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vi PREFACE

pique my curiosity and challenge my investiga-
tion. In this book I have set down some of
the stories of strange folk and unusual per-
formers that I have gathered in many years
of such research.

Much has been written about the feats of
miracle-mongers, and not a little in the way
of explaining them. Chaucer was by no means
the first to turn shrewd eyes upon wonder-
workers and show the clay feet of these popu-
lar idols. And since his time innumerable
marvels, held to be supernatural, have been
exposed for the tricks they were. Yet to-day,
if a mystifier lack the ingenuity to invent a
new and startling stunt, he can safely fall back
upon a trick that has been the favorite of press-
agents the world over in all ages. He can
imitate the Hindoo fakir who, having thrown
a rope high into the air, has a boy climb it until
he is lost to view. He can even have the feat
photographed. The camera will click ; nothing
will appear on the developed film; and this,
the performer will glibly explain, ‘“‘proves’’
that the whole company of onlookers was hyp-
notized! And he can be certain of a very
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profitable following to defend and advertise
him,

So I do not feel that I need to apologize for
adding another volume to the shelves of works
dealing with the marvels of the miracle-
mongers. My business has given me an in-
timate knowledge of stage illusions, together
with many years of experience among show
people of all types. My familiarity with the
former, and what I have learned of the psy-
chology of the latter, has placed me at a cer-
tain advantage in uncovering the natural ex-
planation of feats that to the ignorant have
seemed supernatural. And even if my readers
are too well informed to be interested in my
descriptions of the methods of the various per-
formers who have seemed to me worthy of at-
tention in these pages, I hope they will find
some amusement in following the fortunes and
misfortunes of all manner of strange folk who
once bewildered the wise men of their day. If
- I have accomplished that much, I shall feel
amply repaid for my labor.

Houpint.
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3 MIRACLE-MONGERS AND THEIR METHODS

for a method to ‘‘keep the home fires burning”’
and hit upon the plan of appointing a person
in each community who should at all times
carry a burning brand. This arrangement had
many faults, however, and after a while it was
superseded by the expedient of a fire kept con-
tinually burning in a building erected for the
purpose.

The Greeks worshiped at an altar of this
kind which they called the Altar of Hestia and .
which the Romans called the Altar of Vesta.
The sacred fire itself was known as Vesta, and
its burning was considered a proof of the
presence of the goddess. The Persians had
such a building in each town and village; and
the Egyptians, such a fire in every temple;
while the Mexicans, Natches, Peruvians and
Mayas kept their ‘‘national fires”’ burning
upon great pyramids. Eventually the keeping
of such fires became a sacred rite, and the
‘‘Eternal Lamps’’ kept burning in synagogues
and in Byzantine and Catholic churches may
be a survival of these customs.

There is a theory that all architecture, pub-
lic and private, sacred and profane, began with
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the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses out
of the flaming bush, ‘“‘the bush burned with
ﬁre and the bush was not consumed” (Exod.
iii, 3). Fire from the Lord consumed the
burnt offering of Aaron (Lev. ix, 24), the
sacrifice of Gideon (Judg. vi, 21), the burnt
offering of David (1 Chron. xxxi, 26), and
that at the dedication of King Solomon’s
temple (Chron. vii, 1). And when Elijah made
his sacrifice to prove that Baal was not God,
“‘the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones,
and the dust and the water that was in the
trench.” (1 Kings, xviii, 38.)

Since sacrifice had from the earliesi days
been considered as food offered to the gods,
it was quite logical to argue that when fire
from Heaven fell upon the offering, God him-
self was present and consumed His own. Thus
the Paracelsists and other fire believers sought,
and as they believed found, high authority for
continuing a part of the fire worship of the
early tribes.

The Theosophists, acecording to Hargrave
Jennings in ‘““The Rosicrucians,” called the
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secret of their methods was published by Al-
bert, Count of Bollstadt, usually called Al-
bertus Magnus but sometimes Albertus Teu-
tonicus, a man distinguished by the range of
his inquiries and his efforts for the spread of
knowledge.

These secrets will be fully explained in the
section of this history devoted to the Arcana
of the Fire-Eaters (Chapter Six).

I take the following from the New York
Clipper-Annual of 1885:

The famous fire dance of the Navajo
Indians, often described as though it in-
volved some sort of genuine necromancy,
is explained by a matter-of-fact spectator.
It is true, he says, that the naked wor-
shipers cavort round a big bonfire, with
blazing faggots in their hands, and dash
the flames over their own and their fel-
lows’ bodies, all in a most picturesque and
maniacal fashion; but their skins are first
so thickly coated with a clay paint that
they cannot easily be burned.

An illustrated article entitled Rstes of the
Firewalking Fanatics of Japan, by W. C.
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bination of box-office receipts with donation
parties proved extremely tempting to the
thrifty priests, for they now give what might
be termed a ‘‘continuous performance.’’

Those who have read the foregoing pages
will apply a liberal sprinkling of salt to the
solemn assurance of Mr. Reid, advanced on
the authority of Jinrikisha boys, that ‘‘for
days beforehand the priests conmnected with
the temple devote themselves to fasting and
prayer to prepare for the ordeal. . .. The
performance itself usually takes place in the
late afternoon during twilight in the temple
court, the preceding three hours being spent
by the priests in final outbursts of prayer be-
fore the unveiled altar in the inner sanctuary
of the little matted temple, and during these
invocations no visitors are allowed to enter the
sacred precincts.”’

Mr. Reid’s description of the fire walking
itself may not be out of place; it will show
that the Japs had nothing new to offer aside
from the ritualistic ceremonials with which
they camouflaged the hocus-pocus of the per-
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turned their attention to the fire. Taking long
poles and fans from the coolies, they poked
and encouraged the blaze till it could plainly
be seen that the coal was ignited throughout.
The whole bed was a glowing mass, and the
heat which rose from it was so intense that
we found it uncomfortable to sit fifteen feet
away from it without screening our faces with
fans. Then they began to pound it down more
solidly along the middle; as far as possible
inequalities in its surface were beaten down,
and the coals which protruded were brushed
aside.”

There follows a long and detailed descrip-
tion of further ceremonies, the receiving of
gifts, etc., which need not be repeated here.
Now for the trick itself.

““One of the priests held a pile of white
powder on a small wooden stand. This was
said to be salt—which in Japan is credited with
great cleansing properties—but as far as could
be ascertained by superficial examination it
was a mixture of alum and salt. He stood at
one end of the fire-bed and poised the wooden
tray over his head, and then sprinkled a hand-
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our eyes almost leaped from their sockets in
awe-struck astonishment, he walked over the
glowing mass as unconcernedly as if treading
on a carpet in a drawing-room, his feet coming
in contact with the white hot coals at every
step. He did not hurry or take long steps,
but sauntered along with almost incredible
sang-froid, and before he reached the opposite
side he turned around and sauntered as care-
lessly back to the mat from which he had
started.”’

The story goes on to tell how the perform-
ance was repeated by the other priests, and
then by many of the native audience ; but none
of the Europeans tried it, although invited to
do so. Mr. Reid’s closing statement is that
“no solution of the mystery can be gleaned,
even from high scientific authorities who have
witnessed and closely studied the physical fea-
tures of these remarkable Shinto fire-walking
rites.” Many who are confronted with some-
thing that they cannot explain take refuge in
the claim that it puzzles the scientists too. As
a matter of fact, at the time Mr. Reid wrote,
such scientists as had given the subject serious
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that have been brought to a white heat in a
great fire of logs.

The familiar claim is made that the per-
formance puzzles scientists, and that no satis-
factory solution has yet been discovered. We
are about to see that for two or three hundred
years the same claims have been made by a
long line of more or less clever public per-
formers in Europe and America.
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in his diary, mentions him under date of
October 8th, 1672, as follows:

I took leave of my Lady Sunderland,
who was going to Paris to my Lord, now
Ambassador there. She made me stay
dinner at Leicester House, and afterwards
sent for Richardson, the famous fire-eater.
He devoured brimstone on glowing coals
before us, chewing and swallowing them;
he melted a beere-glass and eate it quite up;
then taking a live coale on his tongue he
put on it a raw oyster ; the coal was blown
on with bellows till it flamed and sparkled
in his mouthe, and so remained until the
oyster gaped and was quite boil’d.

Then he melted pitch and wax with sul-
phur, which he drank down as it flamed:
I saw it flaming in hismouthe a good while;
he also took up a thick piece of iron, such
as laundresses use to put in their smooth-
ing-boxes, when it ‘was fiery hot, held it
between his teeth, then in his hand, and
threw it about like a stone; but this I ob-
serv’d he cared not to hold very long.
Then he stoode on a small pot, and, bend-
ing his body, tooke a glowing iron with
his mouthe from betweene his feete, with-
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from that of his predecessor, Richardson, who
had antedated him by nearly fifty years.

By far the most famous of the early fire-
eaters was Robert Powell, whose public career
extended over a period of nearly sixty years,
and who was patronized by the English peer-
age. It was mainly through the instrumental-
ity of Sir Hans Sloane that, in 1751, the Royal
Society presented Powell a purse of gold and
a large silver medal.

Lounger’s Commonplace  Book says of
Powell: ‘“Such is his passion for this terrible
element, that if he were to come hungry into
your Kkitchen, while a sirloin was roasting, he
would eat up the fire and leave the beef. It
is somewhat surprising that the friends of real
merit have not yet promoted him, living as we
do in an age favorable to men of genius.
Obliged to wander from place to place, instead
of indulging himself in private with his
favorite dish, he is under the uncomfortable
necessity of eating in public, and helping him-
self from the kitchen fire of some paltry ale-
house in the country.”

His advertisements show that he was before
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curious may view by applying to him; and
before most of the Nobility and Quality in
the Kingdom.

He intends to sup on the following
articles: 1. He eats red-hot coals out of
the fire as natural as bread. 2. He licks
with his naked tongue red-hot tobacco
pipes, flaming- with brimstone. 3. He
takes a large bunch of deal matches, lights
them altogether; and holds them in his
mouth till the flame is extinguished. 4.

" He takes a red-hot heater out of the fire,
licks it with his naked tongue several
times, and carries it around the room be-
tween his teeth. 5. He fills his mouth with
red-hot charcoal, and broils a slice of beef
or mutton upon his tongue, and any per-
son may blow the fire with a pair of bel-
lows at the same time. 6. He takes a
quantity of resin, pitch, bees’-wax, sealing-
wax, brimstone, alum, and lead, melts
them all together over a chafing-dish of
coals, and eats the same combustibles with
a spoon, as if it were a porringer of broth
(which he calls his dish of soup), to the
great and agreeable surprise of the spec-
tators; with various other extraordinary
performances never attempted by any
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and then, doubtless, some ‘‘capper’’ started the
ball rolling, and Herr Quackensalber (his
name indicates a seller of salves) reaped a
good harvest.

