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sually the pleasurs is all mine

when putting together an issues,
but not during hot weather. Thils is
beaing written during some blister-
ing daya of August when the thermom-
eter atarts at 90 instead of astop-
ping there. Two thinges pull me down;

f enough sleep, and heat. The latter has

been mentioned and the former is due to my becon-
ing the aubstltute mother of an eight day old
bird dog. Perhaps 1 can raise her as & pacifist
and uae her pointing abllity as & new way to lo-
cate cards, Those two excuses are why I dug in-
to my notebook to such lengths for this wmonth.
Itm atarting a new idea with the October issue
and think i1t will be acceptable. And by that
time, the pup should be able to feed herself,
and let me concentrate upon something besidens a
bottle and the wearning of milk,

incent Dalban has written that he is offer-

ing for sele a set of postcard reproductions
from photographs of old time magiciana. 35.W,
Clarksa, the well known magical historian supplled
the originals and the reproductions gre excell-
ently done. The cost of these has been defrayed
privately ao that every cent recelved will go
direct to the Maskelyne Memorizl Benevolent Fund,
founded after the death of J.N.Meskelyns as a
permanent memorial to a great magician, and is
dealgned to relieve distress amongst magicians,
The subjects of the pheotographs are Bartolomeo
Boaco, Comte, Ludwig Dobler, Robert Houdin and
Philippa. For 75 centa you can obtein s set poat-
pald from Mr. Dalban, 32, Quinta Road, Babbacombe,
Torquay, Devon, England. You'll appreciate the
photogrephs and know you are helping someons in
magle for whom the breaks have stcpped coming.

Unothioal activities taint megic to no uncer-
tain degree. The public im aware of 1t only
through satlation when a new effect makes 1ts
appearance though, and the perennial remark,'aAll
magicians do the asme tricks,' ia earned by the
magl themselves. Walking Through a Ribbon is a
late inastance. Ttopla Magicalls might be the
name of & locality where all magicians would do
their own tricks, and originators retain publies
performing rights. Such a hope however, is come
parable to the inventor's dresm of perpetusl mo-
tion, Human nature mede itself menifeast long be-
fore maglc became a tool for entertainment, and,
being what it 1s, mekes the immediate jumping on
the bandwagon of s new sffect an unextinguishable
cause of aotion, I first sew Blackstons use it
in Chiacgo. We all imow that the stage version
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aglcians in general are eager for
Mpubncity, but EUMDRUM, THE MYSTIC,
knows one 8¢ modest that he even sends
out anonymous checks.

grew up from the Die and Frame trick of a few
years back, and 1t is an admirable application
of the principle. Dr, Gordon Peck of Glens Falls,
New York, than whom there 1s no more devout and
conscientoua amateur,(he revels in that standing,
too) obtained it direct from Earry, with whom he
1sascloseasthis, and first presented it in New
York City at the S.A.M. Hecksher Theatrs show,
Besides a truckload of lllusions, Dr., Feck brought
with him five assistants, an orchestra lesdsr,
and a gtage manager formerly with Dsnte. A clesn
cut presentation made everybody present rivbon
consclous and the desalers wasted no time writing
advertisements about 'a hit at the annua) show.!
One well known leader of the rear file even put
out blueprints. The gquestion in my mind that haa
vet to be answersd is, "Why do magiclans wait
until someone slse does 1t, before taking it up
themselveal” There are hundreda of catalogued
tricks and published offects not being used by
enyone. Yet the moment sorneone with imaglnetion
and vision takes sn effect from these aveilable
to all sources, everybody jumpe up and says,"It's
great - I can use that." And what can be done a-
bout 1t? Nothing much, My anawer 1s, "Develop

a little pride along with your magicel abllity."
What's yours?

ike the two embryonic business men who were

rivals in the back yard lemonade game 1s the
dealer situation. When asked why he kept hls
price at a nickls while his' competitor had dropped
tc three cents one shrugged hia shoulders. "The
cat fell in his bowl & whils ago," came the reply,
Yand he's trying to sell cut before word gets a-
round." When a dealer copies a trick at & lower
price you can bet your last thumb tip that there
is 8 cat in the lemonade somewherse. You seldonm
miss getting what you pay for when you stick to
the reputable and settled depots. Sam Bailay's
lamentable death has taken one from earth service
and we oan ill afford a loss llke that. Apprec-
tate them while they're around to treat you right,

up now, and wonder 1f it
other dog's bones.

