Digitized by GOOSI(’:



»
R i .
i i}
) <
J
. ¥ .
. N . v w
) ’ -
N .
i ' - .
'S
H
|
OSSR e




-

rHE

SPEAKING FIGURE,
AND THE

AUTOMATON CHESS-PLAYER,

EXPOSED AND DETECTED.

l Hore there are few Englifhmen fo illiberal,
as to envy any man, of whatever nation
he is born in, or whatever religion he profefles,
the juft reward due to REAL merit or ingenuity 3
but when I fee one Foreigner come among us, |
and call a Toy-fhop Doll, < a Speaking Figure,”
and demand HALF A CROWN a piece admittance,
to hear it, and find within an hundred yards ano-
ther Foreigner, who impofes double that fum,
A2 to
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to fee what he calls an AvuTomaToN Chefss
Player :¥—When 1 fee fuch men, I fay, col-
le&ing an immenfe fum of money in thisKing-
donr, to casry into fome other, by mere tricks;
tricks inferior to many flights of hand which
are fhewn for two-pence, my indignation rifes at
the folly of my own Countrymen, and the arro-
*ganceof theimpofing ftrangers. I therefore think
dta_picce of jurftice due to both, to draw afide the
curtain, open the head, and fhew, that the
brains of this wonderful Doll is rothing more
than the continuation of atin tube, which s fixed
to its mouth, fo as to convey the Q_xeifion and
Anfwer to and fidm an invifible Confederate,
“That the human voice may be imitated, and
. many, or moft words; articulated by valves,
- and
. * Ax AUTOMATON, is a felf-moving Engine, with the
principle of motion within itfelf. The flying Dove of Archy-
tas, mentioned by Aulus Gellius, No&t. At. Lib. x. c. 12,and
Regiomanta{tus's Wooden Eagle, which, as H;forians relate,
fiew from the City, met the Emperor, faluted him, and
retumed ; and likewife the Iron Fly, which, at a feaft, flew
out of his Hands, and taking a round, returned thither
again (Apol. ‘c. x. fe&t.i.) were properly called Avro-
maTa; but the modern Chefs-Player is no fuch thing.
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and bellows, like the barrel organ,  there is no
doubt ;, but that a mechanijcal figure can be
fnade to ad%r all, or any fuch queftions,
which at'{:_put to it, or even put a qucflion,
iS UTTERLY. JMPOSSIBLE. That an AvToma-
j'ron‘ 'maAy be made to move its hand, its
head, and its eyes, in certain and regular motions,
is paft all doubt; but that an AUTOMATON can
be -'nléd.e to move the Cheflimen proper-
ly, asa fagacious Player, in confequence of the
preceding move of a firanger, who undertakes

- to play againft it, is alfo UTTERLY 1MPOSSIBLE :

And, therefore, to call it aw AUTOMATON‘,
is an impofition, and merits 5 public detec-
tion; efpecially as the high price of five fhjl

ling for each perfon’s hdmiﬂion, induces the

vifitor to believe, that its movements are

REALLY performed by mechanjc powers ;
when, in fa&, the whole delufion is fupported

in both inflances, by invifible confederates, -
. To prove that it is fo, is the: bufinefs of this

Publication, not with 2 view of depriving the

Exhibitors of a reafonable profit, for their in-

genuity ;
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genuity ; for ingenuity there is in the contriv-
ance of both; but perhaps lefs, in the Chefs-
Player, than even in that of the Speaking
Doll, which I fhall firt explain. To do
which,. it is to be obferved, that the Doll
(a figure about the fize of a very y‘oung
child) is fufpended by a ribband round its
waift, in the door-way of a room, or light
clofet, which is interior 1o that into which the
company are admiited. To the mouth of the
Doli is fixed a tin tube, about a foot in length,
the end of which is formed like the mouth-
piece of a fpeaking trumpet; and V.to that
mouth-picce the Queffioner applies his, and in

a gentle whifper puts a queftion to the Doll,

in either French, Englifh, German, or Italian:

