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ditor's note: Ihls rare and unm=lished

vhotegranh vaa 2lven me several years azo by
Frank uerot. It was taken in the rear of Hou-
dinl's home at 273 West 113th street, New York
City, on the occaslon of one of Downa! few brips
east after his retirement. The exact date 1is
douhtful but evidently it was 1924 or 1925. The
Jinx would Li're this 1ssue to Le something of a
merorlal iszsua to four sreamt men of magic. The
material has been searched for over a period of
two years and we trust that it will not be
found too familiar,}

SMOKED GLASSES

w- hen Qenli started publication one of its
first zreat effects was the Ten Kal Glass
Levitation. It caused nueh comment and became
pepular as tricks go,

FOUR MAGICIANS

amoked filled glasses, Howesvey, the jimmick was
not revealad so we proceed.

Two medium slize glasses with atraight sldes
are shevn with a book and a larse heavy hand-
werchief or towel, The cloth 1s folided lcn ‘th-
wise until sbout four inches wide, and laid ev~
enly across the book whose binding i1s towards
the spectators. The cover of the book 13 now
lifted and the ends of the cloth on elther side
are folded in and under and the cover presaed
firmly down. 4 clzapette or cigar is lighted
and, after a deep puff or two, a glass is pick-
ed up and very carefully put to the lips when
the mouthful of smote 1s let dribble down into
the tumbler. wWith the glasa nearly full of the
#moke, the other glass is picked up. By slowly
tipning the smo%e zlass over the lip of the emp-

ty 2lass, the amoke

Frant Ducrot added
an anclent smoke ef-
fect to the feat to
rreatly snhance the
prese~tation, AND IK-
PROVED THE GIMLICK.
Whereas the eoriginal
idea used a short bit
of knotted thread,
and subsequent %icht-
eninr of the !nots
would cause fallure,
the Lucrot zimmick
was of metal and en-
tirely did away with
chance of aceldent,
frank shoved this to
us on lov., 8, 1837
and rave us permis-
aion to use it in The
Jinx. Ve never 1id
et aroun! teo 1t, for
"Iuke" was selling it
over the counter and
we had plenty rnnter-
12l to uae oliiervise,

Hecently, anin in
Genii, was rxrliained Frank frederick
the Zucreot routiny of Tucrot Eugene raowell

pours from one to the
othar very erlfective-
ly. Then it is poured
back into the origl-
nal BUT ONLY HALF.

The two tumblers
are quickly, and to-
gether, inverted up-
on the c¢loth on the
book, trapping the
smoke. The right
thumb 1s placed firmly
between the glasses
and the finzers <o be-
neath the book. Book
and alasses are lifted
into the alr and then
slowly the hand turns
over. The gzlasses re-
main a-alnst the cloth
even alfter tre bturn 1s
completed and thevy are
beneath the book, Lhen
the neareat spectatoer
1z asked to select one
of the glasses, He 1z
asked to teke it. And
it comes away easily

T.Helaon
Downs

Harry
Houdini



in his hand whlle the performer takes tle re-
maining glass and both blow the smoke away. The
towel or handerchief 1s shaken out, and, wlth
the book, put aside.

Wo've made clear the handling of the smoke
and its plasce in the effect, It's Just one of
those oddities that workae, and in thils lnatance
lends a truely pseudo-aclentific atmoaphere to
the trick. the gimmlek? Just a small plece of
bent metal lnaide the hem on the c¢loth.

Secure s piece of hardened metal about one-
quarter inch wide and one and a half inchas long.
At each end a quarter or 3/8 in. bit ia bent up-
ward, depending upon the thlckness of ths cloth
used. And it wi1ll take experimentation to find
out exactly how lonm the fake should be for thatb
depends upon the width of your ripght thumb when
normal and not pressed down, This 1s sewen in-
side the border of the clnth, and after the fold~
ing and placing around the cover of the bock,
1t 18 at the center of the top and last fold
with the side sdres turned upward.

