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Little by little I'm ploking up ldeas and angles
to sake The Jinx tne biggest quarter's worth sver put
befors & magiclan. 50 far the response has been above
ay expectations to say the least. Iwo lssues have been
produced and 1in both the olroulation passed the 600

mrk.

I promised 1'd make no fanfare sbout it all that
I wouldn't aske resh promises either. Ons person whe
alwmays seems tO follw a month behind with ldeas that
sesh aimllar to those taat have gone before is adver-
tising & monthly concootion tLhat upsets ae no whit and
chuses great lack of sleep solely because of the ore-
ator's obvious opinion that all magic lovers are at or
have yet to reach tne age of twelve.

wo ten peoile could put together and continually
produce wnat tnis individual says in a most masterful
and convincing way 'will contain hundreds of tricks,'
lo zy way of talnking one nundred would be a lot withe
out alding the 's' At the rate I'm going it will take
8¢ better thnan a year to give you & hundred tricks, but
Fou can at least be sure of tne fact taat they will be
oew and practical. 1 won't reassh or retitle any of
the tricks 1've sold durins tne past few years and if
I've placed a trlck on tne open market where it can
atill be purcaased in one booOk or anctner, you won't
find it aere.

The Jinx was fifteen days behind time for the
first issue and ten vehind for the second. Ials, the
taird will nit tae line muoch better. I8a getting into
the itride a little better and things go together much
sasler. I can't glive you the impossible and will never
proaise 1it. I can only f1ll up tae pages with what I
taink w»ill oe of lnterest and use and then sit hack
with & long ocol Arink and hope like the devil that
it 4= worth the Guarter.

At tals writinog Fred Ksat is much the gambler
in Coluabia's picture 'Ihe Captaln Hates tne Sea.' It
just opened here in town and 1 marveled at the latent
ability wnioh Freddie seems 1,0 have sroused, we playsd
& number of irivate Lartiss togetner in the old daya
when he was very lnstruieantal in getting me started

This 48 %o wish present and future Jinx readexrs & Very Fraciig
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towards decent monsy and his talks tnen would always
veer to the legitiszate stage: Hot tnat Fred gul ever
lose his desire to do tricke, but I think he's damned
smart to take advantage of waat abllity ne aay bhave
and not let hlsc love for maglc keep him in a rut.

I'm as crazy awvout maglc as anyone could be but I
let 1t completely cover amy eoyes for a long time. It's
the grezte:t nobby a person could want, as is partly
proven by the mexbership of any magleal organlzation
#nlieh jractically covers every line of endeavor. As a
profession however, it vecomee a oanlne of a decldely
different hue. cinere will always be professionsla to
make good livinge anl cave money but on tae otaer haond
there will be & great many more #no will just siruggle
along :-tting nowhere fast wnersas taey could be very
comfortable in o line to walea taey might be more adap-
ted ond zetting fun from magle inateal of neartdrsaks,

The Dagical pendulum of today seems Lo be defin-
itely ewung towards night club, cabaret and cocktall
nour entertaining. [he maglclan who san step into a
table of guesus and in an iapromptu manner sntertain
and hold interest {tnose last two words should have
been in caps) doesn't have to beg for work. deing able
to £ind ducks in a hat and rabbits in a tub 1s & not-
able acoomplishment but the trend 1s towards the per-
son who ocan work under any conditions, surrounded by
watchful skeptiocs and still get by. I know LoO many
excellent stage magls who oan't do a thing off stage
but the simpiest of elementary aaglo and the [ress
possibilities alone of a few really good stunts cane.
not be denied. That's one angle thnat Harry Blackstone
has on the game ana [ have yet to see or hemr of his
ttnl.ng in a spot where ne couldn't entertain laproaptu

or hours.

In New York the 4anhattan Jduslio Hall has two mag-
icians working at present; Cardini and Count Orloff,
The former working from the atage nesis no introduc-
tion. The latter, working close up table stunts has
been there for ssveral months and 1s bullding & nice
reputation with the tricks that he does. Regardless
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of any differsnce in local cpinion as to his clever-
ness, &y view 1s that he 1s clever énough to get away
with it and sake the patrons like it. ¥hat aore oan
anyons ask for?

