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JOSEPH PINETTI, Ttalian Conjurer,

With the reputation of having given performances

before several crowned heads on the Continent and pos-
#essing testimonials in their Royal Handwriting, Pinetti
i‘lme to London in 1784 and engaged the Haymarket

heatre for the winter season. The announcement of
his Entertainment ran as follows : "' Pinetti, with his
Consort, will exhibit most wonderful, stupendous, and
absolutely inimitable, mechanical, physical, and
philosophical pieces.
special honour of exhibiting varions experiments of new
discovery, particularly that of her being seated in one of
the front boxes, with a handkerchief over her eyes, and
guessing at everything imagined and proposed to her by
the company.'' Says Frost ' This isthe first instance
which I have been able to discover of what has since
received the name of clairvoyance being introduced in a
conjuring entertainment for which purpose it was so
much used by Anderson and Houdin more than falf a
century afterwards.”

Pinetti was a Knight of the German Order of Saint
Philippe and a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences
at Bordeaux. In 1985 he published '‘at the special
request of several ‘connoisseurs of -distinction '’ a book
explaining thirty-three of the tricks Selected from his
programme. This book was published in' two editions,
French and English, and each sold -at five shillings,
obtainable only from 1o Haymarket the residence of the
author. The book is illustrated with a frontispiece,
which we here reproduce, also with a vignette on the
title-page. The English Edition of this book was shortly
reduced to half-n-crown, and after a short stay in England
the author journeyed to Paris and commenced a suceess-
ful continental tour. He was succeeded in London by a
conjurer calling himself Signor Spinetti, engaged by
Hughes to perform at the Royal Circus in the pantomime
of The Talisman of Ovesmanes

Pinetti did not stay long in Paris and his departure
was supposed to have been precipitated by the publica-

Signora Pinetti will have the.
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Framtispives from Poueili's Baok (1785),
tion of a book entitled Lfa Magie Blanche PDevoilce,

| {Decremps) also published in Enghsh under the title of

The Conjurer Unmasked. The preface to the latter work,
a copy of which we have in our collection, says *' This
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book appeared in Paris during the time of Mr Pinetti's
performance there, and hastened his departure from that
city. If Mr Pinetti ever intended to keep his promise in
civing us a omplele solution of all his tricks, this book
will save him that trouble ; and we pronounce for a cer-
tainty that it will operate asa spring to the industry of
performers in that art by compelling them to some new
inventions to deceive and amuse us."’

It is hardly likely Pinetti ever made the prﬂﬁ:lise [

. referred to, as he distinelly states in the ?refaoe to his
own book that it explains tricks from his programme

“‘ which while not being prejudicial to himself will afford |
It is |

readers the greatest amusement and satisfaction.'’
probable therefore that the assertion of the translator of
the work of Decremps was but an idle boast.

Pinetti played in Italy for several years but always
avoided Rome where, in his time, the practice of magic
was a crime, and where his cleverness in this respect
would have certainly meant arrest and long imprisonment.
He, later, travelled through Austria and Poland, and
in 1796 Russia, where he contracted fever and died at a
village in Volhynia.

HAND SHADOWS,

R ABHIT,

Bunr-Doc.

SALVATIONIST.

MErHISTO,

WELLINGTON.

For full particulars of the most siitable light for Hand Shadows
and numerons novel Figures for practice, also how to prodoce
patural and life-like results on sereen, see Vol, T. of ' Magic,”
See also ** Hand Shadows,” by E. Stanyon, on sale al this office ;
ar seut by post for 7 stamps.  For other Hand Shadow Novelties,
see our {irand Illustrated Catalogue of 48 pages, size of this page,
advertised on page 62 of this issoe.

The programme reproduced (n wext colunin, Is from the portffie
of Mr. Adrthur Margery.

Theatre Royal, York.

"FOR THREE NIGHTS ONLY.

UNDER THE PATRONACE OF HER PRESENT MAJESTY.

The Royal Temple of Arts,

AND FASHIONABLE AMUSEMENTS.
On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, August 27th, 2gth, & 3oth,

This present MONDAY, August 27th, 18-38,

MONS. CHING,

The Extraordinary Magician,
WILL HAVE THE HONOR OF EXHIBITING HIS ELEGANT SPECTACLE,

MAGIQUE ET MARVEILLEUX,
In THEEE PARTS.