ﬂuw

11l have to feed my
Iwill grow up to stea



THODGHTS IN GENERAL. (Ann-mann)

n relation to the 'Solitaire King' effect in

this issue 18 a card ¢ddity which was shown me
a few years n?o by a professionsl gambler who
used it as s form of solitaire. Shuffle any deck
end desl off twenty=five cards, discarding the
reat of deck. Turn thsae face up, lay them out
tn five rows of five cards each, and then move
them arcund at will, until you have five ocom-
plets poker hands conslating of straights, full
houses or flushes, sscording to ths way they
may be arrangsd. There can be no pairs only or
thres of a kind only hands as all cards must be
used, This can slways be dons regardless of what
cards you bave to work over. Sometimes it 1s
sasy and other times you'll spend an hour before
you realise it, It 1s a fascinating puzzle and
if you try it and get stuck, send mes the names
of iho ocards and a stamped envelope. If I can't
figurs it out, I know a fellow who can.

urking in 1 notebook 1s another cute bit of

know « Someons abufflea a deck and names
any two different walues. You fan the face up
deck and invariably can show the two wvelues side
by side aomewhere among the cards. The chances
in favor of this are quite high and it has been
ussd extensively as a betting propoaltlion.

ou can slsc apread a deck face down and have

anyons turn over three cards, weagering that
amohg the three will be an Ace, Deuce or Jack,
It locks to the spectator as if only twelve cards
cut of the fifty-two can lose for them, but the
percentage is computed differently and is high in

favor, Never let it be sald I have advocated
betting, but in case scmeons's mind turns that
way,thess two items are safe evan money wagers,

In The Book Without a Name was an effect called
'Seven Keys to Baldpate.' It made use of a Yale
or Corbin padlock and seven keys, only one of
which would fit, The keys were to be mixed and
sach of seven people would pick one out and hold
it 4n their olosed fist, Ths performer would now
pass from one to another and finally atop in
front of one whoase key would be tried and found
to open the lock. I used a small alze changil

bag and extra keys in the method given., Rober
Thrasher, of Elmira, New York, and I were togeth-
or not long ago, sand in talking about the effeot
evolved, not slone a better method, but a much
improved sffect from the standpoint of the aud-
jencs, Ons nesds only the padlock and eight keys,
one of whioh fita the lock. Theas keys all look
alike, but only aeven are uased openly. (ne of
the dummy keys is used secretly. Have the real
key with a ribbon tied to it., Hand the dummy
keya to & spectator with the loeck and have him
try them, Theh hand him the real key which opens
the lock, Now hook the lock intc his coat lapel
and snap it shmt. Remove ribbon from real key
and toss it into a hat or bowl with the others,
Really, though, you awltch it with e aimple coin
move for your dummy key. And at this time, no
one expects anything, most attentlon being on
the lock in the lapel. Now have the keys mixed
and piocked out by seven peocple., Paas along and
£inally stop in front of one., Have the real key
in your left hand finger palmed, take the key
from apsctator, make a change over palm and toss
the real key to spectator with lock, He removes
the padlock and all is well and can be checked,

