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10 Fra.n.k Lane took exception to my
i remarks in the Winter fxtrse for
(7).~ which I can't blame him 1if he ac-
% L % tually thinks he originated the ef-
fect in question., He favored me
with a delightful letter though and
said with rare wit, "you're a cok-
oyed liar if you say that routine
is yours and it lsan't Al Baker's
either,™ Other quaint bits of Lane
humor conaiat of, "Don't get fat headed because
you've got a quarter magazine." --"don't think
that the boys lmagine you as any big minded chap
who have no faults,"---"so wake up...before it's
too late.” All right Frank, I'1l try my best to
wake up, I'11l present you with a doszen 1ife aub-
acriptlons If you can show wiere you ever did the
three billet card effect before I made my pleas-
any stay in Boaton. snd by the way----now that

You are wearing s 'solld geld blagk onyx ring with
a great big question mark on it' and admit that
you saw it on me first ----I hope it brings you
lota of luek, However, rather than g gueation
mark, I think you should have had a dollar sigh.

t thls writing 1've completed nine weeks with

the Green River Hevue and the end hasn!'t pop-
ped intc view as yet. From Plttaburgh to New York
for the annual Liquor Show we have covered 117
night ¢lubs and dinner spets. The week at New
fork's Grand Central Palace was higtorical to me
because the show waa recorded on transeription
record® and spaclng on the record was timed to
the split second for my snnouncementa and the in-
cidental magic. audlence reactlon (applause!) was
timed into these space walts and the fun started
when, at various shows, they didn't react accord-
ing to our predetermined cpinion, The record just
went 'round and 'round, weltlng, like the tides,
for no man --- especially Annemann.

1l of which esses me into & tip for those who

likke new effects from old apparstus, Martin
Sunshlne originated the ides several years ago
of uaing the candle tube for pouring a drink in-
atead of the stock gag of producing a handkerchief.
1've been‘able to use this idea succesafully in
our presentation as it fita with our advertising.
Cne of the little ladies holds out u candle, &-
nother lighta 1t, and one from the other side
pushesa the tube over it and follows with the co-
ver. The entire line makes a pass (I hope you
realize that all of this 1s timed with our music}
and another steps forward with a whiskey glaas
into which 1s poured the 'demon rum.' That serves
as a ;;00d excuse for my presence and my bit starts
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with the vanish of the drink rather than let the
lassle lap it up, My tip, to get back on earth,
14 to those who are using the vanlsh. The candle
tube makes & neat build up to 1it.

umor hath it around various and sundry maglc

counters that Bernard Ernst has turned in his
reaignation as president of the Farent Assembly
S.A.M. I can't resist hoping it 1lsn't true and
that, if contemplated, forces will be brought to
bear ageinst it. lo one could have been as sin-
cere in his efforts as Mr. Ernat and we'll all
lose a champion for the right kind of magical re-
lations if he deeldes not fo contimue, We've all
known that his health has not been of the best,
and that he has sarried on at times when the rest
of us would have taken it esay. The boys around
New York appreciate this loyalty and I onily hope
that thoase outside of meeting dAistanée can vis-
uglise 8 trouper at heart., and in ahow buaineas,
that's tops.

owering myself to write about others I take

i1ssue against magazines for maglclens that
think only of meking ends moet through advertis-
ing while the content flounders, whereas ends
wounld meet automatically through adherance to an
ethical policy. Magic is a small field when com-
pared to any other line of endeevor supporting (7
trade publicationa. Nobody gets away with anything.
I have no argument with the so-called (by the
larger deslers) 'bed-rcom dealers' who fulfill
theilr promises &nd live up to thelr ads, I was
one myself and the Lord knowa I've never trled
to pretend I was snything else than a sporadic
and moody writer along magical iinea, I have no
warehouses and I have no ataff. I'm strictly &
megically inclined rugged individusllst and one
likes me or they don't. I'll 1live or die by the
peroentage., But, by the Gods in the Heavena of
all people, I can't recognize the policy of a
magazine for magiclans (and which exists by the
voluntary will of magilcians) when it accepts the
sdvertisements of irresponsible perscns who de-
liberately cop¥, re-issue, and reproduce the exe
act tricks and effects of others; take benignly
ads from those known mot to flll more than six
orders out of ten; and continue to accept ads
from people mgainst whom complalints have pilled
up because of misrepresentation and apparstus or
supplles of a pediculous nature -~-- gnd the def-
inition of thet word is ‘lousy.!

