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he performer introduces a pocket diectionary.

TThe spectator looks through it ~- has a free
choice of any one of the many printed words,.
The word is written by him on a card and it is
inserted momentarily in the dictionary. After
a moment of concentration, the spectator pock-
ets the card and hands the dictionary to the
performer who immediately opens it and reads
gloud the word chosen together with its defin-
ition.

If this were a dealer's item, I might em-
phasize the following points: Absolutely no
force ~-~ no carbons -~ no mirrors -~ no loose
page inserts -- comes complete with a beauti-
ful imitation leather dictionary, twenty-four
imported eards, and the very important gimick.
Aw shucks, it just can't be that good!

The working is simple -- there 1s ample misg-
direction ~- and believe me, the principle is
quite 0old. It is an ideal pocket effect, and
if I should mention that I puzzled such folk as
T. Nelson Downs and Stewart Judah with this,
some ten years ago, maybe you'll be eager to
give it a try, even after reading the almost
childish explanation.

The secret lies in the use of a second die-
tionary -- unknown (let's hope) to the audience.
The type used by me is obtainable in five and
ten cent stores, about 3 x 6 inches, with the
cover title "Webster Dictionary - 40,000 words®
The duplicate is mutilated by cutting out a
section from every inside page and the back
cover -- in other words, your dJIctionary has
a complete cover but the balance of the book
has a window through its middle. The first il-
lustration on the next page will make it clear.

Several visiting cards are also required.
They should be of such a size that when one is
inserted in the side of the book, as per the
second illustration, about one-quarter of an
inch protrudes. The size of the window in the

book really is governed by the card's size,

SID LORRAINE S IDEA OF -
40000 WORDS

idea, of course, is that when a card is insert-
ed, a glance at the window will reveal whatever
is written on the card. Have a pencil at hand
and, of course, the legitimate dictionary

if you can fin& a victim to whom you can emon-
strate the effect, you should be very happy.

Here's the set-up: In the right coat pocket
18 the gimicked dictionary ~- in your left coat
pocket have the cards, I don't care where you
keep the pencil, The presentation should be cas-
ual throughout.

Start by saying that the average person. when
asked on the spur of the moment, or even on a
street corner, to think of a word, finds it
difficult to think of a real hard one. They
might suggest "house", "rabbit", or, if you've
been doing bad magic, thay might be smart enough
to gquickly produce the word "lousy". But off-
hand they cannot come up with "muscovado" or
anything like "ethnograohic", So -~ in order to

make it easier for them, and a headache for you,
Mr.

‘Webster's pocket dictionary is introduced.
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Explain that
the spectator is
to run through
the pages -- on
second thought,
seeing it's a
pocket edition,
perhaps’ he'd bet-
ter just trot
through ~-~ and
freely select any
word he cares to
~= and firmly ime
press that word upon his mind. Then he's to
write it upon a card which you hand him, Next
ask nim to turn the card with writing down, and
at the same time you retrieve the dictionary.
Don't mention this action -~ don't mention the
dictionary at all -~ ke talking about the word
he has written. During the talk casually place
the dictionary in your coat pocket and instantly
come out with the gimmicked one., You are look-
ing at and talking to the spectator, If anyone
noticeg your hand and the book he should get
the impression that you tried to insert the book
into your pocket, and, finding it difficult,
have placed it aside -« which you do.

Sti1l talking to the spectator you walk away
from where you have placed the gimmicked book
and try to get an impression of the chosen word.
You fail, after a couple of attempts. Picking
up the book you ask the spectator to insert
the card writing side down somewhere between
the pages. Be careful not to expose the back
of the book during thls time,

Turn the book on
edge and quickly
steal a glance at the
vritten word which can
be read easily through
the book's window as
per the third illustra-
tion. As you turn the diec-
tionary around, still ap-
parently looking at the edge, you say, "I see
you've inserted the card at about where the
letter R starts (or mention whatever other let~
ter the word may begin with). Immediately re-
turn the card to spectator and say, "That's a
bit of unconscious help you've given me == T
know the word begins with that letter, and as
there are only 8000 words beginning with R it
narrows my field considerably."

