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9' / Shetlock Holmes 

One tnaly believes (at least while under the spell of the narrative) that 
Holmes's new applied science is possible for the diligent student of 
his "methods." As has been noted: 

The fictitious world to which Sherlock Holmes belonged, expected or him 
wbal the real world or the day expected of its scientists· more light and more 
justice. As a creatlOII of a doctor who had been ,oaked in the rationalist 
thought or 1he period. the Holmesian cycle offers us for the first 11me the 
spectacle of a hero triumph1111 apin and again by means of logic and scien­
tific method. 1Nordon 1967. p. 247) 

This fascination with the possibility of the mundane applicatioa of 
scientific methods to the interpersonal world has captured nol only 
the imagination of the lay readers of the Holmes sap. It has had an 
appreciable effect upon criminologists and those concerned with the 
real life problems that parallel those fictionally encountered by Sher­
lock Holmes. Thus. a representative from the Marseilles Scientific 
Police Laboratories pointed out that " many of the methods invented 
by Conan Doyle are to-day in use in scientific laboratories" (Aston• 
Wolfe 1932, p. 328); the Director of the Scientific Detective Labora­
tories and President of the Institute of Scientific Criminology has 
stated that "the writinas of Conan Doyle have done more than any 
other one thing to Stimulate active interest in the scientific and analyt­
ical investigation of crime" (May 1936, p. IL); and, most recently, an 
e1Lpen on firearms hu arped that Holmes should be called "Father 
of Scientific Crime Detection" (Bera 1970). Many famous criminolo­
gists, including Alphonse Benillon and Edmond Locard, have cred· 
ited Holmes as a teacher and source of ideas. and Holmes's techniques 
of observation and inference are still presented as a useful model for 
the criminal investigator (Hogan and Schwanz 1964).1 

In addition to the very practical consequences of Sherlock 
Holmes's influence upon modem criminology, lhe reality of his 
" method" is even better shown through an understandina of his ori­
gins. In his autobiography. Memories and Ad,•entures (1924). Doyle 
clearly states that the character of Holmes was patterned after bis 
memories of his professor of surgery when Doyle was in medical 
school. Joseph Bell. M.D., F .R.C.S., Edinburgh, whom Doyle re­
called as capable of lite kind of observation and inference so charac­
teristic of Holmes. Bell's remarkable ability is well e1Lemplifled by the 
followina anecdote related by Doyle: 

In one: of hi$ be,1 ca.~e~ he said 10 a civilian patient. "Well, my man. you' ve 
served in the army:• •· Aye. Sir ... " Not Iona discharaed?'" '"No, Sir ... •• A 
Hiahland rqiment?" ··Aye. Sir." '"A non-Com officer?"' '"Aye. Sir." ••Sta-
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uoncd at Barbado'll7" "Aye, Sir." "You ~ec. gentlemen." he would explain. 
"the man was a rnpcctful man but did not remove his hat. They do not in the 
army, but he would have learned civilian way~ bad he been long discharged. 
He hu an air of authonty and he 1s obviously Scottish. As to Barbados. his 
complaint 1s F.lephantiasis, which IA We51 lndUU1, and 001 British." To bis 
11udlence of Watsons. it all seemed very m1raculou~ until II was explained, and 
then it became ,imple enough (Doyle 1930, p. 23 I 

h is likely. however, that Holmes was only partly patterned after Dr. 
Bell and is actually a composite of several persons. •0 Ultimately. 
though, uthere l!i no doubt that the real Holmes was Conan Doyle 
himself' !Starrett 1960. p. 102). As Michael and l\.tollie Hardwick 
have shown in their remarkable study Thr Man Who Wa., Shrrloek 
Hulm,s (19641, the parallels in Doyle's life. includin_g the successful 
solution of several real-life mysteries and Doyle's championing of jus­
tice (best seen in bis obtaining the ultimate release and clearing of two 
men falsely convicted of murder. the celebrated cases of George Ed­
alji and Oscar Slater)," clearly demonstrate the roots of Holmes's 
essential character and methods within his creator. Dr. Edmond Lo­
card, Chief of the Surete Police Laboratories at Lyon, stated that 
"Conan Doyle was an absolutely astonishing scientific investigator," 
and the criminologist Albert Ullman took the position that "Conan 
Doyle was a greater criminologist than bi!I creation Sherlock 
Holmes" (quoted in Anonymous 1959. p. 691. 

The important point being made here is that the successes of Dr. 
Bell and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle demonstrate lhe fact that the 
methods of scientific analysis exemplified and dramatized by Sher• 
lock Holmes in his adventures have had their counterparts in the real 
world. As the well known American detective Wilham Bums put it: 

I often have been asked ,r the principl" outlined by Conan Doyle. in 1he 
Sherlock Holmes storie~ CQUkl be applied in teal dctecuve work. and my 
reply 10 this qucstton i, decidedly "ye\" (Quoted m Anonymou5 1959, p. 68) 

What. then exactly. is the "method" of Sherlock Holmes, and what 
are its limitations and implications for a modem applied social psy­
chology? We tum now 10 an examination of Holmes's views of science, 
and of man and societ}'. and to bis prescriptions for the applications 
of the former to the latter as these are outlined in the canon. 

THE METHOD OF SHERLOCK HOLMES 

11 is unfortunate that although Holmes's method is central to hi§ 
character and universal attractiveness, there is no systematic state· 
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ment of it to be tound in the canon. It is also surprisina to ftnd that 
relatively little consideration bu been liven to his techniques of "de­
duction" in the massive bibliopaphy of Sherlockiana. Most Sher­
lockians have been more concerned with their own application of 
Holmes's techniques to the clues available in the canon than upon an 
examination of the methods themselves. Thcrd'ore, we must tum to a 
search for the many but scattered statements about his method ut• 
tered by Holmes throughout bis adventures. 

Holmes'• "Science of Deduction and Analysis" 
It has often been stated that science is but refined common sense. 
With this Holmes would probably aaree for he states that bis own 
approach is a "simple art, which Is but systematized common 
sense. "11 But his view is not a simple or mechanical view of the pro­
cess, for at another point he notes that a "mixture of imasination and 
reality .. . is the basis of my art. " 11 Though Holmes stresses raw em­
piricism to a dqree reminiscent of the arcbinductionist Francis Ba• 
con, he does not neglect the importance of creative imagination. .. It 
is. I admit, mere ima&ination," Holmes states, "but how often is imaa­
ination the mother of tn1th?"14 "One's ideas must be as broad as na• 
ture ir they are to interpret nature, " 11 he notes, and 

breadth of view . . • is one of 1he essen1iah of our profession. The interplay of 
ideas and the oblique uses of knowledae are oflen of eiunonfinary interest.•• 

Although Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was to become a major promoter 
of spiritualism, Holmes, in a true Comtean manner of positivism 
and scientific skepticism refuses to seriously entertain hypotheses 
of supernatural causation. Recognizina that "the devil's aaeats 
may he of flesh and blood,"" before considcrina the possibility that 
"we are dealin& with forces outside the ordinary laws of Nature," he 
araues that ·•we are bound to exhaust all other hypotheses before 
falling back on this one.•·•• Holmes states of himself that 

this A,ency stands flatfooted upon the ,round, and there it must mnam. The 
world is bi& enoup for us. No posts need apply, 11 

Holmcs's general philosophical assumptions about the universe are 
somewhat unclear. Although he apparently believed in a purposeful 
universe,'° and hoped for the goodness of Providence,u he also ex­
pr«sed a more cynical view when he asked Watson: 

Bui ii not alJ life palhetic and futile? .•. we reach We arasp, And whal 1s left 
in our hands at the end'? A shadow. Or worse than a shadow-misery.• 
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This view or all knowledae as "shadows," aside from its depressive 
context here, is very much in keepina with the modem scientific and 
essentially pragmasic view of man as a creator or "cognitive maps•· 
and theoretical "realities" or "conjectures" rather than as discoverer 
of objective truths and laws. 

Holmes also epitomizes the basically deterministic orientation of 
most modem social science. As he remarked: 

The ideal teaSOMI' , •• would, when he had once been shown a sinafe fact in 
all its bearinp. deduce from it not only all the chain o( events which led up to 
It but also all the results which would follow from it. As Cuvier could cor• 
reedy describe a whole animal by the contemplation or a sinate bone, so the 
observer who has thorouahlY understood one link in a series of incidcnlll 
should be able 10 accunucly state all the. other ones, both before and after.11 

Or as Holmes put it in his seminal article "The Book of Life" (in a 
111aaazin-: Dr. Waason unfonunately nealected to name): 

from a drop of water • , . a logician could infer the possibility of an Atlan11c 
or a Niap11 without having acen or heard of one or the other. SO aU life is a 
rp-cat chain, the nature of which is known whenever we arc shown a single 
link of iL Like all other arts. the Science of Deduction and Analysis is one 
which can only be acquired by Iona and patient study, nor is life Iona cnouah 
10 allow any monal to attain the hi&hest pouible perfection in it .. 