here used to be a magazine for magl which was
solely owned and put together by an indlvid-
ual who had megic and magie alone at heart. He



lost money, he had dozens of enemies, but I'1ll
gently push in the face any man who'll tell me
he ever lost a penny on a bad or worthless trick
which he bought hecause of an ad in that maga-

[THE MIRAGLE SPELLER. (Vincent Dalban) |

eldom a trick comes along with a truly genlus-
like 1dea behind it and I honestly think that

everyone who reads thls now will do 1t imzediate-
1y and continue to use it in preferance to many
cthers.

zine and which wasn't returned aiter a just com-
plaint, snd such a polley, my reader, ls worth
a lot to YOU,

n the New York vorld-Telegram of February 20th,
appears a nice feature article regarding "al"
altman, talent scout for M-G~M plctures. Lr, alt-
man 1s chalrman of the S.a.lis Expose Committes (I

quoted him in the January issue) and outside of
discovering Joan Crawford and Franchot Tone, the
outcome of which 13 no lmaginary problem now, he
has been instrumental in stopping a number of
planned exposures of maglc via the screen, I'd re-
produce the article but I fear those letters say-
ing that itTs not concermed with maglc,

r. Delban sugpests that it be used ss a fol-
Mlowup to one of the regular spelling effects.
It ia true that this could be soc used in order to
circumvent the do-it-again' person but even alone
I think it of the best. The only requisite is a
deck in which there is a short card.

hile the performer's back is turned a spec-

tator apells out his name - which tke parfor-
mer nesd not know - dealing (inte a face down
pile on tabls) a card from the pack for each let-
ter of the nsme, The card that falls with the
lgat letter 1s locked at and memorised, The bal-
ance of the pack 1s dropped on top of the pile on
table and the whole pack aquared up and cut. The
perforrier turns around, end taking the pack spells
out hils own neme, dealing a oard for each letter,
The & het falls with the last letter 1s turned
up AND IS THE CHOSEN CARD!

hffli the pack at the atart, the short card
S ia cutngo thepbottom of the peck. Wow explain
to the stranger what he 1la required to do, at
the same time 1llustrating the instructions by
spelling off a name - any name for example but
4% gmast have one letter less than your own name.
Just figure out a neme with a letter lesa than
the mumber of letters in your name and always use
i1t. Wnen this name is spelled off the balance of
the pack 1s dropped on to the pile on table, the
whole pack sguared and handed to spsctator. The
short card ia now so many cards up from the bot-
tom of pack according to the name apelled off.

n the deak 13 a nlce ad sheet about Pay-Ley-

Lock by John Snyder, Jr. His letter tc me says
that he firat read of the effect in my book 'The
Book Without a Name.' He didn't guite care for the
method so started to develop samething different.
He finishes, ™and I really believe I have it." all
well and good. Away back in old September of 1935
I printed the new presentation of this trick in
the Jinx (page 58} and described the buttonhole
angle which was mine.{I sat by an outalde pool
next to the house and mentlioned 1t to Bob Thrasher
from clmira, HoY.) Now --- Mr. 3nyder has said
that he has a NEW METHOD - and he has. It has
developed from the new presentation but it ise
an admirable method which supercedes by far my
original asubtlety. If you want to spend the money,
here iz the chance for a complete and ruchly dif-
ferent effect. You!ll get it complete and ready
to work., I know. I've worked it a lot--all differ-
ent ways toe. This is an excellent way.