- Quelle age avec wous? What age are you?

faid I. A faint whifpering reply iwas foon

made me ; Fai dix-buit; 1am eighteen. This
was a rational anfwer conveyed through the
head of an inanimate being, and confequently
it was made by a rational being ; but how? it
will be faid.  And where is the rational an.

fwer?

e
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fwer ? I the Frontifpiece does not inform the
Reader, “let him fuppofe that in the very large
plume of feathers (out of all propertisen to the
fize of the Baby) upon the head of the Puppet,
there is concealed the other end of the trumpet,
but more expanded than that to which you
put the queftion :—That there is a hole thro’
the ceiling, over the door-way, but which is
invifible to every body in the exterior room ;
and therefore,‘ whatever words are whifpeféd
at the mouth-piece below, cannot fail ftriking
he ear of the profirate confederate above. Bue

~ ashe cannot apply his mouth, as the Queftioner
~ does, clofe to the counter trumpet in the Baby’s

head, his reply is not heard by you fo di-
tinétly. as he hears the queftion put; and there-
fore he of ten fails, and whifpers fome reply,
but too faintly to be underflood. It will be

faid, I know—but the Figure may be taken

down, and the reply will be made while it is
held in the hands of the Shew.man: It is
true ; but he holds it in the fame place, and
dire&iy under the confederate; at which time

the
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the confederate may eafily flip a tin tube
* through the apperture in the ceiling, abovea -
~ foot or more, to hear the queftion, and ecturn
the:'rcply, without its being feen by the fpec-
tators in the front room. The man indeed
will tell you, that it will anfwer a queftion
when hung upon a tree'in the Park : But who
will regard the declaration of a Charlatan ;
for the truth is, he will not bring it even into
the exterior room ; and the whele degeption
is, that the gueffion and reply pafs through a

a tin tube fixd in ahead of -human form; for take ‘
away that, and bang a double-ended {peaking

trumpet in the door-way, and then it would ap-

| pear tooidle adeception, to drav{(therauet}tionof ,
any But children, of its own dimenfions.

This is not mere conjecture, but :the fadt ;
for 1 have fixed 2 buft of Plaifter of -Paris in
‘my own ‘houfe, and can thus:carry on the céﬁ,—_ B
refpondence, in the manner here :defcribed.
Thus much, therefore, for the Spe;ikinglFigure’;
-and as-to the Chefs-Player, I think, when he

s

el



A e ST WS

. wgveew - ¥

SR X E R R —
-

- =7

¢ 9 )

i ftript of his Turkith robes, turned out of
his fplend:d apartment, deprived of the, Je-.

rious deportment of all the parties, and parade

of admittance, is flill a more fimple trick,
though better conduéted, than the Speaking Fi-
gure. The Chefs-Player, however, is a well
executed figure of a Turk, fitting under akind
of tent, and behind a large Counter ; a Coun-
ter which is opened before the game begins,
and exhibits a complicated piece of elock-
work, by which the fpe@ator is given to
underfland, the movements are regulated;
but which is nothmg more, than one; of
many other mgemous devices, to mifguide
and to delude the obfervers.. Both figure and
counter are railed off, and only one man attends
within fide; and he is fuppofed to be the per-

fon with whom the firanger aGually plays; by

caufing the arm and hand of the Automaton to

move the Chefsemen by fome incomprehenfible

~ and invifible powers, according to the preceding
~move of the firanger who plays againft the Auto-

maton ; and that every fpeCator fbould think fo,
: B he
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he always places himfelf clofe to the right elbow
of the Automston, previous to its move ; then

