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FORLWORD .

"Patterettes" is not really a book of Patter.
Personally I do not believe in ready-uade Patter; which
is like ready-made clothing - rust be altered to suitthe
individual. "Patterettes" is rather a collection of
snappy little geags that may be added to your patter at
your discretion. I do not claim originality for what is
to follow: some are original but wmany are not. They are
taken from my "gag books" in which I have collected many
notes of little sayings, jokes, etc. which I have made
suitable for patter in connection with conjuring'and the
allied arts. :

I would also like to thank my good friends
Chris Ven Bern; Charles Dacre, and Lawrence Glen for the

valuable items they have sent me for this booklet.

Yours fraternally,

¥



CONCERNING PATTEIR.

Do not be ashamed to learn your patter "Parrot fashion'
as the saying is; few perforrers are gifted with
e ready flow of conversation and a genial wit,
but patter must not be laboriously delivered but
mist appear spontaneous. If you have the ground-
work of your patter thoroughly memorized your wmind
will be free to tako any opportunity to add
*local coloxr" that may arise.

Don't geg about Mothers-in~Law; the poor fellow in front
may have one; aend remember he ceme to forget his

trouvbles.

Avold saying "And now", "And here we have", etc.

Don't say "uy next swindle": swindlers are not nice people
to knovw.

Don't take the "offensive" in telking to your audience.
I remember hearing a well-known performer say to a
man in the stalls who was looking at his programme,
"Hope you have spotted a winner". The man promptly
replied, "Ne! I'm trying to spot a conjuroxr."

Don't say "my next experiment". It should be past the
experimental stege.

Don't say "this trick is awfully simple". It belittles
your endeavours and then it wey be simply awful.

Remember a Theatre or Concort hall is not the place to
indulge in politics.

Don't command eny one to come up and assist you - you
look foolish 1f they sit still.

Don't load your patter with French and Latin phrases;
beople are so well educated nowadays.

Don't talk your audience to death. They came to see
you perform.



The folloving "Patter-cttes" which apply to coin
tricks can be introducced into the patter as the performer
fancics; nany anply to such effects as the Miser's Drear,
others Till scrve to cover a sleight or help raise a laugh
during a aull rotent, Ior exaiple if you are using soy -
the "woncy Tray". Just before you pour the coins fron the
tray, you ruy say: "Perhaps you are wondering how I came

into possession of so :wmch roney; the fact is, I was a
cashior — at the Police Station — yes, couating the coppers".
As you say so you 'do the needful’. The rerark casuses o
tittor and cffectively covers any slight awkwardness of an
insuificiently rchearsed tiove,

"A Conjurer's cash is nearly always invisible."

"If any gentlenan begins to feel Ql%hOHLSt will he kindly
aslk his neighbour to hold hindown ™ - % “ s T TR

"The faster a mon is the more trouble he has to keep up vith
his expenses

"Iy Aunt refuses to give me any more money — of course, I can
always appeal to wy Uncle."

"It's a good thing to give credit vhere credit is due - but
it's better to be paid in cash."

"I caue across a coin dated 1933 — evidently someone forping
ahead,"

"Some people sing for umoney -~ others seem to do ‘it for spite."
"The best thing to feather & nest with is cash down."
"Conjurers are born not paid."

"I always admire a good loser - especially when I have won
his money".

"This paper money is very easy to handle — the most difficult
part is to get sufficient of it."
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"The man with money to burn usually meets his match."

"God help those vwho help themselves, especially when the
policewan gets them."

"It is easy to meke an Inglishman part with his money; but an
Aberdonian can always hold his own,"

"Lioney, they say, is filthy lucre - yet how many people wallow
in it."

"They say every conjurer has his price - yet some give themselves
away".

"They say dark haired men are the most successful gamblers,
but I thought it was only the light headed ones".

"I knew a man who was very generous with tips — on the racecourse.

"Pancy doing this in your sleep — wouldn't it be awful to
wake up."