arking baeck to a passed over subject, I won~

der If there isn't some way the deslers of
the laend can't get together and associate againat
the continuance of outlaw dealers who pay theilr
fee and do thelr worat, I reallse that such a com=-
bine might result in a monopoly and which, for
one, I wouldn't favor, but thers mist be an ocut
to the mlsfortune of those who buy through ads
appearing in supposedly responsible journals and
are 'hung! wilth absolutely no redress. I will wele-
come any suggestions for a betterment of these
conditions. write them -- I'll print them. .hen
we say wWe are independent - we mean 1it.

fter the spectator has apelled off his own
A.nsme as described In the effect, noted the
ecard and dropped rest of deck on top end cut, the
performer takea pack agaln and outs the short
card to bottom once more. Then remarking that his
own neme is magicel he apells 1t off, turns over
the last card and there 1t 1ls,

ecause the number of letters used by spectator

ig immaterlal you may even ask him to spell
his mother's malden name, the month of his birth,
or some such bit of data of which you could not
posaibly know.

lash] & letter just at hand includes a copy

of a letter aent a dealer who didn't like =
certaln paragraph in s recent Jinx issue. This
dealer went so far as to write alongaide the edit-
orial in this copy (for whioch tre purchaser pald
s dollar) a protest. The purchaser was quite right
in objecting to dealer comment on his copy and al-

2o to the condition in which the copy waa re-
celved. If you, you or you (who, ns this writer
did, went to save your coples of The Jinx) ob-
Ject to anything like thias, send your subsorip-
tiona to a dealer who does right by you -- or di-
rect to the publisher.

ou can obtain now copiles of the No. 1 Jinx.

Due te the consistant demand for it I've had
it reprinted so that those who wish may complete
their fllea. It has been very gratifying to me
imowing so meny are intereated in having all co-
ples. I've also been asked why I dontt include
all of my old effecta which were scld for e num-
ber of years in order to make as complete & un—
iform collection as possible. One a month could
be included in the 1ssue, I'll think about it.
And lastly comes a note which reeds in part, "I
never plan a club show without refering to my
coples of the Jinx, It's a mint." Thanks a lot.
I'm glad you put that much value on 1t and I'1l
try my best to keep it that way,

@)ﬂum«y
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[ THE PHANTOM GIGARETTE. (Lu-Brent) |

ere is a new pantomime cigarette and match
Heff.‘ect which has been called at other times,
'The Cigarette From Nowhere.' The working and
presentation, however, is original with the writ-
or and differs from other methoda,

Pla.ce a lighted cigarette into any of the well
known tank holders for 1lit cigarettes and put
this in your left lower veat pocket. Now do your
best pantomime of taking a cigarette case from
inner pocket, open, remove a cigarette, close,
tap oigarette on case 1ln usual fashion, pocket
case and put imaginary cigarette between llpa.
Reach under coat with right hand as 1f securing
a mateh and thumb-palm cigarette from holder. In
one contimious move strike lmaginary match on
sole of left ahoe which you ralse. Then, in~

(Contimued on page 101)



Since the inception of the Jinx many improvements
have been recelved from resdera who have tried

out and tested the varlous effects. any trick will
stand varlatlions in 1iethod and presentation. Pere
icdieally I will submit these contributions and
hope they may make more practlcal for YOU trickas
you have perhaps passed by.

Uinx Nos 1 ~ October 1934 -~ Page 2
[The Supreme East Indian Needle Triock,

Eliminate the faked spool. As ths needle losd is
wound only at the eyes enda it can be stuck with
points down on right lower veat pocket of msi~
nesa sult or tuxedo. Have spectator on your left
and let him cut off thread. As you turn towards
left and take tray of loose needles with your
right hand, your left fingers take load and it
is in correct positlon., Everything else is the
same in routine and you can leave spool with aud-
lence aa the load principle in spoola has been
exposed several times of late,

--Improvemsnt by Amnemann,

imx No. 1 - October 1934 - Page 1
1llucination,

¥ork by putting two heavy rubber bands around the
deck, one each way. This covera the fake card to
hide the cut lines of card and also seems to the
spectator to guarantee that the cards are not
manipulated., -- Improvement by Charles W. Fricke. .

