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Here 1s one of those rare effects that have
an anticlimax but become greater because
of 1t.
part, la not, by any means, a new idea.
around this, however, lr.Baker has wov-
en a bit of chicanery which dresses the
problem in & not soon to be forgotten
guise,

A spectator 1s chosen for the prob-
lem, and is handed a folded paper wupon
which the performer has scribbled some-
thing., Showing 2 large size slate, the-
performer hands him chalk with the re-
quest that he write dowm a line of fig-
ures as they come to mind. Immedlately
under this row the performer jota a row
and the spectator follows with a third.
Then the performer finishes quickly by
writing a fourth and fifth line. Drav-
ing a line underneath, the spectator is
handed slate for adding. The total is
read aloud and shown. Opening the folded
er, the spectator finds prophecied the correct
total as was reachedt! SO FAR NOTHING ORIGINAL
HAS HAFPENED BUT WAIT, The performer shows the
back of the slate on which has been inscribed
the letters of the alphabet, each letter fol-
lowed by a numeral from ] to O (set-up on page
129). The spectator {s asked his first or last
name., SUBSTITUTING LETIERS FOR THE FIGURES OF
THE PRCBLEM'S TOTAL. THIS SPECTATOR!'S NilE IS
FOUND T0 BE HEVEALED BY THAT ROW OF FIGURESI!11

It will be reallized immediately by many of
oy readers that this also makes a wvaluable ef-
fect as a publlcity trick with a pad of paper.
although 1t will ouzzle a mathematiclan,snd it

The base of the triek, or the addition

Dap-.

Page 125

will confound meglclans who know only the add-
ltion effect, the mechanlcs are so simple that
1t practically becomes an impromptu stunt.

First you mist kmow the name of the
person with whom you are going to work
the effect. It may be either his first
or last name, sco long as 1t 1sn't more
than six letters long, in which case a-
nother name is secured. On the beck of
the slate or pad have the alphabet and
numerals written as per the chart. *

Before the test, write down the name
of the person, and with the chart,sub-
stitute the letters for filgures. If the
name were HARRY, the letters would wmean
81885, Thls 1s all you need know before
starting. On a piece of paper write the
flve figures and place a 2 in front of
them making a number prophecy of 281885
> for the spectator to hold. How add 2 to
the last flpure of the number representing the
name of the persen, in this case changing the
number to 81887. This number is your key num-
ber to be remembered.If the last figure of the
original name number is an 8 or 9, thiszs rule
holds good although edding 2 effects the last
two fimures of the number instead of the last
only. IT the number were 71288 it would change
to 7129C by adding the 2.

Fresent the problem by handing the correct
person the folded siin to pocket.Without show~
inr the chart side of slate or pad, have him
write a row of flve fipures. Have him put down
the same number of figures in the row as thers

{niease turm to page 129)



ow that conventlon time is over

I can rest {as i1f I don't do
enough of that!) again and glory
in the memorlies, Out in Batavia,
N.Y. the I.B.M. bought up the town
a3 usual and received more news-
paper apace and more pictures 1ln
the ¢ity dailles of Buffalo and
Rocheater thari ever obtained by
any other magical organlzation or
club., I can't understand why more
of the eastern and New York boys
don'!t take in these events. The
high mogul of an east-
ern club told me that
he wouldn't go because
he didn't like the clmas
of peopls there. Fron
alli I lmow, perhaps 1t 1la just as well he did-
n't go. They wouldn't have liked his trickst

Few weeks pass without it being evident that
one good trick can 'make' s magiclan., Seldom
1s thila trick a new one, the magus having dug

out an old timer that the 'what's new'!' boya pasa
over with a deprecating turn of the pasge. How-
ever, once such an effect 1s redlscovered by a
magus with acumen and a head on his shoulders,
the dealers are beseiged by buyers. Not often,
though, do the copyists get anywhere at all. HNo
one has created the talk nor commsnded the prices
of Cardini with his type of act. Tommy Martin