I have no doubt but that even to-day a clever
performer with this ‘‘High Pitch’’ could do a
thriving business in that overgrown country
village, New York. At any rate there is the
so-called, ‘‘King of Bees,”” a gentleman from
Pennsylvania, who exhibits himself in a cage
of netting filled with bees, and then sells the
admiring throng a specific for bee-stings and
the wounds of angry wasps. Unfortunately
the only time I ever saw his majesty, some of
his bee actors must have forgotten their lines,
for he was thoroughly stung.



CHAPTER THREE

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.—A “WONDER-
FUL PHENOMENON.”—“THE INCOMBUS-
TIBLE SPANIARD, SENOR LIONETTO,” 1803.
——JOSEPHINE GIRARDELLYI, 1814——JOHN
BROOKS, 1817.—W. C. HOUGHTON, 1832.
——J. A. B. CHYLINSKI, 1841——CHAMOUNI,
THE RUSSIAN SALAMANDER, 1869.——PRO-
FESSOR REL MAEUB, 1876.—RIVALLI (died

1900).

N the nineteenth century by far the most
distinguished heat-resister was Chabert,
who deserves and shall have a chapter to him-
self. He commenced exhibiting about 1818,
but even earlier in the century certain obscurer
performers had anticipated some of his best
effects. Among my clippings, for instance, I
find the following. I regret that I cannot give
the date, but it is evident from the long form
of the letters that it was quite early. This is
the first mention I have found of the hot-oven
effect afterwards made famous by Chabert.
37
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WONDERFUL PHENOMENON

. A correspondent in France writes as
follows: ‘‘Paris has, for some days, rung
with relations of the wonderful exploits
of a Spaniard in that city, who is endowed
with qualities by which he resists the
action of very high degrees of heat, as well
as the influence of strong chemical re-
agents. Many histories of the trials to
which he has been submitted before a
Commission of the Institute and Medical
School, have appeared in the public pa-
pers; but the public waits with impatience
for the report to be made in the name of
the Commission by Professor Pinel.

The subject of these trials is a young
man, a native of Toledo, in Spain, 23
years of age, and free of any apparent
peculiarities which can announce any-
thing remarkable in the organization of his
skin; after examination, one would be
rather disposed to conclude a peculiar
softness than that any hardness or thick-
ness of the cuticle existed, either naturally
or from mechanical causes. Nor was there
any circumstance to indicate that the per-
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authority, that he remained a considerable
time in an oven heated to 65° or 70°, (178-
189° Fahr.) and from which he was with
difficulty induced to retire, so comfortable
did he feel at that high temperature.

It may be proper to remark, that this
man seems totally uninfluenced by any
motive to mislead, and, it is said, he has
refused flattering offers from some re-
ligious sectaries of turning to emolument
his singular qualities; yet on the whole it
seems to be the opinion of most philosoph-
ical men, that this person must possess
some matter which counteracts the opera-
tion of these agents. To suppose that na-
ture has organized him differently, would
be unphilosophic: by habit he might have
blunted his sensibilities against those im-
pressions that create pain under ordinary
circumstances; but how to explain the
power by which he resists the action of
those agents which are known to have the
strongest affinity for animal matter, is a
circumstance difficult to comprehend. It
has not failed, however, to excite the won-
der of the ignorant and the inquiry of the
learned at Paris.”
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other record than the following letter, which
appears in the autobiography of the famous
author-actor-manager, Thomas Dibdin, of the
Theaters Royal, Covent Garden, Drury Lane,
Haymarket and others. This one communica-
tion, however, absolves of any obligation to dig
up proofs of John Brooks’ versatility: he ad-
mits it himself.

. To Mr. T. Dibdin, Esq. Pripetor of the
Royal Circus.

May 1st, 1817.
Sir:

I have taken the Liberty of Riting those
few lines to ask you the favour if a Gree-
able for me to Come to your House, as i
Can do a great many different things i
Can Sing a good Song and i Can Eat Boil-
ing hot Lead and Rub my naked arms
With a Red hot Poker and Stand on a
Red hot sheet of iron, and do Diferent
other things.—Sir i hope you Will Excuse
me in Riting T do not Want any thing
for my Performing for i have Got a Busi-
ness that will Sirport me I only want to
pass a Way 2 or 3 Hours in the Evening.
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formance on Saturday evening, February 4th,
1832, he practically promised to expose the
method of poison eating. Like that of all ex-
posers, however, his vogue was of short dura-
tion, and very little can be found about this
super-Chabert except his advertisements. The
following will serve as a sample of them:

ARCH STREET THEATRE
BENEFIT
OF THE AMERICAN FIRE KING

A CARD.—W. C. Houghton, has the
honor to announce to the ladies and gen-
tlemen of Philadelphia, that his BENE-
FIT will take place at the ARCH
STREET THEATRE, on Saturday even-
ing next, 4th February, when will be pre-
sented a variety of entertainments aided
by the whole strength of the company.

Mr, H. in addition to his former experi-
ments will exhibit several fiery feats, pro-
nounced by Mons. Chabert an IMPOSSI-
BILITY. He will give a COMPLETE
explanation by illustrations of the PRIN-
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given time, to the effects of heat. He was
remarkable for the simplicity and singleness
of his character, as well as for that idiosyn-
crasy in his constitution, which enabled him
for so many years, not merely to brave the
effects of fire, but to take a delight in an ele-
ment where other men find destruction. He
was above all artifice, and would often entreat
his visitors to melt their own lead, or boil their
own mercury, that they might be perfectly
satisfied of the gratification he derived from
drinking these preparations. He would also
present his tongue in the most obliging manner
to all who wished, to pour melted lead upon
it and stamp an impression of their seals.”
A fire-proof billed as Professor Rel Maeub,
was on the programme at the opening of the
New National Theater, in Philadelphia, Pa.,
in the spring of 1876. If I am not mistaken
the date was April 25th. He called himself
“The Great Inferno Fire-King,”” and his
novelty consisted in having a strip of wet car-
peting running parallel to the hot iron plates
on which he walked barefoot, and stepping on
it occasionally and back onto the hot iron, when












CHAPTER FOUR

THE MASTER——CHABERT, 1792-1859

VAN IVANITZ CHABERT, the only
Really Incombustible Phenomenon, as he

was billed abroad, or J. Xavier Chabert, A.M.,
M.D., etc., as he was afterwards known in this
country, was probably the most notable, and
certainly the most interesting, character in
the history of fire-eating, fire-resistance, and
poison eating. He was the last prominent figure
in the long line of this type of artists to appeal
to the better classes and to attract the attention
of scientists, who for a considerable period
treated his achievements more or less seriously.
Henry Evanion gave me a valuable collection
of Chabert clippings, hand-bills, etc., and re-
lated many interesting incidents in connection
with this man of wonders.

It seems quite impossible for me to write

54
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finally break away from earthly chains and
restraints, I hope to be placed beside them.

During my search for data regarding Cha-
bert I looked in the telephone book for a pos-
sible descendant. By accident I picked up the
Suburban instead of the Metropolitan edition,
and there I found a Victor E. Chabert living
at Allenhurst, N. J. I immediately got into
communication with him and found that he
was a grandson of the Fiire King, but he could
give me no more information than I already
possessed, which I now spread before my
readers.

M. Chabert was a son of Joseph and Thérése
Julienne Chabert. He was born on May 10th,
1792, at Avignon, France.

Chabert was a soldier in the Napoleonic
wars, was exiled to Siberia and escaped to Eng-
land. His grandson has a bronze Napoleon
medal which was presented to Chabert, pre-
sumably for valor on the field of battle. Na-
poleon was exiled in 1815 and again three years
later. Chabert first attracted public notice in
Paris, at which time his demonstrations of
heat-resistance were sufficiently astonishing to
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merit the attention of no less a body than the
National Inmstitute.

To the more familiar feats of his predeces-
sors he added startling novelties in the art of
heat-resistance, the moet spectacular being
that of entering a large iron cabinet, which
resembled a common baker’s oven, heated to
the usual temperature of such ovens. He car-
ried in his hand a leg of mutton and remained
until the meat was thoroughly cooked. An-
other thriller involved standing in a flaming
tar-barrel until it was entirely consumed
around him.

In 1828, Chabert gave a series of perform-
ances at the Argyle Rooms in London, and
created a veritable sensation. A correspondent
in the London Mirror has this to say of
Chabert’s work at that time: ‘“Of M. Chabert’s
wonderful power of withstanding the opera-
tion of the fiery element, it is in the recollection
of the writer of witnessing, some few years
back, this same individual (in connection with
the no-less fire-proof Signora Girardelli) ex-
hibiting ‘extraordinary proofs of his super-
natural power of resisting the most intense
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alkali. Many experiments, as to the extent to
which the human frame could bear heat, with-
out the destruction of the vital powers, have
been tried from time to time; but so far as
recollection serves, Monsieur Chabert’s fire-
resisting qualities are greater than those pro-
fessed by individuals who, before him, have
undergone this species of ordeal.”

It was announced some time ago, in one of
the French journals, that experiments had
been tried with a female, whose fire-standing
qualities had excited great astonishment. She,
it appears, was placed in a heated oven, into
which live dogs, cats, and rabbits were con-
veyed. The poor animals died in a state of
convulsion almost immediately, while the Fire-
queen bore the heat without complaining. In
that instance, however, the heat of the oven
was not so great as that which M. Chabert en-
countered. .

Much of the power to resist greater degrees
of heat than can other men may be a natural
gift, much the result of chemical applications,
and much from having the parts indurated by
long practice; probably all three are combined
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J. Smith, he offered to amuse the company
with a few trifling experiments. He made
a shovel red-hot and rubbed it over his
tongue, a trick for which no credit, he said,
was due, as the moisture of the tongue was
sufficient to prevent any injury arising
from it. He next rubbed it over his hair
and face, declaring that anybody might
perform the same feat by first washing
themselves in a mixture of spirits of sul-
phur and alum, which, by cautersing the
epiderms, hardened the skin to resist the
fire.

He put his hand into some melted lead,
took a small portion of it out, placed it in
his mouth, and then gave it in a solid state
to some of the company. This perform-
ance, according to his account, was also
very easy ; for he seized only a very small
particle, which, by a tight compression
between the forefinger and the thumb, be-
came cool before it reached the mouth. At
this time Mr. Smith made his appearance,
and M. Chabert forthwith prepared him-
self for mightier undertakings. A cruse
of oil was brought forward and poured
into a saucepan, which was previously
turned upside down, to show that there
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out of his pocket, offered it to the poison-
swallower.