This detemunism was seen as present at all levels of life, but 
Holmes clearly sides with sociology against many psychologists when 
he states that 

while the individual man i~ an insoluble puzzle. in the aagregate he becomes a 
mathematical certainty. You can, for eitamplc. nevt:r foretell what any one 
man will do. but you can wy with precision what an avcrqc member will be 
up to. Individuals vary. but percenta,es rcmam con~tant. 111 

As with all nomothetic sciences, emphasis is placed upon the 
search for laws and recurrent events. Holmes is greatJy impressed by 
reaularities and repetitions in history. and ln speakin& of a crime to 
his friend Inspector Gregson, Holmes echoes Ecclesiastes when he 
says: "There is nothing new under the sun. It has all been done be­
fore."• And on another occasion he says of his arch-enemy: "Every­
thing comes in circles, even Professor Moriany."~ Holmes seeks oul 
aeneralizations and will ultimaaely seule only for universal proposi­
tions. As he put it: " I never make exceptions. An exception disproves 
the rule.'._ 
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Central to Holmes's basic approach. however. is bis concern with 
the empirical verification of bis conjectures. His emphasis on induction 
- an emphasis more present in bis words than in his actual prac­
tice, as we shall see-is based on a put fear of conceptUal detac• 
ment from the "real" world of ob&crvable phenomena. "The 
temptation to form premature theories upon insufficient daUI is the 
bane or our profession.'' be tells Inspector MacDonald.• For as 
Holmes says again and again: 

It 1s a capital mistake to theorize before one has data. Insensibly one be,ins 
10 twist facts 10 suit theories, instead of theories 10 suit facts.• 
It is II capital mistake to llleorize m advance of the facts. 11 

It is a capital mistake to theorize before you have all !he evidence.• 

. . . ii is an error to arsue in front of your data. You find your.elf insensibly 
twisting them round 10 ftt your theorie~ • 

And 
how daaccrous It always is 10 reason from insufficient daia. a. 

Holmes insists upon the absolute necessity or obiervable facts. 

"Data! data! daua! .. he cried Impatiently. " I can·t make bricks without 
clay."" 

But he claims even more than this, for his posture is attemptedly a­
theoretical in an inductive manner remarkably reminiscent of the sort 
of posture taken today by some behavioristic followen or B.F. 
Skinner. But like the Skionerians, Holmes is forced to assert at least 
provisional hypotheses or "hunches" about the world. Holmes may 
cry out "No. no: I never guess. It is a shocking habit-destructive to 
the logical faculty,',. but he is forced to acknowledac that 

one forms provisional theories and wailS for lime and fuller knowledge to ex• 
plodc them. A bad habit ... ; but human nature is weak ... 

At base. Holmes puts his trust in the empirical world which he sees 
as the firm and ultimate arbiter. "I can discover facts, Watson, but I 
cannot chanae them..,. And these facts must always be queslioned 
for " it is as well to test everythina. "• 

Holmes's Method 
Holmes clearly subscribed to the general rule of the modem scientific 
community that since scientific: knowledae is or its definition p11blk 
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knowledge (in so far as ii must be inter-subjectively communicable), it 
$hould ideally be open to public scrutiny. Holmes generally makes no 
secret of his methods. 

It has always been my habil 10 hide none: of my me1hods euhc:r from my 
friend WBLwn or from anyone who mi1h1 lake an in1elliaen1 1n1ere1-1 in 1hetn.'" 

Holmes does occasionally fail to inform his astounded clients of his 
methods. especially in the early stages of his cases, for, as be put it: 
" I have found it wise 10 impress clients with a sense of power:·•• Yet. 
he usually lets us in on his reasonings and points out that the method 
is basically quite unmysterious. 

It is not really difflcuh lo construct a series of inferences, eath dependenl 
upon ils predecessor and each simple in itself. If. after doing w , one simply 
knocks ou1 all the central inferences and presen1s one·!> audience wilh lhe 
s1ar1ing-poin1 and the: conclusion. one may produce a startling. thouJh J)Q11· 

!<ibly a lllefelricious. effec1 . ., 

Holmes was very concerned with the clear presentation of his meth· 
ods, so much so. in fact, that he complained or Watson's romanti­
cizing his adventures: 

Your fatal habn t>f looking al everything from the point of vie\lo of a story Ill• 
stead of as a scienlillc exercise has ruined what mighl have been an inslruc• 
live and even classical KOCs of dcmoos1ralians.'" 

He even spoke or his plans 10 do the job properly himself: 

I propose IQ devote my de<:linina years 10 the compoMUUn of a telttbook 
which ~hall focus the whole ar1 of detecuon into one vt>lume .... 

J n speaking of the "qualities necessary for the ideal detective." 
Holmes noted that they were: (I) knowledge, (2) the power of 
observation. and (3 I the power of deduction. u We tum now to an 
examination of each or these. 

The Detec-tfre's Nt'f'd for Know/,-d((e. As we have seen, Holmes 
stressed the interconnectedness of all elements of the umverse in hili 
deterministic view. He also recognized the complexities and some­
times surprising connections that might be found. for he noted that 

for strange eff'ects and extraordinary combinations we musl go 111 lire i1Self, 
which is always far more daring than any eff'on of the imagination.• 



Thus, the effective detective mUSl be well informed about a vast spec­
trUm of potentially relevant bits of information. Holmes's own store­
house of information was astounding. As we noted earlier, be placed a 
peat emphasis on breadth of knowlqe.41 Watson indicates chat 
Holmes's mastery of the topics relevant to bis profession (includina 
chemistry. British law, anatomy, botany, geoloay, and especially the 
sensational literature) was remarkable.41 Yet. WahOn also notes that 
Holmes's "ilftorance was as remarkable as his knowledae.',. for 
Holmes apparendy knew practically nothing of literature. philosophy. 
astronomy, or politics.• Holmes explained his lack of concern with 
these areas as follows: 

You see •.• I consider that a man's brain originally is like a little empty aitic, 
and you have to stock it with such l\ami1ure as you choose. A fool takes ill all 
the lumber of every 1ort thal he comes acrou, 10 that the knowledp which 
might be useful to him aets crowded out. or at best is Jumbled up with a loc of 
other things. so that he has a difficulty in la)'U!I h11 lwld1 upoa ,t. Now the 
skillful workman is very c:aret\11 indeed as to whal he takes illlo his brain• 
allic. He will have nothilll bul I.he lools which may help him In doing his 
work. but of lhese he has • larae assortmeat, and all in the most perfect order. 
I I Is a mi5lake IO think that that little room has elutic walls and can distend 
10 any e1tlenL Depend upon it there comes a time when for every addition of 
knowledae you rorget something that you knew before. II is oC the highest 
importance, therefore, !IOI 10 have useles1 facts elbowing out the useful 
ones.•• 

Despite this avoidance or the irrelevant (based upon a view of 
memory with which most contemporary expens on cognitive pro­
cesses would certainly disagree), Holmes still stocked a vast quantity 
or information in bis memory that was not immediately useful: for as 
he stated on another occasion: 

My mind is like a crowded b<>1t•room wi1h pukels of all sorts stowed away 
lherein- 10 many that I may well have but a vaaue perception of what was 
there.11 

What Holmes basically argued for- was the need for specializauon in 
the quest for knowledge so that one might pin the maximum in re­
sources relevant to one·, analytic needs. The arsument is not pri• 
marily one for avoiding some areas of knowledge so much as ii i11 for 
a commitment of one's limited resources to the most efficient ends. 
As Holmes stated in a somewhat different context: 

Some facts should be suppre5sed, or at leul &JUSI sense o(proportlOQ ,hould 
be observed in tn:ating 1hem.» 
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Thus. not all knowledge is equally useful, a viewpoint cenainly the 
dominant motif in edUC.1tion (not only in the study of social psy­
chology but in most areas) today. 

The Del«lfre's Need/or Obsen·atiun. Holmes emphasized the need 
for keen observation, for in detective work "genius is an infinite ca­
pacity for taking pains .• ,.. Openness and receptivity to data is essen­
tial. 

I make a point of never havi111 any prejudices and of following docilely wher­
ever ract may lead me ... 

Holmes was much aware of the need to control for subjective 
di!nonions even in relation to his clients. 

I 1 1s of the fiJ'St imponance . , not to allow your Judaement to be biased by 
personal qualities. A client is to me a mere unit, a factor In a problem. The 
emotiollal qualities are antaa0nistic to clear reasonina ... 

His arcatest empha.,is, however, Willi upon "observing" what others 
merely "see.·• Thus, though both Dr. Watson and Holmes had walked 
the steps leading up from the hall to their room hundreds of times, 
Holmes had "observed" that there were seventeen steps while 
Watson had merely "seen" them.t1 As Holmes put it: 

The world is full of obviou1 things which nobody by any chance ever ob­
serves ... 