put together a varied routine but the egg and i
fan gets him the work and reputation. Incildentally,
I've seen no one who could come near him in the
way he handles the fan., all others are compar-
atively unimpressive with their nervous bouncing.
The bills in the lemon was to be remembered in
Jarrow'a routine; Jud Cole and Kling Klang are
synonymous; the bilrd-cage made Keating quite fam-
cus; the baby chicks under the cups caused Galll-
Galli to become a drawing card; Mogul came to
New York night clubs with a single sltter billet
reading test; and Russell 3wann's plece de reals-
tance 1s the Sun and Moon tragedy. Not that these
old time effecta alone made these performers
worth their prices, personality and presentation,
most important requisites, had much to do, but
the fact-remalns that all those who have gotten
into lighta during the present era have featured
one 'to be talked about' mystery culled from the
limbo of long forgotten maglc. Delve into some

of the magic literature from 1900 to 1920. Then
use your head. Others have made it pay good div-
idends and they haven't acratched the surface.

Ir you use a candle in the act try this for a
simple interlude. Have one of the old metal
fakes with a taper that you finger palm in right
hand. Pick up candle with left. Pick up a matoh
with right, picking up fake at the same time.
Lipght candle and as wick lights also light taper.
Blow out candle, pass hand in front of 1t and

it relighta. Repeat this once and right thumb
puts taper out and drops fake as you plck up the
tube to cover or paper to wrap. It'as one of those
1little things.

ohn Mulheolland took me to task in Batavia re

the paragraph about Sphinx dealers in lsaue
lo. 20. I am thus informed thet he has a letter
from the dealer 1n question which says The Sphinx
will be scld only to magiclana and persons lknown
to be truly and siicerely interested. That clears
that up.,

Letter of interest to dealers:
April 13, 1536
Dear Ted;

Hére is the information you requesated
re ths proceedings which I brought to halt the
unauthorized reprinting of the Calostro Mind
Reading Act.

Ralph Read complained to me that kr.
Smith (this name is fictitious inssmuch as I do
not think it necessary to publlclze his name any
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further) was mimeographing coples of the act and
selling them at about two or three dollars a copy.
1 contacted the United 3tates attorney's offics
and alsc the Department of Justice with reference
to this matter and as a result I was able to have
the person who was selling the mimeographed coples
contacted by a govermment man., as a result of the
contact and threat that there would be an arrest
and other penalties 1f the practice was not dis-
continued, I have been able to keep the fleld
entirely clear of unauthorized publicatlons of
this hook.

In my opinlon, and you can quote me,
1f this procedure were followed in other cases
where there have been viclations of a mants right
to realize the benefits of his own writings, the
f£1lthy practice that 1ls being followed now would
be quickly cleaned up with-dire results to the
violators.
Sincarely
(aigned) Jacob L. Stelsel
Counsellor at Law

TRIVIA

ob Gysel, "the burglar from Toledo", was off-
Bered the key to the city at Batawia. Showing
the Mayor e bent button hook, he said, "I dontt
need a key as long as I hawvethis."” Practically
all my laughs came from watching this example of
'loco boy makes good.' His pastime (at 4 a.M.)
wasa to pound on doors. when ignored, ha'd plex
the lock, push it open, and walk away with the
brontasaurus yell, "I could come in if I wanted
to." The highlight came when a group watching
privately shown tricks couldn't keep him out des-
plte the lock and the bolt. With e atethascope
dangling Irom his ears and a speclally bullt
lock opening jiggle gun in hand, he caeme through
the formidable obstruction twloe. liax Holden
hasn't been seen to laugh so hard and long in
well over ten yesrs. If he reads this, here's a
good line for the new statlonmery; "when better
ilocks are made, Gysel will pick them."--- Har-
deen (brother of Houdini), Martin Sunshine and
Jim Collins have left for Fort vWorth, Texas in-
tending to make the falr-goers 3vengali deck
consclous, --= An interloper named kondo plays
vaude houses with a complete asteal of Jack
Gwynne's act, Reports are that it can't last be-
cause of no comparisen. ss 1if there could bel---
Francls Pinneran, the lecal nite clubblng magus,
lost his whole act in the subway one night. Fo-
lice are looking for a kleptomasgicak., =-- And
deslers at the conventions always suffer a loss
from counter plclker uppsra. Scmebody must be
making good use of lightning pulls, profondes
and vesting principles, --- Being politilcally
conacious this year, I'1ll present The Jinx Plat-
form in the forthcoming Extra issue due about
July 15th. --- Philip Foxwell has one of the
mest effective folders I've ever seen. Hia lay-
out of news clips and illustrations tells the
atory at & glance and you are sold at that mom-
ent on the fact that he MUST be good., --- From
the Boston news columm in the May Sphinx:"albert
Todd was next with a transposition of a bill,
first to a clgarette, then to an orange and fin-
ally to the coin and wool boxes, Oh yes, the
number was taken sach time bill appeared and it
checked. It couldn't be so - yet 1t was."” That
makes me happy to know someone got something
to use from page B85 of the 1935-36 Winter Jinx
Extra. --- Dr. Jecob Daley knows a medium who
proposed to his wife by having, "I love you.
Will you marry me?" appesr on a slate. She had
to marry him so she could learn how to sey "Yea"
with spirit rapal! --- Russell Swann has been
held over for two montha at London's Dorchester
Hotel. --- Jans Thurston ironing out legalitiles
but has all intenticons of taking out the show
a8 soon aa possible, --- that 12 pase blast at
me was held up after last month's sue. Sorry.