At the Caalno de rares Jal Vernon holds forth
with tae close contact stuff and as he has been there
steadily for nsarly a year, use your ewn judgement,
on the stage now 1z the latest imgortation in magis,
De Rose, who has Also been doudl in the Convinental
Variety show for walch he origlnally was brought over,
Ue Rose works in front of a prop bar and pours any
drink called for, and tae wise oabarst rounders can
oertainly taink of some rars vintages with wshlch to
try and stusp him. [ heven't heard of anyons in years
uslng the chemlosl time changes whloh Us Rose it 40
good use and when you stop and think that Ellis Stan-
yon completely covered this subject in his serisls
a8 LA Daok as 1905 and 1906 you can get some food for
thought., To~day it ls belng featured in one of the
fagtest 4ntl smartest Broadway calss.

Nate Leipeic closed s short time ago at the St
dorits woners he had held forth in tae floor show for
the sumser and sgain is proven tne worth of the kind
of trick or routine taat can be done unler #hat mag-
1eians consider iapossible conditions,

dally dslly arrived in town last winter, opened
at doriarty's, built nimself a tremendous reputation
around town, thence to tae Chapesu Rouge, from there
to the GCasino de Faree, Chloage, Texas and is back in
Hew York sagaln as good as aver, and with whri? The
gups and balls with baby chloks for a fl.'«. was his
pisce de realstance and he does it on the .ocor, &t
your table, or what nave you.

So what? The Jinx 1s prlmarily fc 1088 who cal
and do use tricks tnat require no grea. et up and
nesd no conditions that are out of reach of the aver-
age person, 1'll aever sell you a trick tnat r.?ulru
a pale pink backdroep or an eslevator trap., I won's
f£111 pages with awonanloal drawings that would sequire
the genius of Joseffy to unierstand let alone bulld,
And as a last reminder, and take it from one who has
cuversd every spot in idew York whers & magioclan is
working, build up a routine of close up table trioks
outside of your club or stage program and you'll finmd
it psylng dividends in enhanced reputatlon if not mg~-
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¥.3. This lsaue dows nov the ususl dedication
line Decause I':m beagluning to learn taat I doa't
winat it is all about, e a knaw

A CARD IN TRANSIT! (Les Gllbert)

fais 1s an sxpejtionally olean method for having
& chossn snd marked oard vanish froa the deck and then
removed from the parformer‘s posket Dy Lhe specistor
nisself. The fact taat 1t 1s sarked and seen in the
pack at the very last asinute makes it confusing Lo say

the least.

It won't DS nAcessATy 4O dstall ths effact eo we
shall explain the method and the resder can follew 1%
with cards in hand.

tnere Ls one sligatly faked omrd and the Rodom-
yanging iilustration explalns of shows tae dirference
petween the PiPs at sitcer eml, [he card, 1t will be
sesen, oan be eitaer the Jaok of Clubs or tnes Jaok of
spades. e will sssume that you have taken the Jask
of Clubs and with black ink of good quality have mae
the Glub pips &t one end over iato ujades, low find
the genuine Jask of 3psdes in Lhe deok, Mt thess twe

sards on the bottom wita tne genuins caid on bottom and
the faked osrd next with the Club end outward. rave a
pencil in your upper left vest pooket and the prepar-
ation is ocomplete.

dand the spectator an lndiftereat card such as the
Joker to use &8 an indicator with which 10 select a
oard. Riffle shuffie deok leaving the two bottoa cards
in place and then undercut About twenty carde and place
on tLop with tae left little finger keeping a break at
right rear corner.

dave spectator push his card into the deok at the
aquared rront ond snd see tuat it goes JalO¥ the upper
portion, rold deck face down flatwise witn floor when
this is done, dave toe oard thrust insldewlse and now
ralse deck 80 it is facing tne spectator. Right thumb
1ifts upper porticn at tne break and pushes tals plle

up about an ineh ovenind the protruding indleator camM,

Then rignt fingers la froat aod tnuah behlod of

this indicator and packet pull them entirely freé froa

leck, the indlcstor card coning against the face of tae
packet and the force ls perfect and olean. Tae spectate
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or sess tihs lowsr half of thlis apparently Iree ecndise
1o bs the Jack of 3pades (genuline) and the performer
inmediately puts the packet back ont¢ deck with indi~
pator card still in position. Rigat hand takes the
pericil from pocket and hands Lo spectator wito the re-
quest that he initial nis opard so taere can be oo als-
take as to tae lentity.