Ein‘x Ho, 2 - November 1934 - Page 7

Rathey than take ocut the 4th end 13th cards, take

out the l2th and 13th. You'll get the same Te-

sults without baving to stop at the 4th. .
~= Improvement by Orville Meyer.

imx No. 3 - December 1934 - Page 11
Benad Swiz tlok

Some have had trouble bending the glass rods. It
15 a fact that you can hold the ends and a gas
flame at the center will not be felt, However, if
one works over a gas atove burner just lay the
rod on the arm of one tarner, light it and the
rod will sag by itself when hot enough., i
-= Improvement by Annemann,

inx No. 4 - January 1935 - Page 14
igarette Ferception.

Use ladies inatesd of gentlemen because of the
greater dlfference in footwear.
-- Improvement by Frank N. Dodd.

inx No. 7 - April 1935 - Page 28
e Lemon and the Dollar.

Instead of using three lamons have three differ-
ent kinds of fruit, say, for instance, an apple,
orange and lemon. It makes for easier and more
correct working because at a glance the perfor-
mer can tell which bill 1s out without having to
give the lemon a more apparent look-over.

«= Improvemsnt by Leo H. Sullivan.

imx Mo. 9 - June 1935 - Fage 35
Matter of Poliocy.

Use ten instead of twenty cards., Five Republicans
and five Democrats. Eliminate every fifth card
instead of tenth., The order from left to right is
R-DaR-D-R-D-R=-D-D-R. It all makes for gulcker
working and sustained interest,

== Improvement by Max Holden.
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IMPROVEMENTS

T Extre 1935 - Page 4B
ar-Optic Vision.

For a poasible repeat at a later date, and for
those who don't want to touch the deck after the
selectiona, one oan use & three kind allternating
force deck with every thipd card wide and long.
This is made by cutting all other carda short and
narrow, False shuffle and cut. Put deck on table
and have apectator cut off a bunch and continue
with the next three. You can't milass.

-~ Variation by Annemann,

inx No. 10 - July 1935 - Page 52
tra=-Sensory Perception.

Do this with two people only rather than three.
The effect 1s better and the third time doesn't
become & boring repltition. alap lightly pencil
or secretly dot the pasteboarda so you can quickly
stack them in the correct order by number rathsr
than by a list or memory.

~=- Improvement by Annemannh.

inx No. 11 - August 1935 -~ Page 55
Divination With Matches,

It is not neceasary to uas a new paper of matohes
a3 the effect will work as long as moat of them
are thers., You can thus take them from a spectat-
or. Note the number of matches left by picking up
the paper and lighting & cilgarette or cigar.

-- Improvement by Herbert R. Hood.

1xx No. 10 - July 1935 -~ Page 50
entieth Century Cards.

Becauses Mr, Jamison got so much from this effect
using a ribbon he worked out this stand to give
it a better ffront.! The uprights are about 7"
apart and the stend sets about 7" high, Holes are
bored in uprights for a nickled rod whieh extends
at ends about an inch. The screen ia about 44"
squars and made of cardboard and decorated., It is
of a size so that when set in front of stand, it
will come just sbove and below the cards on the
rod and allow elear wvision all around it other-
wise, giving performer free use of both hands, it
the finish the entire stand can be given out for
examination of the cards on the rod.

-~ Jumprovement by R.M.Jamison.
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stantly, a3 i1f you have lgnited the matech, bring
up the right hand to lips, screening your mouth
with both handa cupped. This hides the move with
your right second and third flngers which grip

the burning cigarette and bring 1t out of the
thumb-palm positien. This brings 1t intec the prop-
er position for placing between lips. Start smok-
ing cigarette and then bring hands away, at the
anme time blow out make-belleve match and throw

it on the floor.