It was interesting reading/lﬁla -
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Hundreds of

In Batavia --- No Fooling

Magicians

Second Greatest in World Found as 11th Annual Con-
vention of Mystic Profession Opens—Which Is
Unique Distinction

Br OVIATT

Times Slaf! Writer
Coparight. 1038, by The Buffalo Times

BATAVIA. June 10.—Pretenders to the royal robes of the late
Howard Thurston, Harry Houdinl the Great Herrnan, et al,

swarmed here today as Lhe

Magicians opened its 11th annual convention.
It was anybody’'s choice for the “‘greatest magician an earth”

as several hundred professors
of the protherhood examined
claptrap, collapsible cabinets,
ventriloquists’ dummies, and Chinese
51k and peper—alil wols of the trade
—and prepared lor ppening formal
busineas sessions this aflerncon.

The “second greatest” was dis-
coversd, however. His name is Jack
Gwynne. onelime salety engineer
tor United States Steel. snd now a
ranking magician.

Clalms to Be Second

“I claim 1o be secand greatest.”
sald Mr. Gwynne shyly, "and so fay

as 1 know, nobody else wants the

honar

"I know of at least 15 who ad-
mit being the grearest. and among
(Continged on Page 12. Column )

MAGICIANS OPEN
11TH CONCLAVE

‘Batavia Crowded With Masters
; of ‘Now You See It, Now
'

You Don't’

! {Contlnmed From Page One)
our 5800 members. 1 have no doubt
there are a few do®en maore.”

Wiliam M. Durbin, who 1s presi-

;dent of the brotherhood, and regis-
rtrar of the U. 8 Treasury., has a
candidate for first honors, as nave
iany number ol other members. but
Mr Durbin’'s candidate is not him-
seil
. "My own choire is a magician wha
{uses the name of Dante, glthough he
is & Dane by bitth and an Ameriwcan
by natlurauzation,” sayl Mr. Durbin

Elhninated Competition

~Dant has been on a lohg {our for
sears througr Europe. Alrica, Aus-
trulia and so on. and 15 now in Hol-
viand., Tt tell you how good he is:
Howard Thurston started him eff on
that tour, and admitted he did it to
gei Dante out of the country and
eiiminate competition ™

Strictly speaking, there
}no ~second Thurstan,” or “second
Houdini™ Al agree on that. Con-
fidentwally. the boys say that the
bags of tricks of the late moguls of
magis are auf.of daie.

Their shows were designed for a
full-sizeq Lheater, with distance and
dim lhighting as aldes, and pobody
but trusted lleulehanis and hand-
maldens behind,

Yaudeville Fasse

But magit on this large-scale plan
now seems a thing of the past. Even
vaudeville, which was slightly sec-
ond-string alongside the "big show"
¢! Thurston, Houdinl or Herman,
has long teen dead and now is al-
mos: forgotten

There st:il remains scheol
lyceum engagem-nts, geiting lewer
Every year. 80 that many a magician
has had to glve up his profession
and go back to work. Bu! the prin-
cipal support lies in different fields,
smailer. much more intimate’

In short, the night club.
. 1 don't know whai we would
.have done U the night club hadn't
turned up.” & sad young maglcian
,sad

is to be

“But it Ls did, and {i's getiing
,better. Night ciuk audiefices gel
awlully tired of tha sily singing and

and.