The rligat rﬁer. st froat end lift or rather
bend baock front £ and tae spectator initials the
Jask of Spades. In tae zeantlme tae right thusd at rear
of deok 1ifts slightly at the break walch was held
agsin when packet was replsced on deck and allows one
cird to drop. lmmediately the initlaling has finished
the deck, held flatwise with floor is agaln separated
in prmt.icnli.y the same manner as at first. Lhe upper
portion is jushed forward and both phcket and irdlcat-
or asard remdved. However, the one card Aropped at rear
remains bebind and I5 THE GEsUISE MARKED JACK.

This left nand packet is kepbt in hand and the
right hand pmaket just removed is openly allowal to bha
seen SACAUSE ONLY Tdi LONER HALF OF FACK CARD CAl BE
SEEN Aiu IT I3 TAE FAKED JACK OF 3FADES, This packet
is placed on-table fage up for a monent and perforoer
lays left hand paoket sside and aeks for his penail.
The Lop card of tals Dacket ia ysalned and wits pencil
is replaced in pooket.

Now the tsble pagket is ploked up and tae Jaok
is visible until packet is turned face down, the indi-
oator placed on top and tae packet glven an overhand
souffie. AL tnis tims the performer sxpliins voau, lm-
possible tnough it may sees, tas marsed oard taey inow
1a there will vanish, Turalng deck faos up by turning
the oards over sidewise tasy are slowly fanned tarough.
and the JACK OF SPADES IS JOME! Iae reason is siaply
tast At is now the Jacs of Clubs at tas otaer emd.

fhen tae spectator is asked to reach into the
perforver's pooket and remove his owa initlaled oard.
Tais is quite s stunner for olose up work and a'ways
gives tne Appearancs of very olever sledgnt of hand,



A RiAL PSYCHIC GARD TEST. (Annesann)

Cnis 15 tne simpleat of the simple in method but a
moment's thought followed Dy an actusl.tryocut will show
ita' effectivensss.

Use two ordinary slates an a stagked deck., After a
card effeot uning the deck if desirsd state that you
will [rove beyond doubt that a oard's ldentity oan be
transmitted by thought alone, Spread the deck face down
on table or floor, A spsctator freely takes any ocard
he wishes and allows no ons to see it, He is told tnat
if hia selectlon be & ploture or face oard to retum it
and take another as it is t00 difflicult te transalt
peraonelities and tnat po far spot cards are the most
practical to work with.

Have spectator take one slate amd go Lo & far cor-
ner of the room. fou take tne other slate and tell him
to draw sas Wwell as he can & pleture of the card he has
chogen, You draw sozething Also and when both have fin-
ished, the apectator returns and the drawinge are shown

to ve identical,

Ine truth of the nmatter is that after Lhe selec-
tion was made you plczed up tne deck and lald 1t ouy
of tne way. rowsver you started picilng it up from
the spot wnere card was removed and a glance at the
next one Lipped you off as Lo tae identity of the sel-
ected pasteboard.

No one need tell me taat tals ls simple, I know
tt. I use 1% too, lae eifect of having the drawinga
made will tarow tne audlence rigat off tae beaten
tragk and taey will remember tals number avove all of
your otner card items,

viEAS GR ALIVE? {Annenann)

Inls 13 a c¢clean and asimple uwetnod for an effec-
tive living and dead test. At tne finish all material
used may be left beaind as there is notnling wrong to
find.

Use flve or slx blank ecards and a drug envelope,
Four pecple write thne names of living persons and Lhe
tifth writes tne naze of someone dead, The performer
Bas them collected oy someone and Dixed, Tazing tnem
witn tne writing sldes down, Lerformer also mixes them
a llttle more and pute tne entire packet into the en-
wvelope, dolding envelope to his nead the performer
slowly and correctly RaveAls [nb vaks NALE. Upening
tae envelope tne carda are rejoved and spread out with
writing stlll downward. #aving nls hand over them Lhe
perfornar finilsanes by eorrectl; plciing out tae dead
nane card and nanding it o tne writer.
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1 conslider this a very practlical method for any
close up opportunity especially press work,

The drug envelope used 13 faked In a far from new
BARNST. Un tae face slde & half inch froa flap erd a
alit iz made large eanough acroas (o easlily accomoadate

one of tne vlank cards used, [he five or slx cards use
are ordinary except for one which hns & nail nick in
vae uprer left and lower rignt corners., If one takes
such & card, anclda it between tae thumb snd first fin-
ger with tnumb on top, and presses hard with thumb
nail, a nick ls made that vecomes an eaally felt buap
on the other side.

