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taining, and Comical;
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“From the moft celebrated Mafters of Deception j
As well with Sticut eof Hawp,
As with MatHEMATICAL INVENTIONS,

Wherein is difpliysd, :
The Mode and Manner of deceiving the Eye,
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Mirthful Deceptions. . :
Tricliding the various Exhibitions of thole wanderful Atidis.
Bresvaw, Siur Comus, JonAs; o .
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LD CA T TON,

T o

Si;ik ASHTON LEVER, Knat.
SIR,

HOPE you will pardon this pub-
lic addrefs ; your well known
charatter as a man of virtue, your
indefatigable induftry in collecting
whatever is rare and curious, in artor
nature, has fixed your name high with

the dellitanti of the whole world.
As a perfon of fuch a turn of mind
and extraordinary abilities, muft be
{uppofed to pofiefs a regard for every
A 3 thing




vi DEDLCATION.

thing that is curious and entertain-
ing ; the Editor of this work has
prefumed to lay his labours at your
door, with fome fort of confidence,.
that you will treat it with kindnefs.

Books of this kind, muft be
acknowledged, are too gcncrnlly
looked upon as calculated merely
for the lower clafs of people; to
amufe the ignorant, 1O make
children laugh, with the tricks of
FHocus Pocus. and Legerdemain :
but, Sir, as you are well convinced
that many ufeful inventions in the
mathematics have owed their rife
to fome of thefe fanciful exhibitions,
it is not doubted but you will look
upon this {election ina better light..

To amufe and inftrué is no eafy
tafk ; yet you have performed it,
difficult as it is, with great fuccels;
‘your Mufeum will be an everlafting

: pyramid

DEDICATION, Vil
pyramid to your honour ; and your
name will be refpe@able with all rea]

connoiffeurs, to the remoteft period
of time.

Flattery I defpile, as- much as I
know a man of your underftanding
muft ; Ionly beg the ho; e

; y beg the honour of your

acceptance f thlf’ L(,. | et

D (0] tri 3 to p ra ¥

With car Y Lila f‘

W a JdOUI‘, a.ld bC}lC‘ t;l‘ 8 I am
: |

SIR,
Your profound admirer,
and humble fervant
2

Y
X

‘he EDITOR;




. S the world is too apt to judge
from appearances,.and be pre-
judiced at firft fight, fo from the
title of a book they generally judge
of its contents ; and as their tafte for
knowledge is applaud or condemn,

perhaps without examining the con-
tents, thofe of a more ferious caft will
give no countenance to this book,
merely from what they fancy it muft
contain, without taking the trouble
to read it ; to fuch prejudiced perfons
this

' are too fublime ™for

PRERACDSE ix

this preface perhaps may be of fer-
vice, to corret their opinions and
put them right in regard to its
merits. It does, by no means, re-
commend or encourage vice and
idlenefs ; its intention is, to amule
and inftru& as innocent diverfions ;
relieve, and give new vigour to the
mind ; they muft furely be allowable
by the moft rigid, unlefs their ideas
this lower
world. Befides, the knowledge
which this book conveys, will wipe
many  ill-grounded . notions which
ignorant people have imbibed. Some
imagine that many -deceptions can-
not be performed without the af-
fitance of the gentleman of the
cloven foot, long fince diftinguifhed
by the appcllation of Old Nick, from

whence the original of this amufing
{cience,




PR.E FMC E.

‘cience gained the name of the
Black Art. Indeed, fome ages back,
when learning was confined to a few,.
felf-interefted and defigning perfons
pretended to enchantment, and to
hold intelligence with fupernatural.
beings, and by their fkill in che-

miftry and mathematics, fo worked
upon the fenfes, that many were.

brought to believe in conjuration,

Every thing in this book has its

rife in-nature,. confequently is by no.

means criminal, therefore may be
recommended, rather than be ex.
ploded. Befides, it may be a guide.
to the artlefs not to be practifed on.
by thofe who are capable of thefe:
deceptions ; for, knowing how they
may be done, they will not be. liable:
% be impofed on. To performs

flight:

PREF¥ A CE. xi

light of hand well, is a very difficult
tatk, and what, tho ugh many pretend
to, few are excellent in; it requires

| a good prefence, a quick eye, a nim-
! ble hand, and no {mall thare of vo-

lubility ; for not a little depends on
amufing the attention with fome
ftrange ftory or hard words while
the tricks are performing ; therefore
any one with a little pra&ice, may,
in a fhort time, amufe himfelf and
friends by thofe agreeable, harmlefs,
and fanciful diverfions.

This book will give you a fhort
and entertaining account of the

planets, with their fuppofed influ-
-ence on the world, with their names

as’ diftinguithed by aftronomers in
the celeftial globe. The other parts
will afford fufficient matter for mirth
: : and




Xii PR E'F A C E, &c.
and fpeculation, fo that the whole

will form a complete companion for
a leifure hour ; and, I doubt not, will
be acceptable both in town and couns

try.

BRESL AW s

B R B S Lo s
LAST LEGAGY, &c.

Car &P

The A1r BALLOON defcribed, and bhow
to make one, as hbas lately been done

in France and England.

HE A1r Barroon, which has

beenately fo much the topic
of converfation, and fo much afto-
nifhed the gaping multitude, has no-
thing fo very wonderful in it: the
idea of it at firft, was, no doubt, taken
from children blowing bladders with
foap-fuds ‘and a tobacco-pipe ; thefe
bubbles will afcend till fome rade
touch breaks their texture. The Air

Balloon is little more ; the compofi-
B tion
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tion of which is thus made, accord-
ing to the fize you intend your Bal-
loon to be: take taffity, and few it
into the. form intended, leaving a
tmall orifice for the ‘admiffion of the
inflammable air; the taffity and all
the feams muft be ftrongly gummed
feveral times over, to keep it from ad-
mitting the common air, or letting
its contents evaporate ; when this ma-
chine is made, you muft fill it with
inflammable air, which is made as
follows,

To make Inflammable Air.

‘TAKE a glafs bottle or veflel,
-T.vhatcver fize you may want, put into
it a quantity of oil of vitriol, with
dome iron filings or old nails ; then
pour on it fome clear water, and it
}vill foon begin to ferment ; and will,
if not prevented by ﬁopping it clofe,
afcend in fmoke to a great 'height.-—-
To convey this air into the Balleon,
may be done with a glafs tube or
-crane, which muft be well fecured at
«ach end, and as the fermentation en-

creafes,

i 15 )

creafes, the Balloon will fAll; and
when you have got a fufficiency of the
air, you muft draw the neck tight
with a ftring fixed on purpofe: be-
fore you begin to infert the inflam-
mable air, make the part again fecure
with gum, or fome other glutinous
compofition ; and after all, you may
gild it if you pleafe. This, when
unconfined, ‘will float in the air for
a long time, and continually do fo un-
til the inflammable air finds a vent,
when it will gradually defcend :- this
invention is very curious, but of no
fingular utility further than to amufe;
for if one could be made large enough
to build a room in, none, furely, in
their fenfes, would think of venturing
up with it for the fake of obfervations.
The Air Balloon, lately exhibited by
Mr. Baginni, went to a furprifing
height, to the aftonifhment of fome
thoufand fpectators ; but they may be
made as {mall as you pleafe, and will
float about in a room, and ferve as a

pleafant amufement.
Being now on the fubjec of Air
Balloons, it may not be deemed much
B 2 out




(15 )
out of the road to goa little further,
and give fome account of the ftars
in this chapter, as they are defcribed
by the learned aftronomers; and as
they are in general made ufe of by
thofe who fet up to tell fortunes, as
it is commonly believed that the pla-
nets have fome influence over human
bodies, it is neceflary to thew what
their afcendancies are over them, ac-
cording to what planet ruled at their
birth : in order to this, I fhall firt
Place the names of the T'welve Signs
in the Zodiac, viz,
One — Aries
Two — Taurus
Three s Gemini
Four —_ Cancer
Five — Leo
Six i Virgo
Seven —_— Libra
Eiphe e Scorpio
Nine — Sagittarius
Ten e Capricorn
Eleven —— Aquarius
Twelve Psfees
Thefe figns are reprefented in the
celeftial globe by the followin gfigures:
Aries,

)

Aries, The Ram
Taurus, The Bull
Gemini, The Twins
Cancer, The Crab
Leo, The Lion
Virgo, The Virgin
Libra, The Scales
Scorpio, The Scorpion
Sagrttariys, The Archer
Capricorn, The Sea Goat
Aguarius, The Water Pat
Pijces, The Fifher

Thefe figns are placed round the
Zodiac in form of a girdle; but I
will defcribe more fully the order in
which they ftand, and how they fol-
low each other.,

The Ram, the Bull,: the Heay’'nly Twins, .
And nex the Crab and Lion fhines’;

The Virgin, and the Scales,
The Scorpion; Archer, and Sea Goatjy
The Man thatholds the Water Port,

And Fifh with glitt’ring Tails.

Having thus given a defcription of

the figns, I fhall mention the planets
; c - Blg. which




{ 28]
which govern the feven days of the
week.
Fieft, The Sun
Second, The Moon
Third, Mars
Fourth, Mercury
Fifth, Fupiter
Sixth, Venus
Seventh, Saturn

The planets govern as follows :

The Sun, Sunday
The Moon, Monday
Mars, Tuefday
Mercury, Wednefday
Fupiter, Thur{day
Venus, Friday
Saturn, Saturday

Thefe govern the days, and the figns
govern the months.

Aries, March
Taurus, April
Gemini, May
Cancer, . June
Leo, July
Virgo, Auguft

Lfé?‘thl

w

Libra,
Scorpio,
Sagittarius,
Capricorn,
Aquarius,
Pifces,

September
O&oberhli
November
December
January
February

And now it will not be amifs to
give fome account of the nature and
difpofition of fuch perfons who are
born under the above figns.

Thofe who: are born under Aiies,
that is in March, will be very acive,
and of a ftrong memory; fond of go-
ing up hills, and high places ; wan-
tonly inclined, and very merry, and
not a little addicted to paffion; if
born of a Tuefday, will be great
fighters, as that day is governed by
Mars.

Thofe who are born under Taurus,
that is in April, will be ftrong in the
head; - have commonly thick necks
and broad: fhoulders ; are great eaters ;
are liable to’ receive hurts in their
heads and legs, and are feldom long
lived.

Thofe
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Thofe born under Gemini, that
is May, are moftly flender and delicate,
fubject to ficknefs, are of a mild difpo-
fition, and capable of true love and
fincere friendfhip ; but feldom live to
be old : if born of a Sunday it pro-
mifes they will be rich.

Thofe who are born under Cazn-
cer, that is June, are inclined to be
fhort and corpulent, have a jumping
gait when they walk, and are fond of
the water, are {ubject to eruptions and
chronic diforders; are generally very
vicious in love.

Thofe born under Leo, that is July,
will be bold and enterprizing; likely
to receive honours; are of a noble and
generous difpofition; have a great
{hare of underftanding, and are parti-
cularly happy in their friends.

Thofe who are born under Firgo,
that is Auguft, are of a {ly and artful
difpofition; have little fhare of fenfe
or addrefs, and generally live fingle.

Thofe who are born under Scorpio,
that is October, are fpiteful and paf-
fionate, have good fenfe, but are de-

ceitful in friendthip; are much given
to

{2 £)
to women, but are feldom happy in
their conne&ions; are like to have
many children; impofe on others;
and often get impofed on themfelves;
and very impatient under affliction.

Thofe" who are born under Sagitza-
rius, thatis November, will be meek,
wife and difcreet; rather grave than
gay, fond of retirement ; and fincere in
love and friendfhip; often marry very
young, have but few children; meet
with many croffes in life ; but com-
monly end their days in happinefs.

Thofe born under Capricorn,.
that is December, will be great tra-
vellers, and go by fea to diftant
countries, be fubject to many dangers,
but will furmount them, and become
wealthy and eminent.