"In Aberdeen I usudlly sell instructions for doing this trick."
(The iliser's dream). .

"I once gave an Aberdonian a sp601al lesson in this trick - he
died of exhaustion."™ (The Miser's Dream). .

"Aberdonians generally are a good race of people. They pray
on their knees on Sundays - and on weekdays they prey on their
neighbours."”

A very laughabvle interlude., It is also one to cure the boy
that Imows it all. PROPS. 2 paper bags. 2 small eggs. Cod pistol.
Do a few sleights with one egg, then ask the boy to hold an egg
between his teeth, Iuflate a bag, and give to him to hold, also
the cod pastol. Place him in the centre of the stage, holding
the bag up in the air, at arms length, and the pistol, pointing
to the floocr., Shew him your empty bag., Inflate and screw end
up. Stand at tue side of boy, slignhtly behind, so that he
cannot see you, "I am about to make the egg, that this young
gentleman is holding between his teeth, pass into this empty
bag I am holding. How my boy, I want you to keep one eye on
the bug, onc on the pistol and the other on the egg. GO.

shout this word as loud as possible, at the same tiue burstlng
your bajz. Unless the lad is a super lad, the finale will be

one loud long laugh.



Ol TAKRILG A C4RD:~ "Thats the way, sir! You take things quite
naturally.”

"Thank you madai, its really quite clharuing to see a lady make
up her ind so quickly."

"Will you shufile the pack please; its such a little thing to

"Your card is & blank one: it is the - - (show it). You are
positive that is your cerd. I only asii becanse the last tiue
I asked o gentloman that he saw 'red!." (As you say so you
change it to a red card.)

"A friend of mine - an Aberdonian - when pleying cards would
win one doy end lose the next. e played every other day".

"I5 this your card, sir? 7Yes! Viy I thought it was mine."

"Your omrd was a cherry colour, sir? Ho! Black was it, well
there are blacic cherries,"

"This pack of cards, I cherish very mmuch, it was once the
property of a Tawous Millionaire - lr, Woolworth."

GLASBES and LIQUIDS.

"Yos, I know its rather swall still its ell a watter of taste,
or rather I should say thirst."

"You will notice this glass hwus a foot to it., That is so that
it will not be arrcsted for being without visible mcans of
support.” '

"Glasses hove node a "red mark" on many a man's nose,"

"Slack wives are o meunnce to domestic bliss - so are "tight"
husbaands, ¥

YAll through the Swmer I have been drinking in the sun at
(favourite coast resort) and all through the winter I will be
drinking in the Black Bull",

"Drink/



“Drlng often drives a man mad - especielly when they can't got
it."

"T like doing a trick with a glass - one can put 8o ruch "gpirit"
into it."

"Bad English will ruin wmeny a man's specch, so will bad "Scotch",
"The tighter you arc the nore you seel,

"Its hard to talke to water vhen & couatry goes dry."

"Here's to the ladies - God dress then,"

"They say drinking is one of my Failings - they are wrong; its
one of my successes, its the best thing I do."

"A woman is happy before a glass - and a nan after one - or two.*

"There is a serious water shortege in the IH{ighlands - most of
the whisky comes from there."

"I only Imew onc mar who could do a really gzood trick with
water — he was a milloman,

"I rust be very careful with this trick. I've seen a glass of
wine disgppear uander ny nose.,"

For WIIE and WATER:- "When doing this trick in Hew York, last
night, one of the Prohibition Officers came up and said

'Say you mustn't use wine on this stage. Don't you know this
is a dry couatry'. I said I know its dry when I write to my
wife, only yesterday, and had to pin the stamp on. Soue say
shun strong drink - ridiculous - you can get as drunk on
water as you can on land."

And here we have the ——— said the handsome youag congurer
a3 ho smilingly acknowledged the applause.

I will do this trick oncc morc for the bencfit of those who
have just returned from the bar.

S - \.
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PISTOLS.

a—s

"I shall now fire the pistol at the bag you are holding without
ing you - very rmch,
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SPECIAL 1TUSIC.

