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MAGIC -- Age cannot wlther, nor custom stale ner infinlte wariety., -- William Shakespeare )
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— EBITRIVIA —

iz event of the past

nontii was David dam-
berg's liew Yorik opening at
the Teatro Cervantes on
March 19th. The nane has
been cnanged, because of
copyright conplicatlions in
these states, from Fu Man-
chu to Fu Chan, a combi-
nation of Fu Marnchu and
Charley Chan. Those who
have seen 1t opine that it
1s the most beautifully
dresssd show to hit these
shores. The c¢pening ran al~
most three hours, and the
illusions, for the most
pnrt wor<ed into sketches,
are of a type, und carry
an stmosphere totally different from st .mer-
lean avuirnces have scen. When I talked sbouts
the gshow two meonths aro, "
al'ter seeing 1t  1in Hava
ang, the boys all put on
a ralned look, When they
read In the Feb. Jinx a-
bout the 300 genuine chi-
nese robes they dld only
grunt. Now they're all a-
rcund in ¢ircles,and see-
in+ the show three tires
in a row! With the right
tsnncerent, and very few
revisions, Fu Chan could
#ell becone the country's
best 1wiric roud show, By
the way, I voader who the
{irst American louse will
be to steal his idea on
the buzz saw illusion? He
has 1t revamned inte a real thriller as Poe'sg
Pit and the Fendulum, Three duyc ufter the show
oyencd, U.F.Grant had a totul of 41 calls for
the colored sand trick! Too bad they all can't
buy a Chinese neme too. Something like Dum CGrum.

liomentary odds and enda: Jack Gwynne has re-
turned from Wassau where the family vacationed
with one nightly show at the Eritish Coleonial
Hotel. Or the woy north he et one independent
road show magus who was booking himself ti.rough
Georamin, and on the off nights pitched notato
peelers on the corner, --- and one of the best
known Hew York club maglclans recently uccepted
a job for .15 at a place wiere they had always
naid $75. Jhen he pot thers they only wanted to
gsee the rone trick which took about Z minutes
at the apeed this fellow works. Wo one can kick
at nerforrdng one trick for $15, but the fact
rermains that he accented the nrice and went nre-~
nared to give his all, --~ At the Miami Cabapet
in Havana, tiiey are sresentine as part of the
floor show a verslon of the old Flyto 1lluzion
und "tils very nratly, Miere nre quite o few of
tiiese old priucliples that can well be adopted
to modern stege sresentations otler than magie,
and for the man who can dig them up and Tevamp
them 1t means money in the pocket. --- Frank
Duerot has told me about his orislnatins the
20th Century Handkerchief Irick, und when I saw
hls first mathod, wiierein the trick ie done *rith
but three uipresared bendkerchiers and no pull,
I coulis sincerely aucert that the old timers
dil wnew wont they were doing. --- The Jarrett
a0a : really went un in nrice as advertised, ond
Gill conui mially de 50 monthly. 4111 Lursen
nnogetie o record as definitely against 1t, but
tiose o have caown Guy Jarrett nersonally, und
sab areound beerias t1ll the wes hours, mow enly
teo well of his cincerety nnd love for namie,
! reslize his lurd biltten exueriences un i
credtier. bullder and assistanb. iroud siow magilc

CHICAGO, CHI

Chicago, March 20.

Tomemy Marun 13 aaother gingle
on the bill. Early in the show with
bis sleight-of-hand work, he does
well until he gets sround to the
cigarette routine, Worka with coins
cards, handkerchiefs and wanages
£t of it with quiet effectiveness. But
hig cigarette work leaves him open
for comparison with other cigarette
manipulators, and the comparisons
do not favor Martin. Has sn excel-
lent fan and egg stunt which can
be built up. Me puts » 3mal) wad
of paper in his mouth snd wets inte
a tiny ball. Drops the wad on an
open fan, which he Bips up and down
#5 on a frying pan. Wad expands in
ftant of the audience. and omes
an egg, which Martin takes and
cracka open, It's & nifty trick and
Martin. can get muech more out of
it then at present.

MICHIGAN, DET.

Detroit, March 1%
Le Pau) i 2 slick-appesring ma-
Rieian with Jots of rard tricks, x-
though thost of 'em are hard to eateh
very far back. For an encore, calls
two stooges from audience for caupla

ol the full evening type,
1s not the glorified liv-
ing usually thought of by
those who malte of the art
a parlor, club, and part
time lobby. The book def-
Initely 1s not for them,
but as a rare bit of magi-
cana 1t will be worth three
times its price In a few
¥ears to colme.

I have stuck in a cou-
ple of vaudeville reviews
from Variety, not alone
for their interest, but as
a blt of comparison with
the writeups reproduced on
the next two pages., These
were written by two dif-
ferent critics in two 4Aif-

'Page-lea

more tricks,  Fair,

ferent cities, and i1llus-
trate that critiea on the trade papers general-
1y put in straight language the dope on an act,
ziving the good points a boost, and mentioning
the weak apots in critliclsm. However, as we go

on our way to press, & new point has arisen as

Lo whether or not the Varlety reviewer had an
"ethical" or "legal®" right to review the Heck-
scher show, regardless of the quality of the
subsequent revliew, We'll heve the dope next momth,

The followlng eclippling appeared in the March
4th New York Times, and illustrates a cute ef-
fect which has heen written about a few timea
but seldom used In actual practise,.