McCONNELL

International Brotherhood of

dancing all the time. They're eating
magic up for fair.” "
Millionialres Lowe It

‘That isn't all. Al S8aal, who clalms
discovery of the trick of producing
any number of lighted clgarets ocut
of thin air, or some place. has found
the going good in mililonaire’s homes.
Millicnaires, It seems, Jjust love
magic.

And today a brand new departure
will be taken in finding new felds
when Theodore Anneman ote of the
young atars of the game, puts on &
I hypnotizing stunt for g radlo
audience.

You might think that a Lttle dif-
{ficult to put over, and so does Mr.
Anneman. who las; nilght was bling
|Rls nalls over the problems Involved.
The stunt will be per{ormed before
a Rochester luncheon club, but a
radio nudience wiil sit in,

“After ali” sald Mr. Anneman,
“when theusands or millions of
‘peeple watch baseball games over the
|radio, there is no reason why they
ican’t see magic through the same
lears
| Catches Bullet
' This i5 the same young man who
performs the halr-raising trick of
. getting himself shot with a high-
powered rifle and catching the bul-
‘let in his teeth. This is not & new
trick. It goes back to 1641, and since
then, Mr. Annemsn is proud to say,
a round dozen mwen bave died of it
1 He= doesn't expect to die of it, “bat
then, neither dig the others,” he nd-
‘muts, The first man who died (back
in 1641) didn't really get hit with the
"pall, But with the butt of the har-
quebus, swung by an assistant who
become annoyed at the magician.

The last one was Billy Roberlaon
ot Providence, R. I, who was popped
‘In the chest in 1919 whie piaying In
iLondon under the name of Chung
|Ling Sco, Mr. Anneman knows how
'Robertson did the trick, but he
deesn't really know whal caused his
death.

Wile Was Peeved

It might have been accldent. or it
might have been suicide or worse.
It seems that Mr. Roberison's wlife,
who fired the gun, was very mad at
him at the time. cotland Yard went
into It thoroughly but got newhere..
Anneman only lets policemen, state
troopers and pecple like that, whe
certainly would bear him no grudge,
pull the trigger.

This business of belng shot gt 18
magie, of course, for magic is & Omit-
less field. including such parapher-
naha as playing cards, rabblis, can-
nons to shool pretty (though un-
ususlly not) glrls out of, coins, bil-
lard balls, and nonsense.

Just to show you how big 15 the
stock in trade take Boh Gysel of
Toledo, a machine operator in an
automolve plant. who arrived here
with a suitcase full of pediocks and
picks, and » vast distaste for hla fel-
low magacians, with a very lew ex-
ceptions.

Likes Locks

Mr. Gysel (pronounced Gee-Iil or
Gye-21] as you like} haas a vast £on-
tempt for card palmers, puppets, and
all the similar bits of “small magic.”
The reasen may be that he was
right-hand man to Harry Houdinl
for flve years, and therefore lt par-
tisl to elaborate llusions, and more
pattlcularly to plking locks.

He used to be the man behind the
curtaip—no, we can't tell that. Also,
he jumped off & 50-foot brinde once
tied up in & gunny sack, with thumb-
cutlfs locking h.y hands together,

But then, Mr. Gysél has another

difficulty in  his crop that makes
him georpful and apart from the
brothren, He can't make up his
mind about splritvallsm,—the whip-
plng boy of the magiclans for years.

*“1 tell you I get things, and I
don't know where I get them,” szld
Mr. Qysel, picking open & burly pad-
lock. “I get hunches. Darmed Iif I
know what I do get. I don't under-
stand it,

Maybe He's o Medigm

“Bometimes I think maybe I'm &
medium myself, but I know almoal
all mediums are fakes, All in thls
country, anyway."

Last night the vanguard of the
magicians warmed up for the three-
day sesstons with an all-night party.
Every evening this week, outstand-
ing performers will de thelr stuff
before the most mppreciutive au-
dience in the coumtry: the magicians
themselves.