There is nothina more deceptive than an obviou!I fact.• 

I have trained myself to notice what I see.• 

Holmcs·s observation extended not only to observed facts and 
events but also to their absence. Negative evidence is frequently re• 
garded as highly significant. Thus, when lm1pcctor MacDonald asks 
Holmes if he found anything compromising following Holmes's search 
through Professor Moriarty's papers, Holmes replied, " Absolutely 
nothing. That was what amazed me.•·•• Or. speaking of the absence 
of international activity following the theft of an imponant gov• 
emment document, Holmes noted: "Only one imponan1 thins has 
happened in three days, and that is tha1 nothing bas happened .• ,.. But 
the classic example- is the often-quoted instance during Holmes·s 
search for a missina race-horse wherein lnspccror Gregory asks 
Holmes: 

~1s there any other point 10 which you would wish 10 draw my auen11on-r· 
"To the curious incident of the doa in the m&hl•limc." 
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''111c dog did nodlina 1n the nipt-lime." 
"That W11$ the curiou1 incident." remarked Sherlock Holme$.• 

Throughout the canon, Holmes emphasizes the importance of what 
to the less trained might appear to be trifles. But for Holmes, "there is 
nothins so important as tri fies,"" and "to a great mind . . . nothing is 
litt1e.·• 

It has long been an axiom or mine that the litdc thinas arc infinitely the most 
important.• 

You know my method. It is founded upon the observan,ce ortriftcs." 
Never trust to general impressions . .. but concentrate upon thc details.• 

Attention to minutiae is essential, for 

as long as the criminal remains upon two leg$, so lone must there be !IOme 
idcnrlflcatioa. 50fflC abrasion. some trillina displacement which can be de· 
tecled by the scientific SC11rchcr. • 

The Detective's Need for Deduction. Holmes has almost unlimited 
faith in the power of scientific analysis to obtain a reconstruction of 
human events. for, as he put it: "What one man can invent. another 
can discover .• .,. For Holmes. "the grand thing is to be able to reason 
backwards."" Reuonins from a set of events to their consequences 
Holmes calls "synthetic" reasonina. whereas reasoning "backwards" 
from the results to their causes he calls "analytic" reasonins. 

There arc fifty who can reason syn1hctically for one who c:an reason analyti­
cally •... There arc few people .•.. , if you told them thc result. would be 
able to evolve from their own inner consciou,ncss what the steps were which 
led up 10 that result." 

The first step Holmes suggests is basic examination and sifting out 
from the existina information the definite from the less definite data. 

The di fflcult y Is to detach the framework of fact - of absolute. undeniable 
fact - from the embellishments of theorists and reporters. Then, having e111a1>­
lished ourselves upon this sound basis. It is our duty to see what inferences 
may be drawn. and which are the ,pec1al poinls upon which the whole mys­
tery turns. 711 

It i1 of the highes1 importance in the art of detection to be able to rccosnize 
out or a number or facts which are incidental and which vital.,. 
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Following a sorting of the facts for their reliability, Holmes recom­
mends special inspection of the unique and unusual details present in 
the situation. 

The more <1111rl and grote5que an incident is, the more carefully it deserve5 to 
be examined, and the very point which appears to complicate a case is. when 
duly considered and scientilically hllndled, the one which is most likely to 
elucidate it." 

Singularity is almost mvanably a clue. The more featureless and common­
place a crime js, the more difficult is it to brin, home."' 

What is out or the common is usually a su,de rather than a hindrance." 

II is only the colourleS3, uneventful cue whic:h is hopeless.,. 

Yet. Holmes notes that extreme unevenlfulness may itself be a sin­
gular event which gives a clue to the mystery: 

Depend upon ii there ts nothing so unnatural as the commonpluce." 

Holmes is careful in his evaluation of circumstantial evidence. It is 
not to be ignored for "circumstantial evidence is occasionally very 
convincing, as when you find a trout in lhe milk .• ,.. But lhe investi­
gator must be very cauti()us. since 

circumstantial evidence 1s a very trk:ky thing .• : ii may point very i,traiglu 
10 one thing, but if you shift your own poml of view a liule, you may find ii 
pointin, in an equally uncompromising manner to something entirely dif­
ferent.•• 

Although Holmes·s greatest emphasis 1s upon the objec1ive gath­
ering of facts, he fully recognizes the heuristic value of imaginative 
reconstruction through role playing by the investigator. 

You'll get re11ults ... by always pulling yoursclr in the other fellow's place, 
and thinkin, what you would do yourself. I I takes some ima,inalion but It 
pays." 

You know my methods in such cases ... : I put my&elf in the man's place, 
and hav,na first puaed his intelligence. I try to imagine how I should myself 
have proceeded under the same circumstance§.a 

Holmes emphasizes the need for pursuing several possible lines of 
explanation any one of which lakes account of the facts. Other hy­
potheKs must always be entenained, and when considering an expla­
nation, "you should never lose sight or the ahemative .. ,.. 



One thould always look for a possible alternative and provide apimt it. lt Is 
the lint rule of criminal mvestisation.• 

For 

when you follow two "parate chains ol tbouaht .• you will find some point 
ol intersection which should approximate the IJ'Uth. • 

From thi1 reconstruction of alternative explanations which fit the 
facts. one must move next into what miaht superficially appear to be 
auessing but is actually 

the regioa where we balanc,. probabilities and choose the most likely. It is the 
scientific use of the imq1D111ion, but we have always some material basis on 
which to start our speculat10n1. 01 

Holmes see5 arrival at the truth in terms of setting hypotheses into 
competition with one another. But the weiahin& of the alternatives 
includes not only a comparison of them in terms of probability. Expla­
nations must always be considered in terms of their possibility. 1be 
possible, however, is determined not only by the feasibility of the 
sugestcd events. It is also the remaining result of elimination of 
those alternative hypotheses perceived to be impossible. Holmes 
often repeats "the old axiom that when all other contingencies fail, 
whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth."• 

Though the analytic process described above is primarily an exer­
cise in logic without direct recourse to the empirical world. Holmes 
next demanded the empirical validation of the resulting hypotheses in 
terms which closely approximate what is today called the l,ypothetico­
deductl,·e method.• 

I will give my process of thouaht ... That process ... slarts upon the suppc>­
sition that when you have eliminated all which 1s impossible, that whatever 
remains, however improbable, m~t be lhc truth. It may well be that several 
explanations remain. in which cue one tries test after test until one or other 
of I.hem has a convmcina amount of support ... 

For 

when the original intellcc:tual deduction ls confirmed point by point by quite a 
number of independent accident$, then the subjective becomes objective and 
we can say confidently that we have reached our ,oat.•• 

Throuahout Holmes's approach, logical (mostly deductive) and 
empirical (mostly inductive) considerations are in constant interrela-
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lion. The empirical restricts the theoretical, as in the case where 
Holmes states that 

I I Is impossible as I 111a1e 11. and therefore I must in some respect have !>!Bled 
ii wrong.• 

But empirical event,; must he interpreted in terms of established 
theoretical considerations. Thus. 

when a fa,;1 appears to be oppo,,cd 10 a Iona tram of deductions. ii invariably 
prove~ 10 be capable of havin1 some other interpretation ... 

In a very real and practical sense, Holmes's method anticipated the 
contemparary emphasis in sociology upon lhe intertwining relation­
ships between theory and research (cf., Merton 1957, pp. 85-117 ). 

The Application of Holnws's Method 

Thus far, we have outlined Holmes's general approach to the proble­
matic in social life. We turn now to a consideration of the limitations 
or that approach, especially as exemplified in Holmes's own applica­
tions of his method. 

Holmes·., Uses of Obser1·a1ion. Throughout the adventures. Holmes 
insist& upon intensive familiarization of the investigator with his prob­
lem. for familiarity wilJ bring clarification. He notes that "it fr, a mis­
take to confound strangeness with mystery." Familiarity is seen all 

generally reducing the problematic clements in an event. He even 
states that 

as a rule ••• the more biZlllTC a thing i, the less my~lermu, II prove~ to be.• 

Familiarization can also remove fear. for the unfamd1ar leaves us 
room for imagination. and "where there 1s no imagination. there is no 
horror.''" 

Holmes attempted to familiarize himself with all possible observ­
able details of life which might have a bearing upon hh criminal cases. 
This familiarization was not just the result of passive observation but 
includes lhe active search for new details of meaning which might 
prove useful in the future. Thus, for example, Holmes was described 
as having at one time beaten a a,rp,e to discern how bruises might be 
produced after death. 111 

Holmes argued, as we have noted, that all human actton, lc;i11e 
some traces from which the discerning investigator c:un deduce infor­
mation. This emphasis on obtaining indirect data from wurces 
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thro111h observation of physical tnlees constitutes an early recogni­
tion or the potential uses of what recently have been tea med Mn­
obtrllsfre measures. (Webb, et al., 1966, p. 3.S). Apin and again, 
Holmes concerns himself with the small details about those involved in 
his inquiries. 

I c:an never brina you to realize the importanCC or slecvn, the sugcsUVCIICSS 
or thumbnails. or the areal issuca that may hana from a boot lace. 

Al-y• look at the bands first, ••• then c:ufh, lrOUser•knees and boots.• 

{TJhere is no part or the body which vllries so much aa the human ear. Each 
ear is as a rule quite diuincuve, and diff'erent from all other ones.•• 

It would be dilllcuh IO name any articles which atrord a finer fidd ror infer• 
ence than a pair of &lasses.,., 
Pipes are occasionally of exuaordinary interest • • Nothina has more indi­
viduality save, perflapa, waiches and bootlaces.•• 

Nor does Holmes restrict his observa1ions to things seen or heard. 
The investigator should develop his sense of smell, too, for 

there are seventy-five perfumes, which it is very necessary that a cnm1nal 
e,tpen should be able to disunauisb from each other. and cases have more 
than once within my own experience depended upon their prompt ~i­
tioo. •• 

Possibly the most important and frequent among the traces care­
fully examined by Holmes is the footprint. Of it he says: 

There is no branch of detective science which is so important and so much 
nqlec:tcd as the an of tracina footprints., .. 