‘Thofe born under Aguarius, that
is January, are ufually of a {weet and
affable temper, and will be happy in
great pofleflions ; are kind to their
friends ; good-natured, agreeable,
handfome, and very liberal in their
favours: bleft in their loves, have
many children, and live to a great age.

Thofe
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Thofe under Pifces, that is Febru-
ary, will get wealth by trade, and
merchandize abroad; are fubjeét to
cold diforders, and are of a phlegmatic
conftitution; live happy in the mar-
ried ftate, and have many children,
generally fons, who fucceed to their
father’s wealth and pofleflions.

Thus much for prognoftication of
the figns and planets; by which any
one may guefs at the difpofitions and
tempers they pay the court to, if they
can learn the month in which the
party was born; but as this book is

to confift of variety, I fhall fay no
more on this fubje@, but proceed to

other matters, curious and entertain-
ing.
(=]

CHA P. I

Many clever Tricks, and pleafant Fan-
cies, in the Art of Legerdemain.

o caufe Mirth, and make Sport with
Ruick-filver.

"H\HIS volatile mineral will afford

many curious experiments,
none of which are more pleafing than
the following: boil an egg, and while
it is hot make a {mall hole at oneend,
¢hen put in a little quick-filver, feal
up the hole with {caling-wax, and
then leave it on a table, or any where
elfe, it will not ceale to fly about
while there is any warmth in it, or
till it is ‘broke all to pieces.

Another




Another Trick with Quick-filver.

AN old woman on a Sunday was
making dumplings, when two of her
grandfons came to fee her, and being
merrily inclined, while her back was
turned, conveyed fome quick-filver
into the dough, and then took their
ieave: The old woman left the
cooking te the care of her grand-
daughter, and went herfelf to church,
charging her to be careful, and {kim
the pot, in which was to be boiled
the dumplings and a leg of mutton;
the girl was very careful to watch
when the pot boiled, when taking off
thc’ cover, out jumped a dumpling,
which fhe inftantly: put in aﬂaig
V{hen out flew another, and angthcl"
after that, which {o terrified the girl,
that the ran with all fpeed to the
church: the old woman feeing her
come in, held up her hand, thook her
head, winked at ‘her, as much as to
fay, begone ; at laft the girl cried out,
before all the congregation, < All

¢ your

( 25 )

¢ your nodding and winking does not
“ {ignify, for the leg of mutton has
s beat the dumplings out of the
«¢ pot.” This caufed much laugh-
ing; and her two grandfons, being
then on their knees, faw plinly the
pleafing effect of their experiment :
but to play tricks with quick-filver
thould be done with great care, as it
is very dangerous.

To make a Six-pence feem o jfall
through @ Table.

TO perform this trick yon muft
have a handkerchief with a counter,
the fame fize as a fix-pence, fewed in
one corner of it; take your handker-
chief out of your pocket, and afk one
of the company to lend you fix-pence,
which you muft feem carefully to
wrap up in the midft of the handker=
chief ; but, at the fame time, keep
the fix-pence in the palm of your
hand, and in its ftead, wrap the cor-~
aer that is fewed into the middle of

the handkerchief, and bid them feel,
& and
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and they will believe the fix-pence is
there which they had lent you ; then
lay it under a hat upon the table, take
a glafs or tea-cup in - that hand the
fix-pence is in, and hold under the
table ; and, to carry on the dcccption,
knock upon the table three times,
ﬁmkmg ufe t;-f fuch words as ¢« Vad,

come quickly, Prefto ;” at the
1’31mc time, lctting the fix-pence drop
from your hand into the glafs ; taking
up the handkerchief and fhaking it
take care to hold it by the corner thé
counter is.in: this trick, however

ealy to perform, feems ftrange, if done
without bungling.

The Vifible I vifible.

: VIARIOUTS are the tricks and fan-
cies to amufe and furprife made ufe
of by the nimble-fingered gentry
who exhibit for a livelihood, and fmiyri
a cc:vn;forta-ble {ubfittance from t%cir
Baping audiences.

And their wonder encreafes as their .

fenfes are imvofed ]
les are impofod upon: in fadt,
they

(27 )

they themfelves (though they do not

‘know: it) affift the deceit; for, being

more attentive to the trick than to the
performer of it, they cannot fee or
comprehend how it is done; when,
were they acquainted with the man-
ner, alittle practice would make them
capable of doing the fame.

But as the world will be amufed
by fome means or other, according to
their  different difpofitions, fo thofe
who practice thefe diverfions are
in the right to vary their fcenes as
much as poffible, and as often as pof-
fible introduce fomething new. No-
velty has a charm the moft attractive
imaginable ; yet they fhould be care-
ful, in thefe attempts, not to promife
too- much, and well confider what
they have to offer will bear the teft
of {crutiny, le® they become the {coff
and ridicule of their auditors, inftead
of their admiration.

A certain gentleman, well known
for his talents in the deceptive arts, a,
few years back, brought- together a
great number of genteel people at the
Lebeck’s Head, in the Strand.

C 2 His
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His bills fet forth a wonderful new

‘difcovery, which was to furprize and

aftonifth all the beholders ; and he
called it the Vifible Invifible: his
apparatus was a large looking-glafs,
on which was difplayed a variety of
devices, and fome very pretty verfes,
defcriptive and applicable to his de-
fign : this was handed round the com-
pany, who having read it very plainly,
he took his handkerchief and wiped
it all out, and the glafs appeared
without the leaft mark whatever ; but
an his defiring any one to breath upon
it, the writing and charalters became
as vifible as ever.

This was really aftonithing to many
prefent 5 but fome gentlemen, being
well acquainted with the manner it
was done, and knowing it was too
trifling to pay half-a-crown for fo
fimple a thing, declared againft the
impofition, and undeceived the audi-
ence, by fhewing the deception was
nothing more than French chalk;
this fet the whole place in an uproar,
and vengeance was declared againft the
performer, who, with the utmoft

pre=

i~

| 1%
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precipitation, was endeavouring to
make his efcape out of the window to
avoid their fury; but being prevented,
he was brought back to the audience,
where, having afked pardon on his
knees, and returning the money, he
afterwards told them, and told them
truly, if he had got off with the mo-
ney, he thould have been invifible ;
but, as it was, he was wifble ; after
breaking his glafs, he was fuftered to
depart.

The French chalk is a compound
of a grealy but extraordinary nature,
and has been often made ufe of to
draw portraits upon looking-glaffes,
when the picture may be vifible or in-
vifible, as the pofleflor thinks proper,
only by breathing or wiping of it,
and it will continue fo for many
months.

Mr. Conjurer declared he gave five
guineas for the fecret, and it muft be
confefled he bought the bargain.
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To faften @ Ring or @ Six-pence at the
End of a Piece of common Thread,
and-after burning the Thread, to
leave the Ring hanging at the End

of the Thread.

. 'THERE are many ways to deccive
the eye, which are not eafily com~
prehended ; and, till they come to be
explained, cannot be accounted for.
More deceptions are ‘performed at

fuch a diftance from the audience, as
they cannot (however quick-fighted)
penetrate into the myftery ; and when
they are brought fo near as to be exa~
mined, even by the touch, and yet
to remain in the dark, the wonder
becomes greater. The trick I am
going to relate, is one of the laft

mentioned fort, and puzzled many of

the moft learned in thofe matters for
feveral years.

A Palatine girl ufed tomake a com-
fortable livelihood, and even fupported

her parents, by going from public-
houfe

€8x 5y
houfe to i)ublic~houfc, and exhibiting
the following device :

She tied a ring or fix-pence to the
end of a piece of thread, which was
fufpended from a pin, placed for that
purpofe, and let ‘any one fet fire to
the thread, which, to all appearances,
was burnt to afhes, and yet the ring
remained hanging to the end of it.
This was eagerly fought after by all
the great mafters in the legerdemain
art, but without fuccefs ; the moment
they made the experiment, and ‘the
thread was burnt, the ring fell to the
ground ; they were confounded ; and
the more they tried the more they
were at a lofs,

Many offered to purchafe the fecret
from the girl, but fhe remained in-~
flexible: fhe rightly confidered that.a.
trifling fum for the prefent would de-
prive her of her future livelihood ;
but fate, at laft, contrived againft her
fortane. She was taken ill, and being
deftitute of even the common necefia-
ries of life, was prevailed upon to
communicate the whole of her art to
the celebrated Mt. fonas, who gene-

roufly
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roufly rewarded her with half a gui-
nea.

This trick, which really is fur-
prifing, is done: by the moft fimple
means imaginable; all the art lies in
preparing the thread, which is done
as follows : fhe ufed to foak the thread
in falt and water for fome time, and
then dry it before the fire ; the faline
particles adhering tothe thread, though
imperceptible, immediately = caught
the flame of the candle, and burnt
like fo much tow, yet, though it
feemed to burn, it really preferved the
body of the thread, which remained
firm and undiminifthed ; yet when you
touched it, it became pulverifed, and
erumbled to afhes: thus from the
moft fimple things, the moft aftonifh-
ing performances are made. It is
left to thofe moft converfant in chy-
miftry, to inveftigate the nature of
falt, and thew why it fhould a& in
fuch a manner as before defcribed.
Perhaps, if the curious were to fearch
with care, many more extraordinary
experiments might be made, not only
to amufe the fight, but to inftruct and

im-

= r fpag )
improve the mind, and become an
univer{al benefit to the world in ge-
neral.

The learned little Swan, one of Mr.
BresLaw’s Grand Deceptions.

DECEPTIONS in the mathema-
tics are generally the moft furprifing,
and ftrike the fancy in an aftonithing
manner ; thefe, though moft of them
are commonly known, never fail to
fecure applaufe.

Mr. Breflaw has been uncommonly
fuccefsful in this way, whether he
gained his knowledge by dint of ap-
plication, and ftudy, an acquaintance
with f{cience, or whether he has col-
le@ted them from different mafters in
the fame art, is not for me to deter-
mine; it is fufficient to fay, that his.
fkill has met with reward, as well as
praife.—Not that {fuch things are of
any real fervice to the community, or

vare to be recommended as neceflary
qualifications to complete an educa-
tion, yet there can be no manner of

harm:




harm in being acquainted with thens.
Real fcience lift its eye to nobler per-
{uits, yet it may not be amifs -to re-
lax fometime with curious trifles.
This fancy I am going to relate, is one

of the principal of the kind.—A large .

marble or china bowl is painted with-
infide the rim, with the letters con-
tained in the Alphabet.—A {mall ar-
tificial {wan is fet to {wim in the cen-
tre of the water it contains — the
preformer bids any one call for a let-
ter, — upon naming the letter, the
{wan quits its ftation in the middle,
and goes direcly to the letter menti-
oned ;—or; if it is defired, will pick
out the whole of what compofes your
name.—This, no doubt, is looked
upon ' with aftonithment! to think
that a thing inannimate, made of a
bit of painted cork, fhould be capable
of fuch things.

But this amazement will vanifh,
when it is known, that a {mall fteal 6r
iron pin is fixed within fide the fwan,
and that the performer has a magnet
in his pocket, by which means, as he
moves round the table, it attra@s the

; {wan
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fwan to every létter where it is
wanted to. ftop at, till it forms the
nanie of whatever is required.

The nature of the magnet being
known, ‘many curious expc‘;'imt‘nt?s
have been made with it, a knife or any
other piece of iron touched with the

load-ftone, will bring up nails: or

needles out of a pail -of  water, or by
rubbing round the out fide on the bot-
tom of a pewter plate, will ‘caufe
needles, or any thing of iron or {teel,
thing to dance, and move about juftas

you dire& it on the out-fide.—Thig
performer, fecureas he thought him-
felf in this device, was a little non-
pPluthed one evening in the Hay-
market.—The late Sir Franeis Blake
Delaval, going. to fee his exhibition,
took a magnet. in his pocket, and
facing Mr, Breflaw on the oppofite
fide the table, the fivan between the
two attractive inftriments became
fixed in the middle ; the artift per-
cc‘it’eing he  could not perform  ag
ufual, exclaimed there was fbmcbody
in the room was in the fecret, and

who




who counteracted his intention. Sir
Francis {miled, fhewed his magnet,
and the trick becmae no longer won-
derful, and the audience were no
longer amazed at his abilities ; {o that
he was obliged to feck for frefh mat-
ter to fupply the place of his little
fygnet.