The two glasases are inverted with thelr edgea
inside this fake's width, when the right thumb
is placed between the glasses, and forced down
against the cover of the bock, the action presa-
es the lass 1ips azainst the bent up ends and
keeps them from falling during the subsequent
maneuvrea. when the spesctator reaches to take
one of the inverted zlmases, the performer takes
the remsinine one at the same time and without a
move {apparent) the releass is affected.

'fhis is an awfully pretty club trick, and the
use of the new gimmick eliminates any possible
streteh in cord or knots which can easily, and
very often has, caused dlasamster.

A RING THERE WAS

e firast saw Frederick Eugene rowell in a

1ittle town near aaverly when he was on one
of hia last Lyceum clrecults, His maglc, us we
loox back now, was of the old school sort over-
laping a new era, But never can be erased our
feelings and thouphts a3 he unfolded mystery afa-
ter mystery, and to-day we stlll have reverence
for his faultless manner of working tomether
with a confidence and kindness born of gentle-
men and world travelers, The passare of a bor-
rowed ring into an unprepared egg can well be
used to-day for in my notebocks I cen find no
way of making the trip more maglcally without
apparent sleights and unnecesaary actionsa,

A% an experiment in the fourth dimenalon the
invisible penetration of an egg 18 about the
best possible example, so Says the wizard. A
number of egzs are gliven into the kesplng of a
spesctator. In this day apd age it might be a
very cute anrle to present some lady with =
dozean "boxed" arfr3 as purchaseable, and after
ars has selacted one for the experiment later,
to leave her w«ith the rest of them for subse-
quent dlspoaal at home on following mornings,

or, a ring can be requeated of a lady, and
in return the performer glvea her a dozen eggs
as security. 'This should csasuse great asrmusement.

The performer says that he does not desirs
ever to touch the ring, and it ia placed by the
donor onto 8 hook at the end of e very thin
wand or stick, Retireing to the platform the
maciclan lights, with his free hand, a metal
bowl, which burns freely. He holds this on hls
hand and dips thes borrowed ring into the flames.
THE HING, DIFFED IN AND OUT, IS SEEN TO HELT
AWAY.
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The bowl 1is plsced aside and,after due re-
gards for the unknowna who must have a lot of
Jeisure time to accomodate the desires of mor-
tal magl, the lady selects freely one egg from
her lot {Frank Lane undoubtedly would make some
ungainly "ssilde” about her husband) and puts it
on & plate held by the sorceror. without touch-
ing 1t by hand he breax<s 1t with the end of
his hooked atick, plunges same inside the shell,
and hocks out the actual ring which the owner
takes from the wand herself.

This, undoubtedly, is about the saslest of
the otherwise dirfficult tricks. The ingenlous
gadgets, flaming bowl and tray or plate, are”
non-mechanical accessories par excellence.

Avound the edpe of the bowl is a trough in
which 1s placed tellow and hemp to make a grand
locking flame which appears to be shooting from
the entire bowl. Underneath is a hook upon which
hangas a dummy ring made by forming into a circle
and twisting the enda to make what might be the
stone of a ring, “fuse wire™ obtainable from
electrical stores. This is thick, depending up-
on the reaistance vou want, and is used in the
proper places throuthout your home to keep short
elrcults from annoying the company itaelf. If
the curling iron wire gets Frayed, only your
1mmedinte household remps the benefit of the
blackout. This wire melts at very low tempera-
ture.

In the center of the bowl is a conlcal tube,
ita wide part at the top, and its lower end op-
en through the bottom of the bowl.

The plate upon which the lady lays the egg
which she selscts 19 of metal enameled white.
The sketch will make its constructlon dlear,

In the center of its surface is an elongeted
hole upon which an sgg can reast. It 1s covered
at each perforpance with a piece of enameled
paper slizhtly depressed in the glueing. The
doubtle plate is solld around ite edge except at
one point where an opening allows of the ring
being Inaserted. The ring slides into position
beneath the paper covered hole and remains ready
for its capture by the hocked wand when the

eig 1s broen open and plumbed from above.