Fire-king—*‘I ask you, on your honor
as a gentleman, is this genuine unmixed
poison $”’ :

Mr, Smith—*‘It is, upon my honor.”’

Fire-king—*‘Is there any medical gen-
tleman here who will examine it $”’

A person in the room requested that
Dr. Gordon Smith, one of the medical
professors in the London University,
would examine the vial, and decide
whether it contained genuine phosphorus.

The professor went to the table, on
which the formidable collection of poisons
—such as red and white arsenie, hydro-
cyanic acid, morphine and phosphorus—
was placed, and, examining the vial, de-
clared, that, to the best of his judgment,
it was genuine phosphorus.

M. Chabert asked Mr. Smith, how many
grains he wished to commence his first
draught with. Mr. Smith—Twenty
graing will do as a commencement.”’

A medical gentleman then came forward
and cut off two parcels of phosphorus,
containing twenty grains each. He was
placing them in the water, when the fire-
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turned to Mr. Smith and offered him the
other glass of phosphorus. Mr. Smith
started back in infinite alarm—*Not for
worlds, Sir, not for worlds; I beg to de-
cline it.’

The Fire-king—*‘Then wherefore did
you send me a challenge? You pledged
your honor to drink it, if I did; I have
done it; and if you are a gentleman, you
must drink it too.”’

Mr. Smith—*‘No, no, I must be excused :
I am quite satisfied without it.”’

Here several voices exclaimed that the
bet was lost. Some said there must be a
confederacy between the challenger and
the challenged, and others asked whether
any money had been deposited? The fire-
king called a Mr. White forward, who
deposed that he held the stakes, which had
been regularly placed in his hands, by both
parties, before twelve o’clock that morn-
ing.

The fire-king here turned round with
great exultation to the company, and pull-
ing a bottle out of his pocket, exclaimed,
I did never see this gentleman before this
morning, and I did not know but that he
might be bold enough to venture to take
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the celebrated Fire King, the curer of
consumption, the maker of Chinese Lo-
tion, ete. ,

‘While the Doctor was at the height of
his popularity, some wag perpetrated the
following joke in a newspaper paragraph:
“During some experiments he was mak-
ing in chemistry last week, an explosion
took place which entirely bewildered his
faculties and left him in a condition bor-
dering on the grave. He was blown into
a thousand atoms. It took place on Wed-
nesday of last week and some accounts
state that it grew out of an experiment
with phosphoric ether, others that it was
by a too liberal indulgence in Prussic acid,
an article which, from its resemblance to
the peach, he was remarkably fond of hav-
ing about him.”’

The Doctor was extensively accused of
quackery, and on one occasion when the
Herald touched on the same subject, it
brought him to our office and he exhibited
diplomas, certificates and medical honors
without number.

The Doctor was remarkable for his pro-
lific display of jewelry and medals of
honor, and by his extensive display of
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‘fast liver,” and at the time of his death
he kept a drug store in Grand Street, and
had very little of this world’s goods. He
leaves three children to mourn his loss,
one of them an educated physician, resid-
ing in Hoboken, N. J.

Dr. C. has ‘gone to that bourne whence
no traveller returns,” and we fervently
trust and hope that the disembodied
spirits of the tens of thousands whom he
has treated in this sphere will treat him
with the same science with which he
treated them while in this wicked world.”
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the effect with the same subtle artistry that
marks all the work of this super-magician.

Of Foo’s thousand imitators the only posi-
tively successful one was William E. Robinson,
whose tragic death while in the performance of
the bullet-catching trick is the latest addition to
the long list of casualties chargeable to that
ill-omened juggle. He carried the imitation
even as far as the name, calling himself Chung
Ling Soo. Robinson was very successful in
the classic trick of apparently eating large
quantities of cotton and blowing smoke and
sparks from the mouth. His teeth were finally
quite destroyed by the continued performance
of this trick, the method of which may be
found in Chapter Six.

The employment of fire-eaters by magicians
began a century ago; for in 1816 the magician
Sieur Boaz, K. C., featured a performer who
was billed as the ‘‘Man-Salamander.’”” The
fact that Boaz gave him a place on his pro-
gramme is proof that this man was clever, but
the effects there listed show nothing original.

In 1818 a Mr. Carlton, Professor of Chem-
istry, toured England in company with Rae,
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in persuading the captain to take the body to
Hong Kong, but he finally consented. On the
way down the Yang Tse Kiang River, Look
was greatly depressed; but all at once he be-
came strangely excited, and said that his
brother was not dead, for he had just heard
the peculiar whistle with which they had al-
ways called each other. The whistle was sev-
eral times repeated, and was heard by all on
board. Finally the captain, convinced that
something was wrong, had the lid removed
from the coffin, but the body of Yamadeva gave
no indication of life, and all save Ling Look
decided that they must have been mistaken.

Poor Ling Look, however, sobbingly said to
Kellar, “I shall never leave Hong Kong alive.
My brother has called me to join him.” This
prediction was fulfilled, for shortly after their
arrival in Hong Kong he underwent an opera-
tion for a liver trouble, and died under the
knife. The brothers were buried in Happy
Valley, Hong Kong, in the year 1877.

All this was related to me at the Marlbor-
ough-Blenheim, Atlantic City, in June, 1908,
by Kellar himself, and portions of it were re-
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friends that he could accomplish it—and he
did.

The second concerns an equally popular
actor, a comedian this time, the elder Sothern
(1826-1881). On March 20, 1878, a writer in
the Chicago Inter-Ocean communicated to that
paper the following curiously descriptive arti-
cle:

Is Mr. Sothern a medium ¢

This is the question that fifteen puzzled
investigators are asking themselves this
morning, after witnessing a number of
astounding manifestations at a private
séance given by Mr. Sothern last night.

It lacked a few minutes of 12 when a
number of Mr. Sothern’s friends, who had
been given to understand that something
remarkable was to be performed, assem-
bled in the former’s room at the Sherman
House and took seats around a marble-top
table, which was placed in the center of
the apartment. On the table were a num-
ber of glasses, two very large bottles, and
five lemons. A sprightly young gentleman
attempted to crack a joke about spirits be-
ing confined in bottles, but the company
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of a particular kind may upset the audi-
ence.”’

Silence and decorum being restored,
Mr. Sothern thus continued:

‘‘Thirteen weeks ago, while walking up
Greenwich Street, in New York, I stepped
into a store to buy a cigar. To show you
there is no trick about it, here are cigars
out of the same box from which I selected
the one I that day lighted.” (Here Mr.
Sothern passed around a box of tolerable
cigars.) :

‘““Well, I stepped to the little hanging
gas-jet to light it, and, having done so,
stood contemplatively holding the gas-jet
and the cigar in either hand, thinking
what a saving it would be to smoke a pipe,
when, in my absent-mindedness, I dropped
the cigar and put the gas-jet into my
mouth., Strange as it may appear, I felt
no pain, and stood there holding the thing
in my mouth and puffing till the man in
charge yelled out to me that I was swal-
lowing his gas. Then I looked up, and,
sure enough, there I was pulling away at
the slender flame that came from the glass
tube.

- 4T dropped it instantly, and felt of my
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examine Mr. Sothern’s hands, ete., before
he began his experiments. Having thor-
oughly washed the parts that he proposed
to subject to the flames, Mr. Sothern be-
gan by burning his arm, and passing it
through the gas-jet very slowly, twice
stopping the motion and holding it still in
the flames. I"e then picked up a poker
with a sort of hook on the end, and pro-
ceeded to fish a small coil of wire from the
grate. The wire came out fairly white
with the heat. Mr. Sothern took the coil
in his hands and cooly proceeded to wrap
it round his left leg to the knee. Having
done 80, he stood on the table in the cen-
ter of the circle and requested the com-
mittee to examine the wrappings and the
leg and report if both were there. The
committee did so and reported in the
affirmative.

‘While this was going on, there was a
smile, almost seraphic in its beauty, on
Mr. Sothern’s face.

After this an enormous hot iron, in the
shape of a horseshoe, was placed on Mr.
Sothern’s body, where it cooled, without
leaving a sign of a burn.

As a final test, a tailor’s goose was put






96 MIMGLEﬁONGBBS AND THEIR METHODS

tions. Probably the success of the experi-
ments last night were largely owing to the
lemons present. There is a good deal of
trickery in those same lemons.—Editor
Inter-Ocean.)

which suggests that the editor of the Infer-
Ocean was either pretty well acquainted with
the comedian’s addiction to spoofing, or else
less susceptible to superstition than certain
scientists of our generation.

The great day of the Fire-eater—or, should
I say, the day of the great Fire-eater—has
passed. No longer does fashion flock to his
doors, nor science study his wonders, and he
must now seek a following in the gaping
loiterers of the circus side-show, the pumpkin-
and-prize-pig country fair, or the tawdry
booth at Coney Island. The credulous, won-
der-loving scientist, however, still abides with
us and, while his serious-minded brothers are
wringing from Nature her jealously guarded
secrets, the knowledge of which benefits all
mankind, he gravely follows that periennial
Will-of-the-wisp, spiritism, and lays the flat-
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tering unction to his soul that he is investigat-
ing ‘‘psychic phenomena,’’ when in reality he
is merely gazing with unseeing eyes on the
flimsy juggling of pseudo-mediums.



CHAPTER SIX

THE ARCANA OF THE FIRE-EATERS: THE
FORMULA OF ALBERTUS MAGNUS—
OF HOCUS POCUS.——RICHARDSON’S
METHOD. — PHILOPYRAPHAGUS ASH-
BURNIENSIS.—TO BREATHE FORTH
SPARKS, SMOKE, AND FLAMES—TO
SPOUT NATURAL GAS.—PROFESSOR SE-
MENTINI'S DISCOVERIES.—TO BITE OFF
RED-HOT IRON.—TO COOK IN A BURN-
ING CAGE.—CHABERT'S OVEN.—TO
EAT COALS OF FIRE——TO DRINK BURN-
ING OIL.—TO CHEW MOLTEN LEAD.—
TO CHEW BURNING BRIMSTONE.—TO
WREATHE THE FACE IN FLAMES.—TO
IGNITE PAPER WITH THE BREATH.—TO
DRINK BOILING LIQUOR AND EAT FLAM-
ING WAX.

