lways 1liking magioc,but in the game actively

for only a comparatively short time, I've
met and run up against too many swell fellows
and too, too many experts in their chosen pro-
fession to ever consider, for a moment, that I
might possibly be called & magician and have
it meant that way.I really love the principles
of magie...essentially the entertaining which
must, of course, come first; and then all the
little dodges that misdirect the people watch-
ing you for a giveawsy gesture or step.

In the past three years I've joined magical
clubs and societies; filled my spere drawers
with all kinds of apparatus; and gone 80 far
as to defy all fates Dy
doing magic on my person-
al appearance tours, Few
places on my route sheet
found magicians absent,

All those guys took me
up as one of them and did
80 many nice things <that
I've developed an infer-
ior complex ---- a fellow
Just ean't be accepted in
inner sircles until after
he has taken many a fall,
but the people who have
professed or hobbled ma-
g1e seem to pop up every-
where, and then turn out
en masse for vislting ma-
giciansa. In my case, I'm
still trying to get some-
one honeat enough to tell |
me the truth --- good, or
bad --- followed by why

—

| e—

and where, After meeting and hobnobbing across
the country with many of our cult and bellefs,
my fault to f£ind is that it's difficult if not
impossible to get constructive criticism, that
i1s, if one gets criticism at all. In the pic-
ture business you get criticism from every one
of the points on a compass.You listen to every
bit, take what strikes you as being right, and
hope that fate, or the producer, doesn't over-
ride you. 99% of the mmgicians tell you that
it's all good and let you take the booking of-
fice bumps without warning.

Itd have been the happiest guy in the uni-
verse if I could have sat down now and dashed
off an effect which might
have revolutionised the
art,but I'1]l be damned 1if
I can do it. My stuff 1is
practically all "stock™.

However, and now that
1ittle egoistic angle so
prevalent in magiclans 1s
about to come forth,there
is an effect which seems
to get its share of ap-
plause without restraint.
It's a cut and restored
handkerchief trick built
up from a base which one
of the fraternity passed
on.

The very, very, Very,
few west coast critics I
have tell me it's the on-
1y such routine where the

{turn to page 409)
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uperstition 18 a great thing. No matter how

carefully and scientifically the Dionne
juintuplets have been reared, press reports
have 1t that their individual rabbit's foot
charns are highly treasured. As birthday pres-
ents recently, the voodoo gedgets were explained
to the sisters in all seriousness, However, we
can be certain that the five feet combined will
not bring them ever as much luck as did mama
and papa Dionne, And if rabbit's feet are sup-
posed to be lucky, what about the poor rabbit
who has four?

Variety, termed the actor'!s bible, gave us a
puzzle in the June 14th issue, Pages 34 and 35
said,in turn, that Robert Rhinehart was the
first magus to perform for the television cam-
eras on May 17, 1939 and that Nate Leipsic per-
formed for the ether plcture tossers on lMarch
7, 1858, --- In Life, for June 12th, was a real
publicity set of pics by Irving Desfor. Alfred
Livingstone was shown doing billiard ball nioves
with the World's Falr Perisphere. Tricky shoot-
ing, with Livingstone a couple of miles in
front of the big ball made for the type of mag-
ical propaganda which always can get space and
attention for those smart enough to think wp
the angles. But that's too tough for some who
can't get further than the exposure of some-
one else' trick.

There's a rumor about that Esty is preparing
another series of magical items for Camel cig
adverts, --- That pained expression photo in
the Look (June 20) spread of bullet catching
plctures --- when the slug was contacting the
target --- waa snapped by Dr. Jacob Daley who
kept one step ahead of the prof. photogs who
were getting exclusives (?)., --- And the ef-
fect by David P. Abbott, in this issue, came
to us 12 years ago. The past month marked the
fifth anniversary of his death so we thought
it might be interesting. Abbott had completed
an exhaustlve mss, of his mysteries, and those
who have studied his "Behind The Scenes With
The Mediums" ¥now he did have material. The
widow wanted too much for the mss. so it haa
been gathering dust ever since,

MGl's release date for the picturs "Miracles
For Sale" scripted from Rawson's "Death From a
Top Hat, 13 July 28th. The exploitation dept.
won't be mad at all 1f local magi throughout
the country contact their nearby theatres and
hire out to plug the picture. Their publicity
suggestion sheets say the same thing to the
managers. Escape stunt especially will be in
order. And please don't write me about an expose
of the bullet trick, sn important phase of the
story. I've read the script and know all about
it.