The Ladies and Gentlemen of York and its Neighbourhood, are
invited to behold the most Splendid Entertainments in MECHANI-
CAL and MATHEMATICAL DEXTERITY ever exhibited, in all
its beautiful variety, which will be presented by the

Truly celebrated Professor Ching,

Who is not ona of those ~ would ba” Conjursrs, bot tha * real man himsalf,
Wheo has had the distinguished bonour of presenting his
Unrivalled Display of Dexterity before most of the Crowned

Heads of Europe,

HErR pPRESENT MAjEsTY at Windsor Castle,

THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON BONAPARTE,
On Board the BELLEROPFHON Man-of-War, while Iying at Fly-
mouth, previous to his departure for St. Helena.

His Late Majesty William 1V.

And at the Residences of many of the first Nobility, viz :—

The Marquess of Westminster; The Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland; Earls Denbigh, Bradford, Durham, Carlisle;
The Heads of the Universities, &e.

M. CHING, after having the Patronage of so many Illustrious
Personages, sincerely hopes the Nobility, Gentry, and Publie, will
ut confidence in his being able to gratify the Parties who may
Fuvuur him with the honour of their presence, assuring them that
the whole of the Performance will be conducted with 51& strictest
p;_'upriety, 50 a3 not to offend the Female Ear, or taint the Mind
of Youth,

PART FIRSET.
A peculiar and Expeditious Method of
Printing without Ink or Press, Paper or Types.

The Gordion Enot Unravelled, —Decapitation, —Conflagration and
Restoration.

THE INYULNERAELE WOLF. Endless Amusements.
A TLesson for Gamnatnm.—'l‘ﬂmg‘us Fugit.—Magic Egg.—The
Magian Taper.
THE ELEPHANT OF ENOWLEDGE.—VULCAN'S FORGE.
The Bottle of Proserpine.—The Flight of Mercury.

And many others L0 numerous for :-j'pqqi.ﬁl;'n.ti,un.

M. T, will, in the Centre of his Physical Cabinet, employ his Science to
exelte hie audience on a variety of ohjects which the Spectator will be lefl in
vmin to render o aecount of —(and all dilfferent from ench other)—will prodoce
by iurms, Wonder and Amozement, and charm the eyes of ithe beholder, intent
upon penctratiug the mysterions Delusion presented to him,

PART BEECOND,.

VENTRILOQUISM

In all its variows departments, —Imitations of Birds and Animals, &e,
MNever allempted by any olher Person, and musl be heatrd Lo convey the lenst
iden of his Hxtraordinary Ingenaity,

PART THIRD.
Will commence with the plensing l?tfurl.n.nn:'r, entitled
The Conjurer at Home, or How is It Possible?

CHING'S MAGIC SUPPER ON ITALIAN MACCARONI!
Hxciting lots of Fun and Harmlesa Mirth,

Boxas Be.—Pit hu—ﬁllhr .'I._:. _mu 'I‘]D;—.Bnlil :lq.-_l?lt_n,
Doors Dpan ad Eﬂ!-pu:’h:un. o sommanos at Bight o'Cloak.

Half Frice af a Quarier-pasd Nime o"Clock,
WM, A0UTHERAN Frinter, Pelengato, York,
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By ELLIS STANYON.

In every issue from No. 1, Vol. I, 1o present date.

On the ‘' Reverse Palm' with Cards.—7s vanish
and recover six cards.—(The Stanyon method).—The
performer first fans out the cards in front of the audience,
then squares them together and holds them at the tips of
the right hand in position for the Reverse Palm., (The
""Stanyon Method'' is explained
fully, with numerous clear illus-
trations, in our ' New Card
Tricks " 181 series.) At this
juncture, the performer stands
with his right side to the audience,
and brings the left hand in front
of the right hand (see Fig. 4)
seeming to take the cards therein ;
in reality the cards are transferred
to the back of the right hand,
Pig. 4 While still in the same position the

i the cards are seemingly, vanished
from the left hand ; then with a quick half turn to the
right they are palmed (from the back of right hand) in
the left hand, and the right hand is shown from all sides,
While showing the right hand # ¢ passed arownd and
about the lept hand very slowwly (a very natural movement)
and finally grips cards with first and fourth fingers ( Fig. 5},
passing them to the rear of the right hand which is
forthwith held extended away from the body. As soon
as the cards are safely on the back of the right hand, the
left hand is moved away to the left, closely followed by
the eyes of the performer, and turned about to show it is
empty. The
cards are now re-