Personais 3| Perhaps the fact that some-
TR Rawen, Frendei Aowrion o | ONe else 1s actuslly doing
Frodusts, will thks Jhe otk thimeane: | 1t w1ll start magl off on
the some track. Itfs possi-
ble of many, many variations, and es a publicity
effect 1s very strong, and
novel for a change.

smong the minor annoy-
ances of the month was the
usual postcurd from Lane,
the Beantown Comie, who did
type, "It used to be the
passe passe bottles, but now
1t's the passe passe Jinx."
Then he proved himself a
pedliculous paychologist as
well as & space chiseler by
scribbling, "If you can take
this one, kid, I'11 give you
credit.” So itsy bitsy Frank's
qulps are peasse passe oOn
this page frem now on, no
matter how accldently clever
they may be. But for that last remark, he might
have kept on fooling me for montha to come.

Val Evans also clelms
the "osutting of a packt of
cards under the handker-
chief," as per Jinx No.26
tricic by Orville Meyer,as
well ns Jean Hugard claim
for it in No.27. The let-
ter sounds very authentic
and sincere, -- Dignified
magic 1s when you pay ten
dollars for a current i-
tem and 1t arrives 1in a
label covered suapender
box! -- Apropos,from Win-
chell; Never tuke pralse
from people you wouldn't
taite eriticism fronm.
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ISTICS” NEW
NITERT VOEUE

But Magicians Defeat Their
Showmanship by Techai-
cal Nicetioso—Cafes Want
Entertainers, Not Techai-
cians—Haence, Few Like
Cardini, Keating, Martin,
Miaco, Et Al, Click—

Each Other

TRICKS OF TRADE

oard peveral years ago, seem o some
exieni, to by In for a revival, par-
ticularly im ni When  well
[ presented iha black art always ranks

lar with audiences, but there are »
ber of ob o wid

jpopalarity st present, Not the lesst
of thesa ls the scarcity of good per-
fHormers, but this haa always been
the caseln this Seld

Magieians are usually thelr own
worst shamiesr They don't seem to
jrealirg that what people want is en-
tertainment, not tricks which are all
right to [ool magicians with In
™ost cunes the old standbys are good
Penough and il's not what tricks are
dooe but how ibey are presented.
Other feclors contributing to the
rcarcity of good magicians are agenty
wnd  deslers in  magical supply
houses, who are responsible fur the
copy scts, and fAnally the public it-
wlf. From the standpoint of show-
manghip there are very few magic
scly which toma up to modern
slandards’

Magical acta fsll inty w, few cate.
gories, the full evening length
which is praclicslly exhnx‘&he full
stage illusion act, also nearly dead,
ibe large number of telkative trick-
slern, pantomime workers, close up
scia, and finally those who play only
club dales. The only ones which
vount for much todey are the floor
show workers and the intimate
watkers as there are so few places
full siage magic acta can play. Also
it would be hard to name 10 magic
scts which play on a full stage in the
Uniled States today.

Moegicianas are a peculiar species.
As 2 group they are highly clannish.
Ususlly ihe praclsing of «fiqsls re-
sulls in their becoming entaptured
with their ewn proficiency and they
drif{ off inte & dream world in which
‘the trick’s the thing’ rather than the
cash sudience. Many of them spend

Others Just Try to Baffle .

Magic scts prel:y much in the dis- .

i. wood entertalnment, and ls popu-

show, ~
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their 1ime crealing effects which will
{ool the other magics and which js
known s magician's magie, From
thow business point of view this
sheer waste of time. Like the pro-
verbial absent-minded professor they
are lost to the warld in the depths
of their own resesrches. Chief re-
sexrch man in the business is prob.
ably Dsi Vernon, who practically re-
tuses any work but private engage-
mants us It might Interfers with his
practize. Hizt wite even calls him
the ‘professor.” It |z generally con-
ceded however by those in the know
that VYernon's technique, useless as
much of it may be commercially, is
‘ 1ops in the feld. Presently Vernon
is working on an wet which has begn
bdoked unseen on his reputation, and
whila thers iz no use predicting
whether it will be good or bad, it
* msy be confidently stated that if he
;ever produces it it will be the best
. magic around snd entirely original
i in its presentalion.

In & Trance, Always

Thin dream world which Lhe rab-
bit snalehers live in explains in part
1 why there wsre 20 few good ones.
[ There are a lot of peopla with scts
“iu! the reslly good ones can be
| counted on the fAngers of one hand.
The next point 1o be made I3 that
. [ew agents or managers can tell &
' good act from a bed one and they
{ usually den't care. A magic act is a
magic act and 1hat'a alt there is to it.
It flls a spot on the bill, pays 10%
' 20 why worry. The agents instead
+ of being interpreters of public taste
! offer snything they can sell
- publie being obliged to take what it
) Eela. winds up willynilly by liking
j what they get, Not only don't the
- agents know, but the public doesn't
know eithet. Anybody who plesses
» can gel by, although & good act will
i siand oul. People uspually talk more
jabout the magician on & program
Ythan any other act, even though
‘, they seldom ean remember his name,
Even the magicians don'l seer to

be able to tell a good act from a

‘bad bne, or st least that's the im.
. pression given by their trade papers.
' The pages of any magical scciety™s
house orgsn carries reviews of ihe
shows put on by lhe varicus magicat
‘ socielies at their meetings lhrough-
out the country. Accarding 1o thexe

descriptions every act is a fine act.