Incidentally, to those who have written a-
bout The Grest Merlini, he's a brain child of
Clayton Rawson's and the first that we know to
have such a pictured identity. The photo in
Jinx No, 56 was a composite of XKellar, Thurston,
and Houdinl, -~~~ At the World's Fair we got an
old newspaper from the Little 0ld New York ex-
hibit. The souvenir carries 1888 and 1898 hap-
penings and disasters reproduced. On the thea-
trical page, among notices of Richard Mansfield,
Nat Goodwin, Anne Held and John Drew, was one
of DIXEY, who was giving a full show at the
Garden Theatre. The Nov.16,1897 Herald said,
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"It i= Dixey the Magician. He has gathered
together all his versatility, and to this he
has added his personality, and with the comb-
ination he made a pronounced hit at the Garden
Theatre last night." Do you remember that cig
vanish of Dixey's on page 51 of Jinx No. 10?

This is being written before the show be-
cause we're going on a vacation and close down
our factory, but the sale of tickets for the
all British performence at the Heckacher thea-
tre in N.Y. is making for a sell out. Certain-
1y it will be a great treat for us and differ-
ent fare for our somewhat jaded appetitea, ---
We're sticking our jaw out for credit for the
one handed pass behind the back to locate a
card via a face up one adjoining. In 1931 or
1932 1t began around Baker's N.Y. shop using
a double backer. Wle fell onto the Charlier paas
dodge because we used 1t a lot. The first two
who gaw it were Gordon Peck and John Mulholland
in the Sphinx office, then in the Times Bldg.
John said it was the first trick he ever saw
that made practical use of the sleight, It
seems to have found great favor. So much for
that, --- Dell 0'Dell, womaen's gift to magiec,
Just published a nice ad book with tricks she
will put on sale at the spots she plays. The
prize paragraph that wins the non-refillable
production cabinet reads, "a few years back,
after a romance that kindled backstage, Dell
married Charies Carrer, a headlining juggler.
Just as the romances of royalty seemed destined
to occur, so the Queen of Magic met and married
the King of Jugglers.....Long live the Kingl..
»ssand Queen!"

In the mail: "Dear Ted; Jinx 57 read from al-
pha to omahs, Pressure-~rabbit rates 100%. Whisko
and Ghosto - 850%. 9 of Diemonds ~ 90%. Vice-
Versa - 80%. Wasn't there one more? - 70%. 1
think you meant your monk to be cell-immured
(not immuned) and you can seat or set a person
but not sit him." Thank you, sir., We shall now
consider sitting ourself on our immunity to
ponder the vicissitudes of erudite verbiage.
=== We fully appreciate that the S.iA.M. souvenir
convention program was for the best of causes,
but wonder why we were asked not to say anything
against it when, but a few days later, 1t was
offered by postcard for 27 cents a copy to cov-
er mailing. The reputed cost was $1.53 per.

Those dealers who squabble about Reing first
to offer flash paper bills should read one of
the standard text books, "Magician's Tricks"
by Hatton and Plate, Al Baker dug out a few
lines in that 30 year old tome that told of
performers using imitation bills made of flash
paper! --- That Vice-Versa effect of Dr. Daley's
in Jinx No, 57 i an excellent way of getting
rid of a double face card after using it in a
previous trick or two. Very subtle. --- More
of the N.Y. magi should take in the shows gilven
by the Knights of Magic. Their recent "Caval-
cade" was very successful, and magic hungry
locals could whet their appetites on many of
the different from usual effects. Lew Dick and
Dr. Aaron Weiss were given Supreme Knight jew-
els, just as big and Jjust as valuable as ones
awarded in other groups. ~--~ We hope Bill Larsen
dldn't lose that return ticket they tied on him
the last night at Battle Creek. Gabbathal
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THE FATE OF THE FABRIC
(continued from psge 407)

original handkerchief 1s apparently destroyed
before it leaves anybody's sight,

Get a nice looking metal bowl, something
like the lote jar. Then get a smaller one,
not as high,and solder it to the bottom of the
larger ons., The large bowl can be filled with
water around ocutside of the smaller one inside.
In the water you have s white pocket handker-
chief, and on 1t are & lot of red stains, or-
dinary red ink will do. Also in the water 1is
a smll hank with stains on it and several
holes cut through 1.

