,

ercy Abbott's new magazine 'The Tops! has turn-
8d out to be a worthwhile contributlion to magiec,
The first lssue had good tricks, many ads, and an
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array of writers whilch should make any magazine
a succeas. More power to it,

nother blt of publishing mede its appearance

during the month entitled 'The Linx!. No price
w3 glven and no publlsherits name attached although
1t wasn't necessary really because all writers in
the magical fleld are too well typed to be mistak-
en, This extremely unpresuming sheet will hence-
Torth {according to the modest editor) make a prac-
tice of revealing the merciless truth gbout avery-
thing except good tricka, Don't fall to obtain a
copy (if only for your magiecal library) from sny
of those upon whose shoulders has bDeen snifhed the
liability of sending coples through the mail, Ny
own little personal giggle 1s because the half-msd
writer can spend time and money to publish poorl
1aid out leaflets while his very sincere subserib-
ers to other publications have to whistle for
thelr due. I sympathize deeply as it muat be a
great comedown when one has to publish his writ-
inzs free and anonymously 1n order to get them
read.

ere 1s a happy thought from across the sesas.

Clement de Lion postcarde me from FPrance with
& preity lmprovement on foreing with a single
dle. In my book on foreing I included the idea
of foreing a card in a row of four where 1% gcan
be counted zs two or three, and five or eix. I
suggested rolling agaln if the ace or four showed
with the remark that to show difrerent numbers
would turn up was the reason. Thim long distance
improvement 1g not to make any excuse when the
ace or four turns up but merely say, "We will
use the hildden number. Please 1ift it up snd gea
what 15 on the undersgide.” It has to be a five
or a three! Thanks a lot, M, de Llon.

"1l do my beat to have an 'improvement' sheet
in the next Jinx. Many letters have come in
during the past year with sadded touches for tha

various tricks within these pages, and I have
selected the best of them to pass on to you. And
after that I'11l have a set of suggested programs
of different types and for different conditiona,
the trlcks for which have all appeared in The
Jinx since 1ts inception.

Do you use my Psychlic Writing effeot which I
marketed a number of years ago and which nas
appeared 1n several books since? If so try this
variation. Show and nunber the four eldes of the
two cards. Fasten them together with a paper
cllp and have a question written or row of fig-
ures put down on the cutside of one of them, Now
let them be opened and the answer to the problem



or question 1a found inside and all may be kept,
Use the old Hardin Divination of the Nile prine-
iple for the figures and either plant a queation
or use the answer 'Next year' which 13l cover
Juat too many queastions to be belleved.

Go over this carefully. Robert Parrish has sgent
me a moat loxleal solution to the second half
of the question propounded in Jinx No. T for April
1935, --= ‘Then the deck is Aropped inside of the
tambourine, it 18 allowed to slide over to the
left slde where it 1s grasped by the thumb and
first finger of that hand Ygther finger on the
outside of tambourins). The affalr ias held some
dlstance from body by left hand as 1t 1s slowly
turtied vertically, but as the right hand is
plunged through it, thke tambourine 1s naturally
brought back to the body and in an indgtant thumb
and first finger thrust deck into ripht coat poe-
ket. The tambourine 1s at once nulled off right
are and tossed aside empty! It is well to have

a rubber band around pack. The partly broken pa-
per conceals the deck at all times, --- It's
nice to know that back numbers of this sheet are
veing thoroughly gone over,

nd now comes one for the 'fanners' of the

card brigade. Ben Badley forwarded thls from
3t. Louls. Mr. Badley disregards the various and
sundry powdere on the market for making carda
fan and slip easily, His formula, if 1t may be
oalled such 18 to use a cake of Colgate's Float-
ing Soap (White Tolilet)}. Most of the hotels ars
sarrying this now in the ususl small cakes which
are Just right in size. Otherwlse get a large
bar and cut it into four or five pleces. A8 &
pad use g folded newspaper. Do one card at a time,
rubbing it back and front six or elght times,
working from the center of oard. Use soap llke a
orayon and with a circular motion, not touching
it wlith your fingers after applylng and not let-
ting it get wet, Use a soft cloth to remove all
lumps and blts of spap, but do this lightly. Thle
deck will fan under all conditions, and through
much expesrimenting and many trlals, thla partic-
ular brand of soap has been found to be the best,

