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JANUARY 1935

Ihls numper of the erstwalle 'JIii' nakes tne
fourth 1ssue tnat has :uccessfully appeared and ye ed-
itor is gratified beyond worda st and for ths lelters
that have buen recelved in regards Lo the contents of
sald pericdlcal. ;

I'1l adnit that I started out wita tae ldea of
Wwtting befors the msglcal world s sheet of iarees good
tricis a mronth. whether I've done tnat or not i: a mat-
ter of nigtory since tae rirst tihree lasues lncluded
talrteen seperate and complets effects (with nothing tc
send for or buy from tae publisher) and I wlsa to state
Gaw tast it Ls not zesl or an aver ambunt of amuitlon
that nade me do 1it.

1 have snough materlal of my own to rud 'The Jinx'
for two years. with wnat I anave besn recelving in the
way of tricks and effects thers 1s no doubt in my alnd
but that thls still uncompromising shest will be tak-
ing up spece in the showcases of tae dealere for four
years tc oome.

If you pPlok up and resd 'The Jinx' you'll find at
least one trick you can use, avery itea is complete
unto itaelf. I pay oash for every ocutside trick tnat I
oan us® but it hae to suit no other person than myself
wao at pressnt somprises tne entlire staff regardless of
how many grand sounding titles migat be invented,

I wgnt to apologlze to a oertsln extent Lo thoae
.10 nave s0ld me materlal walen I have used. I want
deas Lt make complete affects and for thed I Day and
give credit. From taat point on I lead the lite of an
individual. The titles are my own and the desoriptions
and explanations are as I see them. AL times I get a
little out of bounds and bDecoae fascetious as well as
sllegedly funny but I do justice to a trick as 1is =y
pature and no one can deny me tanat righty

angiclans in general seem 1O be on the everlast-
ing =earch for nem tricks, 4oL that new Lricks aren’'t
aseded but it s..ears to 3e tnat & great many of the
good old tricks are misused and tramped upon by indi-
widual iasosynorasies. The important one to oo at the
#ORent nas beesn mentioned in Jean dugard's latest book
ealled 'Closs Up dagle'.

Mr. Hugsrd hae oPept up ugpon the pressnt vogus for
eloss-up and typioal night club trladery md'u' he gete
el at oy vercatism quotatlon froa his ok 1'm sorry
but above all the perfect table tricks one parsgrajpa in
tae intoroduction was exoeedingly in order:

(quote) Fartlcular alLtention must be pald to tne
hands. They should be rezgulsrly manlcured and kepk in
the best possible condition. (unguote)

I can't add to that. It's all taere. Ligest it,

By the way, altnough 1 don't use tala sheet to
advertise my own individual publicatione, I am safe in
eay ing that tne last book I put out 'sh-heh, It's a
Secret.' is entirely out of print and has beaen for
nearly two months, 1'll Day two dollare a copy for any
1 oan get in good conditlon as the price has been put
UpP %0 thres dollars, Send tnem to xme at wWaverly, i.Y,

And while I'm at it I can't forget the Christmas
cards. 1 have seven or elght ateady Lrlends wno don't
niss me but twenty-nine cate in addressed to none stuer
than 'The Jinx' amd I thought 1t was swell., ['ll adait
I'm a slacker wnen it come3 1o noliday grestlngs but
1t ian't hecause 1 didn't want to sgend out as many as 1l
could. I guess L'w just one of tnose peraons who was
'porn tired and never got rested.'
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THE MALTER UF THE MESOAGR. (Anneaann)

When thia first dawned on me 1 thougnt 1t a very
funny ides but about a week later I had tine opportuni
Aty for doing it Defore a party of about fifteen men
and tae way 1t turned out leads me to belleve that it
1s of resal value. Certainly nothing could be simpler
or of a more lmpromptu nature.

I was sitting in a reataurant with kax dolden at
the tlme and aomething came up apout tne old trick
wherein g coin or ball is made to vanish after being
govered with a handkerchisf and felt by several of the
witneages. Then ths light broke and I tioought of what
follows,

: The performer at any time or place borrows a
pisce of paper about 3 X & Anohes. It can be of any
grade or color but should be heavy enough to De opaque
for the subseguent satisfactlon of the sudiense,

It 1s gliven one person witn tae reguest tast he
write sometning suca as the name of a famous person,
the name of a oity, a short guotgtlion, #Ls., and taen
fold the paper once each Wey witn tae writing lnslde.



The perforasr now atates toat he will atteapt an
exhibitlon of Alrect thought resding and to make cer-
taln that the subject be stroagly transsitted to him,
Bore than one parson should know what it may be, He
asks the writer to hand the paper tc a nearby sitter
who in turn reads it 1o nimself, refolds and likewlse
Passes it to another whem the perforser indlioates.
These Dersona are separated from each other so that
after sbout four have read the writing the ocondentrate
ing will be done from all angles. (%) .