I put these cards witn tane nicked one on top into
the envelope and caprry it 1ln my vest pocuet ready for
lmnediate use.

lake out eavelope belng careful not to expose the
alit on face side and remove tie cards. Leave envelope
laying on tne table f2ace slde down. .ow anow the cards
and ask somecne L0 think of tne dead .erson., rHand thes
the top card for writing and hand tne reat out for the
writing of living names.

Nowx have tnem collected b, someone elee and mixed
witn the writing sides down. [ake thea and mix them a
1ittle more and in Jdoing 30 the nicked card ls brought
to the bottom of tne pile or tne face side, won't try
to shuffle tnem like playing cards or do anytning fan-
ey. Just mix taem carelessly witn your two hands while
tiey are hald flatwlae with floor.

rick ub envelope withh left hand, flap open and
with rigat insert tne paciket. rae right fingers are
undarneath and ae you start this the boitom card is
yushed & little anvad of the otners and golng lato the
envelope goes througa tae slit. fhe rest of the cards
on top are sllghntly tilted down at end Leing held and
£ on lnto the envelope broper. fry thnie several times
with the oaterlal in nand apd 1t wlll be found un easy
move., Now Lift eavelope up and moisten the Clap with
right forefinger and seal tne flap down whiie this
alde 1z towards audience.

At this time because you are making 1t ap.areat
tnat you Bre seallng flap down, the baok or face of
envelope 13 towards you &md tne desd name card 1s looke
ing right towards you.

If perhaps the name le upside down it doesn’t mate.
Ler becauase you nave still to uring envelope Lo fore-
nead and it is turned around in nands while you &sk
the particular person L0 think inteatly of the nade.
3lowly reveal tne nane of the person who has passed
away,
doll the envelope in left nand with flap eide to
aud tence and at tne rignt end., Witn a small palr of
selz-ors cut tae end away. .owever, tine left tauab has
drawn the exposed card bsck about an lnch to clesr the
slit, and tae eavelope ls cat at tais polint which des-
troys sll svidence of trilcikery in tne envelcpe.

Keach ln opened end witn tae rigat first and sec=
ond fingers wanlcn grasp toe carde inaide. The right
taumb goes w_ain.t card on pack and wita One move Lhe
tne cards are renoved and tne card from back along witn

tned. "

Toss envelope aslde or L0 spectators and holding
tae cards wita writing downward @lx toem & little and
apresd on table, #aying hand over taem flnally pleck up
the correct card and return it o tae writer,

For cleanesa I thins tais 8 welcome routine, At
any rate try it out a few iLlaes.

THE BEAJING SWIZLLE STICK, (Annexann}

i criginated tnis ;resentation of an old but not
any too well known principle in tne spring of tnis year
wnlle woriking in tne Jreen room Of tne Ladlson Hotel In
dew York. The first aazgiclan or devotes of maglc who
saw it was Sidney Oreyfuss and he put up & great argu-
ment for my putting 1t on tae sArket. dowever, I was
getting a lot out of it at tnat spot and I know only
to0 well now the atunt could and would be pirated and
bootlegged .



Right at this moment I don't know of more than
four sagicians in New York wno know of this but I have
run into & leak or two and know that another month or
80 will see it belng bandied arcurd.

The main effect 1s Dresasnted first and tne finale
coass After everythlng is presumed over. Ihe floale 1s
what clinches the wnole talns in thelr minds and askes
the stunt reasabered.

e

several years ago & stunt was passed around that
was ainzly &n optical 1llusion. It was lnvarlably done
with & pencll wnich the amgl would shake 1a front of
your syes snl walcn would very anpparently bend back
and forth. It was held about the center or at balance
point, the pencll lying parallel wilth the floor., Holda
1t batween tnumb and forefinger wita thumb undernsath
tne pencil 1s given an eaay up and down swing or shake
covering a dilstance of about thres inches,

1n practloe Just do tnia over and over for about
turee or four minutes, lettling tae pencll wobule as it
may. Let the arp stand still and let tae wrist do the
work. Keep At tnis untll the wnole action 183 loose,
easy and resular. I'ne secret of why une gencll ap,.esrs
to bend up and down A% both ands s une double action
of the up and down movemeant of nand coitbined witn the
loose turning action of wrist. II you nave ever watcaed
an orcaeatra leadar handle tho baton from & slde sest
you can appreclate how it seems Lo De very pllable,
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Around tne clubs and night spote wnere & 8 O
1a playing to the tables, t'rlg bardest arngiec ls‘t.o "
cresh the table and get interest, After yc:: ire there
it 1s eatirely up to you but any of tae boys wheo nave
are willing L0 uvell you toat approacaing a table of
Pecple cold la tne toughest part of tals tyie of work.