(to Orchestra, after special music hac been asked for)
"Bvidently yow boys have never wmet before, better get acquainted.”

EGGS.

"The Shonmian sold we theso esus as Bupire Bggs. He must have
meant tne Roman Impire,"

"This ez 1s o perfectly fresh one, you can see the number on
it - 1-9-7; that hen rmust have bren laying overtime "

"Ieswedyou to feel the egg; I didn't say squeeze itl"
"You can show this tricli to mother - she will be delighted".

"Ly wifec 1s an adcpt at pooching eggs -~ L prefer to poach
salmon', - '

"Miany an cgg looks youus — but its beauty is only gshell deep."

COD OPEIING SrULCH.

Ladies and Gentlemen, When I caxme on the stage this evening,

I mede wo wy mind that T would not say "Ladics and Geantleuen',
Ladise and Gentlemen, becnusc eveoryone that comes on the stage
a8 o rule start thelr perforience by saying, "Ladies and
Gentlemen, end as I think it very old fashioned and out of date,
I will HOT stexrt ry peorformance by saying "Ladies and Gentlonen".

Deliver this shcech in o very pompous manner.

4 SURE I'IRE LAUGH GITTER.

Daring your act, tell a short story that has no wmeaning at all.
Wait for the laugh which, of course, does not come. Look at the
audicnce in astonishuwcnt, Walk slowly to the table, and pick
up & swmall slate and & piece of chalk. YA little experiuent

in Thought Reading., Will any lady or gentleman give me a number
between 1 and 9. (Somecone is sure to call a number out).

"Thank you, sir, I don't really want it, I was only wondering
if any one was really listening to me."

R R



HAWDKDRCHIETRS.

"You will observe this handkerchief is in two parts -~ the front
part and the back part"(show both sides).

"Sometimes when I am doing this trick the handkerchief changes
colours - of course it all depends upon the state of my hands,"

"Could I borrow a ladics handkerchief for a few moments - its
such o little thing to asi,"

"The Border you will observe runs all round the edge — soume
Borders ruwi all over,"

"Fashions are getting wore and wmore daring - oven the colours
are guaranteed fast nowadays,"

"This rust be shot silk - I =sec a hole in it."

— " o ot 109 et T S i o et B At e e B S % s s Bt O

I notice your watch was not very newr when you purchased it. I
see its "second-hand",

I o going to placo this watenh in the bag -~ merely because 1
can't place tho bag inthe watch - at least I don't think so
(shevie rattle feke) thousgh it does seem as if a little bit of
vaciking would do it o hearm. Iven although this bagping
experiuent nay appeel to you, be careful hov and men you do
it, I boag o watch and geot paid for it. You might get six
moaths for it,

Your watch muat be very bashful, gir - I sec it has both its
hands before its face,

(borrowing o wateh)., "I sec quitc o nuuber of chains; isn't
there o watell on even one of thew",

"This i3 o Wonder Wotch - overy time you look at it it maikes
you wonder vhat time it is, "

"IL time flico, who looves the footprints on the saands of tiwe”,

B -

"Your watch was going sir, - yes, well it won't be long belore
its pone,

"I aduit I awm o bit careless with this trick on a lionday night".
"You must have obtained this watch on the Hire-purchase system.

I see its on Tick",
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FOR THE TALBORINE TRICK.

"Flowers are pretty; toffee is sweet;
Sut a bursted drum is hard to beat.™

— —

SILEICERS.

"I knew you wire in but I dida't knovw where you werel"
(You will find the above will eifectively silence the noisy one)

iy friend in front reminds me of the sea - impossible to "dry up”.

_MISCELLATEQUS GAGS.
"I glad to soe you look wup; it shows you are interested in the
trigk",

"7il1l all the neorried ladies pleasc keep the eyes on the
hondkerchief (or vhatever the article is). The men will naturally
lteep tieir eye on the lass - and all the siugle youns ladies

keep their eye on nme,“

kunow some pianisto play from music, some from eer - and gome from
splte."

