


a8 sketches go, but a3 a clan of sonjuror
thinking magi they ean be depended upon
to break down any problem of magic sub-
mitted to their collective brains. This
elite crew of mystical trouble shooters
arse engagﬁd in modernizing, by method,
some o e c¢lasaica. In the Jinx No.
73, the offect of rising cards was
rather well taken care of, and in the
presant isaue the effect of a torn and
restored strip of paper will be made

'"his method, from the audience point of
view (in my opinlon the cleaneat and falreat
method there 1s) has brought a dazed look to
the face of more than one magician. If the me-

thod sounds s1lly on paper juat remember that
there'!s not a single phony move, the hands
at all timea seem Lo be quite empty and the
paper may be examined before and after. What
nore 4o you want?

he boys on the front cover may not be of proof of the miracle that you have Aust
the best looking celibre, that is, as far ‘ witneased. Don't mention it at all.

to look more attractive to magicians - When No. Two posed the problem, he said
than 1t has pgenerally apneared to the 2 he wanted a pull, but one that he didn't have
spectntors. to go after. It occured to me that if the pull

was in his hand all the time, BUT INVISIBLE,
his prayer would be answered. The cuatomary

method of making an object invisible 1s to
J diaguise 1t as something else, something so

Ne.5

Scene: A meeting of the Thirteen.
Number Two aays: "What this country
neasds is & really clean-cut torn and
restored paper, a method that complete-
ly eliminates body moves, a method that
allows the performer to pass the restored
atrip out te his audience immedistely with
hands that are perfectly empty."

innocent and ordinary that the audience won't

notice it. That being so why not make the pull

invisible by disguising it as a thumb === in

short, convert a thumb tip Into & pull? Well,
I why not?

3cene 11. One month later. Another meetl If you and you want to know: "Why bother?
of The Inacrutable Thirteen. Humber Five {me Why not use a thumbtip asa 137" the answer 13;
says: "3olution to your torn and reatored paper (1) Too damm many laymen know what thumbtips
problem coming up, Number Two. Natch 1t. Here ere and when to watch for them. {2) Even if

are several] strips of paper (30 x 3 inch tis-
sus.), Look them over and gilve me one,"

' your audience 1sn't that well informed, you
cannot approach them and show your hands
WITH PERFECT FREEDOM without making & get-
No. Five took the strip given him in his ob- away, which 1s what No. Two wanted to
viously empty hands, held 1t at 1ts ends be- eliminate.

tween thumb and forefinger of each hand, and

tore it until it was reduced to two-inch squeres, And so --- I punched a small hole
He took these between hila right in the end of a loose-fittling thumb-
thumb and finger, showed them on tip, threaded in an elght inch

all sides and closed his emphy length of flesh colored catgut,and
left hand intc a fist, Careleas- secured it on the inslde, I tled
1y he stuffed the torn plecesa it to a plece of matchatick and
into the fist, "Now all I need put adhesaive in the tip to

to do," he added, "is make one keep it secure. Or, if you use
amall oabalistic pass. Like thias.” the pull for a lighted cizarette
vanish as you can, you'd bettexr

He pulled the paper use a metsl cross bar and

securse it with aluminum
cement., The other end of
the gut attaches to the
usual elastiec which leads
aither up the sleeve or
under the coat. Up the
| slecve glves you more fres-
dom of movement with the
hands --=- under the coat
nllows you to get the pull
en to the thumb when you
go to your vest pocket for
the psper, Take your cholce
ncoording te the condltlons
under which you are work-

ing,

Place the folded paper

| 1n the tip benesth the ball
of the thumb. Hold the pa-
@ rer with the left thumb

® snd forefinger, thumb bee
hind the paper, The whole
$ routine may be done at very
close range; the tlp 1a

§ hidden neerly all the time
anyway,.