At this point you open the dictionary, still
being careful so as not to flash the back or
cut pages, and look up the word you now know,
If it isn't there, due to the cut-out pages,
you know it so cen name it just the same, Ir it
should be there, then the best presentation is
to give the name and read the definition. At
the conclusion put dictionary in pocket, or
switch back and leave it around.

As you pocket the dictionary, or to cover
the exchange, you can say, "I'm glad you picked
that word, sir. Last evening a fellow picked
the word "nothing" and when I asked him to con-
centrate he had "nothing” on his mind. It made
it extremely difficult for me.

“"MY CARD, SIRI"

(2) Again, the top card of
a bunch you are holding is

ow 18 this for an effect?

You hand a man what you say
is your professional card., It
is blank, so, naturally, he turns it over. The
other side is blank also. Taking it from him
momentarily you say, "No, here", turning the
card over once more. The man then sees, printed
across the surface, the words "SEE OTHER SIDE",
So, of course, he sees the other side by turn-
ing the card over for the third time, and there,
in print, is your name, business, (he should
know by now) phone number, etec..

If any reader can suggest a "clean'" method
for this effect, I'd like to know it and am
sure that Ted Annemann will pass it on to all.
Meanwhile, here are some variations, all of
which work and have stood me in gboé stead,

(1) From your case take a stack of business
pize cards. The top one's top surface is seen
10 be blank. You turn it over and this new side
bears the words “"SEE OTHER SIDE", Hand the ca-qd
directly to the gentleman, and he, upon turning
it over, finds your printed professional de-
tails thereon.

The upmost card of the stack should be
blank on both sides. The second card down is
{:ur professional card, face up, but on its

ck are printed the words “SEE OTHER SIDE".
You merely make a double 1ift for the first
turnover, and then hand out the top card!
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blank; but, upon turning it ov
er, the words "SEE OTHER SIDE" are 'visible. In-
stead of handing out the card immediately, it
is turned over again on the stack, when appar-
ently the side first shown now is seen to have
your professional data printed on it. The card
now is hended out and, when examined, is found
to be a regular business card with one side
absolutely blank.

You need some blank cards, some regular bus~
iness cards, and some cards with only the "SEE
OTHER SIDE" words printed on them. The top card
of the stack is blank, the next one down 1s a
regular card, face up, and the third card from
the top is the other printed one, its message
facing down. Make a triple 1lift for the first
turnover, then let the lowest card drop back
upon the stack and do a double 1lift for the
second turnover. The top card after all of the
maneuvres is handed out.

(3) The top card of a stack showing blank,
you turn it over, when the other side of the
card is seen to bear the printed words "TURN ME
OVER". (You fooled me that time., Ed.) You re-
mark that you've already done Just that, but you
follow instructions and turn the card once more.
This time it says, "DO IT AGAIN", so you hand it
out to the spectator for him to finish the job

(continued on page 755)



NATIONAL COUNCIL

Office of 1be Treaserer
W. J. ARENHOLZ
101 WILLOUGHAY STREEY
BROOKLYN, N.Y.

| MAGICIANS
2%

March 13, 1941
Mr. T. Annemann
Waverly, MNew York

Dear Ted;

" Good businessmen look ahead and into any contract they contem-
plate signing. They want to know just what to expect, quality, price, etc..
And so, when the National Officers of the S,A.M. took up the matter of the
contract for 1941-42 of designating the official publication for M, UM, a
committee was appointed to report back to the National Council with def-
inite recommendations. ‘

The recormendations were discussed by the council and action ta-
ken which eventually brought about a condition whereby "The Genii" and "The
Sphinx", two indevendent magic magazines, entered bids for the contract.