IL seems that once magic gets into
yaur blood, you're s gonle goose, and
& sucker for everybody else’s tricks.

According to Gene QGordeon, how-
ever, the craze i3 not contagleus
within the magicialt’s household. Mr.
Gordon, a lull-time pro with a blg
hag of tricks, shook his head over
this unfortunate sltuation.

“The worst audietice any magician
has,"” he groaned,” & his own wife.
Magic bares them to lears.”

Uti

Card A¢

|

A card act which servea as a
warning to men and women who
have mny desire to gambls haa bean
origlnated In Utica.

It will be presentad befora two
national conventions shortly, Don
F. E. Fox, who !s In charge of the
act, announced today that it will be
teatured at the Hoclety of Amer
ican Magiclans convention in
Springticld, Mass., Friday, On Juna
10 it will be shown betore the Ime
ternatlonal Brotherhood of Magi-
ciana at Batavia.

“How To Lose at Cards” la the
title of the prescntation which in
glven by Mr. Fox and & Mr. X,
The jdentity of Mr. X im noi re-
vealed for during the course of the
act he disclosea n series of tricks
used by card sharps in gaining ad-
vantage over the other men in the
game. While Mr. X la seated st a
jcard table, rigged up with a lareer
‘mirror placed at 4N Angle over the

erver Dispatch
emonstrates

Futility of Gamblin

May 27, 193§

tabla so that the hands of tha
player can bs stsn from any part
ot the rpom, Mr. Fox glvea a 4¢
minute Jecture on varlous angles of
ihe card game which in Ulnstrated
by the player.

Durlpg the course of the lectursd
the “bug” ia displayed. This 1s &
device piacad under the table b¥
the gambler to hids extra cards
The method of marking cards with

a nesdle per atiached to the thumb.

false cuts and shuffies and crooked
stylea of dealing Including the
second Adealing and the Jdealing
from the bottom are among the
things shown as the taxlk pro-
ETERnGS.

Mr. Fox sald that all tricks
shown wers flrst  {aught his
pariner by a card sharp who years
ago rode the trains and made &
living playlng with unsuspectiog
victlims. Ths purpose of the act Ia
to expose gambing tricks,

a Utica business man,

ISCLOSURE of the subtle trickery used in professional

gambling is made in this card presentation. Don F,

E. Fox, local magician, {standing) will appear with Mr. X,

at two magicians’

shortly td demonstrate the crafty manipulations worked

out by the men who make their living by riding the trains
and promote games with unsuspecting vietims.

conventions

|

Exposin_é:l'rickery Employed by Card Sharps

)

Syraéus e (N‘[

Post-Standard 5/22/36

Hisses to Mark
Approval When
Magicians Meet

—_— o —e

There'll he strangs goings-on in
three 10th floc. parlors of Hotel Syra-
cusa Bt B o'clck tonlght when Cen-
tral City Ass .ably 14 of the Soclety
of American Magiclans conducts ite
scmi-annual open mestihg And stege
perfornance.

Ace magiclans of Syrscuse snd
vicinity wiil yank thesr frick bagy
wide optn With 2 barfling series of
slik, cari and floating ball acis ven-
triloqulam, Tabbit “production” and
all the N

The 3 Invited gueats (a1l seata
were token yesterday) wlil bz asked
to gefrain from applause. Thay must
iiss approval instead, Harrls A Solo-
mon, adembly presideni and masiel
of ceramonisg, hus announced.

Performers  will  Include Jossph
Brick, Eidred Hali Lynn Searles and
Haity Tievken. all Syrecusans, and
Eimtr Fckam of Rocheater. president
of the Internaticmul Brothrhood of
Magicians
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Lockport {(H.Y.) U
June 5, 1936

BAFFLING STUNTS

ENTERAN OWANS

Radio Magician And Wife

Mystify Clubmen
i At Luncheon.

| Lesile Guest, known as the radlo
1 magicia.., featured the pregram st
the Kiwanis luncheon st the Park
hate]l Thursday noon with a mysti-
1yl g cxhibitlon of sleight of hand
trickzs and more elaborate atunts, re-
qu. Ing specinl apparatus. Mr. Guest
was asslated by his wife.

