CHAIN OF
CIRCUMSTANCE

Magicians not "up" to the manipulative abll-
1ty of expert and skillful "sleeving" will
find this effect excellent for not to lerge aud-
1ences, The object used for the passing from one
hand to the other 1s novel, it being u 2% foob
length of key chain, Most five and ten cent
stores sell German silver chain for about ten
cents 8 foot, Two lengths are necesasary.

The audience seea nothing but the chaln. It
48 held by the fingertips of the right hand and
its length allowed to drop into the closed left
fist. The left hand immedlately raises to the
left at arm's length, while the right closed
hand doea likewise on its side. The left fingers
slowly open to reveal nothing. The right fingers
open slowly to let the chaln, now there, run
loosely ocut to its entire length.

The illustrations should make the two parta
of the "secret works" clear. One serves as a
vanisher; the other as s preducer. The perform-
ance 1s strictly and simply a matter of timing.
The vanisher is a tin or compoaition box made
in the shape shown, and serviced by an elastic
pull, connected slsc as shown, a sort of pail
handle technique. Attached to this box pull, the
dimenalons of which are about 2 inches sach way,
ia 8 5 inch length of fine black wire with an
end loop of ample proportions to he sasily and
unconcernsdly accesaible for the right thumb.
An ordinary dress hook is sewn to the front of
the upper left vest pocket, if a buainess auit
13 worn, and to the lower vest pocket on that
side in the case of & tuxedo, This is so affixed
that the pull, passing leftwise around the body
through belt loops to be pinned on the rilght
stde, pulls against the box when its handle is
put on the hook, yet placed so that a drawing
of the attached slre towards the rlght releases
the container. The length of wire probrudes from
the coat Jjust snough to allow of the loop being
engafed when desired,

On the right forearm 1s wristwatech atrapped
a three inch container open at one end. rlease
note that the opening end 1s pointed towards
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the &lbow, Into thia cup 48 dropped the dupll-
cate length of chaln, Unless the arm 1s ralsed
to a point almost directly upwards tha chaln 1a
kept from falling out.

Yow we'll proceed to fool somebody. Take the
chain from an odd looking little box of the type
you £ind in oriental novelty atores. You might
even say that it was found wound around the
ankle of & Buddhist 1dol and remark thet legends
told of 1ta power to change from ankle to ankle
whenever a hand of theft approached., Or you
might take 1t from an incenas box, &nd explain
that = shoplifter in Woolweorths had a very clev-
er way hiding his loot by tranafering it from
one place to snother during a search when he
waa suspicioned, You got the incense box slso
at woolworths to keep the chain in familiar sur-
roundinga,

Hold an end with the right thumb and fore-
finger., Pul) 1t through the curled left fingera
aaveral times, keeping that hand at a position
near where the box pull will later appear. Dur-
ing the ahort patter beginning, the right thumb
goes into the loop of wire. This time, when the
right hand moves away, pulling the chain through
the left hand, the pull under coat is removed
from 1ts hook and i1s drawn directly into the
left palm, its opening being at the top when the
fingera curl around it. The moment that ths box
reaches the hand the right fingers and thumb

drop both the chain end end the wire loop. The
patter finlshes at this point - the chain end
1s retrleved (but not the loop) and the right
hand rafses it high 6o let It be lLowered into
the left fist, and, incidentally, into the box.

THE ACTION OF THE RIGHT HAND AND ARM ALLOWS
THE DUPLICATE CHAIN TO DROF OUT COF ITS CONTAIN-
ER. THE SLOW LOWERING OF THE ARM SIDEWISE WHEN
THE VISIBLE CHAIN ENTERS LEFT FPIST CAUSES THE
INVISIBLE CHAIN TO LOCATE ITSELF JUsT BELOW THE
gigow AND OUT OF THE WAY OF IT3 ERSTWHILE CON-

NER.

The momsnt that the last blt of chaln is via-
1bly dropped into the left fist the box is al-
lowed to travel faast to 1ta place agailnat the
left hip. Its shape is a hundred per cent ef-
fective against any losa of its contents. The
left closed flat 1s extended up and outwards
to the left, and as attention is directly upon
it and its supposedly held chain, the right amm
dropa for the moment to the side whan the loose
duplicate proceeds to fall into the open and
cupped hand.