While the matter was pending certain items presented themselves
to the National Officers involved in handling the prospective contract, and
they were tendered to the two publications in the form of suggestions, with
the request that "should any of the above & stions prove unacceptable,
please give us full reasons, so that the officers can cover the situation
thoroughly at the larch meeting."

The Sphinx replied, "Due to the fact that several of the condit-
ions listed do not agree with those which the Board of Directors of The
Sphinx have advised me to follow in conducting the business of The Sphinx,
I brought this matter to their attention today. They asked me to give you
the following reply:

"As The Sphinx is a non-profit making concern, and as the dealings
between The Sphinx and The Society of American Magicians are likewise on a
non-profit basis, we are not in a position to change the office rou~
tine and employ additional help in order to comply with the various re-
queets of the Society, as listed in your letter. The terms of the signed
contract for 1940-41 were and are in compliance with the instructions of
the Board. We regret that we are not in a position to offer any other ar-
rangement to the Society.®

Genii replied, "Ye have studied all eight points very carefully
and are entirely willing and able to incorporate all eight 4p our bid for
M.U. M, and in any contract that may be entered into with The Society of
American Megicians regarding the publication of M,U,M. when, and if, our
bid is accepted.

:wa hereby, by reference to your letter of February 18, 1941 in-
corporate all eight points suggested therein in our bid and do herewith
bind ourselves to adhere strictly to all eight pointe when, and if, the
bid of Genii for the publication of M.U.M. is accepted.

"The points contained in your letter present no obstacles at all

and are not in the least objectionable. They merely represent sound business,"

Contracts are made between two pecple, societies, publications,
ete., and both parties have something to say as to what shall or shall not
go into a contract they enter into. But THE BUYER, NOT THE SELLER has the
privilege of accepting or rejecting any or all contracts or clauses in same.

Upon presentation, the National Council voted to enter into a
contract for 48 pages yearly and the incorporation of the mmmmmnama eight
peints, with The Sphinx publication being given the opportunity of enter-
ing a Wun on same within the next seven days.

The Sphinx was invited to enter a bid but did not choose to do
so and therefore the bid for M,U.M. of Genii was accepted as per National
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THE GREAT SPHINX=-M.UM=GENII

MYSTERY MERELY SIMPLE BUSINESS

PROPOSITION FOR S AM.
SEE PAGE 00 FOR IXHIBIT DATA

TO ALL ASSEMBLIES

Instead of the usual brief sumary of National Council vproceedings
we are enclosing a complete transcript of the iiarch lst minutes.
Most of the business is in abstract, but the report on the subject
of M.U.M. is transcribed verbatim. Your National President,
Treasurer,and Secretary believe that all Assemblies should be
presented with & full report of what has happened, and not just
excerpts and partial quotations which might be mtsunderstood.

You are urged to study this carefully and to bring it to the
attention of any or all of your members who are interested in the
true facts concerning the H.U.M, matter,

There is no ballot enclosed with this revort for the simple reason
that there is now nothing on which we can vote. The National
Council decided that t.U.M. for 1941-42 should consist of a total
of 48 papes (4 pages per month) bound into all copies of the
magazine of our choice at a cost not to exceed $2 per member;

and that the maffazine should submit a contract based on the 8
point business progrem outlined in our letter of reb. 18th.

The National Secretary was instructed to write immediately to

the Sphinx asking if they would submit a bid on the above basis.
A reply was reguested by March 8th so that the Secretary could
then send out a bulletin and ballot to all Assemblies.

No answer has been received from The Sphinx as of MarchlOth.
Instead, the Sphinx has taken advantage of the interval during
which we were waiting and unable to submit a report, and also
taken advantage of the addressograph plates of all S.A.M.
members, to send each and every one of them a letter and a
bulletin giving the Sphinx' point of view, and drawing
‘conclusions which are hardly flattering to your National Officers
and chosen Delegates to Council,