Strange {tories. are related of the
virtues and powers of the load- {tone,
one of which I fhall relate for its fin-
gularity. 5 :

A gentleman travelling in formgn
parts, happened to be benighted, far
from any place of accommodation ; to
avoid the drearinefs of the night, ina
ftrange place, he thoughtit advifeable
to feck for fome fhelter, and having
difcovered a cave, he difmounted his
hotfe, whom he faftened by the bridle
on the outfide of the cave, and then
went in and laid himfelf down in his
‘cloaths, and being much fatigued fell
faft a-fleep, nor did he awake till the
day-light appeared, when to his great
aftonifhment he found himfelf fuf-
pended by the heels from the, roof 101"

the
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the cave. He made many efforts to
free himfelf from fo difagreeable a
fituation, when at length he fhuffled
his legs out of his boots, and came
to the ground almoft ftunned with
the fall ; when looking up, he per-
ceived the caufe of this difafter was
owing to the cave being formed out
of a rock of loadftone, and he having
fteel fpurs on, was attrated up in the
manner related ; fome fay the boots are
hanging there yet ; others ferioufly re-
late, that the coffin of Mahomet, which
is iron, is fufpended in the temple of
Mecca between two loadftones, and
feems to hang only in air, which the
bigotted muflelmen Jook upon as a
miracle.

Ty take a Bird out of a Cage, and
make it appear as dead, or to roll
it about as you pleafe.

THOSE of moderate underftand-
ings are eafieft to be deceived, as the
great Lord Chefterfield obferves in his
letters to his fon, ¢ mankind are ea-

D ¢ fier
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¢¢ fier deceived than undeceived :”" and
if it was not fo, half the jugglers would
want employment, and the multitude
would not croud fo often to fee their
wonders ! wonders! and wonders ! as
performed, and puffed away by that
great philofopher Katterfelto, and his
black cat, and others of the fame
clafs ; but as thofe who have money,
are willing to accommodate thofe who
have none, others have art enough
to conjure it out of their pockets ; the
world will be always fupplied with
fome of both forts, and it is no mat-
ter how, fo that money does but cir-
culate; and tricks of the moft fimple
kind will often. attra@ the notice of
the croud, who throw away their fix-
pences, fhillings, and half-crowns, for
the benefit of thofe who want.

This trick is one of that fort which
wants no great {ill in performing, yet
has gained no little thare of applaufe
both in town and country. G

‘Take any bird out of a cage, and
lay it on the table, then take a {mall
feather, and wave over its eyes, and it
will immediately 2ppear as dead, but

by
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by taking the feather away it will re=
vive again; let it lay hold of the ftem
part of the feather with' its feet, and
it will twift and turn about like a par-
rot; you may likewife roll it about
en the table juft as you pleafe: that
the feather is the caufe of all “this
ftrange appearance is without doubt,
but why it thould be fo, is a fecret
which will not be difcovered till we
can underftand the bird language,
which has been loft ever fince Adam
was expelled the garden of Eden.
To-fay more on thefe fubjets would:
be unneceflary, and only tire the
reader’s patience ; thefe {pecimens will
be fufficient to inftru& him, that all
performances of this kind are inven-
tions carried on by flight and decep-
tion ; that the exhibitors are no more
conjurers than other folks, only thro’
practice ; and thatany one might foon
be capable of the fame, would they
beftow their time and attention on
things of fo little value,

D2
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Containing a Variety af. other ci-
vious Tricks and Fancies, by cal-
culation, and other Means.

How, on delfvering @ Ring to a
Number of Perfons, to find whick
Perfon hbas got it, awhich Hand it
is “on, which Finger, and which
Foint. :

HOUGH witcheraft, witches,
and wizards, and thofe taw-
ney fibyls, or gipfey gangs, are
lefs numerous than in former days,

and almoft totally exploded by a

late act of parliament; yet there are

a great-many of the fenfible part of

the world, that firmly hold the doc-

trine of magic, and think that_an

old woman, with a leather-looking

afpe@, thin jaws, and a quantity of

hair upon her chin, can mountTa

broom-ftick, and fly to fweep the

* cobwebs off the moon; or, that
others can creep in at a key-hole, and

carry a cheft of drawers out the famg

way,

( )

way, or transform themfelves into a
Black cat, a crooked horned cow, a
dark lanthern, or a crooked fix-pence,
to fuch as will not be undeceived by
the light of reafon, I fthall give full
liberty to remain in the darknefs of
ignorance.— The following contri-
vance, will by many be looked on no
doubt as not to be done, but by the
afliftance of magic art; that is, to
give a ring among a number of peo-
ple, without knowing to which, and
yet to tell which perfon has got the
ring, on which hand, finger, and
joint. The company muft fit down
on a row, then beginning 3t one end
of the company, call one of them
the firft, another the fecond, -and
next the third; and {o on ; alfo call
the right hand the firft, the Icft hand
the fecond, and fo forth, and fo of the
joints of each finger; tHen deliver the
ring, and leave them to conceal it
among themfelves.

Then, to find which has the ring,
tipon which hand, which finger, and
which joint, bid them double the
firft man’s number, and add to it five,

D 3 and
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and multiply the fum by five, and to
the product add ten; and the next
man’s number thought upon ; then
let them multiply the fum by ten,
and add to the product the next man’s
number, and fo proceed ; then en-
quire the laft fum, and if there were
but two numbers thought upon, {ub-
tract threc hundredand fifty therefrom
if four, three thoufand five hundred,
&c. for the numbers reprefenting the
perfon, the hand, the finger, and the
joint, may be taken for four numbers
thought upon.
Ex A vpiE.

Suppofe the fourth perfon has the
ring on -his left hand, and on the
third joint of that finger, bid th‘el‘:l
double the number of the perfon,
it makes _ 8
'T'o which add five it makes 13
This multiplied by five makes 65
To which add ten it makes e
And two added for the left hand 77
Which multiplied by ten makes 770
To which adding five; for the

fingers makes 775
This multiplied by ten makes 7750
To

e )

To which three added for the
joints makes 7759

Fo which caufe them to add
fourteen (or any number
you pleafe zo comcsal it)
makes

From which fubtra&

And there remains

Which fhews that the fourth per-
fon has the ring upon the fecond
hand, the fourth finger, and the third
joint.

Note, that 3500 is the number al-
ways to be fubtracted, only you mult

" add thereto, as much as you caufe to

be added to the laft fum, which
were ‘fourteen.

Thus this mighty magical affair is
determined by figures and calculation ;
yet it muft be owned, that {uch fub-
je&ts are of ufe, to exercife the me-
mory, and make you perfeét in one of
the moft ufeful branches of know-
ledge, asit is of the moft diftinguifhed
fervice in all profeflions; the mer-
chant, the tradefman, and the mecha-
nic. How




How to rub out Twenty Chalks af
five Times, rubbing out every Time
an odd one.

TRICKS of this kind are more ge-
nerally the diverfion-of low mechanics,
who, having ftudied what is trifling,
more than what is ufeful, fancy them-
felves conjurers, and not a little proud,
often affront and infult thofe of {upe-
rior knowledge, always ready to lay
wagers, when in their cups, offer five
to one, ten to one, or any odds that
comes uppermoft, that none can do the
like but themfelves; yet fometimes
thefe cunning men find themfelves at
a lofs, when they meet with a perfon
who is equally knowing, who makes
their pockets pay for their boafting.
From thefe fort of wagers, arife quar-

rels, for if one is not equal to another.

in point of calculation, he thinks he
may in point of manhood; a chal-
lenge is given and accepted, and the
combatants, fierce as bull-dogs, begin
throwing their athletic arms at each

other,

(Cathe)
other, the ftones are ramm’d deeper
with their falls, the noify attendants
make confufion, athamed with their
vociferous clamouring. ¢« Well ftruck
¢ Dick, that was a nice one Tom, at
¢ him again, under his ribs, darken
his day-lights, mind your points,
find out his bread-bafket, tip him
Slack’s favourite, give him a crofs-
buttock, and come Ben-bofle over
his jaw-bone. Huzza, huzza,
huzza?” then the valliant heroes,
encouraged by their friends the rabble;
bruife one another’s fleth, and at laft,
the victor perhaps gains for his tri-
umph, a black eye, bloody nofe, and
diflocated jaw; and all his comfort is,,
that his antagonift has the fame fort of
honour doubled. After all this, a few
tankards of porter make them friends ;
but their wives and families are the
greateft {ufferers, that are at home
pining in rags and want, while their
hufbands are lofing their time and
abufing themfelves.
The following trick is one of thofe
moft in pratice among them.
To do this trick you muft make
twenty
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twenty chalks or long ftrokes upon a
boeard, as in the margin:

Then begin and count back-  1—
wards as 20, 19, 18, 17, rub  2—
out thefe four, then proceed 3—
faying 16,15, 14, 13, rubout  4—
thefe four, and begin again, 12, 56—
115 10, 9, and rub out thefe, 6—

and proceed again 8,7, 6, 5, 77—

3

and rub out thefe; and laftly § e
fay, 4, 3 2, 13 when thefe four  g—
are rubbed out; the whole 10—
twenty are rubbed out at five 11~
times, and every time an odd 12—
one, that is, the 17th, 13th 13—
the gth, sth and 1ft. 14—

This isatrick which, if unce 15—
feen, may be eafily retained; 16—
and the only puzzle at firft, is 17—
it not occuring immediately 18—
to the mind, to begin to rub 19—
them out backwards, Itisas 20—

fimpleas any thing poffibly can be, and:

might do very well when people are
fociable and good-humoured together;
but when folks are fluthed with liquor,
and fraétious by nature, I advife all
thofe wholove peace and quietnefs, not

to-

; : (47 )
ito ‘be curious to know what they can-
not directly comprehend, as one v?ord
brings on another, and the confequen-
ces may be what js difplayed in the
preface to this trick,

A }i’;zﬁfz bolding Gold in one Hand and
Sibver 1 the other, 1o find which the
Gold 15 in and which the Silver.

TRICKS of this kind, thcugh very
fimple, are really amufing ; they are
pretty puzzlers to entertain the mind
and as fuch may be recommended tc:
young people who are inclined to be
merry without defign to offend.

That wit or ingenuity, which has

malice, or envy, for its oh'icc't, is a {pu-
: Fonrineg . and e a1 .

;L.O;IJS Olfspring, and mot the genuine
lelcendant of the {portive god, Mo-

mus,




T tell if a Perfon hbolds Gold in one
Hand and. Silver in the other, which
Hand the Gold #s in, and which the
Stlver s in.

BID him reckon four for the gold,
and three for the filver, or any. other
number, fo that one be odd, and the
other even ; then let him triple that
which is in the right hand, and dou-
ble that in the left, and let him add
thefe two produds together; then afk
him if it be evenor odd; for if it be
even, then the gold will be in theright
hand; but if odd, the gold is in the
left hand.

Such tricks as thefe are harmlefs,
and may be practifed, to pafs away
time on a tedious evening, without
theparties being the leaft culpable; for
which reafon it is recommended, to
the youthfuland innocent, as a pleafant
recreation.

To

To find the Number of Points caft on
Three Dice.

A’ quaker obferved to the great-
Feie, when he afked him for the
loan of a few thoufands, to prevent
his ‘bank from failing in- fuch a criti~
cal pcriod.—Thc quaker, with an
archriefs peculiar te his brethren,
replied, ¢¢ Friend, I have heard
«¢ ‘that many a man may be ruined by
<t two dice, butI am determined that
«¢ Fourdice thall never ruin me.”