Iwondor how many passed up the shrinking dollar
stunt that Mex Holden deacribed in the Linking
Ring for May? It's an excellent table trick and
new. By reolling a bill real hard between the
handa it is broken down and appeara to have be-
come much smaller than an ordinsry bill with
which 1t is compared. The more it is broken up
and the finer the wrinkles get, the smaller the
bill looks, and the pilcture, figures and design
appears smaller and ia not distorted, It taekes
three or four times to do well, and the bill is
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getting smaller all the while, I patter along a-
bout showing them a practical explanation of de-
flation., Thes dollar on the table is a pre-~defla-
tion dollar and the one you use 1a what happened.
When lr. Roosevelt decreed that the dollar drop
to 59 cents, 8ll members of the house and aenate
went out on the capitol steps with a plle of bllle
beside them, and worksd night and day to meke the
dollar worth 59 centa. While gabbing about thls,
you keep rolling dlll hard unrolling to show
how it %radually drops to about 90 centa, then
76 and finally to spproximately E9 centa in size.
It's silly but funny and an awfully interssting
stunt. (English readers note: My apologies for
the used up space here., I trled it with a ten
shilling note and it dosan't work worth a boot.)

or those who use the canary in the slectric
Flight bulb, I've thought of & variation whidh
would be very effective, Instead of a bird use
water., Have the bulb burning as ususl and vanish
a glassful of water, not the glass, ust the wat-
er. You can use & Foo can or any preferable me-
thod, Instantly, and colnclding with ths vanish,
the 1light goes out, bulb is unscrewed and found
full of water when broken, The contrast of water
into a burning bulb 1s very strong and impress-
ive. To 11l & buld held it in & pall of water
and with s palr of sheara cut the tip off. The
vacuum in the bulb ceuses 1t to £ill itself and
the small hole 1a then waxed over.

peaking of a Foo can reminds me of ¢ ..ry
S:\mny comedy stunt in which it was secretly
used. One was made to fit into a derby hat. As
usual, the opportunity rises for the practical
Joker to pour waeter intc the bat and stand by,
waiting for the deluge. Eowever, the hat is
put on and taken off with nothing happening and
the joke rebounds, It's very funny to watch be-
cause just ths cpposite to what you expect hap-
pena. Pesrhapa Frank Lane cen use this at the
next conventlion.

'Why don't more megiclana be up to date and
ti.nnl{: I've seen two Aiffersnt performers
4o » burgler cerd trisk lately with the worn

out 'cop and robber! talk, Use 'G-man' instead
of 'cop' and make s modern manbunt of it. You'll
get their interest guicker and they'll remember
how you 'caught Dillinger' longer than just a
card trick about burglars.

agicians could learn & lot by digging inte
Mold magazins filsa. There are two triecks
being used a great deasl to-dsy, but no one is
doing them as they were originally performed and
the effacts in those days were much better. The
Vanishing Bird Cage is the first. The cage and
bird wers shown and vanished. Then the perfor-
mer would explain that any fear for the bird
was groundless becauas the bird disaeppeared
first, followed by the cage. They both vanished
so close together, bowever, that 1t appeared es
ones disappearsnce, After saying this, the per-
former would reach under his coat and his hand
would coms out holding & canary which would fly
away, I've always thought thia a pretty finish
and remember trying to get Keating to use 1t at
the time he was making Broadway extremely blrd-
ceage consclous. The S5.P.CeA. was interested and
the usual 'to hurt or not to hurt' controversy
raged. This finish would have Deen timely and
a cute come-back, but Fred couldn't see it my
way, or slse was too tired to bother, I heard a
short time @go that, while working on a picture,
he did the cage vaniah with a pigeon. It may
have been ballyhoo (Fred had lobby photos once
holding s parrot cage about the size of an Aus-
tin) but I know him well encugh to guess that
he might try such e thing, If he 41d, he mat
havs looked like Lionel Strongfort in his prims,
after the cage and pigeon were cut of sighi (7).