his 1s a free sd in a way but it can't be help-
fl? ed., In the current Sphinx is s full page bit
of copy coffering an 'Encyclopedia of Self Working
Card Tricks.' There are S40 modern card miracles
according to the wording and after carefully go-
ing over 1t all, it seems to me that the compiller,
Dr. Von Deusen, has certainly rigursd s way to
make money by Job lotting off at a fair figure,
the manusoripts and secrets he has collected,
Evidently he has satisfied himeelf that no one of
the many, many originators will take off for hie
domain and oreate s disturbance, which, to me, is
optimism plus. I can remember when Joes Ovette put
an ad in the same paper one time and offered for
geven dollars in cash, about twenty-trive (or per-
haps fifty} dollare worth of secrets as adver-
tised in the three foremost magical papers -- take
your pick. Dr. Wilson cut it immediately after
with an apolegy and some subtly rough wordage.
After all, it 12 a matter of pirac{ on the high
seas of Magledom and although you'll get good val-
ue if you want to apend the money (provided you
haveni*t bought most of them before by themselves
and in books) you can sit back and concentrate
upon the thought that the ones who worked out the
tricks are receiving only silent applause. Mr.
Von Deusen is to be comnlimented upon finding a
medium through which he can market hig wares to
the wareless.

¢ far this bit of monthly magicacity has not

been put in a position where the acceptance
of advertisemente wap a neceeslty to publication.
When that day dawns we expect to fold up through
medioority. If we step on toes it lsg only because
of a preponderance of such. With the circulation
as it now stande we know that The Jinx has the
fundamentals of a good policy at leaat, and we in-
tend keeping 1t so or bow extremely low in defeat.

TTRae (lovamain
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{ CIGARETTES IN THE DARK. (Annemann) |

Old Gold having started the idea of trying ocig-
arettes blindfolded, there were many effects
and methods based on this theme. In my notebook
has been an idea for the presentatilon and working
of such an effect, and to me, it was about the
gaimplest of all.

Bringing forth about four packa of cigarettes,
the performer has them opsned and dumped into
s hat or bowl of good silze, This is placed on a
table or stand cleose by and now the performer s
blindfolded securely. The committee of one who
hees done the blindfolding has heen given & pack-
age of matches and stands by as the performer
reaches into the hat, draws a cigarette and puts
it in hip mouth. The spectator lights 1t, the
performer takes a puff and names the make. Toss-
ing this away another is drswn and the test re-
peated. It should be done three times and that
1s enough in this case. Each time the epectator
verifles the make as called,

For working thils only the simplest preparation
is made. A cigarette dropper on the market
now 18 most sulited for it although I had another
in mind st the time I thought of 1t. It will hold
ten clgarettes and drop them without fall and
without Jamming. Have 1t under right sids of your
coat and losad with three brands in a known order,
First have the three or four packages dropped in
hat, Then be blinded. Your hand drops to side as
you step to hat which 18 near your eide, and you
get the first clgarette from dropper which you
apparently plek out of the hat., The same thing
happens each time and you get the cigarette from
dropper as you lean a little forward for the
spectator to take burning cigarette from your
mouth to check after naming 1t. I've tried thie
out and ¥now it to bs effective as well as simple,

| THE SPECTATOR'S CHOIOE. (Stewart Judah) |

realize now how so many tricks are printed and

then passed up by magi until they actually see
them performed. On paper the followlng effect
didn't seem very strong to me, but after holding
it for a time I had the good fortune of seeing
it done, Then I came to, and started doing it my-
self to get the anglea before I used it 1n these
pages. It 1s a cute lmpromptu effect which can
be done at any moment and should find favor with
not a few,

aal out six heaps of five cards each face down.