Dice are the more immediate com-
panions of {harpers, and gamblers,
who, from a long acquaintance with
them, know toa certainty what points
they can throw. -

To find the number of points caft
on three dice ; let any one caft three
dice ; then bid him add together the
points which are uppermott ; then
(et one of ‘the dice aiide; and to the
former, add the points at the bottom
of the other two dice; then bid
him throw thefe two dice, and mark

E how
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how many points appear at the top,
which add to the former fum, then
let him fet one of thofe dice afide,
and mark the points which are under
the other dice, and add it to the for-
mer {um 3 laftly, let him throw that
other dice, and whatever appears on
the top of it, add to the former fum,
and let the dice remain.—This done,
come to the table, and note what
points appear upon . the three dice,
which add privately together, and add
to it twenty-one, and you will find
the fum to be cqual to the fum which
the parties privately had made of all
the other operations.

Thus by calculations many things,
almoft incredible to think, may be
done ; yet fuch alluring things are
dice, as well as cards, that their pa-
ture and ufe are dangerous to explain
t0 young minds; but as this may be
of fervice to thofe who would be
competent in all the branches of arith-
metic, itcan be of no hurt.

To find the Points caff upon Two Dics.

AS T have given one {pecimen in
regard to dice, another will not be
thought too much, efpecially as the
remarks made on the good and bad
ufe of them, may be a warning not to
eonvert a fimple paftime intoa vicious
erime ; for certain, it is more a crime
than folly, for any perfon to ftake
his fortune, or eftate, upon the chance
of what may be uppermoft on the
face of two or three pieces of fpotted
ivory ; but as admonition is vain, to
thofe who will not hear, and of no
ufe to thofe who cannot underftand,
any thing farther on that head would
be ufelefs ; therefore {hall proceed to
the fecond fubject.

To find the points caft upon two
dice : firft, let any one caft both the
dice, and then mark how many points
appear at the. top, then let him take
up one of them, no matter which,
and fee what number isat the bottom,
and add altogether ; then let him caft

E 2 the
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the dice again, and add the points caft,
to the former {um : let the dice ftand,
bring feven with you, and then add
the points which appear at the top of
the dice, and you will find {fo many
were caft in the whole.

Simple as this appears to be, there
are many not able to comprehend it;
and, therefore, I advife them not to
meddle with dice at all; as every one's
head is not alike for arithmetical cal-
culations; it requires a ftrong memo-
ry ; whereas, in works of fancy, the
ideas are continually fluctuating, and
Mr. Pope, fays,

“ Where beams of warm imagination piay,
* The memory’s {oft faculty melts away,”

Tomake a Perfon tired, or fweat, af
carrying a finall Stick out of '@ Room.

MOST amufements become more
agreeable as they appear more infigni-
ficant at the firft, and become more
laughable in the end ; give a ftick into
the hands of any perfon, fuppofe not

thicker

o5k

thicker than a pea in circumference,
or three inches in length, and tell him
you will lay any wager,, that he fhall
not carry it out of the room a foot
from the door without fweating, be-
ing tired, or complaining that-his back
aches ; this the perfon (not knowing:
your intention) no doubt will laugh
at, and readily accept the bet: as foon
as you have made the ftake fire, take
a. knife, and cut off a little bit, fo
{mall you can hardly fee it,. and bid
him carry that-at firft, and. then give
him another ; and if hethinks proper
to abide by the wager, you may, by
this means, make him go fome thou-
fands of times; but {ooner than pro-
ceed' to' the end of the experiment,
it is a thoufand to-one but he owns
he has loft’; for it might be fo ma-
naged, by the fmallnefs of the pieces
cut, the little ftick might find him
employment for.a fortnight.

E3 A Trick




£ 54 )

A Trick with a Gock.

Birds, and animals, it is very well
known, are poffefled of wonderful
faculties ; and may be taught to per-
form wonderful things ; this is evi-
dent from recent circumftances : Mr.
Pinchbeck’s learned dog and bird, are
fufficient proofs to eftablifh this be-
yond all other arguments.

" Among the many things pra&tifed
on, and with the feathered race, this
of the cock is not the leaft particular.

Take a cock from rooft at night,
or off its walk by day, and bring him
into a room full of company, keep
both your hands clofe to his wings,
and hold them tight; put him ona
table, and point his beak down as
{trait as poflible, and then let any one
draw a line, with a piece of chalk,
dire@ly from its beak, and all the noife
you can poflibly make, with drums,
trumpets, or even ‘the crowing of
other cocks, will not difturb him
from the feeming lethargy whfch

tnat

(o355 1)

that pofition. you have laid him in,
with the chalk’d line, has effeGted.

Strange as this is, yet the certainty
of it is paft a doubt, as many gentle~
men, who have ere this, fported fome
hundreds, on the royal turf, aflure the
author they have tried the experi-
ment, and declare it to be a fact.

A droll Trick played with a Fowl..

- A perfon who was rather put to it
for money, fet his wits to work, how
to obtain a little of that neceffary
commaodity ; he canvafied over a num-
berof things in his mind, and at laft
hit upon the following expedient.

He had got a young cock, which
he had brought up to do almoft what-

.ever he pleafed (that is, as far as the

nature of the bird would allow); it
would lay down as dead, with its head
tuck’d under its wing, and lie in that
: 2

H}E{I’fl;’?e!’ 2131 1(1“1‘5__3;_‘?.5}’ llf:, j'h:’_)’.fg'l'l‘l: pl‘cp-::r.

T'his eock he firipp’d all the feathers
from, as they do geele in Lincolnthire,
and fet the eryer to work, informing

1
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the gentlemen, ftudents, &c. (for it
was at Cambridge) that at fuch an
Hour in the evening he would exhi-
bit'a roafted fowl, which, as foon as
attempted to be cut up, fhould rife
out of the dith, and fly away with
the fork ftuck in it.

Half a crown was the’ price for
fecing this greatcuriofity; and to make
it appear as mot'a- mere takc_m, no
money was to be. received till after
the performance.

Bills in'writing were likewife dif-
tributed; and not-a few attended at the
inn; the {cholars laughed in- their
fleeves; they had heard: and feen the
Jonas’s,. the: Comas’s, the Breflaw’s,
and the Katterfelto’s; but this trick
promifed to furpafs them all.

Meantime a fowl‘was laid down to
the fire, and the cook' brought into’
the confederacy; a large bafon of egg
fauce was made,. and left to cool, the
cloth was laid, and the guefts defired
to walk in; the needy contriver of
the {cheme: was-as bufy as- could be,
entertaining® the company with a

multitude of extraordinary ftories’

tQ
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to divert their attention, while he
carried on the deception : at laft the
fowl was done, feveral were prefent
at its being taken off the {pit, and then
haftened into the parlour; mean time

.another difh was ready clofe to the

door, with thelive fowl ftripp'd of its
feathers in it, and covered over with
the cold egg fauce.

As foon as this was fet upon the
table (for the change was managed
fo cleanly, that no perfon perceived
it) one of the ftudents ftuck in his
fork, with a degree of vehemence,
that made the fowl quit its fupine-.
nefs; ran from the dith, and flutter=
ing its wings, befpattered the coms-
pany all over with egg fauce; and

actually made off with the fork, to the

no {mall:furprize and mirth of the
beholdérs.

The man having thus fulfilled his
promife, began to colle& the half
crowns, which tumbled in pretty
plentifully; the real roafted fowl was
ferved in with other provifions ; and
after fupper, the evening was con-
¢luded with the utmoft harmony, and

much
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much to the fatisfaction of ti}c wl’ag-'i.
who was the contriver, and who filled.
his pockets by the experiment.

To make an Egg fland an end on a Ta-
ble or on @ Looking-glafs.

- divert with propriety, is no
eaf}yrgfk, it s not I1J‘m‘ﬁcir:nt:- that_a
perfon knews a trick, al}d ean do it,
but it requires a certain. :{ddrefs, 1:1
eafy manner in the performing of i,
which renders it doubly pleafing.

To make an egg ftand an end on:
any polithed. {urface, feems very ex-
traordinary, yet it is to be done, even
on-a looking glafs ; now from t}}e form
of an egpg nothing is more liable to
roll, and. nothing more fo thanon a
looking-glafs ;, to accomplifh this
trick, let the: performer take an egg
in his hand, and while he keeps .talk--
ing,. and ftaring in.the face of his au-
dience, give it two or three hearty
thakes,whichwill break theyolk,which
will fink to one end, and cor}fequcntly
make it. more heavy, by which, when

1
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it is fettled, you may make it, with a
fteady hand,  ftand upon  the glafs,
which would be impoflible while it
continued in its priftine ftate,

To put a Candle undor Water, a-light,
without its going out.

AS much has been faid about the
diving bell, this fimple ‘trick may
ferve, in fome degree, to elucidate
that contrivance ; as it is certainly
done on the fame principle.

Take a glafs, and faﬂe.ning a {mall
bit of wood acrofs the mouth, ftick
thereon a bit of candle lighted, and,
with a fteady hand, bring the glafs
to the furfacé of the water, then puth
it -carefully down, and you may fee
the candle burn under the water, and
may bring it up again a-light ; and
the fame manner you may put a hand-
cerchief rolled tight together, and it
will not be wet.

- The principal art in doing this
trick, confilts in the nicety of bring-
ing the mouth of the glafs exactly

even
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: with the furface of the water;
g?-lif you put it the Teaft on one ixdet
the wet will get in, and confequently
will put the eandle out, or wet the
handkerchief ; fo that a nice eye and
fteady hand, are abfolutely ncceﬁ”v.ry.
to this performance.

Various Performances and 'Deceptions
with Cards.

CARDS are capable of affording 2
deal of entertainment, = befides t_hc
different games which are played with
them; and indeed it muft be_nckuow-
ledged, the tricks played with them
are more innocent than any thing elfe
they are ufed for.

How many lovely ladies loofe theic

complexions at the midnight card-
table, ‘befides the eagernefs of gaming,
fluries the fpirits, affects the paflions,
and often diforders the whole frame,
to the great injury of health; for
though people may be regardlefs of
their wealth, and care not what they
lotfe, yet a certain folicitude prevails

with

foabs
with every one who plays, and few
there are who make it fimply an
amufement ; therefore cards are no
farther recommended than merely to
create innocent mirth, which the fol-

lowing tricks will not a little accele-
rate.

For a Perfon to chufe a Card, you ot
Juppofed o know what it is, and
then for the Perfon to bold the
Cards between his Einger and
Themb, to firike them all out of bis
Hand but the wery Card be had
taken.,

THIS is called the Nerve Trick ;
it is thus performed : ‘having previ-
oufly Jooked at a card, bid the perfon
draw one, taking care to fhove thit
to which you know; when he has
looked at it, let’ him put it at the
bottom 5 let him fhufle the cards,
then you look at them again, and
finding the Card, place it at the bot-
tom ; then cut them in half; ¢ive the
party that part which contains his

F chofen
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<hofen card at the bottom, fo lock
between his finger and thumb juft at
the corner ; bid him pinch them as
tight as he can ; then ftriking them
pretty fharp, they will all fall fo the
oround but the bottom one, which
is the card he had chofen.

This is a very curious trick, and
if cleanly done, 1s redlly aftonithing ;
but may be accounted for from the
nature of the nerves, which are more
retentive when any thing 15 attempted
to be taken by force or {urprize.

Ty tell what Card o Perfon thinks

upon,- though you are not in the.
? (i}

Room, or which Card be bas touched,
or waved bis Hand over.

TO do this trick you muft lay a
wager that you will tell-the card the
perfon has .touched, though you do
not fee it: let feveral cards be laid
out on the table, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,.6, or
any number, then turn your back, or
leave the room while the perfon makes
choice ; on your return you muft en-

: quire
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e what he will Lay, h-.n'h‘-._-;:; youg
eye upon the cards laid out; if he
ays he will lay fix to one, or ten to

2, you muft take the highet num-~

, as that will, in all probability,
be the card he had fixed on ; this you
muft {eem to paufe about counting
the cards as tlicy lay, and choofing
the fartheft offi

To tel] what Card you think on in the
whole Pack.