Even the traces of bicycle tires are not left unconsidered by Holmes, 
who claims at one point that he can differentiale some forty-two dif­
ferent "tyre impressions. " 1• 

Though Holmes 's uses of the observable differences which he notes 
and conveys to the reader are of\en fantastic and hardly practicable in 
the "real world" outside the pages of the canon, the basic approach 
represented by these fictional narratives has startling parallels in the 
actual world or criminalislics and forensic medicine (e.a., cf. Stewart• 
Gordon 1961 ) where true cases of detection through subtle observation 
and inference are often rar more startling than anydlin, ever suuested 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

The Character of Holme.s's l,iferences. Althou&h examples of 
Holmes·s remarkable uses of inference abound in the Sberlockian lit• 
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erature. as with his basic method, linle attention has been given to an 
examination of the losic of hi1 applications I minor, largely non-critical 
and merely admiring studies would include those of Harl 1948, 
Schenck 1953. Mackenzie 19.56. Ball 19.58, and, especially. Hitchings 
1946). 

Careful examination of the sixty narra1ives lhal comprise the canon 
reveals at least 217 clearly described and discernible cases of Infer­
ence (unobtrusive measurement) made hy Holmes. Many of these are 
strung together in logical chains with Holmes gathering a area• deal of 
information from a single object or evenL ,.. Thus, numerou!> in­
stances appear in one story (at least thirty in "A Study in Searle!") 
with few or none (as in "The Adventure of the Dying Delective") in 
others. 

Althouah Holmes often speaks of his ded11r1ions. these are ac1ually 
quile rarely displayed in !he canon. Nor are Holmes's most common 
inferences technically inductions. More exaclly. Holmes con!listen1ly 
displays what C.S. Peirce ha,; called abduc·tions}01 Following Peirce·s 
distinctions, lhe differences between deduclion. induction. and abduc­
tion can be seen as follows: 

Cu.Jt> 
Rt>mlr 

,·, Ru/t' 

Cast' 
Re.cult 
·. Rule 

DEDUCTION 

All seriou~ knife woun,,h re11ul1 in bleeding, 
This wa~ a serious knife wound. 
There wa§ bleeding. 

INDUCTION 

Thh Willi a Krious knife wound. 
There was blccdina. 
All serious knife wounds result in bleedinll, 

ABDUCTION 

Rult> All senous knife wounds result m bleeding. 
Re5ulr There Willi bleeding. 

: . C U$1' This w-as a serious knife wound. 

Abductions, like inductions. are not logically self-contained, as is the 
deduclion. and they need to be externally validated. Peirce sometimes 
called abductions hypotheses (he ah,o called them presllmptire infc-r­
rnc-rs at times). and in the modem sense, thal is what lhe conclusion 
in the abduction represents: a conjecture about reality which needs to 
be validated lhrough tesling. 

The greal weakness in Holmes's applications of inference-at least 
as Wauon rela1ed 1hem to us-was Holmes's failure to lest the hy-
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pothetes which he oblainecl tbrouth abduction. In most instances, 
Holmes simply treated the abducted inference as tboup it won: ICJSi• 
cally valid. (Most of the parodies on Holmes are built upon this weak· 
ness in the narratives.) The simple fact is lhal the vast majority of 
Holmes's infen:nc:es just do not stand up to logical e)lamination. He 
concludes eot ,ectly simply bec:aute the author of the stories allows ii 
so.•• Upon occasion, the abductive inferences are Sll'UIII toptbet in 
a Iona narrative series which the startled client (or Watson) confirms 
at each step. In a sense, this constitutes a degree of external corrobor­
ation of the hypotheses (especially where they are made about lhinp 
correctly known to the listener, which is often the case). Nonetheless, 
in the vast majority of instances, the basic reasoning process de­
scribed by Watson whereby Holmes astounds his listeners must, in 
the final analysis, be jud&ed lolically inwl,:quate if not invalid. 

Despite the lop:al inadequacies of Holmes's abductions, it must be 
noted that Holmes does actually hypothesis test (i.e., seek external 
validation) in at least twenty-eipt instances (tbouah not even all of 
these occasions are directly n:lated to the minimum of 217 abductions 
found in the canon). Several of the stories include more than one case 
of hypothesis testing ("Silver Blaze" and .. A Study in Scarlet" both 
evidence three such tests), but most of the narratives show no such 
attempts at external confirmation by Holmes. The best example of 
such testing by Holmes occurs in the story of Holmes's search for the 
missina race horse Silver Blaze. Postulatin, that the horse's lea was 
to be operated upon by 8fl amateur to damage it, Holmes reasoned 
tha1 the culprit would probably practice the operation beforehand to 
pin skill and assure succeu. Since sheep were nearby, Holmes fur­
ther conjectured that the culprit mi&ht have practiced upon them. 
lnquirina about the sheep, Holmes learned that several of them had 
recently and inexplicably gone lame. The sheep's predicted lameness 
thus acted as a confirmation of Holmes's coqjectum. •• 

The reconstrUCtion of Holmes's methods and the extraction of the 
CUndamental ideas in his thought is necessarily incomplete. Holmes 
relates only bits and pieces to us throu&h the nanatlves of Dr. Wat­
son, and even these items are stated sparin,ly. Watson noted of 
Holmes that "be pushed to an extreme the axiom that the only safe 
plotter was he who plotted alone, "110 And as Holmes put it: 

I do not waste wonts or disclose my thouahls while a case is actuaDy under 
consideration. 111 

I claim Ille riaht 10 work in my own way and give my results at my own 
time - complete. rather than In ilales.111 

Despite these obstacles, we have seen that a aeneraJ reconstruction is 
possible, and it reveals a systematic and consistent orientation. 
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HOLMES AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOCY 

Jusl as with his basic melhod, examination of the canon reveals a 
large number of slatemenls and insights, many stated in near-proposi­
tional and testable form about many aspects of social and psycholog­
ical reality. We tum now lo a look at some of the observations. 

Holmes on CharKter wl l'et101Ylity 

Holmes brings the same skepticism which served him as a detective 
of crimes into his general orientation towards the social world. As is 
the case with most social psychologists who term themselves sym­
bolic interactionists (cf. Stone and Farberman 1970), Holmes was 
much aware lhal people's definitions of their situations, their pheno­
menolo,ic:al pe~eption of their worlds, rather than physical realities, 
may be the importanl factors which determine their action!. 

What )'OU do in this world is a matter or no consequence .•.• The quesuon ,~ 
what can you make people believe you have done.'" 

Holmes's skepticism of appearances bordered upon the par~ic 
when it came to women. Holmes was especially cautious in bis rela­
tions with women and found it nearly impossible to correctly assess 
their motives. 

Women are never to be entirely trmted-not the bcsr of rhem. 11 • 

fflhe motives of women arc so in~cnilllblc ..• Their most trivial action may 
mean volumes. or thcrr most exll'IIOrdinary conduct may depend upon a 
hairpin or a curling• tongs."' 

He showed special concern aboul the socially isolated female. 

One of the most daria,:rous classes m the world ... is the drifhng and friend­
less woman. She is the most harmlen. and oflen the most useful of mortals. 
but she 15 the inevitable inciter of cnme in others. She is helpless. She 1s mi· 
1ra1ory. She has sufficient mean" to take her l'rom country 10 country and 
from hotel 10 hotel. She is lost, as often a., not , In a maze of obs<:ure ptn:iimu 
and boardi111 houses. She 1s II stray chicken in a world or foxe~. When "he is 
aobbled up she is hardly missed. 11• 

Ye1. Holmes was no misogynisl (as is well seen in his admiration for 
Irene Adler who bested him in .. A Scandal in Bohemia''), and he 
placed great value on female intuition. 

I have seen 100 much not 10 know that the 1mprnsion or a woman may he 
more valuable than the condusion of an analyuc reawner. '" 
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Holmes mentions several generalizations about women which 
proved valuable 10 him in successfully analyzi111 his cases, but these 
were hiahly specific 10 their situations and probably would not stand 
Up under riaoroUS investigation in other contexts.Ill 

In a1tempti111 to read II subject's character and motives, Holmes 
used a variety of subtle indicators. The movement or the subject's 
eyes and body were carefully noted (such study of "body 18Jl8Ull&e" is 
today called l.inrsic-s): 

I can n:ad in a man's eye when it is has own skin that he is friahtencd ror.11
• 

And, seeina a you111 lady client's motions on the street as she ap­
proached his 11P8ftment, he noted: 

OsciUation upon the pavement always means an ajfairC' du corur. •• 

Extensive examination was always gi't'en not only lO the subject 
under investigation but also to those with whom he associated, ln­
cludi111 children and animals. 

I have frequently pined my fint real im,ight into the character of parents by 
studying their children. 111 

And 

I have senou, thoushts of writing a small monopaph upon the USC$ of dogs in 
the work or the detective .• .. A dog n:llech the family life. Whoever saw a 
frisky dog in a gloomy family. or a sad doa in a happy one? Snarlina people 
have snarling dogs. ctan,erous people have dangerous ones. And their passing 
moods may rcllect the passina moods of olhers.1:11 

Holmes suggested a number of interesti111 ideas about personality. 
Thus. he endorsed the idea or complementarity in mate selection: 

You may have noticed how extremes call 10 each other. the spiritual to the 
animal. the cave-man 10 the angel., .. 