HE yellow thread of exposure seems to be

inextricably woven into all fabrics whose

strength is secrecy, and experience proves that

it is much easier to become fireproof than to

become exposure proof. It is still an open

question, however, as to what extent exposure
98
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compounds which render the exposed parts
to a more or less extent impervious to heat
Many different formulas have been discovered
which accomplish the purpose, but the prin-
ciple remains unchanged. The formula set
down by Albertus Magnus was probably the
first ever made public: the following transla-
tion of it is from the London Mirror:

Take juice of marshmallow, and white
of egg, flea-bane seeds, and lime ; powder
them and mix juice of radish with the
white of egg; mix all thoroughly and with
this composition annoint your body or
hand and allow it to dry and afterwards
annoint it again, and after this you may
boldly take up hot iron without hurt.

“Buch a paste,’”’ says the correspondent to
. the Mirror, ““would indeed be very visible.”’
Another early formula is given in the 1763
edition of Hocus Pocus. Examination of the
different editions of this book in my library
discloses the fact that there are no fire formu-
lag in the second edition, 1635, which is the
earliest I have (first editions are very rare and
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by this you may wash your hands in boil-
ing lead.

This was the secret modus operands made
use of by Richardson, the first notably success-
ful fire artist to appear in Europe, and it was
disclosed by his servant.!

Hone’s Table Book, London, 1827, page 315,
gives Richardson’s method as follows:

It consisted only in rubbing the hands
and thoroughly washing the mouth, lips,
tongue, teeth and other parts which were
to touch the fire, with pure spirits of sul-
phur. This burns and cauterizes the epi-
dermis or upper skin, till it becomes as
hard and thick as leather, and each time

o —————

1Such disloyalty in trusted servants is one of the most
disheartening things that can happen to a public performer.
But it must not be thought that I say this out of personal
experience: for in the many years that I have been before
the public my secret methods have been steadily shielded
by the striet integrity of my assistants, most of whom have
been with me for years. Only one man ever betrayed my
confidence, and that only in a minor matter. But then, so
far as I know, I am the only performer who ever pledged
his assistants to secrecy, hopor and allegiance under a notarial
oath.
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Powell was showing his fire-eating stunts in
London, and the correspondent naively added:

Whether Mr. Powell will take it kindly
of me thus to have published his secret I
cannot tell; but as he now begins to drop
into years, has no children that I know of
and may die suddenly, or without making
a will, I think it a great pity so genteel an
occupation should become one of the artes
perditae, as possibly it may, if proper care
is not taken, and therefore hope, after this
information, some true-hearted English-
man will take it up again, for the honor of
his country, when he reads in the news-
papers, ““Yesterday, died, much lamented,
the famous Mr. Powell. He was the best,
if not the only, fire-eater sn the world, and
it is greatly to be feared that his art ts
dead with hym.”’

After a couple of columns more in a similar
strain, the correspondent signs himself Philo-
pyraphagus Ashburniensts.

In his History of Inventions, Vol. ITI, page
272, 1817 edition, Beckmann thus describes the
process:
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80 as to form a ball about the size of a wal-
nut; sets it on fire; and suffers it to burn
until it is nearly consumed ; he then rolls
round it, while burning, some more flax;
and by these means the fire may be re-
tained in it for a long time. When he
wishes to exhibit he slips the ball unper-
ceived into his mouth, and breathes
through it; which again revives the fire,
8o that a number of weak sparks proceed
from it; and the performer sustains no
hurt, provided he inspire the air not
through the mouth, but the nostrils. By
this art the Rabbi Bar-Cocheba, in the
reign of the Emperor Hadrian, made the
credulous Jews believe that he was the
hoped-for Messiah; and two centuries
after, the Emperor Constantius was
thrown into great terror when Valen-
tinian informed him that he had seen one
of the body-guards breathing out fire and
flames in the evening.

Since Beckmann wrote, the method of pro-
ducing smoke and sparks from the mouth has
been still further improved. The fire can now
be produced in various ways. One way is by
the use of a piece of thick cotton string which
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peated the experiments of Professor
Sementini, but we would not recommend
any except professionals to try the experi-
ments.

Liquid storax is now used to anoint the
tongue when red-hot irons are to be placed
in the mouth. It is claimed that with this
alone a red-hot poker can be licked until it
is cold.

Another formula is given by Griffin, as
follows: 1 bar ivory soap, cut fine, 1
pound of brown sugar, 2 ounces liquid
storax (not the gum). Dissolve in hot
water and add a wine-glassful of carbolic
acid. This is rubbed on all parts liable
to come in contact with the hot articles.
After anointing the mouth with this solu-
tion rinse with strong vinegar.

No performer should attempt to bite off red-
hot iron unless he has a good set of teeth. A
piece of hoop iron may be prepared by bending
it back and forth at a point about one inch
from the end, until the fragment is nearly
broken off, or by cutting nearly through it
with a cold chisel. When the iron has been
heated red-hot, the prepared end is taken be-
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As soon as the fire starts the smoke and
flames completely hide the performer
from the spectators, and he immediately
lies down on the bottom of the cage, plac-
ing the mouth over one of the small air
holes in the floor of the same.

Heat always goes up and will soon cook
the steak.

I deduce from the above that the performer
arises and recovers the steak when the fire
slackens but while there is still sufficient flame
and smoke to mask his action.

It is obvious that the above explanation
covers the baker’s oven mystery as well. In
the case of the oven, however, the inmate is
concealed from start to finish, and this gives
him much greater latitude for his actions. M.
Chabert made the oven the big feature of his
programme and succeeded in puzzling many of
the best informed scientists of his day.

Eating coals of fire has always been one of
the sensational feats of the Fire Kings, as it
is quite generally known that charcoal burns
with an extremely intense heat. This fervent
lunch, however, like many of the feasts of the
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Fire Kings, is produced by trick methods.
Mixed with the charcoal in the brazier are a
few coals of soft white pine, which when burnt
look exactly like charcoal. These will not burn
the mouth as charcoal will. They should be
picked up with a fork which will penetrate the
pine coals, but not the charcoal, the latter be-
ing brittle.

Another method of eating burning coals em-
ploys small balls of burned cotton in a dish of
burning alcohol. When lifted on the fork
these have the appearance of charcoal, but are
harmless if the mouth be immediately closed,
so that the flame is extinguished.

In all feats of fire-eating it should be noted
that the head is thrown well back, so that the
flame may pass out of the open mouth instead
of up into the roof, as it would if the head were
held naturally.

To drink burning oil set fire to a small quan-
tity of kerosene in a ladle. Into this dip an
iron spoon and bring it up to all appearance,
filled with burning oil, though in reality the
spoon is merely wet with the oil. It is carried
blazing to the mouth, where it is tipped, as if to
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pour the oil into the mouth, just as a puff of
breath blows out all the flame. The process is
continued until all the oil in the ladle has been
consumed ; then the ladle is turned bottom up,
in order to show that all the oil has been drunk.

A method of drinking what seems to be
molten lead is given in the Chambers’ Book of
Days, 1863, Vol. I1, page 278:

The performer taking an iron spoon,
holds it up to the spectators, to show that
it is empty; then, dipping it into a pot
containing melted lead, he again shows it
to the spectators full of the molten metal;
then, after putting the spoon in his mouth,
he once more shows it to be empty; and
after compressing his lips, with a look ex-
pressive of pain, he, in a few moments,
ejects from his mouth a piece of lead im-
pressed with the exact form of his teeth.
Ask a spectator what he saw, and he will
say that the performer took a spoonful of
molten lead, placed it in his mouth, and
soon afterwards showed it in a solid state,
bearing the exact form and impression of
his teeth. If deception be insinuated, the
spectator will say. ‘‘No! Having the






116 MIRACLE-MONGERS AND THEIR METHODS

Molten lead, for fire-eating purposes, is
made as follows:

Bismuth ............ 5 oz
Lead .....cc.c...... 3 oz
Block tin............ 2 oz

Melt these together. When the metal has
cooled, a piece the size of a silver quarter can
be melted and taken into the mouth and held
there until it hardens. This alloy will melt in
boiling water. Robert-Houdin calls it Arcet’s
metal, but I cannot find the name elsewhere.
The eating of burning brimstone is an en-
tirely fake performance. A number of small
pieces of brimstone are shown, and then
wrapped in cotton which has been saturated
with a half-and-half mixture of kerosene and
gasoline, the surplus oil having been squeezed
out so there shall be no drip. When these are
lighted they may be held in the palm of any
hand which has been anointed with one of the
fire mixtures described in this chapter. Then
throw back the head, place the burning ball in
the mouth, and a freshly extinguished candle
can be lighted from the flame. Close the lips












120 MIRACLE-MONGERS AND THEIR METHODS

swallowed and the inside of his mouth was
also terribly burnt. He was taken into a
chemist’s shop and oils were administered
and applied, but afterwards in agonizing
frenzy he escaped in a state almost of
nudity from a lodging house and was cap-
tured by the police and taken to the work-
house infirmary, where he remains in a
dreadful condition.

Remember! Always have a large blanket at
hand to smother flames in burning clothing—
also a bucket of water and a quantity of sand.
A siphon of carbonic water is an excellent fire
extinguisher.

The gas of gasoline is heavier than air, so
a container should never be held above a flame.
Keep kerosene and gasoline containers well
corked and at a distance from fire.

Never inhale breath while performing with
fire. Flame drawn into the lungs ts fatal to
life.

So much for the entertaining side of the art.
There are, however, some further scientific
principles so interesting that I reserve them
for another chapter.



CHAPTER SEVEN

THE SPHEROIDAL CONDITION OF LIQUIDS.
——WHY THE HAND MAY BE DIPPED IN
MOLTEN METALS.— PRINCIPLES OF
HEAT-RESISTANCE PUT TO PRACTICAL
USES: ALDINI, 1829——IN EARLY FIRE-
FIGHTING——TEMPERATURES THE BODY
CAN ENDURE.

HE spheroidal condition of liquids was dis-
covered by Leidenfrost, but M. Boutigny

was the first to give thissingular subject careful
investigation. From time out of mind the test
of letting a drop of water fall on the face of
a hot flat-iron has been employed to discover
whether it may safely be used. Everybody
knows that if it is not too hot the water will
spread over the surface and evaporate; but if
it is too hot, the water will glance off without
wetting the iron, and if this drop be allowed
to fall on the hand it will be found that it is
still cool. The fact is that the water never

121
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Rendus, in which he notes that ‘‘the portion
of the hands which are not immersed in the
fused metal, but are exposed to the action of
the heat radiated from its surface, experience
a painful sensation of heat.”” He adds that
when the hand was dampened with ether
‘‘there was no sensation of heat, but, on the
contrary, an agreeable feeling of coolness.”