Jhe more ordinary, but none the
i a8 baffling handkerchief and card
tricks were accomplished by Mr.
Quest without a 8lip snd were the
more mystifying because of his
proximity to his sudience. His spe-
clalty of causing s deck of cards (o
]dlmlnlah in slze unttl scarcely larger
ithan calling cards, In full view of

nien Sun & Journal
the audience, drew applause from
the clubmen.

Mr, Guest then Introduced his
trained dog. OGimme, which per-
formed - what might pass as the
canine version of “Bt. Louls Blues"
to the plano sccompanitient of Mry.
Guest. ‘The dog has bromdeast over
the radlp and has been mentloned
in Robert L. Ripley's columns, Mr.
Guest said.

The most perpiexing ftrick of all
was the illusion Mr. Guest achleved
of shooting a bullet through the body
of his, wife into a target placed be-
hind her, Afier ihe shol waa fired,
the audience saw the bullet fized n
the target with a long red streamer
attached to it mpparently passing
through Mrs. Guest's body. The bul-
let bore the same mark after firing
aa i had previcusly. The mark was
made by Dr. Raymond G. LaPort,
president of the club.

A committes was appolnted to
draw & resolution extending the
sympathy of the memberahip to
John Irwin in his recent berwmve-
ment. Willlapy H. Bell, chalrman
of the Lockport chapter of the Amer-
lcan Red Cross, extended an invita-
tion to clubmen to sttend the an-
nusl banquet this evening




are letters in his name, although you don't tell
him this. Thus, in this case, you have him write
a Tow of five flgures. If the name were John

he would be told to write four., You gquickly put
down the second row under his, and write the

key number you have memorlzed. He writes the
third row and you write the last two. The rule
that governs the writling of the last two rows

13 the 'nine' rule relating to the top and the
third lines. rhus, in writing the fourth line,
you watch the first llne and put down figures
whiech, added to the figures directly cbove eacdh
one, total nine. If the top row ias 63052, the
fourth line will be 36947, The fifth row is
written while watching the third row and the
same rule applies. lhen the line 1s drawn and
the spectutor adda the problem.

The resulting sum will be exactly what you
have prophecied on the folded slip he has pock-
eted. That's the first climax, Now explaln that
you will go further and that there is an unknown
force or power at work when the apectator jots
down his numbers at random, asxk him hila first
or last name as the cuse may be, Then turn over
the slate or nud., On 1t 1s the list of letters
and figures as listed here.
You may renark that you have
numbered the letters over and
over souewhat as is done by
numerologiats. Don't say 'as
done {exuctly) by them' be-
cause numerclogista leave out
the zere in their computations.
There will be, in each caase,
one more figure in the total
than there are letters in the
name. 3ay, therefore, that you
will use only the correct number of figureas as
they were written down in the total. Counting
from right to left you cross out the first fig-
ure. He names the first letter, H. The figure
alfter the letter H 1s 8, so you write H under
the B8 1n the total. He names the smecond letter.
A, The fizure after a4 13 1, 30 A 1s written un-
der the second figure in total, This continues
until finished 4ND THE NAME OF THE SFECTATOR
ASSISTING IS SEZN TO COINCIDE EXaCTLY WITH THE
TOTAL OF THE PROBLEN HE HELPED ASSEWBLE!]

1
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The presentation of this effective idea may
be varled by using two alates., One contains the
chart, while the other is used for the problem.
Start by heving apectator who assists put the
chart slate {(without 1t heing shown) under hila
chair, or in a safe place. Now you write scme-
thing on one side of slate and say it 1s a
propheocy. Don't show 1t but continue by having
the probtlem written on the other slde. When the
total 18 read aloud, turn slate over to show your
prognoatication correct. Now have spectator take
his slate and show the chart. Ask him the first
letter of his name. He says HE, iAsak him what fig-
ure is after the letter on the slate, He asays
8. Then you openly write H under the first 8
on Your alate. Continue in this mammer, which
13 very effective teo the audience, as they don't
realize you lmow the name beforehand and it ia
fasclnating to watch the name bulld up under
the total,

Although, at the start, this stunt may appear

a bit complicated, I doubt if anyone will have
trouble understanding and making it work if

they will just try 1t out oh & plece of paper

to get the idea clearly in their minds. Many

who know the nine principle of the addition are
thrown off atill because even that part is not
done in the same order as the old trick. The
smart onea generally look for adjoining lines

to total nine, disregarding separated lines.