he other trick is The Cards From the Pockets.
Performers invariably have the deck shuffled
and then pull out the card cslled for, When Here



bort Brooks introduced thils stunt he tossed a
deck out for a three card selection. Each spec-
tator who took a card wrote his name on it and
siuffled his card back himself, Bro put the
halves into his trouser pockets and had the
thres cards mmed, He reached in his pockets
and drew cut the cards, returning them to their
owners for verification. Then he sald that it
waz eaay bscauss he could find any card called
for, and as cards were named, he produced them,
The indexes wers in the double pockets to start,
The deck from which cards were selected waas of
normal slses but taken btack while the cards were
being marked and changed for' a narrow deck, In
his pockets he could pull out the three marked
cards and return them. The other cards called
for cams from the indexes, This was subtle be-
cause the looating of the three marked cerds
inpressed that ths same deck that was ahuffled
waa being used. If you do the effect, try thls
veraion by the originator of the trick,

thers may have thought of this but I've never

seen it in print and I thought of it through
neceasity. I don't suppose there is a reader who
hasn't been handed something ws a jJoke and asked
to take 1t out of asomebody's pocket. If the art-
icle 1s reasonably smsl) like s pen, penoll, or
watch, I can tell you a cute wrinkle, Just do a
sirmple sard location and plck on the goat-to=-be
to help. Have him shuffle the deck after return-
ing his card and when you take deck you use your
own method for getting the card to top or bottom.
Now ask him to come over and stand beside you
and your right hend drops to pocket and gets the
article. He ims on your left and you merely put
the deck into his pocket with both hamds, and
leave the article there, Now have him name his
card and you reach in with one hand and produce
it, Take the deck out lmmediately and sit him
down for another trick. He never knows what hit
him when later, the artlcle ls found mlissing and
you, with obvlously suzply hands, take 1l from
his poowet, It's a good angle to know, anyway.

THE SOLITAIRE KING. { Annemann)
som things come to light through accldsntal
discovery and others by hard work after the
conception of an idea, This is one of the latter.
I play sclitalre a lot and thought how effestive
it would be if one could play such a game and win
at will. Obvioualy, the deck would have to be
stacked. I wondered 1f I could take & commonly
arranged deck according to one of the popular
magionl systems and win at one of the best known
solitaire games. The game deacribed below is
known aa 'ocanfleld' and it can be beaten with =
deck stacked in the 'Eight King' ditty set-up.
Eave any Jack at the bottom and go ahead, I went
through the entire deck card by card when set in
the 31 3tebbins A-4-7-10 etec., arrangement but
nons would work out. After a few tricks at a
card party with an arranged pack, it is a nice
finish to say you'll show how you can always win
at soliteire. False shuffle the deck and go ahead,
There is ons apot in the whole thing to watch out
for and not misa. About the middle there will be
two red sevens upon sither of which a black six
:: ':: bomphyod.,lul:;ys ;Imt it on the right hand
aml you are safe, am giving he -
tiona for the gamas itaself, & & here instro

There ares twenty-eight cards in the tableau of
this game and they are laid cut aa follows:
There are seven cards in the first horizontal
row, the first six from left to right being
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played fmee down end the seventh face up. There
ars aix carda in the uc;‘o{:d rowi th:n;:.z;t ﬁw
be placed face down and overlapp e five
uiﬁf directly above in the first row, and the
sixth card 1s placed face up. The third row has
five cards with the last ons to the right face
up. The others are face down and sll overlap the
cards in the row above, Contlnue in the same man=-
ner with the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh
rows, the last card of each row being placed fice
up and ths othsr cards of sach row being face
down. The last or seventh row haas only one card,
face up, being the bottom card of the column to
the extreme left.

TTha object of the game 1s to bulld the sults
separately and in sequence from ace %o king,
in spaces to the top of the tableau. These are
called foundations, To play, remove any aces
which happen to be exposed face up and place at
the top to form the foundations. Follow with
deuces, threes and sc on in same sults 1f the
cards are available, When any ocard that is face
up in the tablesu i1s played on the foundations
or moved to another position, the card immediate-
1y above 1t in the same vertical columm must be
turped up, and becomes avallable for play.