He argued that excellence at chess was "one mark of a scheming 
mind ... ,,. He claimed that all the misers were jealous men, 11• and that 
"jealousy is a srro111 transrormer or characters. " 111 Recoanizina the 
importance of man's inferiorities, Holmes noted that "weakness in 
one hmb is often compensated for by exceptional strcnath in the 
others. "'11 Regarding the appreciation of subtle variations by those 
with expertise, he noted that 
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to the man who loves an for its own sake •... 1t 1s frequently In its least im• 
ponant and lowlic5l manifestations that the keene$t pleasure is 10 be der­
ived.•• 

And ofa man's stubborn psychological inertia. he generalized that 

a man always llndJ1 it hard to realize lhal he may ha"c finally lost a woman's 
lo\lC, however badly he may ha\lC treated her. 111 

All these generalizations must n:main questionable until empirically 
tested, but these maxims suggest interesting and potentially fruitful 
directions for future research. 

Holmes as Criminologist 
Thus far. we have been primarily concerned with Holmes's general 
orientation to the investi&ation and perception of the realities of social 
life. As a consulting detective. however. his primary concern was 
with legal and moral crimes. We turn now to e1tamine his insights and 
observations into this more specialized domain. 

Holm,s on Justir:e and Deception. Holmes felt that his personal 
hardships were "trifling details" that "must never interfere with the 
invesliption of a case. " 1• But he was far from the usual stereotype 
most people have of the daring hero. Though a brave man. Holmes 
did not ignore adversity, for he thought that "ii is stupidity rather than 
courage to refuse to recognize danger when it is close upon you."•u 
Far more contrary to the pure heroic imaae, however, was the fact 
that Holmes's activities sometimes ran counter to the law. As an 
unofficial investigator. he was not bound 10 the conventions of the 
police. He had little respect for the abilities of Scotland Yard's men 
and thought them aenerally "a bad lot" (though he did display respect 
for the abilities of the Yard's Inspector Tobia,; Gregson). He went 
even further in his disdain for other police, as when he noted that 
"local aid is always either worthless or biased. " 1:n Holmes was well 
aware of the inadequacies of law inforccment and commented that 
"many men have been wrongfully hanged. "tA 

Holmes did apparently have a degree of faith in the ultimate victory 
of justice. as indicated in his statement that 

\li<tlence does, in truth, recoil upon the "iolcnt, and the ~hcmcr falls into the 
pit which he digs £or another., .. 

But Holmes sometimes finds it necessary to go outside the law to 
assure justice. Thus. he occasionally commits trcspas!I, burglary. and 
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unlawful detention. or lhe most serious or these, burglary, he upes 
that it 

1s morally JUstiliable so 10111 as our obJect 11 to lake no articles save thole 
which are used ror an illepl purpose.•• 

He adopted this basically vigilante role because, as he put it: 

I think thal there are certain crimes which the law c:annot touch. and wbic:b 
therefore, 10 some eiuen1,jus1ify private revenge.•• 

Holmes also recognized that pnson was not always an appropriate 
punishment ror a crime, and that it might actually deter the process or 
reform. Thus. on at least rowteen occasions, Holmes actually allowed 
known felons to ao rree (Leavitt 1940, p. 27), ror as he said or one 
such man he released: "Send him to pol now, and you make him a 
polbird ror life."'" 

Holmes was also not beyond deception if he felt it might suit the 
ends of justice. This went to rather extreme lengths when he at­
tempted to trap "lhe worst man in London" by dis,uisina himself as a 
plumber and becoming engaged to the villain's maid to obtain infor­
mation • ._ Holmes was aware or the need to obtain lhe f'u1I confidence 
of bis informants. and this be sometimes did by passina himself off' as 
one of them. Thu1, on one occasion when he needed cenain informa­
tion. be dis,uised himself as a groom, explairuna 10 Watson that 

there is a wonderful sympathy and freemasonry among honey men. Be one of 
them. and you will know all lhat there 15 10 know.•• 

On other occasions, Holmes faked illnesses, accidents, information, 
and even his own death. He often used the newspapen in a manipula­
tive manner•• and noted that "the press ... . is a most valuable insti­
tution, if you only know how to use il.''141 

Holm<-s 011 Crim<-. Sherlock Holmes was well aware of the fact that 
crime rates normally show only reported instances or law violation. 
Thus, in lookina at the pleasant countryside throuah which he and Dr. 
Watson were moving by train. Holmes remarked to Watson: 

You look al these sc:aucrcd houses. and you are 1mprcucd by 1he1r beauty. I 
look at them. and the only thouaht which c:omei to me is a feelina or their iso­
lation, and of the impunity with which crime may be committed there ... 
They always ftll me with a eertam honor. It is my belief ... founded upon my 
experience. that the lowest and vilest alleys in London do 001 present a more 
dreadful rcc:ord or sin than doe~ the smd1111 and beautiful c:oun1ry-11ide ••.. 
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(And] the reason is very obvious. The pressure of public opinion can do in 
the town what lhe law caMOr accomplish. There is no lane so vile that lhe 
i<:ream of a tonured child, or lhe thud of a drunkard's blow, does not beae1 
sympathy and indipation amona lhe neiahbours, thal a word of complaint 
can set ii aoina, and lbere is but a step between the crime and the dock. But 
look at these lonely houses, each in its own llelda. filled for the most pan with 
poor ignorant folk who know little or the law. Think or lhe deeds of hellish 
cruelty. the bidden wickedness which may 110 on year in, year out , in such 
places. and 111,Jne the wise.•• 

As with his views on personality, Holmes otrers us numerous 
maxims about crime and criminaJ investiption which the contempo­
rary criminologist miahl well consider. Thus, Holmes claimed that 
there was a potential relationship between the unusuaJ and the crimi• 
naJ, as when be pointed out that "there is but one step from the gro­
tesque to the horrible"•a and "often the grotesque has deepened into 
the criminal. " 144 Yet, he al!IO warned us that we should not assume 
such a relationship to be automatic for 

the: stranacst and most unique tbinas arc very ot\en connected not with the 
larger but with the smaller crimes. and occasionally, indeed, where: there is 
room for doubt whether any positive crime has been committtd. •• 

Holmes found two types of crime especially difficult to unravel. He 
found the "senseless" or motiveless crime the greatest challenge for the 
criminal investigator. 

The most d,fficuh crime It> track is the one: which 15 purposeles~. •• 

But where a discernible motive is involved, the planned cnme presents 
great difficulties for a detective also, for 

where: a crime: is C<>Olly premeditated, then the: means of coverina it are coolly 
premedjwed also."' 

This realization of the hidden complexities potential within a planned 
crime led Holmes 10 be most suspicious in such cases. especially of 
suspects with semingly solid alibis. for, he noted. "only a man with a 
criminal enterprise desires to establish an alibi ..... Finally, it might be 
noted that in addition to seeing these two types of crime as formidable, 
Holmes also recopized special difficulty with cases where the criminal 
was an M.D. 

When a doctor does ao wrong be: ts the: first or criminals. He ha5 nerve and he 
bu knowlc:dp. , .. 
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Canonical Errors and Anticipations. As might be expected, the 
adventures sometimes show Holmes statin, scientifically erroneous 
ideas. These laraely reflect the popular notions or bis time. Thus, 
Holmes placed far too great an emphasis on heredity as a causative 
factor in the creation of criminals. He referml to an hereditary crim­
inal strain in the blood of the arch-villain Professor Moriany111 and 
strona)y stated his views when he 5Bid: 

There are some trees • . • which arow 10 a c:enain hei11h1 llftd then suddenly 
develop some uns11h1ly cc:c:entricity. You wiU see II often In humans. I have a 
theory thal the individual represents in his developmen1 lhe whole procession 
of his uceston, and that such a sudden tum to aood or evil stands for some 
stranac mftuenc:e which came into the life of his pediaree. The person be· 
comes, as it were. the epitome or the hislory or bis own family."' 

Holmes also seems to share some of the stereotypes and prejudices 
or his Victorian world as regarded some minority groups. Thus, he 
displayed mild prejudice towards Negroes and Jews .... 

He also had some unusual and false ideas about thouaht processes. 
We have already mentioned his view of memory as similar to an attic 
which can become over-crowded. w He also showed a dcaree of mis­
understanding of copitive processes in the followina statements: 

To let the brain work w11bou1 suffic:ient malerial is like racin, an engine It 
racks itselrto piec:es. 114 

[T)he faculties become refined when you starve them.•14 

And 

Intense mental concen1ra1ion ha5 a curious way or blouin, ou1 what has 
passed.Ill 

Despite such occasional lapses into the misinformation common to 
his historical period, Holmes managed to pioneer in the anticipation 
or several innovations in scientific crime detection. Since the science 
or ballistics was unknown to police prior to 1909 (cf. Barln,-Gould 
1967, II, p. 349. note SI). Holmes's statement about a villain in a story 
ftnt published in 1903 that "the bullets alone are enough to put bis head 
in a noose'''" seems to show him to be a true pioneer in this fteld. 
Holmes was also an early advocate or the imponance or both finger­
prints, 118 and the Benillon system of measurement. 111 

Among the most interestina of his anticipations was his realization 
of the possibility of distinguishing and identifyina different types of 
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communications. He was able to spot identifying differences between 
a wide variety of printing types in newspapers and magazines, and he 
stated that 

the de1ec1ion of 1ypes 1$ one of 1hc IIIO!il elcmen1ary branchcli of knowledge 10 
the special expert of' crime.•• 

And, more imponant, he early recognized that typewriters could be 
identified. 

It is a curious thi111 ... that a 1ypewritct bu really quite a.~ muc:h individu­
ality as a man's bandwritina- Unless they are quite new, no two of them wrile 
exactly alike. Some letters set mon: worn lhan others. and some wc11r only on 
one: side."'' 