It should be elear nov that the performer
obtainsg the ring onh his wend, lizhts the fire,
and in the dipping of the rins Inte the flames
latas 1%t fall through the tube into the hand
holding the bowl. The substitute ring is hooked
in 1ts place and over the {lames 13 seen to
melt away., Then the plate 1s picked up, the
original ring allowed to find its place, and
finally the freely selected eggz ia plerced to
zlve up 1ts contents (7). At no time hms the
performerts hand touched the ring.



MALAY ESCAPE

r greatest matical rerret 1s that we never

saw Houdlnl on the stape. It hurts hecause,
unlike nellar and lermann, we miased a perform=
ance of the arch mystifier and master publicist
by btut a fev months. When uother woke us on that
morning of Cctober 31, 1926 with the paper that
carried his victure on the front page we crled.
AS we can analyse 1t now, 14 years later, and
with the name of Tioudinl stiil, Af not more, lm=
portant in every type of llterature as a noun-
vert, 1t must have been in angulsh that we had
lost an opportunity to tell our cult 1in lster
yeara that we had witnessed magic by the world's
best recognised mysticist since lioses threw down
his staff and caused it to appear as = snake,

Houdini's escapes were, for the greater part,
of & sort to be beyond the posaibilities of the
averans conjuror. In his book Y Magical Rope
Ties and Escapes” one of the very best impromptu
deliveries was his “Pull View of audlence Re-
lease." This effect 1s anothar of the simple yet
completely mystifying methods of escape.

A plece of cord which has a small loop formed
on one end, 1s threaded throurh both sleeves of
the performer's coat, which he continues to wear,
through the armholes of his vest, and through
four btuttonholas, and the free end of the cord
is then thresded through the loop at the other
end, and after belng paszsed under s door or a
scroen, 13 given toc a member of the gudience to
hold. The performer appears unscathed and c¢com-
pletely tozether while the rope 1s found in one
long length, also unscathed.

The cord to be used must be strong and goft.
It should he about 8 yards long and of a color
to make the sffect “showy." On one end a loop
is formed (abeut 1% inches long) as per the
skatch. The end of the cord, on which the loop
is formed, 13 taten in the r»icht hand, drawn
up the right sleeve, passed across the back,
and taken down the left slesve, leaving about
three feet of cord hanzing free of the sleeve.
fhe looped end is then passed into the left arm=
hole of the vest, across the chest and out the
right armhole. 1t is then threaded through one
of the mmttonheles of the vest, from the back;
then through a buctonhele in the coat, from the
back; throush another buttonho.e in the coat
from the front, and finally through another but-
tonhole in the vest, from the front.

Then the endof the cord, which 1s hanging
from the right sleeve, is apparently threaded
through the loop at the other end. In reality
1t is passed throwth a noose formed on the cord
by putting a portion of the standing end through
the loop, ns shown in the siketch.
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To eacape from the cord, it is necessary to
pull about three or four feel of alack through
the buttonholes, open out the running noose till
it will panss over the head and shoulders, pass
1t over head and shoulders «nd step completel
through 1t, It wlll be found new that the corg
may be pulled straizht through the aleeves and
leave the performer free of all bonds.

MONEY SENSE

Tommy Downs was how he was introduced to us
when we met the holn King along with his
ever present buidy Eddie ¥claughlin. It was
aronnd 1928-29 that it happened and the man who
wrousht up London with his manipulatlions in
1907 treatel us fairly and sgusrely when our
tricks so pridefully displsyrd morning after
morning for a week did or did not fcol him. It
neant a lot to ocur, then limited, perspective
on maZie anrl maglcisns.

we can never forget the Downs' trick of be-
ing cordisl to the point of putting his hand up-
on the shoulder of nn assistant while he con-
fidentially showed the other hand devold of
coins just placed within., That the atack of
half dollara was resting on the shoulder of the
amazed nudlencer, while, for a zesture, he saw
both bands diaplayed completely empty, 1s not
pere nor . there. It was . Nelaon's "savoir faire
durinz the vanish and subsequent productio. that
impresasd the onlookers, 1f any. It waa, more
cr less, a one man mystery.

Using one of the colns provided with a shell,
tre following routine of events makes for good
mystery. /irat provide yourself with a coin
dated 4in a year the digits of which do not con-
tain A zero. Start the effect by forcing upon
four people cards the value of which repreasent
these [iyures -~ each card being a different one
of the four sults, Thus 1938 would possibly be
represented by AH-9C-3D-83. On top ofthese force
one more card, say the JS.