As the dead-line of March 8th has passed without an answer from
The Sphinx; and based on the subject matter of the bulletin sent
by The Sphinx to our members, it is ao-arent that The Sphinx

no longer wishes to be considered as a medium for M.U.M. On the
other hand, The Genii has submitted a proposal in keeping with the
wishes of National Council, and in addition has agreed to the 8
voint plan of management, saying, "They merely represent sound
business.”™ Therefore, acting on the instructions of our national
President, we are writing the Genii asking them to submit a
Contract for handling M..U.M. for the year 1841-42,

Please note that no personalities are involved in our inability

to reach an agreement with The Sphinx. The entire matter is one

of dollars and cents and the vrotection of the interests of our
members. The S.A.M. and The Sphinx have enjoyed friendly relations
for many years, and we sincerely hope these will continue. Ve now
transfer our subscriptions and the printing of M.U.M. for 1941-42
to another splendid magazine, The Genii. The Editor, Compeer
Larsen has outlined a program which we believe will be fully
aporeciated by all of us.

Cordie}ly yours in M.U.M,,
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JOHN MULHOLLAND'S
BID FOR SERENITY

THE -SPHINX

AN INDEPENDENT MAGAZINE FOR MAGICIANS

JOHN MULHOLLAND, Bdisoe
130 WEST 420d STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

March 7, 1941.

Dear Compeer:

At the Council Meeting held on March
first in New York City, we are told that the
delegates were never permitted %o vote for thelr
preference of publication for the future printing
of M.U.M. Rather they were asked to decide on
rules for conducting the business between the
8.A.M, and The Sphinx, which the officers kmew
woull eliminate The Sphinx., We believe that the
delegates were not aware of this fact. Enclosed
1s a report of the conflicting detalls.

I em bringing this to your attention
because through the pages of M.U.M. and through
letters from members to The Sphinx office, we
kncw that a majority of the Assemblies - Assem-
blies having an overwhelming majority of the
memberehip - voted, in Assembly meetings, of
thelr preference for The Sphinx as the Boclety's
Officlal Organ,

A3 & 1ife member of the S.A.M. (card
number 540), and as editor of The Sphinx I want
you to know that The Sphinx will continue, as 1%
bas during the entire life of the Boolety, to
serve the 8.A.M. to the extent of its. resources,

wishes,

Best pers

On March 3, 1941, The Sphinx received a letter from the
National Council, signed by Leslie P. Guest, Secretary, inform-
ing The Sphinx that the following action had been taken at the
Council meeting March 1st, with regard to the selection of an
official organ for the M.U.M. publication for the 1941-42 year:

“By a large majority vote the Council has instructed its
officers to execute a contract with either The Sphinx or the
Genii on the following basis:

“M.U.M. for 1941-42 to consist of 48 pages (4 pages per
month) bound in all copies of the publication, also subscrip-
tions to members at a cost not to exceed $2.00 per member.

“The Council further voted that the successful bidder should
submit & contract incorporating the B points outlined in our
letter to you dated February 18, 1941, and jointly signed by
Wm. J. Arenholz and Leslie P. Guest.”

This year The Sphinx offered the same contract to the
S.A.M. which has existed for the past three years. It provided
for subscriptions for the members at the special price, as has
prevailed in the past, of $1.80 (not $2.00), and to give, com-
pletely free of charge, thirty-six pages yearly to the Society
for the publication of its Bulletin, M.U.M. It fusther provided
that the National Council could purchase four or more pages
& year, if needed for M.U.M,, at the special price of $75 for
each four pages. During the past year, the editor of M.U.M.
only required four additional pages. The Sphinx regrets that
as a non-profit-making corporation, it does not have the money
required to give the Society more than thirty-six pages a year.

In regard to the 8 points outlined in the letter from Mr.
Arenholz and Mr. Guest, the following points had been pro-
vided for in the contract submitted to the Society; and which
has been in effect for three years: Points No. 1,No. 2, No. 4
(that is, if we understand the meaning of what is written),
No. 6.

Points No. 3, No. 5, No. 7 and No. 8 The Sphinx is unable
to comply with for the following reasons:

Point No. 3 (N. C. letter of Feb. 18)—“The magazine to
be mailed by the successful publication direct to the members
of the S.A.M. by second class mail.”