THIS trick, like the former, de-
pends not a little on chance, as it is
all guefs, and yet it very feldom fails..

When a perfon has thought upon
a card, you muft fay, let me [ee, your
fuit is diamonds ; perhaps the other
will reply, no, no, it was hearts
right, you muft fay, and here it is
fhewing the ace ; and if he fays the
18 not it, pretend you was miftak
and produce. the king ; for it is com-
mon for thofe who think on a card
to fix on an ace, or the next high
card ; and this has been pra@ifed

E 2 with
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with .good fuccefs by many of our
modern performers.

wver out Four Aces, and to
convert them to f"ofsa ~Knaves.

THIS trick is one among ll]C many

i : manner,

11 21 be detedt Li’" and the

J\*th.ndu will be liable to be laughed
at.

To do this, make a pack of eight
cards, viz. four aces and four knaves,
and lut them be laid in this order ; an
ace and a knave, and fo alternately
through all the eight cards; then
Imnﬂu, them, {o as lwws at thc fe-
cend "'u'f-ﬂng, orat leaft when you
have done thuffling them, one of the
aces may bethen CEJ’&II 10ft card ; then
ufe fome words or device, and mem o
}-'1‘11" ‘]""d with the. cards to the edge
of the table, let out privately a DlLC’

}1“ fecond card, which 1s one of
knaves ; then {lu‘“'i')"f to
lers I.)_:_,-' L.‘-"‘ 1ether card, “which is
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one of the aces; be fure to cover the
piece of the knave with your m, :
then draw out the fame knave, Ia ying
it downon the table ; then 1huf‘1 the
cards as before, and }ou will have two
aces at bottom ; therefore take off the
uppermoft card, and thruft it into the
middle of the pack; do the fame
with your nethermoft card, which is
one of the aces, then you may fhew
another ace as before ; and inftead of
that lay down another knave ; proceed
in the fame method till m“tmn of the
four aces you'have laid down the four
kndves:

‘The beholuu";, all the whilethink-
ing that-there lay fouraces on the
table, are greatly deceived when they
are turned up, and will wonder at the:
transformation.

To tell what Card a Perfon pitches on,
without feeing the Card till you find:
it in the Pack.

THE many different tricks which
may be done with cards, muft have
F 3 been:
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been invented by various perfons, at
difierent periods, as it cannot be
fuppofed that one perfon was, the in-
ventor of all of them ; this trick ig
done in the following manner : as
vou hold the cards in your hand, let
;1:13,-' 1e take a card out of the pack,
and lock at it then take the card
from them with youreyes fhut, and
put. it at the bottom of the pack ;
then fhuflle the cards till you know
it is come to the bottom again ; then
putting the cards behind you, make
as though you fhuffled them behind
you, but let your fhuffling be only
this ; take off | the uppermott card,
and put it at the bottom, reckon
that two ; then take off another card,
and . reckon that three; then take
off ag many as you pleafe from the
top, and put them at the bottom,
counting to yourfelf how-many youn
take off ; then bring the cards forth,
and hold them with their faces to-
wards you ; take them off one by one,
privately counting the number, and
imell to them, as though you found
it out by your nofe, till you corne to

the
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the right card ; then produce it, fay-
ing, thisis it ; and they will wonder
how you found it out.

A little practice wi'l ferve to perfect
any perfon-in this trick, and indeed
moft of them depend on praitice, as
well as all other manual operations.

Ta call for any Card in the Pack.

THIS trick requires very little
practice, or indeed underftanding,
to perform, and is done in the follow-
ing manner.

Having privately feen a card, put
it at the bottom of the pack, then
thuffle the cards till it comes to the
bottom again, then put the cards be=
hind you ; and fay here I call for,
naming the bottom card, which you
have feen ; and as you hold them be-
hind you, turn the top card with its
face upwards, then hold forth the
cards, and asyou hold them you may
fee what the next cardis; then put
the cards behind you again, and take
the top card, and put it at-the bottom,

with
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with its face downwards, and turn
the next card with its face upwards,
and whilft you are doing this, fay,
here I call for; naming the card you
faw laft; then hold forth- the cards
again, fhewing the bottom ' ‘card,

which will be that you call for ;. then.

put the cards behind you again, and
proceed in the fame manner as you
did before ;. you may by this method
go through them all, and call for all
the cards in the pack, to the admira-
tion of the beholders, who will be
furprifed how you. could find them
out when you hiold them belfind you.

Shuffling of Cards fo as to always
keep one certain Card at the Bottom,

A Perfon with a hard hand and
ftiff joints fhould never think of play-
ing ‘deception with the cards, as
clumfy fingers will not do ; in thew-
ing of tricks with cards, the princi-
pal point confifts in fhufling them
nimbly, and yet keeping one certain

card, either in the bottom or fome:

known
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known place of the pack, four or five
cards from the bottom ; for by this,
you may feem to work wonders ; fince
it is ealy for you to fee, or take no=
tice of a card ; which though you
are perceived to do, it will not be
{ufpected if you thuffle them well to-
gether, afterwards, by the method
here to be tanght, which is this : in
thuffling let the bottom card be al-
ways kept alittle before, or, which is
beft, a little behind all the reft of the
cards ; put it a little beyond the reft
before, right over your fore finger,
or elfe, which is the beft, a little be-
hind the reft, fo as the little finger of
the left hand may flip up, -and meet
with it at the firft ; fhuffle as thick as
you can, and at laft, throw upon
the board the bottom card, with as
many more as you would preferve for
any purpofe, a little before or a little
behind the reft ; and be fure to let
your fore finger, if the pack be laid be-
fore, or your little finger, if the pack
be laid behind, always creep up to
meet with the bottom card, and when
vou feel it, you may there hold it

till
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till you have thuffled over again,which
being done, the card which was firft
at the bottom, will come there again;

thus you may thuffle them before their"

faces, and yet leave your noted card
at the bottom ; you muft tryto be
very perfect in this method of fhuf-
fling ; and having once attained it
you may do almoft what you' pleafe ;
for whatever pack you make; though
“it is ten, twelve, or twenty cards,
you may ftill keep it next the bottom,
and yet thuffle them: often, to pleafe
the curious.
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Containing Geographical Paradoxes.

HERE is nothing more enter-
taining or. diverting than pa-
radoxes, and the following geographi-
cal ones muft furely be acceptablé to
tie readers. ’

ParAapox I.

There is a certain place of the
earth, in a confiderable northern lati-
tude, where, though the days and
nights, even when fhorteft, do con-
fft of feveral hours, yet in that place
it is noon-day every half hour.

Solution to the above: under the
North Pole, where the fun, when
vifible, is always feen due fouth ; and
coniequenitly it is not only noon every
half hour, but every minute.

ParRabox II
There is anoted place on the earth,
where the fun. and the moon, even
when




when at full, may both happen to

rife at the fame time ; and upon the
fame point of the compafs.

Solution. Under the North Pole,
the fun and the full moon, both de-
creafing in fouth declination, may
rife in the equinoxial points at the
fame time; and under the North
Pole, there is no other point of com-
pafs but fouth.

ParAaDpox III

There is two remarkable places on

the globe of the earth, in which
there is only one day, and one night,
_throughout the whole year.

Solution, Thefe  places are the
two poles.

Earanox IV

There isa certain ifland in the Le-
vant, upon which, if two children
born at the fame time and living toge-
ther for feveral years, thould both die
at the fame-time, yet the life of the
one would furpafs that of the other
by feveral months. ;

Solution.

Nn 79 .72

{73 ) ;
Solution. If one of the perfons
travel eaft, and the other wefl, round
the globe, which may be done 'ina
year, there ‘will be two days differ-
ence in their account of time; and if
this travelling be.continued for forty
years, there will be eighty days dif-
ference in ‘their reckonings; and fo
many days older will he be that tra-
velled eaftward than he that travelled
weftward.
PiA RASD pax + Vs
Some perfons talking of the vari-
ety of bufinefs they had feen one man
do, in a fhort time, was interrupted
by a perfon, who faid, he had feen a
man who in one artificial day, could
do as much bufinefs as a hundred
fuch men as he they had been talk-
ing of. - :
Solution. In one of the long days,
between the fun-rifing and fetting, in
the frigid zone, as’ the days there are

half a year long.

PAarRabozx VI
A very great traveller afferted, that
he had {feen Whit-funday f2ll on the
G longeft
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longeft day, on the thorteft day, and

oa the day when the days and nights

wer€ equal.

Solution. In the year 1739, the
fun entered the fign Cancer, onW hit-
funday, being the longeft 'day .in
north latitude, the fhorteft in fouth
latitude, and under the €quator equal
day and night. Now the traveller
croffing theline on that day, fees every
article afferted.

PArRADOZX VII,

There is a certain place in - the
ifland of Great Britain, where the
{tars are always vifible at any time of
the day, if the horizon be not over-
calt.

Solution. In a deep well, or a
coal pit, the furrounding light, which
the atmofphere {preads in the open
air, is removed from the fight, ‘fo
that if the fhaft of the well, or pit,
be ftraight, thofe ftars near the ze-
dith will be readily feen.

Paravox VIHIL
There is a certain city “in the
fouthern
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fouthern part of China, whofe i
bitants (both male and femule)
walking or ftanding, do obferve muc
the fame pofture as the Europeans,
and yet ‘they frequently appear to
fir: as if they ftood or walked
on their heads.

Solution. ~People on each fide of
a canal, or river of water, fee the
images of one another in the water,
with the head downwards, and {o are
the people of China feen in their ri-
vers, by the Europeans from ' their

fhips.

B-ar-aporx X
There is a ceraain city, whof¢
buildings being generally of firm
ftone, are for the moft part.of a pro-
digious height,and exceedingly ftrong,
and yet it is moft certain, that the
walls of not one houfe in the wl
city. are parallel to one another,
verpendicutar to the plane on whiclx
the middle of the houfe ftands.

Solution, All walls are endeavour-
ed to be built perpendicular to the le-
vel of the fpot they ftand upon; in

Ge a line




(70 )

a line dire¢ted towards the center
of the earth: confequently two
{uch walls are not equal or parallel;

seometry fhews, that no other

“drawn 'pcrpcndicu!;w to a tan-
gent, befide that at the point of
contradt, is direGted towards the cen-
ter.

ParADOX X.

There is a remarkable river, on
the continent of Europe, over which

there is a bridge, of fuch a breadth,

that above three thoufand men may
pafs along abreaft, and that without
crowding one another in the leaft,
Solution. There are rivers which,
in fome part of their courfe, run
under ground for a confiderable way,
of two, or three miles, which is
breadth fufficient for three thoufand
men to walk a-breaft of one another;
allowing there were more_than three
feet {pace for each man to walk on.
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Dreams and their Interpretations, the
Belief in Dreams ¢ftablifbed from
Holy Writ, &c.

FROM the earlieft accounts of
paft. ages,. mention is made of
dreams, and they were looked upon
as divine informations,” figns, and
warnings, not a few of thefe: are
mentioned in holy writ.

The infpired writers have thougl
proper to difplay their confeq 2
by various ways; the dream of that
heathen tyrant Nebuchadnezzar, was
interpreted by Daniel, and according
to that interpretation was fulfilled.

The dream of Pharaoch was not
lefs remarkable, and the interpre-
tation of Jofeph was likewife ac-
complifthed.

Befides, there are many other in-
ftances in ancient record, which
plainly evinces, that dreams convey
a kind of fore knowledge of what
will come to pafs fome time ot other;
and as there s hardly a perfon but

G 3 feels-




{3 )

fecls, at fome period, this ftrange
phantacy of the night; a collection
of i:zt-;rprciations may not be dif-
agrecable.