puts his left hand into his coat pocket, and by’
an avkwatd kind of motiots, induces moft pef)a
ple to believe, that he has a Magnet concealed in
"' his pocket, by which he can dire& themovement
of the Turk’s arm at pleafure. Add to this, that
he has 3 little cabinet on a fide-table, which he
‘now and then unlocks, and locks; a candle burn-
ing; anda key towind up the Avremaron; all of
which are merely to puzzle the fpe&ators : For
* he takes care that they fhall fee him move his
hand and fingers in his pocket, backwards and
forwards, on purpofe to enforce the fufpicion
that be, not an invifible. Ageut, ¥ the antagonift
agamﬁ whom you play ; whereas, he is only
a panty in the deception; and the real
inover is concealed in the Counter, which
is quite large enough (exclufive of the clocke
wark)" to-contain a child of ten, twelve, of
fourteen

| * WercIto tell a Watch or Clock-maker to ‘make
me one or the other, which, at the word of command,
' would
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fourteen: years of age; and I have children
who could play well at chefs, at thofe ages:
The Confederate, therefare, may probably fee
the moves, by % looking-glafs fixed to the ceil-
ang; and has only to pra&ifc reading the game
backwards, for by a Confederate 1T 1s PER-
FORMED, : :

That this is-the cale, is paft all doubt; for
they only exhibit the dutomaton Player, from
the hour of one #ill two oclock, becaufe the
invifible Player, canbot bear a longer confine-
ment; if he could, it cannet be fuppofed
that they would not receive Crowns for .a.dmit-
tance, from twelve o’clock till four, inftead of
only from one to two. That the vifible Atten-

- dant means you thould confider him the a&ual

DireCtor of the game, and Author of the -
B2 ~ moves,

would point its hour and minute hand at whatever part of
the dial I direfted, he would tell me, nothing but a Ziwing
band could fo direct it ; yet this pretended Automaten does
more, for it poiats both as direfted, and adds to it the

. buman faculties, by playing with fudemwent, at 2 game which

requires fome, though net: fo much as is generaﬂy coge

" ceived,
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moves, is clear ; becaufe, when I obferved to
him that he was a good Chefs-Player, he in-
Rantly replied, /4, la; fo, fo; but I am con-
fident he isnot: Nay, I have no doubt but it
is a living hand which is put into the fleeve of
the Turk, and that all the moves are made by
that means.* Indeed, Monf. Kemplin (who
is certainly a very ingenious man) had the can-
dour to fay to a cerTaN Prixce, at Paris,
who afked him the fecret, * Quand wous ke
¢ fiaurez, mon Prince, ce ne fara plus rien
Both thefe deceptions have been thewn at Paris;
and I can no better prove, that what is here
faid is well founded, than by giving an extract
from a very well written Letter on the fubjed, -
by an ingenious Frenchman of that City.

¢ Anfin,” fays he,  on montre actuclle-

¢ ment, fur les Boulvards un poupée qui parle

' "¢ fans

* ] faw the ermine trimmings of the Turk' outer gar.
ment move once or twice, when the Figure fhould have
been quite motionlefs ; for it is the L/ arm alone which
moves ; and he is made to play lcft-handed, probably that ic
may appear right-handed to the accomplice in the looking-
glafs, above ; though I rather think, the invifible player fees
all the moves through the hair trimmings of the Turk’s habit,
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fans’ remuer les 1évres, fans refpirer et fans
le fecours du plus petit reffort; et que non
feulement parle, mais encore fait des queftions
trés capticufes, et méme des jolis Madii-
gaux. On les fufpend en Pair avec des ru-
bands, pour prouver ‘qu’elle ne tient a
acune mecamque on la prend méme entre les
mains, et ce q\n peuit encoré augmenter le
marveilleux, c’eft qu’en fufpendant une
pantouﬂe i la place de 1a poupée, on n’en-
tend pas moins les qﬁeﬁioné captieufes et les
petits Madrlgaux. Il fuffit feulement de ne
pas quitter la chambre ot s’opére le rmraclc,
car par-tout ailleurs la poupee eft muette,
Certe bagatelle quz attire la populace, falt-
honneur au Phyﬁcu:n trés dxﬁmgue qui la
protége, et prouve’ qu’il connoit les effets
d’un’ tuyau et d’tne parobole ménagés dans
un platfond, il falloit feulement qu'il i inti-
tulae cette picce, Machine dAcoz{ﬂtgue et non
de Mecanigue. M. M. les commis du Journal
de Paris, ont bien fenti cela dans Vannonce
quils en ont faite : Ils. ont ‘mieux’ aimé
Pappeller merveille qi:e mecanigue ; fondés fur