Don't worry about the forecing of five cards.
Wr. Downs used the "classical®™ fan force, and,
wnen he failed to "give™ a card, merely passed
on to another. Thua, in forcing the five cards
one might have to npproach seven or sight people.
This does not hurt the effect for it encompaases
a greater percentaze of the audience than 1is
usual in a trick, a proceeding whilch always 1s
of psychological wvalus, Then, after the flve
force cards were out, he would return to those
few who had gotten free choicea by thelr stub-
borness and have tham returned for another trick
whilch he would culminate, Then, having dls-
posed of the outlaw cards, those left were the
onea pertinent to the trick we are talking about.

How the performer tells of the uses and a-
buses of money -- how it turns people's heads ~--
and has a spectator step forward, He is shown &
coin and asked how many he sees. The answer is
one, of courae, but when the performer touches
the spectatoria eyed and pruts the coin back on
the palm, the man from the audience sees two,
The spectator in the audience who took the Jack
of spades 18 a3s:ed to concentrate upon his card
while the person assisting the performer looka
intently at the pennies and names whatever card
he may visualise. He does so correctly!d

Immediately she performsr stops any applause
forthcoming and says that many may think 1t 1s
merely a trick w7ith the coin. Thersfore, he doea
insist, he'd like to try a similar effect with-a
borrowed bit of money. Thls time the coin ccmes
from the audience and it 1as given another person
to hold. Pour ladliea are called %to.the front and



~—ENTRIVIA

he weekly edltiona of The Jinx must be get-

ting us'down or elght days to Berrmda would-
n't and couldn!t have made such an improvement
in our appearance (according to Mlss rriscella
Pratt, successer to Kiss Romaine Featherngill,
our last checker-upper). 0fflcially it comes
that there will be no daily Jinx, If, as and
when such an (officinl) occurance takes place,
there willl be but one consecutlve lsaue,

The present occuring display of maziesl his-
tory a la collection material has Hew York quite
agog, if certain mavical papers can be belleved.
The man who talks and writes like a magiclan has
done not a little thing in garnering rmch space
in type and on the air for his acumen, One can=
not deny this temporary curator of the luseum
of the City of lew York hils preowess for obtain-
ing erudite inches of colwmns in the bhetter
papers even though s majority of the boys are
wont to deny him credit for deserving it from
a performerts point of view, Be that as it may,
John Mulholland gets into print while others hash
their heads npainst the wrong side of a hand-
kerchief box.

Dr. Sanuel Hooker's rising card and bear's
head ~osterplece of mystery was bequeathed to
iulholland and Quimby. The Sphinx of sSept. 1936
sald "for performance from time to time in the
future as opportunities occur." After Hupmard
detatled the effect in “Greater Magle” g lot of
interest was shown by the new generation. Wa
saw the last presentation of the Rising Cardas
and Miltiades IIY. we think it's high time for
those tricks te be shown agaln --- even though
i1t must be done by invitation to keep the aud-
ience within bounds, Charley Larsen, 1t is =aid,
has offered to underwrite the costs of such a
produstion, and, if true, there is no doubt but
that he would duplicate the procedure for his
west coast friends,

The gentlemgn wilth the money plus s yen to
further magzic as he sees 1t is reported as have-
ing been rebuffed, atave? nff, -1 otherv’ze
atalled, We know this can't be true because John
certainly wouldn't pasas up the opportunity of
displaying, as beneflciary, the one pgreat trick
whlch has mystifled mazicians for many years. An
*angel* -- to underwrite the prescucacica of
the Hooker routine in key cities with Mulhol~
land!'s lyceun contacts -- would break even to
gay the least on his initial inveatment. He'd
be doing mazic a great favor to dig up this bilt

of cherished chicanery --- provided,of course,
that the present ownera might see,not beyond

thelr noses, but merely the distnance from that
back drop setting to the most inportant tables

In short,John, you're overloolting the moat
potent plece of publlcity getting poazessien
in that entire cellection, Don't talk about
what you have. Just set out and do whnt you've
got, And I suppose that if you do 1t wetll all
be jealous of the publleity it will get you.