from the fist in a long
restored strip. Then he
reachad acroas te the
nearesat member of his
audience, three feet a-
say, and passed out the
restored paper, His left
fist remained closed,
Then he sald, "You know,
of course, that I mast
have used two picceas of
paper, Excapt for an oc-
casional tribe of Uban-
gl 3avages -- and I may
get sued for saying even
that -- there are no auda-
iencea in thils day and age
who belleve that the con-
Juror actually restores
the paper, Inatead, 1if
they are fooled at all,
they wonder how and where
he got rid of the torn
pleces, I'11 tell you how
I do it. I don't get rid
of them at all. I simply
make them invisible ---
like this." No. Pive op-
ened his left hand, It
was quite empty, "I'll
paas out these torn but
invislble pleces as sou-
venira, Here!'s one for
you, and you &nd you.You
can save them as posltive

While tearing, allow
the palms of the handa to
ba seen, vhen the tearing
i3 completed hold the
pleces in the left fingers
for a moment and then
transfer them to the right




hand. Double the left thumb in to the palm and
form a fist around it. Pull the thumb out of

the tip brinsing the folded paper up over the
edne into the hand, o previcusly moistened thumb
aids this move. foke bthe torn pleces carelessly
into the tip, make your maglcal pass, reach in
and get a corner of the folded strip and start
pulling it out. Fold it orizinally in half-inch
nceordian-pleat folds co that it unreolls auto-
mtically. As the atrip's end clears the hand
xeep it moving toverd the right, follow it with
your eyes and let the pull go. YOU CAN IMMED-
IATELY OPEN YQUR LEFT HAND, STEP FORWARD AlD
HAND OUT THE P.PER WITH BOTH HaNDS ENPTY, or you
can leave the fist closed for a moment and use
the patter aa given heretofore,

Use a paper of a 3ize and thickness that re-
quires the torn pleces to be forced into the
tip. The tip hangs open end down and this nre-
vents the pleces from falling out. Attaching the
gut to the thumb tip's other end is impractical
as experiment will show, The thinner the paper,
the larger the strip. I se a 30 x 3 inch strip
of colored tissue,

Thiz invisible pull nlsc does an extremely
neat job of wvanishing an 11 inch silk. If you
ean find » maglclan who isn't a Jinx reader,
follov your vanish with a couple of phony change
over moves as if you were uslng the usual gim-
mick. [hen show the hnnda empty!l

Gum scotch-tape inte the tip, sticky side
out, and vanish a cimarette. You cen get away
with two at once since you don't have {o save
room for vour thumbt, but don't let the lighted
end hit the scotch tape before 1t is snuffed
out, Now make all the usual thurbtlp moves ex-
cept the get-away and watch them eye your thumb
nt close guarters. It's Just whrt the doctor
ordered for that guy who saw the pitchman sell-
ing trurbtips on Broadway nand knows all about it.
In fact, if encush of you use this pull, we may
bte nable to educate audlences te the fact that
maciclans have found a better method than the
thumb tip. Then we cian go back to using 1t agalin
=== wilthout the pulll

If you turn up any further uses for this in-
dispenaible and curlous single zimmick that grew
vhere twvo grewv before, send them in., I suspect
the apparatus may have a rosy future., You're go-
ing to see & lot of it on my thumb, at any rate
=== 1f you loock very very closelya.

THOUGHTS O.K.
COLLINS ~-ROTHBART

The folleving combination of two mysteries is
of the type most suitable for intimnte audi-
ences and smnll ¢lub shows, By folloving the
firat effect, which 13 repeated several times,
with the second, an improved version of the Prin-
cass Card Trick, anil which 13 done but once for
the ¢climax, one has a very bewildering serles of
apparant predictions and mental selections.

Four Jacks are selected from the pack and
shown. One 1s placed face downwarda on the ta-
ble, and a spectetor asked to n-me one of the
four Knaves. No mtter which {s called, the card
on the table vroves to be the onn selected, and
the trick 13 repeated a number of times,
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If we sxamlne the four cards used in this ex-
periment, we find that three of the Jacks are
faked to mnite ench responelible for two different
suits according to which end 1s shown, the thumb
coverine the pip at the other end in such a cass.
In order to Keep thinss clear we ahall assoclate
ench cord with a number:-

Fuked Jac's of Clubs and Diamonds (1
Faked Jack of Spades and Clubs (2
Faked Jack of [earts and Clubs (3
Ordinary Jack of Diamonds (4

With this arrangement it will he readily un-
derstood that any one of the three trick cards
placed on the table, zives the performer an even
chance of turning up the one mentally selected,
for he can cover either pilp end to show the card
appbarently another., Thla trick alone, howvever ids
not sufficient to bring the experiment to a con-
elusion with certainty, soc the followlng ingen-
jous artiflce 1s resorted to.