There is never a word of eriticixm
y expressed and these papers have Lhe
| most hypocritical reviewers in print,
Its hot that the reviewers don't
know betler: they just don’t dare
express snylhing that smacks of
criticism. Anyone who tried to write
an honest piece mbout the average
| magic show wouldn't have a friend
{lett the day after pubtication. Its
juat not dene. Every act is ‘a fine
| act”

The 1we oulslanding performers
of recont wears in the magie fleld
have undoubtedly been Fred Keat-
ing and Cardini. The former made
the old bird trick famous and it,
m turn. made bim famous ax he

UFF

ONM

became arsocisted with it Keating | Copy acls will probably always go
was primarily liked for his pres- ! an in magic, and though il ix a rub-

efitalion and amusing patier, Cardi
a brillient pantomimist, made h
reputation with carde, cigarels anc
billiard balls and his wuni
of showmanship,

Both of these acts were extensive-
1y copied, causing much inlra-rade
bitterness. Neither of these perlocim-
ers invented or originated the tvick=
with which they became associated,
but what they did create was a sivie
of performance, Keating used 1o «
about one act which pretly mush
duplicatéd his that the performc:
might just as well use his picluir
in front of the house, as he used
evervilhing elze. including the pal.
ter. It was aaid that he szent (he
performer hix picture as a gesturc
of how he felt about it. Cardini h:
been approached by amateurs aftcr
his performance w.e say, ‘T know
all about your act except this onr
move. Will you teach me this?*

Alikas

Among those who work In the
Cardini style wre Paul Duke, Fin.
neran (Carlyle) Minco (who, inci-
dentally, is & mute) and Tommy
Martin. The laiter ia not siricfly in
this classification, bul does do ¢igarel
tricks. Martin, in turn, has suffered
from copring in the following way:

A feature of Martin's set was the
production of & real egg which ap.
,peared after a piece of paper wux
-bounced on a fan and was tran:
termed Into the shape of an egg
This effect while not original with
' Martin and quite old, was never.

i theless revived by him and he be-f

i came associated with it. Immediately
! the dealers in magieal supply hcuses
| began receiving orders for the exg
trick, and many of the acts which
work in this slyle have copied i,
The amateurs and semi-profes-
sionals catch every act aa it comes
along, see a irick they like and then
go 1o the dealers for it. If the dealer
czn't supply it, he makes up some-
thing that will give the same effect
and the result is the trick can't be
protected and everybody does il.
usually not nearly as well. Who s
ta blame is hard to say. The agent-
hear aboul an act, think that cigaret-

magic. and refuse to book a per-
tormer who doesn't have these ef-

z2Mme thing happened. Everybody hau
{0 do the bird trick. Sa naturally, the |
boys go arourd to the dealers, bu:
the effect and incarporale the mate-
rial into their awn acts,

One reason for the many imi-
tations of magic acly is thal the
agents instepd of promoting a fine
act. often try to induce the act to
take less money, to make it easier
1o sell, and if they fail in this, will
bBook a similar acl. As for selling
¢ effects, the dealers who are in the
merchandising husiness, not the busi-
nesas of pralecling acls, can't be
blamed for selling the tricks. They '
simply satisfy whatever

que stylc | many magician,

or bouAicing eggs is all there is o !

tects. When Keating was hot, the !

demand !
there is. or e’ ¢ create the demand. | self from the rest of the ma

Ject weidom Iouched on. outside the:
mystics' cireles, it causc- n greal
deal ef runcar. Perhaps i’y because
s have lile elve 1o
talk aboul. buf these are the furte,
Before Keating left magic 1o turn,
actor and go in piclures. he wos oN- |
tremely  bittet  about his  follnw
artists. since there was hardly a
magician in the éountry whe wira'l
performing the bird cage trick. Ther -
, answer  was: ‘Well, why npoi? lle
ididn't invent ji*

H Supply Hauses

The magical supply houses ¢

principally in New Yaork, Hosl
Philadelphis, Chicage and on i+
| Caust. There are sbout a half da.. -
in New York, but in recenl ye.:-
the most important one hos bira.
t Max Hnlden's. The Hornmann M. .
| shop. which is owned by Fravk 1.
I erot and combines 40 other sh-;.
i including Marlinka's. is the al-'c
y in tradition and in length of y

. eslablished. Hulden, however,
had the most progressive busine..
| and conduets it with his wite's b
;  Part of runping such a suppiy
' house is to provide a clubhause 1.
! magicians where they gather on &
urday afternaons. Every S$Saturday.
. in any city where there s such »
| irm, the local magis gather {0 dis-
| cuss shop and swap ideas and tricks.

+ They seldam buy anything, but pro.

ide aimosphere by just hanging
round. Magis love to hang sround
In. Phuadeipbly they gmiher _at o
13th street cafeteria and stay there
from one co'clock until dawn eve::
night in the year. In New York i
about twice 8 month until 2 or 3 a1
in a w.l. 34th sireet restaurant, ove;
# cup of coffee.