On the newsstands ns you read this 1a RED
STAR MYSTERY magazine, It's a “thriller~ bit
of vrinting but it's sbout s magicien. Buy it
on our "say so" and revel or rave as is your
wa2y of thinking. =-= Just belore walt Gibson 1aft
.7, for Miami and New Orleans he phoned to aay
that Sky Sense (No. 83) was extra -ood vith a
dovetail shuffle because, even if such a mixing
does be~in to separate the two important cards,
the fact that the deck 1s cubt into three piles
(about 18 cards each) keeps the key close enough
to the noted card to mct as a trusty steool pid-
geon later on. --- "shadow" Gibson had to leave
town for the reason that the blg clty's nisht
life was too mueh for the master and his plots
began to bog dowm to where even Commissloner
Weston could solve them. Either he had %o find
neace and qulet or Russ owann would have had to
ma Cor thet's where moast of wWelker's wasing
hours were 3spent -- and I mean spentl

Cardinil helps to open liarden's Riviera this
week, and Failrfax Burgher,the sccialite magus,is
at the Fox and Hounds. --- One of the "boya" 1s
haunting bhis fevorite bar where the man behind
the rail is a stooge for his triecks, This alco=-
holic psychologist has found that so-called bar
batting tricks are worthless for no one 1s dumb
enongh to bet on another man's game, However, it
1s a matter of pride with many when 1t comes to
their psrsonal capaclty snd this bet has to do
with the quantlty of beer one can swallow with
8 long breath. I'his malt monger says he can down
8 quart container and invarlably is taiten up on
1t. He suzgests using tha laree glsas (1 qt.}
in which the scrapers are kept beslde the taps.
The bartender fillls 1t, but not before he has put
in an inverted cellulold cone around the 1lip af
wh:ich hns been epplied beeswax to mapke 1t atick
to the mug's bottom. Thus the fellow doesnit have
to drink much mere than a good glassfull and the
insert 1s abaolutely invlsible through the suday
mlass, He hands 1t dlirectly back to the stooge
who dips 1t in the wash - losing the cone - and
then replaces it 1n its accustomed and tiwe hon-
ored position for examinatlen 1f anyone wishes.

each 13 asked to select one of the four sults as
they arrive. You impress that they have froe
choice but it 13 not so for there are only four
suits and only four girla. You atand them before
the audience in the order that you have forced
the four ‘date" oards and thelr suilta,

The man with the coin (horrowed{?,) now reads
aloud the date. Then, connecting that first
digit, 1, with the suilt selscted by the first
girl, you ask the person holding the ace of
Rearts (in this case) to nawme his card. Every-
thing checksl He shows his card to all and you
take the second sirl tomether with the second
digilt on the coin and ask another of the spec-
tators if he fan't holding the 9 of Clubs. He
will have to shov that card, or you are awfully
bad at forcinz and remembering. anda so it goes
with the remaining two.

You finish with the remark thst whereas a
quarter could make someone ses (%) a chosen
card, a half dollar has been able to diwvulge
the Aidentity of four. Itfs the power of money
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in hand that maxes possible such farsishtedness.

#e hope that most readers have followed the
affect w?th the method 1in mind, The shell coin
crms in at the beplnning. It was thus abla to
mnke two from one, On the outside part of tne
genuine coin was tacked s minature Jack of
Spades. after the change of one to two, the
sheil was replaced and the coin turned over.
Thus the spectator could name the Jack zelected,

With the coin pocketed, and a borrowed one
forthcoming, the performer merely sxchanges it
for one he has piclked from hls pocket when re-
placing the shell outfit. The correct date 1is
thus assured ard from there on & i1s merely a
case of picking good locking girls, arraging
them in the order of thelr selercted sults and
letting the rest of the trick take its course.

Tt 1s all A trus eXarple of Lowns' sunpllolty
of method combined with a terriilcally compli-
cated appearing effect plus the use of 2 great
many peopls from the audlence.