Span ™

4

one as under :—

The production
—With the cards
in position on the
back of the right
hand, the hand
isheld as straight
out as possible,
in fact quite straight save when the thumb advances to
pull over a card when the hand assumes the position
shown in Fig. 6. The hand in the Fig, is tilted forward
to show the position of the remaining 5 cards on back of
hand, in actual practice it is of course held quite perpen-
dicularly. = When about to produce a card the
thumb passes over the second finger in front of the ex-
treme tip of first finger and pulls firmly on the corner of
the card until the latter springs away from the little
finger (see the Fig.) Then before attempting to bring |

Fig. 5.

produced one by |

the card forward it must be pushed back sharply, with
the thumb to clear it of the fore-finger ; the thumbmay
' then pull it for-
ward over the tips
of the two middle
fingers. To en-
sure success the
thumb must be
slightly moisten-
ed fe, it must
not be allowed to
slip on the sur-
face of the card,
but in the ordinary way, unless the performer be possessed
of a naturally dry skin, the warmth of the room leaves
the hands in the desired condition. ‘The apparent catch-
ing of the cards from the air is of course accompanied
with a considerable movement of the hand, which
conceals much of the mechanical process. An up and
down movement is the most bewildering to the eye as
covering the greatest range of vision and on this account
it is preferable to a horizontal movement. When making
the supposed *' catch '’ in the air the body should be kept
erect, not tilted to one side and the catch should qlways
be made within the length of the arm. Any straining of
the body detracts from grace of movement and is to be
avoided,

If at any time there
is any danger of the
cards falling from the
back of the tight
hand, or if they be-
come misplaced ino
any way, they are put
into position again by
making the Reverse
Palm to show back
of hand empty; the
action of returning
the cards to the back
of the hand leaves
them perfectly placed.

Fig, 7.

Having caught four cards from the air in the manner
explained, and having arranged them in the left hand, as
shown in Fig. 7 (standing with his left side to audience),

the performer, when placing the fourth card in the left
hand, secretly grips the remaining two from the back of
right hand between the third and fourth fingers of the
left hand, and behind the ‘' fan '’ of four cards, as s?mwn
by the dotted lines in Fig. 7. He then, on the point of
catching the fifth card, pretends to heara remark to the
effect that all is not in orde¥, and thercupon shows the
back and front of the right hand, and proceeds to count
the cards held in the left hand, saying '° Excuse me!
there are, T think, four cards. I will count them.”
Does so, and as the two hands come together the con-
cealed cards are once more transferred to the back of the
right to be caught, this time both together, from the air
in due course, and in conjunction with the remark “and
two more make six."’

What is the Stanyon method? It issimply this : that
the forefinger is not used for the purpose of lifting the
cards over the top of the hand, thus exposing those
remaining on the back of the handsto everyone present
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save a few immediately in front of performer, On the l
contrary, the forefinger is not used, but keeps its position |
and prevents the cards being seen owver the fop of the
liand, while the card that is being drawn to the front
votnd the tips of the fingers prevents the cards left on the
back of the hand from being seen from that direction.
In fact, it is quite impossible for persons seated én fhe
gallery to see anything but the card that suddenly
appears apparently caught in space.

© If you are dubious abaut the superiority of this method
over that nsed by public performers, you are invited to
call here and see it worked.

Note the thumb ondy i3 used,

o be continmed,

Novel Divination Feat.
By Burrram NowrTH,

Four rows of, say, five figures are written on leaf of a
pocket book by audience, To these performer adds one
more, making five rowWs. These are now added
up by one of the audience, but before he does this
another spectator is given an envelope to hold, On
total being declared by first assistant, the envelope is

opened and found to contain a correct
prediction of such total, There is no

43527 confederacy, and performer only writes |
20104 one row of igures. The key lies partly
70895 in a fairly well known property of
34112 numbers, and partly in a well disguised
65887  little ruse,

—— Examination of above sum will show
243525 ' that every figure in the third line if

added to the fipure above it in second

line makes nine. ‘The figures of fourth
and fifth lines have the same pecularity. ‘The total of
such a sum will be the figures of the lop fine prefixed by
the fipure 2, except that the unit figure of total will be
two less than unit of top line,