Bui most of all, Hobnes strongly believed in the IP'e&l knowledge which 
could be gained through the careful examination of handwritings (cf. 
Christie 1955 and Swanson 1962). Holmes not only pioneered in this 
study but went considerably beyond whal most graphologists would 
yet claim for their science when he made the statements that 

the deduc:11on of' a man 's age rrom his wn1ina 1s one which bas been brought 
to a considerable accuracy by expens. ''" 

And that 

a family mannensm ~ be tTBced in .. , two specimen, of writing.,., 

Finally, it should be noted that Holmes may have anticipa1ed some 
of the devices of later psychoanalysis. Thus. it would appear that be 
saw the basis for tests of free-usocialion, for in analyzing a coded 
message which contained seemingly extraneous and meaninglesii 
words. he noted of the writer: 

He would naturally use the fin1 words which came 10 his mmd, and if there 
were so many which referred to sport amona them, you may be tolerably sure 
that he is either an arden1 shot or in1crested in breeding.,,.. 

Holmes also clearly understood the defense mechanism of projection 
when he stated of a villain· 

It may only be his con,i,cience. Know1n1 himself to be a 1raitor. he may have 
read the aoaasaiion in 1he other's eyes.•• 
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And at another point, when speaking of the subtle mlluences or mu­
sic, he would seem to have closely paralleled the idea of archetypes 
within the collective unconscious as later developed by Cart 0. Jung 
when he said: 

There are vape memories in our souls of the misty centurin when the world 
was in Its childhood.'" 

Holmes. then, shared many or the errors or the men or his time, but, 
as we hope has been adequately shown in this essay, he also extended 
our view of man. Given the extraordinary popularity of the tales of 
his adventures, created for us thl'OU8h die genius of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, for many criminotoaists who recognized the merits of the de­
tective 's methods, it is doubtful that Sherlock Holmes could have bad 
a greater impact on the sciences or man had he actually lived. 

NOTES 

I. The runy accepiod Holma leiend lflPC8n m four fldl.leaatll IIIM!l1 and fifty-six 
Ilion Slone$. Tbouab a a,eai many odmoas or Ille wc>rtt e&iSI, lbc most recca1 and 
.audlari1a1ive vcrllOII ol the talcs ii 10 be round in William S 8ari1111-0ould"1 beautifully 
alired and introduced 7111' A11nota1,d Sllnl«A Halmr1 tn IWO volumes C 1967) AN ref­
lttflC<' 10 w Hal_, llorirs 1l,rc,111"""1 1l1/s ,,,ay rr/rr 10 ,1,;, rdillott and Ill paglna• 

''°" In addilioft to che above works (Qlled lhc ··-•· Ot' the "sacred wrttlap" by Sher· 
lockian acholarsl. Holmes I, also believed IO filure promincnlly in lwo otllcr stones by 
Anhur Conan Doyle ("The Man Willl Che Watchct'' and "The Lost Special"J available 
u Tlw Slwrloclltuc Doylr I 1968). Theft also wu published a lN)llllumously discovered 
a111111scnpt wtlicb was at finl lhoqbt to have been written by Sir Anbur Coun Doyle 
u "The Case ofdlC Man Who Wu Wanted" Ct948). The Mtlleatlcityollhis piKc bu 
,,nee been challclllod with lhc result beina pneraJ aareemcnc lbal the ltol'JI was ac­
tually writlcn by • Mr. Artllur Whiuaker, wllo had IOld the story to Conaa Doyle in 
1913. For 11111 de111b on llli• episode. sec Brow1I (1969). 

Witllia the slxty IIIIITalives c:oinprisilw the canon, metlllODS are llllde of Ill least fifty. 
live olhor cues (for a rl5Cias, see Slanett 1960. pp. 90-921. A m1-.1y of ShcrlodtiaM 
would lllcrcfllft be indiaed to ,neludc twelve ocher 11one1 amona the IIICNd w~ 
which wm, written by Sar Arthur"s son and olllcial biopapher, Aclri111 Conan Doyle 
ud Jolm DicklOCI Caff(l9S4J 

In addition to lhc c:aMD and its apocrypha plus some -idary ne- 10 
Holmn by Doyle (most notably tn w\'Cfal of his plays hued on the IIOrict), dlere is a 
wut literature bailed directly oa the canon iacludi111 over IWClll.y-onc plays. oac 
Broadway musical. lltmdmls or radio and !devision production•, 111d II lease 123 mo­
rion PtClwu. Th•• i• noc IO COUlll tbe hundreds or books and anic:1c$ dcal1111 with Slier· 
lockiau or the IM!adreds oC pastiches and parodies of the canon. or which 1111111)' of the 
bcst wen antbolopzed hy Ellery Queen 11944) 

2, Accord1111 10 Shel lockians. of coune, Doyle is noc the author or the IIOrics but 
maely 1111 acqullllllllllCC or Holma's assocaacc. Dr. John WallOG, who wrote lnanatod) 
IIR)'•SI~ or Che sillly ldvencum in the canon. "The Ad•e-C or the Bluchod Soldier" 
and '1'he Advemure or Ille Lion·, Mane" were apparendy writtm by Holmes hlmtcll', 
111d '111c Adventure or the Mazann Stone" and "His Last Bow" were writtea by 
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penon « pa IIOIIS uaknown. Shcrloct.ians have spaculalcd about the authorsllltl of 
these two wraaives • .,,a zt"-1 e¥eryonc from Mn. Mary Watson, lntflKtor lea• 
trade, a dilllaal relatwe oC Holma called Dr. Verner. 10 Dr. Watson himadr merely 
prelendina to w~ ia the lhinl penon. Even lhc ruhcr extreme 111911estlon was made. 
ftnl by lbe .,.., Shefloctjaft scholar. Edpr w Smilh, lhal these IWO stone& were 
wriuca by W■tlOD's friend Sir Arthur Coaan Doyle. Few full detail, on lhn comro­
veny. see llarint-Oould 11967, II, pp. 748-SOI. 

For biocraPltical work• on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle see· Clll'I' t 19-49), Nordoa 
11967); Pe.,_ (1943), I amood 119311. and M. and M Hardwick 1196-41, See aho 
Doyle's UllObiolnPhY (1924), Re 0oy1c·s wrtllap. ICC" Loc.lte (19281; Nordoa (1967. 
pp. 3'7,$1 l: and Carr l 1949. pp. 28'·9S I. 

3. The lldYC11lum themselves bavc beCA cluoalJOlotizcd differently by numcro~ 
Sherloct.lans. but Barins·Gould I 1967) 5Cfl 111cm as apannina from 1874 to 1914. Far 
DIOR controversially. m his biopaphy or Holmes, llarina-Oould 119621 cakulatcd 
Holmn's birth year u 1854 and placed h11 deadl in 1957. For other c:brooolocie'- !ICC! 

Bell 119321. BIM:kency (1932); Christ 11947); Brend (1951); Zeisler (19531; Barinl· 
Gould ( 19SS>: and Fobom I l964~ 

4. E.,., Barina.(;ould 11967) and Brend I t9S I). For a biop'aphical 1tudy or Dr Joho 
Wat-. - Roberts C 1931 I, 

S, E.a., Park ( 1962) and M. and M. Hardwick ( 1962). Many other rcfauc:e volumes 
on the - eai11 inc:luclins: Harrison ct958); Christ ct9'7l. Bi,elow (19.59). Petersen 
11956), Smi1h 119'01: and Wolff ( 19521111d l9SS). 

6. AIOOIII 1hc -Y e11celleft1 book• and collec:110ns or Shcrloc:lr.illla one mu.111 ,n­
c:ludc Bell (19)4), Staneu !19)4 alld 1940); Smith (1944): and Holroyd (l967~ A 
wide variety or such 11udies appear ifl the nwnen,u, Sherloc:lr.ian JOlll'nab. In addi1ion 
to the bcsl known T/tt Ba4rr Srrc-rt Jou,,.,,/. publiahed in New Yon. and Tiu> Sltf'rlod 
HolmN ,,,.,,,,.,, publiihed in London, 1here are n1111y IICW5iellcrs and ocher pnvately 
pnnted public:ations produced by Sherlocluan sroups around the U niled Stales. in­
c:tudina Tiu, v .. ,m,ua H,rald. the Drvo11 Cou11ry Cltronicl,, Sltadrs ,,J Sltf'rl«lt. and 
the annual Pontine Dosoier. For an extensive cnlic:al b,bliopapby. sec Banna·Oould 
C 1967, II, pp. S07·24). 

7. Tbc most well-lUIOWII orpnlzatloa in the United Slate$ I, the 8ak« Street lrrea­
ul■rs, born ,n 1933 m 1he "Bowlina Green·· column eooduc:tcd by Cbriscopher Morie)' 
m lhc Sat11nlo1 Rn•if'M' of LJtrra111rr. For a brief bislory of the B.S.I . 5CC SuuTCII 
(1960, pp. 128,)61. The B.S.I 1w Sc:ion Societies u;haptcn) all over 1he world in­
cludinl the Onent. Re lhe Shcrloc:lr.lan orpruza1t0ns see: Barina•Oould 11967. I, pp 
37-421. and SWTCII C 1960. pp. I 28-361. 