"Excellent pianist our friend here, always plays from sar. You

"Speelzing of rwsic, do you lmow vwhat an orge: is. I'll tell
you - & piano with knobs on."

"Banane skins are ugseful ~ they meke splendid slippers"

"Some girls are so anervous they even jwip at & proposal."

"Its the Mlacik sheep! that usually paints the town red".

"A little widow i o dangerous thing."

"Some men huuf together, for fear they wmight hang separately.™

(To Asaistant) "Thanl: you, sir; you were just made for this trick"

"A gentlowan at the baclk of the hall is using his opera glasses
trying to see that Jolke".

"Do you mind wrapping it up in this handkerchief; after all you
riay not be so houest sg you appear."

"I was groatly disappointed in Churel on Hunday - woke up and
thought the parson said "winners".



A wmen stops belicving in drcams after merrying one."
"Te married the second time; triuviph of hope over experience."

"Hown't be alfraid of the audience. They are quite tame tonight
clthougn I hwewve seen thowm o wild over mel.

"I vﬂcu to zwlk for & loady in this triek, but there was such

CUND it

rusa I had te stop it."

"Byvery time I do this tricik it hurts me - but they say wounen
bear pain better than men. Any shoewneker will tell you that."

[EAE RN

"A friend oi riine who had tito brotihers said one worLed for a
nd the other was & conjurer like myself.

A monoloste is & couveirsation with a young lady.

"So and So ~ who has just appeared — pleys tiic piano entirely Ly
ear - but thats ncthing, I quo a friend who 7iddles with his
moustache.®

"I alwvays do o hour's hord worls before brealrast — trying to get

"T once hncard 01 o erooll whio started o succeossful business - he
opniied & T‘QD

"I & a nan of few words, but my Liands will work overtime."

"ot jong ago Iy negro assi

) istoat res Zicked on the head by a |
sorse — cnad thne horse is still 1i

: “')11‘ o !

"Ainerico's Tetional motto is - Abendon all "ops" all ye vho

oome ronen veor well — others doa't wecar mueh !

vencils, men have a powerful weapon in the ballot
I

¢ worenl in the zyebrow

o
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"The avorase oon’lfer hes a very hard life of it. If he goes
il Ayt g & ” — 2. - e e R I 2 str

ot ais wife plays the martyr - and if he stays at
hooe e Pl

.. . o,
Tie PL&IO.

"Conjurers have neny cecrets; but do you knoir women can keep a
secret just o vell ag cumy conjurer - but it tekes more of them

ighting candie) "I once xnew an absent minded professor who
struck his wrife ond kissed the uimtch."

{ I 0 T ) S S aqid A . — . : .
"Aud here vre have the -—— 3aid the handsoue youms conjurer as
ne osmilingly aelmoledsed the applzuse.

1O



Periorer:
Fizure:

Perforoer;
Figure:

Perlorner:

Perforiner:
Figure:
Performer:

Fisvre:

criormer:

Periormer:

Fizvre:

Perforner:

}1_‘]

igure:

Perforier:

Pipure:

Perforzer:
Pigure:

Perforrer:
Figure:

Periormer:
Figure:

FOR W& VENTRILOQUIST.
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"I say you are a muizance"

S50 Goes fether, only he  spocifien the kind of
nulsooece I au.

I'm sorry to heer your father is ill,
(uODbLP ) Tes, ond e 1o getting worse every day.
I'a gorry to hear taat. Does ke telke his rmedicine

rellglouQLy.

Oh, no gov'zwor, he uvirears like 'ell
e = ,

Taes.

very dose he

[¢)
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Drops phote.

viret was that yeu dropped Gov'ior.

(Piclking it u:% Thet is 2 photo of ny swecthooart
and her dog.

That & lovelr dog.

et e e - e et S e ot s ot g o St s

o v a IWO . o a s
If you had teee sotatoes ond viinhed to divide
then amon: thres porsons vwivdt would you do?