Beckmann, in his History of Inventions,
Vol. I1., page 122, says:

In the month of September, 1765, when
I visited the copper works at Awested,
one of the workmen, for a little drink
money, took some of the melted copper in
his hand, and after showing it to us, threw
it against the wall. He then squeezed the
fingers of his horny hand close together,
put it for a few minutes under his armpit,
to make it sweat, as he said; and, taking
it again out, drew it over a ladle filled with
melted copper, some of which he skimmed
off, and moved his hand backwards and
forwards, very quickly, by way of ostenta-
tion.

‘While I was viewing this performance,
I remarked a smell like that of singed
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against the action of flames so as to enable
firemen to carry on their operations with
safety. His experiment is stated to have
given satisfaction. The pompiers were
clothed in asbestos, over which was a net-
work of iron. Some of them, it was stated,
who wore double gloves of amianthus, held
a red-hot bar during four minutes.

Sir David Brewster, in his Letters on Nat-
ural Magic, page 305, gives a more detailed
account of Aldini, from which the natural de-
duction is that the Chevalier was a showman
with an intellect fully up to the demands of
his art. Sir David says:

In our own times the art of defending
the hands and face, and indeed the whole
body, from the action of heated iron and
intense fire, has been applied to the nobler
purpose of saving human life, and rescu-
ing property from the flames. The revival
and the improvement of this art we owe
to the benevolence and the ingenuity of
the Chevalier Aldini of Milan, who has
travelled through all Europe to present
this valuable gift to his species. Sir H.
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bodies. The piece of ancient asbestos
cloth preserved in the Vatican was formed,
we believe, by mixing the asbestos with
other fibrous substances; but M. Aldini
has executed a piece of nearly the same
size, 9 feet 5 inches long, and 5 feet
3 inches wide, which is much stronger
than the ancient piece, and possesses
superior qualities, in consequence of
having been woven without the intro-
duction of any foreign substance. In this
manufacture the fibers are prevented
from breaking by action of steam, the
cloth is made loose in its fabric, and the
threads are about the fiftieth of an inch
in diameter.

The metallic dress which is superadded
to these means of defence consists of five
principal pieces, viz., a casque or cap, with
a mask large enough to leave a proper
space between it and the asbestos cap; a
cuirass with its brassets; a piece of armour
for the trunk and thighs; a pair of boots
of double wire-gauze; and an oval shield
5 feet long by 214, feet wide, made by
stretching the wire-gauze over a slender
frame of iron. All these pieces are made
of iron wire-gauze, having the interval be-
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tures. Sir Charles Blagden went into a
room where the heat was 1° or 2° above
260°, and remained eight minutes in this
situation, frequently walking about to all
the different parts of the room, but stand-
ing still most of the time in the coolest spot,
where the heat was above 240°. The air,
though very hot, gave no pain, and Sir
Charles and all the other gentlemen were
of opinion that they could support a much
greater heat. During seven minutes Sir
C. Blagden’s breathing continued per-
fectly good, but after that time he felt an
oppression in his lungs, with a sense of
anxiety, which induced him to leave the
room. His pulse was then 144, double its
ordinary quickness. In order to prove
that there was no mistake respecting the
degree of heat indicated by the thermom-
eter, and that the air which they breathed
was capable of producing all the well-
known effects of such a heat on inanimate
matter, they placed some eggs and a beef-
steak upon a tin frame near the thermom-
eter, but more distant from the furnace
than from the wall of the room. In the
space of twenty minutes the eggs were
roasted quite hard, and in forty-seven
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accompanied by five or six of his friends,
entered the furnace, and, after remaining
two minutes, they brought out a thermom-
eter which stood at 320°. Some of the
party experienced sharp pains in the tips
of their ears, and in the septum of the
nose, while others felt a pain in their eyes.



CHAPTER EIGHT

SWORD-SWALLOWERS: CLIQUOT, DELNO
FRITZ, DEODATA, A RAZOR-SWALLOWER,
AN UMBRELLA-SWALLOWER, WILLIAM
DEMPSTER, JOHN CUMMING, EDITH CLIF-
FORD, VICTORINA.

T has sometimes been noted in the forego-
ing pages, that fire-eaters, finding it dif-
ficult to invent new effects in their own sphere,
have strayed into other fields of endeavor in
order to amplify their programmes. Thus we
find them resorting to the allied arts of poison-
eating, sword-swallowing and the stunts of the
so-called Human Ostrich.

In this connection I consider it not out of
place for me to include a description of a num-
. ber of those who have, either through unusual
gifts of nature or through clever artifice, seem-
ingly submitted to tests which we have been
taught to believe were far and away beyond
the outposts of human endurance. By the in-

137
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troduction of these thrills each notable new-
comer has endeavored to go his predecessors
one better, and the issue of challenges to all
comers to match these startling effects has
been by no means infrequent, but I fail to dis-
cover a single acceptance of such a challenge.

To accomplish the sword-swallowing feat,
it is only necessary to overcome the nausea
that results from the metal’s touching the
mucous membrane of the pharynx, for there
is an unobstructed passage, large enough to
accommodate several of the thin blades used,
from the mouth to the bottom of the stomach.
This passage is not straight, but the passing
of the sword straightens it. Some throats are
more sensitive than others, but practice will
soon accustom any throat to the passage of
the blade. When a sword with a sharp point
is used the performer secretly slips a rubber
cap over the point to guard against accident.

It is said that the medical fraternity first
learned of the possibility of overcoming the
sensgitiveness of the pharynx by investigating
the methods of the sword-swallowers.

Cliquot, who was one of the most prominent
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To say the preliminary training for this
sort of thing is painful, is to state the
fact most moderately ; and even when stern
purpose has triumphed over the laws of
anatomy, terrible danger still remains.

On one occasion having swallowed a
sword, and then bent his body in different
directions, as an adventurous sensation,
Cliquot found that the weapon also had
bent to a sharp angle; and quick as
thought, realizing his own position as well
as that of the sword, he whipped it out,
tearing his throat in a dreadful manner.
Plainly, had the upper part of the weapon
become detached, the sword swallower’s
career must infallibly have come to an
untimely end. Again, in New York, when
swallowing 14 nine-inch bayonet swords
at once, Cliquot had the misfortune to
have a too sceptical audience, one of whom,
a medical man who ought to have known
better, rushed forward and impulsively
dragged out the whole bunch, inflicting
such injuries upon this peculiar enter-
tainer as to endanger his life, and inca-
pacitate him for months.

In one of his acts Cliquot swallows a
real bayonet sword, weighted with a cross-
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sible things, and disgorge them after the per-
formance is over. That the disgorging is not
always successful is evidenced by the hospital
records of many surgical operations on per-
formers of this class, when quantities of solid
matter are found lodged in the stomach.

Delno Fritz was not only an excellent sword-
swallower, but a good showman as well. The
last time I saw him he was working the ‘‘halls’’
in England. I hope he saved his money, for
he was a clean man with a clean reputation,
and, I can truly say, he was a master in his
manner of indulging his appetite for the cold
steel.

Deodota, an Italian Magician, was also a
sword-swallower of more than average ability.
He succumbed to the lure of commercialism
finally, and is now in the jewelry business in
the ‘‘down-town district’’ of New York City.

Sword-swallowing may be harmlessly im-
itated by the use of a fake sword with a tele-
scopic blade, which slides into the handle.
Voain, the Paris manufacturer of magical ap-
paratus, made swords of this type, but they
were generally used in theatrical enchantment
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That is to say, the swallowing was fair enough,
but the sharp razors, after being tested by
cutting hairs, etc, were exchanged for dull
duplicates, in a manner that, in better hands,
might have been effective. This chap belonged
to the great army of unconscious exposers, and
the ‘“‘switch’’ was quite apparent to all save
the most careless observers.

His apparatus consisted of a fancy rack on
which three sharp razors were displayed, and
a large bandanna handkerchief, in which there
were several pockets of the size to hold a razor,
the three dull razors being loaded in this. After
testing the edge of the sharp razors, he pre-
tended to wipe them, one by one, with the hand-
kerchief, and under cover of this he made the
‘‘switch’’ for the dull ones, which he proceeded
to swallow in the orthodox fashion. His work
was crude, and the ecrowd was inclined to poke
fun at him.

I have seen one of these performers on the
street, in London, swallow a borrowed um-
brella, after carefully wiping the ferrule, and
then return it to its owner only slighty damp-

ened from its unusual journey. A borrowed
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diately given, and surgical aid procured,
but the knife had passed beyond the reach
of instruments, and now remains in his
stomach. He has since been attended by
most of the medical gentlemen of this
city; and we understand that no very
alarming symptoms have yet appeared,
and that it is possible he may exist a con-
giderable time, even in this awkward state.
His sufferings at first were very severe,
but he is now, when not in motion, com-
paratively easy. The knife is 914 inches
long, 1 inch broad in the blade, round
pointed, and a handle of bone, and may
generally be distinctly felt by applying
the finger to the unfortunate man’s belly;
but occasionally, however, from change of
its situation it is not perceptible. A brief
notice of the analogous case of John Cum-
ming, an American sailor, may not be un-
acceptable to our readers. About the year
1799 he, in imitation of some jugglers
whose exhibition he had then witnessed, in
an hour of intoxication, swallowed four
clasp knives such as sailors commonly use;
all of which passed from him in a few days
without much inconvenience. Six years
afterward, he swallowed fourteen knives
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with it for five years, and now, after eighteen
years of service, she stands well up among the
stars. She has swallowed a 26-inch blade, but
the physicians advise her not to indulge her
appetite for such luxuries often, as it is quite
dangerous. Blades of 18 or 20 inches give her
no trouble whatever.

In the spring of 1919 I visited the Ringling
Bros., and the Barnum & Bailey Show espe-
cially to witness Mlle. Clifford’s act. In ad-
dition to swallowing the customary swords
and sabers she introduced such novelties as a
specially constructed razor, with a blade five
or six times the usual length, a pair of scissors
of unusual size, a saw which is 214 inches wide
at the broadest point, with ugly looking teeth,
although somewhat rounded at the points, and
several other items quite unknown to the bill-
of-fare of ordinary mortals. A set of ten thin
blades slip easily down her throat and are re-
moved one at a time.

The sensation of her act is reached when the
point of a bayonet, 2314 inches long, fastened
to the breech of a cannon, is placed in her
mouth and the piece discharged; the recoil
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back and forth she may even twist instru-
ments in her throat. To bend the body
aftor one has swallowed a sword is a dan-
gerous feat, even for a professional swal-
lower. There is a possibility of severing
some of the ligaments of the throat or else
Inrge arteries or veins. Victorina has al-
ready had several narrow escapes.

On ono occasion, while sword-swallow-
ing before a Boston audience, a sword
picrced a vein in her throat. The blade
was half-way down, but instead of imme-
diately drawing it forth, she thrust it
farther. She was laid up in a hospital
for three months after this performance.