I uaed tnis wendlng stunt for tnat purpose but
TuSlwhr OF [da yauAl PoaCLL R cidi T UsKED A JLASS F39.¢
ING Ruw WidIQd 1. ALY CALLED A 3wIiZla STICK, and used
for aixing highballs and long drinks. Invarlably tnere
will be & couple or acre on tae table after the people
therelhave been served.

“hen they had reached an lapasse for & asscond L['d
barge in &nd plck up & rod and start shaking but would

It aatters ilittle if at sll pow
Iour worth will be considered

The boast you make
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Think not that you can sway the mob with aoft a H
Be on your tces, be r!.r:vmd energetls, o4 gontle pleading;

Uu:l.ll Jou atrut and learn to let your chest have full inflstion
Ioe talents you may have will get you litile mamiration.

Ub3erve tne man who wine applause: who leads whers otaers follow;
5 gobu{hu;:nco a foolisn cause, his br h .o
ut by ® Ilerceness of his threats, and by rip-ancrt

He makes tne mob belleve am! gete r’na m{ mp;.l:l. m:”%.:ﬁf'

wllyoglnro or able;
am unles .
Truth olsims attention only when it has b:‘::n{o:rmﬁctm Lavle;

30 in saying five and five are ten be noiey and smphatlo.

If wodesty within you 3ies, get rid of taat afflicticn;
Tell other people you are wise and tell taem with conviction.

not be true but
For others knowing less than you, wl.li take 1% as you tell it.

Keep oy ringers tightensd on it so nothing would happe
for the present. Dropping it 1'd try another and thie
would start bending. If you have never seen a glass
rod apfu-ont.u vending you oan't realise how funny or
odd this looke.

At this time ['d explain taat toe hotel was re-
placing tne old style breakable rods with those asde
of pliable glass bacauss Lns breakage was 8o nlgn shen
Euun would stir taeir drinks too hard. This got the

nterest and I'd drop tae rod s¢ 1t would bang on the
table, make tnea realize it was glass and they would
grab for it. After taey had flddled witn it for s mom-
ont En‘d do it once more, drop it and step away for a
secori.

I dAl A ROD TdAT dAo BekN pseal I TdE 4LJDLE, It
was only about half an insh out of line but that is
Plenty., 1 was carprylng it 1n my rigat trouser pooket
snd 1'd merely bring 1 t out, start shaking it and
step back into tne table, Wik THIS ROD WAS bEINS
SHAKEN YOU Cuuly ouf Liked IL WAS oRWNT = JAVIAG SKEEN
I'ik FIRST ROD uSiw In rAAD AAUNGR, sow 1'd say that 1
funt tell them one thing. They ahould never stop shak-
ing suldenly pecause if tney did it would be right 1in
tae middle of B berd., Lo saying 1'd stop shors, taey
would see the bent rod and L'd drop it on tae Lable.

Ihi- was what got Lae laughe witaout fail and
only because of the surprlse angle comuined witn the
ridiculous.

dow I don't want any of my readers to take tnem-
selves serlously on tnie stunt and tuink for a xmoment
taey re fooling anybody wita it. | snow damned well
1 never dld and i'd pay & lot of acney for another as
good,

Feople know or sense taut tae first 1s an o,tioal
1llusion. lnay won't be aole to do it but it looks so
welrd tnat tney will watoh it for hours. fhe bent rod
is atrictly & surprise gag but it ia one taey will all
apireciate tne mors bHecauss of Lne tLis-up with the
£irst illusion and tae fact that no one probavly ever
pefors saw a bent glass mlxing rod.

fhe bent rod is slmply aade. lhey are All about
8ix incnes long and perhaps & quarter lnoh thiek. fake
nold of each end in your fingers and roll the center
of rod round and round in a glass flase or bunssa bure-
ner, 1 AM mine on 8 gas stove. In thres or four ain-
utes the glass will get white hot at the center and
it will almost bend itself. Just lay 1t down somewhers
on metal to cool taelf. Your fingers won't even
feel warm At A0y time,

Ine only reason why ['m breaking tnls stunt 1s as
I sald before because of tne inevitable leak. I've
peen proud cof it and 1t will be & sur;rise to many
vaat L've Leen using & stunt and keeplng it down since

e s
YR
qx(?.“i

Hil

P

';x
QR
tai%

ing may be hollow;

o the limit; yell it,