The pocket book used is one having same appearance
both covers or backs., Oun first page of same is written,
in different stvles of writing, the first three rows as
above, or others on same principle. “The book iz then
laid on performer's table before performance with this
side down. Opening the upper cover the first page is
blank, and three spectators, some distance apart, are
asked to write each a row of five fipures. Performer now
takes pocket book, holding it well up in sight, to plat-
form or stage, and asks anedlter gentleman to assist. He
offers a chair to the assistant with same hand that holds
pocket book., In seating himself the gentleman’s back
momentarily hides pocket book, and by a single move-
ment, easily found on trial, performer takes advantage
of this to close one cover and open the other, The
assistant 1s invited then to write the fourth row of
figures, but he dues not know that the three he sees are
tiot those written by the audience. He is then asked to
tear the leaf out. ¥You add a fifth row, but choosing
figures that make nine with each of his. The rest of the
trick should now be chvious.

This method is the invention of the writer, and is now
puiblished for the first time,

Tt is obviously only suited to a Fairly large audience,

but well worked will be found very effective,

TRICKS WITH EGGS.

By ILL1is STANYON.

CHAPTER I.—EQUILIBRIUM [ Condinued).

The Untameable Egg. ‘This recalls to one's mind the
old but interesting trick with a little bottle that will not
lie down on the table for anyone but its owner, The
bottle trick has been improved that it may be handéd
for examination—we have now another variation of the
same idea in the untameable egg which refuses to lay on
its side on the table, but always stands up on its small
end.

The egg is prepared as follows.—Into a blown shell
introduce some powdered sealing wax with a little meal.
Then hold the small end of the eggover aspirit lamp warm-
ing gradually to melt the wax, which then allow to cool
while the egg isin a vertical position. This done you have
an egg with the centre of gravity in the required position.

The egg can be held in the required position over the
lamp by placing the small end in the ring of a retort
stand, or similar apparatus.

Thus prepared the egg may be balanced upon the edges
of a knife, neck of a bottle, a stick, and if laid upon a
table, sheet of glass, or other smooth surface it will at
once staud up on its small end. IE the egg be placed
upon a stick having a grove running from one end to the
other, it may not only remain in equilibrium but may be
caused to travel backwards and forwards along the stick
by imparting to the latter a slight, practically imper-
ceptible, jerk in the required direction.

N.B. The holes made in the egg for the purpose of
hlowing cut its contents are effectnally concealed by
means of a little white wax.

To balance an unprepared egg on its small end.—-To
do this you first, secretly, shake the egg violently so as
to break the yolk which will then descend to the lowest
point—the white being lighter in weight floating on the
top. The displacement of the yoke as above brings the
centre of gravity into the required position and the egg
may now, wit1 care, be balanced on any smooth
surface.

Hard Boiled Egg in Equilibrium.—Some person may
be acquainted with the secret of the preceding trick and
challenge you to perform it with a hard boiled egg. In
this case you will accept the challenge and further say
that you will allow anyone to boil several eggs and‘ to
select any oue that he may desire you to use. This
arotises the curiosity of all present, and some fun is
ubtained by asking someone to try and balance the egg
on its point ; he very naturally fails and yousay, ' Now
Sir T accept your challenge. Ina hard boiled egg the
yoke becomes mixed with the white and the centr-:-.rnf
gravity can no longer be controlled.”” ™ ﬁs_kh well ' replies
the challenger ** then you fail to accomplish your task.”
At these words you bring the point of the egg down
sharply on a plate indenting the shell and secure the
langh on your own side,

-

OUT OF DATE AND RARE B'DOK.SE )
Confessions of 4 medinum, Clotl# 232 pages of original trick
matter for magicians, The wondeefnl Trick Cage, Spirit Masks
and manifestations, all illustrated. Oniy 4 Copies on hand, Post
free, price 7/6 :
Revelations of a Spirit Mediom. 324 g with illustrations
of an original trick box slate, spirit collars, bolts, &e. Full of new
ideas for conjurers. Ouly 8 copies left. Price, post free 5/6
Orders to Office of ** Magic,"



APRIL, 1903

MAGIC. 61

AMERICAN NOTES.