In Chicago she had a still narrower
escape. One day while performing at a
museum on Clark Street, Victorina passed
a long thin dagger down her throat. In
withdrawing it, the blade snapped in two,
leaving the pointed portion some distance
in the passage. The woman nearly fainted
when she realized what had occurred, but,
by a masterful effort, controlled her feel-
ings. Dropping the hilt of the dagger on
the floor, she leaned forward, and placing
her finger and thumb down her throat,
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just succeeded in catching the end of the
blade. Had it gone down an eighth of an
inch farther her ceath would have been
certain.
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into his mouth together, he swallows them
all down, one after another; then (first
spitting) he drinks a glass of beer after
them. He devours about half a peck of
these stones every day, and when he clinks
upon his stomach, or shakes his body, you
may hear the stones rattle as if they were
in a sack, all of which in twenty-four
hours are resolved. Once in three weeks
he voids a great quantity of sand, after
which he has a fresh appetite for these
stones, as we have for our victuals, and by
these, with a cup of beer, and a pipe of
tobacco, he has his whole subsistence.

From a modern point of view the Doctor
““looks easy.”’

The Book of Wonderful Characters con-
tinues:

Platerus speaks of a beggar boy, who
for four farthings would suddenly swal-
low many stones which he met with by
chance in any place, though they were big
as walnuts, so filling his belly that by the
collision of them while they were pressed,
the sound was distinctly heard. Father
Paulian says that a true lithophagus, or
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or no serum, and in two hours time it be-
came as fragile as coral.

He was unable to pronounce more than
a few words, such as Out, Non, Catllou,
Bon. ‘‘He has been taught,’’ adds the
pious father, evidently pleased with the
docility of his interesting pupil, ‘‘to make
the sign of the cross, and was baptized some
months ago in the church of St. Come, at
Paris. The respect he shows to eccless-
astics and his ready disposstion to please
them, afforded me the opportunity of
satisfying myself as to all these par-
ticulars; and I am fully convinced that he
t8 no cheat.”’

Here is the advertisement of a stone-eater
who appeared in England in 1788.

An Extraordinary Stone-Eater
The Original
STONE-EATER
The Only One in the World,

Has arrived, and means to pérform this,
and every day (Sunday excepted) at Mr.
Hatch’s, trunk maker, 404 Strand, op-
posite Adelphi.
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sons in the World, so indigestible a Meal,
which he repeats from twelve at noon to
seven.

Any Lady or Gentleman may bring
Black Flints or Pebbles with them.
N. B.—His Merit is fully demonstrated
by Dr. Monroe, who in his Medical Com-
mentary, 1772, and several other Gentle-
men of the Faculty. Likewise Dr. John
Hunter and Sir Joseph Banks can witness
the Surprising Performance of this most
Extraordinary STONE-EATER.

Admittance, Two shillings and Six
pence.

A Private Performance for five guineas
on short notice.

A Spanish stone-eater exhibited at the Rich-
mond Theater, on August 2nd, 1790, and an-
other at a later date, at the Great Room, late
Globe Tavern, corner of Craven Street,
Strand.

All of these phenomenal gentry claimed to
subsist entirely on stones, but their modern
followers hardly dare make such claims, so
that the art has fallen into disrepute.

A number of years ago, in London,
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pole, at the top of which little Massay went
through the regular routine of posturings.
After years spent in this work, my aged friend
became 80 used to his job that he did it auto-
matically, and scarcely gave a thought to the
boy at the top. One warm day, however, he
carried his indifference a trifle too far, and
dropped into a quiet nap, from which he woke
only to find that the pole was falling and had
already gone too far to be recovered, but the
agility of the boy saved him from injury. As
my knowledge of Japanese is limited to the
more polite forms, I cannot repeat the remarks
of the lad.

Until a comparatively recent date, incred-
ible as it may seem, frog-swallowers were far
from uncommon on the bills of the Continental
theaters. The most prominent, Norton, a
Frenchman, was billed as a leading feature in
the high-class houses of Europe. I saw him
work at the Apollo Theater, Nuremberg, where
I was to follow him in ; and during my engage-
ment at the Circus Busch, Berlin, we were on
the same programme, which gave me an oppor-
tunity to watch him closely.
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Years ago I saw a colored poison-eater at
Worth’s Museum, New York City, who told
me that he escaped the noxious effects of the
drugs by eating quantities of oatmeal mush.

Another colored performer took an ordinary
bottle, and, after breaking it, would bite off
chunks, crunch them with his teeth, and finally
swallow them. I have every reason to believe
that his performance was genuine.

The beer-drinking of Norton was a more re-
fined version of the so-called water-spouting of
previous generations, in which the returning
was done openly, a performance that could not
fail to disgust a modern audience. To be sure,
in the days of the Dime Museum, a Negro who
returned the water worked those houses; but
his performance met with little approval, and
it is years gince I have heard of such an exhibi-
tion.

The first water-spouter of whom I find a
record was Blaise Manfrede or de Manfre,
who toured Europe about the middle of the
seventeenth century. An interesting account
of this man may be found in my book The Un-
masking of Robert Houdin.
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the more sought after in France, he came
by the advice of two English friends to
England, where the trick was new. Here
—the cause of it being utterly unknown—
he seems for a time to have gulled and as-
tonished the public to no small extent, and
to his great profit.

Before long, however, the whole mys-
tery was cleared up by his two friends,
who had probably not received the share
of the profits to which they thought them-
selves entitled. Their somewhat circum-
stantial account runs as follows.

To prepare his body for so hardy a task,
before he makes his appearance on the
stage, he takes a pill about the quantity of
a hazel nut, confected with the gall of an
heifer, and wheat flour baked. After
which he drinks privately in his chamber
four or five pints of luke-warm water, to
take all the foulness and slime from his
stomach, and to avoid that loathsome spec-
tacle which otherwise would make thick
the water, and offend the eye of the ob-
server,

In the first place, he presents you with a
pail of luke-warm water, and sixteen
glasses in a basket, but you are to under-
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will force him into a sudden capacity to
vomit, which vomit upon so much warm
water, is for the most part so violent on
him, that he cannot forbear if he would.

You are again to understand that all
that comes from him is red of itself, or has
a tincture of it from the first Brazil water;
but by degrees, the more water he drinks,
as on every new trial he drinks as many
glasses of water as his stomach will con-
tain, the water that comes from him will
grow paler and paler. Having then made
his essay on claret, and proved it to be of
the same complexion, he again drinks
four or five glasses of luke-warm water,
and brings forth claret and beer at once
into two several glasses: now you are to
observe that the glass which appears to be
claret is rinsed as before, but the beer
glass not rinsed at all, but is still moist
with the white-wine vinegar, and the first
strength of the Brazil water being lost,
it makes the water which he vomits up to
be of a more pale colour, and much like
our English beer.

He then brings his rouse again, and
drinks up fifteen or sixteen glasses of
luke-warm water, which the pail will
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which it was washed) will give it a colour
like it. You are to understand, that when
he gives you the colour of 80 many wines,
he never washes the glass, but at his first
evacuation, the strength of the vinegar be-
ing no wise compatible with the colour of
the Brazil water.

Having performed this task, he will
then give you a show of rose-water; and
this indeed, he does so cunningly, that it
is not the show of rose-water, but rose-
water itself. If you observe him, you will
find that either behind the pail where his
luke-warm water is, or behind the basket
in which his glasses are, he will have on
purpose a glass of rose-water prepared
for him. After he has taken it, he will
make the spectators believe that he drank
nothing but the luke-warm water out of
the pail ; but he saves the rose-water in the
glass, and holding his hand in an indirect
way, the people believe, observing the
water dropping from his fingers, that it is
nothing but the water out of the pail.
After this he will drink four or five glasses
more out of the pail, and then comes up
the rose-water, to the admiration of the
beholders. You are to understand, that
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men and personages of honour to make the
like evacuation in milk, as he made a sem-
blance in wine. You are to understand
that when he goes into another room, and
drinks two or three pints of milk. On his
return, which is always speedy, he goes
first to his pail, and afterwards to his
vomit. The milk which comes from him
looks curdled, and shows like curdled milk
and drink. If there be no milk ready to
be had, he will excuse himself to his spec-
tators, and make a large promise of what
he will perform the next day, at which
time being sure to have milk enough to
serve his turn, he will perform his prom-
ise.
His milk he always drinks in a with-
drawing room, that it may not be dis-
covered, for that would be too apparent,
nor has he any other shift to evade the
discerning eye of the observers.

It is also to be considered that he never
comes on the stage (as he does sometimes
three or four times in a day) but he first
drinks the Brazil water, without which he
can do nothing at all, for all that comes
from him has a tincture of the red, and
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it only varies and alters according to the
abundance of water which he takes, and
the strength of the white-wine vinegar, in
which all the glasses are washed.



CHAPTER TEN

DEFIERS OF POISONOUS REPTILES: THARDO;
MRS. LEARN, DEALER IN RATTLESNAKES.
—SIR ARTHUR THURLOW CUNYNGHAME
ON ANTIDOTES FOR SNAKE-BITE—JACK
THE VIPER—WILLIAM OLIVER, 1735——
THE ADVICE OF CORNELIUS HEINRICH
AGRIPPA, (1486-1535).——AN AUSTRALIAN
SNAKE STORY.——ANTIDOTES FOR VARI-
OUS POISONS.

BOUT twenty-two years ago, during one of
my many engagements at Kohl and Mid-
dleton’s, Chicago, there appeared at the same
house a marvelous ‘‘rattle-snake poison de-
fier’’ named Thardo. I watched her act with
deep interest for a number of weeks, never
missing a single performance. For the simple
reason that I worked within twelve feet from
her, my statement that there was absolutely
no fake attached to her startling performance
can be taken in all seriousness, as the details
are still fresh in my mind.
176
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flesh, she would coolly tear him from the wound
and allow one of the physicians present to ex-
tract a portion of the venom and immediately
inject it into a rabbit, with the result that the
poor creature would almost instantly go into
convulsions and would soon die in great agony.

Another rattle-snake defier is a resident of
San Antonio, Texas. Her name is Learn, and
she once told me that she was the preceptor of
Thardo. This lady deals in live rattle-snakes
and their by-products—rattle-snake skin,
which is used for fancy bags and purses;
rattle-snake oil, which is highly esteemed in
some quarters as a specific for rheumatism;
and the venom, which has a pharmaceutical
value.

She employs a number of men as snake
trappers. Their usual technique is to pin the
rattler to the ground by means of a forked
stick thrust dexterously over his neck, after
which he is conveyed into a bag made for the
purpose. Probably the cleverest of her trap-
pers is a Mexican who has a faculty of catching
these dangerous creatures with his bare hands.
The story goes that this chap has been bitten
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press either pleasure or pain at his will.
Some were purchased by individuals, and
Jack pocketed his gains, observing, ‘“A
frog, or a mouse, occasionally, is enough
for a snake’s satisfaction.”