Nith the left hand in place, the performer
turns his head to the right and brings up the
right hand clenched. Strange words may now be
said, or the wordage from the cover of the 1in-
censs box recited. The left hand 1= empty, and
the chaln 13 astonishingly revealed in the right.

THE“GOOD-BYE”COIN

his may seem like a lot of trouble for the

vanish of a half dollar but it is ao clean
and startling that once you use it you'll not
stop doing 1t at all avajilaeble timea.

To a half dollar size coin soclder a small
wire loop near the edge but not projecting over.
Tie ona end of an 8 in., plece of catgut to the
wire loop, attaching the other end to ordinary
blaock eliaatioc usad for pulls, The pull 1a fast-
ened to the back of the veat and comes around
left silde of the body through a belt loop. The
performer must aet the coin in his left thumd
and forefinger where 1t is
held in the oclassical
french drop” position.
The attachment is
near the thumb

aketch 13
made to show,
from a side
angle, how the
catgut part of
the pull goes over
and around the wriast
in a most unorthodox
manner. The left alesve
is pulled up, and the coin
shown to the person in front,
thumb beling uppermoat, and
fingers lowermost. Only the
chumb and forefinger grip the
coin. THE CATQUT CUTS INTO THE
HAND AT SUCH A POINT AND IN
SUCB A WAY THAT IT IS INVISIALE
V. | TO ANYONE BEFORE YOU, THEY LOOK
%/ AS CLOSELY A3 POSSIBLE RUT THE

Page 610

COIN APPEARS JUST THE WAY IT NORMALLY SHOULD.
Now take the breast Eocket hank out and throw it
over the left hand., "Pleass see that the hand
doss not move," As you speak, turn the body to
the right‘ grasping the laft wrist with right
fingers, "Wil1l you please hold my wrist tightly,
1ike this?" As you make the gesture, the coln

13 1let go to whip acroas the back of the hand,
under the wrist, and sourry to the left hip.The
spegtator holds on while you mitter abracedabrs
like words, Then the spectator removes theée hank,
The direction of vanish is so differsnt,plua the
deceptive abssnse of connectlons, that the ef-.
fect 13 a blt of magical beauty.

Here's a ocandid picture of Oscar, the cute
poltergeist who did mirascles in "Sefalaljia™
(Jinx #6G}. Oscar measures just 8 inches from
the tlp of his flat l1ittle black snoot to the
tip of his dainty tail.

Why anyone should want to know hls plane area,
I can't figure out, but suppose zomebody did -
could you be of any help? We'll be coy and hold
back the simple truth until the next Jinx issue.
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[ FOURTH DIMENSIONAL SEWING 1

when Jinx No. 66 appeared, Stewart James' "Sefal-

aljia" apirit cabinet routine became an outstand-
ing hit, T have taken one part of that effect and
made it into a trick which can be done by night club
performers who entertain at tables, a trick which 1s
impromptu requiring no underhanded fixing of ths ma-
terials used, and ons which ia far different from any
heretofore shown in that fleld. The only requisites
are a needle and thread, a two foot length of soft
half inch ribbon, amd s ring borrowed on the spot.

Phe performer shows the ribbon snd drapea 1t ower
nis fingers of the left hand, He borrows a ring which
he places apseinst the firat finger to be held there
by the thumb, Taking a needls and thread from his
right lapsl he proceedsto do a bit of "fourth dimen~
sional sewing". He esapecilally asks sveryone to note
that the ends of the ribbon never leawvs his sight.

et

IECENE

The sewing finished and thread broken (or merely
left hanging) the performer deliberately hands the
snds of the ribbon to the spectator. As ha takes hold
of them the performer lets go the rlng., IT HAS FOUND
ITS WAY ONTO THE RIBBON AND IN SECUHELY 3EWN THERE)
The spectator keepa everything as & souvenir,

The ribbon is first placed over the oputstretched
laft fingers as illustrated. The borrowed ring is
placed directly over the ribbon against the firat
finger. With needle and thresd in right hand, the
performer speaks of doing a blt of occult sewing, and
with the point of the needle he hooks the ribben
THROUGH the ring, pulling 1t through in & loop into
which the laft thumb goes, The nesdle point now pushes
the ring down a bit whioh brings the thumb to the
point shown in the third drawing., Ths ring, at this
stage, 1s hidden bshind the 2nd,3rd and 4th fingers
which have besn delsted by the artist for the sake
of clarity.