Now take some phenolphthalein (any drug-
store for this, and here is where I encroach
on someone else’ principle) and mix it with
an equal part of water. Pour just enough am-
monia into this solution to make it a nice
rich red, like ink. Keep it in & rubber corked
bottle for when you want 1it,

Fill your fountain pen with this solution,
have the tricky bowl prepared with water and
hanks on your table, keep a sheet of newspa-
per nearby, and go to it.

Borrow a gentleman's white pocket hendker-
chief and start to mark the corner of it with
your pen. You want all to know later that it
1s the same one, Apparently the pen does not
work, and, naturally, you shake it s time ox
two, which action serves to splatter the hank
with red stains, the more the better.

You, as well as the owner and hils sympeth-
igers, are horrified. But you will wash out
those stains with magical flucum. Dip it into
the bowl, letting it go into the 1ihside dry
bowl, and coms out squeezing the wet hank
duplicate, The stains apparently have run all
over the cloth when it is straightened out for
a1l to see., This is your first leugh that's
real, The pen bit builds towards it, And by
this time the audience 13 relaxed enough to ap-
preciate the gag on the victim.

Now you offer a solution. Cut the stains
out! Pick up scissors and cut a spot or two
out. Then dip it again, and come out, this
time, with the amaller bit of cloth having the
holes and stains, Excuse the mishap of shrinke
age because of not using Lux,

‘Phis time you dip it back again, but leave
it in the water and grab the dry hank (orig-
inal) in center bowl, Your left hand comes up
with sheet of newspaper and this crumpled
handfull is wrap and balled into the sheet.
The package is handed directly at once to the
owner of the original handkerchief, He then
openg and finds his own kerchief in perfect
condition as regards to its ares and with nary
s 8tain,

I held off telling you that by this time the
chemical mishap spots have faded from the bor-
Powed. handkerchief and all is well., Though the
chemiocal part is not original, the application
mkes possidble what I've quoted before. The
destruction of the borrowed hank starts BEPORE
it has left the sight of anyone. A thing like
that should make people believe in you a little
more than is usual,

That's just about t
until I've become mo o

est that I can pass on
a veteran
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Conducted by The
Hon.James G.Thompson, Jr.

J ohn Mulholland met a friend outside The
Sphinx bullding -- a friend he had not seen
for twenty jears. After the usual greetings,
John said, "I suppose you're marvisdi"

"Oh, yes," replied his friend, "I've been
married eight years. Here comes my daughter now!
The child crossed Forty-second Street towards
them. As she came up, John shifted his cane and
extended a hand saying, "Hello, my name's John,
What's yours?" The 1ittle girl appeared shy but
finally said, timidly, "My name is the same as
my motherts.

John smiled, knowingly. "Then your name is
Margaret," he said. "That's right," replied
the little girl,

The question 18 --- how did John kmow the
girl's name was Margaret§ No -- he didn't kmow
whom his friend had married.

he solution, fines, and jail sentences will
be meted out next month

KNOWN BEFORE
ROBERT BRETHEN

There are several such effecta like this, ac~-
complished by the use of an extra card, or a
double faced or double backed one. Others make
use of the one handed pass as the deck is given
spectator behind his back. Mulholland, Farrelli,

and McAthy each describe a method using this
pass. (See Editrivia. Ed.) I never could do the
one-handed pass well enough to make use of it.

Another disadvantage of that pass is if the
spectator accidentally (?) brings deck to front
he sees that the top card is face up.

In my method a deck is shuffled and held face
up for a spectator to select a locator card, at
the same time you noting the face card and ssc-
ond card from back of deck. The locator card is
removed and placed face down on face up packe.
Then you predict the noted cards and let someone
hold the prophecy. You then place the deck be-
hind spectator's back turning it over as you do
do. He takes top card (supposedly turned over
card), pushes it somewhere in deck, gives deck
a cut, and brings it to front. You run through
for the reversed card and the two prophecied
pastebosrds are disclosed. In my method, if the
spectator should bring deck forward he sees on-
1y the turned down top card. This way makes it
more applicable to circumstances where people
are on most sides, one thing not possible with
the other ways,
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PUZZIE LAMPS
WM. TAYLOR

his puzzle lamp circuit 1is not a trick by

any stretch of the imagination. I made it wup
easentially as a little house party diversion
for the children, and then discovered that the
young ones weren‘t interested but the older ones
would spend half the evening gambling with 1it.

