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MAGICAL STAGE-CRAFT

A

I There may be some who will call t
writing of this book—by a man not known
as a performer—hard names. To such I
can only say: “spend a little time in the

auditorium and you will learn a lot about

|| the stag

me,

[he onlooker sees most of the g
and the conjurer who studies other con-
jurers at work will s their weak and their
l -.Lr-l-n\;r points, he will see what constit

their strength, and where the weakness |

This book is intended for the wizard

who has mastered the manipulative
| of his art, but whose style, metho
| deportment on the boards needs poli
| up. There is always room for improve-

i ment, and 1 hope that these sugg

| will be taken in the u]:iril in whic
them. Should anyone take offer

<home truth,’ I hu

| particularly strong
| crave forgiveness!

THE AUTHOR-
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Stage Elocution.

L

¢ COmpars

1 por

st faults are;

nm
omm

ct Enunciation,

Bad Speed.

I Ungentlemanly Diction.
Failure to make jokes clear.

try to show the cures for these in order.

Indistinct Enunciation i

Bad Speed is

The pe
w the -

atl

ence time to take in his meani

nerally the result

ner

ng.
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An e

uld be aimed

The cure is obvious—don’t do it

flow of smoothly-spoken words sh

if you overdo it you will become a bore.

Ungentlemanly Diction, /¢ esf: an un
style of speaking, is fatal to the wizard who w

iner. We car

o0onl enterts

, but

shine as a drawing

talk like University mer

W

e must

attention to the correct placing of our *

good s0¢

performing in what is known as

than an

conjuror had better drop a palmed 1

Gentlemen and ladies like to be entertained by
the

cynically at the perfort

nke

owil ‘.-IJ:\ 55

Gents., I 'ave 'ere a

conjuror who has not had the a

to speak well, would

educaticn, enabling hi
put himself under a good teacher of elocution. I

mean £ s. d. to him in the long run.

Failure to make Jokes clear is a

well-known

good patter. I recently saw a

who simply talked jokes

To watch his face when perpetr

the absence of any facial actir

A mild use of the expressions
discreet use of emphasis and ]|;|11si;1g--:--| Lt

make a wonderful difference
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have to

Vvou
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an easy speed. Try and talk

e to find out

them see the joke

nt of your
construed into

is a wide gulf fixed

1

the man

» who has succeeded will

wlience in his favour,

mile.

to extremes

the toothache, Remember
>t of an entertainment is to

infect

clearly,

odness sake don't
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arks *“aside,” 4

The conjuror who makes
deserves to |

X U:'L']lt"'.

friends at the wings or in the

haps the most atroc

hissed off the stage, This
bad form a conjurer can indulge in, though a fa
Young men often

with many soi-disant *
it clever to thus appear careless and * bored

occupying the They only bring themsels

ridicule, which they thoroughly mernit.

Make the audience think you are do
best to ples luty. ¥
certainly not win their approval by any other mea

e them, which is your

Showmanship.

e
One might misquote : ** Appearance, perfi

and showmanship—the greatest of these

is sl

ship!”

h 111:11—:cr2 lll.n:' t
arvellous, When !

is an art whi
good, and ricks look 1

hold of a marvellous trick the true she

The latte

ywman W

into a

It may well be termed th
of a show. Let me give an example of

to magic.



* POOT Conit

= weak

taking about as lo

5 more

e in showi

o
g

He does not open his hand
Af]

he opens it

sundry crm

4 much as to say: it

h.

O compares

e evanishment

n merely says:

Hitere

ct is l-ull:m\-ul:murur{liu;

blir

takes his applause with a

15 -||u'.\:u:m=.."'.i:| in

liard hall

I will make the

" the action as

fuss. He probably

that his hands are

up the excitement

v and with gre:
st.  The trick at

ddenly to show tl

1g and crunching

it

at a

a pleased

was jolly hard, but

the trick, while

h the
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The Choice and Arrangemen

Of a Programme.
L

For CHILDREN.

v and fun. Spring bl

Provide plenty of

and paper ribbons £l their souls with delight,

cards tricks are stagnation.
For MEN.

You can select your most complicated co

tricks and card effects. You have the be

obtainable, and the most attentive and

intelligent.

Men by themselves are better hehaved

ird) than when they ar

point of view of the wi

ladies.

For a MimxgEp AUDIENCE.
You will req

tricks requiring borrowed article

e a blend of the above.

¢ and volunteer &=

ants will be valuable.

THE MUSIC HALL AUDIENCE

;s that the

hardest to please. You must do t1

1em wa

from the back, and must not keep

Sit at the rear of a big hall an

do the “coin palming " or

ight from 2 distance 1t

A more uninteresting

dfficult to imagine



THE END.

manc

tricks that can be

piece ol pag

is the most

seen at a
ts, let

visible

mencement.

effect to get

a “hall show" is

uld pay
" the
\ lous
to a marvellous

to the

s a different

waltz ™ is being

s well,

ital laid out in a
L comy

itively

how

has pone out of




PRACTICAL PROPS,

.. MADE BY ..
GILBERT » STOUT, ~of POPLAR

B IblﬂL 1() PRODU LI IIA\I)E\ER( HIEF. The

lmm] _kl'lll\\!l empty, I8 [;m(] at; when a ‘.IIL instant
The pistol does the trick. Complete

appears in same.