The Sphinx is not in a position to make the Postal Laws
and Regulations for the U. S. Government. The United States
Post Office, and no one else, has the authority to decide how a
publication may be mailed. Obviously we cannot contract to
do something over which we have no control.

Point No. 4 (N. C. letter of Feb. 18)—“Two subscription
lists to be mailed by the National Secretary so as to reach the
publisher by the 1st and 7th of each month. Both subscription
lists to be filled by the publisher during the current month.”

Of course we can agree to the above and the contract sub-
mitted reads as follows:

“The Sphinx Publishing Corporation will address
envelopes monthly and deliver copies of the magazine

to S.A.M. members on receipt of a list of the names and

dd: of those entitled to receive copies, and pay-
ment for such subscriptions. In order for the copies to

be mailed out on publication date in any given month,

the list of subscribers and payment for such subscrip-

tions will be received in the office of the Sphinx Pub-
lishing Corporation no later than the first of each
month.”

However, we know from past experience that what they
really mean in regard to the second list to reach The Sphinx
by the 7th of each month, is that they want copies for these
subscriptions alsc to be mailed on publication date—not during
the current month. We can and have agreed to send out copies
during the month, but we cannot agree to send out copies on
publication date unless the subscriptions are received no later
than the first of that month. This applies to all subscriptions
—not only the S.A.M. subscriptions. Mechanically it is impos-
sible for us to enter the subscriptions, have addressograph
plates made, envelopes addressed and in our printer's hands
by the 6th of the month (as specified in our contract with him
to insure our maintaining our 10th of the month publication
date) unless we have such subscriptions no later than the first
of the month.,

Point No. 5—“Payment for subscriptions to be forwarded
to publisher two to three days after the receipt by the Trea-
surer of the subscriptions ordered placed by the Secretary.
This would normally be the 3rd and 9th of each month.”

Several years ago when the National Council was in dire
straights, because one of the officers had misappropriated the
money collected from members for their subscriptions to The
Sphinx, The Sphinx nevertheless carried on and continued to
send copies of the magazine to the members, even though all
the subscription monies were never turned over to The Sphinx.
All this is a matter of record.

In order to avoid a similar situation, the Board of Directors
of The Sphinx passed a rule requiring that payment be made
to The Sphinx at the time the subscriptions aré sent in.

This is only fair and just. You have paid $1.80 along with
your per capita tax for your subscription to The Sphinx. There
is no reason for any officer of the Society to elect to withhold
this money even for a day from The Sphinx. It is subseription
money that belongs to you and The Sphinx and is in no way
S.AM. funds.

Yet, in the past few years the National Treasurers have
repeatedly elected to withhold The Sphinx money until they
felt like turning it over to The Sphinx. When The Sphinx
objected to this, the officers were loud in making accusations
that The Sphinx is not willing to cooperate with the Society.
This is not a fair or just accusation. The Sphinx has cooperated
with the Society in every way to the fullest extent of its ability.
It does — and rightfully so— refuse to. pe.mit the National
Treasurers to take it upon themselves arbitrarily to set rules
as to when they wish to forward to The Sphinx subscription
monies sent to them,

Point No. 7—“The publisher agrees to maintain a sufficient
number of previous issues on hand to cover estimated subscrip-
tions by the Society. For the year 1941-42, it is estimated that
between 950 and 1000 subscriptions will be placed. In the case
of shortages, the publisher agrees to reimburse S.A.M. mem-
bers direct for such shortage of copies at the single copy price
of 25 cents each.”

Naturally The Sphinx is perfectly willing to reimburse
S. A.M. members—or any other subscribers—in the event that
it is not able to supply copies of the magazines, through some
accidental shortage, beyond its control. On the other hand, The
Sphinx only can agree to reimburse subscribers in the same
amount as has been received. The S.A.M. members pay but 15¢
per copy for The Sphinx. Therefore The Sphinx could not agree
to refund more than this amount.