The spectator now plecks out any two cards from
the rest of the deck and placea them on the top
of any two of the heaps. He then writes down the
nanes of the two cards on a plece of naner which
18 placed on the table writing side down., As he
is doing the writing you gather up the six heans
8o that two of the five card heaps go on each of
the six card heaps.

emarkine, that you will seleoct two cards from

those picked up, you run through them and note
the sixth and twenty-second cards from the face
of the plle. Triting the names of thesgs two on
another paper you nlace it writing side down on
the opposite slde of table, Now deal out the carda
in two face down heaps, one card at a time and be-
zimming at your left and alternating. The heap
on your left now contains the spectator's cards,
and the right hand has your cards, Tell the sneo-
tator he 18 to choose either your palr of cards
or his which will be finally left on the table.
If he names hils discard the right hand packet,
and pleking up the left pile deal out the cards
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in the same manner, each time £ilscarding the right
hand packet. Continue this until only two carday
remain on your left and these willl be the ones
spectator wrote down.

hould he want your two cards to remain, discard

the left hand heap and fo through the same pro-
cedure, except that 1ln this case you dlacard the
left hand pile throughout until you have but two
ocards left which are the ones you wrote down.

Beglrming thie, emphasize that free cholce 18
given. If he points to the slip which contalns
the names of hia cards and peclnta to the heap
containing yours tell him that the two cards as
on the slip will be the ones left behind and that
he choopes 1o dlscard the right heap, so0 all
through the affect you will discard the cards
that go to the right. No matter how his cholce
goes you have him beaten,

[ FINGER EXERCISE' (Ctis Manning) |

tl?his is really a good finzer exerclse as well
a8 effect. The maziclan patters alons the
line that many peorle ask him just how he goes
about to keep his fingers sc nimble. In answer
to this much asked question he will show them hils
fincer exercise., Two thimbles are shown. One 1s
red and on the right index finger and the other
1s blue and on the middle finger of same hamnd.
The hand 18 given a slicht wave and the red one
jg seen to have jumped over the hlue and 1s now
on the fourth ringer. The fingers of the left
hand take it off and put it back on the Index
finger but on waving the hand again, the thimble
jumpe back to the fourth as before.

Repeat.ing this once or twlce sagain the magus
says that the hardest thinsg to do 1s make

both thimbles change places. Waving the hand the
blus 1s now on index finger and the red one on
the middle finger. This is repeated a time or

two and for a finish, when workinr close enough,
the spectator closest may remove the two thimbles
and try it for himself.

se thres thimbles for thils. Two reds and one
blue. The extra red is thurh nalmed to «atart
while the other ia on index fin~er and the blue
g on middle finger. It should be unnecessary
to say that the back of hand 1is kept towards aud-
jence. The hand 18 held, fingers cutstretched,
and then the fourth and little fingers curl in,
the fourth finger going into thumb palmed red
thimble. Wave hand and at the same time open
the fourth and little fingers thumb palming the
index red thimble. This 12 dome under cover of
a sleight wave of the hand. Put red thimble back
on the index finger and you are all set to repeat.
Do 1t about three timee. The last time red thimble
is put back on index finger the fourth finger
of the left hand mwesa into the thumb palmed thim-
ble (red) and steals 1t away, It may be dropped
into left coat pocket during the last part of
thias effeot,

]:)aacribing this last part will be rsiher hard
80 try 1t with thimbles on your fingers. First
thumd palm the one on your index finger. Then
with aid of thumb and fourth finger, the thimble
on middle finger is lifted off and put on index
finger. The middlie finger now goes into thumb
palred thimble. Repeat thils several times to the
finish. The i1dea of letting a apectator remove
the thimbles is to prove him wrong should he have
been thinking you had three thimbles, However,
never mention using two thimbles ag 1t 1s sure
death., The firat thing a marician should do 1is
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learn to talk ---- and when.