The Naturalist’s Cabinet says, that ¢‘In
presence of the Grand Duke of Tuscany,
while the philosophers were making elab-
orate dissertations on the danger of the
poison of vipers, taken inwardly, a viper
catcher, who happened to be present, re-
quested that a quantity of it might be put
into a vessel; and then, with the utmost
confidence, and to the astonishment of the
whole company, he drank it off. Everyone
expected the man instantly to drop down
dead ; but they soon perceived their mis-
take, and found that, taken inwardly, the
Ppoison was as harmless as water.”’

William Oliver, a viper catcher at Bath,
was the first who discovered that, by the
application of olive oil, the bite of the
viper is effectually cured. On the first of
June, 1735, he suffered himself to be bitten
by an old black viper; and after enduring
the agonizing symptoms of approaching
death, by using olive oil he perfectly re-
covered.
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choice, with his wife and three children
emigrated to Victoria. He arrived in
Melbourne with one hundred and fifty
pounds in his pocket, and hope unlimited
in his heart.

Poor man! He, like many another man,
quickly discovered that muscles in Aus-
tralia are more marketable than brains.
His little store of money began to melt
under the necessities of his wife and fam-
ily. To make matters worse he was visited
by a severe illness. He was confined to his
bed for some weeks, and during his con-
valescence his wife presented him with an-
other of those ‘‘blessings to the poor
man,’’ a son.

It was Christmas time, his health was
thoroughly restored, he naturally pos-
sessed a vigorous constitution; but his
heart was begining to fail him, and his
funds were sinking lower and lower.

At last one day, returning from a long
and solitary walk, he sat down with pen
and paper and made a calculation by
which he found he had sufficient money
left to pay the insurance upon his life for
one year, which, in the case of his death
occurring within that time, would bring to
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charmer was holding his exhibition. He
offered himself to be experimented upon;
the fanatic snake-charmer was delighted,
and an appointment was made for the
same evening as soon as the ‘‘show”’
should be over.

The evening came ; the unfortunate man
kept his appointment, and, in the presence
of several witnesses, who tried to dissuade
him from the trial, bared his arm and
placed it in the cage of an enraged cobra
and was quickly bitten. The nostrum was
applied apparently in the same manner as
it had been to the lower animals which had
that evening been experimented upon,
but whether it was that the poor fellow
wilfully did something to prevent its tak-
ing effect—or whatever the reason—he
soon became insensible, and in a couple of
hours he was taken home to his wife and
family—a corpse. The next morning the
snake-charmer had flown, and left his
snakes behind him.,

The insurance company at first refused
payment of the policy, asserting that the
death was suicide ; the case was tried and
the company lost it, and the widow re-
ceived the three thousand pounds. The
snake-charmer was sought in vain; he had
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air, then turn him over on the back so that the
lungs may fill again, repeating this again and
again till the doctor arrives. The best stimu-
lants are strong tea or coffee; but when these
are not sufficient, a tablespoon of brandy,
whisky, or wine may be added.

Vegetable and mineral poisons, with few ex-
ceptions, act as efficiently in the blood as in the
" stomach. Animal poisons act only through
the blood, and are inert when introduced into
the stomach. Therefore there is absolutely no
danger in sucking the virus from a snake bite,
except that the virus should not be allowed to
touch any spot where the skin is broken.

The following list of antidotes is taken largely
from Appleton’s Medical Dictionary, and Soll-
mann’s A Manual of Pharmacology, Phila-
delphia, 1917, pages 56 and 57, and has been
verified by comparison with various other
authorities at the library of the Medical So-
ciety of the County of New York:

Arsenic Induce vomiting with a dessert-spoonful
of ground mustard in tepid water. Also
put the finger in the throat to induce
retching. When the stomach has been

emptied, give the patient all the milk
= can take,
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Aconite

Aleohol

Belladonna

Bitter-sweet
" Blue vitriol

Cantharides

Chloral

Camphor

Conium (Hemlock)
Carbolic Aecid

Calomel

Corrosive Sublimate
Croton Oil

Colocynth

Ergot

Food cooked in a
copper vessel

Fish poison

Gases

Green coloring

matter
Hellebore
Hyoscyamus
Iodine

Induce vomiting as above. Also give ae-
tive purgative. Stimulate with strong
tea or coffee. Keep the patient roused.

Same as for aconite.

Same as for aconite.

Same as for aconite.

Induce vomiting as in arsenic. Then give .
milk, or white of egg, or mucilage.
Induce vomiting. Give soothing drimks.
No oil. Rub abdomen with camphor,

or camphorated oil.

Same as for aeonite.

Same as for aconite.

Same as for aconite.

White of egg in water, or olive oil, fol-
lowed by a large quantity of milk.

Give white of egg, followed by milk, or
flour gruel.

Same as for calomel.

Induce vomiting. Also give strong purga-
tive as soon as possible. Stimulate with
strong tea or coffee.

Same as for croton oil.

Same as for aconite.

Same as for blue vitriol.

Same as for croton oil.

Plenty of fresh air. Inhale ammonia
(not too strong). Artificial respiration
if necessary. Stimulate with strong tea
or coffee,

Same as for arsenie.
Same as for aconite,
Same as for aconite,
@Give starch.
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Nux Vomiea
Oxalie Acid
Opinm

Prussic Acid

Paris Green
Phosphorus
Rough on Rats
Strychnin
Sulphuric Acid
Toadstool
Turpentine
Tin

Verdigris
Vermilion
White vitriol
Zine

For Snake-bite

Same as for aconite

Same as for ecalomel
mueilage. No o

Same as for ealomel

Spasms may be quieted by inhaling ether.

Induce vomiting. Give Carbonate of
Magnesia, or lime-water.

QGive common salt in water, or earbonate
of soda in solution, followed by milk,
or white of egg.

Same as for aconite.

Same as for nitric acid.

Same as for morphine.

Not much ean be done, as fatal dose kills
in from three to five minutes. Dilute
ammonia given instantly might save
life.

Same as for arsenie.

Same as for mateches.

Same as for arsenie.

Same as for morphine.

Strong soap-suds.

Same 28 for morphine.

Same as for morphine.

Same as for nitrate of silver.

Same as for arsenic.

Same as for calomel.

Same as for nitrate of silver.

Same as for nitrate of silver.

The best general treatment for snake-bite
is to tie a ligature tightly above the
wound, then suck out as much of the
virus as possible. Give the patient
large quantities of whisky or brandy,
to induce intoxication. Incise the
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,wound with a red-hot nail, or knitting
needle. Keep the patient intoxicated
till the doctor arrives.

For Burns All burns are more painful when exposed
to the air. For lesser burns a cloth
saturated with a strong solution of
bicarbonate of soda (common cooking
soda) laid on the burn is probably best.
This is soothing and keeps out the air.

For burning clothes Do not allow the victim to run about, for
that increases the flames. Throw her—
these accidents usually occur to women
—on the floor and smother the flames
with a blanket, rug, or large garment.
Then, if the burns are severe, place
her in a bath at a temperature of 100°
or over, keeping her there till the doctor
arrives. (ive stimulants. Do not touch
the burns more than is absolutely un-
avoidable,

For Burns of Acids Dash cold water on the burns, then eover
with lime-water and sweet oil, or lin-
seed oil.

For Burns of

Caustic Alkalies Apply vinegar.

Glass, coarse or  (ive the patient large quantities of bread

powdered crumbs, and then induce vomiting.

Ivy poison ‘Wash at once with soap and water; using
scrubbing brush. Then lay on cloths
saturated with strong solution bicar-
bonate of soda. Give cooling drinks.
Keep the patient quiet and on a low
diet.
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by his disadvantageous situation; at-
tempting and often doing, what he hears
other strong men have done, without mak-
ing use of the same advantages.

About six years ago he pulled against
a horse, sitting on the ground with his feet
against two stumps driven into the
ground, but without the advantage repre-
sented by the first figure, Plate 19; for
the horse pulling against him drew up-
wards at a considerable angle, such as is
represented in the second figure in that
plate, when hN is the line of traction,
which makes the angle of traction to be
NhL: and in this case his strength was
no farther employed than to keep his legs
and thighs straight, so as to make them
act like the long arm of a bended lever,
represented by Lh, on whose end h the
trunk of his body rested as a weight,
against which the horse drew, applying
his power at right angles to the end 1 of
the short arm of said lever, the center of
the motion being a L at the bottom of the
stumps?, o (for to draw obliquely by a rope
fastened at h is the same as to draw by an
arm of a lever at I L, because ! L is a line
drawn perpendicularly from the center of
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standing in a frame above it, and taking
hold of a chain that was fastened to it.
By this I reckon that he may be almost
as strong again as those who are generally
reckoned as the strongest men, they gener-
ally lifting no more than 400 lib. in that
manner. The weakest men who are in
health and not too fat, lift about 125 lib.
having about half the strength of the
strongest. (N.B. This sort of compari-
son is chiefly in relation to the muscles of
the loins; because in doing this one must
stoop forward a little. 'We must also add
the weight of the body to the weight lifted.
So that if the weakest man’s body weighs
150 lib. that added to 125 lib. makes the
whole weight lifted by him 275 lib. Then
if the stronger man’s body weighs also 150
lib. the whole weight lifted by him will be
550 lib. that is, 400 lib. and the 150 lib.
which his body weighs. Topham weighs
about 200 lib. which added to the 800 lib.
that he lifts, makes 1000 lib. But he ought
to lift 900 lib. besides the weight of his
body, to be as strong again as a man of
150 lib.-weight who can lift 400 lib.
Now as all men are not proportionably

strong in every part, but some are stronger .
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who won the name of a second Samson by a
series of feats of strength that to the people
of that day seemed little short of superhuman.
Dr. Desaguliers, in his Ezpertmental Philos-
ophy, gives the following account of Joyce and
his methods.