" Two circumftances I fhall men-
tion, the.one of them is as follows.
A labouring man in the country
dreamed, that if he came to London,
and fat vpon a particular part of
London bridge, he fhould hear of
{omething which would . entirely
banifh his poverty, and fix him above
labour and want for the remainder
part of his life ; this dream- he had
tucceflively for feveral nights to-
gether, which made fo ftrong an
impreflion on his mind, that he de-
termined to go directly to London,
and take his flation on the bridge, as
he was dire&ed in his vifion.

This he aGually did, and fat from"

morning, to night, for {everal days
together. When a perfon taking
notice of him, as he paffed along,
took the liberty to feat himfelf. by

his fide; and alk the reafon of his

continually keeping that {‘%eztiorf,
when the countryman told him his
k dream ;
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dream ; a parcel of nonfenfe, replied
the man; ‘¢ why I dreamed laft night,
¢ that clofe to a great tree in a
“¢ field, in fuch a part of the country,
¢¢ that there was a great deal of
< money buried; but I fhould be
¢ a very great fool was I to go above
¢¢. 2 hundred miles on account of
¢ fucha dream.”

¢ True, faid the couhtryman,”

and I think I will wait nolonger.”

By what the gentleman faid, and
the defcription he gave of the place,
he was convinced it was clofe to his
own cottage ; and on his return, on
digging near to the fuppofed tree,
abfolutely difcovered a vaft treafure ;
which made him and his family
happy for ever after.

Another is, that two men tra-
velling together, they were overtaken
by a terrible ftorm of thunder, and
lightning, with violent rain, fo that
they thought it beft to take fhelter
at a public houfe, and go no farther
that night; having fupped, and re-
tired to bed, no fooner was one of
them afleep than he  dreamed his

houfe
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houafe was on fire, and his wife and
family in great danger ; . troubled at
his dream, he awaked, and commu-
nicated it to his companion, who bid
him not mind it, and try to fleep
again ;. which he did, and had the
fame dream again; and fo a third
time, when he determined to get up
and go home with all {peed, which
he did with bhis companion ; when
coming to the houfe, e found the
door open, and on entering, two
villains were forceing into_his wife’s
chamber, with a dark lanthern, and
a piftol,- which they by good fortune
fecured ; fo that by this dream, he
faved his property, and very likely
the life of his wife; therefore dreams
are not to be difregarded.

If a young woman dreams the 1s
walking in pleafant groves, or gar~
dens, the may be certain of marrying
the man fhe loves ; but if fhe dreams
the trees-and flowers are covered -with
fnow, fthe will be croffed in love.

If a young man, or woman, dreams
of bad fruit, it is a fign their {wect-
hearts are falle hearted.

To

Nn QN 91

f 8c ]

To dream of running ftreams of
water, denotes.you will fhed many
tears.

For a maid to dream a young
man gives her a glafs of clear water
to drink, fhews “the will have an
offer of being well married ; and it
is the fame, if a young man dreams.
of it. :

To dream you fee clear water run-
ning by your bed fide, depotes you
will gain fome benefit from a re=
lation or - friend.

To dream a raven lights upon
your head, it is a fign of death to
the dreamer.

To dream you hear a magpye chat-
ter, denotes quarrels and debates.

To dream of a parrot, is a fign
fome goflip will bely you.

To dream of the winds blowing,
and fhifting about, thews you will
often change your mind.

To dream of failing in a boat, on
a clear river, isa fign of love.

For a man to dream he falls into
the water, of fome great torrent,
is a fign he will fall in love with

a mars
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a married woman, which will oc-
cafion him much uneafinefs.

For & maid to dream a young
man puts a gold ring on her fin-
ger, is a fure fign of - marriage;
and the fame if he ties on her gar-
ter.

To dream the air is ferene, and
{ky blue, but afterwards to be over
clouded, and the. winds boifterous,
denotes you will be happy when
you are firft married ; but after
.through poverty and quarreling,
you will lead a very unhappy life.
_ To dream you fee an eagle take
its flight, it is’ a fign of profperity
and- advancement.. e !

To dream you are in prefence of

a lion ; itisa fign of honour; and
if it Faun‘s upon you, it betokens you
will be in favour with fome great
perfonage.

~ Todream you fee a lamb killed,
is.a fign of grief.

To dream you fee a couple of milk
white doves or pidgeons, come to
your chamber window, is a fign of
{peedy marriage..

: To
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To dream you fee a bear, fignifies
a powerful and dangerous ecemy.

To dream of am ape, or monkey,
fhews you will receive fome injury
from a cunning mifchievous perfon.

If you dream ycu are writing a
letter, and that you write a very fine
hand, is not good; but if you dream
you blot, or tear your paper, you will
have {uccefs.

If a married woman dreams fhe
heard the cuckoo fing, fignifies fome
man will endeavour to feduce her
from her hufband.

To dream you fee your face in a
glafs, betokens love.

For a perfon to dream they fee

their own back, denotes poverty.

If you -dream your fhoes and
ftockings are worn out, and your
feet are dirty, it isa fign of ficknefs.

If one dreams of feeing a great deal
of milk, it fheweth plenty, as it does
likewife to dream -of corm,

If a young man dreams he rides on
a white horfe, {which is his own) he
will very foon be narried to.a
beautiful young lady, and if a young

woman
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woman dreams it, the will fpeedily
have a handfome rich hufband.

To dream you have white gloves
on your hands, denotes much honour.

To dream it rains, denotes getting
of riches.

If any one dreams they are cloathed
in rich filks and lace, it betokens
advancement.

To dream you pick your ears, is
a fign you will hear fome news.

To dream you fee a hen and chick-
ens, is a fign you will have many
children, and have a deal of care
upon you to bring them up.

If any one dreams they have got a
hamper of eggs, it fignifies profit
and gain; but if they are broken, it
is a fign of lofs in trade.

To dream your teeth drop out,
fheweth the death of relations ; and
if you dream one of your teeth is
longer and more troublefome than
the reft, it denotes ftrife and conten-
tion among your neareft kin.

If a man dreams he has loft his left
eye, he will lofe his wife; and if

the
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the woman dreams fhe has loft her
right eye, the will lofe her hufband.

If a perfon dreams their mouth is
grown wider and bigger than com-
mon, it is a fure fign they will grow
rich, and keep a great houfe.

To dream a lighted candle ftands
in your chamber, or a clear fire is
burning, is a fign of great love and
defire; and if you dream you fee any
part of the houfe on fire, with a great
{moke and crackling, it denotes an-
ger, or hafty news.

For one to dream they are dead
and buried, denotes great riches, and
the more earth was thrown on you,
the more money you will get.

To dream a bird flies into your
hands, is a fign of a prefent:

If any one dreams of finding gold,
they may be fure of mecting with'a
difappointment.

To dream a dog follows you, be-
tokens a true friend. !

To dream you run, fignifies dif-
grace; and if a fick perfon dreams
he runs, it is a fign of death,

H To
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To dream your {weetheart fhews
you fine pictures, thews he is de-
ceitful.,

To dream you drink hot liquor
with any one, fignifies wrangling.

To dream you are drunk, denotes
ficknefs.

To dream you have a fine frefh co-
lour, is a fign of health and content-
ment; and to dream you are pale and
thin, denotes grief and affliction.

To dream your toes and fingers are
ftrong, betokens may friends to help
you.

To dream the fun is eclipfed, you
will fall from high fortune.

“To fee the moonat the full, thews
you will have a handfome daughter.

If any one dreams he goes a fithing,
it is afign of undergoing much la-
bour and toil in his bufinefs ; but te
dream one makes youa prefent of fith,
is very good.

To dream you find a parcel of nuts,
dhews you will by fome means get a

great deal of money.

great
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To dream you hear the ringing of
bells, denotes joy.

To dream of mufic and finging,
fignifies grief, efpecially if you dream
you fing well.

Fo dream you hear drums beat;, is
a fign you will be alarmed at fome~
thing.

To dream you fee people a cooking,
and preparing for a feaft, is a fign
there is a match making up for you,
by your friends.

To dream of a heated oven, or of
hot bread, denotes you will change
your place. :

To dream of fhaking hands with
any one, is a fign of friendfhip.

If any one dreams he talks with an
enemy, he muft take care of him.

For one woman to dream fhe fa-
lutes another, is-a fign of deceit.

If one dreams of eating ripe oran=
ges, itisa fign-of wounds and bruifes.

To dream of eating ripe cherries,
thews the party is in love, and is be-
loved again.

To dream of feeing a rainbow, fig~
nifies your love will change.. 1)
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If a young woman dreams of feeing
faded rofes, fthe ftands a chance to
. die an old maid,

To  dream of gathering flowers,
denotes a fhort lived happinefs.

To hear birds fing, denotes plea-
fure.

To tafte fweet things, fignifies flat
tery.

. To dream of a great ftorm of hail,
fignifies hindrance and obftruétion in
your affairs.

To dream you fee a horfe or hare
run {wift, denotes expedition in bu-
finefs.

If a woman dreams fhe fees a naked
man, it thews great dread and fear,

To dream of being ftung by a
walp, fignifies fome fpiteful perfon
will hurt your character. g

To dream of a {wallow, or any bird
of paffage, fignifies voyages by fea..

To dream you -hear a nightingale
fing, foretells melancholy.
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Electrioity. Strange Tricks performed
by Eleétricity.

MONG the wonderful difcove~

ries of human nature, there is
hardly any that rank higher than
cleGricity.

This phenomenon like many ‘others

was found out merely by accident;
yet has proved not only a fource for
various experiments, but 11'];cw1f€ exX=
tremely beneficial to mankind.
' The great Dr. Franklin has im-
proved more¢ in this branch of know-
ledge than any other perfon; he even
contrived to bring lightning from the
clouds by means of conductors ; thefe
conductors are of great ferviee, when
fixed to churches, and other public
edifices, to preferve them from_ the
dreadful effects of the rapidnefs of
elemental fire.

When ele@ricity is made ufe of
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phyfically it is of great utility, and
has been known to relieve, and fome-
times entirely cure various diforders ;
it1s extremely ferviceable in the rheu-
matiim, and other chronic diforders,

One circumftance I thall rention,
which I received from. a gentleman
who has been dead fome years, but
whofe charaGer as an artift, and an.
ingenious perfon, will be a long time
remembered. I mean Mr. Benjamin
Rackftrow, of Fleet fireet,

He told me, that having fome
company ong day, to fee his mufeum,.
and his electrical experiments, they
were rather fearful of undergoing the
thock ; when a perfon who was much
given to drink, being in the room,
and rather half-feas over, as the fay-
18, voluntarily offered to let the expe-
riment be tried on him 5 and he re-
ceived it pretty fmartly three- or four
times, and never thought any more
about it for the prefent; a fow days
afterwards, he had occafion to go to
Chichefter, in Suflex, and being ra-
ther low in circumftances, was oblie
ged to walk,

This ,

)

This man had been affliced for
many years with a rupture, which
was extremely troublefome, but on
this journey he had not the leaft fymp-~
toms of it ; on which he wrote 2 let-

“ter to Mr. Rackftrow, informing

him' of this agreeable circumflance;,
and imputing it entirely tohis receiv-
ing the {hocks from his ele@rical ap-
paratus ; the man lived to confirm
this by word of mouth; and what is
really extraordinary the rupture never
returned : this is fufficient toeftablith.
its phyfical confequence, yet it is of
farther fervice in palfies, and contrac-
tions; which is performed by {parks,
drawn by fri¢tion from the machine.
Its real ufe being thus eftablifhed,
I may now, without offending, be a
little merry with other circumftances,
which have and may happen -again,
by the means of electricity. :
Some ladies and gentlemen coming
to- Mr. Rackftrow’s, brought with
them a zegro fervant, who had not
been long in England; after they
had feen his natural and artificial
curiofities, they defired to fec fom;
o
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of his ele@rical experiments, and
gave him a hint to play a trick or two
with poor Mungo ; Mungo was not
a little furprifed at the thocks he re-
ceived, but could not guefs from
" whence they came; but when the
room was darkened, and fire was made:
to come out of his fingers ends, he
roared out like 2 mad bull, crying,
the devil, the devil ! and in endea~
vouring to getoutof the room, over-
fet the ikeleton of a Rbinoceros, rum
his head againft a cafe full of butter—
flies, and brokeall to pieces a fine bult
of the Marquis of Granby; and hay—
ing once more gained. day-light, made
a fudden fpring into the ftreer, and
sun immediately home, to the no {mall

diverfion of his mafter and family.
Mrs. Bulky being troubled with a.
tympany, was recommended to be
electrified ; the went to a profeflor
in that wayy” who atked her if fhe
could bear a pretty hard thock » O
yes, Sir, faid fhe, as hard as youw
pleafe, and as often as you pleafe, I
am very fond of being fhocked ; the
man, by this, fuppofed the had before
under=
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undergone the operation, and was not
fparing to give her, what fhe feemed
fo well to underftand; but alas! he
wound up his inftrument too high :
fo that he not only overfet his pa-
sient, but aGually conveyed her quite
over the way, and tumbled her into a
cellar, where they fold ox-cheek, and
peas-foup ; down went the fteaming-
pan full of favory broth; off flew
her monument of a cap into the
other boiling cauldron, which inftant-
ly made a bag to hold peas in.