- | . ¢ cet
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* cet axiome que g prouve frop ne prouve
“ rien: Fffe@ivement une poupée qui fait des
¢ queftigns eft plus mewei}lcufe' que les ma-
“ chines humaines qui vent 'admirer, puifque
*¢ celle fci ne font rien qu’en vertu deleur or-
¢ ganifation, et que d’aprés les loix générales
¢ du movement, fondf:s que la poupée parle
“ et fait entindre (3 Penfée, fans différer en
¢ ';ien des poupées qu’on‘ i(end. i la foire.
““ Quand jai dit que cell.ci n’avoit pas de
“¢ reflorts, je me fuis pourtant trompe ; elle en
‘. aun, quitead 3 detourner Vattention pub-
“ lique des teres-pgriantes de- M. L’Abbe
* Mical.” |

Now this very Speaking Figure, exhibited
here, is the very fame which was thewn upon the
Boylvards at Paris ; a place fomewhat fimilar
to our Bartholomew-Fair; éu;d where the ﬁtmoﬂ;.
that was given to fee it, was three or four fous;
but here in England, half-a-crown is exated,
to fee a Plafter of Paris Doll, hung up ina
daar-way, by 2 hit of ribbapd, with a {mall.
fpeaking trumpet which goes through the

' - head
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head, and opens amidft 2 plume of feathers be-
hind!* And Iwas one of the many who have
paid fifteen fhillings to fhew my farhily the
figure of a Turk, which has a moveable arm,
a thumb, and two clumfy ﬁ'ngers, which, by
pulling a ftring within the arm, can embrace
or leave a Chefs-man, jutt where a living band
direfts it. Let the Exhibitor, thérefore, call
it a coop DECEPTION, and I will fubfcribe to
the truth of it; but while he draws a large
fum of money from us, undet the affurances-of
§ts being am Automaron that moves by me:
chanic powérs, he endeavours to deceive, and it
s fair game to expofe it, that the price at leaft
méy be reduced. For I confefs'it is a curiofity,
and ¥ believe as much money would be received
at one fhilling each, as is gained, by demand-
ing five. What has given rife to thefe two
impofitions, the Speaking Figure and the Chefs-
playing Tutk, is, that Monf. PAbbe Mical,
of Paris, has a@ually made two coloﬂ'alvheadé,

. ‘ which

* The Publifher can name feveral Gentlerneh of Cha-

facter, who have feen this experiment jrovcd at the A»-
thoi’s houfe. '



(-16 )
which fpeak certain words diftinétly, and which

is teally the production of many years labour ;

They are not, fays the Parifian Writer,—
¢ L'owvrage du moment & du hazard, c’eft le frui
“du travail & du genie, depuis trente ans’—
~ Forty years fince, I found three hundred people
aflembled, to fee, at a fhilling each, a coach
which went without horfes; and though this
coach was moved by a man within fide of a
wheel, ten feet diameter, and which moved the
fmall fore-wheels, juft as the crane wheel raifes
the goods from fhips on the quay, Mr. Quin,
the Duke of Athol, and many perfons prefent,
werc angry with me, for faying it was trod
round by 2 man within the hoop, or hinder,
wheels ; but a fmadl paper of {nuff, put into the
wheel, foon convinced every perfon prefent,
that it could not only move, but fneeze too,
perfectly like a Chriftian. That machine was not

a wheel within a wheel, but a Man within a

wheel : The Speakiug Figure is a man in a clofet
above, and the Automaton Chefs-Player is
g man within a man; for whatever his outward
form be compofed of, he bears a iiving foul

“within.