It 1is a hookup of four standard four-way snap
switches (in England they call this type a three
way switch) and five light bulbs. One of these
1s' a red light. The switches and lights may be
mounted on the cover of a shallow box and the
wiring concealed underneath. Or, the switches
may be on the outside and the lights inside,
showing their glow through open holes. The 1idea
behind it all, when the device has been plugged
into the regular 110 volt house circuit, is to
snep the various switches in an effort to light
the center, or red, light. The house has been
quite upset since “he thing was built, a circle
being formed and a pot beilng created, each toss-
ing in a nickle for a single snap of any one of
the switches. The pot grows and grows in odds
for your nickle, and we've seen it reach seven
dollars before the red light went on for the
jackpot. And when it gets up into the dollars
just try to shoulder your way through those
wanting to snap one, More concervative magi can
use 1t with pennies -- and get just as much ex-

citement.
SWITCHES

9a e

\
“ﬁ Y EEm— KEYLESS
Hov. WALL SOCKETS

The drawings and photos explain everything,
The wiring diagram shows single bulb sockets in
use, but my set was made with double sockets to
conserve space, That doesn't affect the wiring
in any way. This device cannot short circuit in
any way on the combinations but i1f you're a 1lit-
le timid you can insert a 100-watt lamp in ser-
les with eilther of the leads from the house
socket to the set.

2511 Cypress St.
Columbia, S.C.
Dear Mr, Annemamn: May 21, 1939
It all started when Jenny Gay-
den called and asked if I'd come to her party
that night. During the afternoon I went over to
Page 421

the neighborhood when Jenny lived and scouted a-
round, At several filling stations, drug stores,
and an all night restaurant I took down their
telephone numbers along with names and addresses.
Back home, in front of my own phone, I did some

heavy figuring,

Under each of the dial holes wherein you put
your finger is a number and above each number
are three letters of the alphabet in series. Now
taking one of the numbers I had found sn my trip
--1t was JA-2654-- I looked for the J on the
dial, I found it along with the letters K and L.
Now I could write down either one of these three
letters I chose., Following this (take L, for ex-
ample) I looked for A, the letter next in the or-
iginal phone number. I found it with B and C. I
wrote down A after the letter L (although I
could have written down either B or C. The next
part of the original number was the figure 2.
Above the 2 on the dial were the letters ABC a-
gain. This time I put down B. The I went to the
6, put down one of the letters above it, and did
the same thing with the numbers 5 and 4. This
resulted in my having a "word" which looked like
this: LABOLI. If I had disled the "word" first
dialing L, then A, then B and so on, actually I
would merely have dialed the perfectly legitimate
number JA-2654.

Now I went down my acquired list making
"words” out of telephone numbers and pretty soon
by watching the combinations of letters I found
that I had formed a recognized English word! I
looked the word in the dictionary, copiled down
the page number and position, and got ready to
force it that night. Then I let Dave (my room-
mate) in on the set-up and asked him to help me.

The party began to lag and Jenny asked if I
would do some tricks. I go for my stuff and lo-
cate Dave by the punch bowl with a blonde who
had blown in from Nashville. He sneaks out the
back way and scoots over to the place whose
"telephone number-word"” I am going to force. He
explains he's waiting for a call and stands Dby.
Back at the party I work the dictionary test,
eventually predicting the word on a couple of
silicate flaps (Jacob Daley, Jinx, page 88). Ev-
erything then gets quiet and I talk about coln-
cidence and extra-sensory perception. I spring
the idea about calling someone up at random and
have them ¢all out a name at random which they
might pick out of a phone book, Jenny likes the
idea. Sadie Jennings, who helped with the diec-
tionary trick, calls up, and to make it all very
fair (?) she uses the word we just got through
predicting. I show her how to dial using letters
and she has a lot of fun doing 1t.

When the phone rings, Dave, at the other end,
holds his handkerchief over the mouthplece and
answers 1t. Sadie explains she's doing special
research work at the university and would he be
kind enough to pick any name at random from his
phone book and read it to her. Dave stalls and
has her make it very clear, He waits a moment
or t » and then says back, "Miss Sadie Jennings,
1iving at 3104 Oak Terrace.” Sadie nearly faint-
ed before she could hang up and tell everybody
about it, Naturally Dave knew before he left
just who I was going to work on for the diction-
ary trick.