The cook reddened like a heated
poker, the cuftomers rofe from theis
feats, 'and confufion took place i
this {ubturraneous abode.

All culanary bufinefs was at an end
for the prefent ; the eleftrical dotor
came running to the afliftance of his
patient ; but as foon as the caufe of
the difafter was explained, the occu-
pier of the place declared the da-
mages fhould be made good ; her pan:
of leg of beef was entirely loft; her
peas-foup. fpoiled by the powder and.
pomatum of the lady’s head-drefs ;
she doGtor was the caufe of all, and

he-
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he fhould ‘pay for all ; but he declar-
ed he would, fooner than pay a far-
thing, ele@rify the houfe till it fell
about their ears.

At laft the lady, however, having
adjufted herfelf in the beft manner the
eould, gave the good woman a crown,
and fo compromifed the matter ; how-
ever it cured her of her tympany, for
the never went to the doctor aftér-
wards.

Many are the tricks which are
played by the means of an ele@rifying
machine; a perfon in the city had
one in his fhop, which was not feen
by the paffers by; he hung at the
door an old ftilliard, which, from its
make, feemed to be- very ancient;
this attra@ed the nptice of many;
who no fooner went to examine it,
than they received the fhock; thofe
who knew what it was, only fmiled,
and went on ; but others ftared as

wild as a half-hanged cat, and could.

pot guefs from whence it came.

A drunken porter being called one-

day, and atked what he would have
to carry the ftilliard to a certain place,

weng
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syent to examine it, as he thought
it too trifling to carry alone, he no
{ooner touched it than he felt a blow;
and turning round, with an oath,
declared, if he knew who it was, he
would pay them well for their im--
pudence ; he then returned to {peak
about his jobb, and received another
fhock, and another after that, till ir-
ritated by the fuppofed affaults, given
by he could net tell who, he ftripped
in buff to fight all that came in his
way, till he got a mob of boys and
dogs at his heels, and was glad to
get away . at any rate. Such tricks
are not l'e(.‘OInII]CI]dCd as PI’OPCI' to bc
practifed, for they are really dange-.
rous ; a ftrange perfon might, on
finding the truth, break the windows,
or keep it in his mind, and do the
eleétrifying ‘gentleman an injury,
which might make him repent of his
eXPCl‘l['ﬂeFltS. a :

Small eleétrical machines are often
introduced in company, and create
not only mirth, but produce real ra-
tional amufement ; fuch can never be
difagrecable, but muft give fatisfac-
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tion to all who have any idea of phi-
lofophical knowledge, and wifh to
improve their minds by mathemati-
cal experiments ; to all fu_ch I may
fafely recommend the eleGtrical appa-
ratus, which will be both ufeful and

profitable.

How 1o terrify_fuch as are entirely un-
acquainted with the Nature of Pho/-
phorus.

PHOSPHORUS is a chemical
‘preparation from human excrement;
and is, in fa&, a perpetual fire ; its
ufes are many, and have been cxglam«
ed by moft of the greateft philofo~
phers ; it muft be continually kept
in water, or it will confume itfelf; it
is a very dear commodity, and there~
fore few can afford to play tricks with
it, yet they are to be done-ina very
terrifying manner.

If you would frighten a perfon
who is ignosant of the means you
make ufe of, take Phofphorus and

write upon a wall or fome place you
know
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know the party will pafs in the dark,
the words may be juft what you
pleafe, fo that it be applicable to the
perfon you intend to fright ; yet I
advife all profane words to be avoided,
though they have been commonly
made ufe of : you may likewife draw
ftrange pictures of dragons, or devils,
with words coming out of their
mouths, with phofphorus, which,
in the dark will appear all on fire, and
have a moft frightful appearance, and
ftrike wonder into the beholders ; yet
this is a dangerous fort of diverfion, as
weak minds may be terrified into fits,
or perhaps be deprived of their fenfes
for ever, as thinking it to be the
work of fome diabolical agent; yet I
have heard of a very piofane wretch,
who on feeing fomething of this kind,
refleting on his wickednefs, and not
knowing how it was done, became
very good, left off his former vicious
coutfe of life, and performed the du-
ties of a worthy member of fociety.
So far the trick was to be applauded,
yet the fuccefs of it cauld not be
known till it was tried.

I Phof.
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Phofphorus, though dangerous in
unfkilful hands, may be converted
to various ufeful purpofes; it may
ferve in the night, to procure on any
emergency a light, much {ooner
than with flint and fteel, as it will
fire a2 match immediately ; thefe,
and many other ufes, are what ren-
der it valuable, notwithftanding; as
a curiofity, it has hardly its equal.

Having gone through motft of {fuch
things which are efteemed rare, in
chemiftry, geography, anatomy, and
the mathematics, I fhall now pro-
ceed to other matters, perhaps not
fo curious, yetequally entertaining ;
which however muft ferve for a fe-
parate chapter, as it will be quite a
different matter from this,

C:H A P, Vil

The Art of Fortune-telling by Cards.

AKE a pack of cards, and mak-
ing yourfelf which queen you
pleafe, lay them outon a table, nine of
arow, and wherever you find yourfelf
placed, count nine cards every way, .
making yourfelf one, and then you
will fee what card you tell to, and
whatever that is, will happen to you.
If the two red tens are by you, it is
a fign of marriage, the ace of dia-
monds, isaring; the ace of hearts, is
your houfe, the ace of clubs is a let-
ter, the ace of f{pades is death, fpite
or quarrelling ; for that is the worft
card in the pack; the ten of diamonds
is a journey, the three of hearts is a
kifs, the three of {pades is tears, the
ten of fpades is ficknefs, the nine of
fpades a difappointment ;, the nine of
clubs a merry-making ; the nine of
hearts feafting, the ten of clubs going:
by water, the ten of hearts, fome
Iz place
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place of amufement, the five of hearts
a prefent, the five of clubs a bundle,
the fix of fpades a child, the feven of
fpades a removal, the threec of clubs
fighting ; the ecight of clubs con-
fufion ; the eight of {pades a road-
way; the four of clubs a ftrange bed;
the nine of diamonds bufinefs ; the
five of diamonds a fettlement;
the five of fpades a furprife; the two
red cights, new cloaths; the three
of diamonds fpeaking with a friend;
the four of fpades a fick bed ; the
feven of clubs a prifon; the two of
fpades a falfe friend ; the four of
hearts a marriage bed ; when feveral
diamonds come together; (it is a fign
of money ; feveral hearts, love; feveral
clubs, drink ; and feveral fpades, vex=
ation,

If a married woman lays the cards,
fhe muft make her hutband the king
of the fame {uit fhe is queen of ; but
if a fingle woman tries it, the may
make her {weetheart what king fhe
likes ; the knaves of the fame fuit are
the mens thoughts ; {0 that you may
know what they are thinking of, by

telling
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telling nine cards from where they:
are placed, making them one; and
if any-one chufes to try if fhe fhall
have her wifh, let her thufle the
cards well (as fhe muft likewife
when the tells her fortune) withing
all the time for fome one thing,
fhe muft then cut them once, and
minding what card fhe cats, thuffle
them again, and then deal them
out into three parcels, which done,
look ‘over every parcel, and if the
card you cut, comes next yourfelf, or
next the ace of hearts, you will have
your wifth ; but if the nine of fpades
is next, you will not, for that'is a
difappointmen ; however, you may!
try it three times.

This ‘method of telling fortunes,
is innocent, and much better than
for 2 young woman! to tell her fecrets
toa fortune-teller, who can informy
her no better, if fhe pays her afhile
ling for it
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Palmefiry difplayed, or the Art of tel-
ling Fortunes by Lines in the Hands,

F the lines which are in the mid-

dle of the hand, (which is called
the table lines) are broad, and fair,
without being broken, it is a fign
the party will lead a happy, comfort-
able life.

If the line from the wrilt goes
firaight up to the little finger, the
perfon will live to a great old age ;
but if the line is broken, they are in
danger of fudden death, for that is
¢alled the line of death ; ifthe line
of life, (which is that which runs
from the wrift, by the ball of the
thumb, and ends under ‘the fore fin-
ger is' clear, and without breaks, it
thews riches, profperity and old age;
round lines, like circles on the infide
of the tips of the fingers, promife
houfes, land, and inheritance. As
many lines or croffes, as a woman has
' in
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in her wrift, fo many children fhe
may expect to have.

If the middle or table lines, in the
hand, are very narrow, and con-
traced, it 'is a fign of poverty, and
great misfortunes in the world.

And if a crooked line runs through
the table line, it'is a fign of death
by accident, -or violence; but if it
runs ftrait, and even through, it isa
good fign.

When a perfon frowns, o many
wrinkles as they have between their
eyes on the top of the nofe, thews
as many hufbands and wifes.




Of Moles in every Pat of the Body,
and the Explanation of them.

MOLE on the forehead, if in
a woman, denotes barrennefs,
underftanding, and 2 good temper;
but indicates {ome part of her life
has been mif-fpent, and thrown away
on an effeminate and worthlefs be-
ing".
A mole on the nofe, fhews a man
is addicted to women.
A mole on the cheek, {hews the
party is much beloved.

A mole on thelip, thews a wo-

man will marry very young.

A mole on the chin denotes many
misfortunes.

A mole on the breaft, betokens a
woman to have a great many admi-
rers.

A mole under the ear, betokens
the party in danger of being hanged.

A mole in the neck, thews plenty.

A mole
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A mole on the throat, denotes a
good heart, a lovely perfon, f{weet
temper, and one’ who generally
{peaks truth.

A mole on the belly, the perfon
is in danger of being drowned.

A mole on the fide, betokens 2
drunken perfon.

A mole on the hip, thews ftrength.

A mole in the groin, fhews a wo-
man in danger by child-birth.

A mole on the leg, fhews a perfon
muft work hard for a living.

A mole on the right arm, fhews
getting money by induftry.

And a mole on the left, fignifies
riches by marriage.

A mole on the ancle, thews croffing
the fea.

A mole on the heel, thews travel-
ling by land.




CHAP. VIII.

Diverting Tricks, &c.

To make one tumble and tofs all Night,
and mot be able to fleep.

IF a fellow fervant is ill-natured,
and given to tell tales, and make
mifchief, make ufe of this trick ;
get fome roach allum, and pound
it very fmall, and fprinkle it in
his or her bed; or elfe a little cow
itch, or cut horfe-hair, they will
anfwer the fame purpofe, and it will
caufe the perfon to be fo reftlefs, they
will not be able to clofe theireyes.