A pew magic store wig opened this
month in New York by U. F. ¢Gen- |
eral} Grant, from Piltsfield, Mass, Hc,
has taken quarters on 42d street, onc
block from Holden's.and now magis
have two places to hang arcund. -
Store has lots of display space and
magia have been discussing Lhe
queation whether it would cut intn
Helden's business,

‘The old retailing axiom about th«
customer being always right is somr
thing new to the Holdens, who di .
a large mail order business and
this will probably not be affected.
But the local ¢lub spirit of Saturday
aflernoons may, especially since
Grant has davenports and sofas for |
the magis to zit on and a friendlier
atmosphere, Halden wag the fir
store that ever installed chairs
Prior to that the customers alwayx;
ystood up for the entire afiernoun.’
; He once had 1 feud of several yesrs' -

standing with Al Baker, who can-
ducted a shop for a time, bul thir
was mended when the latter closed
up several years back. Latler is one
of the most popular club performers
in the business today,

Dumninger's Rautine
One performer dissassociates him

|

"gicians have the lime or the admin-

" an amateur, who became interested

4 the dues paid.
i
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tribe and praclically has a clan of
his own, This ia Joseph Dunninger,
mentalist, whom Frances Rockefeller
King booky into many club engage-
ments ai fees reporied io be very
high. Some years age he took oul
a full evening's length show which
ir believed to have been backed par-
tially by Miss Xing and which
dropped & pile of dough. I ix re-
poried that he is voluntarily warking
off his indebtedness to her at present.

Dunninger, whare work is not
much different from that of any
other magi, sells himself with =
noisy medicine show technique, nndi
gets across. He explains to his audi-
ences that he is proud of the fact!
that he s nol assacizted with any:
magicians' organizations, particu- |
larly the Socicty of American Magi- '
ciany, which he thinks is a rap.

Te all practical purposes the Sa-

- ciety of American Magicianz i3 in

reality little more thar a lndge. It
iz well off Anancially. Outside of i1a
meetings and i3 occasional shows,
however, it doesn't accomplish much
for the prafessional performer. [Its
vhiet value ;s as a xocial and fra-
furnal order and it has branches sll
ovar the country,

The ineptitude of the society for
prraclical purposes was demonstinied
stveral years age when it was unable ;
1o stop the exposure of tricks by .
Camel cigarettr<, though it made
strenuous efforts to do so0. It has
been mee s eesful with pictures
and ftries to Auht every film con-
faining exposures. iz members
pledge themselves not tu reveal any
of the secrets, yet one of the mort
prominent went along on the Camel
series and was mildly reprimanded
but never expelled. Suit brought
against Camels by Horace Goldin
regarding exposure of his ‘Suwing &
Woman in Tweo' is still pending in
1he caurts.

Peculiarly enough, amateurs headed
the society for some time. Principal
reason is that few professional ma-

istrative ability to hopdie the job,
and that the fendency would be to
exploit the position for personal ben-
efit. Present head of New York
membership is Julien J. Proskauer,
whe conducts a big prioting businesr,
Far many years it was under the
presidency of Bernard M. L. Ernst,

through handling Houdini's legal
wark and was 8 tnost successtul ads
ministrator. The original founders
were two New York physicians,
The Academy of the Art of Magle,
formed last year, ia the abracadabra
warld's so-called Legion of Honor,
it's an attempt on the part of a few
magicians, mostly ¢lose-up workers,
whae wanted to go exclusive, as they
resented to some extent being classed
with el the amateurs in the 5. A. M.,
S. A. M. provides a lot of social
fun, however, and every member
cerlainly gets his money's worth for

ell, here they are. rhe mest dlscussed, de-
nounced, and damned articles regarding na-
gic and maglclans to make an appearance in many

& NModn.

for

the opinion.

sible as to whether they are good or bvad for ma-
glc and magicians, and your own definlte reasons

All three of the reproduced articles were
put together by the aame writer, and made their
bows in Variety, a weekly trade paper for theat-
rics and proffesslonal thesplana. After the re-
view of the Heckacher Theutre show came out,
hell started to pop around the magical emporiums
and the resultant language would have shucked a
green cocoamat at forty paces.

Rumors flew like humming bird wings in a hur-
vy and for s time it looked as though a lynching
party was the only soclution, %o, as The Jinx is
often wont to deo, we are laying the whole thing
out to alr, and for all who care to read and
make comment., Regardless of what you may have
heard, these are the facts in the cese, and my
reason for republishing the articles is to get
a concensus of oplnion from as many magi as pos-

Page 199

The articles and reviews were wiritten by a
member of the S.A.M. with a paid up card. He
pald to see the shows reviewed as Variety does
not rhave a nass. He is on the staff of Varlety
to review shows and write articles for the trade
publication. when I talked to him sbout his views
on what he wrote, he defended them na unbiased
and honest reviews from the practicel and box
office outlook. He cited the other vaude and
theatre reviews contained in Variety and The
Billboard by country scattered critilcs to show
his criticisms were written with the sume un-
blased attitude. He stood on a criticts ripght

to review any show or performance where un ad-
misaion fee is charged and anyone with the price
may enter. He sald that although the Hecksacher
show was a beneflt performance, every performer

(continued on the next page}



VARIETY

Onee n year the Parent (N, Y.
Amembly of the Society of Ameri-
can Magiciany givey a benefit for jts
hospital fund mnd this gives all the
u|cker-l1mn-lhe-hedve men & chance
or a Teal spres. Magicians like noth-
ing better than going to see other
magis work aod the proverbial state.
ment about th usmen's holidsy
was never applicable with more
truth than to members of this craft.
Thig show serves a triple purposs,
{t gives those on tha bill 3 chsnce
[ to trot out their fsvorite hanky-
panky, illusions and spparatus tricks,
Pilves those in the audience a k
at magic acts many of which ¥
only ocutside New York or at least
in ho other theatre, and fAnally the
show raises money for the hospital
ptund.
This year's frolic. captloped ‘A
Night of Myitery' and given as wsual
at the Heckscher theatre in N. Y.,
held nine mcts which took three
}hcuu ta put on, with the entire pro-
ﬁam arranged by Sam Margules.
* audience was about evenly di-
vided between magic nuts and Wall
Street brokers, the latter gathered
bﬁ Roval V. Heath, of the Stock Ex-
change. whose spare time hobby ix
thinking up mathematical tricks and
writing books about them. At least
halt the seats in 1he orchestra were
$3 a throw, the house being a sell-
cut  Magicians for the most part
sat in the balcony, leaving the floor
to the bankers.
‘The Cantons opened the show with
paper tearing, linking rings and
other hovelty material performed
in Chlnese costume. Like all the
ucts on thiy program It was well re-
but too long.
udsan Cole, formerly a featurcd
sngle act in vaude. followed with
pati of his old-time act. Cole i-
yeound in  appearance but hasn't
changed his routine or his
at least 1¢ vears. Includ
egg to flag. and the w.x. egg ¥
Latter is alwaya the height of his
a0l oas he brinas two kids ip [rom