Since then I've played around with the idea
of making words out of numbers and run into
many combinations and strange words that at
first glance one wouldn't think coould be in a

dictionary.
Sincere 1% y ; :
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3316 Center Street

Omaha , Hebreaka
Theo Annemsnn Jan 10th 1927
Naverly, N.Y.
Dear Mr., Annemenn:-

I 1ike your hair book test fins for stage. It is a deep mys-

tery but the other alate chalk test 13 not eaay snough for me to try. I sure made a
hit with the Challenge mind test but have changed 1t to sult my type of work. I ad-
mire the clesver ideas about S1 Stebbins but for me simplicity 1s always best and if
you can ever show me an effect more superior that I am gotting with my way I will
adopt the other method. I tell you I am making & miracls of 1t my way now. I'11l bet
my way with eight books, party having free choice of rows, free cholce of page and
previously free cholice of ocard (sbaolutely in appsarance) then concentrate cn line
and have 1t read, then return laying down (duplicate) pack,and people talking about
the miracle of the thing. I wish you would try 1t ocut a few times.

The beat book I have run across, with short lines and seldom

rt 1lines at peragraph ands,and every page full of printing with no pictures, ia
Hidden Years At Nazareth' by G. Campbell Morgan, published by Fleming H. Hevell
Co., New York - price 35 cents, It has 48 pages and 1light beard backs. Or get some
kid's story book the kind in lmrge type and few pages. On strips of adding machine
raper write very fine the number of each pages followed by the line which is to be
forced later. You can get ebout ten or twlve of these to & strip which you paste on
the face slde of some extra cards to match your deck,

Now you have eight books, seven of any nature and your force book, Lay them in
t#o rows of four with force book third from left of row nearest you. You have four
small cards with the numbers 1 and 2 printed on them and these you
{2) = & % # (1} put under the top coveras of the end books B8 shown above. When
(1) % =+ x # {2) Tready for the book sslection ask someone to choose Tow 1 or row 2,
sayling that the rows are numbered, If he aays 1 open covera of the
books on left to shew which row he has sslected, If 2, open covers of books on the
right., Lay the other row aside. Now he hands you two of the books left. If he does
not glve you force book tell him to pick up one of those left. Tell him to keep 1t
or lay it aside as the case may be, If hs gives you force beook in firat two, ask
him to take one back, He uses the book he takes or puts it with others and the one
left with you 1s used, Now you pick up the deck and slowly overhand shuffle them the
faces towards spectator., The prepared list cards are at back of deck and thesse are
held bacl #1th seven qr eight carda and dropped lastly on pack away from guests. I
am repeating over and over, and same time explaining how I am going to let them scl=
ect a card when 1 SLORLY RIFFLE by Inserting their finger and faking whatevsr card
they actually want and no other, Mext I turn cards up on one end and pasa them from
tand to hend face out in order to show them well mixed and different. Then 1lius-
trate the slow riffle, and finally riffle and let the apectator put finger in, Then
ask if he wants to change and try again before taking card. Finally he gote hism own
card In what I think fs the fajirest method possible, The deck 1s the Donald Holmes
Geck made up of triplets, Each triplet conslsts of two cards hinged together at one
end, the face card of the palr belng shorter than the back, and in between is a sin-
gle loose short card., There are seventsen of these triplets. The "in between" locas
card in each case is the same, the card to be forced. Mine is a flve apot. By face
down riffling lets the cards go in threes and a spectator's finger can only go in
and pull out one of the loose force cards, The deck may be freely fanned faces out
and alsc overhand shuffled faces out to show different, When the card is sslscted
I step to far end of room and aak that he name the first and last pages in book
where the reading starts. Then he is told tc name any number betwesn those figures.
My back is turned and I get busy with the 1ist cards on deck that I still hold. I
tsll him to open to the page, Then he lays hla chosen eard on the page and using its
number value counts down to that line und reads 1t to himself, Long before this I
have learned the line., I merely put hands in coat pockets like Akexsnder does in hia
work and when it comes out 1t has the unprepared deck left on table when all is ov=-
er, I now 3lowly reveal certain words in the line in a mixed up order and finally

tlve the whole line. Pratepnally yours C}h Ny D/‘/_/
~ - - &+ h‘:b'--