A merry Trick to make Sport in
Company.

TAKE falt petre one ounce, cream
of tartar one ounce, {ulphur half an
ounce, beat them to powder fingly,
then mix them together, and put
the powder in a paper in your pocket;

you may then at any time you pleafe,

COf=
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convey a grain into a pipe of tohac-
co, and when it takes fire, it will
give the report of 2 mufket, but not
break the pipe; or you may put as
much as will lay upon your nail in
any place, upon little bits of paper,
and fetting fire to it, there will be
the report of fo many great guns,
but do no harm at all.

To make a Pea dance upon the End of
a Piece of Tobacco Pipe.

TAKE a piece of tobacco pipe and
break it off fquare at the end, and
with a nail work the hole a little
bigger, fo that it may be a little hol-
low that the pea may lie the fafter on ;
then lay the pea on it, holding it up-
right; hold your head a little back,
and fetting the other end of the pipe
to your mouth, blow gently, and the
pea will dance upon the end of the
pipe, leaping up to a confiderable
height, very pleafant to behold;
fometimes the pea will leap up three
or four inches: fome will wet the
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pea in their mouth before they lay it
on; but that does no good, for the
pea dances as well d1}*. All the 2

in this trick confifts in chufing a pcﬂ.
quite round, for that does better than
a flat one ; and to have the pipe broke
off as fquare at the end as poffible,
and the hole in it to be dire&ly in the
middle, and be made hollow ; and
when you have raifed the pea to a con-
fiderable height you muft not flack
your breath {uddenly ; for if you do,
the pea will fall down fo hard that it
will run away ; but you muft flack

your breath by degrees, till you have
let the pea fink down in the hole, and
then you may increafe your breath
again, and raife it up as before : this
trick is diverting, though fimple, and
when practifed a httlc, will ioon be
learned,

@H A F,
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" Gomical Steries, Puns, Fokes, and
Repartees.

Dumb beggar, travelling the
A country, with a long account
faftened to his breaft, fetting forth
that he had been taken by a Barbary
corfair, been a flave in the gallies;
and, laftly, had his tongue cut out in
Turkey ; from whence, at laft, with
much diﬁﬁculty he made his efcape
to Europe; and coming to England,
all his friends being dcud he had no
means to get a livelihood but the ge-

B
rous donanona of tender-hearted

Chriftians.

‘T'his mendicant ftopped about noon
at a fhoe-maker’s thop, the mafter of
which gave him a penny, and made
figns to him to come in and fit down,

(for he pretended to be deaf as well

as dumb) which he did; the mafter
then going into another room to din-
ner, left him in the fhop with the
apprentice, K As

p. 108-109
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As foon as the mafter’s back was
turned, Mr. Dummy got up, and
placing himfelf juft before the boy,
leaned out of the window to furvey
thofe who pafled by : the boy could
not fee to do his work he ftood {o in
his light ; to fpeak to him he knew
was vain, as he thought he could not
hear; however, imagining he had not

lIoft the fenfe of feeling, the boy -

ftooped down, and ran the awl into
his leg ; as foon as the dumb man felt
the fmart, he clapped his hand to the
wound, and began to fwear with a
moft audible voice.

The boy, hearing this, ran with
all fpeed to the other room, crying,
¢ Mafter, mafter, behold a miracle !
¢ T have done more than all the doc-
“¢ tors in the world could do; I have
*¢ fetched the man’s tongue out of
¢ Turkey, and put it in his head

g€ L: »
again.

The fhoemaker, who generoufly-

intended to have given him a dinner,
finding he was an impofter, changed
his mind, and well lathered his back
with ftirrup oil, with which he was
obliged to be contented. In

a1 )

In order that the following ftory
may be generally underftood, ‘it may
be neceflary to mention, that in Scotw
land, the church is called kirk.

According to the cuftom of their
kirk they have particular days, which
they term examining days, -(as they do
not make ufe of the word catechife)
this is for the edification of young
people, who go fome miles to kirk
on thofe days.

One day, when Moggy was mak-
ing black puddings, the was called on
by Peggy, who alked her if fhe would
gang to kirk ; .Troth, fays Moggy,
I canna, for Ife making of puddens ;
ne'er heed that, laffie, replied Peggy,
this is examining day, fae leave the
craming of the guts till -another day,
and come along.

Moggy was prevailed on to go ; but
as it was a good way, for fear fhe
thould famifh, fhe put one of the
puddings in her bofom : but to be as
concife as poffible ; the young people, »
were all ftanding on a row, in the aifle
of the kirk, when the parfon be-
gan his examination.

K 2 Parfin.
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Parfon. Moggy d'ye ken wha made
?

ye

Moggy. Troth, not I.

Parfon. Ah! fie Mogg, there is
von wie Collin (a little boy) will tell
me direétly ; wha made ye boy  God.

Parfon. There Moggy, are ye not
athamed of your fel. :

Moggy. Troth, not I, he was made
t’other day, and eafily remembers ; but
I hayve been made a great while, and
have forgot.

Perfon. Ah! Moggy, don ye ken
who brought you out of the land of
Egypt? ;

Moggy. Whoo't away, mon, who's
been telling you fic a paclg o’lies, I
ne'er was there in all my life time.

Parfon. Fie Moggy, do ye not ken
wha died for ye?

Moggy. Troth, not I, Wooly Wil-
fon, did fay he would tie the lovers
loop, I dinna ken he was fic a fou.

Parfon. Ah! Moggy, Moggy,
youw'll ne’er do any gued till you pull
that Jump of corruption out of your
bofom. .
Moggys

( ug )

Moggy, who till now had ot epce -
thought of the black pudding, fup-
ppﬁng the parfon meant that,t’i’mm%
diately pulled it out and fmacked itin
his face, faying, here, tack it, .and
the muckle dee’l do you gued on’t
but ’tis a hard cafe a poor girl cann:,l
have a pudding.in her bofom, but

every hungry parfon muft be wanting
of it.

ANOTHER.

A young Highlander juft arrived in
London, and making the beft of his
way to deliver his credentials to
]ﬂ]I‘(:l Boot, faw an old fow {fcrubbing
herfelf againft a poft, in great rage
drew his waniard, and run it into her
guts ; crying na national reflections,
ye deel’s own child,

As many things in this book have
bc_en introduced to amufe and enter-
tain, and fortune-telling, by various
ways, to divert the fair fex, more
Particularly, it is imagined, the fol-
lowing whimfical addrefs of Nancy
Hard to Pleafe will not be difagreea-

K ble
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ble to that part of the fex who are
fond of innocent variety.

Addrefs of Mifs Nancy Hard to Pleafe.

I do not like a manthat’s tall,

A man’s that's little, is worle than all ;
I much ablior a man that’s far,

A man that’s lean, is worfe than thar,
A young man is a conftant peft,

An old one wou’d my room infeft;
Nor do I like a man that’s fair,

A man that’s black, I cannot bear,

A man of fenfe, I con'd not rule,

And from my heart, I hate a fool ;

A fober man I will not take; ¥

A diunken man, my heart will break:
All thefe I do fincerely hate,

And yet I love the marriage fate.

In medio conciftit, virtus.

Trom the above recited little piece,
which abounds with wit, and de-
licate fentiment, an anfwer might be
expected ; therefore a gentleman of a
turn of mind, and happy talents, im-
mediately made the enfuing reply :

Thon lovely nymph, I doubt not of thy charms,
Read my defcription, come into my arms,

1 am not tall or low, or fat er lean,

Kind Providence has placed mejuft between

p. 114-115

{215°7)
Nor young, nor old 5 nor black my fkin, nor fair,
But ftill the middle of thefe afpedls bear, 3
No wife or foelith things in me are feen,
Bu't all my. il.&_lol'ls, ftili, are found berween =
Sailor nor foldier I, no blood I fpill,”
1 wear u.{wnrd, _l)nt fuch as cannot kill;
Nor drunk, nor fober, yet a jug and wife
Areall 1 afle, or covet in this life;
In fhort, there is no extremes to me belong,
But middle, middle, is my conftant fong.
Hence, charming maid, if middle be your plan,
Come forth, receive me, here you'll find your man.

R =P DL sEeS:
R i1pbpa.r 1

\WO fides I have, one tender
wing,
Some other trivial parts,
But neither face, or arms or neck,
Yet often conquer hearts.

For colour like the circling bow,
I any fort appear ;

And what in foreign climes is done
I can exhibit here,

Some=
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Sometimes the rifing {un T thow, °
That gilds the Eaftern hills,
The feedingflocks, the piping {wains,
The brooks and purling rills.

At others, reprefent the fea,
Where boifterous billows roll,
And often thew the cunning wag,

That pockets all the coal,

But you from each indecent fight,
Ye fair I can exclude, :
And bide thevirtuous glowing cheek,
Which founds create, too rude.

For this at firft I was defign’d,
But fo with me it fairs,

That now I’m oftner much employ’d
To grace coquetifh airs.

. The artful belle, to exprefs her fcorn,
Has readily the knack,
When powder’d fops would demme,
ey s
: To grace one with a crack.

Ri1p-

¢ rip.}
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I’M feen of different fhapes and form,
In froft and fnow I can you warm,
My colour is a glofly black,

I'm often carried in a fack.

Then ftraight to prifonIam fent,
When -feen through bars I give
content,
Then fongs of mirth and joy go
" round, 2
Without me no feaft can be found.

My goaler next to do his part,

Does fplitand crack metothe heart,
All this I bear without a groan,
When dead I’'monadunghill thrown.

K'Y por.e IIL

MY race of life is quickly run,

I feldom fee the rifing {un;

But while I live I give more light,
Than Luna’s beam that fhines fo

: bright.

I have
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I have no legs to walk or ftand,
Therefore am carried by command,
I'm tall and ftrait, and cloath’d in
white,
My chiefeft ufe is in the night.

Rippirgz IV,

I’m made of metal {mooth and round,
Thro’ me has happinefs been found.,
For joyand comfort I impart,

To females firuck with Cupid’s dart.

Many have pin’d for me in vain,

And {pent their dﬁys in tears and pain,
Though I in bondage do them tie,
Which never ends ¢l they do die.

Rippuig NG

. Thereisa thing been feen to fly,
Yet without wings, amazing high !
I_t has no body, life, or {oul,
thlittlciilhjc{t to controul ;

Of late, this made moft people ftare
To feeit Iwimming in the air

XT

( mg9 )
Yet if ’tis rightly underftood,
It neither can do harm or good ;
The French, theinvention of it claim,
Then, prythee, tell me what's jts
nane,

R 1o p¥*is VI
The learned world, ftill my afliftance
claim,
Yet I as oft dire& the lover’s flame,
The merchant finds me ufeful in hig
way, (play ;
And with the lawyer oft I come in
In good and bad, alike I am employ’d,
And feweftates without meareen oy’d;
Though from a fimple bird, at firft
I came, (their name,
"Tis I muft give the great and good

ExrPLAaNATION,
A Painted Fan,
A Coal.
3. A Candle.
4. A Wedding-ring.
5. An Air Balloon.
6. A Pen,




e
Sentiitpés and- Toafts.

)

MAY ir{fc)lencc travel the rodd to
ridiculé; and ignorance ' ftand. me-
lancholy ags,a mile ftone.

My the king #iever lofe his dig-
nity, nor the fusject his liberty,

May “the mran that deceives his
friend, be ever in the power of his
enemy. : X

May the man that ferves his friend,
‘never want a friend.

May ‘genius never want a patron,
not Honeity e friend.

. Epigram. .
As Chloewith affeéted a
Sat lolling in kot eafly chair,
An amoreiis wainwhoréund her flew
Perchedaon herlip, and fipt the dew,
She frowns, fhe fiets, he makes reply

With lové, I'burnyd rage, L die.

She {miles;  forgives, ‘he claps
wings; ST
But: foon fhe finds that walps have

¥ L
ftings.

P oboN
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