Plays musat then be made in the tableau in dea-
cending ssquence and in oppoaite colors, black
on a red and a red on black. 4ll cards in esch
vertical row are moved at one time, A3 many moves
as possible should be made as 1t 1s to the play-
er's advantage to turn face up as many cards in
tha tableau as possible. 4 move once made cannot
bs recalled and a red seven for instance once
played on a black eight spot cannot be removed
to the other bdlack eight spot once the originsl
play has been made. Vacant apaces at the top of
the columna can be filled only with kings.

hen all possible moves have been made in the

tableau, the play proceeda from the atock in
hand. Carda are turned face up in groupa of three
and the top card of this ons piles is always avail~-
able for play under the above rules. When no more
plays can be made in tableau or from stock face
up on tabls, the next three are placed face up
on top of 1t, The stock 1ls gone through as many
times as poasible until thers are no wmors possible
plays. The atock 1s never shmffled but picked
up, turned face down and gone through again as
btefore. Do not reverse the three cards when taken
from stock but take them off in aolid groups of
three,

ersonally, 1 think this an excellent stunt at

card partiea and places where cards are 1n
evidence. It 1ia always a simple matter to leave
the room for a few minutes and stack one of the
decks taken away with you. My book 'The Book
Without a Neme' gives a mechanical and faat aset
up method for the 'Elght King'! systea, It 1is
Qifferent from the usual card stunt. It makes
use of a gsme which everybody knows is Aifficult
to win, and it serves the purposes of convincing
watchers that you are a great card man. Cold
decking & soljitalre game 1s nothing. I only clalm
the originality of the effect and the discovery
that the "Eight King' stack will beat this par-
ticular gams,

The Jinx 18 ean independent mon-
thly for maglcians published by
Theo. Annemann of Waverly, N.Y.,
U.8.A. 1t can bs obtained direct
or through any magical depot for
25 cents a copy, and by subacrip-

tion 4is $1 for 5 isaues postpaid
‘g to any address in the world.




FOUR ACES ON THE STAGE. (Annemann}

don't think I'1l have to apologlze for thilas

voralon of the trick because 1t can now be per-
formed from a stage or platform with regular size
cards, and in a novel manner that will hold con-
stant intersst. This method also makes it appear
fairer than ever and 3eems to make impossible any
thilcanery.

e performer asks for four volunteers who are
to atand in line. The decik is handed one and
he 18 asiked to run through and take ocut the firast

ace he secs, show 1t to no one, and hold
it face down on outatretched hand. The
second person ls then given deck to take
out another one amnd do likewiss, The third
| parson doea the same, and the fourth gets
Jthe last ace, Shuffling the deck, the per-
former covers each ace with three face down cards.
Now he turns up & card at random from deck, and
asks that the one holding the ace of the same
T suit step to one aide and cover his cards
. with hia free hand, The performer plcka
up the cards of the remelnling three per-

v sons, dropa them on deck, shufflea, snaps
.Ja rubber band around them all, and tosses
‘Jaeck into ths audlence. He asks that the
person getting dack atand, go through them, and
everytime he finds an ace to toss it in the alr.
Everybody watches but nothing happens. There are
- no acea in the deck a0 1t 1a toassed back,
. The selected person steps forward and

* shows his cards. They are all aces!

e

f course, three extra aces are needed.
OTake s deck and trim the cards, uaing
one Bz a pattern, ac as to nake a short decl.
The three extra aces are ordinary, and are sub-
atituted for the acea of like sult in deck. You
s now have a deck with three long aces and
H ‘ the three ahort acea are in right trouser

pocket with faces to body. A rubber band
ia in the same pocket. The fourth or odd
v ace in the deck has & quarter inch black
pencil mark along center of both side ed-
ges if uaing a fairly new deck. If an old one,
put a dot on each aide of card on the white mar-
gin of back, It is only neceasary to know which
apectator geta this odd card. You can note when
1t ia miasing from deck as you pass the cards a-
long sach times by a glance at edge of deck, or
watch the face down cards each time as you glve
desk to next perason.