There are but two operatlona before presents
ing it; changing the name to figures, followed
by memoriring the key number. Try to use laat
names whensver pcaaible.
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[+ QuEsTiON OF PO#EK. {(L.Vosburgh Lyons, |

ithout fear of successful contradietion I
can assert myself in the c¢laim that here
i1s a new and different way of reveallng a num-
ber of chosen cards. kethods sre legion, I know,
put this effect lends itself %o an interesting
angle of patter,

Three cards are selected and returned. I
have always said that one repetition is enough,
tut after trying it out & number of times, I
can say that three times for this effect is
correct, The performer stands at the front and
remarks that tricksters ususlly find cards by
exerclsing a strange power which enables them
to have the cards appear at any position in
the deck. The comnon position, of course, is
at the top. However, the performer turns over
the top card to show that it is not one of those
chogen, Turning it over, he asks a spectator to
name his card., Snapping the top of deck, the
card is turned again and tha selected card is
there! Turning it back, the perlormer says that
hed he asked another one of the three perscons
first, the result would have been the same. A-
nother is asked for his card, and on snapping
the back and turning the card, again it 1s the
one named, This 1s repeated with the last per-
son, whereupon the performer finishes by re-
marking that had no one named a card, the or-
i1ginal pasteboard would have remained. Turning
top card again, the first one shown 1ls there,
and the deck may bhe used for further mysteries.

Most all of the twenty-cent decks at Wool-
worth stores now have an extra Joker whilch is
the same as the regular Joker, It 1s necessary
only to have a duplicate card and I prefer an
outstanding one such as the Joker. Have them om
top of the decx together, and have the top one
trimmed as a short card. Shuffle deck, leaving
thess two in place, and have three cards re-
nmoved by three spectators. Undercut about half
of deck, have Tirst card replaced on top halfl
upon which lower half 1s dreopped and deck squar-
ed in passing to the next. Riffle to the short
card break and have next card replaced on top
of ahort card which puts 1t just below the first
eard replaced. Repeat this with the last card.
How, as you return to front of audlence, cut the
deck Several times, the first tlme at the short
card again and then cut three cards from the
bottom to top. This leaves you with the three
cards selected on top in correct order as re-
placed, followed by the two Jokers, at thia
point, ocut off ebout fifteen of the top cards,
laying the rest aside, saying you will need only
a few to make clear your example of power.

As you say this, the left thumb pushes a little
to the right the four top cards (to get the cor-
rect number) under cover of the right hand, and
you make practleally the common two-handed pass
with the exception that the four carda in pass-
inz to the bottom are reversed and left thers
with faces against face of deck. With cards in
hand and in making the ordinary movements for
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the pess, it will be found almost sz simple to
have them face up as face down. Yhis leaves only
one of the Jokers on top, and the right hand as
usual has covered the move.

Now hold the deci with backs out (real baclks)
in left hand with fingers at lower end and the
thumb at upper end. The deck is standing up and
the backs are towards eudience. Turn over the
back card bty sliding it off towards you with
right fingers and replacing it on deck with 1ts
face out. It is the Joker. (Go back and follow
the general line of talk as suggested] In make-
ing the same move to turn this card back agaln,
1t 1s pulled off about a guarter of an inch
when the right thumb at back of the deck also
rulls off the card there behind the front one,
and both are turned togelher and placsd on
front of decke To the sudlence you have turned
the front card face out and then back again.
The first person names card, you snap back, and
turm the top card only over. It's the one. sas
you mention about the possibillity of asking
aocmeone else for thelr card first, repeat the
move of turning the card back again and another
i1s stolen from the back and left on front. This
is the second card, and after this is turned
vack, the third card 1s in place. Finally, in
turning the third card back, the last of your
reversed cards on back of decik is brought to
the front. Now you say that if no one had named
a card, the criginal pasteboard would have re-
miined there and you turn it over to prove. The
deck is all one way now for anything else you
want to do.