By Hewrv BIpcreLv EvANs,

After a long and perhaps sotnewhat ominous silence, T sally
forth once more like Don (nixote to break a few lances in honour
of my beloved Duleima—'" magic.'' Perchancein my wanderings
over the field of legerdemain, I may, like the Knight of La Mancha,
encounter giants who upon investigation may prove bul weak
wind-mills after all, or rather T Rhnuﬁ say aind-jammers, which
in Vankeedom has reference to gentlenien who boast much of
themselves and blow their own trompets eontinuously. In these
degenerate days, when all magicians are greaf, it is difficalt to
tell who is “*it.”" The king of cards in this country [if himaelf is
to be believed) is Albini, Nobody else need apply. He isstill
engaged at the old business of exposing egg palming ; ** bad cess
to him,'" as the Trish sav,

Here is what the leading afternoon paper of Washington has lo
say of Albini :—* The Empire Theatre had a fine sutertainment
this wesk in-Albini, who, however, will not consent to temper his
well-intended persifiage with that deference which is properly
enouph expected of the performer who is asking the andience for
its kind applause.  Albini is undoubtedly one of the most skilful
men in his line of work, and there is no reason to doubt his claims,
as aunounced from the stage, to be the originator of a number of
tricks which have made fame and fortune for others, His dexterity
it palming, too, is probably greater, as he avers, than that of men
who assume far greater distinction. But Mr, Albini is young vet.
A glance at his fresh mmg‘]e:inncd face and a study of hisalert
carringe while on the platform leaves no doubt of this He should
not permit the Eall of eyniciam thos to overcast so promising a
career, He should smile, and having surpassed some of the
successful exponents of his art in skill, should be content to
imitate them in affability. However, the audiences at the Empire
stand his bullying good natluredly, and are rewarded by a seally
first-class exhibition.”

Albini met with a curions contretemps while performing the
trick of the torn card restored, He handed the drawn card toa

entleman to tear up, and so well did the indefutigable volunteer
ﬁu his work, while Albini was engaged in talking to the andience,
that the card was redoced to confetti—there were no corners,  So
Albini had to preseut another spectator with the fake coruer,
covering up the confetti as hest as possible, :

On the occasion when Hermes Trismegistus was giviug sgance s
in black magic, some six or ten thowsand years ago, in the great
temple at Memphis, Ej.{_\'ﬁ.. two young men sat in the front row
and poch-poched the whole performance, declaring the feals of
thauwmaturgy to be chestnuts, and Hermes a back number.  Worse
than that they endeavoured to expose the preat Magician right in
the midst of his performance. The result was, as may well be

imagined, the young men were presented with several pyramids by |

the admiring people of Memphis, a block at a time. A conple of
grease spots on the hﬁpks of the Nile were all that remained of

. Brannunicus and Martinins, the would-ba exposers of the great
Hermes. Magiec was magic in those.days, and was closely allied
to religion. HBot to continue the story, Brannanicus and Martinius
having yielded up the ghost, went to Amenti and were condemned
to reincarnate, after so many cycles of Osiris, in the bodies of
donkeys possessed with the longest ears and the most stentorian
brays, At the present writing, these two unfortunates are touring
America, and they are still engaged in exposing magic triclks on
the stage. }

Here is a case for the Society of American Magicians, Tf the
Society has any use in the world, except a merely social oue, it
should take cognizance of these two performers.  How is it Lo be
done? Why make a strong appeal to the Vandeville Managers
Association, which has its headguarters in New York, to cot out
engagetents that deal in exposes. Don’t play men like these in
respectable Vandeville theatres, A stroke of the pen would do it
1f the Society of American Magicians is to live it must protect its
members, or magic will be very dead after a while, Come, gentle-
men, hump yourselves and be useful as well as ornamental, or else
you will fall into an inoocuous desuetnde thal is worse than death,

Trewey is looking for a publisher for his projected hook : My
life, with incidents of travel. How to become a juggler, conjurer,
shadowgraphist, musical elown, wrimie, ete., with useful hints and
tricks for amateurs, Also counsel as to the securing of engage-
ments,”" ete., ete.
take such 8 work f I have rounded up some of the American

firms, but they seem apathetic on the subject, Trewey has written
me several times about this matter, but [ am unable to assist him.
Soch a great artist should surely obtain an American or English
publisher for a new book., Whal is the matter with the English
firm of Routledge & Co?

: Imro Fox, to my mind, has one of the mwost Drfgin&] and pleas-
ing conjuring exhibitions now on the boards.  The opening scene
represents a cavern and a wizards' incantation, Hey Presto | The
cavern vanishes and Fox appears in full evening dress ina hand-
sontely decorated drawing room, all very much up todate. The idea
is clever and the miseen-scene excellent. It is arelief, too, from
the regulation magical show. Fverybody is running to big effects
Bbut the wheel will turn again !