The sketch also shows where the sewing 1s dons.
This finished there i1s little, if any, hesitation
bafore the climax, The right fingers are now free
of the nesdle., The thumb and forefinger grasp the
ring at ths point marked "A", The left hand moves
forward, never letting the thumb slip out of the
loop, AND THE RIBBON SLIPS THROUGH THE RING SOFTLY
AND INVISIBLY, DUE TO THE FORWARD MOTION OF THE
HAND. The spectator takes the ends and the right
hand releases the ring which proceeds to swing at
the bottom. You never have to couch it again, for
the watchers find the ring, not alone ON the rib-
bon, but securely sewn thepe; sewn there, to all
logleal reasonsrs, whiles both ends of the ribbon
remalined in full view!

Those who put in a half hour's time perfecting
thia sffect will have a trick far beyond the or-
dinary. My thought was to take the place of Stew-
art James' hoox 1n the cabinet with my thumb, and
make the item posaibls of belng doing anywhere &t
any time. An intimate table worker might have a
bundle of ribbon lengths pitinted up with hila nams
and ad. Inside his coat he would have to have a
number of threaded needles. He could approach any-
one, at any time, and, showlng a ribbon, request
the loan of a wedding ring or signet bauble,

The sewing 18 done and the ribbon handed to the
ring's owner, They keep it, or at least look at
1%, during the time they struggle to release the
circulat from its threaded prison spot.

When threadlng the needles, leave one end some-
what shorter than the other. You can check this by
trial. The ribbon is thus sewn with a single thresd,
and at the finish, the needle can be pulled free of
the thread and pocksted before the finale. Some nite
clubbera can stab themselvea easlily.
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The funniest story to come our way durlng the
week was recounted by Bert Kalmar. He talked
with John Booth just after the latter had made
all arrangsments to enter the minlstry and let
his prof, maglec career drift. Bert aaked when
John waa starting his new line of life, John,
smong magl friends of years standing, sEoke with-
out thiniing, and then caught himself, "I open
on the --11 I mean that I ftake up my duties,eto.”

Mr. Kalmar, he of the song writing team of
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby, apent some of hls
time and enriched some of ocura, talking moatly
about the gags and practical Jokes of the weat
coast movie artists, including himself. Qur pet
remembrance from among many was the "extra pock-
ot dodge." The nickle and dime stores sell pocke
et 1ininzs for yours and my trousers when that
inevitable hole gets too blg. You purchase two
of them for twenty cents, and baste them,by a
couple of stitches, inside your resular pockets-
As if you were startinz the next Lrilck, show,the
pockets of your trousers empty by turning them
inside out. Have two spectatorsat each side and
ask them to hold on the turned out pocitets, And
s you mention that there is "nothing in the
pockets™ vou walk forwerd and leave the stooges
with the money holders,

Mail Box: Prom Wm. Henderson - "H, Rea Fitoh
came 1lnte the office one day, sent by & friend
of my boss' whom I know only from telephons con-
tects tut who is an mamateur magician. Fitch 1s
after big gams, selll a course of Maglc to
tired bualness men at $50.00 for ten lessons. He
uass a sort of "How To lWin Friends and Seduce
People" approach, develop vour bust in ten easy
lessons and be the 1i1fe of the party. He teachea
the dead name torn from center of paper gag (I
‘mow, Jinx No.8. Ed.), a sponge ball routine, a
roeversed card in pack, card to pocket, and lets
it be by personal inatruction in office or home.
He has mostly bankera, a carry over from his
work in advertising when he handled a lot of
bank advertising accounts and thus built up the
necessary contacts. Fitch, If I understocd him
correctly, w=3a one time Secretary of the 3.A.M.
in New York." (T tried to check this with The
Sphinx office, but all I could get, up to my
deadline, was "This is John Mullholland's off'lce,
Mr, Mullholland is out of town." A 24 hour tel-
ephone service taies care of cellas when John
and Misa Wolff are out. The third thing that
we'll do,if and when we buy The Sphinx, will be
to run 1t for magiciana under the name SPHINX,
and not use it a3 a plaything momument for our
own professional and business aspirations.)