cardsg,

CERVANTES, N. Y,
(MYSTERIZS OF FU-CHAN)

David Bamberg, whose {father,
Theo. Bamberg (Okito) and grand-
father were famous magicians, carTies
on the tamily tradition under th
name Fu-Chan with a show adver-

others who have made
claims, this is substantisted by the
show, which contains soms of the
mos! elaborete coslumes and slage
dravr ever gathered together for
thix type of performance.

I1 has been puccessfully playing in
Latin American coubtries and is re-
liably reporied to have raked in a
lat of dough there. Currently it is

resenied in @ Spanish  picture

with  Fu-Chan talking  Spanish,
though he spewkxs Enghish well and
wox born in Brooklyn.
lreported 48 1o switch gradually into
English &s soon =as assisianis can
Jearn the language.

Fu-Chan is an ingratiating nnd
persobable young man with a very
agreeable manner, He i ibe sixth
member in direct line of a family
who have been magiciany since the
18th century. His first performance
hers wms on Friday (18) and v
oft smeothly.

Show openr wilth preduction nf
Fru—chln himselt from s large book.
fArst shown emptv. Leaves ave
Mturned by mssistanta revealing pic-
tures of other periarmers who
sume ths Chinese robes. sliat which
Fu-Chan steps out. Then follow a
series of production tricks, ducks.
bowls of water, flowers, goldfish, silk
hangkerchiefy, and the lixe.” The
handkerchie! productions are pars
ticuiarly well done. Several sucker

Society of American Magicians
Stages Its Annual Hocus-Pocus

ags for *

= old colored sand trick. not seen in

“Tar1aty = o7 24757

. t was famous. and which are enthusi-

tised a3 the ‘greatest magical ex-
travaganka ever reseht in ihe '
United States” n contrast with

similar ©

ouse, sntirely in Chinese tostume, *

NC L a
Intention

March 3, 1937

the audience to help and works them !
in for many laughs. Ccle ought td
be able to get nit:
ought to dust off hi
he can be very funny.
Chandler and Ciemohs came on

bookings but)
£8g book as

with a fast mevng act uniil male
member of the team began to talk.
What language he was spesking the
wudience will never know, After
several preductions of flowers, flsh-
bowls, etc, he did the rising cards,
and blew smoke into a glass con-
tainer, & trick seldom seen these
days but an ald one which (s still
pretty effective. Mannerisms and
gestures which are pretty hokey4
ought to be fine for a place like the
American Music Hall,

Silent Mora from Boston followed
with some clever sleight-of-hand
with billiard ballg, handkerchiefs )
and some moves which are original
with him. He broke the silence by
talking all the way through his act.
| bringing back reminiscences of the

old days with hiz line to the band

leader, ‘Music, Professor.’

First half 'of the show clozed with
. Thi, Grest George who started by
| pr a number of objects end-
ing with 2 duck which disappenied
with the old-fashioned sucker eXect.

He also performed the tipover Lox.
| needle trick and closed hls act with
| an 1llusion of the vanishing assistant,
who promptly rTeappeasrsd for the
curtain call. This aet more than any
of the others, was typical of the old-
time illusion show with ity boxe:,
:nghly rolored mppatatus and theg
ke,

Second half of the show began
with Al Baker's ventriloguism.
HKaker, who also acled as master ol
ceremonies, has a flair for pond
humor and althaugh he works alinost |
entirely at clubs and privale partins
He has a fne wit fnd hos be-ni
called the Will Rogers of mune. Hi:;
vent act with Dennis ls always well|
received as Baker iy a_:nuster at
handiing the dummy. He is alsn
quick to take advantage of situatinm.:
. nnd to turn a little thing into a bis

these parts for many years. Isis, the
edurated insect, which performed
telepathic tests was the next number
and i3 one of the show's weaker
| points. Next follows ropes and rings
| and then Bamberg performs hand
' ghadowgraphs at which his father

astically received. Trunk escape, well
presented is next, production of a
girl from_ m fan who did another
Spanish dance number, and show
winds up with grand finale and pro-
duction of three giris in Chinese
costume.