We are nll delighted to hear of Horace Goldin's success, He is
a greal favorite among American magicians, for he is good-hearted
and geuerons. . His rise has been phenomienal.

At asmoker here at the Iroquois Club, Malini gave one of his
very clever card exhibitiozs.  Admiral Schley was present and
enjoyed the same very much. A profusion of good things in the
litie of * wet goods ' went the rounds, and Malini became very
effusive in his remarks, ' Misler Admiral Schley,"” he said, 1
vould go to de ends of the vorld, to give you von leetle sleighl-of-
hand show."  An Admiral adlln:s&'.eﬁ as " Mr," is something new
in naval nomenclature, T have seen many magicians force cards,
but Malini tukes the palm and the cake. He has a facolty of
getting in with newspaper men and receives more free advertising
than anybody in the business. He iz a little bit of a fellow "
—a Polish Jew—and talks English with a cooiical accent,
His entertainments are confived mostly to clubs and drawing
rooms, He is hardly known outside of Washington and Baltimore,

1 propose publishing two books in 1go; and 1gog—one lo be
called the *“01d and the New Magic,” a complete review of
ocultism in the tgth and 20th centuries ; and a Emk. of tricks,
something similar to my * Magic and its Professors.” Addan
Plale, Hilboi, Fritz, Canlk, Hardin, Parsell, and a host of
clever writers will contribute new thiugs to the latter volome, The
first named work will be brought out in parts in the *°Open
Court ' of Chicagao, .

Dr. Hllison is doing business at the same old stand. He is
looking for ' Bresliw's Legacy.”” I take pleasure in informin
him that 8 copy may be had from Mr. Henry V. A. Parsell, Cﬁ
New Vork, and may be obtained by a liltle persuasion—or
FORCE,

Fvervhody over here is delighted with ¢, Lang Neil’s new book
on conjuring. Its method of presentiug the tricks—'* Effect,
explanation, time''—is simply perfect and sets a model for all
futnre works on conjuring. Its illustrations wust lave cost a
sweet pile.

NEW TRICKS.

Twentieth Century Card Rising.—As performed by De Kolta
in New York., A few cards are selected by audience (force or no
force) and shuffled in pack which is placed in glass. Chosen cards
rise as usual ; then performer says, *° Look here | I'm tired of call-
ing vou by nawes—all of yon come out, one af @ fHwe till you're
all out."" " The cards now rise slowly or Fawep oul of the glass one
by one until glass is guite empty, A new and. beantiful idea; no
[Ekes, Price 7/8

Torn and Restored Paper Ribbon.—As performed at the
Falace Theatte. Strip of coil paper, over three feet long, is torn
into small pieces, which are instanily restored to their original
form. Hands are shown absolately empty on all sides throughout
the entlire trick. Fheore are na fabes wied and the hanwds never
approach body from stari fo findsh of fick.  Subtle and artistic.

Price 46

do. do. do. Professional féke for making the

trick nhsolutely undetectable, as used by prominent conjurers,

(not the Finger Féke). Frice 4/6
Orders {o OfMice of * Magic.'

Stanyon’s N.P. Bouguet Stand.—It is fitted with 3 adjust-
able collars, each carrying 4 arms with a hook on -:nr% of each
to hold the floral balls taken from the hat, the arms bein
arranged to form a tree with the bonguets, With 3 vollars an

Is there not some English firm that will under- | & hoak on top, for 13 bouguets, beautifully vickelled throughout,

Each, 17/6
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Correspondence.

The Editor inviler condviduiions dealing with any matiers ikely fo Se of
fudererd fo venders of Pels paper,  He wdll ol be pleased fo recefve dlemis of meis
relafing fo special shows, appaoralus, crdalopucs for reodeme, gfe, The FBditar dees
ol ﬁufﬁ‘-ﬁ:'mre{f reapamirbls for the idews expresied by hals correspondents

Prof., Hugall Benedict writes —'"1I
read with much interest in the March
Mo, of * Macic' your version of per-
forming the paper tearing trick, which
is very similar to the one that I have
been working, not only in private
shows, but on the pablic platform, as I
think it 15 a trick of sufficient import-
ance to he exhibited on the stage. I
use itin conjunction with the burnt paper
and white ribbons, and the paper bils
and fan., My improvement over your
miethod is that at the first restoration
the paper may be fitted with the retained

destroyed, and when restored again the
original corner is found also to fit in the lastly restored paper. T
work the trick with three pieces of white lissue paper about g ins.
square (vour paper bag idea, however, is better]. I place two of
these evenly together and then tear off two coroers together ; by
this means ote corner will be found to fit exactly either sqoare of
paper. ‘The method of proceeding is now apparent, and can he
performed as you deseribe the trick,