FY

AD example of a plece of paper Dot befare it has
beenColded by the writer and after it has besn refol-
plant wac mignt otherwise ba teraed the vi-

ca of tne audience. //

The last perscn to read the billet hands it to
the performer who takes it in his left hand, closes
fingers around it and after a moment’'s thought reveals
eorrectly the thought in the minds of his audience!

Iamediately he cheoks hls statement and the paper
is returnsd to the writer. There are 0o duplicetes, no
switohes and not a single sleight with which to take
chapowes.

dow pPlease don't break down when I explain thas
there 1ls & confederate in the sudience. Thers are no
codes or slognals and his duties are less than simple,
The sffect when Iresented s offoocts the aud.-
ience just that way Decasuse it beyond comprehension,

The illustrations show you just about what takes
place snd the wanner in walch the performer receives
his informatlion. The confederate is, of course, the
last of the four or five who are gilven the ohance to
read the paper to themselves in order that thers de
plenty of thought going on.

However, this confederats, whils entirely trust-
worthy as far as is oconcerned the secret of the per=
foraer's greatness, navertaeless differs froa the othes
spectabors An an important way.

¥aile the others dutifully read the contents of
the paper and refold it as should be done, this one
individual who has the last reading merely folds the

paper inside out and benignly hands it Lo the perfor-
mer *ho in turn benig gets enough information from
:gll .:x;n.nsol.y folded slip to reveal the hidden (?)

There 1s no doubt in my aind but that this dodge,
tor dodge it is, will find a spot In Lhe repertolre of
many who aake use of this type of stunt, I thought 1t
rather fuany until I had the ochance to try it out and
it worked mo well I am not in the least ashamed to puk
it in print, There will De times when everything will
not be perfectly clear but tnere will always be enough
%0 give tne performer an lakling of wnat it 1o all
about and even 1f a Iittle wrong there will be plenty
to impress the audience that tie test is one of gen-
uine oryptesthesia,
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CIGAREITRE FERCEFTION,

fhis iz an impromptu blindfold test that can be
dons st any tims or Place and is always interesting
becausze of the noveliy.

{Martin Sunshine)

The performer says that through an extremely
ascoute sense of smell he is able o tell different
brands of cigarettes purely through a sllgnt smell of
the smoke.

About four of those Present are asked to take
sigarettes, each holding a different brand. We shall
assuzs they have Lucky 8trikes, Chesterfields, Old
Golds and Camels. The performer is blindfolded with
& handkerchief and asks that the four spectators now
1ight toelr olgarstias.

One at & time and in mixed order, these four spec
tators approach the performer and pass the buraing
sizarette under his nose, and each time he instantly

oorrectly names the correct brand. And finzlly he
requeats thal two gome near and hold both slgarettes
close at the same time, the correct brands belng in-
stantly named.

The seorst 1s ancther of those nioe little ideas
that are always so welcome. In the beginning the per-
former see: tnat four peopls #ach have a clgarette of
s Aifferent brand and tosse four ers placed three or
four yards away froa his in readiness, lHowever, Lhe
perforaer, knowing the brand held by each nersly takes
notioe of their shoes! Thers will always be a dlffer-
ence and a glance at wsach 1s all that ls necessary.

There is No reason why the performer can't nave
noted these even hefors stariing the effect lisell.
the blindfeld of a handkerchlief mesns notaing more thar
it ever has and tne perforaer looking downward can aee
a good two and 8 half feet in front of him,

Therefore, waen one of the four approaches and
hold'.l s aigarette out tnare is no doubt in the perfor=
wer's miod as $0 the identity of the person and alao
the brand of the olgarettie,
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CARD BOX BYMPAZHY. (Orville ¥ayne deyer)

This affeot while a complets number in Ltself
makes possible two things heretofores considersd lmposse
ible. Using a F. & L metal card box you oan actually
changs CNE or TWO cards and leave the rest UdCHANIED.
Secondly you oan ochange cards that have been INITIAIRED,

Twe decks are used in the effect. One nas & red
bask and the other ls blue. Taking the blue deck the
perforuer removes s card whioch he openly shows and has
& spectator initial. Ploilng up a metal card box, the
performer places the card face up within waere it 1s
fairly seen by all.



dow frow the mixed and face down red deck the per-
800 in audience selects a oard freely and without it
being seen the performer 1lnitials it and it is dropped
faoe down on the oard selected by perforumer. The 1id
of box ie closed and performer hands it dlrectly ¢ a
spactator to hold while he explains that hils card was
sslected first from ons deck and initialed by the spec=
tator to prevent substitution. In turn the speotstor
Iresly selected a card from the other deck and this
was 1lnitilaled by the performer.