About thirty years ago one Joyce,® a
Kentish man, famous for his great
strength (tho’ not quite so strong as the
King of Poland, by the accounts we have
of that Prince) shewed several feats in
London and the country, which so much
surprised the spectators, that he was by
most people called the second Sampson.*
But tho’ the postures which he had learned
to put his body into, and found out by
practice without any mechanical theory,
were such as would make a man of com-
mon strength do such feats as would ap-
pear surprising to everybody that did not
know the advantages of those positions of
the body; yet nobody then attempted to
draw against horses, or raise great

10r William Joy.
2 This is the spelling used by Joyce, Eckeberg and others,
for the Samson of the Bible.
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toured Europe with a remarkable performance
along the same lines as Joyce’s. Dr. Desagu-
liers saw this man and has this to say of him:

After having seen him once, I guessed
at his manner of imposing on the multi-
tude; and being resolved to be fully satis-
fied in the matter, I took four very curious
persons with me to see him again, viz. the
Lord Marquis of T'ulltbardine, Dr. Alez-
ander Stuart, Dr. Pringle, and a me-
chanical workman, who used to assist me
in my courses of experiments. We placed
ourselves in such a manner round the
operator, as to be able to observe nicely
all that he did, and found it so practicable
that we performed several of his feats that
evening by ourselves, and afterwards I did
most of the rest as soon as I had a frame
made to fit in to draw, and another to
stand in and lift great weights, together
with a proper girdle and hooks.

Dr. Desaguliers illustrates Van Eckenberg’s
methods in a very exhaustive set of notes and
plates, which are too technical and voluminous
to repeat here, but I will quote sufficiently
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B is a feather bed upon which the performer
falls.

The posture of Fig. 4 Plate 19 (where
the strong man having an anvil on his
breast or belly, suffers another man to
strike with a sledge hammer and forge
a piece of iron, or cut a bar cold with
chizzels) tho’ it seems surprising to some
people, has nothing in it to be really
wondered at; for sustaining the anvil is
the whole matter, and the heavier the anvil
is, the less the blows are felt: And if the
anvil was but two or three times heavier
than the hammer, the strong man would
be killed by a few blows; for the more
matter the anvil has, the more tnertta and
the less liable it is to be struck out of its
Place; because when it has by the blow
receiv’d the whole momentum of the ham-
mer, its velocity will be so much less than
that of the hammer as it has more matter
than the hammer. Neither are we to at-
tribute to the anvil a velocity less than the
hammer in a reciprocal proportion of
their masses or quantities of matter; for
that would happen only if the anvil was
to hang freely in the air (for example)
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strike with large hammers. 4thly. A
stone of a hundred pounds weight is put
on her body, and beat to pieces with a
hammer. 5thly. She lies down on the
ground, and suffers a stone of 1500 pounds
weight to be laid on her breasts, in which
position she speaks to the audience, and
drinks a glass of wine, then throws the
stone off her body by mere strength, with-
out any assistance. Lastly, she lifts an an-
vil of 200 pound weight from the ground
with her own hair. To begin exactly at six
o’clock.

At present the stunt with the two chairs and
the six men is being exhibited as a hypnotic
test.

Giovanni Battista Belzoni, the famous
Egyptian archeologist, who was a man of
gigantic stature, began his public career as a
strongman at the Bartholomew Fair, under the
management of Gyngell, the conjuror, who
dubbed him The Young Hercules. Shortly
afterward he appeared at Sadler’s Wells
Theater, where he created a profound sensa-
tion, under the name of The Patagonian Sam-
gson. The feature of his act was carrying a
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pyramid of from seven to ten men in a manner
never before attempted. He wore a sort of
harness with footholds for the men, and when
all were in position he moved about the stage
with perfect ease, soliciting ‘‘kind applause’’
by waving a flag. He afterwards became a
magician, and after various other ventures he
finally landed in Egypt, where his discoveries
were of such a nature as to secure for him
an enviable position in ‘“Who’s Who in
Archeology.”’



CHAPTER TWELVE

CONTEMPORARY STRONG PEOPLE: CHARLES
JEFFERSON; LOUIS CYR; JOHN GRUN
MARX; WILLIAM LE ROY.——THE NAIL
KING, THE HUMAN CLAW-HAMMER ; ALEX-
ANDER WEYER; MEXICAN BILLY WELLS;
A FOOLHARDY ITALIAN; WILSON; HER-
MAN; SAMPSON; SANDOW; YUCCA; LA
BLANCHE ; LULU HURST.—THE GEORGIA
MAGNET, THE ELECTRIC GIRL, ETC;
ANNIE ABBOTT; MATTIE LEE PRICE——
THE TWILIGHT OF THE FREAKS.—THE
DIME MUSEUMS.

FEATS of strength have always interested
me greatly, so that in my travels around
the world I have made it a point to come in
contact with the most powerful human beings
of my generation. The one among these who
deserves first mention is Charles Jefferson,
with whose achievements I became quite fa-
miliar while we were working in the same
museum many years ago. 1 am convinced that
he must have been the strongest man of his
220
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he made records in lifting which, to the best
of my knowledge, no other man has been able
to duplicate.

John*Grun Marx, a Luxemberger, must have
been among the strongest men in the world at
the time I knew him. We worked on the same
bill several times; but it was at the Olympia,
in Paris, that he shone supreme as a strong-
man—and at the same time as a weak one.
For, in spite of his sovereign strength, Marx
was no match for a pair of bright eyes; all
a pretty woman had to do was to smile and
John would wilt. And—Paris was Paris.

Marx’s strength was prodigious, and he
juggled hundreds, and toyed with thousands,
of pounds as a child plays with a rattle. He
must have weighed in the neighborhood of
three hundred pounds, and he walked like a
veritable colossus. In fact, he reminded me
of a two-footed baby elephant.

Always good-natured, he made a host of
friends both in the profession and out of it.
After years of professional work he settled
down as landlord of a public house in England,
where, finally, he was prostrated by a mortal
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brought along an antique slave iron, which
he seemed to think would put an end to my
public career on the spot, I manged to escape
in less than three minutes. When I passed
back his irons, he grinned at me and said, “‘I
don’t know how you did it, but you did!’’ and
he shook me cordially by the hand.

Some twenty-six years ago I was on the bill
with Mattie Lee Price, who, though less well
known, was in many ways superior to either
Miss Hurst or Miss Abbott. For a time she
was a sensation of the highest order, for which
thanks were largely due to the management of
her husband, a wonderful lecturer and a thor-
ough showman. I think his name was White.
He “‘sold” the act as no other man has sold
an act before or since.

We worked together at Kohl and Middle-
ton’s, Chicago, and the following week at Bur-
ton’s Museum, Milwaukee ; but when we made
the next jump I found that White was not
along. They had had a family squabble, the
other apex of the triangle being a circus
grafter who ‘‘shibbolethed’ at some of the
‘‘brace games,’”’ which at that time had: police
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exerted, are obliged to fall back. This
first experiment is so elementary and in-
fantile that it isnot necessary to dwell upon
it. In order to show the relative sizes of
the persons, the artist has supposed the
little girl to be standing on a platform in
the first experiment, but in the experi-
ment that we witnessed this platform was
rendered useless by the fact that the girl
who performed them was of sufficient
height to reach the cue by extending her
arms and standing on tiptoes.

Next we have a second and more com-
pPlex experiment, less easily explained at
first sight.

Two men (Fig. 2) take a stick about
three feet in length, and are asked to hold
it firmly in a vertical position. The girl
places her hand against the lower end of
the stick, in the position shown, and the
two men are invited to make the latter
slide vertically in the girl’s hand, which
they are unable to do, in spite of their
conscientious and oft-repeated attempts.

Mr. Perry explains this exercise as fol-
lows: The men are requested to place
themselves parallel to each other, and the
girl, who stands opposite them, places the
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There is evidently a certain vertical
component that tends to cause the stick to
descend, but the lateral pressure produces
a sufficient friction between the hand and
the stick to support this vertical force
without difficulty. Mr. Perry performed
the experiment by placing himself upon
a spring balance and assuming the role
of the girl, with two very strong men as
adversaries. All the efforts made to cause
the stick to slide in the open hand failed,
and the excess of weight due to the vertical
force always remained less than twenty-
five pounds, despite the very determined
and sincere stresses of the two men, who,
unbeknown to themselves, were exerting
their strength in a hortzontal direction.

In the experiment represented in Fig.
3, which recalls to mind the first one (Fig.
1), the two men are requested to hold the
stick firmly and immovable, but the slight-
est pressure upon the extremity suffices to
move the arms and body of the subject.
Such pressure in the first place is exerted
but slightly, and the stresses are gradually
increased. Then, all at once, when the
force exerted horizontally is as great as
possible, and the men are exerting their
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itated by taking the knees as points of
support for her elbows. As soon as a
slight movement is effected, the hardest
part of the work is over, for it is only
necessary for the girl to cease to exert
her stresses in order to have the chair fall
back or move laterally in one direction or
the other. At all events, the equilibrium
is destroyed, and, before it is established
again, it requires but little dexterity to
move the subject about in all directions
without a great expenditure of energy.
The difficulty is not increased on seating
two men, or three men, upon each other’s
knees (as shown in Fig. 4), since, in the
latter case, the third acts as a true counter-
poise to the first, and the whole pretty well
resembles an apparatus of unstable equili-
brium, whose centre of gravity is very
high and, consequently, so much more
easily displaced.

All these experiments require some lit-
tle skill and practice, but are attended
with no difficulty, and, upon the whole, do
not merit the enthusiastic articles that
have given the ‘‘electric’’ or ‘“magnetic’’
girl her European reputation. '
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Strong people, whether tricksters or genuine
athletes, or both, we shall probably have al-
ways with us. But with the gradual refine-
ment of the public taste, the demand for such
exhibitions as fire-eating, sword-swallowing,
glass-chewing, and the whole répertoire of the
so-called Human Ostrich, steadily declined,
and I recall only one engagement of a per-
former of this type at a first-class theater in
this country during the present generation,
and that date was not played.

There was still a considerable demand for
these people in the dime museums, until the
enormous increase in the number of such
houses created a demand for freaks that was
far in excess of the supply, and many houses
were obliged to close because no freaks were
obtainable, even at the enormous increase in
salaries then in vogue. The small price of
admission, and the fact that feature curios
like Laloo or the Tocci Twins drew down seven
or eight hundred dollars a week, show that
these houses catered to a multitude of people;
and not a few of the leading managers
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of to-day’s vaudeville, owe their start in life
to the dime museum. '

Among the museums that were veritable
gold mines, I might mention Epstein’s of
Chicago; Brandenberg’s of Philadelphia;
Moore’s of Detroit and Rochester ; The Sackett
and Wiggins Tour; Kohl and Middleton’s;
Austin and Stone’s of Boston; Robinson
of Buffalo; Ans Huber’s, Globe, Harlem,
Worth’s, and the Gayety of New York.

The dime museum is but a memory now, and
in three generations it will, in all probability,
be utterly forgotten. A few of the acts had
sufficient intrinsic worth to follow the man-
agers into vaudeville, but these have no part
in this chronicle, which has been written rather
to commemorate some forms of entertainment
over which oblivion threatens to stretch her
darkening wings.

THE END