“ e
ﬁﬁa;zl then.

As o complizent I senl one of my somgs te o dear
frieand of wine. )
Did he retura the complilucit.

- e e i S e ot et et B e e e et S
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I had the frecdoum of the city conferred on e last

Vl\ Vek
Woe your wife on holiday.

Yes, I was very late in getting home last night and
as & punishmernt wmy wiile reiuwed to speall to wme
That sounds more like a revard.

s s 0 s e s e St ol b S o ks

My Tiancee is a girl ian o tiiousand.
I'm looking for o girl rith a thousand.

An idea flashed through my head
There was npothing to stop it.

I write to ny wife every day while I em on tour.
Yes, most women enjoy reading fiction.



Perforrier:

rigure:

Perforie

Figure:

Perforver:

Plgare:

The fTollo
reudovill
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Vent.

firure:
Tent:
Tigure:

Joent:
Figure:
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Pirure:
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Your brother called me a2 a83.
He should imow better than judge you by your looks.

s o s . e Pt T B e e Mt Bt e s

I goave a soni recival the other nizght end held my
audience for tvo houre,
Did you put it beck in the cradle after that.

Car. you tell » That hanrened after Alexander the
G:Lr_,w died.
Ye3d ne wes bhuried.

siv cues are by Laversnce Glen, the renowmed
ltL-quulob.
Eor can you expect to get on vou adon't thinlk,
hat is your head ¢
To eep e hat on.

-~

Duv what huve you got IIT yomr head?

A cold.

You should tale soume Tincture of Quinine.

ilo fear.

Why not?

I toolz some currants yesterdey, and got a good hiding.

st ittt e Bt B S G o e et 2 o

What e the first thing Ll;g Geo*rc did vhen he cane
to the throne?

He sat on it.

You ¢idn't learn that at school.

o, but I'11 het a quid I'm right.

St it et et e e s o o et e a8 e et et et

-

anat was the ITirst thing thet stiuck
wrent o school?

The teacher's cone.

I car cuite LUQS'JC that.

There was no iizagination about it.

you when you

I7 I brovgiht the tiniest bals :e:u, it would have nore
sense, it could do dny thirs Ln;: sou could do.
Digato!', zet a iiid to come up azd do this (turns heed
rizht round twrice).
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Did you nhave lessox

have thon?
aclie.

cre did yeu have thset - i 3chool?
Jo -~ in me turw
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Vent: Is your futher in the hotel line:

Fd s o3, in the cueue, ””7u1ng for 'en to opexn.
ar. 1zt 1 hls Jjob.

G very hord job.

e losdlord to trvadt Ko,

sola Dy the yard; it

s usually the Teet that

hin trict wos ghoan to ne by o Chincus ila, 1leﬂ, vhose aome
ol Vot dis brother el also o very eod conjurer, he was

hen you have evolved o now problex and cormence to write

your »natter ocrouwnd 1t, or even vuuyzoutm*“‘ atter for an old
bffcct, 1 belicve in ziting OUu the &ulghi tale first, then
ooing over it 2ad weriiing the weak pOLHL? and strengthening
thes, then zoing over it once wnore nnd notin,, where it con

ao :itL S 0BT 0 Joke To hreals the monotony s0 to speels. A
ool i hrmorons 1ias wsaid in the right nomoer ot the proper

tine et o bovter Lovgn thas o ihwole gtriang ol guici-

Tire v y";lcus sare,  On the Beivish Store, Dovid Devaent vas
& Ldoaling Tar ap potter wap concerncd, op ho wras on the
Tooimenl o1 isig. To give an exwiple; whei voriing
the Mhoos idat™ i ohrase "This ha* 'q fcli" was oo0id in

A e ¥

. Ry & g . f B
SACH ATy

b ooven the dullent of the Sncciators could not
Tail to see the »Hois

Look out for "THLDNBATIONAL SECIRTOY ready about TFebruary 1930.



— WILL ALMA

M.LM.C. (LONDON)