o m e #



CONCLUSION:

TO fhew the utter impoffibility that
' any part of the Chefs-Playing Turk
is performed by mechanical powers, and
that every patt is performed by a living, but .
invifible human éonfederate, let it be remeimi=
bered, firft, that the fuccefs of the game at
Cheefs depends wholly on addrefs; and cautious
movements of the Cliefs-men, in various and
undeterminéd moves, on a board, containing
~ fixty-four fquates, (or boufes.) When the men
are difpofed, the game is generally bégun by
the pawns, which march firaight forward in their
own file, ore boufe at afime, except the firft
move; for then they may advance rwo boufes, -
but they never move backwards : The manner
that they take their adverfary’s men is fide-
ways, in the next boufe forwards ; wh‘ex:e,
having captivated the enemy, they move for-
ward as before. The rook goes forward,or,
C crofs-
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erofs-ways, through the whole file, and back
again. ‘The Knight fkips backwards and for_
wards to the next boufe, fave one, of a different
colour, with a fideling march, or flope; and thus
kills his enemies that falt in his way ; or guards
his friends that may be expofed on that fide.
" The Bifhop walks always in the fame colour
of the field which he is placed in at firft, for-
ward, or backward, aflepe or diagonally, as
far as he pleafes. The Queen’s walk is more
univerfal, as fhe takes all ihe fteps of the fore-
mentioned pieces, excepting that of the
Kright; and as to the King’s motion, it is in
one bovfe at a t[}nc, and that in any diretlion :
Among the waripus men which compofe this
LEasTerx GAME, (for it was played in Perfia,
576 years before the Chriftign @ra) no man
bears ihe name of a Fox ; and therefore, how-
ever near the koufe of a Fox may ke to the King,
he nced not enter that houfe while he has fo
qiany better tomove in. It is therefore time
to have donc with all thofe Moving and Speak-
tug Figures; and never to forget, that a drunken
' ' man,
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man is always aing the part of a fober one;
and that he who preteads 19 be better and wifer
than bis neighbour, isin general, by all that, fo
much the worfs. And I would fooner believe |
theRight Honourable Charles James Fox is only
an AuToMATON, than that the other Turk,
in St. James’s-fireet, could, without cenfede.
rates, play a game, mere complicated than
was ever played by any nian, except that game
phayed for the laft twenty years by the Right
Honourable Lord North, of ##3#%#%% me.
mery. Man, the cusningef, the mofl artful,
and the moft ingenious of all animals, is always
aiming to deceive, and te draw the attention
of thofe who behold his movenents, fram that
point at which he means moft to deceive. '

Look here, Ladies and Gentlemen, fays the
the-flight-of-hand-man ? Every body leoks as be
bids sbem 5 at bis right band, while his left, flips
unobferved, the Guinea piges into-a bag : The
difcarded Minifter is for a Reform, and fhorter

Duration of Parliaments.
¢¢ The



¢¢ The Devil was fick—the Devil a Monk wouldbc
¢ The Devil was well—the Devil 2 Monk was he. "

So there is good reafon to believe, that Monf:
Automaton’s robes and hair trimmings do not
meet fo clofe as to prevent an interior man from
feeing the Chefs-Board, though he may not be
feen himfelf, For, as I obferved above, I faw
motion there, when the Figure ought to have
been, and would have been motionlefs, had there
not been fome life very near it. When the arm
of the Automaton moves, all eyes are there;
and therefore, the eyes of the concealed mover
lies hid, like a hairin her form,

F I N I S
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STOCKDALE's EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE.

"ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC.

A new edition of SuAksPEARE, and anedition of fo fin-
[gular a form as the prefent, in which all his plays are com-
prehended in one volume, will, perhaps, appear furprifing
| t0 many readers; but, upon a little reflection, their furprize
will, the Editor doubts not, be converted into appro-
bation.