The usual assortment of magis
were on hand at the opening and
were enthusiastic and registering ua-
qualified approval, Most of them
said they had never seen anything
better of {ts kind and even the
magiclan's wives, who are tough
critics on magic shows of any kind
I lixed it. Magicians usually like any-
thing te do with magic, but it's Bam-
| berg's acting and humor. which gets
cross despite the foreign language,
l which makes his magie good. He has
u sparkling personality, there is no
- fumbling and the music builds up the
. show weil,
¢ All these things are In lts favor
fand, it properly exploited, show may
turn into & considerable success ind
ils present quarters where it is
termporcarily booked for three weeks.
! Company gives 1% shows 3 week,
,mest seats priced st $1. Given &
chance it may become 2 fad for
socialites and from then on It would
be easy siling. Performance of
nearly three houra contains plenty of
good unit material and Bamberg
_should have no trouble getting bock-
ing in picture houses if he wantr to
: break up his show. Understood, how-
ever, that he wishes to keen it intact
and move downtown which may
make things tough as the show at
rresent doea not seem ready o face
legit critica and a Broadway audi-

tricks cammon to this type of show [ gnce. Thit diffieulty could be met
ure included such as the vanishing with smart styling up af the show to
ducks and paper tearing. An atirac- . eliminate some of the gaudy neis

tive dancer ia produced from = larce
patods, after which Fu-Chsn pro.
duces an enormous bowl of water
ard more ducks. Then come the
floating ball illusion. the vanishing
woman, the needle trick and %o close
the fArst nell. production of an as-
rictynt dressed as s worille from a
doll's heuse and Anally the vanish-
int of the gorilla.

Becond half of the show opena
with » particularty effective {llusion
with & huge extcutioner's type of
blade spparently passing visibly
1hreugh the body of a woman, with
various chember of horror effects, on
the side. It's presenled us a sketch
in which white explorer fulix into

iricks are ohay the buxiness could be
improved upon. One of the high
rpots of the show tollows with Fue

‘x5 lenl presentationg or the

the hands of Fu-Manchu, ptoved byd
Bamberg. and white 1l ilturion Ands

which, fer atl their =aplendnr and
color, are not in the best of taste.
Richness of the costumes which are
very mitractive, ix lost againat the
wctq, Every time Bamberg makes an
eptrance he wears another Chinese
robe #nd there seems ne limit to his
wardrnbe. There aTe eight assistants,
who also are altraclively dressed.
Show has the matlerial for n first
¢lass production, if Bamberg will be
smart enough to combine forces with
.3 stage designer and disregard the
i uncritical backslapping matical coms
| peera in the audience. THis, plus a
‘¢lever explaifztion man. ought to
cassure him ol conuicdernble stcceas |
' ag there hasn't been anyone around
tn years who has mure possibility of
carrying on with the big magic show
tradition. In its present form it's very
good entertainment, which can
improved by mlinf. Bamberg 3 a
good actor and should make out well,

ugh.
Cardini was hmiroduced as the most

jmitated magicinn and went.through
his entire act with cards and cigar-
eltes

He stood out from the oiher
riormers a8 the only one, excepti-

pe:
ing Al Baket, with & really fine act
and received a well deserved ovation.

Otto, a comedy juggler from Philly
working in one, faliowed with an old

fashioned small time et typical of
y many club workers.

Larry Grey ended the mﬂ% part
of the'show with an Imitatido of a
drunk which has possibilitiey bul
which needs better timing amd s
much ton long. He followed this
with imitations of Ed Wyn:_m._Bml
Crosby and alsa Cardini. Riving ®
rather good take-off of the latter.
Show closed with Jewell's puppet
circus which is a very good puopet
show especially for kids at Xmas
time. I{'s put on to caver the entire
stage with audience peering through
a drep which simulates another
sceplum. Puppets are also at the
jitting in boxes. Show includes

"elechants, Hems, ete,

Thase shows pnut on ever

P Year
* trke unc hagk $hruld.veude days, but

show more conclusively than ever
how impossible it i ever to expect &
revival of thie t. of program.
Acts are almost all dated and while
well received by the audience, it's
& cinch to see why this 13 the case
since it's & ial type of mudience,
which wauld eat up anything which
Was hocus-pocus, ho matter how bad
wWis, -

Floweri wwe given every act
through the cduriesy of Jack Trepel
himself an amateur emagician and
cuts for the program were cons
tributed by Hayrry Latz, another fan,

Taking all things inie consideration,
especially the difficulty of fnding
magic acts which are rapidly be-
coming fewer it's a very creditable
job, but that slil! doesn't remove the
taint of the historical museum to
which this type of show has long
since been relegated.

The mere thought of putting a
show of this typs into & modern
theatre is an idle dream which only
devotees of the black, art csn - atill
entertain, Such an enterprise would
simply be a costly mistake. Every
yenr after the show, magis gather
together and discusa the bossibilities
of this t¥pe of unit. So far there are
no takers and it doesn't k as
though there would be for a long
time which should save somebody
JOME MONEX

top figures
ed to count
ily upcn it

former, and
ot with the
wordl
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411l one needs 1s a telegram as per that on the
this 1ssue and two dice. The spectator actually selects the
word as described above and you start to concentrate. After
musaing your hair s bit and grunting, say, "My dear sir,you
evidently have never had your mind read before,and the word
ts coming to me in a Jumble. However, I will call out let-
ters as I get them, and you please cross them off as I call
them. #hen you have crossed out the laat remaining one
the letters 1n the word, say "RIGHT" in & loud volce in or-
der that I may not sink too much into a trance."

The words in the telegram are so chosen and
that no matter what numbera show on the dice, their product
will lead to a word which you will arrlve at by
the following lettera slowly,
the snectator says, "RIGHT," when all of the letters in the
chosen word will have been given,

| STENPDREAOM

This makes an excellent impromptu mental stunt.
it look proper, and not so faked up, send yourself a night
telegram and keep it in the envelope ready for use. That 1a
much better than typing or wrlting i1t on a blani,

except one received money.