But back to Fiteh, or Flske, as Howard War-
ringer spelled it several months ago when he
wrote about & man who played the Syracuse Univer-
sity Club, Piske, in thia letter, did the same
%ind of magical promoting, and Tarbell, who was
at the Museum of Filne Arts in that city a week
later, might testii{ as to how a local doctor
tried to louse up & blindfold act by ripping
things apart, denying statementa of Tarbell when
they were correct, and later explaining thinga
a8 best he could to listeners with the guall-
fylng vemarx, "I'm s maglcien, too." Why can't
such people ¢limb inte thelr own pull and let
go fast?

Qen Grant has typed from Abboztt's factory a
few lines 1n refutation of ocur credlt for the
"moving pleture" writing on the backs ol cards
the name of one selected. Gen says "poaitive=-
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1y cleim --- and worked out way back in 1921."
He didn't put 1t out for he wasn't in a poaltion
te do so untll his late affiliation wlth Abbott.
There's no doubt but that it sounds like a typ-
{e¢al OGrant i1dea, but we spoke to no less than

8 of the old Ducrot standbys and they remembered
4t as first being shown around New York by Al
Wheatley., All of the above true, it's too bad,
in one way, that ideas are mentioned to a few
friends but not marketed and published in too
meny cases. Years later 1t's hard to make the
¢radlt stick. I've found out, with The Jinx,
that one might just as well publish anything,

ne matter how good, for the general run of ma-
giclana, and this includes you, you and you, pay
attention only while they read an effect and ther
forget what they have looked at when the next
day or 1saue comes out. Years later they see
someone do¢ sometihing and then start to copy an
act, not realizing how ridiculous they make
themsel ves by carbon impreasicning material
from their filea -. material they bought and as-
sidulously read at the time -- even aa you buy
and read this shoet to-day, forgetting it in

the 1light of next week'a lsgue,

The Carl Rosine cuilt against Paul Rosini
hes only & finger zriv keeplng 1t from the grave
of unholy things., The originel complaint haa
been dismissed, and originality never suspected
of Carl will be needed to find new reasons for
hia talk of Paul's trading on his (Carl's) rep-
utation. We apelled Carl's last name ocorrectly,
above, for thet waes how he ussd to autograph
things. It was but one of many detalls that let
the Judge in on how loocaly woven was Carl's
pitifully Jealous effort toc wrangle money cut
of a succeaaful friend, poasibly for the pur-
pose of bullding a new magic show to possibly
lose his last thumb tip with an out of date
conception of what the people want, and what
the booking agenta will buy. Paul Rosini opsnsed
July 5th at Detroit'as Club Royale as Carl, who
uses the same neame nursed legal woundsa. Paul
will be 4in action for two weeka from that date -
with options. Don't ever say you didn't know in
time, you Detroitersa.

Don Booz has forwarded a very funny plece of
businesa for those susceptible to such things.
It is called the "Vanishing Dog" and the magus
may talk at lengtha about this greatest of 1l1-
lusions that he'll present next. The assistant
can be seen trying to drag the dog onto stage,
tugging at the leash, and all that, Finally,
and after obvious stalling, the magiclan tires,
gets mad, pulls s gun, and shoots towards the
dog offstage. Whereupon the asaistant parades
across stage and off -- leading the invisible
dogl The leash and dog collar are supported by

A

a sStrong wire running from.the assistant's

hand., Or, the performer may try to bring the an-
1imal on, get resistance, shoot and yell "Vanish®,
and then do the leasding across the platform. It
sounds like a trick for "The Great wWilliston" to
do during intermliasion -- when everybody 1ls out
in the lobby having s cig-rette.

Nikola i3 acheduled to arrive in New York on
July 26th. His entire show sank jin an oriental
port when the ship hit a harbor mine. Nothing
has yet been salvaged, --- This issue, the firat
of the forty weeklies, 1a late becauss we've
been too good a boy, possibly. The printer jJust

had to spoll my ri%h the 100th mumber.
Gabbathal fiiﬁﬁhﬁd&ﬁﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂﬁ-