In shoving the four Jacks to spectator, they are
apread fanvise 1~ the order glven, so that the
carls appesr to him, vw, J3, JE, JD, the genulne
JD on the top, maing the others look ordinary.
Holding the four cards behind his back, the per-
former withdraws Ho., 1, places it face down on
the table, and requests any suit to be named. If
If ¢lubs be called for, the card on the table
has only to be 1lifted by the dlamond corner to
prove that the apectator's thought was correctly
indicated, Likewise, 1ifting by the c¢lub corner,
serves if the diamond sult be mentioned. Should,
however, elther of the two remalining sults be
named, the performer knowing the order of the
cards behind his bagk, merely turns upside down
the card dilsplaying the selected ault, and then
bringing the three cards faces up to spectator
shows that THE DESIRED CARD IS NISSING, by con-
Jurors! logle thus proving the card on table to
be the one missing. WNithout pgiving audience any
time for reflection, the card on table is pleck-
ed yp and put with the three others behind back.
Offering to repeat the effect THE SAME CARD 1a
az"in placed face downward on table, and by
elither of the methods at command, proved to be
the one thought of. This, of course, can be re-
peated as often as desired, but for the purpose
of this routine do 1t either three or four times,
alweys stopplng when the card on the table can
be picked up to show 1t apparently correct.

The performer now suggzests a variation using
any five ¢arda the spectator may choose. They
are taken from the remainder of the deck. The
shorteomings with the old version of the Princess
trick were (1) the necessity of memorizing the
five cards in their fanned order, (2) the need
for asking for the name of the thought of card,
{3V and finally the pocket count to the card as
all eyes were on your for the climax. But let's
eliminate all of these faulta here. Previously
youu have put any four cards from the deck into
your right trouser pocket., First do the four Jack
routine. Then display a cardboard easel having
5 svaces to contalin cards. The spectator shuflles
the deck and removes 5 cards which he places face
down in the spaces., Mext he glimpses any one card
while the performeris back is turned, The per-
former co'lects the cards in order, puts them in-
to hils pocket, and immedirtely comes out with
the 4 cards. They are handed the spectator to
replace {still face down) upon the stand, leaving
empty the space upon which originally rested his
looked at card. The performer tokes from his
pocket the 5th card and puts 1t into that space.
And ONLY NOW he asks apectrtor to name his card
and then turn that one over. The performer, see-
ing the empty space needs bring out the card at
that position ameng those in his pocketl



~—EDITRIVIA

he main thing that appeals to our somewhat

iaded sense of mystery is that the Invisilble
Pull effect 1n this 1ssue 1s the only such type
of girmick that will work even after the elastice
breakal

Certainly no sligsht was intended 1n issue No.

81 wren we talxed ahout being conversant with
only two lady magi 1n this country to-day and
heralded the coming of a Miss Blanche from the
other side. The word "profesaional” should have
been inzerted and that would heve szaved ua from
criticlism for not mentioning Roberta and Marion
Byron. The sisters 1a magic kave shown their
veritable production in this country and on the
other side of *the water. For some years now the
erfectly staged act has becn recognised as a

stendard” one among magicians, And when we re-
member that night under canvas in Batavia, H.¥.
when the I.B«¥e convention liskts went ouk, we
feel a bit ashamed for not thinking of Roberta
and Marion Byren when talking of professionals.
No trouper of the o0ld school ccould have taken
the =ituntlion 3o well in stride,