If you prefer, you may have the 1lit cigarette in
holder pinned to your trousers or coat near
vottom edge on left slde. The cigarette 1s stolen
in this case by left thumb and first finger while
the right lights match on shoe. When hands are
brought up to face 1t is the right hend which does
the screening and the left middle finger holsts
ciparette upwards which brings it gripped in reg-
ular smoking poslition between flrst and second
fingers,

{BEditor!s note.) I've used this guite o few times
and find 1t much easler and more sure to grab the
cigarette from pocket with right thumb and first
finger. The second finger pushes the cigarette
back intc hand and the lighting of match ia done
with the same hand a moment later. The left hand
cups and screens the right sufficlently and the
cigarette ls 1n poaition to be teken betwesn lips.

[ THOUGHTS IN GEWERAL, (Annemann) }

eing in a continuous state of "Jinx-Jordan vs.

Four shows u night with one day off every two
weeka" thls column is in order that I may not have
to concentrate on one particular effect. In the
making are three complete routines along varied
lines and they will, I hope, make up for & dearth
of material of late which I could justly nmecredit
to myaelf.

or those who misht liite to try the card on a
Fceiling effect (which 1s one of the most effoc-
tive effects to say the lesast) I can give a most
practical bit of information., Get a amall (sample,
if pogsible) silze sslve tin with cover, Into 1t
put some Wooclco Paste, obtailnable in nice larpe
Jara from Joolworth stores - for a dime, Be sure
that 1t doesn't come to the top of the tin, Just
¢arry this around for the time when you'll need
i1t. Opportunity arising, remove the teop, transfer
it to bottom end keep in your right trouser pock-
et. Wlth tin not too full, the paste won't start
aticking up things, Use any deck - have the card
selected and replaced, Get 1lt to the top and ask
if anyone has a suggestion as to how you might
find 1it. The stall serves you well. Your right
hand drops to pocket and the second finger gets
a dab of paste which is then applied to back of
top card. Now -- after passi by any suggestions
remark that you have an 1dea (1t wiil be more bil-
zarre than eny offered). Give the deck a last
minute dovetail shuffle leaving the aticky card
on top. Hold in right hand with second finger and
thumb at the enda. Throw flatwise to celliny; with
8 little twist to the right as you let 1t go. The
circular or rotary motion of pack is what assurea
a nice flat contact -- the declk falls and the cerd
is there for all to see and remark about until the
janitor or house boy gets a ladder. This particu-
lar paste worxs better than soap, etc., and all
those things which have been written about before,
And for the first time I think I've brought out
the partial spin of the deck which makes this ef-
foct a sure thing.
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rom out of the past comes this tip. If you use

tubes with whiech to cover glasses, etc., make
them of heavy cordboard and make them square. rut
them together with cloth tepe and they!'il fold
flat when not in use. HMake two end rings for each
tube from thin wood. Put these on the ends and
they hold the tube in shape. JWhen through everv-
thing packs flai for your suitcase. I found 3t
more than practleal. You ahould too.

xtremely strange 1s thils thought. Get a bock

or twe on lip reading. Play around with it if
you go in for the mental type of work., People al-
way talk and say things to thelr friends while
you are working (eapecially when doing the private
and intimate jobs) and it comes in mighty handy
For the perlformer who can take advantage of sit-
uwations. I know that not one out of s thousand
will take thils paragrsph to heart. However, one
has --- and it has been worth plenty of money.

R:hashing is a bit of business always arsument-
tive. Some readers heartily dislilke it even
though a redress of an eflfact may make 1t workeble
for them. LHowever, if you do the Brema Hut Trick
use it with a glass mixing rod or 'swizzle stick!
rather than a string or ¢ord. Hemoving the mut
from a glass red is much more astonishing and the
patter to use la that you are ln'possesaion of a
strange bilt of glags. Let them examine the red
and then introduce the nut as an incidental plece.
workk the trick, leave the nut on the table with-
out comment and kKeep your attention on the rod.
The super-smart ones wlll check the nut to no a-
vall, and although they may be certain the trick
18 there (1t's too bad 1t has to be a shiny brass
nut becauss of being so uncommon -- thatfa why I
atarted using a decoy away from 1t) they won't
dlscover anything. Dr. Gordon Peck even went ao
far {more power to such showmen!} as to carry a
half dozen rods wrapped up 1n chamols., Held un~
wraD them and select one for the effect, putting
the rest baci.