The spectator opens the box himself and FINDS THE
%0 INITIALED CARUS AN TAEY ARE BOTH ALIEZ! AND BOTH
OECKS ARE FOUND ORDINARY AdD UNFREFARED.

It.‘ would be best to foilow thls explanatlion with
s card box and cards at hamd,

In the regular coupartment wiih the performer's
initials on the face, lles a oard face down from the
s:d b;rl:ked deck. We shall amsume 1t to be the Five of

AROTXIE .

In the false compartment and lylng face up is an
extra Five of Diamonds, the color of the back whioch
does not matter in this case as it 1s an odd card from
a deck not in use,

How, with a F and L carda box, if the false 1id la
not cloasd but merely let down carefully, the box can
be held on the left hand and either the flase Or reg-
ular goapartaent opened at will, it looking all the
sane to the audlence regardlesa of which is dons,

In atarting the performer runs tnrough the blue
deok and reacves the Five of Diamonds thersfrom. He
states that this i1s his selection and showing it open-
iy has a apectator put his initlals on the face of it
for safsty. While thils 1s done the performer pioks up
the hox and cpening it at the regular compartment but
not allowing inside to be seen, takeg back the card and
slips it face up UNRDER the blue backed Five of Liamonda
already there.

The 1id ls allowed t0 cloas but perforgper immed-
lately recpens it as an afterthougnt and thls time he
opens the falae compartment and shows the audlencs the
Five of liamcnds face up and alone in the box.

Now the red deck ls shuffled and spresd face down
while the ppectator pushes one card ocut of his own Iree
will. Plcking it up the performer says thal as spec=
tator initialed tne first, he shall initial this one,
This the performer Pretends to do and then without lets
ting it be meen opens the false Ltid again and drope
the red backed oard face down on t0p. This time the
falge 11d 1s pressed firaly shut and the box handed
& spectator to hold.

dow when the speotator opens the box the two
cards found are both Fives of Diamonds and bo th bear
initials. The decks may be examined but are now com-
plete and unprepared. The puzaling part of all this
is that the Derformer shows his card openly, the aud-
iehice sees it face up and alons in the box, and the
spectator initials it and then later cheoks these mar-

kings.

It will fool maglcians and people who know the
sard box for the purpose ©f merely changlng a omrd,
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OME OF THOSE THINGS. {Calvin Cole)

1 know many pecple wao don't care for an effeoct
1ike that whioh is to follow 1in the wake of thioe la-
asnt but nevertheless thers are a few wno will make
use of it in taelr spare time,

when Mr, Cole showed it to me I thought it rather
oute and different in sever:l ways from the usual run
of such atunts., 1 £ind it nice to do wien I have the
back of an savelope that 1s without notes and upon
which the lenlent viotin can nake his notations as
well as caloulations.

The peraon in guestlon 13 asked to firai write
down hle sge, and this 1as taen doublied or in othier
worda multiplled by two, To the result of this calou=
lation 1s added tne figure five and the resulting sums
is multipllied by fifty. If the subject is not yat asa-
leeD he subtraots three nundred and sixty-rive. low
he 1s told to dig deeply, ascertalin the amount of
enange which he has 1ln hie pocket and add this to the
result and this final number is jiven the performer
to 4dc wlth as he wighes, ’

Practically witaout emotion (depending sntirely
upon hils abllity witia figures) the performer reveals
aot only the age of the person walting patliently for
the finish, but also tiie exact amount of change in hip
pocket., Climcx.

To make this combioation of filgures slear I shall
impose an exaample upon tae reader. We shall suppess
Lbat the onlcoker in question 1s twenty-sizht years of
age. Next we shall assume (taking myself at the mom-
ont) that he has forty-thres cents in cnange. The fig-
ures will read as follows:

Age 28
dultiplied by 2 56
And then g4d 5§ 61

Multiply by 50 3050
Subtract 365 2685
Add ohange (43) 2728

fhis last total or result is giocen the performer
and slther on paper or in hils mind he adds the figure
115. Iin this case he reaches the total of 2843, ind
without further recourss to mathematics he knows that
the first two figures (28) is the age, and the last
two figures (43) represents the change.

The main angle which prompted me to include thls
48 a jinx within a Jinx was the 'change' business and
sge' kink, Fersonal angles will always attract more
taan an lmpersonsl number regardless of how far the
performer may g¢ in order 1o attract atteation.
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SOMETHING TO WORK QN ~wewcnvumesmmcccccsuvacnams

I recelved the following letter from London and it
contains something that may be ¢f intarest to sany. I
will give a year's subsoription to anyone who oan give
ue a workable asthod taat I gan publish,

T 28, The Drive
Walthamstow
London, . 17

Sth. December 1934
Theo Annemsnn Esq..
Naverly, New York

Dear sir,

A London maglistrate stated a few days ago,
that the experisnce galned through thlr‘r.{ years on the
bench had enabled him to judgs Pretty well when a man
was telling s 1ie and when he was speaking the truth.