hile the laat person is finding his ace, you

drop hand to pocket and paslm ths aces thare.
Taite deck bmck with left hand and add the aces
to the top. At this polnt no one expecta any-
thing to happen and you have very subtly con-
vinced the audlence and your assistants that on-
ly four aces are in the deck, That's what makes
the effeot appear sc open. At the start you had
a card on the bottom of the same suit as this to
be selected amce, and 1t stays there throughout
the remowal of the aces. Now three aces have
been added to the top and you give the deck a
dovetail shuffle, keeping the bottom card and
three top cards in place. Explain that three
cards from the deck will be given each assis-
tant, and deal the three aces onto the odd ace
you have noted, The cothers are alsc given three
cards sach.

ow give the deck sn overhand shuffle which

brings the bottom card to top, and at the
same tine remark that one of the four persons
muat be chosen. Just say, "We'll make it a mat-
ter of chance by turning up & card at random,

ave the remaining thres piles returned to

the deck. Undercut juat below this set of
twelve cards and shuffle off on top. Now it is
an eaay matter to repeat this, but the thumb
and fingera simply cull out the three longer
aces this time and drop them on top. While you
are doing this second part you thank the three
volunteers andt dismiss them. Your right hand
palms the three top aces and goes to pocket for
the rubber band, Fastening the deck it 1s then
tossed into audience. As far ss you are concer-
ned the trick 1a over.

hen the audlence assistant has fallsd to

find an ace, the deck 1s returned and the
selected spectator comea forward and shows hias
cards, The deck 1s now a complete one and the
long &ces are gone ac that there isn't a tracs
of anything to find, should it ever be necess-
ary to let deck be looked over,

tye found this an unusually good program ef-

fect and it can be sandwiched in at any time,
If one doesn't want to use cut cards there 1s
another way out. Each time you take back a set
of four from the three in line, it 1a dropped
on top of deck and you apparently shuffle deck
a littls, You really run three cards off to the
bottom which leaves the ace on top. After this
hes been done for the third time the three aces
will be on top together and you can glve 1t an
extra dovetail shuffle leaving them there, As
you dismiss the three 1lift the thres from the
rear with thumb, push them slightly forward and
with fingera at front tip them into palm. This
is done at a moment when you are letting the
spectators go and 1s effectively covered, With
this method no tampered with cards are needed.
Only three extra aces are used,

ne trial, I think, is all that 1s needed to

convince the reader that the effect 1is good.
The action of having four spectators in line
and handling the deck as well as holding the
cards is strong. The tossing of deck into aud-
1ence for a spectator there to stand and toss
out the aces is novel enough to keep the aud-
ience watching for something to happen. And
when everything is over they remember clearly
that there couldn't have been more than four
aces in the deck and that they really dild get
away from the deck through no apparent skill-
ful handling by ths performer. In fact, they
remember very ilttle of what the performer did
bacause attention is always on the assiastants,

ek

WANTED - A Card Routine without cardst

or e long time I've had an idea that such a

routine can be built up. It would be a novel
act, as can be imagined, but I haven't had the
time to work mach on it. One effect could be as
follows; The maglclan pretends he has a deck in
hend which he removes from its case. Pretending
to shuffle them he apresds them in front of a
spectator for a selectlon. This persaon enters in-
to it all, pretends to take one and 18 cautioned
by the performer not to let anyone see it. It
is put beck and performer allows spectator to
shuffle the deckl Putiing the deck in bhis pocket

{you finish shuffle and turn up top c¢ard), and the performer now asks spectator to name his card.
the suit of thils card willl select the man. Will When the aspectator finally names a oard, the per-
the person holding the ace of this suit please former reachea into pocket and actually pulls out
step over there and hold his oards tightly be- that pasteboard! Everything si pretenae until the
tween hias hands?"” Agein you have been fair be- finish. There can be a lot of comedy in & routlne
cause no ons knows who has which of the aces of this sort, sc se¢ what you can do with 1t. I
except the asaistants themselves. know the idea has posaibllities,
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