Point No. 8—* The Editor of M.U.M. shall have the privilege
of instructing the publication as to the number of pages required
monthly. The publication agrees to advise the Editor of M.U.M.
of unused space available, enabling him to insert any last min-
ute copy in space alloted.”

In the letter of March 2nd from the National Council they
state: “M.U.M. for 1941-42 to consist of 48 pages (4 pages per
month).” In that same letter they stated that that “The council
further voted that the successful bidder should submit & con-
tract incorporating the 8 points outlined.” Obviously, The Sphinx
cannot agree to print both a specified and indefinite number of
pages. Furthermore the closing date for the publication of all
copy to appear in The Sphinx is the flrst of each month. We
cannot receive M.U.M. on the first of the month, have it set
and be in a position to advise the editor on the same day,
how much unused space is available. It requires 48 hours at

-least to have this material set and paged. When the Editor

sent his copy in no later than three printing days before the
first of any month, we were happy to have it set and advise
him of unused space in time for him to get additional copy
to us by the first of the month, the definite closing date.

Year after year, The Sphinx has lived up to its part of the
contract with the S.A.M. However the officers of the Society
have elected to disregard their end of the contract. This has
meant considerable extra time and money to The Sphinx.
The Secretaries have made errors in the pust, the treasurers
have refused to pay for the Secretaries’ errors and The Sphinx
has been left holding the bag. We regret that we can ho longer
conlinuce in this manner,

D 1IdifX3
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"MY CARD, SIR!®
(contimied from page 752)

himself. He turns it over to find your profes-
sional message.

A blank card is on top. Next comes your bus-
iness card, face down, but on its upper side is
printed "DO IT AGAIN", On the under sid:¢ of the
third card from the t.og is printed "TURN ME
OVER". This works exactly as the second var-
iation - first a triple lift and then a double.
The effect is good - more and better metho are
welcome ~ but no arm-waving top changes,pleasel!

\ i
The magicians are having their annual banquet—they orderedJ
rabbit stew, so we're serving 'em silk hats and they can furnisb]

theiv own rabbits!

MICKEY MacDOUGAL, in the
Damon Room of the Pyth-
ian, Mew York City, March
11, 1941.

The show was scheduled
for 8:30 P,M, but started
at 9:10 P.M. The excuse was
that they were waiting for
people who might be delay-
ed by the local bus strike,
but you and T know that it
doesn't keep a magic show
from starting on time.

About 70 peovle were present. Harold Haber,
Jr. introduced Mr. MacDougal, and begged the
sndience to tr- and make the performer feel
that there were at least 200 persons in the
room. And ther Mickey IMacDougal hopped upon a
small platforii, a baby spotlight was turned on
him, and off ‘.e went. .

Most of the magicians that I have seen would
do well to sti.dy the MacDougal method - he has
much that they could learn with profit. It is
well to remember that whatever else happens, the
audience must be entertained, and Mickey hands
out entertainment aplenty.

His main theme is that $12,000,000 a day is
lost by Americans to cheats, and that he, Vick-
ey, is going to show how this cheating is done,

Page 758

and how it can be detected. He takes the audi-
ence intc his confidence; he is chatty with
them; he assumes the role of a friend who is go-
ing to guide their footsteps; and how the folks
Jove it.

First he takes a new pack of cards, having a
member of the audience vouch for the fact that
Mickey has never touched them before. He then
breaks the seal, makes a fuss about removing the
jokers and extra cards, thus locating the aces,
gives a few stacking shuffles, and by means of
a smooth bottom deal gives himself four aces,
That wows fem, and they like it even better
when they are shown how it was done. Somehow or
other, this did not seem to me like exposing in
the magical sense.

Then he explained false cuts, just fast e-
nough to gather an idea of what it was all a-
bout, and much too fast for an inexperienced
person to even begin to try to copy. He did a
quick Charlier pass and claimed that even a
speed camera could not detect it. Careful, Mick-
ey, someone might take you up on that one.