ery practlical a&3a I have discovered is the ldea
‘J of using a common clgarette dropper Tor the
rmich played arcund with blindfeold cigarette divi-
nation trick. There have been many methods for
discerning the make of & smoked clgarette whils
blinded. hy version was teo have four brands dump-
ed into a hat and shaken up. Show the right hand
empty with a flourish and reach in and mix them
a bit more, ..t the same moment the left hand se-
cures a cigarette from dropper under coat edge.
nfter mixing the left hand foilows the ripght hand
in and apparently draws a cipgarette out, places
it between lips and the spectetor li hts. One
inhalation and you name the brand. ‘he spectator
takes clmarette from your mouth and checks, You
repeat and that's all, Merely have one of each
brand in the holder and you know the order. This
WOTKS,.

aatly, 1f you go In for chances. do yrur card

tricks minus 3 cards - the 9D, AS, and 2C.
Whenever possible ask the aspectator te nume a card
rather than select one. The moment one of these 1s
named = and it will happen - hand them the deck to
be mixed. Cause the ¢ard to vanish and then take
it f:om your pocket. IL atuns,

The Jinx ls an independent mon-
thly for magiclans published by
Theo. Annemann of Waverly, N.Y.,
U.S«A. It can be obtusilned direct
or through aeny magical depot for
25 cents a copy, and by subscrip-~

tlon 1is §l for 5 issues postpaid
g to any address 1in the worldt» g.




DEATH FLIGHT/

xeellent for press and publicity work is this vdi
the ordinary trisk. The preparation ls very simfile and qitickly done with
s minirmun of material, all of which is essential td modern napic.

ffect: The performer handas & 3pectator seven blank cards,one of which he

1s asked to take and write wupon it the nsme of a dead person. he 4s then
told to shuffle the seven ocards and they are placed in an envelope, sealed
up and the envelope initialed, whereupon the spectator may poecket 1t., Then
aeven mors blank cards are shown and examined. hese are sealed and the en-
velope initialed and held, The 'Death Flight' takea place when the perform-
er causes the dead name card to travel from one envelope to the other. Up-
on opening the first only slx cards are found, all blank, in the second en-
velope are found elght cards snd the desd name card among them!

R;quirements; o packet of blank cards; s packet of small envelopes which
111 hold the oarda neatly; a pencil.

reparation; Place six blankt cards in one of the envelopes, seal it and
place it second from the top of the packet of envelopes, they all beling
£lap side down, In the top envelope place s slingle blank ocard.

psration; Count out ssven cards and give them tc a spectator. He selects
Oany one of them and writes upon it & dead name. Then have him mix them
up Wwith the writing side of the dead name ocard down. You have taken the top
snvelope from stacl, Take, the cerds, insert them in envelope {(=ingle blank
card 1a already there) and hand envelope to him for sealing.4s he doea this
pick up the stack and pencil. Take envelope back and place it on the top of
the packet with flap aide down., Ask his initlials, turn the two top envel-
opes over as one and write his initials on back. S5lide thia envelope Irom
packet and hand him tc pocket. The speotator thinka he has his own snvelope
but really he has the one with asix blank cards.

and the sesond spectator seven cards which he dounta and examines, They

are sealed by him in an envelope which you take, thia time, from under-
neath the stack, Take the sealed envelops back, plac it on the top like
vefore, nsk this personta initials, turn over the top two as one and write
them on the back. Thls envelops (contelning eight cards and the dead name)
i1s then given spectator also to pocket.

s far as you are concerned the trick 1s over except for the subsequent
A,lblarney' to build up the passage of the dead name. ihen the Iirat en-
velope is opensd only alx blank cards are found, The second envelope 1s op-
ensd and found to contaln eight cards send the dead dame 1a there!

TOM SELLERS
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