On the other hand,meglclans revlewed
are up in arms. They say that the arti-
cles are the work of & "sorehead" whose
magical sbllity has become irrepaitably
null and void. That such reviews are a
bad thing because the magus will lose a
lot of work, Varlety being a trade pa-
per for agents and managers. They ques-
tion this fellow's right to be a critile
and reason that he cannoct have the lay-
manta vlewpolnt.

What I want are scattered oplnions of
both amateurs and professicnals on the
writeups., If 1t cen be shown he's wrong
and taking advantage of his position te
put across poisoned arrows, let it be
done, Every copy of The Jinx containlng
remarks for and against will be malled
to the Variety editor, I'1l give up a
page next month to such eplnions,but be
sure and make them shert and containing
definite reasons.

If revliews are to be sugary and al-
ways flowery, that's one thing. If they
should be honest and unbiased, with the
faults brought out for assimilation, it
is something else again, If amateurs on
the same bill with professionals should
not be reviewed in the same light, then
that noint should be made c¢clear and ad-
hered to.

I've been adviaed not to print these
articles and spread the alleged bad re-
ports. However, that wouldn't stop them
and we'll get an anawer to the guestlon
of, "WHEN IS A REVIEW NOT A REVIEWT"

THE KRAZY KODE

n effect,the performer takes from his pocket a telegram

on which 1s an obviously coded message. A pair of regular
Jice are handed a spectator along with the telegram,and the
performer turns his back. The dice are thrown,
mltiplied together. The spectator then ls ask-
to that word in the wire and concentrate stead-
and its meaning. Nething has been told the perw
glthough he has no idea of the numbers
dice, he correctly gives out the letters of the

and the two

arrived

cover of

of

so arranged

repeating
and in the order given, until

To make
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| ¥aTE LEIPZIa |

Barbizon-Flazs, New York City, March 21, 1937.
Time: 30 minutes. Revlewed by Dr. Jacob Daley.

1 Twentieth Century Handkerchief Trick, Hank
vanished by use of glass chimney and found
between two silka- previoualy tied and placed
in a tumbler,

2 Leipzig Four Ace Routine. Committee of four
invited on stage. The eces placed in dif-
ferent parts of the deok and caused to van-
ish. They reappeared one at a time, by slap-
ping the face of the deck by performer, and
finally by the assistant.

53 PFour Card Discovery Routine. Pour cards were
peoked at and deck shuffled. The first card
appeared at bottam of deck, The second card
discovered by asaistant telling performer to
stop as oards dealt down. The third card was
found by assistant deuling carda and ston-
ping at will. The lest card was discovered

by pushing & knife into paok.

4 Btabbing Card Trick. Two cards chosen, re-
pPlaced in pack and shuffled. 4 place of newa-
paper wrapped around deck and a knife plunged
into center, On removing paper, the blade
was found between the two chosen carda,

6 A Comedy of Errors Card Trick, Two serving
plates given to asalatanta., One selected &
card without looking at it and placed card
on plate. Performer ennounced that he weould
attempt to find the other threse carda of same
velue by riffling deck. The three cards thua
found ware put on second plate. Card on first
plate shown but it did not match. The three
cards con other plate are caused to change to
the value of the first,

6 Sympathetic Sults. A pucket of thirteen clubs
from soce to kKing in correct order was shown.
A rubber band placed about packet and put
on table in full wview, Another packet of 13
hearts shown and thoroughly mixed. An as-
sistant seleocted one heart and reversed it
in the heart packet., The carda in the club
packet are now found to be in the same order
as those in the mixed heart packet, and the
identical club card reversed itself in the
proper poslition,

7 & Tumbler Vaniah. A glass tumbler covered
with newspaper and an assistant gsked to
provide s bill. The performer attempted to
vanigh the bill and cause it to return to
the assistant's pocket. Suddenly the paper
orushed, the tumbler vanished, and the gloswm
was produced from the assistant's coat.

8 Me and My Shadow, This final effect was the
standard "Walking Awey From a Shadow" il-
lusion,

Mr. leipzig's sot 1a clean and polished, and
he is fortunste enough to possesa a very pleas-
ing approach, Hla muperb showmanship and his
tact serve him admirably in making his asais-
tants feel comfortable and most cooperative.
This all helps conslderably in enhancing the
effecta he pressnta,
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TATTLE TALE CARD
EDWARD REESE—

ffective is the work-up of this conceptlon,

and it is done with a borrowed &eok, The bit
of setting up can be done during another trick
or in a spare moment. The magiclan is blindfold-
ed, whilst shuffling the pack. He handas cards
to spestator and aaks him to deal about half of
the cards, say 26, onto the center of table,
Then spectator 1s asked to take any number of
cards from one to ten from the middle of the
deck (cards held in hand) and hide them in his
pocket, After this he 1s told to drop those cards
remaining in his hand bealde those on table; them
to chooae whichaver packet he wishes and hand the
other to the blindfolded magician. Bach places
his packet behind his back, and brings forwsard
one card at a time from the top of hla packet
to coincide with the card the other brings forth.
The firat person to run ocut of cards declares
that fecot. The other brings forth his next card,
The magician states that cards are so familiar
with him that they tell him all that goes on In
the pack, He asks apectator how many cerds he
hid in his pocket. The sard last brought forward
18 tummed over and proves to be the tattle tale,
telling by its number of apots, the exact number
of cards hidden in the spectator's pocket.