All through the evening he used such phrases
as "It is impossible for the keenest eye to de-
tect, but I'm going to show you how to detect
it*, or, "I'm here to show you what to look
for." And everybody beamed at the nice man who
was showing them how not to lose money, He then
gets the aces to the bottom secretly, invites a
man from the audience, and show him how to
stack it for a five-hand game by the "milking"
process. No matter how often people see four
aces turn up in one hand, they register joy at
seeing it the next time,

And then came the Hindu Paper Mystery. Don't
sneer, Jjust read on and get educated, Nothing
but the o0ld pitchman's gag - the same old paper
folding hoax that you have seen at any carnival
or on any street corner, but it was dressed up
into a masterpiece. First Mickey demonstrated
it from the platform with a few coins, Then pa-
pers were passed among the audience, and under
the master's instructions, they did it in their
own lavs and fooled themselves - and don't think
that they weren't fooled, Of course they took
the pavers home to fool their friends, and {t
did no harm to have Mickey's name printed on top.

)

By way of variety, the talk went on to dem-
onstrations of faked dice., Some of them were
shown, and then a catalogue of gambler's sup-
plies was produced, and, believe it or not,
Mickey entertained them by reading from the cat-
alogue about marked cards, dice-switching
sticks, roulette wheels, reflector rings, and
what not.

A lady and gentleman were then invited up,
and a game of bridge was played. All manner of
petty cheating devices were then demonstrated -
using an insufficient "bid" as a weapon, stack-
ing on the pick-up, crimping to force a cut,
spoiling a grand siam by a misdeal., All this was
laoved up with murmurs of approval.

And finally a couple of rugged poker stories
with a good punch ending, That was all, but
don't think that those people 4id not go away
from there glowing with pleasurable and admir-
%ngtr;lemories of Mickey MacDougal, the card de-

ective,

The man sells himself - not only as a winning
and friendly personality, but also as a man who
can come to your club and sniff out the cheats
for you. Mickey is a success, and he deserves
every bit of it.

------- -- Rhadamanthus, Jr.



~—EDITRIVIA~—

S omebody stuck a pin in the balloon., It blew
ug in Johnny Wulholland's face while he
still was trying to stretch it (the balloon)
ust a bit more. With angular John labeled "The
hinx", the balloon "S,A.M.--M,U,M.", and the
wind "Arrogance", the picture becomes clearer,
We guess that the 40 year old monument to magie
means a lot to the Milholland, Beginning with
the May 1930 issue of The Sphinx, he picked up
the reluctantly dro;iped reins of "Doc" A,M, Wil-
son, M.D, when the latter suddenly passed away.
Dr. Milton Bridges (F.Y.C,), now deceased, was
to have a little to say about the continuance of
the mag but dropped out of active participation.,
A corporation, formed by Bernard M, L., Ernst
(N.Y.C.) consieted of, quite naturally, 5,A.M.
members, almost all of the stockholders being
residents of, you've guessed it, N.Y,.C.

The S.A.M. has 28 Assemblies throughout the
country, but, invariably, Wational Council meet-
ings are hel& in N.Y.C, except for the annual
convention officer-making get-together palavers
in one c¢ity or another. The National Council
meetings in N,Y,C. always have decided the fate
of M,U,M, (Magic-Unity-Might), the bulletin of
Society news once published by itself for mem-
bers only, but, after Houdini, given to Wilson's
Sphinx *:léh no contest for the right to serve
society members at a s8lightly cut price to be
absorbed by club dues.