8. Thollsh these movemen11 have failed 1h01 r111, numerou11 other memorials have 
been erec:tcd to Holme,•• mecnory inc:ludiflg pltquc1o in Picadilly. at SL Bartholomew's 
Hospital, al tbe ROliJci Inn 1n MelflftlCII, Swuzerland, and c,ven al the, Retehcnbac:h 
Falls. for full ,nronnadon, oec B11nn1-0ould c 196 7. I. pp 0-46 I 

9, For a IOfflCWhal more cnlic:al view ol Holmes as criminologm. ICC Andcrwn 
11903) 

10. Nordon (1967. p 2141 bas art1Ucd lluu Doyk's deKnPIIOl'I ol Bdl is .. ,oo bkc 
Holmes to be tnle," and 1hal the model for Holmes wu .. invcntecr by Doyle a P"''"' 
iori 10 lit the •111111"' or a proper man <J( science. Peanon c 1943 l sup.ested that Holmes 
wu lararly panemcd aflcr one Dr. Ocorse Budd. Doyle's cc:cen1ne medical partner 
with whom he brielly pnii:tked at Plymoulh. More recently, 11 ha.I been con~1nc:ingly 
argued dial Holm« - ba•ic:ally patterned after 1he pnvate consullin, dctcc:ll•c Mr 
Wendel SheRCHamlOfl 1971). 

1 t Tltf' SP«ta,,,,. wd or him " The ll&h•• that he made for victtm• or perverted JU•· 
dee will .cand alongside Voltaire'• championship of Jean Cala., and Efflilc Zola'~ lofl8 
$1f11111e fOt' Dreyfus" fquolod m Anonymoos 19'9. p. 67). 

12 "The Adven1ureofthe Blanc:hcclSoldier," 11,p. 720. 
13. "'The Problem of Thor Bt-q,c." 11, p 605 
14. ' 'The Valley or Fear," I. p, ,01, 
i,, " A S1ucly in Scarlet;' I, p I 79 



t zo / Sherlock II a h1 er 

16 11le Valley of Fcv," I, p '12. 
17. '111c Hound ol'lhe Baskcmlles;· It, p 20 
18. /ltl,J. 
19. '"TIie Advcacurc of lhc Su-.ex Vlllllfllrc." II, p. 463. 
20. " "What is the meaama of it, WIIUN.' Hid Holmes sofomllly u he laid c1n11 the 

~ - "Wbal object II Hn'ed b)' thn ~ of nusery and 'nOlence and rear1 11 mus& 
tend to - end or cbe our umvcnc is ruled by chance. which is lllllbinkable. But 
wbal encl? There is the sn,at stencti111 peNnnial problem 10 which human .__ as u 
,., tlom an -WCI Ill ever:" "The Cardboard Bo,, .. II, p. 208, 

21 "Our hlghat -,.nee of lhc ,oodncn of Providence - to me to rest III lhe 
ftowen. AU othet lhinp, our powc, s, ..ur dcsirlls. our food, - neally nece_,.,, for our 
cxisteace ,n tbiJ lint illllancc. But this rose is 1111 extra. Its smeU and i11 colour arc an 
embcllisllmcnr or life. DDl a coaditlon of it. It "' only ll)Odr,a1 which aives ex.tras. 1111d 
so I uy apm lbat we lave much to hope from the lowers." "The Naval Traty," It, 
p. 178. 

22, "The AdvCIIIDre of the Reli~ Colounnan," II, p S46. 
23. "The Five O1'11111C Pips," I, p l 98 
24. '"A SbldyinScartet," l , p. IS9. 
25. ' 'The Sigft of the FOllr," I, p 666. In this pusap, Holmes ind.ma hi, qree. 

mcm w11b Winwood Rcadc"s Th~ ftlan,wlo,n 11/ ftla1t which Holmes Ktlllllly mis­
quo1cs. Cf., Crocker c 19641 

26. " A SIUdy in Scarlet," I . p. 168. Re lhil swemmt, aec w. J. Bell 11947). 
27. "The Valley of Fear;· I. p. 479, 
28. ""The Sip of die Four," I, p. 610. 
29. "'The Valley of Fear,"' I, pp. 481-8'2 
)0 "A Scwtal in Bahcmta." I, pp. 349-,o. 
l 1. ' "The Adventure of the Scc:ond Stain ... I, p, J 11 
32. "A Study in Scarlet," I. p. 166. 
Jl, ' "The Aclvcmurc of Wisteria I~;• II , p, 246. 
34. '"The Adventure or the SP"klcd Band," I. p. 261 
35. '"The Adventure or1be Copper Beecbes;' II, p, 120. 
36 ' "The Sip of the Foor," l,p. 614. 
37 "The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire," II, p. 467-68, 
31. ~ Ptoblem of Thor Bridac," 11, p. 589, 
39. ''The Reiaate Squires," I, p . 335. 
40, lmd., p. 341. 
41 ' "The Adve111ure of the Blanched Soldier,·· 11. p. 707. 
42 '"TIie Adventure of the Danc,na Men," II , p. $27. Aloq similar liacs, Holmes 

also staie,I tbal "every p,ubk.a becomes very cllilclish when once ii Is explained to 
you" Ibid .. p. S281 and '"result$ w11bou1 causes arc much mott 1mc,ra&lvc" C''Tbe 
Stockbroker's Clcrt,'' II . p . I S41. 

43. ·'The Adven1ure of the Abbey o,.._ .. II, p. 491 , Holmes lilaled the ma11er 
1110R woaaty when be told Wat!IOII. "Crime II common. Lostt is ra,c. Tbererorc it is 
upon qi,: rather lhiUI upoa the crime 11181 you si-ld dwell. You have dearaded what 
should have t-n • course of lectures into a wries of tales.'" "The Adventure or the 
Copper BeedlCI," II . p. 115. 

44. l md .. p. 492 
4S. "The Sip of the Four," , . p 612. 
46. "The Red Headed Lape," 1, p . 419 
47. "The Villley or Fear," I, p . .512. 
48. " A Study In Scarlet," I. p. U6 
49. Ibid., p. 154. 
$-0, Ibid., p. 156. Holme1i's Nil)' statements dc1bn1 with these very -- in other 

stories patently conuadkC Watson's early impc-e$!1,ons of Holmes·, IIIIOUClinl ipo­
rance in 1hesc realms, and Hol-'s swement to WahOn lbM be was unaware of the 
basic CQpemlCIIII Theot-)' of lbe solar l)'IICIII ,a aicncrally taken b)' iOOS1 Sberl«:killlls k> 
have been intended as a joke by Hoi-s which Wac- f'alled to pcrcc1Ve. Cf. B•l'IIII• 
Gould (1 967, I, pp 1$4-57, DDlCI 30-441. 



51 " A Study in Scarlet," I, p. i,4_ 
!12. ''The Adventure oftbe Llo11'1 Mane," II , p. 784. 
51. "The Sipof tbc Four," I. p. 611. 
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54. "A Study in Scarlet." I. p. 171. For an e~celhtn1 review or Holmes', uses of 
observallOM and their ,mplicatic>M ror modem crimillOloeieal 1nvwqpat1c>n. seo Hoaan 
and Schwartz 11 %4 ). 

5 5 "The Reiaate Squire$." I. p. )41 
56 ·'Tbe Siln orlhe FOW", .. I, p. 619. 
57. "A Scandal in Bohemia.'" I. p. 1411. 
58 '111c Hound oflhc Baskcnoillcs," II, p, 18. 
59. '111c Boscombc: Valley Mystery," II. p. I 37. 
60. "The Advenwre or tbe Blanched Soldier." 11. p. 708. 
61. "The Valley of Fear," I. p. 479. 
62 "The Adventure or the s«oncl Slain.'' I. p. 313, 
63. "Silver Blaze," II, p, 277. 
64. "The Man with the Twis1ed Lip," I. p. 379. 
65. " A Study 1n Scarle1," I , p. 187. 
66 "A Cll!IC ol lden111y," I. p, 409. 
67. ''Tot eo.combc Valley Myuery," 11. p. 148. 
68. "A Case or lden1i1y,'" I. p. 41 I. 
69. "The Adventure of Black Peter.'' II. p. 402. 
70. ''The Adventure oC the Oaneina Men." 11. p . .S4l. 
71. "A Study in Scarlet," I , p, 231. 
72. Ibid. 
73. "Silver Blue,'' 11. p. 262. 
74. ·11,c Reiaale Squires," I, p. 34, 
75 "tbe Hound or 1he Basi.crv,ncs." 11. p. IOIJ. 
76. '11,c Boscombc Valley Mysu,ry," II . p. IJS. 
77. "AStudy inScarlct." l,p.231. 
78. '1bc Adventure of ShO!lcombc Old Place.'' II. p. 636 
79. ··Ac- or lden11ty," I, p. 404. 
80. ''The Adventure of !he Noble Bachelor ... I, p. 291. 
81. ''The 8-:ombc Valley Mystery.'' II, p 136. 
82. '"Tbt Adventure or the Reurcd Colourman." II. p. 556, 
81. ·111c Mu,anave Ritual," I , p. 137. Holmcs believed thlll acmna ,nto the umc 

cnvironmcnl coukl racrlita1e 1hi1 process ror be sud: ··1 shall !Ill iP 1ha1 room and '>Ce ill 
atmmpbcl'e bnnas me ,n1piration. I'm a believer 1n the Rtni11, f,,r/" '"The Valley of 
Fear ... I, p. 508 