ZOZO

| TEE CARD PHENOMENON. (Audley walsh) |

ne of the many many variations in card spell-

ing, but with a different twist, is the foll-
owing. Set your deck by having all cards that
spell with twelvs letters on top. There are 14
of them in all; the 4-5-6-J-K of Hearts and
8pades, and the 3-7-8-Q of Cluba. Above these
put four indifferent cards,

Hand deck to spectator with the request that
while your back 1s turned he 1s to count off any
number, say up to a dozen, in one plle. You di-
rect him to pocket these for the moment and deal
another plle of the same amount. He 1is then to
shuffle this second plle, note the bottom or
face card and place the packet back on top of
deck., At thils time, and remarking that you can
have no knowledge of the number of cards count-
ed, you turn and explain the rest of the proced-
ure. He 1s to take the cards from his pocket,
plece them on top of deck, and then proceed to
spell his card by desalling off one at a time wilth
sach letter. As you explain this you 1llustrate
by naming a card at random and doing 1t. You take
a twelve letter card (and the card you use, to
be certein is not his, is the cne at top of deck
before adding the four cards when you set it up)
and spell it off deck into a plle and then tum
over the next card. Having shown spectator what
to do, pick up this spelled off plle {cards of
which have been reversed in order} and put them
back on top of pack. Now step away, and have him
remove the cards from his pocitet and put them on
top. Then he names hls card for the first tlime,
spells 1t out turns the next card and it is
therel

This is an age old mathematlcal problem done
over with the cards. If you follow the above, it
wlll work out every time although you never know
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the name of the card nor how many cards the spec-
tator has dealt off into each plle. This 1a a
baffling point to many magiclans.

IXIX

[ "HERE'S YOUR CHANGE---%" (Lu-Brent) |

fter reading "The Qulck Changs artist" coin
Aefi‘ect as described in Ireland's clever book,
"New Card and Coin Manipulations of 1935," this
idea came to mind. However, thls method differs
in effeet and certain sleights are eliminated.

The performer borrows a half-dollur or uses
his own. Dropping it on teble to show 1t real,
the performer explalns that he will show how 1t
can be made to travel from one joint to another.
He picks it up with right hand after which 1t
is placed in the left. The ¢cin is now passed
from behind the left lmee to the right. Explain-
ing that the hardest part i1s to pass 1t from
the right to the left, he dces but on opening
lef't hand it is found to contaln a number of
small ecoins. Upon dropping the change on the
table, they are counted and total forty cents,
there being three nickles and & gquarter. Saying
that some of the money must have gone astray,
he reaches behnind his right knee and produces
the missing dime. The hands are both seen empty.

This method does not require very much prac-
tice except for making 1t a smooth procedure.
Prepare by palming the small change in the crook
of the left hand third and fourth fingsrs, a sort
of finger palm, while the dime is palmed in the
crook of the right ring finger. The left hand can
now hold a cigarette while smoking to make e nat-
ural appearance of the slightly curled fingers
but you need not worry about this. You will find
that you can drop the half-dollar to table and
pick it up with either hand while still keeping
the loose change and the dime in their reapect-
ive placea.

The right hand now picks up the half- dollar
and it is apparently placed in the left hand, but
in reality it 1s thumb palmed in the right. The
position of the dime makes this qulte easy. Pre-
tend to pass the coln from behind left knee to
right. Show the coln has passed, and lmmed-
iately attempt the passing from right to left.
Give a slight right turn as you do thls, and
as you open left hand and the change is seen
and heard, the right hand containing half is
neer couat or trouser pocket and the coin is
dropped in. This is the most important move
and- must be tlimed with the production, the
misdirection being perfect. The change 1is
counted on table and only 40 cents found. The
other dime 1s produced from behind right knee
and nothing extra is left in the hands at
the finish.

Thia is & very cute interlude or introduc-
tion to any ecoin routine or trick which uses
a8 half-dollar. The pesses may look famillar
to many, but the moment the change makes 1its
anpearance it 1s a surprise to all. Then give
the change to someone for another half and
proceed witn the other effects.

There are many effects of this nature which
can be used advantagecusly in such a way. A
simple bilt of seeming by-play with en object
about to be used appears perfectly ilmpromptu
and often lmpresses more than the presgular
trick, It gives also the impression that you
can do something at any moment with any object.