Johnny wnd Wilton Bridges were close friends
of Wilson and his choices for succesdionm to a
29 year o0l1d chair, With The Sphinx came M,U.M,
and, moved from Kansas City, Mo., to N.Y,C,, the
mag's""Offical Organ of the Soclety of American
Magicians" title seemed perennially assured. It
looked hardly possible to upset the yearly con-
tractual award, not only because The Sphinx was
the “"class" publication of magl, but because of
the Council's overweight in stockholders,

Johnny's clock ticked and balloon enlarged
as he made terrific changes in The Sphinx both
a8 to make-up and policy. Being a professional
lecturer~magus vritg a yen to crash the intel-
legencia and cane-carrying set, as well as de-
siring recognition among the "fourth estate” as
editor of magic's oldest magazine, he molded
The Sphinx (plus M.U,M,) into a "slick” sheet
of appearance, if not quality, so that acquain-
tances attached to our country's better jour-
nals wouldn't consider him the purveyor of &
“pulp” type of monthly.

As the Mulholland's fame scared, the intrin-
sic value of The Sphinx to magicians soured. If
one doesn't think that magical advertisers have
seen the 1ight he need only compare the last
Wilson Sphinx (April 1930) with a current issue
of the publication using the same name.

To Johnny the transition probebly has been
worth while. His claims to a non-profit ma% -
zine are not to be doubted. He ignores, "high-
hats", insults, and bullies contributors and
advertisers. He is adamant toward people who
contribute to his welfare, for The Sphinx con-
tributes largely to his way of life in its be-
ing a key (or wedge?) to the doors of those he
considers great. Johnny would drop The Sphinx
to-morrow morning at dawn could he see his way
clear to being a successful author, and pos-
sibly, performer. Until that day, however, it

ves him a position from where he can pluck
harp strings not given to most of us.

Perhaps we are too harsh on our Journey to a
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point. Perhaps Johnny's staff, aides, help, as.
sistants, etc., are creating the impression of
an ogre at large. Perhaps our impressions have
been formed because he has left an important
{to magicians) journal in the hands of incom-
petents while he parades upon its venerable age,
If true --- we still mean what we have said.

With the picture pretty well formed now we
mention Genii. Bill Larsen, an 0ld time adher-
ant of Wilson, conceived'o% and started Genii
nearly six years agoc. A magic mag's popularity
can be judged by the amount of advertising it
carries. Magical dealers are penurious and don't
waste money. Rumors to hell and gone, we know
definitely that Larsen owns Genii lock, stock
and barrel, as did Wilson. He wants, and hes
produced, a magazine for magicians, If not as
good as Wilson's Sphinx, it is far better, ev-
idently, than vulhollan& 's publication of self-
aggrandizement.

Tired of strife and trouble, somebody high
in S,.A.lf. brackets upset the apple~cart, and,
before the inner coalition could maneuvre a-

gainst the scepter-waving of King John, (Tom
Worthington, 3rd, of The Osiriam, first called
him that several years ago) M,U,M. was in Genii's
back yard. With 950 odd subscribers at stake in

the transfer, it is quite & back yard.

In this issue of The Jinx, and only because
we hope that our writings on this page of a
year back helped stir a stagnant pool, we give
pages 753 and 754 up to facts. Exhibit A is a
letter in answer to our request for information,
Exhibits B and C were found in the same envelope
by an S.A.lM, member. (W¥We resigned over a year
ago because, &8 a member, we were sort of tongue
tied) Exhibit D is the introductory page of an
over 20 page mse, received by all S.A.¥. Assem-
blies detailing every move of those in charge
and their reasons why.

Ve consider all of this interesting, not
only to member of the Soclety of American Ma-
giclans, but to everyone who has bought a copy
of The Sphinx. So long as that journal is sold
to anybody with 25¢ (N.Y.C. novelty shops dis=
play it in their windows) M,U.M. is part and
parcel of their purchase. We've always said
JAhat the society's bulletin should be issused
privately by them with a salaried advocate of
truthful news. But, if we can't see the whole
cake, it's nice to see a goodly part of it, and
we feel that the new set-up is a step in the
right direction.

We'll get back to general news and reviews
next week, Johnny having taken up so much of
our time now, so it's a sign-off with Louis
Haley's thought "No art is safe in the hands of
one who is merely looking for his bread and but-
ter in the practice of it." Gabbatha!l
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