84. -~nae Adventure or Black Peter," II , p. 410. 
8S Ibid .. p 408 
86 "The 01sappean111CC of Lady carrax:· II , p 665 
87 '"The Hound or11ie Ba,kcrvilles." II , p 24. 
88. "The Ad-.coture ohhe Bruce•Partinston Planl.'" II, p . 446. Also er .. "The Si,n 

or the Four," I , pp 61 l-38; and ''The Adven1urc or 1hc Beryl Coronet.'' II, p. 299 
89. The hypotbetico-deductive method 1s by no l1ICIUI$ nc..,, ror 11 can c,·cn be seen 

lo the worb or the anaenl Greek philoi,orhcr Parmcnides. I or an c~ccllen1 modern 
statement on thi~ approach to koowledae, \CC: Popper 11968. pp. ZIS.501 

90. "The Adven111re orlhe Blandic:d SOidier," II, p 720 
91. "The Adven1urcor1he Suuex Vampue," ll ,p. 472. 
92. "The Adventure of the Pnory School," 11. p. 620. 
93. "A Stud)' m Scariet.'' I . p 194 
94. /bid. Al another point. HolmCl quolC"J Taalll!'~ Latin ma.dm that "e•er)1h,na 

unknoWII pa,ll!!eto for.omc1h1ng iplcndid." "The Red,Heackd l eaa:uc," I , p. 4? I. 
95. ·111e Red•Headed Lu,uc." I, p. 428 
96. •· A Study ,n ~;· I. p 179 
91. Ibid .. p. 149. 
98 "A ai.e or1c1cnu1y," 1. p. 411. 
99. "The Adventure or the Creeping Man." pp 762-63 
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100. "'T1le Cardboard Box," II, p 202. 
IOI . "The Adventure of'llle Oaldcn Pince-Nez." 11, p. 356. 
102. "The Y cllow Face," I, p. J76. 
103 '111,e Hound afllle Ballu:rYilles," II, p. 110. 
ICM. "A Study in Scarlet," I, p. 232 
IOS. "The AdYcntunl oftllc Priory School," II, p. 617. 
106. Accordilll 10 Ball (19Sll, !hit ability 11 c,itc-1w1cd by whal Ball .,._ -

Holma's IWCDIY•lllree dcductiou l'rum a 111181e tcrllP olpapa- in "'The lltciple Squlm." 
I , pp. 331-4S 

107 For full clarilk:allOD of Pein:e 1111 abduction. the reader is beal •et'errod IO' 
Collea 11949, pp. 131·S3l, Felb6eman (1946, pp. 116-321: Ooudse (1950, pp 19.S-99), 
ud Buchler (19SS , pp. 1»,.,. For 1111 exeellen1 brief survey or die pncral Pl(A,lenu 
olindUCIIOII, MC Black 1967, 

IOI NObftl Ille lopcal dilcrepucles in Holme1'1 ~ . one Sherlocklan Im 
cc nted !lat Ho1111n·, IUccessftd cone1- mialll be -nhNI ror by die 
••u1ioD lhal Holmes had psJdaic puwc .. vi. exln n110'7'f pcn:epdoe (Reed 1970). 
Holmes remarbble lbililies IIClllally approx~ Ille readinl al Wa1M111'1 mind In 
"The Clll'dboard Boa." II , pp. 194-9S. 

109 "Silver Blar.e," II, pp. 277-11. 
I 10. "TIie Advenlure of die llluslrious Clienl." II , p. 614. 
111. "The Advmiure al die Bllllched Soldier." II, p. 7 U . 
112. "The Valley of Far," I , p. 491 
113 " A Sludy in Scarlet," I, p 231 
114. "The Sip ortbe Cour:· 1, p. 6S6. 
11.S. '"The Adventure of tbe Secced Slain," I , p. 311. 
116. •-n. Disappanmcc orl.ady c.ru:• II, p 6.S7 
117, ·"The MIIII w.ilh die Twulcd Lip," I, p. 380. 
I II. Thete mcludc. "ITlhcre - rcw wives havins any reprd for their h11stwnd1 

wtio ~ let 1111y - ·• spoken wont stand bctw- lbem and their busbalfs dad 
bod)'." "The Valley or Fear.·· I. p • .506; "No-~ cvw send ■ reply-paid lcle­
.,__ SIie would have-·" '1'bc Adventure or Wist- Loctee."" II, p. 231, and 
"'When ■ woman lhinb thal her house is on llre, bet lnstlact 11 ■I once 10 nllh IO lhe 
lh1111 which sbe values al05I • A roarricd wom■n snt,s ■I bu baby-1111 -,-led 
DIM reaches for INF jewel boa.·· "A Scandal In Bohemia.·· 1. p. 364 

119 " The Rellidcnl P■licnt."' I, p. 27j, 
120 .. A Case or ldctlllty," I, p 406. 
121. ·'The Advcnturc or lhc Copper Beeches, .. II, p. 129 
122. "The Advcnlurc of lhc C1 c s Ji M■n," II. p. 7.S2. a- ye■n h■ve wn to­

ci■I Pll'chololist• iDl«etlcd 10 ■ similar appl'OIICh. , ., .. see Levi- ( 1966). 
123. "'The Adventure of the lllustrims c11e111:· 11, p. 6IO For ■ modem venioll of 

lhia idea. tee Wmch I 19$S). 
124. "Tbe Advco1ure oflhe Rclircd Colounnllll," II , p • .S.54. 
12.S Ibid, 
126. "The Adventure or lhc Noble Bachelor;· I, p. 291 . 
127. ·•The Man witll lhc Twtsted Lip," I, p, 376. 
121. ·11ac Advcn1ure or lhc Copper llcec:hcs," 11, p. 114. 
129. ' "The M11181'■ve Ritual." I, p 137. 
130. ''The Houndoflhc Bukemllcs:· 11,p. 110. 
I 3 I "The Final Problem," 11. p 302. 
ll2. "The Botcombe Valley Mys1ery." II. p. 134. 
13) /bid .• p. 138 
134. "'The Adventure or the Speckled Band,'" I, p. 261. 
135 ' 'The Ad11e111ure or Charles A11111stus Milvenon." II, p. 563. 
ll6. Ibid .. p. '70 
137 "'The Adventure of the Blue Carixmcle,"' I. p. 467. 
138. ''The Adventure of Charles Aupstua Milvertoa," II , pp .562-63 Holmes 

oom-iy oblalllll inCormauon rrom ,en,1111t1. cspeclally lhe 1nvCllil■lcd subject's ex-
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employen, for Holme• noied that for informalion '"lherc arc oo belier 1nttrument, thao 
d1.ehaqcd \Cr\'anb w11h • gncvance." ··The Adventure ofWr5tena lodsc." II . p. 253. 

139 "A Scandal in Bohem,a," I, p. )56. 
1-40, E.g.. 10 "The Ad~lllrc of the Brucc-Paniaston Plana" Ill. p. 449), HobH 

planted• fiolK nob«: in lbc "aaonY columnt" 10 act the villain to re\'eal himself'. 
1• I. "The Adventun of the So, Napoa-.;· II , p. S80 
1•2. "The AdveAllll'e of Ille Copper Beeches." II , pp 121·22 
1•3. '11le Advet1tun ofWi11eria Lc,lfF.'' II , p 259 
1-44. Ibid . p, 2)8. 
1•s 1'hc Red-Headed Lcaauc," l ,p. •19. 
146 "The Naval T,-ty," II, p 179. 
1•1. "The Problem ot·Thor Bridac." II, p. 600, 
1..a. "The Adventure or Wi,tena Lod&e.'' 11, p. 252. 
149 "The Adveoture of the Speckled Band." I. p ?S7 
I SO. "The Filllll Problem.'' II , p )0) 
ISi. "The Advattun of the Empty House," II . p. )47. 
I 52. Holmes apparently accepted the COffllllOII scereotype of Cau"5illlll thal black 

people have extnordiur)' body odor ror Oft one occasion he 1en1 the blac:k bl'viser 
Steve D1aio. " I doft't lake the smell of you;· and on ano1llcr he snidely referred to 
looluna for bis IICCtll·boltk "The AdVCAtun: of lbc Three Gables:· II . pp. 723 and 
7~. Holmes abo seems 10 have llCCCpeed u 1111ti-Semilic sten:ocype for he referred to 
• dient ill ddx by saytna that " He II tn Ille hllllds of the Jcwt:· '"The AdveAIUre or 
~ Old Place." I. p. 6J7. 

ISl, •• A Study in Sc:ariet," I. p. 154, 
1.54. "ThcAdvmtureoftheDevil'~Foot." 11,p 514 
I.SS "The Ad\'Clllure or the Muarin Stoac," II . p. 7)7 
IS6 " The Hound of the 8a$ken1l~1." 11. p. 106. 
1.n ''The Adveature of the Empey HOUIC," II, p. 348 
I.SI "The Ad11eatun: orthc Norwood Builder," 11, pp. 42S·26. 
"9 " TIie Naval T!Uly," II, p 183 
160 ''Tlk! Hound of the, Basuo,1Ue•: II. p. ?! 
161 "A Catie of Identity," I, p 414. 
162. "The Reiplc SquiRs," I , p 342 
163. Ibid., p )41. 
164. ''The Gloria Scott." I , p I IS, 
165 ''The Valley of Fear," I, p 473. 
166 "A Study m Scartct," I, pp 171-79 
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