‘The oember of the audlenoe shuffles the Pacl
of cardas and then, while the performer'y baok s turnsd
he deals tne cards slowly fage up on te the table, eack
time calling aloud the name each card as dealt. Oocas-
ionally, he deals one card and oalls the name of anoth.
or but whenever he does thls the performer pulls him u)
at onoce. THE FERFORAZR 3EEMS TO ENOW WAEN THE MAN IS
TELLING A LIK.'

That is the "plot' and it 1s a good one. The
metnod I have not found at all, yet. Will you try to
get & method from readers of 'The Jinx?'

With kind regards
Yours felthfully
(signed) Vincent ualban



(Stua Robaon)

o my scmetlmes perverse way of talnking, thle 1s the best and cleanest way of
preseating a newspaper test yet conceived. The metncd for sscuring the numbers
whloa in turn are used to indicate a column and ad is moat dlssrming ard high
originel. In book tests and effects of tnls nature I have always cobjectsd to the
introdustion of outaside and otnerwlse forelgn object such as cards, dice, ococunters,
numbered papers and whatnot that immediately gave the effect mn air of preparednens
and triokery.

In tae oase at hand there is nothing ever seen by tae audlience except the
newspaper and it becomes a means unto itself, Ihat is what glves the entire stunt a
veritable alr of nonchalance and falrness. i

The otaer imvortant point is tie osawe wita which 1t may be done and tne fadt
tnat the performer has little to get ready. de can purchase a paper on the way to
nia engagement and uase 1t with but two minutea of peruasl. Or, 1f desired teo per-
form the feat lmpromptu, he may use & paper at hand with no more than two alnutes
of time in preparation. srofessionals appreclate greatly suoh a polnt as this.

In effect a copy of tne dally newspaper ia shown and the psrformer states he
will Lry & feat of telepathy in conjunotion with the want or olassifisd advertis-
Aing. i{ne paper is opened and one page of these olassliflied ada ia torn out, it pe-
ilag glven a menber of the sudlence %o hola,

~OW Lne pepforzer says he ia in need of a method for having one of. the many
ads selected in an open and obviocusly falr manner., 50 saylng, he holds the news-
Paper in front of him and with ons motion tears off the upper right oorner of the
entire paper, This includes sll the pages and also includes, to whioh he oalls
attention, all the numbersd corners of the paper.

Laying tne paper aside the packet ©f corners is tLosasd into a borrowed nat or
vowl and mixed well by anyone. The performer asks thls perason %0 reach in without
lookinz, to select just one of the corners, dsrumble it up saall and drop it on
bis {performer's) hand. The performer handa 1t directly Lo the person holdinag the
torn cut page and walks to a far corner of the room, This person iz t0ld %0 look
at the eselactad corner. On botn sides ¢f this ocorner will be a number, They are
to pelect alther number and uss that to count sorces the pPage to a columan. Thea
they are t0 use the other nuuber and count down that golumn t0 an individual =d.
They are L0 concentrate upon the wording and subjeot matter of this ed and osll
to the performer mhen ready. He returns and effesctively reveals whnat the ad 1z all
sbout even if not able 10 give the wording in its' sxaot fora,

The effect never falls to win applause and a lot of wonler thoough itas' dir.
ectnssa. [he method ls as dlrect. ireviously the perforser has torn out a corner
it belng for instance tne corner bearing the page numbers 5 and 6. Turning to the
Page tnat he will remove later and which contglns nothing but classifisd ads, he
repds the slxth »d in column five and the £ifth ad 1g column six. The maln thing
la asrely o Xnow what it 1ls about and not botaer $0 learn it word for word,

In bis posket he oarrles the well known and respeoted thumb tip, Into this he
pute this stolen corner after orumpling it up. Now ﬁ::"ttﬂct pro‘:::h as desoribe
«d, The corner selected by speotstor mixing the Pleces is Placed on performer's
cutstretoned left pailm while right has secured tip on thumb. In going to person
Nith Dege the rigat thumb is placed on left pala and Faper, lsft fingers oloaw,
and thusb oomec from hand with the stolen #l1P from tip and this 1s handed spectate
or as left hand pockets the tip and other corner while perforner walks away. He
watoches Lae epeclLator from s distance while tne sounting is done and thersfore
knows whisn of tae two ads has been selected, Hewapspera have golumns on both
sides of tne page and both sides line up with sach other. The aystery is over and
& fo¥ or greai many mors peopls have been mystified,