' To make the trick ‘stronger,’ a newspaper can be borrowed
and a piece torn off ; in which case you have a confederate—by
doing 0 one only follows the example set by America's Handeulf
Kings—who hands you a copy of an evening paper, Tear off a
square to correspond in every respect with the two duplicates
previously concealed and then perform as described.!’

To TuE EDITOR.

DrAR S1R,—I was always crazy when a boy to bea thagicin,
and am vet, 6g years, My folk instead ol telling me how hard T
would have to stody to be a magician told me how low and
degrading it was, and that respecfalde people sever were magicians.
I neglected my nrl!mntxgeﬂ, where if I had known of the rare
works on magic that are in French, German, Arahic, and Sanscrit,
T think I would have learned those languages just to study magie.
1 never found that out until a few years ago. T uged to travel in
the backwoods of West Virginia with a magic “lantern and Jdid a
few tricks, as I could not use my right hand I didn't attetnpl
any card tricks. Some cight or nine years before I was in the
show buziness I was in Washington City and saw Risley's original
Japanese troupe do the butterfly trick. I stodied up away by
which I performed it, but T could only work two botterflies, and I
fthoneht T had seen the Japs work 25 or 3o, T saw the trick
advertised in the  CLirrER "' for two dollars, T sent my money
and learned what I already knew, o that made me very shy of
buying tricks,

I was very seldom detected in my tricks, and my audiences
were the kind that is penerally hardest to deceive—ignorant
people—people who if they should wake up some morning aud
seg the streams reversed or ronning up hill and the son rising
in the West would not be at all sorprised.  Their conclusions were
gelleraily$retty correct ; they would in speraking about the show
say ' He didn't reely do them things, he only made "em look that
way to us,""  Though once T succeeded in making some 12 or 15

people believe T actually erawled through a saw log—that is a log

about 2 ft. in diameter, and 16 ft. or 18t long, ready to be hanler
to mill to saw into lumber. There wns one skeptic in the crowd
who, while he had no idea how I had done the trick, insisted that
“won’ll never make me belleve that feller was reely inside ‘er
that thare log*' ; but one old patriarch whe ** conld have swore !
he'd sees wie cramd fhroush told me in regard to the skeptic
“ That darn’d fool don't believe nothin, why he don't even helieve
the Bible."

Al works on Magic say never tell your audience what you are
going 1o do—yet anyone who has seen Kellar once, or most any
other magician, will know what they are going to do il they see
him or them again, T don't think that an exposé in the papers
injures magic, because it causes people to go to see if they can catch
the magician, and if they can't they think the editor lied; but,
I think, men who give away tricks at Theatres ought to be led
out and shot,

T have recently bought the ** MonErn ConjUrER,'" and the
redeeming feature of the book is the list of works on magic in the
last few pages. Yours truly, H, A, E
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corner, the restored paper is once more |
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By William
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TOASTS
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how to do it; oot only
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perienced speaker will gather from it many
sugpestions.
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Vou are welcome to share the advautage
offered by our cheap advertisement rates,
whether you be on the top round of popu-
larity or only a beginner. It may encourage
you to note that all were once heginmers ;
now is t;mur time to decide. Popularity is

ten than not attained by keeping
vour name constantly before the publie.

To reap well you must sow well—advertise
in ** Macrc."'

A sore way to immortalize your name 1s to
advertise in ** Macic."

Femember, a name seldom seen is econ
forgotten—establish the popuolarity of your

_ | name by advertising regularly in ** Macic "

Tt is jmst possible it may never have
occurred to you that ' Macic' is a first-class
advertising medium with & LARGE CIRCULA-
tT1on amongst Conjurers,  Therefore, if you
desireto Buy, Sell, or Exchange Tricks when
reconstructing your programme, an adver-
tigement in “Macic' may reasonably be
expected to produce you I}ar betler results
than those obtained from papers of a more
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all that is new, novel, and wonderful in vour
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on the wrapper will denote | you do so, we are sanguine of secoring your

that your
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