There is almost nothing to this as only ten
cards are arranged on top of deck at start. On
top 1s an Ace, then a Two, then a Three, etoc.,
up to the ten apot. Pay no attentlon to sults,

Prom here on the trick works itself. False
riffle shuffle while belng blindfolded hut keep
the top ten cards in place. Spectator counta
half (26) of the deck on table which puts the
setup on bottom of that paclet with the Aoe at
the face. After one runs out of cards the next
card the other brings forth tells the number
hidden in pocket from the other packet, Just be
sure the deck congists of 52 cards with no Joker,

WIRED THOUGHT
ANNEMANN —

o you happen to have a sst of the old card

from the pocket indexes among your souvenira?
And have you, by chance, one of the popular
card in the pocketbook effecta? If you have but
the first, you have the makings for a atunning
press and drawing room stunt, And 1f you alsoc
have the latter, a neat variation is possible.

P11l the indexea, not with the usuel cards,
but with folded slips of paper on which are
written the names of the cards, iike thia: "The
chosen stranger will think of the -ea-- MOPLfEy-

The Jinx is an independent mon-
thly for magicians published by
Theo. Annsmgnn of Waverly, ¥.Y,
U.S.A. It can be obtained direot
or through any magical depot for
25 oents a copy, and by subscrip-
tion 1s §1 for 5 issues postpaid
to any sddress in the world.




three of these naners are indered snd the con-
tainers pocieted, YNow Tind yourself at sorieone!s
home or in a nevs oiflce. write o prophecy, fold
it and drop it in & hat or vowl, but finger palm
1t out, low asx the observer or host to think
of some friend and to call them on the phone.
This uninoim [(te perfowmer) persoa 1s asied to
think for u few meoients und then niue uny card
that cones to his or her mind. You lumediutely
a3k host, or caller, to ask the stranger if they
had uny particular reuson for plckins that card
or if 1t was just o blind sclectlon. This allows
a full twenty to talrty seconds stall, and you
have secured thic correct paper from pocket. You
plck up hat or bowl with that hand, and arop-
ping paper to bottom, glve container teo apes-—
tator to read aloud te the person at other end
of wire. Imagine tuat person's feelingsi

¢r 111 the Indexea with playing cards as
usual. Don't ex.lain shat you will do, but just
have someone called who names & card. You take
nocketbook out and ins=ide is the cardl Talephon-
Ing o stranger to you is vhat makea thia perfeck.

RESTLESS CARPDS
ANNEMANN —

erformer shows two packs of cards. One puck

has red backs and the other has blue. From
red pack a card 1s freely selected., The per-
Yormer takes s bunch of sbout a dozen cards from
the pack gnd the seledted card is replaced arong
them, . rubber band 1s placed around the packet
and 1t ia set in full view in s clip on the tab-
le.

The seme procedure is then adopted with the
blue backed pacKk. .. card is chosen znd replaced
in a s:tall group of a dozen cards, These are
nlzo fastened wlth a rubber band, The blue packe-
et 1s set in'another e¢lip, some distance from
the red,

Taking the red packet, the maglclan removes
a card and sets it in front of the clip, back
towurd gudlence. This ldentifies the red packet.
~nother elaatic is put about the packet, length-
wise, to go with the c¢rosawise band. The same is
done with the blue packet. san identifying card
in front of the clip, and a lengthwlae elastic
bund, This makes 1t impossible for the magleclan
to remove & card from elther packet,

Then comes the mystery. The two packets are
taken, tanped together and tossed in the air.
Euch 15 caught and replaced in ite proper ¢lipe
Ihe rec packet is glven to the man who chose the
red cerd; the blue toc the man who chose the blue
card.

A blue curd is discovered in the red heap. I%
is the card that wus chosen from the blue pack!
4 red card 1s found in the blue heap. It is the
card thot was chosen from the red packi

Trie method 18 Loth subtle and simple. The packs
are arranged beforehand. Take u dozen red cerds
and nut them on the bottom of the blue puck,
rloce a dozen blue carda on the bottom of the
rr:l pucKe Just ubove the cluster of red backed
c.rds is 8 SHORT blue card. Just above the blue
Rluster 1s a SHORT red backed curd, The bottom
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ezrd of each cluster shoula be the sumne, say the
aix of diamonds.

The red backed pack 1s fonned, but the bottom
cards are not spread. A card 1s selected., Find-
ing the short red backed card, the maplcian re-
moves the boticm bunch. He iw anparently hold-
Ing a cluster of red backed cards. Only the top
card of the heap has a red back. The chosen rad
backed card roes in that group.

The same procedure goes with the blue pack,
A card 1s selected und goes into the bottom clus-
ter, which 1is presumably blue due to the top
card of the packet,

CARD IN FRONT OF EACH CLIP

The packeta are put into their clipa. To i-
dentify the supposed red heap, the magician holda
the pucket face towurds spectators and removes
the top card which he aets so the back ia seen,
He puts the lengthwise band on the heap and sets
the heap face front in the clip. Thus he has a
blue-backed heup designated by a red backed card!
He does the same with the other packet, so he has
a red backed heap deslgnated by a blue backed
cord!

KS TOSSED
mﬁoﬂuhm

The magiclan takes both heaps, holding the
faces towurd the audience. He taps them and
throws them in the alr together. This prevents
anyone from noting whlch las which, The packeta
are oaught and recognlzed by thelr backs. Each
is replaced in 1ta proper clip. But the perform-
er has actually exchanged the heapsi

The trick is done. It slmply remains to give
the red heup to the man who took the red card;
the blue heap to the chooser of the blue card,
Eagh person finds a stranger in his packet - &
curd with the back of the opposite color. Euch
card proves to be the card selected by the op-
posite party.