The collapsible 4ft. POST HURN._ shortens to 7 inc&

Really playable, price 8-

CONJURING  FOR CONJURDRS

the new work h_s C. UR\]T(]\ & G STOUT, 1/7

Best silk UNION JACKS, 30 x 30, 2/6 each.

Address: 7, Upper North St., Pup!ar LONDON, E

e e e e P e i PR

2 1 Dosl Tree.

Che IMagician’s Book of pati:

by Charles IMedrington, 1/1 post Tree.

Messrs G ORNUM & Co

The Whit

Address
1\
4 Duke Street, CHARING CROSS, LONF



DAVENPORT'S

for New and Up=to=date
Magical Wonders. . . . .
THE ABODE OF MAGICAL NOVELTIES,

30, Riles Read, Plaistow, London, E.

Agents for Magician's Monthly Journals:

Magic, The Wizard, Sphinx, The Conjurer, and Magician.

K

RBSOLUTELY NEW MAGICAL TRICKS.

The LIGHTNING HANDKERCHIEF CHANGE  4/-

GREAT FLYING CARD, 7d., large size 16

The YOGI CARD WONDER ... ol .. 26
The X-RAY CARD TRICK . 2/8
DEVIL'S OWN CARD TRICK RS
RPPEARING CARD IN POCKET S
The TELEPHONE MYSTERY i SR

Send for List of New Tricks and Books.

OPE 1 S
N T0 Buy og EXCHANGE TRICKS AND BOOKS.

Address all communications to 1 —

HEWIS ODAVENPORT,

Caler and Maker of

Up-to-Date Magical Novelties,

39, Riles Road, PLAISTOW, E.




DAVENPORT’'S

Preofessional Price List of Magicians Sundig

Flower Balls to produce from hat etc., per dozen 3/6, flowerbd
strings, 6 flower balls on a ribbon, 2/9 each, postage 3d,
Collapsible Walking Sticks, complete in nickeled case, 7/6.
€lastic, best silk cord for pulls, etc., per yard 3d., per dozen I
Bullion Fringe, gold: 1 in,, 1/2 yard, 1% in., 1/8, 2 in, 2520
2/4, 3 in., 2/6, 4 in., 3/9, 6 in., 5/6 yard, all post free.
Bullion Fringe, silver: 1 in., 1/- yard, 1% in, 1/4, 2 in, 548
2/3, 3 in., 2/6, 4 in., 3/6, 6 in., 5/- yard, all post free.
French 6old Braid, 13 in, 4d. yard, 1 in,, 8d. yard, post free.
S1ars for table decoration : 1 in., diameter 3d. each, 1% in,, 4d ]
2 in., 6d. each; 3 in., 10d. each; other sizesin stock, phease &
requirements, supplied in dozens at special prices.
Cresents: 2 in., 9d. each, 24 in,, 10d. each, 3 in. I/- each, any
to order, dozens at special prices.
£arge Multiplving coin plate, china 2/- postage 4d. exira.
RNest of SiX BoX¢s, for producing vanished coin, best m ke, 3%
€aa IB{.IQS. small 6d. each, postage 1d., large size 1/- p
Magicians Pistol tubes, Japaned black, 2/- postage 2d.
Inetal Thumb, for paper tearing trick, best make, 1/6 pos
card boxes, 1/6 each, postage 1d., the pair 3/- post free.
American 6lass Jar and Coin Trick, splendidly made,
free.
Uneek. Disc and Coin Trick, a splendid pocket trick, 1/- post e
The Devil's OWN Card Trick, latest card trick, 1/1 post free
DaveHport’s Latest Shiding Die Box, complete with ¥ 8
and all accessories, best on t t, 15/- postage 9d. euil8
The Maaic blocks, inve bit, complete Wi ;
£1 1s, by post 6d. ex with wooden easel, i
stand 19/, postage 6d. T wture edition
for drawing rooms, &c., complete with easel, 10/
extra.
Wonderral Flower and Cone 111
Qrnum’s Osoensy Wine and W
splendid glass jug and four g
small handy size, 1/3, by Post 2/- =
Wonderrul Patent Puzs with directions, 1
Puzzl¢ Padlocks, v cuff tricks, 1/2
Rew ball and hief cha made in Ivor
New Chain R
Che Devil's H

Ziar ‘aker of B

rrom LEWIS DAVENPORT, PSi il
30, RILES ROAD, PLAISTOW, E.

If what pou require is mot here, pleass write, as 1 ¢

suprly F*
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