Editor's note: This is an excellent trick for
anyone and by a fellow who is rapidly coming up
An night ¢lub entertaining. I can't do many
gleights (Af any) but this is simple because 1t
uges only the simplest thimble steal. ithat makes
it good 1s that there is no vanlsh and 1t serves
g8 an admirable interlude on any program.

[2 NOVEL GLASS THRU HAT. (Alvin C. Thompson) |

n unprepared glass tumbler 1s shown and in
A. 1t 18 placed a red silk handkerchief, Thia
18 put on the table and a sheet of paper 1s next
placed over the glass so that its shane 18 seen
at all times. A borrowed hat 1a placed on top of
the covered glass and by holding it at the sldes
the performer pughes 1t down and the glass and
contents pass through the crown into the hat!

n the inside of the paper used to cover the
Ogla.ss is glued a pilece of red ellk by one
corner. At this point on the outside of paper 1a
made a 811t so that without trouble the plece
of silk may be pulled into view. It 1sn't at all
necessary to sover this bit of sllk on the inslide
of paper but it should be done AL you want to
show both sldes of the paper at the atart. How-
ever, there shouldn't be any susplcion attached
to the paper by anyone so this detall 1s up to
you.

howing the glass, the red silk is nlaced in 1it.

tow cover it with the paper and press 1t down
gll around so that the paper tazkes on the shane
of the glasa. Keep thias paper covered glasgs 1n
the. right hand as you take the hat and for a sec-
ond put the parcel into the hat with the remark,
"My intention 13 to pas the slass through the
eromn of the hat." This move allows you to drop
the glassg and the naper retaining its ahape is
immediately withdrawn as you continue, "However,
most of you would no Joudt 1lke to see 1t am it
happena." At this point put hat on table and pre-
tend to make a hole in paper and draw out tip
of red asl1lk, "The =lass itself could not do thla
1T 4t weren't for the re? hanikerchlef which
actually roes throuzh first and clears a nazsage
for the tumbler."” Tuck the tip of 811k back
into naper, and holding the glass (?) on table
with right hand nick un hat and bring over the
top of 1t. Let g6 of the rlass and with both
hands on hat brim push 1t down. The npaper is
erushed and 1mwediately rou 1ift the ~lass with
s1lk inside from hat. Place thils aside, return
the hat quickly, and as yvou step back to vour
table Tor the next trick carslesaly btall up the
paver and toss 1t aside out of the way. The en-
tire effect should be done smartly wlth little
atalling so your climnx 1s reached as quickly
and surprisingly ss possible.

The Jinx is an independent mon-
thly for magiclans published by
Theo. Annemann of Weverly, N.Y.,
U,3.A. It can be obtainesd direct
or through any maglcal depot for
25 eents a copy, and by subscrip-
tion 1is $1 for 5 issuea postpaid
to eny address in the world.




((THE ORIGION AND HISTORY OF THE TORN DECK TRICK. (Julian J. Proskauer) |

ditor's note: Mr, Proskauer ¥Xindly presented this effect to Jinx read-
ers and I have not taken the liberty of changing the wording of hils in-

ptruotions,
Aedb LS E e R S RN T

odern cwnership of magical effects ls always in doubt unless its crea-

tor really doea invent something new, novel and different. Whenever
a magiclan announcea "This 1s an original effect," in keeping with other
magleiana who have a falrly large maglcal library, I smlle skeptically.

ne maglclen mey make the pass; another magiciasn with & clever shuffle

achlevea the same effect of bringing a card toc the top or bottom of a
pack., It doesn't meake any dlfference what method ls used-it's the effect
on the audience that counts. with which little lecture, we will proceed to
the cause of this article:-

ore years ago than I like to remenber, I "invented" an "original" me-
thod of "Sawing a Deck in Half." It was at the time that "Sawing & wo-
man in Half" was in vogue. Here it is:-