Much as SiagspEARE has been read of late years, and -
largely as the admiration and ftudy of him have been ex-
.tended, there is ftill 2 namerous clafs of men to whom he is
' very imperfeétly knewn, Many of the middling and lower
f ranks of the inhabitants of this country are either not ac-
quainted with him at all, excepting by name, or have only
feen a few of his plays, which have accidentally fallen in}
their way, It is to fupply the wants of thefe perfons that ]
the prefent edition is principally undertaken; and it cannot
fall of becoming te them ai, pegpetual fource of entertain-
ment and inftruGion. That they will derive the higheft en-
tertainment from it, no one can deny; for it does not require
any extraerdidary degree of knowledge or eglucation to enter
into the general fpirit of SuaksPEARE. 'The paffions he’
defcribes are the peffigns which are felt by every ‘human
being;. and his wit and humour ase not local, er eonfined
- 1 to the cuftoms of a particular age, but are fuch as will givel
pleafure at all times, and to men of all ranks, from the
highett to the loweft. '

But the inftrudtion that may- be drawn from SHAx-

SPEARE is equal to the entertainment whlch his writing$
affore

.



STOCKDALE’ EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE.

afford. He is the greateft mafter of human nature, and of
human life, that, perhaps, ever exifted; fo that we cannot
perufe his werks without having our underftandings con-
fiderably enlarged. Befides this, he abounds in occafional
maxims and refleGtions, which are calculated to make a deep
impreffion upon the mind. ‘There is fcarcely any circum-
ftance in the common occurrences of the world, on which
fomething may not be found peculiarly applicable in
SHAKSPEARE ; and at the fame time, better exprefied than
in any other author. To promote, therefore, the knowe
ledge of him, is to contribute to general improvement.

Nor is the utility of the prefeat publicatiors confined ro
perfons of the rank already defcribed; it will be found fer-
viceable even to thofe whofe fituation in life hath enabled
them to purchafe all the expenfive editiohs of our great

dramatift. ‘The. book now offered to the public may com-
modioufly be taken into a coach or a pott chaife, for amufe-

ment in a journey; or if a company of gentlemen fhould

happen, in converfation, to mention }SHAKSPEARE, or to
difpute concerning any particular paffage, a volume cou-
tainingthe whole of his plays may, with great convenience,
be fetched by a fervant out of a library or a clofet: In
fhort, any particular paffage may, at all times, and with
eafe, be recurred to. It is a compendium, not an abridge-
ment, of the nobleft of our poets, and alibrary in a fingle
volume.

The Editor hath endeavoured to give all the perfeltiap
tothis work which the nature of it can admit, The account
of his life, which is taken from Rowe, and his laft will, in

reality,



$TOCKDALE’s EDITION OF $HAKSPEARE.
reality, comprehend almoft every thing. that is known wtt}‘r
tegard to the perfonal l'nﬁory of SHAKSPEARE. Thé
anxious refearchesof his admirers have fcarcély beert able to

1

coﬂe& any farther mformanon  concerning him.

. 'The text, in the prefent edition, is given as it has beers
fettled by the moft approved commentators. It does not
confift with the limits of the defign, that the notes fhould
be large, or very numerous they have not, however, beenr
wholly neglected.  The notes which'are fubjomed are fuch
as were neceffary for the purpofe of illuftrating and explamf
ing obfolete words, -unufual phrafes, old cuﬁoms, and
obfcare of Effant allufions. “Trr fhc

tor’s aimto omit nothing which may ferve to rendex Suak=
$reare intelligible to every capacity, and to every clafs of
readerss : :

: Havmg thls view, he capnot avmd expreﬁ'mg hxs hope,
that an undertakmg, the utility of which is fo appirenty
wul be encouraged by the public; and his cenfidence of a
fayourable receptwn is increafed hy the confcioufnefs that
heis nog domg an.injury to any one. The fuccefs of the
Pljefept vqlume will not impede the fale of the larger edi-
iions of . SHAKSPE'ARE, which will ftill be equally fought
for by thofe to whom the purchafe of them may be con~
vcruent.
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