We don't 1ike 1% any better than do the Eng-
1ish, for the rather palpable "1lifting" of Pe-
ter Warlock'!s four pane glass penstration by
Jin Sherman (National Magic Co.) isn't atrictly
ethical kesher. However, there 1lsn't nuch one
can do about such things except see that the act-
ion geta publicity and credit falls where it 1la
due, Our grimace comes when we reallise that mesat
of these commerclal pirates couldn't invent a
practical and saleable trick of thelr own that
could stand inspection at a vlind men's home on
a cloudy night, --- It's one thing, and bad e-
nough, that too many amateurs spend time and mon-
ey bullding up tricks to ape successful profea-
sionals instead of using that time and money in
an effort to create something fitting thelr own
gersonality, but when a dealer just picks up a
rick belongine to someone elss, glves 1t a new
title, like ">oft Glass™, and profits with ne
thanks to the inventor, it makes those "stink
bomb® noveltles smell like shalamar.

Regardless of what the magiclans say, we'd
like to sees the Fitzkee Internstional lagic Show
keep 1ts nose above water and come East. The
theatriocal trade journals did right well by 1t
and they don't pull many punches. It can't play
on Broadway {(even Thuraton loat plenty trying
to crnsh the street) but there are plenty spots
within a nickle carefare distance where the ma-
gical melange might carry weight. ===~ Cne of
those llgllywond articles hit ua between tricks
lately and suszested that which 1is to follow.
It's a composite mazician we're bulldingl

look like Dante
halr Blackstone
eyes FPaul Rosini
nose Pralkson
mouth James Stewart
dictlon Fred Keatlng
chin John Booth
physiqus Hardeen
technique Cardini
polse Thurston
showmanshlp Houdini
mechanic Cyril Yettmah
brains Al Baker and Servais LeRoy
class Russell swann
comradle Gwynne
temperament mel

Harlnn Tarbell is slated for the Brooklyn,N.Y.
Academy of Music on Jaturday on Saturday, MKarch
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30th at 8:15 P.M. The localites could do a lot
worse than ses how much entertalnment a man can
put into a mystery show. --- A N.Y. columnlst
publicized Richard Himber recently. He boosted
the maestro with a bromide about Dick's efforts
to polish up his amateur standing in magic only
himself on the bill with Cardini, The baton
welder, who name is currently flashing via a
wobbly electric sirm over Broadwsy (well, it's
Broadway, isn't it? Ed.) does magic as an in-
terlude between his radio wired numhers from
the better places., Fimber protably 1s the
world's worst magician. He has been ighored

in the city's noted emporiums of mystical ware,
Mr. Himber may be renowned for his orchestra
but as & magician he is whet the American peo-
rle call "wacky." To date this sheet's mentor
has not seen nor met the man who walks like

a magicien without a trap but that he was try-
ing to tell the dealer from whem he was at-
tempting to dbrowbeat a secret how it could be
done better before he bourht 1t. We followed
him one night, back to the St., Moritz, and Mr,
Himber went to town in an attempt to éc the
stunt he had bought Jjust an hour and a half
tefore.In shert, Mr. Himber may be sincere in
his desire to do magic good but he doesn't act
it.

Mail box magic: (From walter Gibaon) "Herala
an i1dea I ran across by accldent. Hold a card
case with its flap down, that 1s, the flap of
the flap down. Somebody puts a card into the
cases, fate down., You closs the flap OVER the
eard, not UNDER, as you hold the case, and it
leaves the card outslde the flap. Without turn-
ing the case over snap a rubber band around it
anch way. Now talke case in left hand, flap-flap
down. A8 you ralse it simply press the sides, It
squeezes, and as you 1lift the case vertically,
an opening comes on your side (flap-flap side}.

If you're in the right light, and practice
for the right angle, you'll spot the pip of the
card at the index corner, down at the boettom of
the case. It should be really effective while
wearing s see-down blindfold. It's the ocld ar-
gamasllla stuff, but with s card apparently cone-
cealed securely inaslde a case,

My 1dea would be to 1gnore the x=ray angle
and name the card mentally after the peek, Then
open the case downward and shake the card out.

i ]
Walter Glbson won The Sphinx Amateur medal a
ward for 1939 via hils production box trick in
the December issue, We present here an exclusive

portrayal of MNr. Gibson happily Elaylng the part
of a "one man maglcal convention." Gabbathael