EFFECT: An unopened pack of cards 1s handed to someone in the audience.
The seal 1= broken and cards are shuffled. lkaglclan takes pack back, and
has card freely selected by anyone In the audlence. Card is replaced in
pack, liaglclan goes back to stage. Magician then takes saw and cuts pack
in helf, Maglclan takes one half .of cut paeck 1ln hand, and asks someone in
audience to cry "atop” at any desired place. Maﬁician pulla cards out of
pack throwing them on floor until someons crys "stop". Cerd on which he
atops 1s placed on table. He now takes other half of deck and repeats the
"cry atop" effect. He then shows the two pleces mnd holds them together.
They f£itl It 1s the previocusly selected cardt

METHOD: Aa selected card ls returned to pack, pasa it to the top. Thakt'a
all there 1s to the trieck - nothing more. The rest is simply showmanship
and presentation. ns the "half-cards" are belng thrown to floor, obviously
you are "second dealing,” slways retaining the top half card,

® now skip a few yearsa, "Sawing a Woman in Half" ia not se prominent

now in the minds of non-maglcal people. But the above described effect
is Just ns good as it was many years ago. "Porn and Restored Cerds,” "Card
in e Box," "Card in an Egg," "Card in e Cigarette," and other effects are
in vogue. 30 let's bring our trick up to 1929:-

UETHOD: After a card is seleoted by someone in the audience,with a flour-
1ah a pencil is handed to an unknown asaslistant with instructions to "Write
your name on this eard. That's to identlfy 1t later." The magiclan now
goes through the same type of presentatlon as above, but lnsftead of using
8 sew (it always was difficult to saw a pack of eards in half - the Easte-
boards slipped) he statea that he has been reading "Physical Culture® mag-
azine lately, and by eating the raw meat and vegetables preacribed therein
can waslly tear a pacl in half, The balance of the effect 1s the same.

t1ll another methed, and one I used Jan, 20, 1936 at an entertainment

where Al Baker and I were the only magicians, 1s this. after the card
has been selected, returned to the deck, and nassed to the top, I cut the
deck in half. Flacing the halves at opposlte ends of the table,I offer the
speotator his choice of either pack. Of course, thims is "magieian's choice"
end ths correct half forced, I glve the azssistant ons half and retain the
half with the smelected card on top. I now say to the assistant "do as I
de," With that, I teer up my part of the packl Thls brings a goed lauch
for usually the assistant "stalls." If he does tear his helf in half,it's
still s good thing for I plek up all his pleces, and the pleces from my
half, and "mix them." This confuses the issue, Go back to the originsl ery
stop idea and you have performed a ‘'miratcle.' Incidentally, for you weaker
magicians (1ike me) to whom tearing an entlre deck 1s hard work (or an al-
moutligpoasibla tesk) this method where you tear only half the deck 1a a
swell ldes.

bout three or four years ago st an S.A.M. show a magiclan did a "Tear-
A.ing & Pack" effect something like the one described herein, Quite hon-
a3tly he thought it was original - his method prebably 1s. I don't know to
this dey the msthod by which he achleves his effect - but I do know the
effect on the audience is the same as the above described effect whieh I
first did about eighteen years ago ~ end to which I lay no claim for orig-
inality except for the patter and presentation, This trick was first des-
eribed, to my knowledge, about seventy-five years ago, but it might have
been used long before that.

his 12 a good effect, and I am glad that the Editor of The Jinx{who had

heard that 1t was my "original oreation"} asked me to describe 1t 1in
print for the readers of The Jinx. I disoclalm any originelity of the exact
effect, but 1 dec clalm full credit for having been the first +to bring it
to light in the laat several years.
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